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COMMON ABBREVIATIONS 

(For Complete List oj Abbreviations see page 498.) 


a., adjective, 
adv., adverb. 

A.F., Anglo-French. 

Am., American. 

Ang.-Ind., Anglo-Indian. 
Ang.-Ir., Anglo-Irish. 
Ang.-Lat., Anglo-Latin. 

Arab., Arabic. 

A.-S., Anglo-Saxon, 
aux. v., auxiliary verb. 

Bibl., Bible, biblical. 

Bot., Botany. 

C., circa, about, 

Celt., Celtic. 

Chem., Chemistry. 

colloq., colloquially. 

comb, form., combining form. 

conj., conj unction. 

cp., compare. 

Dan., Danish, 
dat., dative. 

Dut., Dutch. 

e. g., exempli gratia , for example. 
Eng., English. 

etym., etymology. 

Eur., European. 

F. , French. 

f. , feminine. 

fam., familiar, familiarly, 
fig., figuratively. 

Flem., Flemish. 

Fris., Frisian, 
fut., future. 

G. , German. 

Gael., Gaelic, 
gen., genitive. 

Goth., Gothic. 

Gr., Greek. 

Heb., Hebrew. 

Hind., Hindustani. 

Icel., Icelandic, 
i.e., id est , that is. 
imper., imperative. 

Ind., India, Indian. 

Int., interjection, 
intr., intransitive. 


Ir., Irish. 

It., Italian. 

L., Latin. 

L. G., Low German. 

M. E., Middle English. 
M.F., Middle French. 
M.G., Middle German. 

n., noun, 
neut., neuter, 
nom., nominative. 

Norm., Norman. 

obj., objective. 

O.F., Old French. 

O.H.G., Old High German. 
O.L.G., Old Low German. 
O.S., Old Saxon. 

pass., passive, 
pi., plural. 

Port., Portuguese, 
p.p., past participle, 
pref., prefix. 

pres, p., present participle. 

pret. , preterite, 
pron., pronoun. 

r., reflexive. 

ref., referring, reference. 

Rus., Russian. 

Sansk., Sanskrit. 

Sc., Scottish, 
sing., singular. 

Slav., Slavonic. 

Sp., Spanish, 
suf., suffix. 

Swed., Swedish. 

Teut., Teutonio. 
tr., transitive. 

v., verb. 

v.i., verb intransitive, 
viz., videlicet , namely, 
v.r., verb reflexive, 
v.t., verb transitive. 

W., Welsh. 

*, Obsolete. 








KEY TO PRONUNCIATION 


VOWELS 


a 

as in 

far (far). 

o 

as in 

not (not). 

& 

»» 

fat (f&t). 

6 

tt 

no (no). 

a 


fate (fat). 

6 

tt 

north (north). 

aw 

tt 

fall (fawl). 

oo 

tt 

food (food). 

a 

» 

fair (far). 

u 

tt 

bull (bul). 

e 

» 

bell (bel). 


tt 

sun (sun). 

e 


her (h6r). 

u 

tt 

muse (muz). 

e 

tt 

beef (bef). 

ou 

tt 

bout (bout). 

i 

tt 

bit (bit). 

oi 

tt 

join (join). 

i 

tt 

bite (bit). 





A dot placed over a, e, o, or u (A, e, 6, 6,) signifies that the vowel has 
an obscure, indeterminate, or slurred sound, as in :— 

advice (ad-vis'), current (kur'ent), notion (no'shun). 


CONSONANTS 


“s ” is used only for the sibilant “ s ” (as in “ toast,” tost,) the sonant 
“ s ” (as in “ toes ”) is printed “ z ” (toz). 

“ c ” (except in the combinations “ ch ” and “cA”), “ q ” and “ x ” 
are not used. 

b, d, f, h (see the combinations below), k, 1, m, n (see n below), p, r, 
t, v, z, and w and y when used as consonants, have their usual values. 


ch as in church (cherch). 
ch „ loch (locA). 

g » get (get). 

j » join (join). 

hw „ white (hwlt). 

The accent (') follows 


n as in cabochon (ka-bd-shon'). 

sh ,, shawl (shawl), 

zh „ measure (mezh'ur). 

th ,, thin (thin). 

th ,, thine (thin). 

the syllable to be stressed. 
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CASSELL’S CONCISE 
ENGLISH DICTIONARY 


A 

• (** *)» an (An) [A.-S. an, one], a. The 
indefinite article. A, before words begin¬ 
ning with a consonant, h aspirate, the sound 
of yu, and before one ; an, sometimes used 
before h unaccented, an historian. 
ab- (1) [L. ab], pref. Off, from, away, 
apart, as in abrogate, abuse. 
ab- (2) [L. ad , to], pref. To, as in 
abbreviate. 

aback (a-bAk 7 ) [A.-S. onbcec (on, back)], 
adv. Backwards; behind; by surprise, 
abacus (Ab'a-kus) [Gr. abax - akos , 

tablet], n. A counting-frame made of beads 
sliding on wires; ( Arch.) a fiat stone crown¬ 
ing the capital of a column, 
abaft (a*baft 7 ) [A.-S. becuftan], adv., prep. 
lowards the hinder part of a ship; behind, 
abandon (a-ban'dbn) [O.F. abandoner, 
from d bandon , at liberty; low L. bandum, 
proclamation], v.t. To give up, forsake; sur¬ 
render oneself unreservedly, n. Careless 
freedom of manner, abandoned, a. De¬ 
serted ; profligate, abandonment, n. The 
act of abandoning. 

abase (A-bas 7 ) [O.F. abaissier, late L. 
bassus, low], v.t. To humble, degrade, 
abasement, n. State of humiliation, 
abash (A-bash 7 ) [O.F. esba'ir, to express 
amazement], v.t. To put to shame or 
confusion, abashment, n. 
abate (a-bAt 7 ) [O.F. abatre , to beat down], 
v.t. To diminish, lessen, v.i. To become 
less, abatement, n. Deduction, 
abatis, abattis (A-bAt'is) [F. abatis], n. 
(Mil.) A defence of felled trees, 
abattoir (a-ba-twar 7 ) [F.], n. A public 
slaughter-house. 

abbacy (Sb'a-si), n. The office of an 
abbot, abbatial (a-ba 7 shi-al), a. ab'be 
[F.], n. A B,.C. ecclesiastic without a 
cure, ab'bess, n. A lady superior, 
abbey (Ab'i) [O.F. abeie], n. A monas¬ 
tery; the church attached, 
abbot (Ab'ot) [L. abbas , Syriac, abbd, 
father], n. The superior of a monastery, 
abbreviate (A-bre 7 vi-at) [L. abbrevidre ], 
vj. To shorten, abridge. abbrevia 7 tion, 
a, abbre viator, n. 


abdicate (Ab'di-kat) [L. ab-, from, dicdre, 
to declare], v.t. To resign, v.i. To relin¬ 
quish a throne or other dignity, abdlca 7 - 
tion, n. The act of abdicating, 
abdomen (Ab-do'mAn) [L.], n. The 
trunk between the thorax and pelvis; the 
belly, abdominal (Ab-dom 7 -), a. 
abduct (ab-dukt 7 ) [L.], v.t. To take 
away (esp. a woman or child) by guile or 
force, abduction, n. A taking away of a 
child, wife, or ward by fraud or force, 
abeam (a-bem 7 ) [A.-S.], adv. (Naut.) At 
right angles to the keel, 
abed (a-bSd 7 ) [A.-S.], adv. Gone to bed. 
aberdevine (Ab'er-de-vln), n. The siskin, 
aberrant (Ab-er'ant) [L. AB-, errare , 
wander], a. Wandering from the right 
way; deviating from type, aberration, n. 
abet (A-bet 7 ) [O.F.] v.t. To encourage 
or aid; to instigate (in a bad sense), abet¬ 
ment, n. abettor, n. 
abeyance (a-b&'ans) [O.F. abeance ], n. 
The state of being held back; dormancy, 
abhor (ab-hor 7 ) [L. ab-, horrere, to 
bristle, shudder], v.t. To loathe, shrink 
from with horror, abhorrence, n. ab¬ 
horrent, a. Exciting loathing, 
abide (A-bld 7 ) [A.-S.], v.i. To dwell in a 
place; to remain firm. v.t. To await ; 
tolerate, abiding, a. 
abigail (fib'i-gAl) [Heb.], n. A waiting- 
maid (1 Sam. xx. 5). 

ability (A-bil 7 i-ti) [O.F. abletf], n. Power, 
capacity; (pi.) intellectual gifts, 
abject (Ab'jekt) [L. AB-, away, jacere, to 
cast], a. Servile, degraded, abjectly, adv. 
abjure (Ab-joor 7 ) [L. ab-, jurare, to swear], 
v.t. To retract on oath. v.i. To take an 
oath of abjuration, abjuration, n. 
ablative (Ab'lA-tiv) [L. ab-, lotus, p.p. 
of fero, I bear], n. The case in Latin, etc., 
expressing separation or instrumentality, 
ablaze (a-blaz 7 ) [A.-S.], adv. or a. On fire, 
able (ftbl) [L. habilis, handy], a. Having 
sufficient power, skill, resources, etc., to 
do something indicated; gifted, vigorous, 
active, ably (Ab'li), adv. 
ablution (A-bloo 7 shun) [L. ab-, luere, to 
wash], n. The act of washing or purifying, 
abnegate (Ab 7 n6-gut) [L. ab-, negare , to 



abnormal 
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academy 


deny], v.t. To deny, refuse, abjure, abne¬ 
gation (-gA'shun), n. Renunciation, 
abnormal (Ab-norm'Al) [L.ab-, norma, rule], 
a. Not according to type, abnormal ity, 
n. Irregularity, deformity, abnormally, 
adv. abnor'mity. ». Departure from 
rule. 

aboard (A-b6rd') [Fr. d bord j, adv. In a 
ship or boat. 

abode (A-b6d') [abide], n. A habitation, 
abolish (A-bol'ish) [L. ab- oltre, to grow], 
v.t. To do away with, cancel, aboli'tion. 
n. aboli'tionist, n. One who favoured 
the abolition of slavery, 
abominate (A-bom'i-nAt) [L. abdmin&ri 
(AB-.OMEN), to dislike], v.t. to detest, hate 
exceedingly, abominable, a. abomina'- 
tion, n. 

aborigines (Ab-6-rij'i-nez) [L. AB-, origine, 
beginning], n.pl. The original inhabitants 
of a country, aboriginal, a. Indigenous, 
abort (A-b6rt') [L. AB-, oriri, to arise, 
grow], v.t. To make abortive, abortion, 
n. The production of the foetus before 
the time; anything which does not come 
to maturity, abortive, a. 
abound (4-bound') [L. abundare, to over¬ 
flow], v.i. To be rich (in), abounding, a. 
about (4-bout') [A.-S.], prep. Around, 
surrounding; near in time, space, number, 
quantity, or quality; on the point of; con¬ 
cerning, in connection with. adv. Nearly, 
above (A-biiv') [A.-S.], prep. Over; at a 
higher point; in excess of. adv. Over¬ 
head. above-board, adv. Openly, 
abrade (4-brad') [L. AB-, radere , to scrape], 
v.t. To rub or wear away by friction, 
abrasion (A-bra'zhun) [L. abrdsio], n. A 
rubbing away. 

abreast (4-brest') [A.-S.], adv. Side by 
side; up to the standard (of), 
abridge (A-brij') [O.F. abregier], v.t. To 
shorten, epitomize, abridgment, n. 
abroach (A-br6ch') [A.-S.], adv. Broached; 
in a position allowing liquor to run out 
freely. 

abroad (4-bra wd') [A.-S.], adv. At large; 

out of doors; in a foreign country, 
abrogate (Ab'r6-gAt) [L. ab-, rogare, to 
ask], v.t. To repeal, abroga tion, n. 
abrupt (A-brhpt') [L. abruptus, broken off], 
a. Very steep; disconnected, 
abscess (ab'ses) [L. abscessus], n. A 
gathering of pus in a tissue of the body, 
abscond (&b-skond') [L. ab-, condere, to 
hide,] v.i. To go away secretly, 
absent (Ab'sent) [L. abesse, to be away], a. 
Away from a place; wanting; inattentive 
to passing events, absence, n. absent', 
v.refl. To keep oneself away, absentee', 
n. One who is habitually absent, esp. a 
landlord from his estate, 
absinthe (Ab'sinth) [F.], n. A liqueur 
flavoured with wormwood, 
absolute (&b'so-loot) [L. absolutus], a. 
Independent; self-existent; arbitrary, des¬ 
potic; perfect; (Oram.) applied to a case 
not determined by any other word in a 
sentence; (Chem.) free from mixture, 
absolution f&b-s6-loo'shun), n. Remission, 


forgiveness; the pardon of sins by a priest 
after confession. 

absolutism (Ab'so-lu-tizm), n. Despotic 
government, absolutist, a. Pertaining to 
despotism. 

absolve (Ab-solv 7 ) [L. ab-, solvere, to loosen], 
v.t. To pardon, acquit; pronounce for¬ 
giveness of sins to a penitent, 
absorb (Ab-sdrb') [L. AB-, sorbere. to suck 
up], v.t. To drink in. absorbent, a. 
absorption (Ab-sorp'shun) [L. absorptio], n. 
The act of absorbing, absorptive, a. 
abstain (Ab-stan') [L. ab-, away, tenere, 
to hold], v.i. To refrain (from), ab¬ 
stainer, n. One who refrains, esp. from 
intoxicants. 

abstemious (Ab-ste'ini-us) [L.], a. Sparing, 
esp. in use of food and drink, 
abstention (Ab-sten'shun) [abstain], n. 
The act of abstaining, ab'stinence, n. 
Refraining, esp. from some indulgence, 
absterge (Ab-stfirj') [L. ab-, tenjere, to 
wipe], v.t. To cleanse; to purge by medi¬ 
cine. abstergent, a. 
abstinence [ABSTENTION], 
abstract (Ab-strAkt') [L. abstradus ], v.t. 
To take away, remove; to consider apart 
from other things; to epitomize, summa¬ 
rize. ab'stract, a. Separated from par¬ 
ticular things, ideal; not concrete, n. An 
epitome, abstracted, o. Absent-minded, 
abstraction (Ab-strak'shun), n. The act 
of separating or taking away; being en¬ 
grossed in thought; an abstract idea, 
abstruse (Ab-stroos') [L. AB-, trudere, to 
push], a. Recondite, abstruseness, 
n. 

absurd (4b-s6rd') [L. ab-, surdus, deaf], 
a. Contrary to reason; nonsensical, ab¬ 
surdity, n. 

abundance (A-bfin'dAns) IL. abundantia , 
abound], n. Plenteousness, abundant, a. 
Ample. 

abuse (A-buz') [L. ab-, uti, to use], v.t. 
To misuse; to reproach coarsely, abuser, 
n. abuse (4-bus'), n. Improper treat¬ 
ment; a corrupt custom; scurrilous 
language, abusive, a. 
abut (4-btit) [O.F. abouler (d, to, but, 
end)], v.t. To border upon, abutment, n. 
That which borders; a pier or wall against 
which an arch rests. 

abysm (A-bizm') [O.F. abisme], n. A poet¬ 
ical form of abyss, abys'mal, a. Profound, 
immeasurable. 

abyss (A-bis') [L. abyssus, bottomless], 
n. A vast depth, chasm, or cavity; prime¬ 
val chaos; (fig.) anything profound and 
unfathomable, abyssal, a. 
ac- [L. ad], pref. As in accord, acquire. 
-ac [Gr. -akos], mf. Pertaining to, e.g. 
demoniac. 

acacia (A-ka'shA) [Gr. akakia (akS, a point, 
thorn)], n. A genus of trees, 
academy (4-kAd'e-mi) [Gr. akademeia (the 
garden at Athens where Plato taught)], n. 
A place for higher education; a society 
for promoting literature, science or art. 
academ'ic, a. Professorial, unpractical, 
academicals, n. pi. Cap and gown, acad- 







acanthus 
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accuse 


emicaily, adv. academician, ft. A 
member of an academy, 
acanthus (a-kAn'thiis) [Gr. akanthos, a 
thorn], n. The plant bear’s-breech; (Arch.) 
an ornament resembling its foliage, 
accede (ak-s6d') [L. AC-, cedere, to come], 
v.i. To agree to, assent; to come to (an 
office or dignity), ac'cess, ». Admis¬ 
sion to; means of approach; increase, 
accessible, o. Capable of being ap¬ 
proached; easy of access, accessibil¬ 
ity, n. accessibly, adv. accession (Ak- 
sesh'un, n. Going or coming to; agreeing 
or consenting to; an addition, improve¬ 
ment. access'ory, o. Contributive; ac¬ 
companying ; guilty, not as the chief actor, 
but by assisting or concealing the offender, 
n. An accomplice; any secondary accom¬ 
paniment. 

accelerate (ak-sel'6r-at) [L. AC-, celer, 
swift], v.t. To hasten; to increase the 
velocity of; to bring nearer in point of 
time, acceleration, n. accelerator, n. A 
device fitted to motor-cars for allowing the 
engine to run at an accelerated speed, 
accent (ak'sent) [L. accetdum (ad-, can- 
tun, singing)], n. Prominence given to a 
syllable; manner of speaking peculiar to 
an individual, locality, etc.; a mark used 
to direct the stress of the voice; (pi.) words, 
language, accent', v.t. To lay stress upon 
a syllable or word, or passage of music, 
accen'tual, a. (Prosody) Accented verse 
as distinguished from that governed by 
quantity, accentuate, ei. To emphasize, 
accentuation, n. 

accept (Ak-sept') [L. AC-, caperc, to take] 
v.t. To take what is offered; agree to. ac¬ 
ceptable, a. acceptance, n. The act of 
receiving; agreement to terms; an ac¬ 
cepted bill of exchange; the subscription 
to a bill of exchange, acceptation, «. 
Favourable reception; the recognized sense 
of an expression, acceptor, n. 
accidence (ak'si-dens) [L. accidentia ], n. 
That part of grammar which deals 
with the inflection (i.e. the accidents) of 
words. 

accident (Ak si-d6nt) [L. A0-, cadere, to fall], 
n. An unexpected event proceeding from 
au unknown cause; a mishap, acci¬ 
dental, a. Occurring unexpectedly; ad¬ 
ventitious. 

acclaim (a-kiam') [L. AC-, cldmare, to 
shout], v.t. To applaud loudly, welcome 
with enthusiasm, v.i. To shout applause, 
acclamation, n. 

acclimatize (u-kli'ma-tiz) [F. d, to, dimat, 
climate], v.t. To habituate to a new 
climate, acclimatization, ft. 
acclivity (a-kiiv'i-ti) [L. A0-, cUvws, a 
slope], ft. An upward slope, 
accolade (ak-ko-lad') [F. accolade (L. a©-, 
culhim, neck)], w. The ceremony of con¬ 
ferring knighthood; (Mus.) a brace unit¬ 
ing several staves. 

accommodate (A-kom'mo-dati [L. accom- 
V'Oddre], v.t. To make suitable, to lit; to 
bring into harmony; to supply or furnish, 
accommodating,a. Obliging, complying. 


accommodation, n. Adjustment, com¬ 
promise: supplying a want; a loan, 
accompaniment (A-kum'pAn-i-ment) [F. 
accompagnement ], n. Something attendant 
upon another thing; (Mus.) the part per¬ 
formed by instruments accompanying the 
voice, accompanist, w. (Mus.) The per¬ 
former who plays the accompaniment, 
accompany (A-kum-pA-ni) [F. accompagmr 
(a, to, cotnpagne, companion)], v.t. To go 
with, escort; to exist along with. v.i. 
(Mus.) To play the accompaniment, 
accomplice (A-kom'plis) [L. corn-, together, 
pliedre, to fold], w. A partner in crime, 
accomplish (a-kom'plish) [late L. accom- 
plere (AC-, romplere, to fill up)], v.t. To 
complete, fulfil, achieve, accomplished, 
a. Having the attainments perfecting one 
for good society, accomplishment, n. 
accord (a-kord') [L. AO, cor, cordis, 
heart], v.t. To cause to agree, to adjust, 
grant, v.i. To agree, to be in harmony, 
ft. Agreement, harmony, accordance, «. 
accordant, a. according, part.a. and adv. 
Agreeing, corresponding (to), agreeably 
with, accordingly, adv. 
accordion (ii-kor'di-on) [It. accordare, to 
tune], w. A small keyed instrument in 
which the notes are produced by bellows 
action on metal reeds, 
accost (A-kost') [late L. accostdre (ao, 
costa, a rib, side)], vX. To approach, to 
address. 

accouchement (a-koosh'maw) [F.], w. Con¬ 
finement, lying-in. accou'cheur,n. A man 
midwife, accoucheuse', w. A midwife, 
account (A-kount') [1.. com-, together, 
putare, to reckon], vJL. To compute, count; 
to regard as, deem. v.i. To give a reason, 
explanation, or answer, n. Statement 
showing the balance, register of debit and 
credit; advantage, behalf, sake, account¬ 
able, a. Liable to be called on to render 
an account, accountant, n. One who 
keeps or inspects accounts, accountant- 
general, n. accountancy, n. 
accoutre (a-koo'ter) [med. F. accoustrer], 
v.t. To array in military dress, accoutre¬ 
ments, n. Outfit. 

accredit (A-kred'it) [F.; see credit], v.t. 

To sanction; send with credentials, 
accretion [L. accrltus], n. Increase by ex¬ 
ternal additions; a part added, 
accrue(a-kroo ) lO.F. acreue, growth], v.i. 
To increase; to come to. 
accumulate (a-ku'mu-lil) [L. accumuldre, 
to heap up], vX. To pile one thing on 
another; to amass, v.i. To grow by ad¬ 
ditions. accumula'tioii, n. accumu¬ 
lative, a. accumulator, n. An appara¬ 
tus for the storage of electricity, 
accurate (Ak'u-rAt) [L. uccardtus, p.p. of 
accurdrt, from cura, care], a. Careful, 
exact, accurately, adv. accuracy, n. 
accursed (A-kCr'sed) [A.-S.], a. Lying under 
a eurse; detestable; excommunicated, 
accusative (A-ku'zA-tiv) [F. accusatif], a. 
Belonging to the objective ease, 
accuse (A-kuz') [L. ao, causa, cause, law¬ 
suit], vX. To charge with a crime, ete.. 




accustom 
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ad 


to indict, accuser, n. accusa tion, n. 
accu'satory, a. 

accustom (a-kus't6m) [O.P. acostumer ], r.f. 
To make familiar by use. accustomed, a. 
ace (as) [L. as, a unit], n. The single point 
on cards or dice; a trifle. 

-aceous, suf. Of the nature of, e.g. crust - 
aceous, cretaceous, farinaceous, filaceous. 
acerbity (a-ser'bi-ti) [L. acerbus, bitter], n. 

Sourness; harshness of speech, etc. 
acetic (a-se'tik) [L. acitum , vinegar], n. 
Pertaining to vinegar, sour, ac'etate, n. 
A salt of acetic acid. 

acetylene (4-set'i-len), n. A gas composed 
of carbon and hydrogen, 
ache (ak) [A.-S. acan], v.i. To suffer pain 
or distress, n. Continuous pain, 
achieve (a-chev') [F. a chef, L. ad caput, 
to a head], v.t. To accomplish; to bring 
about by effort, achievement, n. 
achromatic (ak-rd-mat'ik) [Qr. a-, not, 
chrOma, colour], a. Colourless, 
acid (Ss'id) [L. acidus, sour], a. Tart, 
sharp to the taste, n. A sour substance, 
acid'ity, n. Sourness, acid'ify, v.t. To 
render acid, acid'ulous, a. A little acid, 
acidulated, o. Rendered slightly acid, 
•acious, suf. Abounding in, characterized 
fry* e-g. loquacious, tenacious. 

-acity, suf. The quality of; forming nouns 
from adjectives in -ACIOUS. 
acknowledge (ak-nol'6j) [A.-S. acknoice, 
endwan, to know], v.t. To own the truth 
of, admit; recognize the authority of. 
acknowledgment, n. Recognition, admis¬ 
sion; receipt; expression of gratitude. 
»acle, suf. Diminutive of nouns, e.g. pin¬ 
nacle. 

acme (Sk'me) [Gr. akme, an gdge], n. The 
highest point, the culmination, 
acolyte (ak'd-lit) [Gr. akolouthos, a fol¬ 
lower], n. An inferior officer in the R.C. 
Church; an attendant, 
aconite (Sk'6-nlt) [Gr. akoniton 1, n. The 
common monk’s-hood or wolf’s-bane. 
acorn (a'korn) [A.-S. cecem], n. The fruit 
of the oak. 

acotyledon (&-kot-i-le'ddn) [Gr. a-, not, 
kotule , a cup], n. A plant without distinct 
seed-lobes, acotyledonous, a. 
acoustic (a-kou'stik) [Gr. akouein, to hear], 
a. Pertaining to the ear or hearing, 
acoustician, n. One skilled in acoustics, 
acoustics, n. The science of sound and 
of the phenomena of hearing, 
acquaint (&-kwant') [L. AD-, to, cognitum , 
known], v.t. To inform, to communicate 
Intelligence, acquaintance, n. The state 
of knowing person or thing; a person 
whom one knows, acquaintanceship, n. 
acquiesce (ak-wi-es') [L. acquiiscere], v.i. 
To submit to; accept tacitly, to concur 
in. acquiescence, n. acquiescent, a. 
acquire (a-kwir') [L. AC-, queerere, to seek], 
v.t. To obtain, acquirement, n. A 
personal attainment, acquisition, n. 
The act of acquiring; the object acquired, 
acquisitive, a. 

acquit (a-kwit') [late L. aquitttre ], v.t. To 
release from a charge, etc. vjt. To dis- ' 


charge the duties of one’s position, ac¬ 
quittal, n. Discharge from arrest, a 
promise, debt, or other obligation; per¬ 
formance. acquittance, n. A receipt, 
acre (a'ker) [A.-S. cecer, a field], n. A 
superficial measure containing 4,840 square 
yards; tilled or enclosed land, acreage, n. 
The area of land in acres, 
acrid (sik'rid) [L. deer dcris, pungent], o. 
Sharp to the taste; irritating, 
acrimony (Sk'ri-mo-ni) [L. acrimOnia , 
sharpness], n. Bitterness of temper or 
manner, acrimo'nious, o. 
acrobat (ftk'ro-b&t) [Gr. akrobatos], n. A 
performer of daring gymnastic feats; a 
rope-dancer, acrobatic, a. 
acropolis (4-krop'd-lis) [Gr.], n. The 
citadel of a Greek town, especially that 
of Athens. 

across (a-kros') [A.-S.], adv. or prep. 
Transversely, from side to side, athwart, 
acrostic (A-kros'tik) [Gr. aero, on the top, 
stichos, a row], n. A verse composition in 
which the initial letters of the lines con¬ 
stitute a word. 

act (&kt) [L. actus, a doing, from agere, to 
do], n. That which is done, a deed; a 
principal division of a play; a law or edict 
of a legislative body. v.t. To play the 
part of; impersonate, v.i. To exert 
power; carry out a purpose; behave; 
to perform as an actor, acting, a. 
Performing dramatically; doing tem¬ 
porary duty. n. Action; dramatic per¬ 
formance. actor, actress, n. 
actinic (Ak-tin'ik) [Gr.], a. Pertaining to 
rays, ac'tinism, n. The property in rays 
of light by which chemical changes are pro¬ 
duced; the radiation of light or heat, 
action (ak'shun) [F. action, L. actibnem, 
acc. of actio, a doing, performance; ACT], 
n. The state or condition of doing; 
activity; anything done; a battle; the 
mechanism of an instrument; gesture; 
the main subject of a play, etc.; a legal 
process or suit, actionable, a. Fur¬ 
nishing ground for an action at law. 
active (Sk'tiv) [L. aclivus ; act], a. Pos¬ 
sessed of power of acting; agile; busy; 
denoting action, activ'ity, n. 
actual (Sk'tu-al) [L. actualis], a. Real, 
existing, actuality, n. 
actuary (Sk'tu-a-ri) [L. actu&rius, account- 
keeper], n. One skilled in statistics, esp. 
connected with insurance, 
actuate (Sk'tu-at) [med. L. actutUvs'], v.t. 

To put in action, furnish the motive of. 
acumen (i-ku'men) [L. acuere, to sharpen], 
n. Shrewdness, keen penetration, 
acute (a-kut') [L. acuere, to sharpen], a. 
Sharp, penetrating; quick to perceive 
minute distinctions; piercing (of pain); 
the accent ('); {Med.) attended with 
violent symptoms; {Geom.) less than a 
right angle. 

-acy, suf. Forming nouns of quality, 
state, condition, etc.; e.g. fallacy , infancy. 
ad-, pref. Signifying motion towards, 
direction to, adherence, etc.; e.g. adduce , 
adhere , adjacent, admire. 
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adage (Ad'Aj) [L. adagiuin], n. A proverb ; 
a pithy maxim. 

adagio (A-da'ji-5) [It., at leisure], adv. 
(Mu*.) Slowly, gracefully, 
adamant (Ad'A-mAnt) [Gr. a-, not, damab, 
I tame], n. A stone of impenetrable 
hardness; loadstone, diamond, a. In¬ 
tensely hard; unfeeling, adaman'tine, a. 
adapt (A-dapt') [L. AD-, to, aptare , from 
aptus , fit], v.t. To adjust to, to remodel, 
adaptable, a. adapta tion, n. 
add (Ad) [L. AD-, to, dare , to put], v.t. To 
put together, unite; put into one total; 
annex, addition (A-dish'un), n. Tk pro¬ 
cess of adding; the thing added, ad¬ 
ditional, a. Supplementary, 
addendum (A-den'dum) [L.], n. A thing 
to be added, an addition; an appendix, 
adder (Ad'Ar) [A.-S. noedre ], n. The 
common viper. 

addict (A-dikt') [L. addictus ], v.t. To 
apply habitually, to habituate, v.r. To 
make oneself a slave to (a vice), addicted, 
part.a. Given over to, prone, addiction, n. 
addle (Adi) [A.-S. adela, mire, filth], o. 
Putrid, as an egg; (Jig.) idle, vain, con¬ 
fused. v.t. To confuse (mentally), addle - 
headed, a. Muddle-headed, 
address (A-dres') [F. adresser ], v.t. To 
direct a communication to; speak to; 
write the address or direction on; make 
suit to; apply (oneself) to. n. A dis¬ 
course; tact, skill; bearing in conversa¬ 
tion; (pi.) courtship; the name of the 
place where one lives, addressee', n. 
One to whom a communication is addressed, 
adduce (a-dfis') [L. AJD-, to, dUcere , to lead], 
v.t. To bring forward as a proof, to cite, 
adducible, a. Capable of being adduced, 
-ade, suf. Forms nouns from verbs, etc., 
e.g. cannonade , brigade , lemonade , parade. 
adenoid (Ad'en-oid) [Gr. adtn, an acorn], 
a. Glandular, pl.n. A spongy growth 
at the back of the nose, 
adept (A-dept') [L adeptus , one who has 
attained], n. One completely versed in 
any science or art. 

adequate (Ad'6-kwAt) [L. adcequdtus, 
made equal], a. Equal to, sufficient, 
adequacy, n. Adequateness, sufficiency, 
adhere (ad-her') [L. AD-, hcerere , to stick], 
v.t. To stick to; to remain attached to. 
adherence, n. adherent, a. Sticking to. 
n. A partisan. 

adhesion (Ad-he'zhtm) [F. adhesion], n. 
The act or state of sticking to or joining, 
adhesive, a. Able to adhere; sticky, 
adhibit (ad-hib'it) [L. AD-, hctbire , to hold], 
v.t. To append, use, employ, adhibitlon, 
n. Application, use. 

adieu (A-du') [F.], int. and n. God be with 
you; good-bye. 

adipocere (Ad'i-p5-s§r) [L. adeps, fat. cera. 
wax], n. A greyish-white soapy substance 
formed in dead bodies buried in moist 
places. 

adipose (Ad'i-pos) [L. adept, fat], a. Per¬ 
taining to fat, fatty. 

adjacent (Ad-ja's6nt) [L. AD-, jacere , to lie], 
a. Lying near to; neighbouring 


adjective (Ad'jek-tiv) [L. adjectlvus ], n. 
A part of speech joined to nouns to define 
their signification, adjecti'val, a. 
adjoin (ad-join') [O.F. ajoindre ], v.t. Tc 
be contiguous to. adjoining, a. 
adjourn (Ad-jArn') [O.F. ajomer], v.t. To 
put off or defer till a later period; tc 
postpone, v.t. To cease for the time 
being, adjournment, n. 
adjudge (ad-juj') [O.F. ajuger ], vj. To 
award by a judicial decision, to condemn, 
adjudicate (ad-joo'di-kAt) [L. A.D-, judicare, 
to judge], v.t. To judge, pronounce sen 
tence. v.t. To sit as a judge, ad 
judica'tion, n. adju'dicator, n. 
adjunct (Ad'junkt) [L. AD-, jungere , tc 
join], n. Any thing joined to another: 
an attribute, a. Added to. adjunc¬ 
tive, a. Joining. 

adjure (Ad-joor') [L. AD-, jUrdre , to swear, 
put to an oath], v.t. To charge upon oath, 
or upon pain of the divine displeasure. 

adjura'tion, n. 

adjust (ad-just') [L. AD-, juzta, near], 
v.t. To arrange; to fit, accommodate, 
settle, adjustment, n. 
adjutant (Ad'ju-tant) [L. adjutans ], n. 
An officer who assists the commanding 
officer; a gigantic Indian stork, 
admeasure (Ad-mezh'tir) [O.F. amesurer], 
v.t. To measure out, apportion, 
administer (Ad-min'is-ter) [L. ad-. 
ministrare , to minister], v.t. To manage : 
to tender, as an oath; to supply, ad¬ 
ministration, n. The act of administer 
ing; the executive functions of govern 
ment; the executive, administrative, a 
administrator, n. One who administers: 
(Law) one who manages the estate of an 
intestate. 

admiral (&d'mir-Al) [O.F. amiral , Arab. 
amir, a prince], n. The commander of 
a fleet or a division of a fleet, admiralty, 
n. The Government department that 
deals with the Navy; the building where 
they transact business, 
admire (Ad-mlr') [L. AD-, mirari, to 
wonder], v.t. To regard with wonder and 
pleasure; to have a high opinion of. 
admirable (fid'mir-abl), a. Worthy of 
admiration; excellent, admirably, adv. 
admira tion, n. Wonder excited by any¬ 
thing pleasing, admirer, n. 
admit (Ad-mit') [L. ad-, mittere, to send], 
v.t. To let in: accept as valid; acknow¬ 
ledge. admittance, n. admiss ible, 
admittable, a. Fit to be considered as 
evidence; qualified for entrance. ad- 
missibil'ity, n. admission, n. ad¬ 
mittedly, adv. Agreed, 
admixture (Ad-miks'tur) [L. admiscere ; 
Mix], n. An alloy; a foreign element, 
admonish (Ad-mon'ish) [L. ad-, mongre , 
to advise], v.t. To reprove gently; 
caution, admonisher, n admonish¬ 
ment, n. admoni'tion, n. 
ado (A-doo') [Scand. at, to, DO], n. Trouble, 
fuss. 

-ado [Sp. and Port.], suf . Forms nouns, 
e.g. desperado, tornado . 
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adolescent (&d-6-les'6nt) [L. adolescere , to 
grow up], a. Growing up to manhood, 
n. A person in the age of adolescence, 
adolescence, n. The period between 
childhood and manhood, 
adopt (a-dopt') [L. ad-, optare, to choose], 
v.t. To take into relationship (as heir, 
candidate, etc.); to embrace (a principle, 
cause, etc.), adoption, n. adoptive, o. 
Due to or by reason of adoption, 
adore (a-dor') [L. AD-, Ordre, to pray], v.t. 
To pay divine honours to; to regard with 
the utmost respect, adorer, n. A 
worshipper, admirer. adorable, a. 
adora tion, n. Divine worship; homage, 
adorn (a-dflrn') [L. AD-, omare, to deck], 
v.t. To ornament, embellish, adorn* 
ment, n. A decoration, ornament, 
adown (4-doun') [A.-S.], adv. From a 
higher to a lower place, prep. In a 
descending direction. 

adrift (a-drift') [DRIFT], adv. Drifting at 
the mercy of wind and waves; at a 
loss. 

adroit (a-droit') [F. d, to, droit, right], a. 

Dexterous, ready in resource, 
adulate (ad'u-lat) [L. adularx, to flatter], 
v.t. To fawn upon, flatter servilely, 
adulation, n. adulatory, a. 
adult (a-dult') [L. adultus ], o. Grown up, 
full-grown. «. One grown to maturity, 
adulterate (a-dfil't6r-&t) [L. adulterdre, to 
corrupt (ad-, to, alter&re , to change)], v.t. 
To debase a thing by mixing with it 
a baser substance, adultera'tion, n. 
adultery (fc-dul'ter-i) CL. adulterium; see 
ADULTERATE], n. Illicit sexual intercourse 
on the part of a married person, adul¬ 
terer, adulteress, n. adulterous, a. 
adumbrate (id'um-br&t) [L. adumbrare, 
to cast a shadow], v.t. To shadow forth, 
indicate faintly, adumbra'tion, n. ad¬ 
umbrative, a. Faintly representing, 
advance (ad-vans') [O.F. avancer ], v.t. 
To bring or move forward; promote; 
supply on credit, v.t. To move forward, 
to progress, n The act of moving for¬ 
ward; promotion; a rise (in price); pay¬ 
ment beforehand, a loan, advanced, a. 
advancement, n. Preferment, 
advantage (ad-van't&j) [F. avantage ], n. 
Favourable condition or circumstance; 
gain, superiority. v.t. To benefit; pro¬ 
mote the interests of. advantageous, a. 
Advent (Sd'vent) [L. AD-, venire , to come], 
n. The Incarnation and Second Coming 
of Christ; the four weeks before Christ¬ 
mas; a coming. 

adventitious (&d-ven-tish'iis) t L. adven- 
ticius , coming from abroad], a. Not 
properly pertaining to; accidental, 
adventure (ad-ven'chur) [O.F. aventure ], 
n. Hazard; an enterprise in which risk 
is incurred; a speculation, v.t. To risk, 
to hazard, adventurer, n. adven¬ 
turess, n. A woman who seeks to gain 
social position by false pretences, adven¬ 
turous, a. Fond of adventure; daring, 

adverb (ad'vcrb) [L. AD-, verbum , word], n. 


A word qualifying a verb, an adjective, or 
another adverb, adver'bial, a. 
adversary (&d'v6r sar-i) [L. adversarial; 
see adverse], n. An opponent, a foe. 
adverse (Sd'vers) [L. AD-, towards, vertere, 
to turn], a. Acting in a contrary direc¬ 
tion; hostile; opposite in position 
adver'sitj, n. Misfortune, 
advert (ad-vgrt) [L., adverse], v.t. To turn 
attention to, refer to. advertence, n. 
Attention, notice, regard, 
advertise (id v6r-tlz) [F. avertissement], 
v.t. To give notice of; make publicly 
known, v.i. To give public notice, 
advertisement, n. advertiser, n. 
advice (id-vis') [L. AD-, visum, seen], 
n. Opinion as to course of action; i ormai 
notice. 

advise (id-viz') [late L. advlsdre ; see 
ADVICE], v.t. To counsel; to inform 
advi'sedly, adv. With mature deliber¬ 
ation. advisable, a. Proper, befitting, 
advisory, a. Having power to advise, 
advocate (id'v6-kat) [L. ad-, voedre , to 
call], n. One who defends or promotes 
a cause; an intercessor, v.t. To plead 
in favour of, recommend, advocacy, n. 
advowson (id-vou'zon) [L. advocatiOnem], 
n. The right of presentation to a benefice, 
adze (idz) [A.-S. adesa], n. An axe with 
an arched blade at right angles to the 
handle. 

sedile (5'dll) [L. cedes, a building], n. A 
magistrate *n ancient Rome, 
aegis (e'jis) [L.], n. A shield; protection, 
a protective influence. 

aeon (e'dn) [Gr. aidn ], n. An age of the 
universe; a period of immense duration, 
aerate (&'er-&t) [L. art, air], vj. To 
charge with air or other gas. aerated, 
part.a. Charged with air or carbonic acid 
gas; effervescent. 

aerial (ft-fir'i-al) [L. air , air, -AL], a. Be¬ 
longing to the air; airy, thin; immaterial, 
n. A wire to catch messages in wireless 
telegraphy. 

aerie, aery (&'6r-i), eyrie, eyry (I'ri) 
[med. L. aerid], n. The nest of a bird of 
prey, esp. an eagle; the brood of such birds, 
aero- [L. air, the air], comb. form. Per¬ 
taining to the air, e.g. aeroplane, aeronaut. 
aerodrome (ar'6-drom) [Gr. dromos, race, 
race-course], n. A station for aeroplanes, 
aerodynamics (ar-o-di-n^m'iks) [DYNA¬ 
MICS], n. The science wmen treats or 
gases in motion. 

aerolite (a'er-6-lit) [aero-, Gr. lithos. a 
stone], ». A stone which falls from space, 
aeronaut (5'6r-6-nawt) [Gr. nautis, a 
sailor], n. One who sails or floats in the 
air: a balloonist, aeronautics, n. The 
science or art of aerial navigation, 
aeroplane (fcr'6-plSn) [aero-, plane], n. 
A flying machine fitted with one or more 
fixed planes that are supported by the air. 
aerostatics (a-6r-o-stat'iks) [Gr. statikos , 
causing to stand], n. The science which 
treats of air at rest: aeronautics, 
aesthete (es'thet) [Gr. aislhiies, one who 
perceives], n. One who professes a special 
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appreciation of the beautiful, aesthetic, a. 
aestheticism, n. Devotion to the study 
of the beautiful, aesthetics, n. The 
theory or philosophy of the perception of 
the beautiful. 

aetiology (A-ti-ol'd-ji) [Gr. aitia , a cause, 
-OLOGY], n. An account of or assignment 
of a cause; the philosophy of causation, 
aetiological (et-i-o loj'ik-Al), o. 
afar (A-far') [A.-S.], adv. Prom, at, to a 
distance 

affable (Af'Abl) [L. affShills'], a. Cour¬ 
teous, benign, affability (Af-4-bil'i-ti), n. 
affair (a-far') [P. d, to, faire, to do], n. 
Any kind of business; (pi.) business; 
finances. 

affect (4-fekt') [L. AD-, facere , to do, 
act], v.t. To tend towards, aim at; to 
fancy, like; to feign, pretend; to exert 
an influence upon, affec'ted, a. Pre¬ 
tending to what is not natural or real, 
affecting, a. Touching; exciting emotion, 
affection (A-fek'shun) [F.], n. Reeling, 
disposition, love; malady, disease.' affec¬ 
tionate, a. Of a loving disposition, 
affiance (a-fl'ans) [L. ad-, fidus , faith¬ 
ful], n. Plighting of faith, betrothal, 
affidavit (AfidA'vit) [late L., affiddre, to 
make oath], n. A voluntary affirmation 
sworn before a person qualified to ad¬ 
minister an oath. 

affiliate (A-fil'i-ftt) [L. AD-, filius , a son]. 
v.t. To adopt; to receive as a son; to 
assign (an illegitimate child) to Its father, 
aflfilia'tion, n. 

affinity (a-fin-i-ti) [L. AD-, finis , end, 
border], n. Relationship; attraction, and 
its object. 

affirm (4-f5rm') [L. AD-, firmus, strong], 
v.t. To assert positively or confidently. 
v.t. To make a solemn affirmation in lieu 
of oath, afffrma'tion, n. That which 
is affirmed, affirm'ative, a. Containing 
an affirmation; confirmatory, 
affix (A-fiks') [med. L. affixdre , FIX], v.t. 
To fasten, annex, n. (if'fiks), An addi¬ 
tion; a syllable added to a word, 
afilation (a-fla'shun) [L. ad -,fldre, to blow], 
n. The act of blowing or breathing upon; 
inspiration, afflatus, n. Inspiration, 
afflict (A-flikt') [L. AD-, fitgere, to strike], 
v.t. To inflict pain on. affliction, n. 
affluent (Af'lu-Ant) [L. AD-, fiuere , to 
flow], a. Flowing, wealthy, n. A tribu¬ 
tary. affluence, n. Abundance, wealth, 
afford (a-ford') [A.-S. ge-, forthian , to 
further], v.t. To yield the means; to be 
able to bear the expense of. 
afforest (A-for'est) [forest], v.t. To con¬ 
vert into forest, afforesta'tion, n. 
affray (A-frft') [O.F. effreir], v.t. To 
frighten, n. Commotion; a fight, 
affright (A-frit') [A.-S. d-, intens., fyrlitan , 
to frighten], v.t. To frighten, to terrify. 
n. l right, terror. 

affront (a-frfint') [L. AD-, against, frontem , 
forehead], v.t. To insult, n. An in¬ 
sult; contemptuous or rude treatment, 
afield (A-f§ld') [A.-S.], adv. To or in the 
field; at a distance. 


afire (A-flri), adv. and a. On fire, 
afloat (A-flfit') [M.E. on fiote ], a. or adv. 

Floating; aboard ship; solvent; current, 
afoot (a-fut'), n. On foot; in motion, 
afore (a-fdr') [A.-S.], adv. Before, afore¬ 
said, a. Said or mentioned before, 
aforethought, a. Premeditated, 
afraid (A-frad') [p.p. of affray], pred.a. 
Impressed with fear; terrified, 
afresh (A-fresh') [A.-S.], adv. Again, 
anew, freshly. 

African (Af'ri-kAn) [L. Africa], a. Per¬ 
taining to Africa, n. A native of 
Africa, or of African race. 

Afrikander (Sf-ri-kAn'der) [Dut.], n. and 
a. One (esp. of Dutch descent) born in 
South Africa of white parents, 
aft (aft) [A.-S.], a. or adv. Towards the 
stern of a vessel; abaft, 
after (after) [A.-S.], adv., prep., and conj. 
In the rear; behind; in pursuit of; 
following (in time), a. Later, sub¬ 
sequent. after-math, n. Grass which 
springs up after a first crop has been 
mown; a sequel, afternoon, n. Between 
midday and evening. afterthought. 
Reflection after the act; a belated explana¬ 
tion. afterwards, adv. At a later period, 
again (4-gAn') [A.-S.], adv. A second time, 
once more, in addition, 
against (A-g&nst') [AGAIN], prep. In 
opposition to, opposite to, in contrast to; 
in contact with. 

agape (A-gftp') [A-S.], adv. and pred.a. 
On the gape, in an attitude or condition 
of wondering expectation, 
agate (Ag'At) [Gr. achatls], n. A varie- 
gated form of silica, used for seals, eto. 
age (Aj) [O.F. aage], n. A period or the 
duration of life; maturity, senility; an 
epoch; an aeon. v.i. To grow old. 
aged (ftjd, A'jAd), a. Of a certain age, old. 
-age, suf. Forms abstract or collective 
nouns, e.g. baronage , courage ; notes act of 
doing or thing done, e.g. passage , voyage. 
agenda (4-ien'dA) [L. agere , to do], n.pl . 
Things to be done; business to be trans¬ 
acted. 

agent (A'jAnt) [L. agere , to do], n. One 
who or that which exerts power; a 
deputy, agency, n. The business of an 
agent; causative action, 
agglomerate (A-glom'Ar-at) [L. ad-, 
glomus , a ball], v.t. To heap up into a 
mass, agglomeration, n. 
agglutinate (4-gloo'tin-At) [L. AD-, gluten , 
glue], v.t. To cause to adhere, a. Glued 
together; (Philol.) consisting of simple 
words, or roots combined into compounds, 
agglutination, n. 

aggrandize (Ag'rAn-dlz) [F. agrandir , to 
greaten], v.t. To enlarge; to make great, 
to exalt, aggran'dizement, n. 
aggravate (ag'rA-vftt) [L. ad-, gravUre, to 
make heavy], v.t. To intensify; ( colloq .) 
to provoke, irritate, aggravating, o. 
Provoking, aggravation, n. 
aggregate (5g're-gat) [L. ad, to, grex 
gregis , a flock], v.t. To collect together, 
bring into a whole, o. Collected to- 
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gether. n. A mass formed by union; 
the total, aggregation, n. The act of 
collecting together; an aggregate, 
aggression (a-gresh'hn) [L. aggress tire, 
gradior, I walk], n. An unprovoked 
attack or injury. aggress'ive, a. 
aggress'or, n. One who begins a quarrel, 
aggrieve (a-grev') [L. gravis , heavy], v.t. 
To cause grief, pain, or injustice to. 
aghast (d-gast') [A.-S.], a. Terrified, 
agile (ij'il) [L. agilis, nimble], a. Quick, 
nimble, active, agility (a-jil'iti), n. 
igitate (5j'i-tat) [L. agitdtus], v.t. To 
shake or move briskly; to excite, v.i. 
To bring forward a question for public 
discussion, agitation, n. Commotion; 
public excitement, agitator, n. One who 
excites political agitation, 
aglow (a-glo') [A.-S.], adv. In a glow, 
agnate (ag'ndt) [L. ad-, gnatus, born], a. 
Related on the father’s side; hence, 
allied, akin. 

agnomen (dg-nd'men) [L. AD-, ( g)nOmen, 
name], n. An additional name, 
agnostic (ag-nos'tik) [Gr. agnostos , ig¬ 
norant of], n. One who denies that man 
can know anything of God or have any 
knowledge except of phenomena, ag¬ 
nosticism, n. 

igo (a-go') [a-, forth, GO], a. and adv. Gone 
by, since. 

agog (a-gog') [O.F. en gogues ], adv. In a 
state of expectation; astir. 

-agogue [Gr. agbgos, leading], comb. form. 
A leader, as in demagogue, pedagogue. 
agony (5g'o-ni) [Gr. agdnia , contest], n. 
Anguish of mind; a paroxysm; the death 
struggle, agonizing, a. 
agrarian (a-grar'i-an) [L. agr&rius], a. 
Pertaining to landed property or cultivated 
land, agrarianism, n. Political agita¬ 
tion concerning land or land-tenure, 
agree (d-gre') [O.F. agrker ], v.i. To be of 
one mind; to coincide; to suit, agree¬ 
able, a. Pleasant; favourable; con¬ 
formable. agreement, n. Mutual under¬ 
standing; a contract legally binding, 
agriculture (ag'ri-kul-tur) [L. ager, CUL¬ 
TURE], n. The science and art of cultivating 
the soil, agricultural, a. agriculturist, 
n. One engaged in agriculture, 
aground, adv. and a. Stranded, 
ague (5'gu) [O.F.], n. A malarial fever, 
ah (a), int. Expressing various emotions, 
ahead, adv. and a. In advance; forward, 
ahoy (a-hoi') [HOY], int. (Naut .) Used in 
hailing. 

aid (Sd) [O.F. aider], v.t. To assist, help. 
n. Help, succour. 

aide-de-camp (d'dd-con) [F.], n. An 
officer attending a general, 
aigrette (5'gret) [F.], n. The egret; a 
tuft of feathers like the egret’s; a spray 
of gems worn on the head, 
ail (51) [A.-S. eglan], v.i. To be in pain or 
trouble, ailment, n. Sickness, 
aim (am) [O.F. aesmer], v.t. To direct; 
endeavour; point at with a weapon. 
v.i. To take aim; form plans, n. The 
point aimed at; design, aimless, a. , 


air (dr) [Gr. air], n. The atmosphere; a 
light breeze; manner, mien; haughtiness 
{chiefly in pi.); a tune. v.t. To ventilate, 
show off. air-man, n. A man who flies 
an aeroplane or air-ship, air-ship, n. A 
dirigible balloon carrying its own motive 
power, air-tight, a. So tight as to 
prevent the passage of the air. airing, 
n. Exposure to the free action of the air, 
or to a fire; a walk or ride in the open 
air. airy, a. airily, adv. airiness, n. 
aisle (il) [L. ala (axilla), wing], n. A 
lateral division of a church, 
ajar (1) (d-jar') [A.-S. on cerre, on the 
turn], adv. Partly open, as a door, 
ajar (2) (d-jar 7 ) [a-, jar], adv. At discord, 
akimbo (a-kim'bo) [ ? ], adv. With 

hands resting on hips and elbows turned 
outwards. 

akin (d-kin 7 ) [a-, KIN], a. Allied by blood, 
-al, suf. Belonging to, capable of, like, 
e.g. annual, equal', forming substantives, 
e.g. canal, hospital. 

alabaster (il'a-bas'tfer) [O.F. alabastre ], 
n. Gypsum, white or delicately shaded, 
alack (d-lak 7 ) [a, ah, LACK], int. Expressing 
grief, alackaday, int. 
alacrity (d-lak'ri-ti) [L. alacer, brisk], n. 

Eagerness; vivacity, cheerful ardour, 
alamode (a-la-mod) [F., in the fashion], 
adv. and a. Fashionable, n. A thin 
black silk. 

alarm (a-larm 7 ) [O.F. alarme ], n. A 
warning of danger; terror and surprise. 
v.t. To rouse to a sense of danger, 
alarming, a. alarmist, n. One who 
creates panic. 

alarum (a-ldr'fim), n. [alarm], (poet.. 
An alarm; an alarm-clock or watch, 
alas (d-las 7 ) [O.F. o, ah I las I wretched], 
int. Expressive of sorrow, grief, pity, 
etc. 

albatross (5l 7 bd-tros) [Arab, al, quadra *, 
the pelican], n. The largest sea-bird, 
albeit (awl-be'it), conj. Although, 
albert (dl'bdrt) [Prince Albert], n. A short 
watch-chain. 

albino (dl-be'nfi) [L. albus , white], n. A 
human, animal, or plant in which the 
colour pigment is absent, resulting in an 
abnormally light colour, 
album (al'bum) [L. neut. of albus, white], 
n. A blank book for the insertion of 
autographs, etc. 

albumen (51-bu'men) [L. albumen, white of 
egg], n. The white of egg; (Bot.) the 
substance between the skin and embryo 
of many seeds, albuminous, a. 
alcaic (dl-kd'ik), n. The lyric metre used 
by Alcaeus ( c. 600 B.C.). 
alchemy (51'kd-mi) [Arab, al, kimia ], «. 
The chemistry of the Middle Age 3 , the 
search for the philosophers’ stone, etc. 
alchemist, n. 

alcohol (dl'ko-hol) [Arab, al, the, koh'l , 
powder to stain the eyelids], n. Pure 
spirit, spirits of wine; any intoxicating 
liquor, alcoholic, a. al coholism, n. 
alcove (il'kov) [Arab, alquobbah, the 
vault], n. A vaulted recess; a bower. 
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alder (awl'd£r) [A.-S.], «. An English 
tree growing in moist places, 
alderman (awl'd5r-m4n; [A.-S. ealdor , a 
chief], n. A civic dignitary next below 
the mayor, al'dermanry, n. 
alderney (awl'der-ni) [name of island], n. 
A breed of cattle common in the Channel 
Islands. 

ale (41) [A.-S. ealu], n. An intoxicating 
liquor made by fermenting malt, ale¬ 
house, n. A tavern licensed to sell 
ale. 

alee (4-le') [O.N.], adv. and a. On the lee 
side; to leeward. 

alert (4-lSrt') [F. alerte ], a. Watchful, 
sprightly. 

alexandrine (41-6g-z4n'drin) [F.], n. 

Iambic verse with six feet, 
alfresco (al-fres'ko) [It. in the fresh], 
adv. and a. In the open air, open-air. 
alga (41'g4) [L.], n. (pi. algae) A seaweed, 
algebra (41'j§-br4) [Arab, al-jebr , the re¬ 
union of parts], n. Universal arithmetic, 
in which letters stand for quantities, and 
signs represent arithmetical processes, 
algebra'ic, a. Relating to algebra, 
alias (Al'i-4s) [L.], adv. Otherwise (named 
or called), n. An assumed name, 
alibi (51'i-bl) [L. elsewhere], n. The plea 
that one was “ elsewhere.” 
alien (§'li-6n) [L. alienus , a stranger], a. 
Of foreign extraction; repugnant to; 
incongruous with. n. A foreigner, 
alienable, a. That may be alienated, 
alienate, v.t. To transfer to another, 
alienation, n. The act of alienating; 
mental derangement, alienism, n. The 
treatment and study of mental alienation, 
alienist, n. One skilled in alienism, 
alight (1) (4-lit') [A.-S. aiihtan ], v.i. To 
get down, dismount, to settle on. 
alight (2) (4-lit') [A.-S. onllhtan , to shine 
upon], a. On fire; illuminated, 
alike (a-llk') [A.-S. unite, Ite, like], o. 
Similar, adv. Equally, in the same 
manner. 

aliment (41'i-m6nt) [L. alert, to nourish], 
n. Nutriment, food; support, ali- 
men'tal, a. alimen'tary, a. alimenta ¬ 
tion, n. 

alimony (&l'i-mdni) [L. alimOnia ], n. The 
part of a husband’s income allowed for 
a wife’s support on legal separation, 
aline, align (4-lin') [F. aligner ], v.t. To 
range in line, alinement, n. 
aliquot (41'i-kwot) [L. aliquot , several, so 
many], a. Pertaining to a number con¬ 
tained an exact number of times by a 
given number. 

alive (4-lIv') [A.-S. on life], adv. and a. 

Living; in operation; lively, 
alkali (41'k4-li) [Arab. al-qalX ], n. A 
chemical compound which is soluble in 
water and capable of neutralizing acids, 
al kaline, a. 

all (awl) [A.-S. eaX\, a. The whole, n. 
The whole, everything, every one. adv. 
Wholly, completely, all but: Almost, 
all in all : All things in all respects, 
at all : In any respect; whatever. 


Allah (&1'4) [Arab.], n. The name of God 
among the Mohammedans, 
allay (a-14') [A.-S.], v.t. To quiet, abate, 
alleviate. 

allege (4-lej') [O.F. esligier ], v.t. To 

adduce as an authority, plead as an 
excuse; to affirm positively, allegation, 
n. A specific charge, 
allegiance (a-le'jans) [O.F. ligeance ], n. 

A subject’s obligation to his sovereign, 
allegory (41'6-g6-ri) [Gr. allegoria ], n. 
Description of one thing under the image 
of another; an emblem, allegoric, a. 
allegro (41-4'gr5) [It.], adv. Briskly, 

quickly. 

alleviate (4-15'vi-4t) [L. AD-, lev&re , to lift], 
v.t. To lessen, mitigate, alleviation, n. 
alley (il'li) [O.F. alee (aller , to go)], n. A 
narrow street. 

alliance (a-ll'4ns) [O.F. aliance], n. The 
state of being allied; a treaty or league, 
alligator (51'li-ga-t6r) [Sp. el lagarto , the 
lizard], n. Gigantic Saurian from Amerioa 
and China. 

alliterate (4-lit'5r-4t) [L. AD-, litera, a 
letter], v.i. To commence with the same 
sound, alliteration, n. alliterative, a. 
allocate (41'6-kat) [L. ad-, locare, to place], 
v.t. To assign, allot, allocation, n. 
allocution (41-6-ku'shun) [L. AD-, loqui , to 
speak], n. A formal address, 
allodium (4-15 di-fim) [O. Frankish, al, all, 
6d, estate], n. Landed property held in 
absolute ownership, allodial, a. 
allopathy (4-lop'a-thi) [Gr. alios, other, 
-pathy], n. The treatment of disease by 
inducing an action of a different kind; 
ordinary medical practice, as opposed to 
homoeopathy, allopatliist, n. 
allot (4-lot') [A.-F. aloter], v.t. To dis¬ 
tribute, assign as one’s share, allotment, 
n. The act of allotting; the share 
assigned; a small plot of land let for 
cultivation. 

allow (4-lou') [O.F. alouer ], v.t. To admit; 
permit; concede; give credit for. allow- 
r.ble, a. allowance, n. Permission; 
fixed quantity or sum allowed, 
alloy (a-loi') [O.F. aleier t to combine], n. 
A mixture of metals; an amalgam; any 
base admixture. 

allspice (awl'spls), n. The pimento berry, 
tasting of cinnamon, cloves, and nat- 

meg. 

allude (4-lood') [L. AD-, litdere, to play], 
v.i. To hint at. allusion, n. A refer¬ 
ence to anything not directly mentioned; 
a hint, allusive, a. 

allure (4-loor') [O.F. alurer], v.t. To 
tempt by the offer of some real or apparent 
good; to entice, allurement, n. 
alluvium (4-loo'vi-dm) [L. ad-, luere, to 
wash], n. Earth, stones, etc., washed 
away and deposited elsewhere by flowing 

ally (4-1T) [L. ad-, ligdre, to bind], v.t. 
To unite by treaty, marriage, etc. n. 
One united by treaty or agreement; 
something akin to another. 

almanac (awl'm4n-4k) [F. alrnanach], a. 
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A. register of the days of the year, with 
astronomical and other data, 
almighty (awl-mi'ti) [A.-S.], a. Omni¬ 
potent; possessed of unlimited power, 
almond (a'mond) [Gr. amygdale ], n. The 
nut of the almond-tree; the almond-tree, 
almoner (Al'mon-er) [O.P. aumoner], n. 

A distributor of alms; a hospital official, 
almonry (Al'indn-ri) [O.F. aumosnerie ], n. 

A place where alms are distributed, 
almost (awTmdst), adv. Nearly, wellnigh. 
alms (amz) [A.-S. aslmaesse, Gr. eleos , pity], 
n. Anything given out of charity to the 
poor, alms-house, n. A house for 
poor persons endowed by charity, 
aloe (&1'6) [Gr. aloi ], n. A plant with 
bitter juice; (pi.) a purgative drug, 
aloft (A-loft') peel.], adv. On high; 

(Naut.) in the rigging, at the masv-head. 
alone (A-16n') [M.E. al one (ALL, one)], 'a. 
Single, by oneself, adv. Only, idely. 
along (A-long') [A.-S.], adv. Length¬ 
wise; in progressive motion, prep. By 
the side of, from end to end. alongshore, 
adv. Along and on the shore, along¬ 
side, adv. By the side of. 
aloof (A-loof') [M.E. loof, see LUFF], adv. 

At a distance from; ( Naut .) to windward, 
aloud (a-loud') [loud], adv. Loudly; with 
a loud voice; audibly, 
alp (alp) [L. Alpes], n. A high mountain; 
(Jig.) a formidable obstacle. Alpine, a. 
alpaca (Al-pak'a) [Sp.], n. The llama of 
Peru; cloth made from its wool, 
alpenstock (&l'p6n-stok) [G. Alpen , of the 
Alps, stock, STICK], n. A long stick shod 
with iron, used in mountaineering, 
alpha (Al'fA) [Gr.], n. The first letter oi 
the Greek alphabet; (Astron.) the chief 
star in a constellation, alpha and 
omega : The beginning and the en i. 
alphabet (Al'fA-bet) [Gr. alpha, beta, A, B], 
n. The letters of a language arranged in 
order; alphabetic, a. 
already (awl-red'i), adv. Beforehand, 
before some specified time, 
also (awl'sO), adv. and conj. Likewise, in 
like manner, besides; in addition, 
altar (awl'tAr) [L. altus, high], n. A sacri¬ 
ficial block or place of sacrifice; the 
communion-table, altar-screen, n. The 
reredos. 

alter (awl'tAr) [F. alUrer ], v.t. To cause 
to vary or change; to modify, v.i. To 
undergo change, alteration, n. 
altercate (awl'tAr-kat) [L. altercari], v.i. 

To dispute hotly, altercation, n. 
alternate (awl't£r-nAt) [L. altemare, to 
do by turns], v.t. To arrange or perform 
by turns, v.i. (Elec.) To change from 
positive to negative and back again in 
turns, alternate, a. Done or happen¬ 
ing by turns, alternately, adv. alter¬ 
nation, n. The act of alternating; the 
state of being alternate, alternative, a. 
Offering a choice of two things, n. 
Either of two things which may be chosen, 
alternatively, adv. 

although (awl-f/jo')» conj. Though, how¬ 
ever. 


altitude (51'ti-tud) [L. altus, high], n. 
Vertical height; elevation of an object 
above its base; elevation of a heavenly 
body above the horizon, 
alto (Sl'tS) [It., high], n. The highest 
male voice; a singer of this, and the part 
sung. 

altogether (awJ-t6-ge//j'er), adv. Wholly, 
completely; on the whole, 
alto-relievo (Al'td-rA-le'vd) [It.], n. 
(Snilp.) High relief. 

altruism (Al'tru-izm) [F. altruism e], n. 
Devotion to the good of others, altruist, 
n. altruis'tic, a. 

alum (Al'tim) [L. alumen ], n. A double 
sulphate containing aluminium and an « 
alkali. 

aluminium (51-fi-min'i-fim) [vll’M], n. A 
white, sonorous, ductile metal not subject 
to oxidation, aluminous, a. 
alumnus (a-lum'nus) [L., foster-child], n. 

A student in relation to his place of 
education. 

alveolus (Sl-ve'6-lfis) [L.], n. A little 
cavity; the cell of a honeycomb; a tooth 
socket, alve'olar, a. al'veoiate, a. 
always (awl'wAz) [A.-S.], adv. All the 
while; uninterruptedly; while one lives, 
am (5m) [A.-S.], 1st sing. pres. ind. oj 
v. to be. 

amain (A-mAn') [A.-S.], adv. Energetic¬ 
ally, violently, in full force, at full speed, 
amalgam (A-mAl'gam) [F.], n. A mixture 
of a metal with mercury; a compound of 
different things, amalgamate, v.t. To 
combine, v.i. To blend, to merge into 
one. amalgamation, n. 
amanuensis (A-mAn-u-en'sis; [L.], n. (pi. 
-ses). One employed to write what 
another dictates; a secretary, 
amaranth (Am'A-rAnth) [Gr. a-, not, 
marainein, to wither], n. An imaginary 
flower supposed never to fade, 
amass (A-mAs') [F. amasser], v.t. To make 
into a heap; collect together, 
amateur (Am'A-tur) [F.], n. One who 
cultivates anything as a pastime, not as a 
profession, amateurish, a. 
amative (Am'a-tiv) [L. am&re, to love], a. 
Disposed to loving. 

amatory (Am'a-td-ri) [L. am&tor, a lover], 
a. Pertaining to love, 
amaze (A-maz') [A.-S.], v.t. To over¬ 
whelm with wonder, to bewilder, amaze¬ 
ment, n. amazing, a. 
amazon (Am'a-zon) [Gr. a-, not, mazos , 
breast], n. A female warrior; a mas¬ 
culine woman; a virago, amazo'nian, 
a. Pertaining to the fabled Amazons, or 
to the river Amazon. 

ambassador (Am-bAs'A-dor) [F. ambajsa- 
deur ], n. A minister representing his 
country a foreign court, ambassador¬ 
ial, a. 

amber (Am'bAr) [Arab, anbar, ambergris], 
n. A yellowish translucent fossil resin, 
ambergris (Am'b6r-gr§s) [F. grey amber], 
n. A morbid secretion from the intestines 
of the cachalot or spermaceti whale, 
ambidexter (Am-bi-dek'ster) [L. ambi - 
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both, dexter, right-handed], a. Using both 
hands with equal facility, n. One who 
can do this; (Law) one who accepts 
bribes from both sides, ambidextrous, 
a. 

ambient (ftm'bi-dnt) [L.], a. Surrounding, 
investing. 

ambiguous (&m-big'u-us) [L. ambiguus , 
doubtful], o. Of doubtful meaning, 
equivocal, ambigu'ity, n. 
ambit (dm'bit) [L.], n. Bounds, scope, 
ambition (dm-bish'un) [L. ambitidnem , 
soliciting for votes], n. A desire for 
power, superiority, etc.; the object of 
such desire, ambitious, a. ambitiously, 
adv. 

amble (limbi) [L. ambuldre, to walk], v.i. 
To move (as a horse) by lifting the two 
feet on one side alternately with those on 
the other; to move easily, n. The pace 
described; an easy pace, 
ambrosia (dm-bro'zi-a) [Gr. a-, not, 
brotos , mortal], n. The fabled food of 
the gods, ambrosial, a. 
ambulance (dm'bu-lans) [L. ambuldre , to 
walk], n. A hospital which follows an 
army in the field; a wagon, wheeled 
stretcher, etc., for wounded or invalids, 
ambulatory (dm'bu-ld-to-ri) [as prec.], n. 

A covered corridor or cloister, 
ambuscade (Hm-bfis-kSd') [P. embuscade , 
see AMBUSH], n. An ambush, 
ambush (dm'bush) [O.F. embusche , from 
L. in, in, boscus , a bush, thicket], n. Con¬ 
cealment of forces to entrap an enemy; 
any lying in wait. v.t. To waylay, 
ameer (a-mer') [Arab. amir], n. The title 
of certain Mohammedan rulers, 
ameliorate (d-tnd li-6r-5t) [L. melior, 

better], v.t. To make better; to improve, 
amelioration, n. 

amen (ft-men') [Heb., certainly; verily], 
int. Truly, verily; so be it. 
amenable [armen'abl) [P. amener ], a. 
Liable to be called to account; easy to 
lead, amenability, n. Tractablene.is. 
amend (a-mend') [L. ex~, menda , fault], 
v.t. To alter (a person or thing) for the 
better; to formally alter (a bilL or resolu¬ 
tion). amendment, n. A change for 
the better; reformation; something added 
to a bill or motion; correction of error, 
amends, n. Reparation, compensation, 
amenity (a-me'ni-ti) [L.], n. The quality of 
being pleasant or agreeable, 
amerce (d-mSrs') [A.F. d merci , at the 
mercy of the court], v.t. To punish by 
fine, amerciable, a. amercement, 
n. 

amethyst (dm'-d-thist) [Gr. amethustos ], 
n. A violet-blue variety of crystalline 
quartz, amethystine, a. 
amiable (d'mi-abl) [O.F.], a. Kindly dis¬ 
posed, lovable, amiabil'ity, n. 
amianth (dm-i-5n'th), [Gr. amiantos , un¬ 
defiled], n. A variety of asbestos, 
amicable (am'ik-abl) [L. amicus, friend], a. 
Friendly; resulting from friendliness, 
amicabil'ity, n. amicably, adv. 
amice (dra'is) [L. am ictus], n. A square 


piece of white linen worn on the shoulders 
by priests. 

amid, amidst (a-midst') [A.-8. on middan , 
in the middle], prep. In the midst; 
among, amidships, adv. In the middle 
of a ship. 

amiss (d-mis') [A.-S.], a. Faulty, unsatis¬ 
factory. adv. Wrongly, astray, 
amity (dm'i-ti) [F. amitii ], n. Friendship, 
concord, mutual good feeling, 
ammonia (d-mO'ui-d) [L. sal ammoniac ], n. 
A pungent volatile alkaline gas obtained 
from sal ammoniac; spirit of hartshorn, 
ammoniac, a. ammo'niated, a. Com¬ 
bined with ammonia. 

ammonite (dm'6-nlt) [med. L. cornu 
Ammonis, horn of Ammon], n. A spirally 
curved fossil shell-fish, 
ammunition (dm-u-nish'iln) [F. munition], 
n. Powder, shot, shell, etc.; offensive 
missiles generally. 

amnesty (dm'nes-ti) [Gr. amnistos , for¬ 
gotten], n. A general overlooking or 
pardon. 

amoeba (d-mg'ba) [Gr. amoibO, change], n. 
A microscopic organism, consisting of a 
single extensile and contractile proto¬ 
plasmic cell, amoebce'an, a. 
among, amongst (d-mungst') [A.-S., on 
gemange , in a crowd - ], prep. Mingled with, 
in the number of; surrounded by. 
amorous (am'6r-fis), [L. AmOr, love], a. 
Naturally inclined to love; relating to love, 
amorously, adv. amorousness, n. 
amorphous (a-mor'ftis) [Gr. a-, not, 
morphe, form], a. Shapeless; ill-arranged, 
amount (a-mount') [O.F. d mont, to a 
mountain], v.t. To run into an aggregate 
by accumulation of particulars; to mount 
up to; to be equivalent to. n. The sum 
total, result, significance; a (numerical) 
quantity. 

amour (a-moor') [L. arnOr, love], n. A 
love affair; an amorous intrigue, 
ampere (dm-pari) [name of a French 
electrician (d. 1836)], n. The unit by 
which an electric current is measured, 
ampersand (din-pdr-sdnd') [and per se, 

“ and ” standing by itself], n. The sign 
“ 

arnphi-, comb, form . Both; of both kinds, 
e.g. amphibia. 

amphibia (dm-fib'i-d) [Gr. amphi-, bios, 
life], n.pl. Animals which can live either 
on land or water, amphibian, a. Per¬ 
taining to amphibia, n. Any animal of 
the amphibia, amphibious, a. 
amphitheatre (dm-fi-thg'a-tdr) [Gr. 
amphi-, theatre], n. An oval or 
circular building with rising rows of 
seats round an open space; a gallery in a 
theatre, above the boxes, 
amphora (dm'fo-ra) [Gr. amphoreus ], ». 

An ancient two-handled vessel, 
ample (Smpl) [L. am plus], a. Large, 
wide,fully sufficient, amply, adv. am'plify, 
v.t. To enlarge or dilate upon, amplifica'- 
tion, n. Extension; diffuseness, ampli¬ 
tude, n. Extent, greatness, abundance, 
amputate (am'pu-tdt) [L. amputdre, to 
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lop off], v.t. To cat a portion from an 
animal body amputa'tion, n. 
amuck (A-muk) [Malay, arnoq ], adv. in to 
run amuck : To attack indiscriminately, 
amulet (Am'u-lAt) [L. amuletum, a talis¬ 
man], n. A thing worn as a preserva¬ 
tive against sickness, witchcraft, etc. 
amuse (A-muz') [F. d, to, muser, stare], 
v.t. To please with anything light and 
cheerful; to entertain, amusement, n. 
That which amuses; play, diversion, 
amusing, a. Entertaining, laughable, 
an-, pref. (1) A.-S. an, an, prep., as in 
anent, anon; (2) L. ad- before n., as in 
annex, announce ; (3) Or. an-, a-, not, as in 
anaesthetic. 

-an [L. -Anus}, suf. Of, belonging to, per¬ 
taining to, e.g. human, publican, Christian , 
European, etc. 

ana (A'nA) [L. -AN], n. Literary gossip, 
ana-, an- [Gr., upon, up, backwards], pref. 
As in anachronism , analogy, aneurysm. 

-ana [L., neut. pi. of-ana*, *<re-AN], suf. 
Savings of, anecdotes concerning, as in 
Boxiana, Shakespeariana, Virgiliana. 
Anabaptist (An-A-bAp'tist) [ana-, baptist], 
n. One who rebaptizes, or maintains that 
only adults should be baptized, 
anachronism (A-nAk'r6n-izm) [Gr. ana- 
chronizein, to refer to a wrong time], n. 
The reference of an event, etc., to a wrong 
period; anything out of date, 
anaconda (An-A-kon'dA) [Sinhalese, hena- 
kandaya ], n. A python; a large South 
American boa. 

anacreontic (A-nAk-rA-on'tik) [Gr.], a. 
Pertaining to the Greek poet Anacreon, or 
the metre used by him; erotic, 
ansemia (A-ne'mi-A) [Gr. an-, not, haima, 
blood], n. Want of blood, anaemic, a. 
anaesthesia (An-es-the'zi-A) [Gr. an-, not, 
aisthanomai, to feel], n. Loss of feeling, 
anaesthetic, n. A substance which pro¬ 
duces anaesthesia. 

anagram (An'A-grAm) [Gr. ANA-, graphein, 
to write], n. A word or sentence formed 
by transposing the letters of another word 
or sentence, anagrammat'ical, a. 
analogy (A-nAl'6-ji) [Gr. ana-, logos, word, 
relation], n. Similitude of relations, simi¬ 
larity. anal'ogous, a. Presenting some 
resemblance. 

analyse (An'A-liz) [Gr. ana-, luein, to 
loosen], v.t. To resolve into its constituent 
elements; examine minutely, anal'ysis, 
n. (pi. -ses) Tne process of analysing. 
an'alyst,n. One who analyses, analytic, 
a. Pertaining to analysis, analytics, n. 
The science of analysis, 
anarchy (An'Ar-ki) [Gr. an-, without, 
archos, ruler], n. Absence of government; 
disorder, lawlessness, anar'chic, -al, a. 
Pertaining to anarchy, an'archist, n. 
One opposed to all forms of government, 
anathema (A-nAth'6-mA) [Gr. ana, tithimi, 
to put], n. (pi. anathemata, An-A-thS'- 
ma-ta). An accursed thing; a formal 
curse or excommunication, anathema¬ 
tize, v.t. To excommunicate, curse, 
anatomy (A-nAt'6-mi) [Gr. anatomi , cutting 


up], n. The art of dissecting an organized 
body so as to discover its structure, and 
inter-relation of its parts; the science of 
its structure, anatomic,-al, a. anat¬ 
omize, v.t. To dissect, anat'omist, n. 
One who is skilled in anatomy. 

-ance, suf. Noting state or action, as 
distance, fragrance, parlance, riddance. 
ancestor (An's6s-t6r) [L. antecessor, one 
who goes before], n. One from whom 
descent is derived, ancestress, n. A 
female ancestor, ances'tral, a. an'- 
cestry, n. A line of ancestors, 
anchor (Ang'kbr) [A.-S. ancor ], n. A heavy 
hooked iron instrument used to grapple a 
ship aground and prevent her drifting. 
v.t. To secure by an anchor; to fix firmly. 
v.i. To come to anchor; take up a position, 
an'chorage, n. A place suitable for 
anchoring. 

anchoret, anchorite (Ang'k6-rlt) [Gr. 
ANA-, khdreein, to withdraw, retire], n. A 
hermit; a person of solitary habits, 
anchoress, ancress, n. A female 
anchorite. 

anchovy (An-chd'vi) LSp.], n. A small 
fish of the herring family, 
ancient (An'chAnt) [O.F. ancieri], a. Of or 
belonging to long-past time; antiquated. 

. n.pl. Those who lived in former (esp. 
Classical) times. 

ancillary (An-sil'Ar-i) [L. ancilla, a maid], 
a. Subservient, auxiliary. 

-ancy, suf. Expressing quality or state, 
e.g. constancy, infancy, vacancy. 
and (And) [A.-S.], conj. The copulative 
which joins words and sentences, 
andante (an-dan't6) [It.], adv. (Mus.) 
Moderately slow, n. A moderately slow 
movement or piece. 

andiron (And'irn) [O.F. andier], n. A hori¬ 
zontal bar on short legs, placed on each 
side of the hearth to support logs in a 
fire. 

-ane [L. -Anus, cf. -AN], suf. Forming 
adjectives, e.g. humane, mundane, urbane. 
anecdote (An'Ak-dot) [Gr. an-, not, ekdolos , 
published], n. The relation of an isolated 
biographical fact; a short tale, 
anemone (A-nem'6-ni) [Gr. wind-flower], 
n. A genus of plants with brilliantly 
coloured flowers; the wind-flower, 
anent (A-nent') [A.-S. on, in, efen, even, 
equal], prep. Concerning, in respect of. 
-aneous [L.], suf. Belonging to, e.g. ex¬ 
traneous, instantaneous. 
aneroid (An'er-oid) [Gr. not, niros , 
wet], n. A barometer which measures the 
pressure of the air by its action on the lid 
of a metallic box. 

aneurysm (An'ii-rizm) [Gr. ana, up, 
eurunein, to widen], «. A morbid dilata¬ 
tion in an artery. 

anew (A-nfi') [A.-S.], adv. Again; afresh, 
angel (An'jAl) [A.-S. aengel, Gr. angelos , 
a messenger], n. A messenger from God; 
a guardian or attendant spirit; an old Eng¬ 
lish gold coin (value 6*. 8 d. to 10*.). 
angel ic, a. angelically, adv. 
angelica (An-jellk-A) [med. L. herba 
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angelica], ft. A plant used in medicine, 
and as a sweetmeat. 

angelus (an'j6-lus) [opening of Angelus 
do minx], n. A short devotional exercise 
in the R.C. Church in honour of the In¬ 
carnation; the bell rung as a signal to 
sav the Angelus. 

anger (4ng'g6r) [Icel. angr, sorrow], n. 
Rage, passion, excited by a sense of wrong, 
v.t. To make angry, to enrage, angry, a. 
angrily, adv. 

angina (&n-ji'n4) [L. angere, to strangle], 
n. Quinsy; angina-pectoris, a disease of 
the heart. 

angle (&ngl.) [A.-S. angel, fish-hook, 

Gr. ankon, a bend], n. A corner; the 
inclination of two lines towards each other; 
the space between them; a fish-hook. v.i. 
To fish with rod and line; to try to elicit 
or get by craft, angler, n. One who 
fishes with a baited hook, angling, n. 
The art of fishing with rod and line; (Jig.) 
trying to find out by craft. 

Anglican (Sng'gli-kan) [med. L. Anglica- 
nus], a. English (as opposed to Roman); 
of or belonging to the English Church; 
esp. High Church, n. A member of the 
High Church school in the Church of Eng¬ 
land. Anglicanism, n. The teachings 
and practices of the High Church party in 
the Church of England. 

anglice (ang'gli-se) [L.]. adv. In English. 

Anglomania (&ng-glo-m&'ni-a) [L. Anglus, 
-mania], n. Excessive fondness for Eng¬ 
lish manners and customs. Ang'lophobe, 
n. A hater of England or the English. 
Anglophobia, n. 

Angora (ling-gor'4) [town in Asia Minor], 
n. A goat with long silky hair; the 
hair, or fabric made therefrom; a long¬ 
haired cat. 

anguish (&ng'gwish) [O.P. anguisse, the 
sense of choking], «. Excessive pain or 
distress of body or mind. 

angular (&ng'gu-lar) [L. anguldris ], a. 
Having angles or sharp corners; bony, 
lacking in plumpness; stiff, formal, 
angularity, n. 

anigh (a-nT) [A.-S.], adv. and prep. Near; 
near to. 

aniline (anl-lin) [Sansk. nllat, blue], n. 
A chemical base used in dyeing, originally 
obtained from indigo, now chiefly from 
coal-tar. 

animadvert (an-i-m4d-v*rt') [L. animus , 
the mind, ad, to, vertere, to turn], v.i. To 
direct attention to; to criticize, animad¬ 
version, n. Criticism, reproof. 

animal (4n'i-mal) [L. anima, breath], n. 
A being possessing life, sensation, and the 
power of voluntary motion; one of the 
lower animals, esp. a quadruped, a. 
Of or belonging to animals; carnal, 
animalism, n. The theory which views 
mankind as merely animal; sensuality. 

animalcule (&n-i-mal'kul) [L. animal - 
culum ], n. A small animal invisible to 
the naked eye. animalcular, a. 

animate (4n'i-m4t) [L. animare ], v.t. To 
give life or spirit to; to vivify, stir up. 


animated, part.a. Full of life or spirits, 
anima'tion, n. Vitality, vivacity, 
animism (&n'im-izm) [L. anima], n. The 
doctrine that a soul is the basis of life; 
the attribution of a living soul to inanimate 
objects and to natural phenomena, 
animosity (&n-i-mos'i-ti) [F. animosite], n. 

Enmity showing itself in action, 
animus (in-i-mus) [L. mind, spirit, 
passion], n. Spirit, actuating feeling, 
usually of a hostile character; animosity, 
anise (&n'is) [Gr. unison, dill], n. A plant 
cultivated for its seeds, aniseed, n. The 
seed of the anise, used as a carminative, 
anker (Ung'ker) [Dut.], n. A measure of 
nearly nine imperial gallons, 
ankle (angkl) [A.-S. ancUow], n. The joint 
uniting the foot to the leg. anklet, ft. An 
ornament or band for the ankle, 
anna (4n'4) [Hind, ana], n. An East 
Indian coin; one-sixteenth of a rupee, 
annals (sin'alz) [L. annus, year], n.pl. 
An annual narrative of events; historical 
records, annalist, w. One who writer 
annals. 

annates (&n'ats) [F. annate ], n.pl. The 
first year’s revenue of Roman ecclesiastics, 
paid to the Pope. 

anneal (4-n§l') [A.-S. oncelan ], v.t. To 
temper glass or metals by intense heat, and 
slow cooling, annealing, w. The burn¬ 
ing of metallic colours into glass, etc. 
annex (4-neks') [L. AD-, nectere, to bind], 
v.t. To unite to, add on to; to take 
possession of. annexation, n. annexe 
(a-neks'), n. A subsidiary building, 
annihilate (4-ni'hil-at) [L. ad-, nihil, 
nothing], v.t. To reduce to nothing; blot 
out of existence, annihilation, n. Com¬ 
plete destruction. 

anniversary (an-i-ver'sa-ri) [L. annus, 
year, versus, turned], ft. The annual 
return of a date, or its celebration, 
annotate (Sn'o-tat) [L. AD-, notare, to 
mark], v.t. To make notes or comments 
upon, annotation, n. annotator, n. 
announce (4-nouns') [L. AD-, nuntiare, to 
report], v.t. To make known, proclaim; 
to declare officially, announcement, n. 
annoy (4-noi') [O.F. anoier, to molest], 
v.t. To trouble, to put to inconvenience 
by repeated acts, annoyance, n. The 
act of annoying; that which annoys, 
annoying, a. 

annual (an'u-41) [L. anndlis, yearly], a. 
Happening every year; done in a year; 
(Hot.) lasting but a single season, n. a 
book published every year; a plant which 
lives for a year only, annually, adv. 
annuity (4-nu'i-ti) [F. annuity], n. An 
investment insuring fixed annual pay¬ 
ments; the payment, annuitant, ft. 
One who receives an annuity, 
annul (a-nfiT) [L. ad-, nullus , none], v.t. 
To render void, cancel, annulment, ». 
annular (ftn'u-lar) [L. annulus, ring], a. 

Ring-shaped, ringed, annula'tion, n. 
annunciate (4-nQn'shi-at) [announce], v.t. 
To announce, bring tidings, annuncia'- 
tion, n. The act of announcing; the 
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announcement ot the Incarnation by the 
angel Gabriel to the Virgin Mary, 
anodyne (&n'6-dln) [Gr. an-, not, oduni % 
pain], a. Assuaging pain or distress, 
soothing, n. A medicine, or anything, 
which does this. 

anoint (4-noint') [L. t'n-, unctus , smeared], 
v.t. To smear with oil, esp. as a religious 
ceremony; to consecrate with oil. 

anointed, a. 

anomaly (&-nom'A-li) [Gr. an-, not, Omalos, 
even], n. Irregularity; deviation from 
established order, anomalous, a. 
anon (a-non 7 ) [A.-S. on dn , in one moment], 
adv. Thereupon; in a little while, 
anonymous (A-non'i-mus) [Gr. an-, not, 
onoma, name], a. Nameless; of unknown 
or unavowed authorship, anonym'ity, n. 
another (A-niif/i'Ar) [A.-S.], pron. and a. 
An other one; a different one; any 
other. 

answer (an'sfer) [A.-S. andswaru, a reply], 
n. A reply to a charge, question, etc.; 
a solution of a problem, v.t. To reply to; 
to be suitable to; to be opposite to. v.t. 
To suit, correspond, answerable, a. 
Liable to be called to account; capable of 
being answered. 

ant (Ant) [A.-S. awiet/e], n. A small, 

social, hymenopterous insect; an emmet. 
an*t, ain’t (ant, ant) [contr. of aren't , are 
not ], v. ( colloq .) Are not, is not. 
ant- [ANTI-], pref. Against, as in antagonist , 
Antarctic. 

-ant [Lat.], suf. Forming adjectives, as 
distant , elegant ; denoting an agent, as 
accountant , merchant. 

antagonist (An-t&g'd-nist) [Gr. anft-, 
against, agdnizesthai , to struggle], n. An 
opponent, antagonism, n. Opposition, 
antagonistic, a. 

Antarctic (&nt-ark'tik) [ANT-, ARCTIC], a. 
Opposite to the Arctic; belonging to the 
southern pole or circle, 
ante- [L.], pref. Before, as In antedate. 
antecede (&n-te-sed') [L. antecidere , to go be¬ 
fore], v.t. To precede, antecedence, n. A 
going before; (Astron.) an apparent motion 
contrary to the true motion, antecedent, 
a. Going before in time, prior, presump¬ 
tive. ». That which goes before; the 
word to which a relative refers; (pi.) past 
circumstances. 

antechamber (ftn'te-), n. An anteroom, 
antediluvian (&n-t£-di-loo'vi-An) [ANTE-, 
L. dildvium , flood], a. Pertaining to the 
period before the Flood; (fig.) antiquated, 
antelope (An'tA-lop) [late Gr. antholops ], n. 

A ruminant akin to the deer and goat, 
antemeridian (Sn-tfe-mer-id'ian), [ante-, 
MERIDIAN], a. Pertaining to the forenoon, 
antenatal (Sn-te-na'tal) [ante-, natal], a. 

Happening or existing before birth, 
antenna (an-ten'a) [L., sail-yard], n. (pi. 

-ae). The palp or feeler of insects, 
antenuptial (an-te-nup'shi-al) [ante-, 
nuptial], a. Happening before marriage, 
antepenult (&n-t6-p6n-filt') [ANTE-, L. 
pcene , almost, ultimus, latest], a. Per¬ 
taining to the last syllable but two. 


anterior (5n-t5r / l-6r) [L.], a. Going before, 
preceding, prior, anteriority, n. 
anteroom (An't6-rum) [ante-, room], n. 

A room forming an entrance to another, 
anthem (An'thAm) [A.-S. antefn , Gr. anti- 
phOna ], n. A hymn in alternate parts; 
a portion of Scripture set to music, 
anther (An'thAr) [Gr. anthera , flowery], n. 

The pollen-bearing organ of plants, 
anthology (An-thol'6-ji) [Gr. anthologia , a 
gathering of flowers], n. A collection of 
poems (esp. a famous Greek collection) or 
literary extracts, anthologist, n. The 
compiler of an anthology, 
anthracite (Sn'thra-sit) [Gr. anthrax , coal, 
carbon], n. Non-bituminous coal, burning 
with intense heat and with little flame, 
anthrax (An'thriks) [Gr., a carbuncle], n. 
The splenic fever of sheep and cattle 
(communicable to man), 
anthropo- (Gr. unthropos, a man], comb, 
form. Human, pertaining to man or 
mankind, anthropoid (An'thr6-poid), a. 
Resembling man; of human form. n. 
One of the higher apes, anthropo¬ 
phagous [-PHAGOUS], a. Man-eating, 
cannibal. 

anthropology (£n-thrd-pol'6-ji) [ANTHRO¬ 
POLOGY], n. The study of man, or 
mankind, in the widest sense, anthropo¬ 
logical, a. 

anthropomorphous (Sn-thr6-p6-m5r'fus) 
[anthropo-, Gr. morphia form], a. Pos¬ 
sessed of a form resembling that of man. 
anthropomorphism, n. The attribu¬ 
tion of human character to the Deity, 
anthropomorphic, a. 
anti- [Gr.], pref. Opposite, against, in- 
tead of, as in antibilious , antiseptic. 
antibilious (&n-ti- bil'i-us) [anti-, bilious], 
a. Counteracting biliousness, 
antic (ftn'tik) [L. antiquus, ancient], a. 
Odd, whimsical, n. (Usually in pi.) An 
odd trick; a ludicrous gesture. 

Antichrist (An'ti-krist) [anti-, Christ ], n. 
A personal antagonist of Christ spoken of 
in the N.T. 

anticipate (An-tis'i-pftt) [L. anticipdtus , 
taken before], v.t. To forestall; to cause 
to happen earlier; to look forward to; to 
deal with before the proper time, antici¬ 
pant, a. Anticipating, expecting, antici¬ 
pation, n. The act of anticipating; 
expectation, presentiment, auticipa'- 
tory, a. 

anticlimax (Sn-ti-kll'mSks) [anti-, 
climax], n. A decrease in impressiveness; 
bathos. 

anticyclone (&n'ti-sl-kl5n) [anti-, cyclone], 
n. The rotatory outward flow of air from 
an atmospheric region of high pressure, 
anticyclon'ic, a. 

antidote (an'ti-dot) [ANTI-, Gr. diddmi , I 
give], n. A counteracting medicine; any¬ 
thing intended to counteract evil, 
antimacassar (An-ti-ma-kAs'sAr) [anti-, 
macassar], n. A removable covering for 
the backs of chairs, sofas, etc. 
antimony (Sn'tim-6-ni) [med. L.], n. A 
bright bluish-white brittle metal, used in 
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the arts and in medicine, antimo'nial, 
a. Pertaining to or containing antimony. 
Antinomian (4n-ti-no'mi-4n) [Gr. anti-, 
against, nomos, law], a. Opposed to the 
moral law. n. One who holds that the 
moral law is not binding on Christians, 
antipathy (4n-tip'4-thi) [anti-, Gr. pathein , 
to suffer], n. Hostile feeling towards; 
aversion, dislike, antipathetic, o. 
antiphlogistic (An-ti-fio-jis'tik) [anti-, 
PHLOGISTON], a. (Med.) allaying inflam¬ 
mation ; cooling. 

antiphon (an'ti-fon) [Gr. anti-, in return, 
phoni , voice], n. A sentence sung by one 
choir in response to another; an anthem, 
antiph'onal, «. A book containing anti¬ 
phons. antiphony, n. Opposition of 
sound; alternate chanting, 
antipodes (4n-tip'6-dez) [anti-, Gr. pous, 
foot], n.pl. Those who dwell directly 
opposite to each other on the globe; places 
on the surface of the globe diametrically 
opposite, antip'odal, antipode an, o. 
antipope (Sn'ti-pop) [anti-, pope], n. 
A pope elected in opposition to one 
canouically chosen. 

antiquary (an'ti-kwAr-i) [L. antiquarius], 
n. A student, collector, or vendor of 
antiques, antiquarian, o. Pertaining 
to the study of antiquities, n. An anti¬ 
quary. antiquarianism, n. 
antiquate (5n'U-kwat) ]L. antiqudtus], v.t. 
To make old or obsolete; (in p.p.) made 
out of date, old-fashioned, or disused, 
antique (4n-t6k'; [F., L. antvjuus], a. 
Ancient, old-fashioned, antiquated, n. 
A relie of antiquity, antiquity, n. The 
state of being ancient; ancient times; 
manners, customs, etc., of ancient times, 
antiscorbutic (4n-ti-sk6r-bu'tik) [anti-, 
scorbutic], o. Of use against scurvy, 
antiseptic (An-ti-sep'tik) [anti-, Gr. sept os, 
decayed], o. Counteracting putrefaction, 
antistrophe (Sn-tis'tr6-fe) [anti-, Gr. 
strophe, a turning, a verse], n. The part 
of an ode sung on the return movement 
of the chorus, antistrophlc, a. 
antithesis (Sn-tith'e-sis) [anti-, Gr. thesis, 
a setting], n. (pi. -ses). Opposition or 
contrast between words, clauses, or ideas; 
a counter-proposition. antithetic, a. 
Pertaining to antithesis; sharply opposed, 
antler (ant'ler) [O.F. antoillier], n. A 
branch of the horns of a stag or deer, 
antonomasia (Sn-tdn-6-ma'zi-A) [Gr. 
anti-, instead, onomazein , to name], n. 
The substitution of an epithet for a proper 
name, as the Stagyrite for Aristotle; or of a 
proper name for a class, as a Cicero for 
an orator. 

anvil (an'vil) [A.-S. onfiltt], n. The iron 
block on which smiths hammer and shape 
their work; a bone in the ear. 
anxiety (Ang-zi'6-ti) [L. anxietas], n. The 
state of being anxious; trouble, solicitude, 
anxious (ank'shus) [L. anxius (angere, 
to choke)], a. Troubled about some un¬ 
certain event, anxiously, adv. 
any (en'i) [A.-S. cenig], a. and pron. One 
indefinitely; whichever, whatever, any¬ 


body, n. or pron. Any person, any one; a 
person of no importance, anyhow, adv. 
and conj. At any rate; in anv case; at 
haphazard, anything, n. and pron. Any 
thing (in its widest sense), anywhere, 
adv . In any place. 

aorist (a'rist) [Gr. aoristos, unlimited], n. 
A Greek tense expressing indefinite past 
time. 

aorta (S-Or'tA) [Gr. aorti (aeirein, to lift)], 
n. The largest artery in the body, pro¬ 
ceeding from the left ventricle of the heart, 
ap- [AD, to, before p.J, pref., e.g. appear. 
apace (4-p4s') [A.-S.], adv. At a quick 
pace. 

apanage (ftp'4'n4j) [O.F. apaner, to 

nourish], n. Lands, etc., for the mainten¬ 
ance of a royal house; a perquisite, 
apart (4-part 7 ) [F. d part], adv. To one 
side. 

apartment (4-part'm6nt) [L. ad-, partlre, 
to divide], n. A portion of, or single 
room in, a house; (pi.) lodgings, 
apathy (ap'4-thi) [Gr. a-, not, pathein, to 
suffer], n. Absence of feeling: indiffer¬ 
ence. apathetic, a. 

ape (Sp) [A.-S. apa], n. A tailless mon¬ 
key; a servile imitator, v.t. To imitate 
or mimic, a'pish (A'), a. 
aperient (4-p€r'i-6nt), aperitive [L. 
aperire, to open], a. Laxative, n. A 
purgative medicine. 

aperture (Ap'6r-tur) [L. apertUra], n. An 
opening, gap. 

apex (4'peks) fL.], n. (pi. apices or 
apexes). The summit of anything, 
aphaeresis (a-fSr'6-sis) [Gr. apo-, away, 
airein, to take], n. The removal of ‘a 
letter or syllable at the beginning of a 
word. 

aphasia (4-f4'zhi-4) [Gr. a-, not, phemi. 
I speak], n. Loss of the power of articulate 
speech. 

aphelion (4-f§'li-6n) [Gr. aph-, helion, awav 
from the sun], n. (pi. -ia). The point 
most distant from the sun in an orbit, 
aphis (Af'is) [mod. L.], n. (pi. aphides, 
Af'-i-dez). The plant-louse, very destruc¬ 
tive to vegetation, aphidlan, a. 
aphorism (Sf-6-rizm) [Gr. aphorismos, a 
definition], n. A maxim or wise precept, 
aphoris'tic, a. 

apiary (a'pi-Ar-i) [L. apis, bee], n. A 
place where bees are kept, 
apiculture (4'pi-kiil-tur) [L. apis, a bee. 
culture], n. Bee-keeping; bee-rearing, 
apiece (4-pes'), adv. For or to each, 
severally. 

aplomb (a-plon) [F., perpendicular], n. 
Self-possession, coolness, 
apo- [Gr.], pref. Away, detached, separ¬ 
ate , as in apology, apostrophe. 
apocalypse (4-pok'A-lips) [apo-, Gr. 
kaluptein, to cover], n. The last book of 
the New Testament, the Revelation, 
apocalyp'tic, a. 

apocrypha (4-pok'ri-f4) [APO-, Gr. krup- 
tein, to hide], n. Books included in the 
Septuagint and the Vulgate, but not reck¬ 
oned genuine by the Jews, nor inserted in 
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the Authorized Version of the Bible, 
apocryphal, a. Mythic, fabulous, 
apogee (Ap'd-jS) [APO-, Gr. gaia, earth], n. 
The point in an orbit which is at the 
greatest distance from the earth; (fig.) the 
culmination. 

apologue (&p'6-log) [apo-, Gr. logos, 
speech], n. A moral fable, 
apology (A-pol'6-ji) [apo-, Gr. legein , to 
speak], n. A defence; vindication; 
excuse, apologetic, a. Excusing, ex¬ 
planatory. apologetics, n.pl. Defen¬ 
sive argument, esp. in defence of Chris¬ 
tianity. apol'ogist, n. One who defends 
or apologizes by speech or writing, apol'o- 
gize, v.i. To make an apology, 
apophthegm (Ap'6-them) [APO-, Gr. 
phthengesthai, to speak], n. A terse 
pointed saying, apophthegmatic (&p-6- 
theg-mAt'ik), a. Sententious, pithy, 
apoplexy (Ap'o-plek-si) [Gr. apopUssein, 
to cripple with a blow], n. A sudden 
loss of sense and motive power, generally 
caused by effusion on the brain, apoplec'- 
tic a. Predisposed to apoplexy, 
apostasy (4-pos'tA-si) [APO-,~Gr.~apojf<Mta, 
stasis}, it. Renunciation of principles— 
religious, moral, political, etc. 
apostate (a-pos'tat) [as prec.], n. One 
who apostatizes, a. Unfaithful to creed 
or principles, apostatize, v.i. To aban¬ 
don one’s principles or party. 
apostle(a-posl') [Gr .apostolos, a messenger], 
n. One of the Twelve appointed by 
Christ to preach the gospel; the leader of 
jL reform, apostolate (4-pos'to-lftt), n. 
/The office of apostle, apostolic, a. 
'apostrophe (A-pos'trd-fe) [Gr. apostre- 
phein, to turn awayl, n. An address to 
one person in particular, or to the absent 
or dead; the sign (’), denoting contraction 
or the possessive case, apostrophize 
(A-pos'tr6-fiz), v.t. 

apothecary (a-poth'e-kAr-i) [O.F. apote- 
caire, late L. apotheccLrius , a storekeeper], 
n. A druggist or pharmaceutical chemist, 
apotheosis (A-poth-4-6'sis) [apo-, Gr. 
theoo, I deify], n. Deification; transforma¬ 
tion into a god or saint, 
appal (a-pawl') [O.F. apalir , to grow pale]. 

v.t. To terrify, to dismay, appalling, a. 
apparatus (Ap-a-ra'tus) [L. ad-, par&re, to 
prepare], n. Equipment, means; scien¬ 
tific instruments; materials for critical 
study. 

apparel (a-p3,r'£l) [O.F. apareiller, to dress], 
n. Dress, attire; to adorn, embellish, 
trick out. v.t. To clothe, to fit out. 
apparent (a-par'ent) [O.F. L. appdrentem , 
come into sight], a. Visible; plain, 
obvious, apparently, adv. 
apparition (&pa-rish'un) [F., from L.; see 
appear], n. A strange appearance; a 
spectre. 

appeal (a-p51') [O.F. apeler], v.i. To refer 
to a superior authority; to invoke aid, 
pity, etc.; to have recourse to. n. 
Reference or recourse to another; the 
right of appeal, appealing, a. Suppliant, 
appear (4-per') £U ad-, pdrire , to come 


into sight], v.i. To become visible; come 
before the public; to seem, appearance, 
n. The act of appearing; the thing seen; 
aspect; {pi.) the aspect of circumstances, 
appease (a-pez') [F. d, to, pais, peace], v.t. 
To quiet, pacify. 

appellant (a-pel'ant) [appeal], n. One 
who appeals to a higher tribunal or 
authority, appellation, n. A name, 
designation, appellative, a. Common 
as opposed to proper; designating a class, 
append (a-pend') [L.ad-, pendere, to hang], 
v.t. To hang to or upon; to add or 
subjoin, appendage, it. appendant, a. 
appendix (a-pen'diks) [L. as prec.], n. 
(pi. appendices, -dixes). An adjunct; 
a supplement to a book; (Physiol.) a small 
prolongation of any organ, esp. the vermi¬ 
form appendix of the intestine, appen¬ 
dicitis, n. Inflammation of this, 
appertain (Ap-er-t&n') [L. AD-, pertinire , 
to pertain], v.i. To belong to; relate 
to. 

appetite (Ap'6-tit) [L. ad-, petere, to seek], 
n. Desire to satisfy the natural functions; 
desire for food, appetize, v.t. To give 
an appetite to; to make (one) feel hungry, 
applaud (A-plawd') [L. ad-, together, 
plaudere, to clap], v.i. To express appro¬ 
bation, esp. by clapping, v.t. To praise 
in an audible and significant manner, 
applause, n. Praise loudly expressed, 
apple (£pl) [A.-S.], n. The fruit of the 
apple-tree; the pupil of the eye. 
appliance (a-pli'ans) [apply], n. The act 
of applying; anything applied as a means 
to an end. 

applicable (ap'lik-abl) [apply], a. Capable 
of being applied; fit, suitable, appropriate, 
applicability, n. applicant, n. appli¬ 
cation, n. The act of applying; thing 
applied; request; close attention, 
apply (A-pli 7 ) [L. AD-, plic&re, fold together, 
fasten], v.t. To lay on, put close to; to 
employ, devote; to adapt, conform to. 
v.i. To be relevant; to have recourse 
(to); to study, applied, a. Practical, 
appoint (4-point') [F. d, to, point, the 
point], v.t. To decree, ordain; nominate; 
make an appointment; to grant, ap¬ 
pointment, n. That which is appointed 
or fixed; an engagement; (pi.) equip¬ 
ment, accoutrements. 

apportion (a-por'shun) [F. d, to, PORTION], 
v.t. To dijyde in suitable proportion, 
apportionment, n. 

apposite (ip'6-zlt) [L. AD, to, pdnere , to 
place], a. Fit, appropriate, appositely, 
adv. appositeness, n. apposi tion, n. 
The act of putting side by side; juxta¬ 
position; (Gram.) the placing together of 
two nouns, one being a complement to 
the other, appositional, a. 
appraise (a-praz') [praise], vJ. To set 
a price on; value. 

appreciate (a-pre'shi-ftt) [L. AD-, pretium, 
a price], v.t. To form an estimate of 
value; to estimate aright; to esteem 
highly, v.i. To rise in value, appre¬ 
ciable, a. appreciably, adv. To aa 
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appreciable extent, appreciation, n. 
Estimate; adequate recognition; rise in 
value. appreciative, a. Esteeming 
favourably. 

apprehend (Ap-rS-hend') [L. ad-, pre- 
hendere, to seize], v.t. To take hold of; 
to seize, to arrest; conceive mentally; 
to dread; to anticipate, v.i. To under¬ 
stand. apprehensible, a. apprehen¬ 
sion, n. The act of laying hold of or 
arresting; the mental faculty which 
apprehends; fear of what may happen, 
apprehensive, a. 

apprentice (a-pren'tis) [O.F. aprentis , 
from apprendre, to learn, see prec.], n. 
One bound by indentures to serve for a 
term of years in order to learn some trade 
or craft, v.t. To bind as an apprentice, 
apprenticeship, n. 

apprise (a-prlz') [F. appris ], v.t. To 
inform, bring to the knowledge of. 
apprize (A-priz') [O.F. aprisier , to appraise], 
v.t. To estimate the worth of. 
approach (a-proch') [L. ad-, to, propius , 
nearer], v.i. To come or draw nearer; 
to approximate, v.t. To come near to; 
to resemble, n. The act of drawing 
near; resemblance; avenue, access, 
approachable, a. 

approbation (Ap-rd-bft'shun) [APPROVE], 
n. Approval, commendation, praise, 
appropriate (a-pro'pri-At) [L. ad-, pro- 
prius , one’s own], v.t. To take as one’s 
own; to devote to a special purpose, a. 
Suitable, fit, becoming; set apart for a 
particular use. appropriately, adv. 
appropria tion, n. appropriator, n. 
approve (a-proov') [L. ad-, probdre, to test, 
try], v.t. To esteem, pronounce as good; 
to sanction, confirm, v.i. To express or 
feel approbation, approval, ». Appro¬ 
bation, sanction, approver, n. One 
who approves; one who confesses and 
gives evidence against his associates, 
approximate (a-proks'i-mAt) [L. ad-, 
proximus , very near], v.i. To draw or 
bring near. a. Very close to; closely 
resembling; approximation, n. 
appurtenance (a-p Sr'ten- ans) [appertain] , 
n. That which belongs to something 
else; an adjunct, appendage, appur¬ 
tenant, a. Pertaining to, pertinent, 
apricot (A'pri-kot) [L. proecox , early ripe], 
n. A stone-fruit allied to the plum. 

April (a'pril) [L. Aprilis (prob. from 
aperire, to open)], n. The fourth month 
of the year. 

apron (A'prbn) [O.F. naperon , a large 
cloth], n. A garment worn in front to 
protect the clothes, or as part of a dis¬ 
tinctive dress, e.g. of bishops, Freemasons, 
apropos (a'pr6-p6) [F. d propos ], adv. 
Seasonably; by the way; as suggested 
by. a. Opportune; to the point, 
apse (Aps) [Or. apsis , fastening, felloe of a 
wheel], n. A semi-circular, dome-roofed 
recess in a building. 

apsis (Ap'sis) [apse], n. (pi. apsides, 
Ap-6l'd§z). One of two points at which a 
planet is at its greatest and least distance 


from the body round which it revolves, 
ap'sidal, a. Of the shape of an apse or 
apsis. 

apt (Apt) [L. apt us ], a. Suitable; having 
a tendency to; quick, aptitude, n. 
Fitness, suitability; proneness to. aptly, 
adv. aptness, n. 

apterous (Ap'ter-us) [Gr. a-, not, pteron , a 
wing], a. Wingless. 

apteryx (Ap'ter-iks) [as prec.], n. A New 
Zealand bird with rudimentary wings, 
aqua (Ak'wA) [L.], n. Water, liquid, 
aqua-vitae, n. Unrectified alcohol, 
aquamarine (A-kwa-ma-rAn') [L., sea¬ 
water], n. A bluish-green variety of beryl, 
aquarium (a-kwar'i-um) [L. aqua, water], 
n. A tank or vessel in which aquatio 
plants and animals are kept alive, 
aquat'ic, a. Pertaining to water; living, 
growing in or near water, 
aqueduct (Ak'wA-dukt) [L. aquae, of water, 
ductus , conveyance], n. A conduit, esp. 
one raised on pillars or arches for the 
conveyance of drinking-water, 
aqueous (A'kwe-fis) [L. aqueus], a. Con¬ 
taining, formed in, or deposited from 
water; watery. 

aquiline (Ak'wi-lin) [L. aquila , an eagle], a. 
Pertaining to an eagle; eagle-like (esp. of 
noses), hooked. 

ar- [ad-], pref., as in arrest, arrogate. 

-ar (1) [L.], adj. suf. Belonging to, of the 
nature of; e.g. angular , lunar, n. suf. 
Thing pertaining to; e.g. altar, exemplar. 
-ar (2) [O.F.], suf. Agent; e.g. bursar , 
vicar, liar. 

Arab (Ar'Ab), n. A native of Arabia; an 
Arabian horse, a. Arabian, arabes¬ 
que' [F.], a. Arabian in design; fan¬ 
tastic. ». Surface decoration composed 
of flowing lines fancifully intermingled. 
Ara'bian, o. Pertaining to Arabia, n. 
An Arab, a native of Arabia. Ar'abic, a. 
Pertaining to Arabia, or to its language, 
n. The language. 

arable (Ar'abl) [L. ardre, to plough], a. 

Capable of being ploughed; fit for tillage. 
Aramaic (Ar'a-mA'ik), a. Of or belonging 
to Aram; applied to the northern branch 
of the Semitic family of languages, in¬ 
cluding Syriac and Chaldee, n. Syriac, 
araucaria (Ar-aw-kar'i-a) [ Arauco , in 
Chile], n. A genus of coniferous plants, 
including the monkey-puzzle, 
arbiter (ar'bi-tAr) [L.], n. A judge; an 
umpire; one who can decide according to his 
absolute pleasure. arbitrament, ». 
Power or liberty of deciding; the de¬ 
cision or award given by arbitrators, 
arbitrary, a. Determined by one’s own 
will; capricious; absolute, arbitrari¬ 
ness, n. 

arbitrate (ar'bi-trAt) [L. arbitrari, to give 
judgment], v.t. To hear and judge as an 
arbitrator; to decide, act as an arbitrator 
or umpire, arbitration, n. The deter¬ 
mining of a dispute by means of an arbiter, 
arbitrator, n. arbitress, n. 
arbor eal (ar-bSr'e-al), a. [L. arbor, a tree]. 
Pertaining to trees; living in trees, arbores'* 
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cent, a. Having tree-like characteristics; 
branching like a tree, ar'boriculture, n. The 
systematic culture of trees and shrubs, 
arbour (ar'bOr) [L. herba, a tree, herb, grass, 
assim. to arbor], n. A bower formed by 
trees or shrubs, lattice-work, etc. 
arbutus (ar'bu-tus) [L.], n. An evergreen 
shrub, the strawberry-tree, 
arc (ark) [L. arcus , a bow], n. A portion 
of a circle or other curve; the luminous 
bridge between two carbon poles when an 
electric current is sent through them, 
arcade (ar-kad') [It. areata , arched], n. 
A series of arches; a walk arched over; 
a covered passage. 

Arcadian (ar-ka'di-an) [L.], a. Pertaining 
to Arcadia, the ideal region of rural 
happiness; hence, ideally rustic or pastoral, 
arcanum (ar-ka'mim) [L. aregre , to shut 
up], n. (usually in pi. arcana) A 
mystery; an elixir. 

arch (1) (arch) [L. area, a chest (confused 
with arcus , a bow)], n. A curved structure, 
the parts supporting each other by mutual 
pressure; a vault, a curve, v.t. To 
cover with or form into an arch; to 
overarch, span. 

arch (2) (arch) [arch-], a. Clever, cun¬ 
ning, mirthfully mischievous or waggish, 
archly, adv. archness, n. 
arch-, archi- (ar'ki-) [Gr. archos , chief], 
pref. Chief, principal; leading, pre¬ 
eminent; first; e.g. archangel , archbishop. 
archaeo- [Gr., archdos , ancient], pref. Per¬ 
taining to past time; primitive, 
archaeology (ar-kS-ol'6-ji) [ARCHJBO-, 
-LOGY], n. The study of antiquities, esp. 
prehistoric remains, archaeological, a. 
archaeologist, n. 

archaic (ar-k&'ik) [Gr. archaios , old], a. 
Pertaining to antiquity; antiquated, 
ar'chaism, n. An old-fashioned habit; 
an obsolete expression; affectation of 
ancient style. 

archangel (ark'an-jel) [arch-, angel], n. 
An angel of the highest rank, arch- 
angel'ic, a. 

archbishop (arch-bish'op) [ARCH , BISHOP], 
n. A chief bishop; the spiritual head of 
an archiepiscopal province, archbishop¬ 
ric, n. 

archdeacon (arch'de-kdn) [Gr. archi- 
diakonos (ARCH-, DEACON)], n. A dignitary 
next below a bishop, archdeaconry, n. 
The portion of a diocese over which an 
archdeacon exercises jurisdiction, 
archduke (arch'duk) [ARCH-, DUKE], n. 
The title of the sons of the former Em¬ 
perors of Austria, archdu'cal, a. Per¬ 
taining to an archduke, archduchess 
(arch-duch'es), n. The wife, or daughter 
of an archduke, archduchy, n. An 
archduke’s territory. 

archer (ar'cher) [0.*F. archier ], n. A bow¬ 
man; ( Astron .) the constellation Sagit¬ 
tarius. archery, n. The act or art of 
shooting with bows and arrows, 
archetype (ar'k6-tip) [arch-, type], n. 
The primitive model or pattern on which 
anything is formed. 


archidiaconal (ar-ki-dl-&k'6n-al) [Gr. 
archidiaconos , archdeacon], a. Per¬ 
taining to or holding the office of an 
archdeacon. 

archiepiscopal (ar-ki-6-pis'k6-p41) [Gr. 
archie pis kopos, archbishop], a. Of or 
pertaining to an archbishop or arch¬ 
bishopric. 

archimandrite (ar-ki-min'drlt) [Gr. archi-, 
chief, mandra , an enclosure, monastery], 
n. The superior of a monastery in the 
Greek Church. 

archipelago (ar-ki-pel'a-gfl) [ARCHI-, Gr. 
pelagos, sea], n. The Aegean Sea; any 
sea or water studded with islands, 
architect (ar'ki-tekt) [archi-, Gr. tektbn , 
a builder], n. One who plans and designs 
buildings and superintends their erection; 
(fig.) the Creator. 

architecture (ar'ki-tek-tyur) [L. archi- 
tectUra ], n. The art of building edifices; 
architectural work; style of building; 
construction, architectural, a. 
architrave (ar'ki-trav) [archi-, L. trabs , a 
beam], n. The part of the entablature 
that rests immediately on the column; 
ornamental moulding round a door or 
window. 

archive (ar'klv) [Gr. archeion , public 
office], n. ( usually in pi.) Historical 
records officially preserved, archivist 
(ar'ki-vist), n. One who has charge of 
archives. 

archon (ar'kdn) [Gr. ruler, archein , to 
rule], n. The chief magistrate or one of 
the nine chief magistrates of Athens, 
archway (arch'wa) [arch (1)], n. An 
arched entrance or vaulted passage. 
Arctic (ark'tik) [Gr. arktikos, belonging to 
the Great Bear ( arktos , bear)], o. Per¬ 
taining to the region within the Arctic 
Circle, i.e. the parallel of the globe 23° 28' 
distant from the North Pole, which is its 
centre, n. The Arctic regions, 
arcuate (ar'ku-St) [L. arcus , bow], o. 
Curved like a bow; arched. 

-ard, suf. Noting disposition or character, 
with augmentative force; e.g. drunkard , 
sluggard. 

ardent (ar'dSnt) [O.P. ardant , L. ardgre , to 
burn], a. On fire; fierce, eager, xealous. 
ardency, n. ardently, adv. 
ardour (ar'dor) [O.F. ardor , L. arddrem ], n. 
Fierce heat; flame; heat of passion; 
warmth of emotion. 

arduous (ar'du-us) [L. arduus , steep, 
difficult], a. Involving much labour; diffi¬ 
cult, laborious, energetic, arduously, adv. 
area (kr'6-4) [L.], n. Any clear or open 
space; the sunken, partly enclosed court 
giving access to the basement of some 
houses; superficial extent; a tract of 
country. 

areca (Sr'6-ki) [Tamil adai, clustering, 
kdy , nut], n. A genus of palms, 
arena (a-re'na) [L. argna , hargna , sand], n. 
The sand-strewn floor of an amphitheatre 
where combats took place; an amphitheatre; 
a field of conflict, sphere of action, arena'- 
ceous, a. ^Sandv: in the form of sand. 
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argent (ar / j6nt) [L. argentum ], n. Silver 
(esp. in heraldry), a. Resembling silver; 
silvery-white, argentiferous, a. Pro¬ 
ducing silver, argentine, a. Silvery, 
argil (ar'jil) [Gr. argillos , white clay], n. 
White clay, potters’ earth, argilla'ceous, 
a. Clayey. 

argon (ar'gdn) [Gr. a-, not, ergon , work], ». 
An inert gaseous constituent of the 
atmosphere. 

Argonaut (ar'gd-nawt) [Gr. argonautis ], n. 
One of the legendary heroes who sailed in 
the Argo to seek the Golden Fleece; (Zool.) 
the paper-nautilus. 

argosy (ar'gd-si) [prob. It. una Ragusea 
(nave), a Ragusan (ship)], n. A large 
merchant-vessel; a richly laden ship, 
argot (ar'gS) [F.], n. Thieves’ slang; the 
phraseology of a class; slang generally, 
argue (ar'gu) [L. arguere , to prove], v.t. 
To discuss, debate; to exhibit or con¬ 
vince by logical methods; to evince, v.i. 
To bring forward reasons, to discuss, 
dispute, arguable, o. Capable of being 
argued, argument, n. Reason, demon¬ 
stration; process of reasoning; debate; 
a summary, the subject of a discourse, 
argumentative, a. Pertaining to argu¬ 
ment; disputatious. 

aria (a'ri-a) [It.], n. An air; song for one 
voice. 

Arian (ar'i-An),«. Pertaining to Arius. n. 
A follower of Arius of Alexandria (4th 
cent.), who denied that Christ was consub- 
stantial with the Father. Arianism, n. 
-arian [L.], suf. Belonging to; e.g. 
humanitarian , sexagenarian , trinitarian. 
arid (ar'id) [L. arfre, to dry], a. Dry, 
parched; barren, bare; (fig.) uninterest¬ 
ing. aridity (4-rid'i-ti), aridness (&r id- 
nes), n. Dryness, drought, 
aright (4-rit'), [A.-S.j, adv. Rightly, 
properly. 

•arious [L.], suf. Connected with, belong¬ 
ing to; forming adjectives, e.g. vicarious. 
arise (&-riz') [A.-S. a-, intens., rlsan ], v.i. 
(arose, arisen). To assume an upright 
position, to get up; to appear, to come 
into notoriety; to originate, 
aristocracy (fir-is-tok'ra-si) [Gr. aristos , 
the best, kratia, rule], n. Government by 
the best citizens or nobles; a state so 
governed; the nobility; (fig.) the best of 
any class, aristocrat, n. A noble; a 
member of an aristocracy, aristocratic, a. 
arithmetic (a-rith'm6-tik) [Gr. arithmeein , 
to count], n. The science of numbers; 
computation by figures, arithmetical, 
o. arithmetically, adv. arithmetician 
(-tish'an), n. One skilled in arithmetic, 
-arium [L.], suf. Thing connected with, 
used for, place for; as aquarium , herbarium. 
ark (ark) [A.-S.], n. A chest; a large flat- 
bottomed vessel; a sacred repository, 
arm (arm) [A.-S.], n. The upper limb 
of the human body, from the shoulder to 
the hand; a sleeve; a projecting branch, 
as of the sea; the parts of a yard on each 
side of the mast; a weapon; a branch of the 
military service; (pi.) war; the military 


profession; armour; heraldic bearings, 
armful, n. As much as the arm or arms 
can hold. 

armada (ar-mft'dA) [Sp.], n. An armed 
fleet, esp. that sent by Philip II of Spain 
against England in 1588. 
armadillo (ar-ma-dil'o) [Sp.], n. (pi. -os). 
A small burrowing edentate S. American 
animal, encased in bony armour, and cap¬ 
able of rolling itself into a ball, 
armament (ar'ma-ment) [L.], n. Muni¬ 
tions of war, esp. the guns of a war 
ship. 

armature (ar'ma-tur) [L. arma , -TUBE], 
n. A piece of soft iron placed in contact 
with the poles of a magnet to preserve and 
increase its power. 

armed (armd) [arm], a. Equipped with 
weapons or armour; prepared for war; 
equipped with anything required for action 
or defence. 

Armenian (ar-me'ni-an), a. Pertai ning to 
Armenia, n. A native of Armenia; the 
language. 

armistice (ar'mis-tis) [F. from L. arma, 
arms, - stitium , from sistere , to stop], n. 
A cessation of arms for a stipulated time 
during war; a truce. 

armlet (arm'lAt) [arm -let], n. A small 
band worn on the arm. 
armory (ar'md-ri) [O.F. armoier, to blazon], 
n. The science of heraldry, armorial 
(ar-mor'i-al), a. 

armour (ar'mbr) [O.F. armure ], n. Defen¬ 
sive covering; heraldic bearings, v.t. To 
furnish with protective covering, esp. ships 
with armour-plating, armoured, a. Olad 
in armour; ironclad, armourer, n. A 
maker. of arms; a non-commissioned 
officer in charge of the arms of a regiment, 
ship, etc. armoury, n. Place for keep¬ 
ing arms, an arsenal. - 
armpit (arnTpit), n. The hollow under 
the arm at the shoulder, 
army (ar'mi) [F. armte], n. Men organ¬ 
ized for land warfare; a host, 
arnica (ar'ni-ka) [?], n. A vegetable tinc¬ 
ture used for bruises, sprains, etc. 
aroma (a-rd'ma) [Gr. arOma, a spice], n. 
An agreeable odour or smell; a subtle 
pervasive quality, aromat'ic, a. 
around (a-round') [a-, on, round], prep. 
Surrounding; round about, adv. All 
round. 

arouse (A-rouz') [a-, intens., ROUSE], v.f. 
To raise, awaken; to excite, stimulate, 
arrack (Sr'ak) [Arab. *araq , juice], n. Dis¬ 
tilled spirits prepared in the E. Indies 
from cocoa-nut, rice, etc. 
arraign (a-r&n')[L. ad-, radio - 6nem , reason] 
v.t. To cite before a tribunal; to accuse, 
charge with fault, find fault with, 
arraignment, n. Accusation, charge, 
arrange (a-ranj') [O.F. d, to, rangier , to 
range], v.t. To draw up in order; to ad¬ 
just, settle; to plan circumstances in readi¬ 
ness. v.t. To make a settlement, arrange¬ 
ment, n. Settlement, disposition; a 
grouping of things in a particular way; 
(pi.) preparations. 
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arrant (Sr'dnt) [errant], a. Notorious, 
downright, thorough. 

arras (dr'ds), n. Tapestry made at Arras; 
wall hangings. 

array (A-ra') [A.-F. arayer], v.t. To mar¬ 
shal, dress up, deck. n. Order, esp. of 
battle, troops. 

arrear (a-rer') [O.F. arere, backward], n. 
The state of being behindhand; (pi.) that 
which is unpaid. 

arrest (a-rest') [L. AD-, rest&re , to stay], 
v.t. To stop; to stay (legal proceedings, 
etc.); to apprehend, seize by authority, 
n. A stoppage ; seizure, detention, 
arrive (4-riv') [L. AD, rlpam, to shore], v.i. 
To come to, reach, attain, arrival, n. 
The act of coming to a destination, etc.; 
one who has arrived. 

arrogance (Sr'6-gans) [as next], n. The 
act or quality of being arrogant; undue 
assumption, arrogant (Ar'6-gant), a. 
Assuming too much; insolent, haughty, 
arrogate (ar'd-g&t) [L. arrogdtus (ad-, 
rog&re , to ask)], v.t. To put forth unduly 
exalted claims or baseless preten¬ 
sions. 

arrow (Ar'o) [A.-S. arewc], n. A slender, 
straight missile shot from a bow. 
arsenal (ar'sen-al) [Arab, dar , house, al, 
the, gin&'ah, art, trade], n. A place for the 
manufacture and (or) storage of weapons 
and ammunition. 

arsenic (ar'se-nik) [Arab, az-zemikh (al, 
the, zemikh, orpiment], n. A brittle, 
semi-metallic element, arsen'ical, a. 
arson (ar'sdn) [L. arsus, burnt], n. The 
wilful setting on fire of property, 
art (art) [L. ars artem ], n. Skill, workman¬ 
ship; skill applied to subjects of taste; 
the practical application of science; rules 
for putting principles into practice; craft, 
artifice; (pi.) the subjects in a university 
course; the faculty concerned with such 
subjects, fine arts: Pursuits in which the 
mind or imagination is chiefly engaged, as 
painting, music, sculpture, etc. artful, 
a. Characterized by art or skill; crafty, 
cunning, artfulness, n. artless, a. Un¬ 
cultured, natural; guileless, simple, 
artery (ar'ter-i) [Gr. arteria ], n. A large 
ulsating vessel conveying blood from the 
eart; a main channel, arterial, o. Per¬ 
taining to, contained in, or resembling an 
artery; ramifying. 

Artesian (ar-te'zh&n) well [F. ArUsien, 
from Artois], n. A well made by boring 
through an upper retentive stratum to a 
water-bearing stratum, the water rising 
by natural pressure. 

arthritis (ar-thrl'tis) [Gr. arthron , a joint, 
-ITIS], n. Disease of the joints, 
artichoke (ar'ti-chok) [It. articiocco], n. 
A composite plant of which the receptacle 
and fleshy bases of the scales are eaten as a 
vegetable. Jerusalem artichoke, n. A 
species of sunflower, the tuberous roots of 
which are edible. 

article (ar'tikl) [L. articulus , a little joint], 
a. A point of faith or duty; a prose 
composition, complete in itself; an item, 


detail; a provision in an agreement, 
statute, etc.; a thing; the adjectives a, 
an, the , considered as separate parts of 
speech; (pi.) a formal agreement; terms, 
conditions. 

articulate (ar-tik'u-lat) [as prec.], v.t. 
To divide sounds into words and syllables; 
to utter distinctly; to join together in 
proper order; to joint, v.i. To utter 
intelligible sounds; speak distinctly, 
artic'ulated, a. Jointed, articula'tion, 
n. Articulate sound, utterance, speech; 
a joint or jointed structure, 
artifice (ar'ti-fis) [L. ars artis, art, facere, to 
make], n. Human skill; trickery; a 
contrivance or trick, artificer, n. A 
craftsman, artificial (-fish'a.1), a. Made 
or produced by art; affected in manner, 
artificiality, n. 

artillery (ar-tiTAr-i) [O.F. artiller , to fortify, 
equip], n. Guns and cannon with their 
equipment; troops trained in gunnery, 
artisan (ar-ti-zan') [F.J, ft. One trained to 
practise a manual art. 
artist (ar'tist) [F.], n. One who practises 
any of the fine arts, especially painting; 
any artistic producer or performer, 
artiste (ar-test') [F.], n. A public per¬ 
former, actor, dancer, musician, acrobat, 
etc.; a highly proficient cook, hairdresser, 
etc. artis'tlc, a. Pertaining to art or 
artists, artistically, adv. 
arum (ar'om) [Gr. aron], n. A genus of 
plants, containing the cuckoo-pint. 

-ary (1) [L.], suf. Pertaining to, con¬ 
nected with; belonging to, engaged in; as 
in elementary , voluntary ; statuary ; granary. 
(2) Equivalent to -AR ; e.g. exemplary , 
military. 

Aryan (ar'i-An) [Sansk. drya, noble], a. 
Belonging to an ancient race of northern 
Europe or Central Asia, 
as (£z) [A.-S. eal swa, all so], adv. and 
conj. In the same manner or degree; 
thus; while; since, because, that. rel. 
pron. That, who, which, 
as- [AD-], pref ., e.g. assimilate , assume. 
asafoetida (As-a-fet'i-da) [L. asa , mastic, 
foetida, stinking], n. A gum with a strong 
smell of garlic. 

asbestos (Az-bes'tos) [Gr. a-, not, •shestos, 
from sbenunai , to quench], n. A variety 
of hornblende, of fibrous structure, prac¬ 
tically incombustible, 
ascend (a-send') [L. ad-, scandere, to climb], 
v.i. To rise, to be raised; to slope up¬ 
wards ; to proceed from a lower to a 
higher plane; to go back in order of time; 
to come above the horizon, v.t. To climb 
or go up to a higher position, or to the 
summit or source of; to mount, ascend'- 
ancy, ascend'ency, w. Controlling in¬ 
fluence; governing power, ascend'ant, 
ascend ent, a. Rising; predominating, 
ascension (a-sen'shun) [as prec.], n. The 
act of ascending; the ascent of Christ to 
Heaven; the rising of a celestial body, 
ascent (a-sent'), n. The act or process of 
ascending; upward motion; a slope, 
ascertain (5s-er-t&n') [O.F.], v.t. To find 
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out by investigation or experiment; to 
make sure of. ascertainable, a. 
ascetic (a-set'ik) [Gr. asketikos , given to 
exercises], o. Severely abstinent, austere; 
practising rigorous self-discipline, n. An 
early hermit who practised rigorous self- 
denial and mortification; any person 
given to this, ascetical, a. asceticism 
(a-set'i-sizm), n. 

ascribe (a-skrib') [L. ad-, scrlbere , to 
w’rite], v.t. To attribute, impute, assign, 
aseptic (a-sep'tik) [Gr. a-, not, septic], a. 
Not liable to putrefaction, n. An aseptic 
substance. 

ash (1) (ash) [A.-S. cesce], n. The remains 
of anything burnt ; (pi., ashes) the 
remains of a cremated body; a symbol of 
grief or repentance. Ash-Wednesday, n. 
The first day of Lent (when the foreheads 
of the people were sprinkled with ashes), 
ashy, a. Composed of ashes; whitish- 
grey; pale. 

ash (2) (ash) [A.-S. oesc ], n. A forest tree 
with tough, close-grained wood; its wood, 
ashamed (a-sh5md') [a-, intens., shame], 
o. Affected with shame; abashed by 
consciousness of error or guilt, 
ashen (ash'en) [asii (1 and 2)], a. The 
colour of ashes; pertaining to the ash or 
made of its wood. 

ashlar (Ssh'lar) [O.F. aiseler ], n. Square- 
hewn stone. 

ashore (a-shor') [a-, on, shore], adv. To 
the shore; on the shore; on land. 

Asiatic (a-shi-at'ik), a. Pertaining or be¬ 
longing to Asia. n. A native of Asia, 
aside (a-sid') [a-, on, side], adv. At or 
towards one side; away. n. Something 
spoken so as to be audible only to the 
person addressed. 

asinine (&s'in-in) [L. asinus, an ass], a. 

Having the character of an ass; stupid, 
ask (ask) [A.-S. ascian), v.t. To request, 
question, solicit; to state a price required; to 
invite, v.i. To make a request; to inquire, 
askance (a-skSns'), askant (a-sk&ut') [?], 
adv. Obliquely, sideways, 
askew (a-sku) [skew], adv. Askance; in 
an oblique direction, a. Oblique, awry, 
aslant (4-slant') [a-, on, SLANT], adv. Slant¬ 
ingly, obliquely, prep. In a slanting 
direction. 

asleep (a-slep') [a-, on, sleep], adv. and 
pred.a. In or into a state of sleep, 
aslope (a-slop') [A.-S. aslopcn ], a. Slop¬ 
ing, oblique, adv. With a slope, aslant, 
asp (&sp) [Gr. aspis], n. A small venomous 
hooded serpent, the Egyptian cobra, 
asparagus (a-spar'a-gus) [Gr. asparagos], 
n. A plant, the tender shoots of which are 
eaten. 

aspect (Ss'pekt) [L. aspectus , beheld], n. 
Look, view; way of looking; direction in 
which something is turned; appearance. 
aspen(as'pen) [A.-S. cespe], n. The trem¬ 
bling poplar, remarkable for its quivering 
leaves. 

asperity (a-sper'i-ti) [L. asper, rough], n. 
Roughness; a rugged excrescence; harsh¬ 
ness of sound; bleakness: acrimony. 


asperse (4-spers') [L. aspersus, sprinkled], 
v.t. To strew upon, besprinkle; to de¬ 
fame. aspersion, n. Calumny, slander, 
asphalt (Ss'falt) [Gr. asphalton ], n. A 
dark form of bitumen or an artificial sub¬ 
stitute used for paving, etc. 
asphodel (4s'f6-del) [Gr. asphodelos], n. A 
mythic undying flower, 
asphyxia (&s-fiks'i-a) [Gr. a-, not, sphuzein , 
to pulsate], n. Stoppage of the pulse: 
suspended animation; suffocation, as- 
phyxial, a. asphyxiate, v.t. To suffocate, 
aspic (fts'pik) [F.], n. A savoury dish of 
game, etc., with hard-boiled eggs,* in jelly, 
aspirate (Ss'pi-rSt) [aspire], v.t. To 
pronounce with a full breath; to prefix 
the sound of h. a. Aspirated; pro¬ 
nounced with a breathing, n. The sound 
of h. aspira'tion, n. The act of breath¬ 
ing, aspiring, or aspirating; steadfast 
desire, aspire (a-spir') [L. ad -, splrare , to 
breathe], v.i. To desire eagerly; to seek 
to attain, aspiring, a. Eagerly desir¬ 
ous of some high object, ambitious, aspir- 
ingly, adv. aspir'ant, a. Aiming at a 
higher position, n. A candidate, 
ass (as) [A.-S. aj^a], n. A quadruped 
allied to the horse, but smaller, with long 
ears and a tufted tail; (fig.) a stupid, 
obstinate fellow. 

assagai (as'a-gi) [Arab, azzaghayah ], n. A 
slender lance of hard wood, 
assail (a-sai') [L. ad-, sallre , to leap], v.t. 
To attack violently: to dash against, 
assailable, a. assailant, n. One who 
assails. 

assassin (a-sXs'in) [Arab. hashsMshln, 
hashish-eaters], n. One who kills by sur¬ 
prise (generally for other than private 
motives), assassinate, v.t. To murder 
by sudden violence, assassination, n. 
assault (a-sawlt') [L., as ASSAIL], n. A 
violent attack; a charge on a fortified 
post; (Law) a threatening word or act. 
v.t. To make a violent onset or attack on. 
assay (a-sft ) [O.F. assai , L. exagium (ex , 
out, agere , to drive, deal)], n. Trial, 
examination; determination of the quan¬ 
tity of metal in an ore, alloy, etc. v.t. 
To try, test; to determine the purity of 
alloys, etc. v.t. To attempt, endeavour, 
assayer, n. 

assemble^- sembl')[L. AD-, simul, together], 
v.t. To call or bring together into one 
mass or heap. v.i. To meet or come to¬ 
gether; to gather, assemblage, n. A 
gathering, a concourse, assembly, n. 
People met together for some common 
purpose; a deliberative, legislative, or 
religious body. 

assent (a-sent') [L. AD-, sentire , to feel], 
v.i. To sanction (something proposed); 
to admit (a statement) as true. n. Sanc¬ 
tion, acquiescence. 

assert (a-sSrt') [L. AD-, severe, to join, bind], 
v.t. To affirm, declare positively; to 
insist on a right, etc. assertion, n. The 
act of asserting a claim or right; a positive 
statement, assertive, a. 
assess (a-ses') [L. ad-, sedere, to sit], vJt. 
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To fix the amount of a tax, etc.; to value 
property for the purpose of taxation; 
to estimate, assessable, a. Capable of 
being or liable to be assessed, assess¬ 
ment, n. The amount assessed; a 

scheme of rating or'taxation; estimation, 
appraisal, assessor, n. One who advises 
a judge on technical points, 
assets (&s'ets) [A.-F. asetz, L. ad satis , 
sufficiency], n.pl. Goods sufficient to 
satisfy debts; the effects of an insolvent 
debtor: property in general, 
asseverate (&-sev 7 6r-at) [L. AD-, severus, 
seriousj, v.t. To affirm with solemnity, 
assevera'tion, n 

assiduous (a-sid'u-us) [as assess], a. 
Constant in application; diligent, assi¬ 
duously, adv. assidu'ity, n. 
assign (a-sin 7 ) [L. AD-, signare, to mark], 
v.t. To allot, designate for a specific pur¬ 
pose; to transfer, surrender, w. One to 
whom a property or right is transferred, 
assignable, a. Capable of being trans¬ 
ferred. assignation (as-ig-na'shuu), n. 
The act of assigning, assignee, (&s-i-ne 7 ). 
An agent, a representative; (Law) one to 
whom an assignment is made, assign¬ 
ment (a-sin'ment, n. The act of assign¬ 
ing; allocation; legal transference; the 
instrument effectingsuch transference; the 
right or property transferred, assignor 
(&s-i-nor 7 ). One who transfers a right or 
property. 

assimilate (i-sirn'i-lat) [L. AD-, similis, 
like], v.t. To make like to; to digest; 
to incorporate, v.i. To become similar; 
to be incorporated in the substance of a 
living organism, assimila'tion, n. 
assist (a-sist 7 ) [L. AD-. sistere, to place], 
v.t. To help, support, further, v.i. To 
give help or aid. assistance, n. Help 
support, succour, assistant, n. 
assize (a-siz 7 ) [F. asseoir , to sit at], n. A 
statute regulating weight and price, lienee 
standard of quantity, price, or quality, 
esp. of bread and ale; (pi.) sessions held 
periodically by judges in each county for 
the administration of justice, 
associate (a-so'shi-5.t) [L. ad-, sociare , to 
join], v.t. To join for a common purpose; 
to combine, v.i To keep company or 
have familiar intercourse with. a. Con¬ 
nected, allied; in the same category, ft. 
An ally, colleague; member of an asso¬ 
ciation. association, n. The act of 
associating; a society for the promotion of 
some common object; fellowship, 
assoil (a-soiT) [L. ab-, away, solvere, to 
loosen], v.t. To absolve, 
assonant (S.s'6-nant) [L. AD-, sonare, to 
sound], a. Rhyming in the accented 
vowels, but not in the consonants, 
assort (a-sdrt 7 ) [F. d, to, sorte, sort], vX. 
To arrange or dispose in sorts or lots. v.i. 
To suit, to agree, match, assortment,». 
A collection of things assorted, 
assuage (a-swaj 7 ) IL. AD-, suavis , sw'eet], 
v.t. To allay, mitigate, lessen the violence 
of. assuagement, n. Mitigation, 
assume (a-sum 7 ) [L. AD-, turnere, to take], 


v.t. To take upon oneself; to arrogate, 
claim; take for granted, v.i. To be 
arrogant; to claim more than is due. 
assumed, a. Usurped; taken for granted, 
assumedly, adv. assuming, a. Arro¬ 
gant, haughty, assumption, n. The 
act of assuming; the thing assumed; sup¬ 
position; ascent to Heaven, esp. the Virgin 
Mary’s (commemorated Aug. 15). 
assure (4-shoor') [L. AD-, securus, safe], v.t. 
To make secure, give confidence to, insure 
the payment of compensation in case of 
loss. assurance (a-shoor'ans), n. Act of 
assuring; positive declaration; security; 
audacity, impudence; insurance; as¬ 
sured, a. Safe; made certain, 
aster (as-, &s-ter) [Ur. aster, a star], n. A 
genus of plants. 

-aster [L.], suf. Somew r hat after the 
manner of; as in criticaster, poetaster. 
asterisk (&s 7 t6r-isk) [Gr. asteriskos], n. A 
printers’ mark (*) used to call attention 
to a note, etc. 

astern (a-stSrn 7 ), adv. In, at, or towards 
the hinder part of a ship, 
asthma (&s'ma) Gr. azein, to breathe hard], 
n. A disease of respiration characterized 
by cough, wheezing, and constriction of 
the chest, asthmat'ic, a. 
astigmatism (a-stig'ma-tizm) [Gr. a-, not, 
stigma , point], n. A defect of the eye 
which prevents the convergence of rays of 
light at a point on the retina, as tig - 
mat'ic, a. 

astir (a-stfcr 7 ) [a-, on, stir], adv. and pred. a. 

In motion; in excitement; out of bed. 
astonish (4-ston'ish) [O.F. estoner, to 
amaze], v.t. To strike with sudden won¬ 
der; to surprise. astonishing, a. aston¬ 
ishingly, adv. astonishment, ». 
astound (a-stound 7 ) [M.E. astoned], v.t. To 
strike with amazement, astounding, a. 
astraddle (a-str&dl), adv. Astride, 
astragal (is'tra-gal) [Gr. astragalos], n. 
A small moulding or bead round the 
top or the bottom of columns, 
astrakhan (&s-tra-kan'), ». A fine kind 
of furry lamb's wool, from Astrakhan and 
Persia. 

astral (&s'tiAl) [Gr. aster, a star], a. Per¬ 
taining to the stars, astral-body, n. A 
spiritual body which occultists claim to be 
able to project to a distance, 
astray (a-stra 7 ) Iprob. O.F. estraie, strayed], 
adv. and pred.a. Out of the right way. 
astride (a-strid 7 ), adv. and pred.a. With 
legs apart or on either side. prep. Astride 
of. 

astringent (a-strinj'Snt) [L. ad, stringexe, 
to bind], a. (Med.) Contacting muscular 
fibre; binding, styptic, astringency, n. 
astrolabe (as'tro-iab) 10.F. astrelabe], n. 
An obsolete instrument for taking astro¬ 
nomical observations, 
astrology (a-strol'o-ji) [Gr. astran, star, 
logia, -LOGY], n. The art of foretelling 
events from the position of the stars; their 
occult influence on human affairs, astro¬ 
loger. ft. One versed in this, 
astronomy (a-stron'o-mi) [Gr. astron, star, 
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nemein, to arrange], n. The science which 
treats of the phenomena of the heavenly 
bodies, and of the earth in relation to 
them, astronomer, n. One versed in 
this, astronomical, a. 
astute (a-stut') [L. astvtus, crafty], a. 

Acute, shrewd, cunning, astuteness, n. 
asunder (a-sdn'der) [A.-S. onsundran), adv. 
Apart, separately, in different pieces, 
asylum (4-si'lum) [Gr. asulos, inviolable], n. 
A place of refuge, a sanctuary; an institu¬ 
tion affording relief and shelter to the 
afflicted, the destitute, or the insane, 
asymmetry (4-sim'et-ri) [a-, not, sym¬ 
metry], n. Want of symmetry, 
at (at) [A.-S. art], prep. Denoting nearness 
in time, space, etc. 

atavism (4t'a-vizm) [L. atavus, an ances¬ 
tor], n. Reversion to some ancestral pecu¬ 
liarity. atavis'tic, a. 
ate (et), pret. [eat]. 

•ate [L. j, suf. (1) Forming nouns of office 
or function, e.g. curate, aldermanate; parti¬ 
cipial nouns, e.g. delegate, mandate ; salts 
of acids, e.g. acetate, carbonate-, (2) parti¬ 
cipial adjectives, e.g. desolate, situate-, and 
other adjectives formed by analogy, e.g. 
roseate, ovate ; (3) forming verbs, e.g. separ¬ 
ata, isolate. 

atelier (4teri4) [F.], n. A workshop, 
studio. 

atheism (4'thS-izm) [Gr. a-, not, theos, 
God], n. Disbelief in a God. atheist, n. 
One who disbelieves, or denies, the exist¬ 
ence of a God. atheis tic, a. 
athirst (a-thSrst') [A.-S. ofthyrst), a. 

Thirsty, oppressed with thirst; (fig.) eager, 
athlete (Ath'iet) [Gr. athlitis (athlein, to 
contend)], n. One trained to perform feats 
of strength and activity; a powerful, 
vigorous man. athletic, a. Pertaining to 
contests requiring strength and activity: 
muscular, robust, athletics, n. Physical 
exercises by which muscular strength is 
developed. 

athwart (a-thw5rt'), prep. From side to 
side of, across, adv. Transversely, cross¬ 
wise, awry. 

-atic, suf. Forming adjectives, e.g. aquatic. 
-atile, suf. Forming adjectives chiefly de¬ 
noting possibility or quality, e.g. volatile. 
-ation, suf. Forming abstract nouns from 
verbs, e.g. agitation appreciation. 

-ative, suf. Forming adjectives, e.g. de¬ 
monstrative, representative. 
atlas (4t'14s) [Gr. Atlas, fabled to uphold 
the universe], n. A collection of maps in 
a volume, atlante'an, o. Of colossal size, 
atmosphere (4t-m6-sf6r) [Gr. atmos, va¬ 
pour, sphaira, a ball], n. The gaseous 
envelope surrounding the earth or a 
heavenly body; (fig^) mental or moral 
environment, atmospheric, -leal, a. 
atoll (4-tol', &t'61 [Maidive], n. A coral 
island, a reef surrounding a lagoon, 
atom (4t'6m) [Gr. atomos, indivisible], n. 
The smallest conceivable portion of any¬ 
thing ; a body incapable of further division, 
one of the supposed ultimate particles of 
matter, atomic, a. 


atone (4-tdn') [at one], v.i. To make 
expiation or satisfaction, atonement, n. 
Expiation, amends, reconciliation; the 
Redemption. 

atonic (4-tonlk) [Gr. atoms, without tone], 
a. Without an accent, unaccented, 
atop (a-top'), adv. On or at the top. 
atrabilious (4t-ra-bill-us) [L. dtra bilis, 
black bile], a. Melancholy, splenetic, 
bitter-tempered, atrabiliar, a. 
a-trip (a-trip'), adv. Just drawn out of 
the ground at right angles to it (of an 
anchor); hoisted as high as possible (of 
the topsails). 

atrocious (4-tro'shus) [L. atrox], a. Sav¬ 
agely and wantonly cruel, fierce, violent; 
characterized by heinous wickedness, 
atrociously, adv. atrocity (4-tro3'i-ti), 
n. Excessive cruelty; an atrocious act. 
atrophy (4t'r6-fl) [Gr., a-, not, trephein, to 
nourish], n. A wasting of the bodily 
organs through want of nourishment or 
disease, v.i. To waste away, 
attach (4-t&ch') [O.F. atachier], v.t. To fas¬ 
ten on, connect; to seize, arrest, v.i To 
adhere to. attach^ (a-t&sh'a) [F.], n. One 
attached to the suite of an ambassador, 
attachment, n. The act of attaching: 
means by which a thing is attached; 
connexion; fidelity, affection; a thing 
attached. 

attack (4-t4k') [F. attaquer), v.t. To fall 
upon with force of arms; to assail by 
hostile words, etc.; to begin a work. ». 
The act of attacking; an onset, an assault; 
violent abuse; fit of illness, 
attain (4-t4n') [L. AD-, tangere, to touch], 
v.i. To arrive at some object, v.t. To 
reach, gain; arrive at; accomplish, at¬ 
tainment, n. 

attainder (4-t&n'd6r) (O.F. ataindre ], n. 
The extinction of civil rights for some 
crime; the act or process of attainting a 
criminal; the state of being so attainted, 
attaint', v.t. To condemn or subject to 
attainder; to accuse. 

attar (4t'4r) [Pers. *atar, essence], n. 

Fragrant essence, esp. of rose 3 . 
attempt (4-temt') [L. ad-, tentdre, to strive 
after], v.t. To try, endeavour; to attack.’ 
to make trial of. n. An endeavour; 
an effort as contrasted with attainment, 
attend (4-tend') [ L. ad-, ten lere, to stretch], 
t\<. To turn the thoughts towards; to 
accompany, wait upon; to be present at. 
v.i. To pay attention, be in attendance; 
to wait upon or for a person, attendance, 
n. attendant, a. Accompanying, n. One 
who attends or accompanies, 
attention (4-ten'shun) [as prec.], n. The 
act, state, or mental faculty of attending; 
an act of courtesy or love (often pi.); 
military attitude of readiness, attentive, 
a. Heedful; polite, courteous, atten¬ 
tively, adv. attentiveness, n. 
attenuate (4-ten'ii-at)[L. ad-, tenuis, thin], 
v.t. To make thin or slender; to dilute, 
attest (a-test') [L. ad-, testis, a witness], v.t. 
To testify (esp. in a formal minner); to 
put a person on his oath. v.i. To bear 
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witness, n. Evidence, attestation, at¬ 
testation, n. The act of attesting; 
formal confirmation; the administration 
of an oath, attestor, n. 

Attic (1) (St'ik) [Gr. Attikos], a. Of or 
belonging to Attica or its capital, Athens; 
classical, refined; witty, n. A native of 
Attica; the Attic dialect, 
attic (2) (&t'ik) [F. cUtique y as prec.], n. A 
room in the top story of a house, 
attire (a-tir') [O.F. atirer ], v.t. To dress; 

to array, n. Dress, clothes, 
attitude (St'i-tud) [It. attitudine , L. apti- 
tUdinem ( aptus , fitted)], n. Posture; dis¬ 
position of things; behaviour indicating 
opinion and sentiment, attitu'dinize, v.i. 
To pose; to behave affectedly, 
attorney (&-t5r'ni) [O.F. atom#], n. A 
qualified practitioner in the Common Law 
courts, who prepares the case for counsel; 
a solicitor of the Supreme Court, 
attract (a-tr&kt') [L. AD-, tractus , drawn], 
v.t. To draw to or cause to approach; to 
allure, v.i. To exert the power of attrac¬ 
tion, to oe attractive, attractable, a. 
That may be attracted, attraction, n. 
The action or power of attracting; that 
which attracts, attractive, a. 
attribute (St'ri-but) [L. AD-, tribuere , to 
give], n. A quality ascribed to any person 
or thing, as an essential characteristic; a 
characteristic; an attributive word, at¬ 
tribute (a-trib'ut), v.t. To ascribe; to 
impute as belonging or due to. attribut¬ 
able, a. attribution, n. 
attrition (a-trish'fin) [L. AD-, terere , to 
rub], n. The act or process of rubbing 
away; abrasion. 

attune (a-tiin') [AD-, TUNE], v.t. To put in 
tune, or make tuneful; render accordant, 
auburn (aw'bern) [O.F. auborne y L. albur- 
nus, whitish], a. Ruddy brown; golden 
brown. 

auction (awk'shun) [L. auctus , increased], n. 
A public sale in which each bidder offers a 
higher price than the preceding, v.t. To 
sell by auction, auctioneer', n. A person 
who sells by auction. 

audacious (aw-d&'shfis) [L. audax, daring], 
a. Bold, spirited; impudent, shameless, 
audaciously, adv. audac'ity,n. Courage, 
audible (aw'dibl) [L. audlre , to hear], a. 

Capable of being heard, audibility, n. 
audience (aw'dyens) [L., as prec.], n. The 
act of hearing; an assemblage of hearers; 
reception at a formal interview, 
audit (aw'dit) [L. auditus , hearing], n. An 
official examination of accounts, v.t. To 
examine officially and pronounce as to the 
accuracy of (accounts), auditor, n. One 
of an audience; one appointed to audit 
accounts, auditorium, n. The part of 
a building occupied by the audience; 
au'ditory, a. Pertaining to the organs 
of hearing; perceived by the ear. 
auger (aw'ger) [A.-S. nafugdr] y n. A tool 
like a very large gimlet, for boring holes, 
aught (a'wt) A.-S. diciM), n. Anything 
whatever; twhit, a jot, or tittle, adv. In any 
respect. 


augment (awg-ment') [L. augere y to in¬ 
crease], v.t. To make larger in number, 
degree, etc.; to extend, enlarge; to prefix 
a grammatical inflexion to. v.i. To in¬ 
crease; to become greater, augmenta'- 
tion, n. augmen'tative, a. Having the 
power or quality of augmenting; increasing 
the force of a word (of an affix); extending 
the force of an idea (of a word), 
augur (aw'gfir) [L.], n. An official among 
the Romans who foretold future events 
from omens; a soothsayer, a diviner. 
v.t. To prognosticate from omens; to 
betoken, portend, v.i. To forbode, anti¬ 
cipate. au'gury, n. The art or practice 
of the augur; an omen, 
august (aw-gust') [L. augustus , honoured], 
a. Majestic, stately, inspiring reverence. 
Au'gust, n. The eighth month of the 
year. Augustan, a. Pertaining to the 
time of Augustus Caesar (B.C. 27-A.D. 14), 
when Latin literature reached its highest 
development; classical, 
auk (awk) [Swed. allca y a puffin], n. A 
northern sea-bird with rudimentary wings, 
aulic (aw'lik) [Gr. aulikos ( auli , a court)], 
a. Pertaining to a royal court; courtly, 
aunt (ant) [O.F. aunte] y n. The sister of 
one’s father or mother; one’s uncle’s wife, 
aura (aw'ra) [Gr. breath], n. A subtle 
emanation from any body, 
aural (aw'ral) [L. auris y ear], a. Pertain¬ 
ing to the ear. 

aureate (aw'r6-At) [late L. aureatus , golden], 
a. Golden, gold-coloured; (fig.) splendid, 
aureola (aw-re'6-li) [L. golden], n. The 
crown of virgins, martyrs and doctors; 
an aureole, au'reole, n. The gold disk 
surrounding the head in early pictures, 
denoting glory; a nimbus, glory, 
auricle (aw'rikl) [L. dim. of auris y ear], n. 
The external ear; the two upper cavities 
of the heart, auric'ula, n. A garden 
flower allied to the primrose, auric'ular, 
a. Pertaining to the sense of hearing, 
or to an auricle of the heart, 
auriferous (aw-rif'6r-fis) [L. aurum y gold, 
- fer , producing], a. Yielding gold, 
aurochs (aw'roks) [G.], n. The extinct 
wild ox of Central Europe, 
aurora (aw-rdr'a) [L.], n. The Roman 
goddess of dawn; morning twilight; dawn; 
illumination of the night sky common with¬ 
in the polar circles, called aurora borealis 
or aurora australis, as it is seen near 
the ISTorth or South Pole, 
auscultation (aws-kul-tS'shun) [L. auscul- 
t&re, to listen], n. The act of listening esp. 
with the stethoscope to the sounds made 
by the internal organs, 
auspices (aw'spi-sez) [L. auspities], n. 
Omens drawn from the actions of birds; a 
prognostication; (fig.) patronage, protec¬ 
tion. auspic'ious, a. Auguring good 
fortune; conducive to prosperity, 
austere (aw-st§r') [Gr. austeros , dry, harsh], 
a. Severe, stem, rigorous; rough to the 
taste; simple, unadorned, auster'ity, n. 
austral (aw'stral) [L. ouster , south wind], 
a. Pertaining to the south; southern. 
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authentic (aw-then'tik) [Qr. authentikos, 
vouched for], a. Of undisputed origin, 
genuine; really proceeding from its pro¬ 
fessed source, authenticate, v.t. To 
render authentic; to establish the truth 
or credibility of. authenticity, n. 
author (aw'thor) [L. auctor (from augere, 
to make to grow)], n. The originator of 
anything; the composer of a literary work, 
authoress, n. A female author, author¬ 
ship, n. The profession of a writer of 
books; the origin of a literary work, 
authority (aw-thor'i-ti) [L. auctoritdiem ], 
n. Legitimate power to command or act; 
a person or body exercising this power; 
weight of testimony, credibility; the 
author or source of a statement; the 
standard work on any subject; an expert, 
authoritative, a. Commanding; pos¬ 
sessed of or founded on authority, au¬ 
thoritatively, adv. authorize, v.t. To 
empower; to sanction; to justify, afford 
just ground for; to make or prove legiti¬ 
mate; to vouch for, confirm, authorized, 
a. authoriza tion, n. 
auto- [Gr. autos , self], comb. form. 8elf; 

by oneself; one’s own, independently, 
autobiography (aw-tb-bl-og'ra-fi) [auto-, 
EIOGRAPHY], n. A memoir of one’s life, 
written by oneself, autobiographer, n. 
One who writes an account of his own 
life, autobiographic, autobiograph¬ 
ical, a. autobiographically, adv. 
autochthon (awtok'thon) [Gr., sprung from 
the land itself], n. One of the original 
inhabitants; an aboriginal animal or 
plant, autochthonal, o. Native to the 
soil, autochthonous, a. 
autocracy (aw-tok'rA-si) [Gr. AUTO-, 
krateein , to rule], n. Absolute govern¬ 
ment. au'tocrat, n. A sovereign of 
uncontrolled authority, autocratic, a. 
auto-da-fe (aw-t6-da-fA) [Port., action 
for the faith], n. The burning of a 
heretic. 

autograph (aw'td-grif). [Gr. AUTO-, graph- 
cin , to write], n. A person’s own hand¬ 
writing, especially his signature, 
automatic (aw-to-mAt'ik) [Gr. automates, 
acting of itself], a. Self-acting; having 
the power of movement within itself; 
carried on unconsciously, autom'atism, n. 
automaton (aw-tom'A-tdn) [Gr., neut. of 
aulomatos , see prec.], n. (pi. -ata). 
Mechanism simulating human or animal 
action; one whose actions are merely 
mechanical. 

automobile (aw-t6-mS-bSl') [P. (AUTO-, L. 
mdbilis , moving)], n. A motor-car. 
autonomy (aw-ton'6-mi) [Gr. auto-, 
nomos , law], n. The right of self-govern¬ 
ment; an independent community, auton'- 
omous, a. Possessing autonomy, 
autopsy (aw'tbp-si) [Gr. auto-, opsis, 
sight], n. Personal observation; dissec- i 
tion; post-mortem examination, 
autumn (aw'tiim) [L. autumnus ], n. The 
season between summer and winter, i 
autum nal, a. 

auxiliary (awg-sil'i-A-ri) [L. auxiliary 


help], a. Helping; subsidiary to; an 
auxiliary verb. n. One who or that 
which helps; a verb used in the conjuga¬ 
tion of other verbs; (pi.) foreign troops 
in the service of a nation at war. 
avail (a-vAl') [O.P. vail, 1st pers. pres. sing, 
of valoir, to be worth], v.i. To be of 
use, or advantage; to be helpful, effectual, 
sufficient, v.t. To be of use (to), avail¬ 
able, a. Capable of being used ; at one’s 
disposal. 

avalanche (Av'A-lansh) [Swiss- F., from 
avaler , to descend to the valley], n. A 
; mass of snow, ice, and debris sliding from 
the upper parts of a mountain. 

1 avarice (Av'A-ris) [L. avdrus , greedy], n. 
Excessive craving after wealth; eager 
desire to get and keep, avaricious, a. 
avast (A-vast') [prob. Dut.], int. (Naut.) 
Stay! Stop 1 

avatar (av-A-tar') [Sansk. avatara, descent], 
n. The descent or incarnation of a deity ; 
(fig.) manifestation, phase, 
avaunt (A-vawnt') [F., before], int. Be 
off 1 Away with you 1 Begone I 
*ve (aVi) [L., hail!], int. Hal! Wel¬ 
come! n. A prayer beginning Ave Maria; a 
shout of welcome or adieu, 
avenge (A-venj') [O.F. d, to, vengier , re¬ 
venge], v.t. To vindicate by punishing 
a wrong-doer; to inflict punishment on 
account of. avenger, n. 
avenue (Av'e-nu) [F., avenir, to come to], 
n. A means of access or approach; a broad 
alley bordered with trees, 
aver (A-ver') [L. ad-, verum, truth], v.t. To 
assert positively; to declare, averment, 
n. The act of averring; affirmation, 
average (Xv'er-aj) [F. ararie], n. A 
quantity intermediate to several different 
quantities; a mean; the rate, proportion, 
degree, quantity, or number generally 
prevailing, a. Medium, ordinary, v.t. 
To calculate the average; to take the 
ordinary standard. 

averse (A-vSrs') [L. a-, ab-, away, vertere, 
to turn], a. Feeling, dislike; unwilling, 
disinclined, aversely, adv. averseness, 
n. aversion, n. Disinclination, repug¬ 
nance; an object of dislike, 
avert (A-vert') [as prec.], v.t. To turn from 
or away (used specially of something 
feared or threatened); to ward off. 
aviary (A'vi-Ari) [L. avis, a bird], n. A 
large cage or building for birds, 
aviation (A-vi-A'shun) [as prec.], n. The 
art of flying, or of travelling in the air by 
mechanical means, aviator, «. A person 
skilled in managing flying-machines, 
avid (Av'id) [L. avidus, greedy], a. Greedy, 
ardently desirous, avidity, n. 
avocation (Av-C-kX'shfm) [L. &-, ab-, 

away, voedre , to call], n. Ordinary 
employment, calling, business, 
avoid (A-void') [O.F. es-, out, vuidter , to 
void], v.t. To shun; keep away from; 
evade, avoidable, a. avoidably, adv. 
avoirdupois (Av'Ar-dA-poiz) [O.F. avoir 
(aveir) de pois, things of weight], n. The 
system of weights based on the unit of 
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a pound of 16 ounces, equal to 7,000 
grains. 

avouch (a-vouch') [L. AD-, vocdre , to call], 
v.t. To affirm, guarantee; to avow, 
avow (a-vou') [as prec.], v.t. To own, 
admit; to state, declare, avowal, n. An 
open declaration, avowed, a. Acknow¬ 
ledged. 

avuncular (a-vdng'kd-lar) [L. avunculus , a 
maternal uncle], a. Pertaining to an 
uncle, or {slang) to a pawnbroker, 
await (a-w4t') [O.N.F. awaitier , to lie in 
wait for], v.t. To wait for, look out for, 
expect; to be in store for. 
awake (a-w&k') [A.-S.], v.i. To wake from 
sleep; to become alive to (anything); 
to become active or alert, v.t. To 
arouse from sleep, or from lethargy or 
inaction; to excite to action, o. Not 
asleep; vigilant, aware of, alive to (some 
object), awaken, v.t. To awake, 
award (4-wbrd') [A.-F. awarder ], v.t. To 
adjudge, to assign judicially, n. The 
decision of judge or umpire, 
aware (4-war') [A.-S. gewcer], a. Apprised, 
conscious; watchful, vigilant, 
away (a-w&') [A.-S. onweg, on the way], 
adv. Implying motion from; absent, in 
the other direction; constantly; straight¬ 
way. Used elliptically as a verb, Be off! 
awe (aw) [Icel. agi], n. Dread mingled 
with veneration; solemn, reverential 
wonder, awesome, a. Full of awe. 
awful (aw-ful) [awe, full], a. Inspiring 
awe; sublime; dreadful, fearful, appalling; 
( colloq .) frightful, terrible : often as a mere 
intensive, awfully, adv. 
awhile (4-whIl') [A.-S. dne while], adv. For 
some time; for a little, 
awkward (awk'ward) [M.B. awk, contrary, 
untoward, -ward], a. Unhandy; lacking 
dexterity, ill adapted for use; embarrassed, 
awl (awl) [A.-S. cel], n. A small tool used 
for making holes in leather, 
awn (awn) [Icel. 6gn , chaff], n. The beard 
of corn and grasses. 

awning (aw'ning) [?], n. A covering of 
canvas or other material used as a pro¬ 
tection from sun or rain, 
awry (4-ri) [a-, on, WRY], adv. Obliquely, 
crookedly; amiss, o. Distorted; wrong, 
axe (4ks) [A.-S. cex], n. A sharp-edged 
iron instrument with a wooden handle, for 
hewing or chopping. 

axillar, axillary (&k'sil-4r,-4r-i), [L. axilla, 
an armpit], a. Pertaining to the armpit, 
axiom (&k-si-6m) [Gr. axiod, I esteem], n. 
A self-evident proposition, assented to as 
soon as enunciated, axiomatic, o. Self- 
evident, containing an axiom or axioms; 
full of maxims. 

axis (ak'sis) [L., the axle], n. (pi. axes). 
A real or imaginary straight line round 
which a body revolves or its parts are 
arranged; the second cervical vertebra, 
or the process on it by which it articulates 
with the skull. 

axle (Sksl) [Icel. Oxull, L. axis], n. The 
bar on which a wheel revolves, or which 
revolves with the wheel; the axle-tree. 


axle-tree, n. The bar connecting wheels, 
on the ends of which they revolve, 
ay, aye (1) (I) [?], adv., int. Yes. n. An 
affirmative vote; (pi.) those who vote 
in the affirmative. 

ayah (i'4) [Indian vernacular dya], n. A 
native Hindu nurse or lady’s-maid, 
aye (2) (4) [M.E. ay (cogn. with Gr. aei)], 
adv. Always, ever, on all occasions, 
azalea (&-z&'l6-&) [Gr. ataleos , dry], n. A 
genus of shrubby plants with showy 
flowers. 

azure (&zh'6r, izh'ur) [Pers. Idxhward , 
lapis lazuli], n. The deep blue of the sky. 

B 

baa (ba) [Imit.], n. The bleat of a sheep. 

v./. To cry or bleat as a sheep, 
babble (b4bl) [from ba ba, the earliest 
attempts of a child to speak], v.i. To 
utter indistinct sounds; to prattle; to 
make inarticulate sounds (of streams, 
birds, etc), v.t. To prate; to utter 
idly. n. Shallow, foolish talk; con¬ 
fused murmur, as of a brook, babbler, n. 
babe (bab) [prob. from obs. baban, imit. from 
childish speech (cp. BABBLE)], n. A baby, 
babel (bft'b61) [Heb., confusion], n. Noisy 
confusion, tumult, disorder, 
baboo (ba'boo) [Hind, babu], n. A term 
corresponding in Bengal to English Mr. ; 
a native clerk who writes English, 
baboon (ba-boon') [?], n. A large monkey 
with dog-like snout. 

baby (ba'bi) [dim. of BABE], n. An infant; 
a child in arms; (fig.) a foolish, childish 
person, babyhood, n. babyish, a. 
baccalaureate (b&k-A-law'ri-at) [med. L. 
baccalaureus ], n. University degree of 
bachelor. 

baccara, baccarat (bik'a-ra) [F.], n. 

A game of cards. 

bacchanal (b&k'a-nAl) [L. ( Bacchus , the 
god of wine)], a. Pertaining to Bacchus, 
characterized by drunken revelry, n. A 
drunken reveller, bacchanalian, a. Bac¬ 
chanal, n. A drunken reveller, 
bachelor (b&ch'el-or) [O.F. bacheler], n. 
An unmarried man; one who has taken 
the university degree below master or 
doctor, bachelorhood, bachelorship, n. 
bacillus (bA-sil'us) [late L., a little rod], 
n. (pi. bacilli). Microscopic rod-like 
bacteria, found in diseased tissue, 
back (b4k) [A.-S. bate], n. The hinder 
part of the human body and the corre¬ 
sponding part in the lower animals; 
the hinder part of anything, the rear. 
adv. In a direction to the rear. v.t. To 
furnish with a back; to be at the back 
of; to support, second, uphold; to bet in 
favour of; to mount; to countersign, 
endorse; to push or cause to move back. 
v.i. To retreat, backbite, v.t. and i. 
To slander or speak ill of. backbiter, n. 
backbone, n. The spine; a main sup¬ 
port ; strength of character, firmness, 
backer, n. One who supports, by money 
or credit; one who bets on a horse or 
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an event, background, n. The ground 
or surface behind the chief objects of con¬ 
templation; the setting; (fig.) inferior 
position; obscurity, backslide, r.i. To 
fall into wrong-doing or false opinions after 
conversion; to relapse, backslider, n. 
backstairs, n.pl. Stairs at the back of 
a house; private stairs for use of servants, 
etc. a. Clandestine, underhand, scan- 
dalons. backstays, n.pl. Ropes or stays 
extending with a slant aft from the mast¬ 
heads to the sides of the ship, 
backgammon (bak-g&m'on) [back, game], 
n. A game for two, played on a table 
with draughtsmen and dice, 
backward, -wards (bak'ward, -*) [BACK-, 
-WARD], adv. Towards the back; behind ; 
towards past time or a worse state or con¬ 
dition; in reverse order, backward, a. 
Directed to the back or rear; reversed, 
reluctant, unwilling; behind in progress, 
bacon (b&'kbn) [O.H.G. bacho , buttock, 
ham], n. The back and sides of a pig, 
cured by salting and drying, 
bacterium (bak-ter'i-iim) [Gr. bakUnon , 
a little stick], n. (pi. bacteria). Micro- 
gcopic fission fungi, rod-shaped and udi- 
cellular; found in decomposing infusions 
of organic bodies, bacterial, a. bac- 
teriol'ogy, n. The scientific study of 
bacteria bacterlol'ogist, n. 
bad (bad) [?], a. (comp, worse, superl. 
worst). Not good, worthless; evil, 
wicked, baddish, a. Rather bad. badly, 
adv. (comp, worse, superl. worst). In a 
bad manner; evilly; unskilfully; (colloq.) 
very much, badness, n. 
badge (b&j) [?], n. A distinctive sign or 
token worn. 

badger (b*j'$r) [?], n. A burrowing, 
nocturnal quadruped, v.t. To tease, 
badinage (b&di'nazh) [F., from badiner, 
to jest], n. Light raillery; banter, 
badminton (bid'min-tbn) [country seat 
of Duke of Beaufort], n. A game resem¬ 
bling lawn-tennis, played with shuttle¬ 
cocks. 

baffle (b&fl) [perh. F. bafoUer , to hood¬ 
wink], v.t. To frustrate, elude, thwart, 
baffling, a. 

bag (b&g) [?], n. A small sack or other 
flexible receptacle; a game-bag, the result 
of a day’s sport, v.t. To put into a bag; 
(ilang) to catch, take. v.i. To swell a3 
a bag; hang loosely, bagpipe, n. A 
musical instrument consisting of a wind¬ 
bag and several reed-pipes into which the 
air is pressed. _ 

bagatelle (b&g-A-tel') [It. bagatella, a trifle], 
«. A trifle, a trumpery amount; a game 
played on a nine-holed board, with nine 
balls and a cue. 

baggage (b&g'&j) [0* p * hn Q a 9 e \ Jt * 
a wine-skin], n. Portable belongings 
esp. of an army or for use on a journey, 
bail (bai) [O.F. bail , safe keeping], n. The 
release of a prisoner from custody on 
security; the security, or those who give 
it; guarantee; (Cricket, pi.) the crosspieces 
laid on the top of the wicket. v.t. To 


procure the liberation of by giving sureties; 
to release on bail. To empty a boat oi 
water, bailee (bil-le'), n. One to whom 
goods are entrusted. 

bailey (bi'li) [?], n. The outer court of 
a feudal castle. 

bailiff (bft'lif) [BAIL], n. A sheriff’s officer * 
who executes writs and distrains; an 
agent or steward, 
bairn (barn) [A.-S.], n. A child, 
bait (bat) [Icel. bita , to bite], v.t. To 
furnish (a hook, trap, etc.) with real or 
sham food; to allure; to give food to a 
horse; to worry, harass, v.i. To stop 
on a journey for rest or refreshment, n. 
An attraction put on a hook, etc. 
baize (baa) [F. bait*, chestnut-coloured], 

«. A coarse woollen stuff like flannel, 
bake (bak) TA.-S. bacari ], v.t. To cook by 
dry heat, in an oven or on a heated sur¬ 
face; to harden by fire or the sun’s rays, 
r.t. To cook food by baking; to undergo 
the process; to become dry and hard 
by heat, baker, n. One whose occupa¬ 
tion is to bake, bakery, n. A baker’s 
establishment. 

balance (biil'ans) [L. bi, two, lanx , a flat 
plate], n. A pair of scales, or any instru¬ 
ment for weighing; a regulator for clocks, 
etc.; equipoise, equality of weight or 
power; the amount necessary to make 
two unequal amounts equal; the differ¬ 
ence between the debtor and creditor side 
of an account; an impartial state of mind. 
v.t. To weigh; compare by weighing; 
bring to an equipoise, v.i. To be in 
equipoise; to oscillate, 
balcony (b&l'k6-ni) [It. balcone ], n. A 
platform projecting from a wall, 
bald (bawld) [?], a. Without hair upon 
the crown of the head; bare; destitute 
of ornament or grace, bald-faced, 
a. Having the face marked with white, 
baldly, adv. In a bald manner; shame¬ 
lessly, inelegantly, baldness, n. 
balderdash (ba\vl'd6r-dash) [?], n. A 
confused speech or writing, 
baldric (bawl'drik) [M.E. baudrik], n. An 
ornamented belt. 

bale (1) (b&l) [A.-S. bealo], n. Evil, 
calamity; pain, misery, baleful, a. 
bale (2) (bal) [O.F. bale], n. A package 
of goods, wrapped and ready for trans¬ 
portation. 

balk, baulk (bawk) [A.-S. balca, a ridge], 
n. A ridge oi land left unploughed* 
a beam of timber; the part of a billiard 
table behind a transverse line; an obstacle, 
a hindrance, disappointment, v.t. To 
check, hinder; to disappoint, evade, frus¬ 
trate. v.i. To turn aside, 
ball (1) (bawl) [M.E. balle], n. A spherical 
body of any dimensions, 
ball (2) (bawl) [F. &al], n. A social 
assembly for dancing. 

ballad (b&l'Ad) [O.F. balade], n. A popular 
song; a simple spirited poem telling a 
story. 

ballade (bi-lad') [F., see prec.], n. A poem 
consisting of three eight-lined stanzas, 
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rhyming ababbcbc, eaoh having the 
same line as a refrain, and with an envoy 
of four lines. 

ballast (bal'ast) [Scand. bar, bare, last, 
load], n. Heavy substances placed in 
the bottom of a ship to keep her steady; 
gravel or other material laid as foundation 
for a road; that which tends to give 
intellectual or moral stability, 
ballet (bai'4) [F., dim. of bal, ball (2)], 
to. A dramatic representation, consisting 
of dancing and pantomime, 
balloon (ba-loon') [It. ballone , a large ball], 
to. A spherical or pear-shaped bag of 
light material, which when filled with 
heated air or hydrogen rises and floats, 
often with a car attached capable of 
containing several persons, ballooning, 
n. The practice of making balloon 
ascents; aeronautics, balloonist, to. 
ballot (b&Tot) [It. ballotta ], to. A ball 
used for voting; a paper used to give a 
secret vote; the system of secret voting, 
v.t. To vote secretly, 
balm (bam) [L. balsamum ], to. Balsam; 
fragrant gum of certain trees; anything 
which soothes; fragrance; several fragrant 
garden herbs, v.t. To anoint with balm; 
to soothe, assuage, balmy, a. balm¬ 
iness, TO. 

balsam (bawl'sam) [as prec.], ». A vege¬ 
table resin with a strong fragrant odour; 
a medicament made with oil or resin for 
anointing wounds or soothing pain; any¬ 
thing of healing or soothing qualities, 
balsamic, bal'samous, a. Mitigating, 
assuaging pain, soothing, 
baluster (bal'us-t&r) [Qr. balaustion , flower 
of the pomegranate (from supposed 
resemblance to its calyx tube)], to. A 
small column forming part of a series 
called a balustrade; a banister; balus¬ 
trade', to. A range of balusters support¬ 
ing a coping or rail. 

bamboo (b&m-boo') [?], to. A giant 
tropical grass; the stem of such grass 
used as a stick, etc. 

bamboozle (bam-boozl') [?], v.t. To 
mystify for purposes of fraud; to cheat, 
ban (b&n) [A.-S. bannan , to summon], 
v.t. To curse, anathematize; to interdict, 
proscribe, to. A public proclamation; 
an interdict; a formal anathematization 
or prohibition, proscription, outlawry; 
(pi., now spelt BANNS) proclamation of 
intended marriage. 

banal (b£'n41, b&n'al) [F.], a. Common¬ 
place, trite, petty. banality, n. A 
commonplace; triviality, 
banana (ba-n4'n4) [native name in Guinea], 
to. A tropical tree, or its fruit, 
band (band) [O, Teut. bindan, to bind], n. 
That which binds, confines, or restrains; 
a collar or ruff; » bond, tie, uniting 
influence; an assemblage of men or 
animals ; a company of musicians trained 
to play together, bandbox, n. A light 
box for holding collars, bats, m llinery, 
etc. band-master, n. The leader of a 
band of musicians, band-saw* n. An 


endless steel saw, running rapidly over 
wheels, bandsman, to. A member of 
a band of musicians, band-stand, to. 
An elevated platform for musicians, 
bandage [as prec.], to. A strip used to 
bind up wounds, fractures, etc.; the opera¬ 
tion of bandaging; (Arch.} a tie or bond. 
v.t. To bind up with a bandage, 
bandanna (ban-d4n'4) [Hind. b&ndhnU, 
a mode of spot dyeing], to. A coloured 
silk handkerchief with white spots, 
bandeau (b&n'dS) [F.], to. (pi. -eaux). 

A narrow fillet for the head, 
bandicoot (b&n'di-koot) [Telegu], to. A 
large Indian rat (Mus giganteus ); the 
Australian marsupial genus Perameles. 
bandit (b&n'dit) [It. bandito ], to. (pi. 
banditti, bandits). An outlaw; a 
brigand. 

bandoleer, -lier (b&n-dd-ler') [Sp. ban¬ 
dolero .], to. A shoulder belt with loops 
to receive cartridges. 

bandy (bSn'di) [?], v.t. To beat, toss, 
or throw to and fro; to give and take. to. 
Hockey, a. Crooked, bent, 
bane (bftn) [A.-S. bana, a murderer], to. 
Poison; that which causes ruin; destruc¬ 
tion, woe, baneful, a. 
bang (bang) [Icel. banga, to beat], v.t. ^?o 
beat with hard blows; to slam (a door), 
fire, beat (drum, cymbals) with a loud 
noise, to. A resounding blow, a thump; 
a sudden explosive noise, 
bangle (b&ngl) [Hind, bangri , wrist-ring], n. 
A ring-bracelet. 

banish (b&n'ish) [O.F. banir, see BAN], v.t. 
To condemn to exile; to expel, banish¬ 
ment, n. Exile, expatriation, 
banister (b£n'is-t6r) [corr. of BALUSTER], 
to. A shaft supporting a handrrail; (pi.) 
the whole railing protecting the outer 
side of a staircase. 

banjo (b&n'jS) [Negro], to. A stringed 
musical instrument, played with the 
fingers, banjoist, to. 

bank (1) (bank) [M.E. banke, a bench], 
n. A mound with steeply sloping sides; 
a shelving elevation of sand, etc., in the 
sea or in a river; the margin of a river; 
a long fiat-topped mass, as of snow, cloud, 
etc.; the ground at the top of a coal-mine. 
v.t. To confine within, or strengthen with, 
banks, v.i. (Aeroplaning) To incline 
inwards at a high angle in turning, 
bank (2) (b&nk) [F. banque. It. banco, a 
bench], to. An establishment which 
receives money on deposit from customers 
and invests it; (Gaming) the money which 
the proprietor of the table, or player who 
plays against the rest, has before him. 
v.t. To deposit in a bank, 
banker (banker) [bank (2), -er], n. A 
proprietor, partner, or manager of a bank; 
one who keeps the bank at a gaming-table; 
the dealer in certain card-games, 
bankrupt (bankrupt) [It. banco rotta , 
bank broken], to. One judicially declared 
an insolvent debtor, a. Insolvent; (Jig.) 
without credit; at the end of one’s re¬ 
sources. v.t. To reader (a person) bank- 
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rupt; to reduce to beggary or discredit, 
bankruptcy, n. 

banner (bSn'6r) [O.F. baniere , standard, 
Goth, bandtca , sign, token], n. A standard 
used as a rallying-point in battle; an 
ensign bearing a device or emblem, 
bannerette (ban'er-et) [O.F. banerete , dim. 

of baniere , BANNER], n. A small banner, 
bannock (b&n'ok) [Gael.], n. A flat round 
cake baked on. an iroD plate over the 
fire. 

banns (b&nz) [ban (1)], n.pl. Proclama¬ 
tion in church of an intended marriage, 
banquet (b&ng'kw6t) [F. dim. of banc, 
bench], n. A ceremonial feast, followed by 
speeches, v.t. To entertain at a sumptuous 
feast, v.i. To feast luxuriously, 
banshee (ban'shS) [Ir. bean sidhe , woman 
of the fairies], n. A supernatural being, 
supposed by Irish peasantry to wail 
round a house when one of the inmates 
is about to die. 

bantam (b&n't&m) [Bantam in Java], 
n. A small, very pugnacious, domestic 
fowl, bantam-weight, n. A boxer not 
exceeding 8st. 41bs. 

banter (b&n't6r) [?], v.t. To ridicule 
good-humouredly; to chaff, v.i. To 
indulge in good-natured raillery, n. Chaff, 
banyan-tree, n. The Indian fig-tree, 
baptism (b&p'tizm) [as next], n. The 
act of baptizing; admission into the 
Christian Church, etc. baptismal 
(-tiz'mal), a. Conferred at baptism. 
Baptist, n. One who holds that baptism 
should be administered only to adults 
and by immersion, bap'tistry, n. The 
place where baptism is administered, 
baptize (b&p-tlz) [Gr. baptizein (baptein, 
to dip)], v.t. To sprinkle with or immerse 
in water as a sign of admission into the 
Christian Church; to christen, 
bar (1) (bar) [O.F. barre ], n. A piece of solid 
material, long in proportion to breadth; 
a transverse piece in a gate, window, grate, 
etc.; a connecting piece; a straight stripe, 
a broad band; an ingot; a hindrance or 
obstruction; a bank of silt at the mouth 
of a river or harbour; a barrier, esp. that 
at which prisoners stand during trial; 
the profession of a barrister; barristers col¬ 
lectively; the counter in an hotel or place 
of refreshment, across which liquors, etc., 
are sold; the room containing this; ( Mus.) 
a vertical line across the stave dividing 
a composition into parts of equal duration; 
the portion contained between two such 
lines, v.t. To fasten with bars; to 
take exception to; to hinder, to prevent, 
exclude, barmaid, barman, n. A 
woman or man who serves at the bar of a 
hotel, etc. 

bar (2) [Gr. bar os, weight], n. The unit 
of atmospheric pressure; the weight of a 
column of mercury standing at 29*531 in. 
or 750*06 millimetres. 

barb (1) (barb) [L. barba, beard], ». The 
appendages on the mouth of certain fishes; 
a recurved point, as in a fish-hook or 
arrow, or on barbed wire; a sting. 


barb (2) [from the country], n. A fine 
breed of horse originally from Barb ary. 
barbarian (bar-barman) [L. barbaria], 
n. A savage; one destitute of pity oi 
humanity, a. Uncivilized, cruel, in¬ 
human. barbaric (-b&r'ik), a. Pertain¬ 
ing t-o barbarians, bar'barism, n. bar¬ 
barity (-b&r'i-ti), n. Inhumanity, cruelty, 
bar'barize, v.t. To render barbarous, 
barbarous (bar'bi-rus) [Gr. barbaros (prob. 
imit. of unintelligible speech)], a. Foreign 
in speech, barbarian; hence, harsh-sound¬ 
ing; uncivilized, uncultured, 
barbecue (bar'b6-ku) [Haitian, barbacoa ], 
n. An animal roasted whole, 
barbel (bar'b61) [L. barba, beard], w. A 
European freshwater fish, 
barber (bar'b6r) [L. barb(U6r, from barba , 
beard], n. One who shaves and cuts 
beards and hair. 

barberry (bar'ber-i), [late L. barbaris ], n, 
A shrub bearing red acid berries, 
barbette (bar-bet') [ F., dim. ot barbe, beard], 
n. A mound of earth, or a platform in a 
warship, on which guns are mounted, 
barbican (bar'bi-kan) [O.F. barbacan ], n. 
An outer fortification designed as a cover 
to the inner works. 

barcarole (bar'ka-rSl) [It. barcaruola, a 
boat song ( barca , a boat)], n. A song 
sung by the Venetian gondoliers, 
bard (bard) [Gael.], n. A Celtic minstrel 
who celebrated heroic achievements; a 
poet, bardic, o. bardish, a. 
bare (bar) [A.-S. beer), a. Naked; desti¬ 
tute of natural covering, as fur, leaves, 
soil, etc.; with head uncovered as a mark 
of respect; unarmed; unsheathed; ill- 
furnished, empty; (Jig.) mere, unsup¬ 
ported; unadorned, v.t. To strip, make 
bare, barefaced, o. Impudent, shame¬ 
less. barely, adv. Nakedly; hardly, 
scarcely. 

bargain (bar'g&n) [O.F. bargaine, a chaffer¬ 
ing], «. An agreement between parties 
concerning a sale; the thing sold; an 
advantageous purchase, v.i. To haggle; to 
make an agreement for purchase or sale, 
barge (barj) [O.F. barge, bark (3)], n. A 
flat-bottomed freight-boat used on canals 
or rivers; a large, ornamental state or 
pleasure boat. v.i. (slang) To lurch 
(into), bargee (bar-j6'), n. A member 
of a barge’s crew. 

barilla (ba-ril'a) [Sp.], n. An impure soda 
obtained from the ash of certain plants, 
baritone (b&r'i-tSn) [Gr. barus, heavy* 
tonos, tone], n. A male voice intermediate 
between bass and tenor; a singer having 
such a voice, a. Having this compass, 
bark (1) (bark) [A.*S. beorcan ], v.i. To 
utter a sharp cry, like a dog’s, n. The 
sharp, explosive cry of dogs, 
bark (2) (bark) [Scand.], n. The exterior 
covering of a tree. v.t. To strip the bark 
from a tree; to graze, abrade fshins, 
elbows, etc). 

bark (3), barque (bark) [F. barque, It. 
barca , L. barca , a small boat], n. A small 
sailing vessel; (barque) a three-masted 
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vessel, with fore and main masts square- 
rigged and mizen fore-and-aft rigged, 
barley (bar'li) [A.-S. bcerlic ], n. The grain 
or the plant of the genus Hordeum , a hardy, 
awned cereal, barley-corn, n. A grain 
of barley; the third part of an inch, 
barm (barm) [A.-S. beorma], n. The frothy 
scum which rises to the surface of malt 
liquor in fermentation; yeast, 
barn (barn) [A.-S. bem], n. A covered 
building for the storage of grain, etc. 
barnacle (bar'n&kl) [O.F. bemaque], n. 
The barnacle-goose; a small crustacean 
attached by a stalk; (fig.) a constant 
attendant, barnacle-goose, n. A wild 
goose. 

barnacles (bar'n&klz) [O.F. bernac , flat- 
nosed], n.pl. A twitch put on the nostrils 
of a horse while being shod; an instrument 
of torture; (slang) a pair of spectacles, 
barograph (bfcr'b-gr&f) [Or. bar os, weight, 
-graph], n. An aneroid barometer record¬ 
ing the variations of atmospheric pressure, 
barometer (b&-rom'6-t6r) [Gr. baros, 
weight, -METER], n. An instrument for 
measuring atmospheric pressure, indicating 
probable weather change and altitudes 
reached, baromet'ric, o. 
baron (bfir'bn) [O.F. barun ], n. A member 
of the lowest rank of nobility; a title of 
the judges of the Court of Exchequer, 
baroness (b&r'o-nes), n. The wife of a 
baron, baro nial, a. bar'ony, n. The 
lordship, rank, or dignity of a baron, 
baronet (b&r'd-net) [dim. of baron], n. 
An hereditary titled order of commoners 
ranking next below barons, baronetcy, 
7 i. The title or rank of a baronet, 
barouche (ba-roosh') [L. birot us, two- 
wheeled], n. A four-wheeled carriage with 
a movable top. 

barrack (b&r'ak) [F. baroque], n. A build¬ 
ing used to house troops (usu. in pi.); 
any large building resembling barracks, 
barrage (bar'aj) [F., from bar re, bar], n. 
The formation of an artificial dam to raise 
the water in a river; the bar or dam so 
formed; a storm of projectiles, 
barrator (b&r'a-tor) [O.F. barateor, a fraud¬ 
ulent dealer], n. One who stirs up litiga¬ 
tion or discord; barratry, n. Fraud or 
criminal negligence on the part of a master 
of a ship; the offence of vexatiously ex¬ 
citing or maintaining law-suits, 
barrel (b&r'61) [F. baril ], «. A cylindrical 
wooden vessel bulging in the middle and 
with flat ends; the capacity or contents 
of such a vessel; the tube of a firearm; a 
revolving cylinder round which a chain or 
rope is wound. 

barren (bir'en) [O.F. baraine ], a. Incap¬ 
able of producing, esp. offspring or fruit; 
(fig.) fruitless, unprofitable; uninventive, 
dull, barrenly, adv. barrenness, n. 
barricade (b&rii-kSd 7 ) [Sp. barricada (bar- 
rica, a barrel)], n. A makeshift rampart 
thrown up to* obstruct an enemy; any 
obstruction, v.t. To block or defend with 
a barricade. 

barrier (bar'i-^r) [A.-F. barrere , L. barra. 


bar], n. That which hinders approach; a 
fence, railing, limit, boundary, 
barrister (bar'is-ter) [F. barre and -STER 
(the bar was a division in the Inns of 
Court)], n. A lawyer practising as an 
advocate at the bar; a counsellor-at-law. 
barrow (1) (b&r'd) [A.-S. beance, from 
beran, to carry], n. A small hand-cart 
with one wheel and two handles, 
barrow (2) (b5r'6) [A.-S. beorg ], n. A 
prehistoric grave-mound, a tumulus, 
barter (bar't&r) [O.F. bareter, to cheat], v.t. 

To exchange commodities, v.i. To traffic 
by exchanging one thing for another, n. 
Traffic by exchange, barterer, n. 
bartizan (bar-ti-z&n') [M.E. bcrtisene], n. 

A battlement on top of a castle; a small 
overhanging turret. 

basalt (bSs'awlt) [L. basaltes ], n. A dark- 
coloured, compact igneous rock often f 
found in columnar form, basaltic, a. 
base (1) (b&s) [F. bas, late L. bassus, short], 
a. Low, occupying a low position; un¬ 
worthy, despicable; inferior in quality; 
counterfeit; base-born, a. Born out of 
wedlock, baseness, n. 
base (2) (bSs) [F. base, L. and Gr. basis 
(bainein, to stand)], n. The lowest part 
on which a thing rests; fundamental prin¬ 
ciple, groundwork; a pedestal; a starting- 
post; that line or place from w r hich a 
combatant draws reinforcements of men, 
ammunition, etc.; (C'hem.) that with which 
an acid combines to form a salt; (Oram.) n 
the original stem of a word; the datum fe* 
or basis for any process of reckoning 1 
measurement or argument, v.t. To make 
a foundation for; to lay on a foundation; 

(fig.) to found, secure, basal, a. base¬ 
less, a. Without foundation; groundless. ** 
basement, n. The lowest inhabited 

story of a building, esp. when below the 
ground level. 

bashful (b&sh'ful) [abash], a. Shame¬ 
faced, shy; characterized by excessive j 

modesty, bashfully, adv. bashfulness, n. 
basilica (ba-sil'i-ki) [Gr. basilike, royal | 
house], 7i. A large oblong building with 
double colonnades and an apse; a church 
built on this plan, basilican, a. 
basilisk (b&s'i-lisk) [Gr. basiliskos, kingly], 
n. A fabulous reptile, said to be hatched 
by a serpent from a cock’s egg, whose 
look and breath were reputed fatal, 
basin (bftsn) [O.F. bacin], n. A hollow ^ 
(usu. circular) vessel for holding water; a 
bowl; a dock, a land-locked harbour; the 
tract of country drained by a river and its k 
tributaries; a hollow. 

basis (ba'sis) [L., BASE (2)3, n. (pi. bases) 

The base, fundamental principle, ground- ■' 
work. 

bask (bask) [O. Scand. bathask to bathe 
oneself], v.i. To expose oneself to the sun; 

(fig.) to sun oneself in love, good fortune, 
etc. 

basket (bas'k&t) [?], n. A receptacle of i 
plaited osiers, twigs, etc. (Arch.) the vase 
of a Corinthian column with its carved 
foliage, basket-work, n. Wickerwork. 1 
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bas-relief (bas'r6-16f) [It. basso-rilievo], n. 
Low relief; sculpture in which the figures 
project only slightly. 

bass (1) (b&s) [bast], n. The inner fibre 
of the lime-tree or similar vegetable fibre, 
bass (2) (b&s) [earlier base BASE (1)], n. 
The lowest part in harmonized musical 
compositions; the deepest male voice; one 
who sings the bass part, 
bass (3), basse (b&s) [A.-S. 6ar#], n. A 
sea-fish, common in European waters, 
basset (b&s'et) [F. dim. of basse , low], fi. 
A short-legged dog used to drive foxes 
and badgers from their earths, 
bassinet (b&s-i-net') [F., dim. of bassin , 
BASIN], n. A hooded, oblong wicker basket 
used as a cradle; a perambulator, 
bassoon (bA-soon') [F. bassori], n. A 
wooden double-reed instrument, the bass 
to the clarinet and oboe, 
bast (b5st) [A.-S. bcest], n. The inner bark 
of the lime; any similar fibrous bark; a 
rope, mat, etc., mad* from this [cp. 
BASS (1)]. 

bastard (b&s'tard) [O.F. bast , pack-saddle], 
n. An illegitimate child; anything spuri¬ 
ous; an old Spanish wine. o. Born out 
of wedlock; spurious, not genuine, 
baste (1) (bast) [?], v.t. To moisten (a 
roasting joint) with gravy, etc.; to beat 
with a stick, thrash, cudgel, 
baste (2) (bast) [O.F. bastir ], v.t. To sew 
lightly, tack, fasten together with long 
stitches. 

bastinado (b&s-ti-na'dfi) [Sp. (baston, a 
stick)], ». An Oriental punishment in¬ 
flicted with a stick on the soles of the feet. 
v.t. To beat with a stick, 
bastion (bSs'ti-bn) [F.], n. A projecting 
work at the angle or in the line of a fortifi¬ 
cation, having two faces and two flanks, 
bat (1) (bit) [?], n. A wooden club with 
a cylindrical handle and broad blade used 
to strike the ball at cricket, etc. v.i. To 
take an innings as batsman, batsman, n. 
One who uses the bat at games, 
bat (2) (bat) [M.E. bakke, from Icel. blaka , 
to flutter], n. A small nocturnal mouse¬ 
like mammal, having the digits extended 
to support a membrane by means of which 
it flies. 

bat (3) (ba, bat, bat) [F. bdt t a pack-saddle], 
n. ( only in combination ) A pack-saddle, 
bat-horse, n. A sumpter-horse carrying 
officers’ baggage, batman, n. The mili¬ 
tary servant of an officer, 
batch (bach) [A.-8. bacan, to bake], n. As 
much bread as is produced at one baking; 
sort, lot, set, crew. 

bate (bat) [abate], v.t. To diminish; to 
humble; to moderate, restrain; deprive, 
remove, v.i. To fall away, decrease, 
bath (1) (bath) [A.-S. bccth], n. A washing 
or immersing; the water or other fluid 
used for bathing; the vessel for containing 
this; a room or building for bathing in. v.t. 
To wash or put ( usu. a child) in a bath, 
bath brick, n. A preparation of calcareous 
earth (found near Bath, Somerset) used for 
cleaning metal, bath chap, n. A small 


pig’s cheek cured, bath-room, n. An 
apartment containing a bath, 
bath (2) (b&th) [Heb.], n. An ancient 
Hebrew liquid measure, about 6] gallons, 
bathe (ba/A) [A.-S. bathian], v.t. To im¬ 
merse in a bath. v.i. To take a bath, 
n. The act of taking a bath (esp. in the 
sea, a river, etc.), bather, n. -One who 
bathes, esp. in sea or river, 
bathos (ba'thos) [Gr., depth], n. Ridicu¬ 
lous descent from the sublime to the 
commonplace; anticlimax, bathetic, a. 
bating (ba'ting) [bate], prep. Leaving out 
of the question; excepting, 
batiste (ba-test') [F.], n. A cambrio; a 
fine fabric resembling this, 
baton (b&t'6n) [F. bdton ], n. A staff; a 
truncheon as a badge or symbol of author¬ 
ity; the wand used by a conductor la 
beating time. 

Batrachia (bi-trS'ki-A) [Gr. batrachos , frog], 
n.pl. An order of reptiles including those 
breathing by gills, and of Amphibia whiai 
have gills and tail only in the larval stage, 
batrachian, a. Pertaining to the Batra¬ 
chia ; n. Any individual of the Batrachia. 
battalion (bA-t&l'ydn) [F. bataillon, batail - 
ler , to battle], n. A main division of an 
army; the tactical and administrative unit 
of infantry, generally about 1000 strong 
on a war footing. 

batten (1) (b&tn) [baton], n. A piece of 
wood from 1 to 9 ins. wide and J to 2$ ins. 
thick; a scantling, ledge, v.t. To fasten 
or strengthen with battens, batten down t 
( Naut .) To close down the hatches, 
batten (2^ (bktn) [cp. Dut. baten , to avail, 
to profit], v.i. To feed on gluttonously, 
grow fat; to thrive, prosper; to revel in. 
batter (bit'Ar) [O.F. battre , to beat], v.t. 
To strike repeatedly; to impair by beating 
or rough usage; to subject to crushing 
attack, esp. with artillery; to bombard, 
n. A mixture of several ingredients well 
beaten together; a soft pudding; liquid 
mud; a blow, battering-ram, n. An 
ancient military engine used for battering 
down walls. 

battery (b&t'Ar-i) [F. batterie , batter], n. 
An assailing by blows; pieces of artillery 
for combined action, with their men, horses, 
and equipment; the fortified work, oi 
the part of a ship, in whioh artillery is 
mounted; a ship’s guns; an apparatus 
forming a source of electric energy, 
battle (b&tl) [O.F. batayle , L. battuere y to 
beat], n. A fight between opposing armies 
or forces; fighting, hostilities, war. v.i. 
To fight, to contend (with or against), 
battle-cry, n. A war-cry, a slogan, 
battle-royal, n. A free fight, a general 
row. battle-ship, n. A warship adapted 
by armament for line of battle as opposed 
to a cruiser. 

battledore (bitl'dAr) [ ?], n. A light racket 
used to strike a shuttlecock, 
battlement (b&tl'mAnt) [O.F.], ». A para¬ 
pet with embrasures, on the top of a 
building, originally for defence, 
battue (ba-too') [F., beaten], n. Driving 
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game from cover by beating the bushes; 
a shoot on this plan; (Jig.) a beat up, 
wholesale slaughter. 

bauble (bawbl) [O.F. baubel , a child’s 
plaything], n. A jester’s short stick having 
a head with ass’s ears carved at the end 
of it; a thing of no value, 
bavin (b&v'in) [?], n. Brushwood, fire¬ 
wood. 

bawbee (baw-be') [?], n. An old Scots 
copper coin equivalent to about a half¬ 
penny. 

bawl (bawl) [med. L. baul&re, to bark], v.i. 
To cry loudly, bellow, n. A loud, pro¬ 
longed shout or cry. 

bay (1) (ba) [F. baiel, n. An arm of the 
sea extending into the land with a wide 
mouth; a recess or opening in a wall; a 
main compartment; an internal recess in 
a room formed by the outward projection 
of the walls; part of a ship between decks, 
bay-window, n. An angular window 
structure forming a recess in a room, 
bay (2) (b4) [O.F. abai, barking; aboi, 
aboyer, to bark], n. Barking; the posi¬ 
tion of a bunted animal defending itself at 
close quarters, v.i. To bark hoarsely. 
v.t. To bark at; to bring to bay. 
bay (3) (ba) [L. b&ca , berry], n. The bay- 
tree or bay-laurel; (pi.) its leaves or twigs 
woven into a garland for a conqueror or 
poet; (fig.) fame, renown, bay-tree, n. 
The bay, Laurus nobilis. 
bay (4) (ba) [F. bai, L. badius], a. Reddish- 
brown, approaching chestnut, n. A horse 
of that colour. 

bayonet (ba'6-nfet) [prob. from Bayonne , 
France], n. A weapon attachable to the 
muzzle of a rifle, converting it into a kind 
of pike. v.t. To stab with a bayonet, 
bazaar (bA-zar') [Pers. b/izbr], n. An 
Oriental market-place, where goods are 
offered for sale; a sale of articles for 
benevolent purposes; a repository, 
be (be) [A.-S. 6«?<m], in/., pres. subj. and 
imper. v. To exist, to have a real state or 
existence; to become, to remain, continue 
(commonly used as a copula, asserting 
connexion between the subject and the 
predicate). 

be- [A.-S.], pref. About, by; e.g. (1) be¬ 
smear, to smear all over, bedaub , to daub 
about, before , about the front of, besiege , 
to sit around; (2) making intransitive 
verbs transitive or reflective; e.g. bemoan , 
bethink ; (3) forming verbs from nouns or 
adjectives, as befool , benumb ; (4) having 
a privative force, as in behead , bereave ; 
(6) compounded with nouns, signifying to 
call this or that, as bedevil , belady\ (6) in¬ 
tensive, e.g. becroiod , bedrug ; (7) making 
adjectives, e.g. bejewelled , bewigged. 
beach (bech) [?], n. a sandy or pebbly 
seashore; the strand on which the waves 
break, beach-comber, n. A long wave 
rolling in from the ocean; a settler in the 
Pacific Islands. 

beacon (be'kdn) [A.-S. beaceri], n. A 
signal-fire on an eminence; a conspicuous 
hill; watch-tower; lighthouse. 


bead (bSd) [A.-S. biddan , to pray], n. A 
small globular perforated body for thread¬ 
ing on a string; a bead-like drop of a 
liquid, a bubble; the front 6ight of a gun; 
a narrow semi-circular moulding; (pi.) a 
necklace; a rosary, beading, ». Bead¬ 
moulding. beady, a. Small and bright 
like beads. 

beadle (bedl) [A.-S. bydel, a herald], n. A 
messenger or usher of a court; a petty 
officer of a church, parish, etc. 
beagle (b6gl) [?], n. A small hunting dog. 
beak (b§k) [F. bee], n. The bill of a bird; 
anything pointed like this; a promontory; 
a spout; (slang) a police magistrate, 
beaked, a. 

beaker (bA'ker) [Icel. bikarr], n. A large 
wide-mouthed drinking-vessel, 
beam (bSm) [A.-S.], n. A large, long, 
squared piece of timber, esp. a support for 
rafters or a deck; the part of a balance 
from which the scales are suspended; the 
pole of a carriage; the main trunk of a 
stag’s horn; a ray or collection of rays of 
light; a bright look, a smile; the width 
of a boat. v.t. To radiate, to emit in 
rays. v.i. To send forth rays of light, to 
shine radiantly. 

bean (b6n) [A.-S. bean], n. The kidney- 
shaped seed in long pods of Faba vulgaris 
and allied plants; the other seeds resem¬ 
bling these, bean-feast, n. An annual 
outing held by workmen 
bear (l) (b&r) [A.-S. beta ], n. A mammal 
belonging to the genus Ursus; a rough un¬ 
mannerly man; two northern constellations, 
the Great and Little Bear; ( Stock Ex.) one 
who sells stock for future delivery in the 
belief that prices will fall. v.i. To speculate 
for a fall in stocks. v.t. To produce a fall in 
the price of (stock, etc.), bear-garden, 
n. A place in which bears were kept and 
baited; hence, a rude, turbulent assembly, 
bearish, a. Bear-like; rough, uncouth, 
bearskin, n. The skin of a bear; the tall 
fur cap worn by the Foot Guards. 

bear (2) (bfcr) [A.-S. beran], v.t. (past bore, 
p.p. borne). To carry, bring; to sustain, 
support the weight of; to be responsible 
for, suffer, endure; to give birth to, 
produce, yield, v.i. To behave; to be 
patient; to imply, to have relation to; to 
incline, take a certain direction (as to the 
point of the compass) with respect to 
something else, bearable, a. bearably, 
adv. bearer, n. One who or that which 
bears, carries, or supports; one who assists 
to carry a corpse to the grave or to hold 
the pall; one who holds or presents a 
cheque; the holder of any rank or office, 
bearing, n. Endurance, toleration; mien, 
carriage, manner; connexion; a support 
for moving parts of any machine; a part 
of a machine that bears the friction; 
(Her.) a charge, a device; (Naut.) the 
direction in which an object lies from a 
vessel; (pi.) relative position, bearing- 
rein, n. A fixed rein for holding a horse’s 
head np. 
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beard (b€rd) [A.-S.], n. The hair on the 

lower part of a man’s face; the barb of 
an arrow; the awn of grasses, v.f. To 
oppose with resolute effrontery; to set at 
defiance; bearded, a. beardless, a. 
beast (best) [L. bestia ], n. Any of the 
inferior animals as distinguished from man; 
a domestic animal, esp. oxen or cattle; 
(Jig.) a brutal or objectionable person, 
beastly, a. beastliness, n. 
beat (bet) [A.-S. bectan j, v.f. (past beat, 
p.p. beaten). To strike with repeated 
blows, to thrash; to strike, as bushes, in 
order to rouse game; to mix by beating; 
to dash against (of water, wind, etc.); to 
conquer, overcome; to tread, as a path. 
v.i. To pulsate, throb; to move rhythmic¬ 
ally; (Naut.) to make way against the 
wind. n. A stroke or blow; a pulsation, 
throb; an assigned space traversed at 
intervals by patrols, police, etc.; hence, 
sphere, range; (Mus.) the rise or fall of 
the hand in regulating time, beaten, 
a. Subjected to repeated blows; defeated, 
vanquished; exhausted, beater, n. Odo 
who or that which beats; a man employed 
to rouse game, beating, n. The action 
of striking repeated blows; corporal casti¬ 
gation; pulsation, throbbing; overthrow, 
defeat; (Naut.) sailing against the wind, 
beatify (b6-ftt'i-fl) [L. be&tus , happy, facere, 
to make], v.t. To pronounce (of the Pope) 
that the deceased is in enjoyment of 
heavenly bliss, the first step* towards 
canonization, beatific (be-4-tif'ik), a. 
beatification (be-St-i-fi-ka'shun), n. The 
act of rendering blessed or of beatifying, 
beatitude (be-at'i-tud), n. Supreme feli¬ 
city ; the special blessedness announced in 
the Sermon on the Mount, 
beau (b6) [P. beau , fine, pretty], n. (pi. 
beaux, boz) A fop, a dandy; a sweet¬ 
heart. beau-ideal (b6-I-de'41), n. The 
highest conceivable type of excellence, 
beauteous (bu't6-us) [see next] a. En¬ 
dowed with beauty; beautiful, beau¬ 
teousness, n. beautiful, a. Possessing 
the attributes that constitute beauty; 
palatable, delicious; n. One who or that 
which is beautiful; the abstract notion of 
the qualities constituting beauty, beautify 
(bu'ti-fi), v.t. To make beautiful, 
beauty (bu'ti) [O.P. biaute], n. That 
quality which gives the eye intense plea¬ 
sure; that characteristic which gratifies 
the intellect or the moral feeling; a 
beautiful woman, feature, or characteristic; 
embellishment, grace, charm, 
beaver (1) (be'ver) [A.-S. beofer ], n. An 
amphibious rodent with broad tail, soft 
fur, and habits of building huts and dams; 
its fur, or a hat made of it. 
beaver (2) (be'v6r) [O.P. bavikre , bib], n. 
The lower part of the visor of a helmet, 
becalm (be-kam'), v.t. To render calm or 
still; to deprive (a ship) of wind, 
because (b6-koz'), conj. By cause or 
reason of, on account of, for; inasmuch as. 
beck (1) (bek) [beckon], n, A bow or 
curtsy; a nod, a gesture. 


beck (2) (bek) [Icet. bekkr], n. A brook, 
rivulet; a mountain or moorland stream, 
beckon (bek'dn) [A.-S. bSacnian , a 3 ign, 
beacon], v.t. To make a signal by a 
gesture or nod. v.t. To summon or signal 
to by a motion of the hand, a nod, etc. 
become (b6-kum') [A.-S. BE-, cuman, to 
come], v.t. To change to; to come into 
existence ; (copulative) to come to be. vJ. 
To be suitable to, to befit, to be proper to 
or for ; to look well upon, becoming, a. 
Befitting, suitable; in harmony or keeping 
with; graceful in conduct, 
bed (bed) [A.-S.], n. A thing to sleep upon; 
the resting-place of an animal, the flat 
surface on which anything rests, a plot of 
ground in a garden; the channel of a 
river or the sea-bottom; the foundation 
of a road or railway; the bottom layer or 
support on which a mechanical structure 
or machine is laid; a horizontal course in 
a wall; (Oeol.) a stratum, a layer of rock; 
a layer of oysters, v.t. To put in bed; 
to plant in a bed or beds; to fix in a 
stratum or course; to place in a matrix of 
any kind, to embed, v.t. To go to bed. 
bed-clothes, n.pl. bedding, n. Mat¬ 
tresses and bed-clothes; litter for domestic 
animals; a bottom layer or foundation, 
bedpost, n. One of the upright supports 
of a bedstead, bed-ridden, a. Confined 
to bed through age or sickness, bed-rock, 
n. (Oeol.) The rock underlying superficial 
formations; hence, bottom, foundation, 
fundamental principles. bedroom, n. 
A sleeping apartment, bedside, a. Per¬ 
taining to the sick-chamber, bed-sore, n. 
A sore produced by long lying in bed. 
bedstead, n. The framework on which a 
bed is placed, bedtime, n. The usual 
hour for going to bed. 
bedabble (b6-dSbl'), v.t. To sprinkle, 
bedaub (b§-dawb'), v.f. To daub over, 
bedeck (b6-dek') t v.t. To adorn, 
bedew (b6-du'), v.t. To moisten or sprinkle 
with dew-like drops, 
bedim (b6-dim'), v.t. To obscure, 
bedizen (b6-dizn'), v.t. To deck out 
gaudily, bedizenment, n. 

Bedlam (bed'lam) [from Bethlehem ], n. 
The Bethlehem Hospital, a lunatic asylum; 
a scene of wild uproar. a. Of or belong¬ 
ing to a madhouse, bedlamite, n. A 
madman, a lunatic. 

Bedouin (bed'u-in) [Arab, badatoln , wan¬ 
dering ( badw , a desert)], n. A nomadic 
Arab, as distinguished from one living in a 
town. a. Pertaining to the wandering 
Arabs; nomad. 

bedraggle (b6-dr&gl'), v.t. To soil by 
trailing in the mire. 

bee (be) [A.-S. beo], n. A social insect, 
partially domesticated for the wax and 
honey it produces; (fig.) a busy, productive 
worker, beehive, n. A receptacle for 
housing bees, bee-line, n. The shortest 
route between two places, bee-skep, n. 
A straw beehive, beeswax, n. The wax 
secreted by bees for their cells; v.f. To 
, rib or polish with beeswax, beeswing, n. 
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The second crust, a fine filmy deposit in 
an old port wine; old port, 
beech (b6ch) [A.-S. bice ], n. A well-known 
forest tree with smooth bark, and yielding 
nuts or mast; its wood, beech-mast, n. 
The fruit of the beech-tree, beechen, o. 
beef (bef) [O.F. boef, ox], n. The flesh of 
the ox used as food; an ox ( usu. in pi., 
beeves), esp. one fatted for the market, 
beef-tea, n. The nutritive j uice extracted 
from beef by simmering. Beafeater, n. 
A Yeoman of the Guard, instituted in 
1485; a warder of the Tower of London, 
beefy, a. Like beef; fleshy; stolid, 
beer (b5r) [A.-S. bior ], n. A malt liquor 
prepared by brewing, ale and stout, 
beery, a. Like beer; under the influence 
of beer; fuddled. 

beet (bet) [A.-S. bite], n. A plant used 
(red) as a salad, and (white) in sugar¬ 
making, cultivated for its esculent root, 
beetle (1) (betl) [A.-S. bitela, from bitan, 
to bite], n. A coleopterous insect, the 
upper wings of which have been converted 
into hard wing-cases, the under ones being 
used for flight, if it is able to fly. 
beetle (2) (betl) [A.-S. bytel , O.Teut. bautan, 
to beat], n. A heavy wooden mallet for 
ramming and crushing operations, v.i. To 
jut out, to hang over. a. Projecting, 
overhanging, scowling, beetle-brow, n. 
A projecting brow, beetling, a. Jutting, 
overhanging, prominent, 
befall (b6-fawl') [A.-S. befeallan ], v.t. To 
happen to. v.i. To happen, 
befit (b6-fit')» v.t. To be suitable to or 
for; to become; to be incumbent upon; 
befitting, a. 

befog (b6-fog'), v.t. To confuse, 
befool (b6-fool'), v.t. To make a fool of, to 
dupe. 

before (b6-for') [A.-S. beforan], prep. In 
front of (in time, space, rank, or degree); 
under the cognizance, influence, or impul¬ 
sion of; in preference to. adv. Ahead, 
in front; beforehand, conj. Earlier than; 
rather than, beforehand, adv. In an¬ 
ticipation, in advance, before the time, 
beforetime, adv. Formerly, 
befoul (b6-foul')» v.t. To render dirty, 
befriend (b6-frend')» v.t. To favour, help, 
beg (beg) [?], v.i. To ask for alms. v.t. 
To supplicate in charity; to ask earnestly, 
entreat, beggar, n. One who lives by 
obtaining alms; one in indigent circum¬ 
stances; ( colloq .) fellow; v.t. To reduce 
to want; to impoverish, beggarly, a. 
beggary, n. The state or condition of an 
habitual beggar; extreme indigence, 
begem (b6-jem'), v.t. To cover with 
gems. 

beget (b6-get') [A.-S. begitan], v.t. To 
engender, generate, procreate, begetter, 
n. One who begets; an originator, 
begin (b6-gin') [A.-S. beginnan], v.i. To 
come into existence, to start, v.t. To 
be the first to do, to do the first act of, 
to enter on, commence, beginner, n. 
One who originates or is the first to do 
anything; a young learner or practitioner. 


beginning, n. The first cause, the 
origin; the first state or commencement, 
begone (b6-gon'), imper.v. Get you gone, 
go away, depart. 

begonia (bA-gO'ni-A) [Michael Begon (1638- 
1710)], n. A genus of ornamental plants, 
begrime (b6-grlm'), ».<. To soil, 
begrudge (b6-gr&j'), v.t. To grudge; to 
envy (a person^ the possession of. 
beguile (b6-gir), v.t. To deceive, cheat, 
to deprive of by fraud; to charm away 
tedium, beguiiement, n. beguiler, n. 
beguiling, a. Deceiving, charming, 
begum (bS'gum) [Hind.], n. A queen, 
princess, or lady of high rank in India, 
behalf (oe-haf') [A.-S. be healfe, by the side], 
n. Interest, lieu, stead, 
behave (b6-hAv') [BE-, have], v.r. To 
conduct, demean, v.i. To conduct one¬ 
self; (collog.) to conduct oneself well, 
to display good manners; to act as regards, 
behaviour (b6-ha'vy6r), n. Outward 
deportment, carriage; manners, demean¬ 
our; the way in which a thing acts, 
behead (b6-hed'), v.t. To cut the head 
off. 

behemoth (be'h6-inoth) [Heb., from Egypt. 
p-ehe-mau , water-ox], n. The animal de¬ 
scribed in Job xl. 15-24, probably the 
hippopotamus. 

behest (be-hest') [A.-S. behoes ], n. A com¬ 
mand; an injunction, 
behind (b6-hlnd') [A.-S. behindan ], prep. 
At the back of; later than. n. The back 
part of a person or garment; the posteriors, 
behindhand, a. Tardy, 
behold (bS-hold') [A.-S. bihaldan], v.t. 
To see, view; to consider, v.i. To look. 
int. Lo l beholden, a. Indebted, under 
obligation of gratitude (with to). 
behoof (be-hoof') [A.-S. behif], n. Advan¬ 
tage, use, profit, benefit, 
behove (be-h6v') [A.-S. bihdvian (see 

behoof)], v.t. To befit, to be due to. 
v.i. To be needful to, incumbent, 
being (be'ing), n. The state of existing; 
lifetime; essence; a thing or person 
existing, o. Existing, present, conj. 
Seeing that, since. 

belabour (b6-la'b6r), v.t. To cultivate 
with labour, labour at; to beat, to thrash, 
belated (b6-U'ted), a. Benighted; too 
late, behind time. 

belaud (be-lawd'), v.t. To praise excessively, 
belay (b6-la') [A.-S. belecgan , to lay, 
envelop], v.t. To fasten a running rope 
by winding it round a cleat or belaying- 
pin. belaying-pin, n. (Naut.) A stout 
pin to which running ropes may be belayed, 
belch (belch) [A.-S. bealcan ], v.i. To eject 
wind by the mouth from the stomach, n. 
An eructation. 

belcher (bel'ch6r) [Jim Belcher, pugilist (d. 
1811)], n. A blue and white spotted 
ii sckcrchicf* 

beldam (bel'dam) [F. belle, expressing 
relationship, DAM, mother], n. An old 
woman; a hag, a witch, 
beleaguer (b«Ss-le'ger) [Dut. be-, around, 
leger , a camp], v.t. To besiege, invest. 
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belfry (btl'fri) [O.F. berfrei , M.H.G. 
bercfrit (ben, protection, fride , peace), a 
protecting tower], n. A bell-tower; the 
chamber for the bells in a church-tower. 
Belial (be'li-al) (Heb. b’li-yaal, worthless¬ 
ness], n. Satan. 

belie (b6-lT) [A.-S. beUogan ], v.t. To tell 
lies about, to misrepresent, 
belief (b6-lef') [be-, A.-S. leafa ], n. The 
mental operation of accepting as true; 
the thing so believed, opinion, persuasion, 
believe (bC-lev') [A.-S. gelefan], v.t. To 
give credence to; have confidence in, 
or reliance on; to accept as true; be of 
opinion that. v.i. To think; to have, or 
exercise, faith, believable, a. Capable 
of being believed; credible, believer, n. 
One who believes; a Christian, believing 
o. Exercising belief or the virtue of faith, 
belike (be-lik'), adv. Possibly, perhaps, 
belittle (be-litl'), v.f. To make little; 
to depreciate. 

bell (bel) [A.-S.], n. A hollow metallic 
body emitting a clear musical souud 
when struck by a hammer; the cry of a 
buck at rutting time. v.i. To bellow (of 
stags); bell-buoy, «. A buoy to which 
a bell is attached, rung by the motion of 
the waves, bell-founder, -founding, 
-foundry, n. The caster, the casting, and 
the manufactory of bells, bellman, v. A 
public crier who attracts attention by ring¬ 
ing a bell, bell-metal, n. An alloy of 
copper and tin, usually with a little zinc, 
used for bells, bell-pull, n. A cord or 
handle by which a bell is rung, bell¬ 
wether, n. The sheep that wears a bell 
and leads a flock; (fig.) a leader, 
belladonna (bel-4-don'a) [It., a fine lady], 
n. Deadly nightshade, 
belle (beJ) [F., from L. bellus , fine, pretty], 
n. A beautiful woman; a reigning beauty, 
belles-lettres (bel-letr) [F.], n.pl. Polite 
literature, the humanities, belletrist, n. 
A person devoted to belles-lettres, 
bellicose (bel'i-kos) [L. bellicosus ( bellum , 
war)], a. Warlike; inclined to fighting, 
belligerent (b6-lij'6r-6nt) [L. helium , war. 
gerere , to wage], a. Pertaining to the 
carrying on of war. n. A nation or 
individual engaged in war. belligerence, 
n. The state of being at war. 
bellow (bel'o) [A.-S. bellan ], v.i. To emit 
a loud hollow sound (as a bull); to bawl. 
n. The roar of a bull, or a similar sound, 
bellows (bel'fiz) [M.E. helu (pi. bclwea ), 
a bag], n.pl. An apparatus for supplying 
a strong blast of air to a fire or wind instru¬ 
ment ; the expansible portion of a camera, 
belly (bel'i) [A.-S. bcelg, a leather bag, 
balgan , to swell out], n. That part of the 
body containing the stomach and bowels; 
anything protuberant, v.t. To cause to 
swell out, to render protuberant, v.i. To 
swell or bulge out, to become protuberant, 
belong (b6-long') [M.E. bilongen ], v.t. To 
pertain; to be the property, attribute, 
duty, concern, or business of; to be con¬ 
nected with, belonging, n. One’s pro¬ 
perty (usu. in pi.). 


beloved (be-luvd', -luv'6d). a. Loved 
greatly, n. One greatly loved, 
below (b6-15'), prep. Beneath; under 
in place; down stream from; inferior; 
unworthy of. adv. In or to an inferior 
position; on earth (as opp. to heaven); 
in hell (as opp. to earth); down stream, 
belt (belt) [A.-S.], n. A strip of leather 
or other material, worn as a girdle; a 
broad strip or stripe; a flat endless strap 
passing round two wheels, and communi¬ 
cating motion, v.t. To encircle, fasten, 
invest, or thrash with a belt, belted, a. 
Wearing a belt, esp. as a mark of rank 
or distinction, belting, n. Material for 
belts; ( Mech.) a belt or system of belts, 
bemire (b6-mir'), v.t. To soil with mire, 
bemoan (b6-mon') [A.-S. bimoenan ], v.t. 
To moan over, deplore, v.i. To lament, 
betnuse (b6-mi\z'), v.t. To make con¬ 
fused or dazed, as by drinking, 
bench (bench) [A. S. bene, BANK)], n. A 
long wooden seat; a seat where judges sit 
in court, hence judges or magistrates col¬ 
lectively; a tribunal; a carpenter’s or 
other mechanic’s work-table, bencher, n. 
One of the senior members of an Inn of 
Court. 

bend (bend) [A.-S. bendan ], v.t. To curve, 
deflect, direct to a certain point; (fig.) tc 
subdue; (Naut.) to fasten, tie into a knot: 
aim (a weapon), v.i. To assume the 
form of a curve; to stoop; to submit. 
n. A curve, flexure; a turn in a road, 
beneath (b6-neth') [A.-S. be-, by, neothan, 
below], prep. Below, under; unworthy 
of. adv. In a lower place, below, 
benediction (ben-6-dik'shun) [L. bene¬ 
diction, n. A blessing, 
benefaction (ben-6-fftk'shun) [L. bene¬ 
faction, n. The conferring of a benefit; 
a benefit conferred. 

benefactor (ben-6-f5k'tor) [as prec.], n. 
One who gives another help or friendly 
service, benefactress, n. 
benefice (ben'6-fis) [L. beneflcium\, n. 

An ecclesiastical living, 
beneficent (b6-nef'i-sent) [as prec.], a. 
Kind, generous; characterized by bene¬ 
volence. beneficence, n. beneficial 
(-fisb'al), o. Advantageous; serviceable, 
remedial, beneficiary, n. One who 
receives a benefit, favour, 
benefit (ben'6-fit) [L. benefactum, ] n. A 
favour, benefaction; profit, advantage. 
v.t. To do good or be of advantage oi 
profit to. v.i. To derive advantage, 
benevolent (be-nev'd-lent) [L. bene volens , 
well wishing], a. Kind, charitable, gener¬ 
ous. benevolently, adv. benevolence, n. 
benighted (b6-ni't6d), p.p. Overtaken 
by night, a. Ignorant; uncivilized, 
benign (b6-nin') [L. benignus], a. Kind- 
hearted, gracious; favourable, benignly, 
adv. benignant (be-nig'nant), a. Graci¬ 
ous, kind, benevolent, benignity, n. 
benison (ben'i-z6n) [O.F. beneisonn , ». 

A blessing, a benediction, 
benumb (b6-num') [A.-S. benumen , see 
NUMB], v.t. To render numb; to deaden. 
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benzene (ben’zgn) [as next], n. An aro¬ 
matic hydrocarbon used for illuminating 
and for removing grease-spots, 
benzoin (ben'zo-in) [Arab, lubdn jdrei, 
Javanese frankincense], n. A resin used 
in medicine and in perfumery; a camphor 
obtained from bitter-almond oil. benzoic 
(ben-z5'ik), o. Pertaining to or derived from 
benzoin, benzol, benzole, n. Benzene, 
benzoline, n. Impure benzene, 
bepraise (bAprSz'), v.t. To praise ex¬ 
travagantly. 

bequeath (be-kweM') [A.-S. becwethan], 
v.t. To leave by will; transmit to future 
generations, bequest, n. A legacy, 
bereave (b£-rev') [A.-S. beriafian), v.t. 
To deprive, rob, or spoil of anything, 
bereavement, n. The state of being 
bereaved; loss by death, 
bergamot (berg'4-mot) [ Bergamo , Italy], 
n. An orange which yields a fragrant 
essential oil; the oil; a mint which yields 
a similar oil; a coarse kind of tapestry; 
a juicy kind of pear. 

beriberi (ber'i-ber-i) [Cingalese beri, weak¬ 
ness], n. A disease prevalent in India and 
Japan, characterized by paralysis and 
dropsy. 

berlin (bSr-lin') [capital of Prussia], n. A 
fine wool for knitting, embroidery, etc. 
berry (ber'i) [A.-S. berige], n. A small 
fleshy fruit containing many seeds; one 
of the eggs of a lobster, 
berserk, -er (ber's^rk, -6r) [Icel. berserkr , 
prob. bear-coat], n. ANorse warrior 
possessed of preternatural strength and 
fury; a bravo, a. Filled with rage, 
berth (bSrth) [?]» -A- place for a ship; 

a room, a situation, or a sleeping-place 
on board ship; a sleeping-place in a rail¬ 
way carriage; a situation of any kind, v.t. 
To moor; to furnish with a berth, 
beryl (ber'il) [Or. bgrullos], n. A gem like 
the emerald, but lighter in colour, 
beseech (be-sech') [BE-, M.E. sechen, seken ], 
v.t. To implore, entreat, beseeching, a. 
beseem (b6-sem'), v.t. To be fit, proper 
for, or becoming to. 

beset (be-set') [A.-S.], v.t. To surround, 
invest; to fall upon. 

beside (b6-sld') [A.-S. be sldan ], prep. By 
the side of, in comparison with; hard by; 
wide of. besides, prep. In addition to. 
adv. Moreover, over and above; otherwise, 
besiege (b6-sej') [M.E. bisegeri], v.t. To 
invest; to crowd round; to assail impor¬ 
tunately. besieger, n. 
besmear (b6-smer'), v.t. To daub with 
something viscous; (Jig.) to soil, to defile, 
besmirch (b6-smSrch'), v.t. To soil, sully, 
besom (be'zdm) [A.-S. besmd], n. A 
broom made of twigs, 
besotted, a. Muddled, infatuated, 
bespeak (b6-spek') [A.-S. besprecan .] v.t. 
To arrange for, order beforehand; to 
betoken, bespoke, p.p. Ordered before¬ 
hand. 

besprinkle (bAsprinkl'), v.t. To sprinkle 
or scatter over. 

best (best) [A.-S., superl. of GOOD], a. 


Of the highest excellence, adv. [superl. 
of well]. In the highest degree, n. The 
best thing; the utmost, v.t. To get 
the better of; to cheat, outwit, 
bestial (bes'ti-al) [L. bestidlis], a. Per¬ 
taining to or resembling beasts, brutish, 
obscene, bestial'ity, n. bestially, adv. 
bestir (b6-st5r'), v.t. To rouse into activity, 
bestow (b6-sto), v.t. To lay up; to pro¬ 
vide with quarters; to expend; to give as 
a present, bestowal, n. Disposal; gift, 
bestrew (be-stroo'), v.t. To strew over, 
bestride (b6-strid'), v.t. To sit upon with 
the legs astride. 

bet (bet) [? abet], n. A wager staked upon 
a contingent event, v.t. To stake upon 
a contingency, v.i. To lay a wager, 
betake (b6-tak'), v.r. To commit oneself 
to any course of action, 
betel -nut , n. The nut of the areca palm, 
bethink (b6- think'), v.t. To recollect. 
v.i. To consider, collect one’s thoughts, 
betide (b6-tld'> [M.E* betiden ], v.t. To 
happen to. v.i. To happen, 
betimes (b6-timz'), adv. In good time, 
betoken (bd-trtkn') [M.E. bitacnen], v.t. 
To be a type of; to foreshow, 
betony (bet'6-ni) [O.F. betonie), n. A 
labiate plant with purple flowers, 
betray (b6-tr5') [M.E. betraten ], v.t. To 
deliver up treacherously; to be false to; 
to lead astray, betrayal, n. betrayer, 
n. A traitor. 

betroth (bS-troM') [be-. A.-S. triowth , 
TRUTH], v.t. To contract in an engagement 
to marry, betrothal, n. The act of 
betrothing; the state of being betrothed; 
affiance, betrothed, n. A person en¬ 
gaged to be married. 

better (bet'6r) [A.-S., comp, of GOOD], a. 
Superior, more excellent; greater in 
degree; Improved in health, adv. [comp, 
of WELL]. In a more excellent or more 
desirable manner; more correctly; with 
greater profit, n.pl. Social superiors. 
v.i. To improve. 

between (b6-twSn') [A.-S. be, by, twgoi%, 
twain], prep. In, along, or across a place, 
space, or interval of any kind; intermediate 
in relation to; related to both of; in 
shares among. 

betwixt (be-twikst') [A.-S. betweox ], prep. 

and adv. ( archaic ) Between, 
bevel (bevl') [F. beveau ], a. Oblique, 
slanting, n. A tool for setting off angles; 
a slope from the right angle, v.t. To 
cut away to a slope, v.i. To slant, 
beverage (bev'er-aj) [O.F. bevrage], n. 

Drink; liquor for drinking, 
bevy (bev'i) [?], n. A flock of larks or 
quails; a herd of roes; a company, 
bewail (b6-w&l'), v.t. To wail over, lament 
for. v.i. To express grief, bewailing, 
n. Loud lamentation, 
beware (b§-war') [M.E. be rear, be cautious, 
A.-S. tocer, wary], v.i. To be wary, on 
one’s guard; to take care, 
bewilder (be-wil'd6r) [be-, wilder, a wilder¬ 
ness], v.t. To perplex, confuse, bewilder¬ 
ing, a. Causing one to lose his way, 
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physically or mentally, bewilderment, 
n. The state of being bewildered, 
bewitch (be-wich") [BE-, A.-S. wiccian , to 
practise witchcraft], v.t. To practise 
witchcraft; to charm, to fascinate, 
bey (ba) [Turk, big], n. A Turkish 
governor. 

beyond (be-yond') [A.-S. BE-, geond , across], 
prep. On or towards the farther side of; 
past; exceeding in quantity, surpassing 
in quality or degree, adv. Farther away, 
bezel (bez'Sl) [O.F. biset], n. A sloping 
edge; an oblique side of a cut gem; the 
groove by which a jewel is held, 
bezique (b6-zek') [F. bitigue], n. A game 
of cards. 

bhang (b&ng) [Hind.], n. A stupefying 
liquor made from hemp, 
bi- [L., double], pref. Twice; doubly; every 
two, once in every two. biang'ular, o. 
Having two angles, bicarbonate, n. 
A carbonate containing two equivalents 
of carbonic acid to one of a base, bicus'- 
pid, a. Having two points or cusps, n. 
One of the premolars, bien'nial, a. 
Happening every two years, lasting two 
years, n. A biennial plant, 
bias (bl'as) [F. biais, obliquity], n. A 
weight placed in a bowl to impart oblique 
motion; the motion; inclination, pre¬ 
judice. adv. Obliquely, awry. vj. To 
cause to incline to one side; to prejudice, 
bib (bib) [L. bibere, to drink], n. A cloth 
worn under a child’s chin, bibber, n. 
A tippler. _ 

Bible (blbl) [Gr. biblia, writings], n. The 
Christian sacred writings. biblical 
(bib'li-kal), o. biblicist, biblist (bib'list), 
n. One who takes the Bible as the only 
rule of faith; a biblical student, 
biblio- [Gr. biblion, a book], comb. form. 
Pertaining to books, bibliol'ogy, n. 
Scientific study of books; biblical study, 
bibliomania, n. A mania for collecting 
books, bibliomaniac, n. 
bibliography (bib-li-og'ra-fi) [Gr., (biblio-, 
-graph Y)], n. The methodical study of 
books, authorship, editions, etc.; a 
systematic list of books on any subject, 
bibliog'rapher, n. bibliographical, a. 
bibliophile (bibTi-6-fil) [BIBLIO-, -PHILE], 
n. A lover or fancier of books, 
bibulous (bib'u-lhs) [L. bibulus {bibere )], a. 
Given to tippling. 

bicentenary (bi-sent'e-nar-i) [BI-, CEN¬ 
TENARY], a. Pertaining to two hundred 
years, n. The two hundredth anniver¬ 


sary. 

biceps (bi'seps) [BI-, L. caput , head], 
The large muscle in front of the upper 
arm and of the thigh. 

bicker (bik'er) [M.E. bikere], v.i. To dis¬ 
pute, wrangle; {fig.) to move rapidly 
to and fro. bickering, n. Altercation, 
bicycle (bi'sikl) [BI-, CYCLE], n. A two¬ 
wheeled velocipede, with the wheels one 
behind the other, propelled by the rider. 
v.i. To ride on a bicycle, bicyclist, n. 
bid (bid) [A.-S. beodan, to offer, and biddan, 
to beg], v.t. To command; to invite; 


to offer, v.i. To make an offer at an 
auction, n. An offer of a price, bidder, 
n. One who makes an offer at an auction, 
bidding, n. Invitation, command, 
bide (bid) [A.-S. bidan (cp. Dut. beiden , 
O.H.G. 61/an)], v.t. To await, v.i. To 
abide, stay; to remain, biding, n. 
Stay, residence; abiding-place, 
bier (b§r) [A.-S. beer {beran , to bear)], n. 
A stand on which a corpse is placed, or 
on which the coffin is borne to the grave, 
bifurcate (bl'fur-kat) [BI-, L. furca , a 
prong], v.i. To divide into two branches. 
a. Divided thus, bifurcation, n. 
Di^sion into two parts; the point of 
di^sion; one of the branches, 
big (big) [?], a. Large or great in bulk; 
grown up; pompous, pretentious, big¬ 
ness, n. The quality of being big. 
bigamy (big'&-mi) [BI-, Gr. gamos , mar¬ 
riage], n. Marriage with a second person 
while a legal spouse is living, bigamist, 
n. bigamous, a. 

bight (bit) [A.-S. byht\ , n. A bend; a 
small bay; the loop of a rope, 
bigot (big'6t) [?], n. One unreasonably 
and intolerantly devoted to some creed, 
system, or party, bigoted, a. bigotry, 
n. The mental condition, etc., of a bigot, 
bijou (bg'zhoo) [F.], n. {pi. bijoux) A 
jewel, a trinket; anything small and 
pretty. 

bilateral (bl-l&t'6r-al) [BI-, L. later&lu], a. 

Having or pertaining to two sides, 
bilberry (biTb&r-i) [cp. Dan. bdllebcer], n. 
The whortleberry, blaeberry, 
bilboes (bil'bSz) [?1, n.pl. A long iron 
fetter, with sliding shackles for the feet, 
bile (bil) [L. bllis, bile, anger], n. A 
bitter yellowish fluid secreted by the liver; 
(Jig.) anger, choler. biliary, a. Per¬ 
taining to the bile, bilious (bil'yfis), a. 
Produced or affected by bile; peevish, 
ill-tempered, biliousness, n. 
bilge (bilj) [bulge], n. The bulging part 
of a cask; {Naut.) the bottom of a ship 3 
floor, v.i. {Naut.) To spring a leak; 
to bulge or swell, bilge-water, n. The 
foul water that collects in the bilge of a 
ship. 

bilingual (bl-ling'gw&l) [BI-, L. lingua, 
tongue], a. In or pertaining to two 
languages. . . . 

bilk (bilk) [?], v.t. To cheat, defraud; 

to evade payment of, elude, 
bill (1) (bil) [A.-S. bile], n. The horny beak 
of birds; a beak-like projection; a kind 
of halberd; a bill-hook. v.i. To lay the 
bills together (as doves), bill-hook, n. 
A heavy knife with hooked end, for chop¬ 
ping brushwood, etc. 

bill (2) (bil) [A.-F. and M.E. bille , late L. 
billa , corr. of bulla , a sealed writing], n. 
A statement of account; promissory note; 
draft of a proposed Act of Parliament; 
an advertisement distributed or posted up. 
v.t. To announce by, or cover with bills 
or placards; to put "into a programme, 
billet (1) (bil'dt) [A.-F. billette , dim. of 
prec.], n. A ticket requiring a householder 
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to furnish food and lodgings for a soldier; 
the quarters so assigned; a situation, 
appointment, v.t. To quarter (soldiers), 
billet (2) (bil'6t) [F. billette , dim. of bille, a 
log of wood], n. A small log for firing; 
a wedge or ingot of gold or silver, 
billiards (bil'yardz) [F. billard , a little 
stick], n.pl. A game in which three balls 
are driven about on a special table 
vith a cue. billiard-cue, n. A tapering 
stick used to drive the balls. 
Lillingsgate (bil'ingz-gAt) [the London 
fish-market], n. Scurrilous abuse, foul 
language. 

billion (bil'i-dn, bil'yhn) [B1-, million ], n. 
A million millions, (in France and America) 
a thousand millions. 

billow (bil'o) [Icel. bylgja], n. A great 
swelling sea-wave. v.i. To surge; to 
rise in billows, billowy, o. 
bimetallic (bl-m6-tai'ik) [bi-, metallic], 
a. Pertaining to bimetallism, bimetal¬ 
lism, n. The employment of two metals 
(gold and silver) in currency at a fixed 
ratio, and as standard coin, 
bin (bin) [A.-S. binn], n. A receptacle 
for corn, bread, wine, etc. 
binary (bl'nA-ri) [L. bln&rius], a. Con¬ 
sisting of a pair or pairs; double, dual, 
bind (bind) [A.-S. bindan], v.t. To tie or 
fasten; to confine; to cover, secure, or 
strengthen, by means of a band; to tie 
up; to cause to cohere; to make costive; 
to oblige, engage, v.i. To cohere; 
grow stiff and hard; to be obligatory, 
binder, n. binding, a. Obligatory, n. 
The act of binding; the act or art of book¬ 
binding; a book-cover, braid or other 
edging, bindweed, n. A climbing plant, 
esp. Convolvulus. 

binnacle (bin'Akl) [formerly bittacle , L. 
habitdculum , a dwelling-place], n. The 
case in which the ship’s compass is kept, 
binocle (bin'dkl) [L. blnl, two each, ocull, 
eyes], n. A telescope with tubes for 
both eyes, binoc'ular, a. Suited for 
use by both eyes. n. A binocle; binocu¬ 
lar microscope. 

binomial (bi-no'mi-al) [L. BI-, nomen, a 
name], n. An expression consisting 
of two terms united by the signs + or —. 
bio- [Gr. bios, life], comb. form. Pertaining 
to life or living beings, biogen'esis, 
[GENESIS], n. The doctrine that life 
originates only from life; the science of 
the origin of life. 

biograph (bi'o-gr&f) [BIO-, -GRAPH], n. 
A series of photographs picturing objects in 
movement. 

biography (bl-og'ra-fi) [BIO-, -GRAPHY], n. 
The history of a person; literature dealing 
with personal history; biographer, n. 
A writer of biography, biographic, 
-al, a. Pertaining to biography, 
biology (bi-ol'6-ji) [bio-, -logy], n. The 
science of life in all its phases, biologic, 
o. Pertaining to biology, bioi'ogist, 
n. 

bioplasm (bi'5-pl&zm) [Qr. Bio-, plasma, 
a thing moulded], n. Protoplasm; the 


germinal matter whence all organic matter 
is developed. 

biped (bi'ped) [L. BI-, pes pedis, foot], n. 

An animal having only two feet, 
biplane (bi'pian) [BI-, plane], n. An 
aeroplane with two planes, one above the 
other. 

birch (bSrch) [A.-S. birce], n. A northern 
forest tree, with slender limbs and thin, 
tough bark; its wood; a birch-rod. v.t. 
To chastise with a birch-rod; to flog, 
birching, n. A flogging, 
bird (berd) [A.-S. brid ], n. Any feathered 
vertebrate animal, bird-lime, n. A 
viscous substance used to snare birds. 
v.t. To smear or catch with bird-lime, 
bird’s-eye, a. Resembling a bird’s eye; 
seen from above, as by a bird. n. A 
tobacco. 

biretta (bi-ret'A) [It. berretta ], n. A square 
cap worn by Roman Catholic clerics, 
birth (berth) [M.E. byrthe, O.Teut. beran, 
to bear], n. The act of bringing forth, 
bearing offspring, or being born; that 
which is brought forth; parentage, ex¬ 
traction. birthday, n. The day on which 
one was born, or its anniversary, birth¬ 
mark, n. A blemish formed on the body 
at or before birth, birthplace, n. The 
place at which one was born, birth-rate, 
n. The percentage of births to the 
population, birthright, n. Rights be¬ 
longing to an eldest son or to * person as a 
human being. 

biscuit (bis'kit) [O.F. bescoit, L. bis coctus, 
twice cooked], n. Thin flour-cake baked 
until it Is highly dried; pottery baked 
in an oven before glazing, 
bisect (bl-sekt') [BI-, L. sectum, cut], t.t. 
To divide Into two equal parts, v.i. To 
fork, bisection, n. 

bishop (bish'6p) [A.-S. biscop, L. 
episcopus, an overlooker], n. An eccle¬ 
siastical dignitary presiding over & diocese; 
a piece in chess, bishopric [A.-S. 
bisceoprice (rice, dominion)], n. The dio¬ 
cese, jurisdiction, or office of a bishop, 
bismuth (biz'muth) [G.j, n. A reddish- 
white metallic element used in medicine, 
etc. 

bison (bl'sdn) [O.Teut. wisand ], n. The 
wild ox; the American buffalo, 
bisque (bisk) [biscuit], n. Unglazed white 
porcelain used for statuettes; a stroke 
allowed to the weaker player at tennis, etc. 
bissextile (bis-sek'stil) [L*.], a. Pertaining 
to leap-year. n. Leap-year^ 
bistre (bis'ter) [F.], n. A brown pigment, 
bit (bit) [A.-S. bite], n. A bite, the act 
of biting; a small portion, morsel, frag¬ 
ment; the iron part of the bridle inserted 
in the mouth of a horse; the movable 
boring-piece in a drill, 
bitch (bich) [A.-S. bicce], n. The female 
of the dog and of allied species, 
bite (bit) [A.-S. bitan], v.t. To seize, cut, 
crush anything with the teeth; to affect 
with severe cold, cause to smart; to wound 
with reproach or sarcasm; to hold fast, 
as a screw, n. The act of biting; wound 
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made by the teeth; a mouthful, biting, 
a. Sharp, acrid, pungent; stinging, 
sarcastic. 

bitt (bit) [?], n. A post fixed in pairs 
iD the deck of a ship for fastening cables, 
bitter (bit'6r) [A.-S. biter], a. Sharp or 
biting to the taste; acrid, harsh; piercingly 
cold; distressing, bitterly, adv. bitter¬ 
ness, n. bitter-sweet, a. Sweet or 
pleasant with a bitter after-taste, 
bittern (bit'6rn) [M.E. bitore ], ». A 

wading bird smaller than a heron and of 
the same family. 

bitumen (bi-tu'm6n) [L.], n. Mineral 
itch, asphalt; a highly inflammable 
ydrocarbon, as naphtha, petroleum, etc. 
bituminous, a. 

bivalve (bl'vaiv) [BI-, VALVE], a. Having 
two shells which open and shut. n. 
A mollusc whose shell is in two connected 
portions, bival'vular, a. 
bivouac (biv'n-&k) [P.l, n. A temporary 
encampment in the field without tents, 
etc. t >.i. To camp in the open, 
bizarre (bi-zar') [F.], a. Odd, whimsical; 
of discordant style; irregular, bizar'- 
rerie, n. Grotesqueness, eccentricity, 
blab (bl&b) [?], v.t. To tell indiscreetly; 
to betray, v.i. To talk iudiscreetly, 
tell secrets, tattle. 

black (blAk) [A.-S. bleec], a. Intensely 
dark (the opposite of white); destitute 
of light; gloomy, dirty; atrociously 
wicked; disastrous, n. The darkest 
colour; a negro; mourning garments; 
a minute particle of soot. v.t. To blacken; 
to blacklead. blackamoor, n. A negro, 
blackball, n. Vote of rejection iD a 
ballot, v.t. To vote against, exclude, 
black-beetle, n. The cockroacn. black¬ 
berry, n. The common bramble; its 
fruit, blackbird, n. A British song¬ 
bird, Turdus merula. blackboard, n. 
A board used by teachers to write and draw 
on. black cap, n. A British bird, 
with the top of the head black, esp. the 
black-cap warbler, Curruca airirapilla. 
black-cock, n. The male of the black 
grouse, blacken, v.t. To make black, 
to darken; to sully, to defame, 
blackguard (bl&g'ard), n. A low, worth¬ 
less fellow; a rough, a. Scurrilous, 
abusive, v.t. To revile in scurrilous 
language, blackguardism, n. blacking, 
«. A composition for giving a shining 
black polish to boots, harness, etc. 
blacklead (blSk-led'), n. Plumbago or 
graphite, used for pencil* and metal-polish, 
black-letter, n. The olt> iSnglteb or 
©OtbiC character, black-list, n. A list 
of persons who have incurred censure or 
punishment, blackmail, n. A payment 
extorted by intimidation, v.t. To levy 
blackmail on. blackness, n. black sheep, 
n. A bad character, a vicious person, 
blacksmith, n. A smith who works in 
iron, blackthorn, n. The sloe; a stick 
or cudgel of its wood, blacky, n. A 
negro. 

bladder (blad'er) [A.-S. blcedre], ». A 


sac in the body which receives the urine; 
any similar membranous bag. 
blade (blad) [A.-S. bleed], n. A leaf, esp. 
the expanded part; any broad, flattened 
part, as of a bat, oar, etc.; the cutting 
part of a knife, sword, eto.;- a sword; 
a dashing, reckless fellow, 
blaeberry (bl&'bAr-i) [Icel. bid, dark blue], 
n. The bilberry or whortleberry, 
blame (blim) [O.F. blasmer], v.t. To 
censure, reproach; to hold responsible, 
n. The expression of censure; respon¬ 
sibility. blameable, o. Deserving 
blame; culpable. blameless, a. 
blameworthy, a. Deserving blame, 
blanch (blanch) [F.], v.t. To whiten, 
bleach, make pale. v.i. To lose colour; 
to become white. 

blancmange (bla-monzh) [F.], n. A dish 
of corn-flour, etc., boiled to a jelly with 
milk, ami flavoured. 

bland (blind) [L. blandus , agreeable], a. 

Mild, gentle, blandly, adv. 
blandish (bl&n'dish) [L. blandlrl, to flatter], 
v.t. To coax, cajole, blandishment, n. 
blank (blink) [F. blanc, white], a. Empty; 
not written or printed on; confused, 
nonplussed: downright; (of verse) un¬ 
rhymed. n. A vacant space, a void; a 
lottery ticket that draws no prize, 
blankly, adv. 

blanket (blangTcGt) [O.F. blankete], n. 
A heavy, loosely-woven woollen stuff, 
used for bed-coverings, horse-wrappers, 
etc. v.t. To cover with or as with a 
blanket; to take the wind out of the sails 
of (a yacht) by passing to windward, 
blare (blir) [imit.], v.i. To bellow; to 
sound a* a trumpet, n. Trumpet sound: 
roar, 

blarney (blar'ni) [place-name], n. Flatter¬ 
ing speech; cajolery, vj. To wheedle, 
cajole. 

blas4 (bla'zi) [F.], a. Dulled in emotion; 
worn out; used-up. 

blaspheme (bias-f6m') [Gr. blasphemes, 
evil-speaking], v.t. To utter profane 
language against (God or anything sacred); 
to abuse. * v.i. To utter blasphemy, to 
rail, blas'phemous, a. blas'phemy, r*. 
blast (blast) [A.-S. blcest], n. A violent 
gust of wind; the sound of a trumpet; 
pernicious or destructive influence; a 
blowing by an explosive, v.t. To blow 
or breathe on so as to wither; to blighfc, 
to ruin; to blow up with an explosive; 
to curse, blasted, a. Blighted, con¬ 
founded, cursed. 

blatant (bia'tant) [?], a. Bellowing like 
a beast; clamorous, blatancy, n. 
blaze (1) (blAz) [A.-S. blcese ], n. A bright 
flame; a glow of bright colour; an out¬ 
burst of splendour or of passion, v.i. 
To burn with a bright flame; to shine, 
blaze (2) (blAz) [Icel. blest], n. A white 
mark on the face of a horse or ox, or made 
on a tree by chipping off bark, vJ. To 
mark (a tree). 

blaze (3) (biaz) [Icel. blasa, to blow], tM. 
To proclaim; to blazon. 




blazer 


44 


bloomer 


blazer (blS'zSr) [blaze (1)], n. A flannel 
jacket of bright colour, 
blazon (bia'zdn) [F. blason, a coat of arms], 
n. A coat of arms. v.t. To describe 
heraldically; to publish vauntingly. 
bleach (blech) [A.-S. blascan], v.t. To make 
white or lighter, v.i. To grow white; to 
become pale or colourless, bleacher, n. 
bleak (blek) [A.-S. bide], a. Bare of vege¬ 
tation ; cold, desolate, cheerless, 
blear (bier) [?], a. Dim with rheum; 
dull, indistinct, v.t. To make (the eves) 
dim; to blur with tears, 
bleat (bl§t) [A.-S. blaetan ], v.i. To cry 
like a sheep, v.t. To say feebly and 
foolishly, n. The cry of a sheep, etc. 
bleed (blgd) [A.-S. bledari ], v.i. To emit 
or run with blood (sap, resin, etc.); to 
feel acute mental pain. v.t. To draw 
blood from; to extort money from; 
bleeding, n. Haemorrhage; letting blood. 
a. Running with blood, 
blemish (blem'ish) [O.F. blesmir] v.t. To 
tarnish, sully, n. A defect, 
blench (blench) [A.-S. blencan], v.i. To 
shrink back, turn aside, flinch, 
blend (blend) [A.-S. blandan ] v.t. To 
mix, to mingle, v.i. To become mingled; 
to pass imperceptibly into each other, n. 
A mixture of various qualities (of teas, 
wines, tobacco, etc.). 

bless (1) (bles) [A.-S. blitsian ], v.t. To 
consecrate, invoke God’s favour on; to 
render happy or wish happiness to. 
blessed, blest, a. Consecrated; worthy 
of veneration, n. (collect.). The saints 
in heaven, blessedness, n. blessing, n. 
blether (ble^'er) [Icel. blatlir, nonsense], 
v.i. To talk nonsense, n. Voluble non¬ 
sense. 

blight (blit) [?], n. A disease caused in 
plants by fungoid parasites, smut, aphides, 
etc.; any obscure malignant influence. 
v.t. To affect with blight; to exert a 
baleful influence on. blighter, n. A 
scamp, blackguard; an obnoxious person. 
Blighty (blTti) [Hind. Vilayati, provincial, 
European], n. Britain, home, 
blind (blind) [A.-S.], a. Unseeing; sight¬ 
less ; admitting no light, having no outlet; 
destitute of understanding or foresight. n. 
Blind persons collectively; a window- 
screen; a pretence, a pretext, v.t. To 
deprive of sight; to make dim. blind¬ 
fold, v.t. To cover the eyes, esp. with a 
bandage; a. Having the eyes bandaged, 
blindly, adv. blindness, n. 
blink (blink) [A.-S. blencan ], v.i. To open 
and shut the eyes; to look unsteadily; 
to wink. v.t. To shut the eyes to; to 
shirk, n. A glimmer, twinkle; a glance, 
blinkers, n. Leather screens to prevent 
a horse from seeing sideways, 
bliss (blis) [A.-S. Wm], n. Happiness of 
the highest kind; the perfect joy of heaven, 
blister (blis'ter) [M.E.], n. A pustule on 
the skin containing a watery fluid; a 
similar swelling on metal, paint, etc.; a 
thing applied to raise a blister, v.i. To 
rise in blisters, v.t. To raise blisters on. 


blithe (bli^) [A.-S. blithe], a. Gay, merry, 
sprightly, blithely, adv. 
blizzard (bliz'&rd) [ ?], n. A furious storm 
of snow and wind. 

bloat (bldt) [M.E. bloat, blote, see next], v.t. 
To cause to swell; to make conceited. 
v.i. To swell; to grow turgid, bloated, 
a. Swollen, puffy; puffed up with pride, 
bloater (blS't&r) [M.E. blote, soft, soaked], n. 
A herring partly cured by steeping in dry 
salt and smoking. 

blob (blob) [ ?], n. A globular drop; a spot 
of colour. 

block (blok) [F. bloc, G. block], to. A solid 
mass of wood, stone or any material; the 
piece of wood on which criminals were 
beheaded; a compact group of houses; a 
mould on which a thing is shaped; a pulley, 
or system of pulleys; an obstruction or 
its effects, v.t. To enclose; to stop up, 
obstruct; to impede progress; to shape a 
hat on the block; (Cricket) to stop a ball 
without attempting to hit it. blockhead, 
n. A stupid, dull person, block-house, 
to. A detached fort with loopholes for 
musketry, blockish, a. Stupid, dull; 
rough, block-letters, n.pl. Wood type 
of large size used in printing, 
blockade (blok-ad') [BLOCK, -ade], to. The 
investment of a place so as to compel 
surrender by starvation or prevent com¬ 
munication with the outside, v.t. To 
subject to a blockade; to block up, to 
obstruct, blockade-runner, n. A vessel 
that attempts to run into a blockaded 
port. 

blond, blonde (blond) [F.], a. Having 
light hair and a fair complexion, n. One 
who has this. 

blood (blud) [A.-S. bifid], to. The red fluid 
circulating through the bodies of verte¬ 
brates; analogous fluid in invertebrates; 
lineage, descent; slaughter; the guilt of 
murder, blood-horse, n. A horse of 
good breed or pedigree. bloodhound, 
». A hound remarkable for keenness of 
scent; (fig.) a detective, spy. bloodless, 
a. Without blood; spiritless, blood- 
money, to. Money paid for information 
leading to conviction on a capital charge, 
blood-poisoning, n. A diseased con¬ 
dition set up by septic matter in the 
blood, blood-relation, to. A relation by 
descent, not merely by marriage, blood¬ 
shed, to. The act of shedding blood; 
murder; slaughter in war. bloodshot, a. 
Suffused with blood (of the eye), blood¬ 
stone, to. A variety of quartz with blood¬ 
like spots of jasper. bloodthirsty, a. Eager 
to shed blood, bloodthirstiness, to. 
blood-vessel, n. An artery or vein in 
which blood circulates, bloody, a. 
bloom (bloom) [Icel. blfim, a blossom], n. 
A blossom, flower; the delicate dust on 
plums, grapes, etc.; flush, glow, perfection. 
v.i. To come into flower; to be at the 
highest point of perfection or beauty, 
blooming, a. Flourishing; bright, lus¬ 
trous. bloomy, a. Full of blooms, flowery, 
bloomer ('bloo'mer) [Mrs. Bloomer (1850)], 
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n. Short skirt, and loose trousers gathered 
round the ankles for women, 
blossom (blos'dm) [A.-S. bldstma], n. A 
flower; the mass of flowers on a fruit-tree. 
v.i. To put forth flowers; to bloom, 
blot (blot) [?], n. A stain of ink or other 
discolouring matter; a cancellation; a 
blemish, disfigurement, defect; a fault. 
v.t. To spot or staiD with ink, etc.; to 
obliterate; to dry with blotting-paper; to 
disfigure, sully, v.i. To make blots, be¬ 
come blotted, blotter, n. A pad or book 
for absorbing superfluous ink from paper 
after writing; a blotting-pad. 
blotch (bloch) [BLOT], n. A pustule, boil; 
a clumsy daub; blotched, blotchy, a. 
blouse (blouz) [F.], n. A loose upper 
garment belted at the waist, 
blow (1) (blS) [A.-S. bl&wan ], v.i. To make 
a current of air, or send one from the 
mouth; to pant; to sound (a trumpet, 
etc.); to eject water and air (as cetaceans). 
v.t. To drive a current of air upon; to 
impel by wind; to inflate with air; to 
put out of breath; to sound a wind 
instrument; to taint by depositing eggs 
upon (as flies); to shatter by explosives, 
n. A blowing; a breath of fresh air; an 
egg (of a flesh-fly), blow-fly, n. The 
meat-fly. blow-hole, n. An air-hole; 
(pi.) the spiracles of a cetacean, blower, 
n. blowy, a. 

blow (2) (bio) [A.-S. blowan], v.t. To 
blossom, n. The state of blossoming 
bloom. , 

blow (3) (bid) [?], n. A stroke with the 
fist or a weapon; a severe shock; a sudden 
calamity. 

blowze (blouz) [blush], n. A red-faced, 
bloated woman, blowzy, a. 
blubber (blub'Sr) [prob. imit.], n. The fat 
underlying the skin in whales, etc.; weep¬ 
ing. v.i. To weep in a noisy manner. 
Blucher (bloo'kGr) [Prussian Field-Marshal 
(d. 1819)], n. A strong half-boot, 
bludgeon (blfij'dn) [?], n. A short, thick 
stick, sometimes loaded, 
blue (bloo) [O.F. bleu], a. Of the colour 
of the cloudless sky or deep sea; dressed 
in or coloured blue; (fig.) miserable, low- 
spirited; learned, pedantic (of women), 
n. One of the primary colours; a man 
who plays for his University in sport, v.t. 
To make blue; to treat with laundress’s 
blue, blueness, n. bluey, bluish, a. 
bluishness, n. blue bell, n. The harebell 
of Scotland; the wild hyacinth of England, 
blue-book, n. An official report of Par¬ 
liament or the Privy Council; blue¬ 
bottle, n. The meat-fly or blow-fly. 
bluejacket, n. A sailor in the British 
Navy, bluestocking, n. A woman affect¬ 
ing learning or literary tastes, 
bluff (1) (bluf) [?], a. Having a broad, 
flattened front; blunt, outspoken, n. A 
cliff or headland with a broad, precipitous 
front, bluffness, n. 

bluff (2) (bluf) [?], n. An excuse, a blind 
bluffing at cards; empty talk. v.t. To 
hoodwink; to make one’s adversary believe 


one’s hand, or position, etc., is stronger 
than it is. 

blunder (blun'der) [?], v.2. To err grossly 
or stupidly; to flounder, stumble, v.t. 
To mismanage, n. A gross mistake, a 
stupid error, blunderer, n. 
blunderbuss (blun'd6r-bus) [Dut. donder- 
bus , thunder-gun], n. A short, large bored 
gun. 

blunt (blfint) [?], a. Dull, obtuse; without 
edge or point; abrupt, unpolished, v.t. 
To make less sharp; to deaden, dull. v.i. 
To become blunt, bluntness, n. 
blur (bier) [?], n. A smear, blot, misty 
effect, v.t. To smear; to stain, render 
indistinct. 

blurt (blert) [imit.], v.t. To utter abruptly, 
blush (blush) [A.-S. dblisian], v.i. To 
become red in the face; to be ashamed; 
to bloom, n. The reddening of the face, 
bluster (blus't6r) [onomat.], v.i. To make 
a loud boisterous noise like the wind; to 
swagger, boast, n. Boisterous, blowing, 
inflated talk, swaggering, blusterer, n. 
boa (bo'a) [L.], n. A large serpent; a 
long fur or feather tippet worn by ladies, 
boar (bor) [A.-S. b&r ], n. The uncastrated 
male of the swine, boarish, a. Swinish, 
brutal; cruel. 

board (bSrd) [A.-S. bord, plank, table], n. 
A long piece of timber, moderately broad 
and thick; a flat slab of wood; a table; 
a frame on which chess, draughts, etc., are 
played; layers of paper, etc., pasted 
together; a table, esp. for meals; food 
served at table; one’s keep, or money in 
lieu of keep; a council, or its members; 
(pi.) the stage, v.t. To furnish or cover 
with boards; to provide with daily meals 
(and usu. with lodgings); to go on a ship, 
embark. vA. To have one’s meals (and 
usu. lodging) at another’s house, boarder, 
n. One who lives in the house of another; 
one who boards an enemy’s ship, board¬ 
ing-house, n. A house in which board 
may be had. boarding-school, n. 
boast (bfist) [?], n. Vainglorious assertion, 
a brag; an occasion of pride, v.t. To 
brag, to praise oneself, speak ostenta¬ 
tiously. v.t. To extol, to speak of with 
pride; boaster, n. boastful, a. 
boat (bdt) [A.-S. bat], n. A small vessel, 
generally undecked; applied also to large 
vessels, passenger steamers, etc. v.t. To 
transport in a boat. v.i. To take boat, 
to row in a boat, boat-hook, n. A pole 
with an iron point and hook, used to push 
or pull a boat, boat-house, n. A house 
by the water in which boats are kept, 
boatman, n. A man who lets out, rows, 
or sails a boat for money, boatswain, 
bos’n (b5sn), n. A ship’s officer who has 
charge of the rigging, cables, stores, etc. 
bob (bob) [?], n. A weight at the end of 
a cord, pendulum, etc.; a bunch of hair, 
short curl; the docked tail of a horse; a 
shake, jog; a set of changes in bell-ringing, 
v.t. To have a short jerking motion; to 
dance, curtsy. 

bobbin (bob'in) [F. bobine], n. A wooden 
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pin on which thread for making lace, etc., 
is wound; a reel, spool, bobbinet, n. 
Machine-made cotton net. 
bock (bok) [G.], n. A large beer-glass, 
bode (b<5d) [A.-S. boda, a messenger], v.t. 
To foretell, presage, forebode, v.i. To 
portend (well or ill), boding, a. 
bodice (bod'is) [" pair of bodies "], n. A 
corset; a vest worn over the corset, 
bodkin (bod'kin) [ ?], n. A tool for piercing 
holes; a needle for leading a tape through 
a hem. 

body (bod'i) [A.-S. budig], n. The material 
frame of animals; the trunk; the upper 
part of a dress; the main or central part; a 
collective mass of persons, things, doctrines, 
etc ; matter, substance, as opposed to 
spirit; a person, society, corporation, mili¬ 
tary force; strength, substantial quality. 
v.t. To clothe with a body; to embody, 
body-guard, n. A guard for the person 
of a sovereign or dignitary; retinue, 
following, bodiless, a. bodily, a. Per¬ 
taining to the body or physical nature; 
corporeal, adv. Corporeally united with 
matter, wholly, entirely, 
boer (boor) [Dut., farmer], n. A South 
African of Dutch birth or extraction, 
bog (bog) [Ir. bogach\ n. A marsh, morass; 
wet, spongy soil. boggy, a. bog- 
oak, n. Oak found preserved in bogs, 
bog-trotter, n. An Irishman, 
boggle (bogl) [ ?], v.i. To start with fright; 

to hesitate, make difficulties; to bungle, 
bogie (bo'gi) [?], n. A long, low truck on 
four small wheels; a plate-layer’s trolley, 
bogus (bd'gus) [?], a. Sham, spurious, 
bogy (bd'gi) [?], n. A spectre, bugbear, 
bohca (bo-hg') [ Bu-i hills, in China], n. A 
kind oi black tea. 

Bohemian (1) (bo-he'mi-An) [Bohemia. 

AN], a. Pertaining to Bohemia, its people, 
or language; characteristic of gipsies or of 
social bohemians, n. A native or in¬ 
habitant of Bohemia; a gipsy; one who 
leads a free, irregular life, despising social 
conventionalities, bohemianism, n. The 
habits or conduct of a social bohemian, 
boil (1) (boil) [O.F. boillir , L. bulla , a 
bubble], v.i. To bubble by the action of 
heat; to reach the temperature at which 
liquids become gas; to be cooked boiling; 
(fig.) to be agitated with passion, boiler, 
n. One who boils; a vessel in which a 
thing is boiled, or in which water is con¬ 
verted into steam; a tank for heating 
water; a vessel for boiling clothes, a 
copper, boiling, a. 

boll (2) (boil) [A.-S. byI], n. A hard, 
inflamed, suppurating tumour, 
boisterous (bois'ter-us) [?], a. Stormy, 
ncisv; tumultuous, rudely violent, 
boisterously, adv. boisterousness, n. 
bold (bold) [A.-S. beald], a. Daring, 
confident, fearless; striking; audacious, 
forward; steep, prominent, bold-faced, 
a. Impudent, shameless, boldly, adv. 
Impudently; with effrontery, boldness, 
n. Courage, enterprise; effrontery. 
bol©[Icel. bolr] % n. The trunk of a tree. 


bolero (bo-l&r'O) [Sp.], n. A lively 
Spanish dance, or its music, 
bollard (bol'ard) [DOPE], n. A large post 
on a dock for securing cables. 

Bolshevist (bol'she-vist) or Bolshevik 
[Rus. bolshe , comp. adj. of bolshoi, big 
large], n. A member of the Russian 
revolutionary party that seized power 
in 1917. 

bolster (bdl'ster) [A.-S.], n. A long under¬ 
pillow; a pad or cushion, v.t. To sup¬ 
port with a bolster; to aid, abet, bolster¬ 
ing, n. Prop, support, 
bolt (1) (bfllt) [A.-S.], n. A short thick 
arrow; a discharge of lightning; a bar 
for fastening a door; a screw-headed 
metal pin for holding objects together; 
that portion of a lock which forms the 
fastening; a sudden flight; a measure 
of woven fabric (usu. 30 yards), v.t. 

To shut or fasten by means of a bolt; 
to swallow without chewing, v.t'. To 
start suddenly forward or aside; to run 
away, desert, bolter, n. One that 
bolts or runs; a horse given to bolting, 
bolt (2), boult (bolt) [O.F. bulter], n. , 
A sieve for separating bran from flour. 
v.t. To pass through a bolt; to examine, 
bolting-cloth, n. A fine cloth used in 
sifting meal. 

bolus (bo'lus) [Gr. bdlos, a clod, lump], n. 

A large pill; anything unpalatable, 
bomb (bom) [Gr. bombos y a humming 
noise], n. A hollow explosive hurled 
from a gun or by hand. v.t. To attack 
with bombs, bombard (bombard'), v.t. 

To attack with shot and shell; to assail 
with arguments or invective, n. The 
earliest form of cannon, bombardier 
(bom-bar-d§r / ), n. A non-commissioned 
artillery officer ranking as corporal, bom- 
bard'ment, n. The act of bombard¬ 
ing. 

bombasine (bom-bA-zen') [F. bombasin , 

Gr. bombux, silk], n. A twilled fabric of 
silk and worsted. 

bombast (bom'b&st) [O.F. bumbace), f 
n. Inflated speech, high-sounding words, 
bombas'tic, a. 

bona tide (bd'nA fl'dg) [L.], adv. In good 
faith, a. Genuine. 

bon-bon (bon'bon) [F.], n. A sweetmeat, 
bond (1) (bond) [var. of BAND], n. That 
which binds or confines, restrains or L 
cements, impedes or enslaves; a binding 
agreement; a mode of disposing bricks in 
a wall; (Law) a binding agreement, esp. a 
deed by which one person binds himself to 
pay a certain sum to another; a debenture. 

(pi.) chains, imprisonment, captivity, v.t. 

To put into a bonded warehouse; to 
mortgage; to bind or connect (as bricks), 
bonded, o. Bound by a bond; put in 
bond. 

bondage (bon'dAj) [BOND, -AGE], n. 

Slavery, captivity; subjection, restraint, 
bone (bon) [A.-S. bdn], n. The hard parts 
of the skeleton and the substance of which 
it consists; articles made of bone; (pi.) 
mortal remains; dice; castanets, a. 
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Of or pertaining to bone; made of bone, 
bony, a. 

bonfire (bon'fir) [BONE, fire], n. A large 
fire in the open at public rejoicings, etc.; 
a fire for burning rubbish. 
bonhomie (bou7>-m§') [F. bon , good, 
hommt■, man], n. Good-nature, geniality, 
bon mot (bon-mfi) [F.], n. A witticism. 
bonne (bon) [F.], n. A French nursemaid, 
bonnet (bon'et) [O.F. bonet. stuff of which 
caps were made], n. A he3d-covering 
without a brim; • protective covering 

to a machine, motor engine, etc. 
bonny (bon'i) [?], o. Beautiful, health y- 
looking. bonnily, adv. 
bonus (bfi'niis) [L. good], n. Something 
over and above what is due; a premium; 
an extra dividend. 

bonze (bonz) [Jap. bomb], n. A Buddhist 
priest in Japan, China, etc. 
boo (boo) [onomat.], int. and n. An 
expression of contempt, 
booby (boo'bi) [Sp. bobo , a blockhead], n. 

A stupid fellow, a dunce; a gannet. 
book (buk) [A.-S. b6c], n. A collection 
of sheets printed, written on, or blank, 
bound in a volume; a division of a literary 
composition; ( Turf) bets on a race or 
at a meeting taken collectively, v.t. 
To enter or register in a book; to obtain 
by payment in advance (a seat at a theatre, 
etc.), book-account, n. A register of 
debit or credit in a book, booked, a. 
Registered; entered in a book; (slang) 
caught, engaged, book-debt, n. A debt 
entered in an account book, book¬ 
ing, n. Registry in a book, booking- 
office, n. An office where railway or 
other tickets are issued, goods booked to 
be forwarded, etc. bookish, o. Learned, 
studious; acquainted with books only, 
book-keeper, n. One who keeps accounts 
in a merchant’s office, etc. book-maker, 
n. A professional betting-man. book¬ 
plate, n. A device pasted in a book to 
show the ownership, book-worm, n. 
A worm which eats holes in books; (Jig.) 
one always poring over books, 
boom (1) (boom) [imit.], n. A deep, 
resonant sound, as of artillery, etc.; 
(fig.) a sudden demand for a thing; a 
rapid burst of commercial activity and 
prosperity, v.i. To make a loud, deep, 
resonant sound; to rush with violence, 
as a ship in full sail; (fig.) to become very 
popular, prosperous or active, v.t. To 
utter with a booming sound; (fig.) to 
force on public attention or into great 
activity, etc. 

boom (2) (boom) [Dut. boom, a tree], n. 
A long spar to extend the foot of a sail; 
a line of spars forming an obstruction, 
boomerang (boo'me-rSng) [Austral.], n. 
A native Australian missile weapon, so 
constructed that, thrown forward, it 
returns to the rear of the thrower, 
boon (1) (boon) [Icel. Wn], n. A petition; 

a favour, gift; a blessing, 
boon (2) [F. bon, good], a. Jolly, convivial, 
boor (boor) [Dut. boer], n. A rustic; a 


rude, ill-bred, fellow, boorish, a. 
boorishness, n. 

boot (1) (boot) [O.F. bote], n. A leather 
covering for the foot reaching above the 
ankle; an instrument of torture applied 
to the leg and foot; a receptacle under 
driver’s or guard’s seat in a coach, etc. 
v.i. To put boots on. booted, o. 
Having boots on; (slang) kicked out. 
boot-jack, n. A board with a crotch 
to retain the heel while the boot is being 
pulled off. boot-last, -tree, n. A block 
inserted into a boot to stretch it or keep 
it in shape, boots, n. A male servant 
at an hotel. 

boot (2) (boot) [A.-S. b6t (bgtan, to help)], 
n. Profit, advantage, to boot : Into 
the bargain, v.i. To avail, to be of use. 
bootless, a. Profitless, unavailing, 
booth (boofA) [M.Dan. both], n. A stall, 
tent, or other temporary erection; a tem¬ 
porary structure for voting in at elections, 
booty (boo'ti) [M.Dut. bilte, booty], n. 

Spoil taken in war; plunder, 
booze (booz) [M.E. bousen , to drink 
deeply], n. Drink; a drinking bout. 
v.i. To drink to excess, boozy, a. 
borage (bfir'aj) [O.F. borrace ], n. A 
hairy, blue-flowered plant, 
borax (bor'&ks) [Arab, bilrdq], n. A 
native salt used as a solder, and as a 
detergent, borac'ic, a. Pertaining to, 
or derived from, borax, 
border (b6r'd6r) [O.F. bordure ], n. Edge, 
margin; frontier; an ornamental edging. 
v.t. To put a border or form a boundary 
to. v.i. To lie on the border; to be 
contiguous, borderer, n. borderland, 
n. 

bore (1) (b6r) [A.-S. borian ], v.t. To per¬ 
forate or make a hole through; to weary 
with twaddle or dullness, v.i. To make 
a hole; to push a horse, boat, or other 
competitor out of the course. n. A 
hole made by boring; the diameter of a 
tube; a tiresome person, a wearisome 
twaddler, b jrer, n. One who or that which 
bores. 

bore (2) (b5r) [prob. Icel. bdra , a billow], n. 

A tidal wave of great height and velocity, 
boredom (bfir'dom) [BORE (1)], n. The 
behaviour of bores; the condition of being 
wearied by a bore; bores collectively, 
boreas (b5r'6-&s) [Gr.], n. The north 
wind, boreal, a. Pertaining to the 
north; northern; sub-arctic, 
born (bbrn) [p.p. of bear (2)], p.p. and a. 
Brought into the world; brought forth, 
produced. 

borough (bur'o) [A.-S. burh ], n. A town 
with a municipal corporation, or which 
sends a representative to Parliament, 
borrow (bor'o) [A.-S. borgian ], v.t. To 
obtain as a loan; to adopt, assume, 
borzoi (bfir'zoi) [Rus.], ». A Russian 
wolfhound. 

bosh (bosh) [Turk.], n. Empty talk, 
folly. 

bosky (bos'ki), a. Bushy, woody, 
bosom (buz'iim) [A.-S. b6sm). n. The 
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breast (esp. of a woman); the seat of 
emotions, repository of secrets, a. Much 
beloved; confidential, 
boss (1) (bos) [O.P. boce], n. A protu¬ 
berance; an ornamental knob; a miss, 
bad shot. v.t. To miss, bungle, v.i. 
To make a miss, boss-eyed, a. 

Afflicted with a squint; having but one 
eye, or with one eye damaged, 
boss (2) [Dut. baas , master], n. A fore¬ 
man, manager; a political dictator, v.t. 
To manage, direct, control, 
boston (bos'tbn) [Boston, U.S.A.], ». A 
game resembling whist: a dance, 
bot.bott (bot) [?], n. A parasitic worm; (pi.) 
a disease caused by these in horses, cattle, 
and sheep. 

botanic (bd-t&n'ik), -al [Qr. botanikos, 
pertaining to plants], a. Pertaining to 
botany, bot'anist, n. bot'any, n. The 
science which treats of plants, 
botch (1) (boch) [?], n. A clumsy patch; 
a bungle, v.t. To mend or put together 
clumsily, botcher, n. A bungler, 
botch (2) [O.F. boce , BOSS (1)], n. An 
ulcerous swelling, botchy, a. 
both (both) [Icel. bat/dr], a. and pron. 
The one and the other, the two. adv. 
As well the one as the other; equally in 
two cases. 

bother (both'er) [?], v.t. To tease, vex, 
to annoy, v.i. To make a fuss, worry 
oneself; to take trouble, n. Worry, 
disturbance, fuss, bothcra'tion, n. 
bothy, bothie (both'i) [?], n. A hut. 
bottle (botl) [O.F. boteile ], n. A vessel 
with a narrow neck for holding liquids 
(usu. of glass); its contents, v.t. To put 
into bottles; to restrain, repress, bottle- 
green, n. Dark green, bottle-holder, 
n. A second at a prize-fight, bottle- 
washer, n. A general factotum, 
bottom (bot'om) [A.-S. botm], n. The 
lowest part of anything; the bed of a body 
of water; the furthest point of a recess, 
gulf, etc.; a ship as receptacle for cargo. 
v.t. To put a bottom to; to sound, 
fathom, bottomless, a. bottommost, 
a. bottomry, n. Borrowing money on 
the security of a ship, 
botulism (bot'u-lizm) [L. botulus , sausage], 
n. Poisoning by a ptomaine found in 
decomposed meat, esp. sausages, 
boudoir (boo'dwar) [F., from bouder , to 
sulk], n. A lady’s private apartment, 
bough (bou) [A.-S. bdg , shoulder], n. A 
large arm or branch of a tree, 
bouilli (boo-ye') [F., boiled], n. Stewed 
meat, bouillon (boo'yon), n. Broth, 
boulder (b51'd6r) [M.E. bulderston ], n. A 
large rounded block of stone, 
boulevard (bool'var) [F.], n. A broad 
street planted with trees. 
bounce (bouns) [?], n. A recoil, leap, 
spring; swagger, self-assertion, v.i. To 
bound like a ball; to spring suddenly forth; 
to come or go unceremoniously; to talk 
big. bouncer, n. 

bound (1) (bound) [F. bondir], n. A leap, 
spring, rebound, v.i. To leap, to spring: 


to bounce, bounder, ». (Slang) An 
ill-bred, vulgar, pushful man. 
bound (2) [O.F. bonde ], n. A limit, a 
boundary, v.t. To set bounds to; to 
confine, boundless, a. Without bounds, 
boundary, n. A mark indicating limit; 
the limit thus marked, 
bound (3) [past and p.p., BIND], a. Under 
obligation; certain (with inf.) ; (Books) in 
a cover. bounden,a. Bound; obliged, 
bound (4) [M.E. boun ], a. Starting, de¬ 
stined. 

bounty (boun'ti) [O.F. bontf), n. Gracious 
liberality; a premium for recruits, or to 
encourage commerce or industry, boun¬ 
teous, a. Full of bounty; liberal, boun¬ 
tiful, a. Liberal, munificent; plenteous, 
bouquet (bu-ka') [F.], n. A nosegay, 
bunch of flowers; perfume of wine, 
bourgeois (boor'zhwa) [F.], n. A citizen; 
one of the mercantile or shop-keeping class. 
a. Middle-class or industrial as distin¬ 
guished from working-class; (Jig.) com¬ 
monplace, unintellectual. bourgeoisie 
(-ze'), n. The mercantile or shop-keeping 
class. 

bourne, bourn (burn) [F. borne], n. A 
bound, limit, goal. 

bout (bout) [?], n. A round, a set-to; a 
spell of work, drunkenness, etc. 
bovine (bo'vin) [L. bovinus], a. Of or 
resembling oxen; sluggish; dull, stupid, 
bow (1) (bo) [A.-S. boga], n. A weapon 
for discharging arrows; a rainbow; a 
curve; an ornamental knot; the appliance 
with which instruments of the violin family 
are played, v.t. To play with the bow 
on the violin, etc. bow-legged, a. 
Having the legs curved outwards, bow¬ 
shot, n. The distance to which an arrow 
can be shot, bowstring, n. The string 
by which a bow is stretched, v.t. To 
strangle with a bowstring, 
bow (2) (bou) [A.-S. bugan ], v.i. To bend 
forward as a sign of assent, salutation, 
etc.; to bend under a yoke. v.t. To cause 
to bend; to incline; to crush, n. An 
inclination of the head, as a salute, 
bow (3) (bou) [cogn. with BOUGH], n. The 
rounded fore-end of a ship or boat; the 
rower nearest this, bowline (bo'lin), n. 
A rope fastened to a sail to make it stand 
close to the wind, bowsprit, n. A spar 
running out from the bows of a vessel, 
bowdlerize (boud'ler-Iz) [Thomas Bowdler 
who expurgated Shakespeare], v.t. To 
expurgate (a book), bowdleriza'tion, n. 
bowel (bou'61) [O.F. boel], n. One of the 
intestines; (pi.) the entrails, intestines; 
the seat of tender emotions; compassion, 
bower (bou'6r) [A.-S. bur, a chamber], n. 
A boudoir; an arbour; [BOW (3)] a small 
anchor carried at the bow. 
bowie-knife (bo'i-nif) [Col. Borne (d. 
1836)], n. A long knife with double-edged 
blade. 

bowl (1) (b51) [A.-S. bolla], n. A hollow, 
rounded vessel for holding liquids, 
bowl (2) (bol, boul) [F. boule, L. bulla, a 
bubble], a. A solid, slightly biased ball 
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used to play with; (pi.) a game with 
bowls, v.i. To play at bowls; to roll a 
bowl along the ground; to deliver the ball 
at cricket, v.t. To cause to roll or run 
along the ground; to deliver (as a ball at 
cricket); to strike the wicket and put a 
man out. 

bowler (bo'ler) [bowl (1) and (2)], n. A 
low-crowned stiff felt hat; one who plays 
at bowls; the player who delivers the ball 
at cricket. . 

bow-window [BOW (1)], n. A bay-window, 
box (1) (boks) [A.-S.], n. A genus of 
evergreen shrubs; box-wood; a receptacle 
adapted for holding solids, not liquids; 
its contents; a compartment in a theatre, 
tavern, etc., or for animals in a stable; 
the driver’s seat on a coach, v.t. To 
enclose in or furnish with a box. box- 
clotb, n. A tough, closely-woven cloth, 
box-office, n. An office in a theatre, etc., 
for booking seats. 

box (2) [?], n. A blow with the open 
hand on the side of the head. v.t. To 
strike with the open hand. v.i. To fight 
with fists or gloves, boxer, n. 
boy (boi) [?], ». A male child; a native 
labourer, boyhood, n. The state of 
being a boy; the time when one is a boy. 
boyish, a. 

boycott (boi'kOt) [Capt. Boycott], v.t. To 
combine to ostracize (a person); to refuse 
to have dealings with. n. The action of 
boycotting. 

brace (bras) [O.F. brace , Gr. brachibn, the 
arm], n. That which clasps, tightens, 
supports; a couple, a pair; a tool used 
by carpenters for boring; a rope attached 
to a yard for trimming the sail; (pi.) straps 
to support the trousers, v.t. To gird or 
bind; to tighten or strengthen, to fill with 
energy or firmness, bracing, a. Impart¬ 
ing tone or strength. 

bracelet (bras'16t) [F.], n. An ornamental 
ring or band for the wrist or arm. 
brachial (bri'ki-il) [L. br&chialis ], a. Be¬ 
longing to or resembling an arm. 
brachio- [Gr. brachion , an arm], comb. form. 

Having arms or arm-like processes, 
brachy- [Gr. brachus , short], comb. form. 
Short, brachycephalic (brik-i-se-fil'ik) 
[Gr. kephale, head], a. Short-headed, 
bracken (brik'^n) [Swed. br&keri], n. The 
brake-fern, Pteris aquilina. 
bracket (brik'et) [L. braccce, breeches], n. 
A support fixed to a wall; a mark en¬ 
closing a word or words, 
brackish (brik'ish) [Dut. brak ], a. Partly 
fresh, partly salt; saline, 
brad (brad) [M.E. brod ], n. A thin, flattish 
nail, brad'awl, n. A small boring- 
tool. 

brae (bra) [Icel. br&], n. A slope, hill, 
brag (brag) [?], n. A boast; a game 
of cards, v.i. To boast, braggadocio 
(brag-a-do'shi-o), n. An empty boaster; 
empty boasting, brag'gart, n. A boast¬ 
ful fellow. a. Given to bragging, 
braid (brad) [A.-S. brcegd, trick, deceit], n. 
A narrow woven band; a woven fabric 


for trimming, etc. v.t. To intertwine, 
plait; to trim or bind with braid, 
brail (brai) [O.F.], n. A rope used to furl 
sails and tent-bottoms, 
braille (brai) [Louis Braille (1809-52)], n. 
A svstem of writing for the blind, 
brain (bran) [A.-S. brxgen], n. The con¬ 
voluted mass of nervous substance con¬ 
tained in the skull; the seat of thought, 
etc., centre of sensation; intellectual 
power, v.t. To dash out the brains 
of. brainless, a. brainy, a. Acute, 
clever. 

braise (braz) [F. braise, hot charcoal], v.t. 

To cook in a tightly-closed pan. 
brake (1) (brak) [BRACKEN], n. Bracken, 
brake (2) (brak) [O.Dut. bracke, a flax 
brake], n. A large wagonette, 
brake (3) (brak) [?], n. An appliance to 
check motion of a wheel; a brake-van. 
v.t. To retard by means of a brake, 
brake-van, n. A railway carriage con¬ 
taining a brake. 

brake (4) (brak) [perh. M.L.G. brake, tree- 
stumps], ». A mass of brushwood, a 
thicket, braky, a. Full of brake; rough, 
bramble (brambl) [A.-S. brembeT], n. The 
blackberry, or allied thorny shrub, 
bran (bran) [O.F.], n. The husks of ground 
corn. 

branch (branch) [F. branche ], n. A liml 
of a tree, esp. from a bough; any analogous 
offshoot or subdivision, v.i. To shoot out 
into brauches; to diverge, divide, to 
ramify, v.t. To divide into branches, 
branchia (bring'ki-a) [Gr.], n.pl. The gills 
of fishes and some amphibia, 
brand (brand) [A.-S.], n. A piece of burn¬ 
ing wood; a mark made with a hot iron, 
an instrument for burning a mark; a 
trade-mark, a particular kind of manufac¬ 
tured article; a sword; a stigma; class, 
quality, v.t. To mark with a brand; to 
imprint on the memory; to stigmatize, 
brand-new, a. As if just from the 
furnace, quite new. 

brandish (bran'dish) [F. brandir], v.t. To 
wave or flourish about, n. A flourish, 
brandy (bran'di) [Dut. brande-wijn, burnt 
or distilled wine], n. A spirit distilled from 
wine. 

branks (brinks) [Sc.], n. A kind of gag. 
brass (bras) [A.-S. brass], n. A yellow alloy 
of copper and zinc; anything made of 
this; effrontery, impudence, a. Made of 
brass, v.t. To coat with brass, brassy, 
a. Resembling brass; impudent, shame¬ 
less ; pretentious. n. A wooden golf club 
faced with brass. 

brassard (bras'ard) [F.], n. A badge for 
the arm. 

brat (brit) [?], n. A child (in a slighting 

sense). 

brattice (brit'is) [M.E. bretasce], n. A par¬ 
tition for ventilation in a mine, 
bravado (bra-va'dG) [Sp.], n. (pi. -oes) 
An insolent menace; ostentatious defiance, 
brave (brav) [F.], a. Daring, courageous; 
noble; gay; excellent, n. A warrior, 
v.t. To defy, challenge; to meet with 
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courage, t i.i. To swagger, show off. 

bravery, n. Courage; display, finery, 
bravo (bra'vd) [It.], n. ( pi . -oes) A hired 
assassin, a desperado; a cry of approval, 
a cheer, int. Capital! well done 1 
bravura (br&-voo'r&) [It.], n. Brilliance 
of execution. 

brawl (brawl) [?], v.i, To quarrel noisily, 
create a disturbance; to babble (as running 
water), n. A noisy quarrel, disturbance, 
tumult, brawler, n. brawling, o. 
jrawn (brawn) [O.F. ftraon, flesh for roast¬ 
ing], n. Muscle; the flesh of a boar; pig’s 
head collared or potted, brawny, a. 
Muscular, strong, hardy, brawniness, n. 
bray (1) (br5) [O.F. breier ], v.t. To pound 
small; to beat fine. 

bray (2) (bra) [O.F. braire ], v.i. To make 
a discordant noise like an ass. n. The 
cry of the ass; a harsh, grating sound, 
braze (braz) [O.F. braser], v.t. To solder 
with an alloy of brass and zinc; to cover 
or ornament with brass, 
brazen (bra'z6n) [A.-S. brcesen ], a. Made 
of or resembling brass; shameless, im¬ 
pudent. v.t. To face impudently; to 
harden, make shameless, brazen-faced, 
o. Impudent, shameless, brazenly, adv. 
brazier (1), n. A worker in brass, 
brazier (2) (bra'zi-6r) [F. braise , live coals], 
n. A large pan to hold lighted charcoal, 
breach (brech) [A.-S. brice ], n. The act of 
breaking; a gap; violation of a law, 
alienation, quarrel, v.t. To make a gap 
in. 

bread (bred) [A.-S.], n. Food made of flour 
or meal kneaded into dough, generally with 
yeast, and baked, bread-crumb, n. A 
fragment of the soft part of bread, bread¬ 
fruit, n. The farinaceous fruit of a South 
Sea tree, Artocarpus incisa. 
breadth (bredth) [A.-S. breedu], to. Measure 
from side to side; liberality, tolerance, 
break (brak) [A.-S. brecan ], v.t. (past 
broke, earlier brake, p.p. broken, broke) 
To part by violence; to rend apart, rup¬ 
ture, disperse; to subdue, tame; to ruin 
financially; to cashier, reduce to the ranks; 
to disable, exhaust the strength or resources 
of ; to interrupt, intercept, lessen the force 
of ; to transgress, violate, v.i. To separ¬ 
ate into portions; to burst forth; to 
decline in health; to change direction, as 
a ball at cricket; to make the first stroke 
at billiards; to alter (as a boy’s voice). 
«. The act of breaking; an opening, gap; 
interruption; the twist of a ball at cricket; 
( Billiards ) a number of points scored con¬ 
tinuously. break-down, n. Downfall, 
collapse; failure resulting in stoppage, 
breakfast (brek'f&st), n. The first meal 
in the day. v.i. To take breakfast; 
v.t. To provide with or entertain at 
breakfast, break-neck, a. Endangering 
the neck, hazardous, breakwater, n. A 
pier, wall, mole, etc., to protect shipping, 
breakable, a. Capable of being broken, 
breakage, n. The act of breaking; 
damage from breaking; the thing broken, 
breaker, n. One who or that which 


breaks; a heavy wave breaking against 
rocks, or in passing over shallows, 
bream (brem) [O.F. bresme ], n. A fresh¬ 
water fish. 

breast (brest) [A.-S. brgost], n. The fore- 
the body ; one of the organs for 
the secretion of milk in women; the upper 
fore-part of a coat, etc.; the affections. 
v.t. To apply or oppose the breast to; 
to stem, oppose, breast-bone, n. The 
sternum, to which certain ribs are attached, 
breast-summer, bressummer (brea'um- 
6r), n. A beam supporting the front of a 
building. 

breath (breth) [A.-S. breeth ], n. The air 
drawn in and expelled by the lungs; the 
act of breathing; a single respiration; a 
very slight breeze; an exhalation; a 
rumour, whisper, breathless, a. 
breathe (br&A) [prec.], v.i. To inhale or 
exhale air; to live; to take breath; to 
move or sound like breath. v.t. To 
inhale or exhale (as air); to utter with 
vehemence (with out); to express; to 
allow breathing space to; to blow into, 
breathing, a. Living; life-like. n. 
liespiration; a respite; an aspirate, 
breech (brgch) [A.-S. brge], n. (pi. 
breeches, brich'Sz). The hinder part 
of anything; tbe portion of a gun behiud 
the bore; (pi.) an outer garment worn 
by men from the loins to the kuees. v.t. 
To clothe with breeches, breech-loader, 
n. A firearm loaded at the breech, 
breed (bred) [A.-S. bredan ], r 1. To give 
birth to; to raise (cattle, etc.); to yield, 
produce; to engender, to educate, to 
bring up. v.i. To be pregnant; to 
produce offspring; to come into being, n. 
A line of descendants from the same stock; 
family, race, breeder, n. One who 
breed* cattle, etc. breeding, n. Deport¬ 
ment, good manners. 

breeze (brez) [Sp. brisa, the N.E. wind], 
n. A light wind; a disturbance, a row. 
breezy, a. Exposed to breezes, windy; 
lively, brisk, jovial, breeziness, to. 
breve (brev) [brief], n. A sign O used 
to mark a short vowel; (Mus.) a note 
equal to two semibreves, 
brevet (br6-vet') [F., dim. of bref, a letter], 
n. An official document conferring cer¬ 
tain privileges; (Mil.) a warrant conferring 
rank on an officer without pay. a. 
Honorary, nominal. 

breviary (bre'vi-a-ri) [L. brevidrium], n. 
(R.-C. Ch.) A book containing the prayers 
for the canonical hours, 
brevier (br^-vSr 7 ) [breviary], n. A small 
size of type. 

brevity (brev'i-ti) [L. brevitas-t&tem ], n. 

Briefness, shortness; conciseness, 
brew (broo) [A.-S. brioioan ], v.t. To make 
(beer, ale, etc.); (fig.) to contrive, to 
bring about, v.i. To make beer, etc., by 
boiling, fermenting, etc.; to be in pre¬ 
paration. n. The action, process or 
product of brewing; the quantity brewed, 
brewer, n. One who brews malt liquors, 
brewery, brew-house, n. 
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bribe (brlb) [O.F.], n. A gift offered to 
one to influence his judgment or conduct; 
an inducement, v.t. To influence action 
or opinion thus. v.i. To practise bribery, 
bribery, n The act of giving or receiving 
bribes. 

bric-fc-brac (brik'A-br&k) [F., by hook 
or by crook], n. Fancy ware, curiosi¬ 
ties. 

brick (brik) [F. brique , a fragment], n. 
A block of moulded and baked clay used 
in building; a brick-shaped loaf; {slang) 
a good fellow, v.t. To construct with 
bricks; to imitate brickwork in plaster, 
brickbat, n. A broken piece of brick, 
bricklayer, n. One who sets bricks, 
bridal (brTd&l) [A.-S. brfd-ealo , wedding- 
feast], ». The nuptial ceremony or fes¬ 
tival ; a marriage. 

bride (brld) [A.-8. brj/d ], n. A woman 
newly married or on the point of being 
married, bridegroom (A.-S. guma , man], 
n. A man about to be married, or recently 
married, bridesmaid, n. An unmarried 
woman who attends on the bride at her 
wedding. 

bridge (1) (brij) [A.-S. brycg ], n. A 
structure over a river, road, etc., to carry 
a road or path across; the upper bony 
part of the nose; the bar over which the 
strings are stretched in a violin, etc. 
v.t. To span or cross with a bridge, 
bridge (2) [?], n. A card game resembling 
whist, auction-bridge, n. A develop¬ 
ment of bridge. 

bridle (brldl) [A.-S. brldel], n. A head- 
stall and bit for a horse; a curb, check, 
restraint, v.t. To put a bridle on; to 
control with a bridle; to hold in, check. 
v.i. To hold up the head in pride, scorn, 
or resentment (with up), bridle-hand, 
n. The left hand, which holds the reins, 
bridle-path, n. A horse-track, 
brief (bref) [O.F. bref] t a. Short in dura¬ 
tion; concise; curt. n. A papal letter; 
a summary given to counsel in charge of 
a case. v.t. To instruct or retain (a 
barrister) by brief, briefless, o. Having 
no briefs; without clients, 
brier (brl'6r) [A.-S. brer , F. bruytre, 
heath], n. A thorny or prickly shrub, 
esp. of a wild rose; the white or tree 
heath, Erica arborea ; a tobacco-pipe 
made from its root. 

brig (brig) [BRIGANTINE], n. A square- 
rigged vessel with two masts, 
brigade (bri-gad 7 ) [It. brigata , a troop], 
n. A large subdivision of an army, 
brigadier (brig-4-der 7 ), n. An officer in 
command of a brigade, 
brigand (brig'and) [F.], n. A robber, 
bandit, outlaw. 

brigantine (brig'&n-ten) [It. brigantino , 
a pirate-ship], n. A two-masted vessel 
brig-rigged on the foremast and schooner- 
rigged on the mainmast, 
bright (brit) [A.-S. beorht], a. Emitting 
or reflecting abundance of ight; shining; 
cheerful, sanguine, clever, adv. Brightly, 
brighten vjt. To make bright, v.i. 


To become bright; ( weather ) to clear up. 
brightly, adv. brightness, n. 
brill (bril) [?], n. A sea-fish, 
brilliant (bril'y&nt) [F. brillant , shining], 
a. Shining, sparkling; distinguished; 
clever and successful, n. A diamond of 
the finest cut; the smallest type, bril¬ 
liance, brilliancy, n. brilliantly, adv. 
brim (brim) [?], n. The upper edge of a 
vessel, body of water, etc.; the rim of a 
hat. 

brimstone (brim'ston) [M.E. bren t to 
burn, STONE], n. Sulphur, 
brindled (brindld) [?], a. Tawny, 
streaked with bars of darker hue. 
brine (brin) [A.-S. bryne\ n. Water 
strongly impregnated with salt, briny, a. 
bring (bring) [A.-S. bringan ], v.t. To 
cause to come with oneself; to carry, 
conduct, prevail upon, influence, persuade, 
brink (brink) [Scand.l, n. The edge of a 
precipice, pit, etc.; the margin of water, 
briquette (bri-ket 7 ) [F.], n. A block of 
compressed coaldust. 

brisk (brisk) [?], a. Lively, animated; 

stimulating, bracing, briskly, adv. 
brisket (bris 7 k6t) [?], n. That part of the 
breast next to the ribs; a joint of meat, 
bristle (brisl) [A.-S. byrsi] y n. A short, 
stiff, coarse hair, particularly of swine; 
a stiff hair on plants, v.i. To stand erect 
(as hair); to show defiance, etc.; to be 
thickly beset (with difficulties, dangers, 
etc.), bristly, a. 

Britain (brit'an) [Celtic Britto , Brython t 
name of the people], n. England, Wales, 
and Scotland. Britannia (bri-t&n 7 ya), 
n. Britain personified. Britannia 
metal, n. A white alloy of tin, copper, 
and antimony. British, a. Briton 
(brit 7 6n), n. A native of Britain, 
brittle (britl) [A.-S. brSotan , to break], a. 

Liable to be broken, fragile, 
broach (broch) [F. broche, a spit], n. A 
roasting-spit ; a mason’s chisel, a boring- 
bit. v.t. To pierce (as a cask), so as to- 
allow liquor to flow; to make public, 
broad (brawd) [A.-S. fcrdd], a. Wide, 
extended across; extensive; of wide range; 
tolerant, liberal; rustic, coarse; free in 
style or effect, n. A freshwater lake, formed 
by the broadening of a river, adv. In 
breadth; broadly, widely, broadcast, 
a. Scattered by the hand (as 6eed); 
(fig.) widely disseminated, n. Broadcast 
sowing. adv. By scattering widely. 
v.t. To disseminate widely, esp. by wire¬ 
less. broaden, v.i. To become broader, 
to spread, v.t. To make broader, broad¬ 
ness, n. Coarseness, indelicacy, broad¬ 
sheet, n. A large sheet printed on one 
side only, broadside, n. The side of a 
ship above the water; a volley from all 
the guns on one side of a ship of war; a 
broadsheet, broadsword, n. A cutting 
sword with a broad blade, 
brocade (br5-kad 7 ) [Sp. brocado], n. Silken 
stuff with raised figures, 
broccoli (brok'6-li) [It broccolo , a sprout]* 
n. A variety of cauliflower. 
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brochure (bro-shoor 7 ) [F.], n. A pam¬ 
phlet. 

brock (brok) [A.-S. broc], n. A badger, 
brogue (brog) [Ir. brog, shoe], n. A rough 
shoe of untanned leather; dialectal pro¬ 
nunciation, esp. Irish. 

broil (1) (broil) [It. broglio, confusion], 
n. A tumult, disturbance, contention, 
broil (2) (broil) [?], v.t. To cook on a 
gridiron, v.t. To be very hot; to be 
subjected to heat. 

broken (brS'ken) [p.p., break], a. In 
pieces; crushed, humbled; violated; 
interrupted, ejaculatory; bankrupt, 
ruined. broken-down, a. Decayed; 
worn-out; ruined. 

broker (bro'k6r) [M.E. and A.-F. brocour ], 
n. An agent, factor, middleman; one 
licensed to appraise and sell distrained 
goods, brokerage, n. 
bromine (bro'min, -min), [Gr. brOmos , a 
stench], n. A non-metallic element with 
a strong, irritating odour, bromide, n. 
A combination of bromine with a metal 
or a radical. 

bronchi, bronchia (brong'kl, -ki-a) [L., 
from Gr. bronchos, bronchia ], n.pl. The 
main divisions of the windpipe, bron¬ 
chial, a. bronchi'tis, n. Inflammation 
of the bronchia. 

bronze (bronz) [L. Brundusxnium, made at 
Brindisi], n. A brown alloy of copper 
and tin, with a little zinc or lead; a brown 
colour; a work of art in bronze, v.t. To 
give a bronze-like appearance to; to 
brown. v.i. To become brown or 
tanned. 

brooch (broch) [broach], n. An orna¬ 
mental clasp with a pin, for fastening, 
brood (brood) [A.-S. brOd ], n. Birds 
hatched at one time; offspring; lineage; 
(contemp.) a swarm, crowd, v.i. To 
sit on eggs; to hang close over (as clouds); 
to meditate moodily, broody, a. 
brook (1) (bruk) [A.-S. brOc], n. A small 
stream. 

brook (2) (bruk) [A.-S. brdcan], v.t. To 
endure, support, put up with, 
broom (broom) [A.-S. brOm], n. A shrub 
with yellow flowers; a besom for sweeping, 
orig. made of broom, v.t. To sweep with 
a broom, broomstick, n. 
broth (broth) [A.-S.], n. The liquor in 
which meat, etc., has been boiled, 
brother (brd*/t 7 6r) [A.-S. brOthor ], n. {pi. 
brothers, brethren). A son of the same 
parents; one of the same community, 
city, church, order, profession, etc.; a 
fellow-man. brother-in-law, n. The 
brother of one’s husband or wife, one’s 
sister’s husband, brotherhood, n. The 
relationship of a brother; an association 
for mutual service, brotherly, a. Be¬ 
coming to a brother; fraternal, adv. 
Fraternally. 

brougham (broom) [Lord Brougham, 
1778-1868], n. A four-wheeled, one- 
horsed carriage. 

brow (brou) [A.-S. fcrfi], n. The ridge 
over the eye; the forehead; the edge or 


top of a hill, brow-beat, v.t. To bear 
down arrogantly; to bully, 
brown (broun) [A.-S.], a. Of a dusky 
colour tinged with red; dusky, dark, 
n. A colour produced by a mixture of 
red, black, and yellow, brown study, «. 
Reverie, day-dream. 

brownie (brou'ni) [BROWN], n. A bene¬ 
volent domestic spirit, 
browse (brouz) [F.], v.t. To nibble; (Jig.) 
to read in a desultory way. 

Bruin (broo'in) [Dut., brown], n. A bear, 
bruise (brooz) [A.-S. brysan ], v.t. To 
injure, discolour, by a blow from something 
blunt and heavy without breaking skin 
or bone; to pound, grind up. n. An 
inj ury caused thus; a contusion, bruiser, 
n. A prize-fighter. 

bruit (broot) [F., noise], n. Noise, tumult, 
report, v.t. To rumour, noise abroad, 
brunette (broo-net 7 ) [F.], n. A darkish 
woman, a. Brown-haired, 
brunt (brunt) [ ?], n. The shock or stress 
of an attack, danger, or crisis, 
brush (brush) [O.F. brossel^n. (Am. and 
Austral.) Brushwood; an instrument 
for sweeping or scrubbing, white-washing, 
painting, smoothing the hair, etc.; a 
bushy tail, as of a fox; a skirmish, v.t. 
To sweep or scrub with a brush; to 
remove by brushing; to touch lightly, as 
in passing, v.i. To move with a sweeping 
motion; to pass lightly over, brush¬ 
wood, n. A thicket, underwood; lop¬ 
pings. brushy, a. Rough, shaggy, 
brusque (brusk) [F.], a. Rough, uncere¬ 
monious. brusqueness, n. 
brute (broot) [L. brlltus , stupid], n. An 
irrational animal; a beast; a brutal 
person; the animal nature in man. 

brutal, a. Resembling a brute; savage, 
unrefined, sensual, brutality, n. bru 7 - 
talize, v.t. To render brutal, brutish, 
a. Like a brute; bestial, 
bryony (bri 7 6-ni) [L.], n. A climbing 
plant. 

bubble (bubl) [imit.], n. A vesicle of liquid 
filled with air or other gas; a cavity in 
ice, glass, etc.; a cheat, fraud, swindling 
project, v.i. To rise in bubbles; to 
make a noise like bubbling water, 
buccaneer (buk-4-ner 7 ) [F. boucanier ], n. 
A pirate, filibuster, v.t. To act the part 
of a buccaneer. 

buck (biik) [A.-S. bucc], n. The male 
of the fallow-deer, goat, etc.; a gay, 
dashing young fellow, v.i. To buck- 
jump. buck-hound, n. A small variety 
of the staghound. buck-jumper, n. 
A horse given to jumping with the feet 
drawn together and the back arched, 
bucket (biik 7 et) [?], n. A vessel with 
a handle for drawing or carrying liquids; 
as much as a bucket will hold, 
buckle (bfikl) [O.F. bode], n. A link of 
metal for fastening straps, etc.; a twist; 
the state of being twisted, v.t. To 
fasten with a buckle; to bend, twist; to 
prepare (oneself) resolutely, v.t. To be 
put out of shape. 
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ouckler (buk'ter) [O.P. bucler ], n. A 
small round shield. 

buckram (buk'ram) [O.P. boucaran ], n. 
Strong, coarse linen cloth, stiffened with 
gum. a. Made of buckram; starched, 
stiff, precise. 

buckwheat (buk'hwet) [ beechwheat , from 
shape of seeds], n. A cereal plant, 
bucolic (bfi-kol'ik) [Or. boukolos , herds¬ 
man], a. Pastoral, rustic, 
bud (bfid) [?], n. The germ of a branch, 
flower or leaf; something undeveloped. 
v.i. To put forth buds; begin to grow. 
Buddha (bud'&) [Sansk. buddha, enlight¬ 
ened], to. Gautama, the founder of 
Buddhism. Buddhism, n. The re¬ 
ligious system founded in India in the 
5th cent. B.C. Buddhist, to. A follower 
of Buddha. a. Connected with Buddhism, 
budge (bhj) [F. bouger , to stir], v.i. To 
move from one’s place, v.t. To cause 
(something heavy) to move, 
budget (buj'6t) [F. bougette\ to. A small 
leather bag or its contents; a bundle, 
collection of news; an estimate of receipts 
and expenditure, v.i. To prepare an 
estimate (for). 

buff (buf) [F. buffle , buffalo], to. Soft 
leather prepared from buffalo hide or 
other skin; the colour of this, light yellow; 
the bare skin. 

buffalo (buf'a-lo) [Gr. boubalos'], to. A 
wild ox; the American bison, 
buffer (buf'6r) [O.F. buffe , a blow], n. An 
apparatus for counteracting the effect 
of a concussion; a fellow, 
buffet (1) (bfif'^t) [O.F. bufei], to. A blow, 
a cuff; a disaster, misfortune, v.t. To 
strike with the hand; to contend with, 
buffet (2) (buf'6t) [F.], w. A cupboard 
or sideboard; (buf'ft) a refreshment 

bar. 

buffoon (buf-oon') [F. bouffon], n. One 
who indulges in low jests, buffoonery, to. 
bug (bug) [?], to. A blood-sucking, evil¬ 
smelling insect. 

bugbear (bug'bar) [W. bug, a ghost], 
to. A hobgoblin; an imaginary object 
of terror. 

buggy (bfig'i) [?], n. A light, four- 
wheeled single-seated vehicle, 
bugle (bugl) [O.F. bugle , a wild ox], n. 
A hunting-horn, orig. of horn; a small 
trumpet for military signals; a slender 
glass bead, bugler, n. 
buhl (bool) [Andr6 Buhl (d. 1732)], n. 

Inlay work of brass, tortoiseshell, etc. 
build (bild) [A.-S. bold , a house], v.t. (past 
and p.p. built). To construct, make by 
putting together parts and materials; 
to establish, v.i. To erect a building; 
make a nest. n. Mode of construction; 
shape, figure, builder, n. building, n. 
bulb (b&lb) [Gr. bolbos, onion], n. A sub¬ 
terranean bud sending roots below and 
leaves above; a spherical swelling, bulb¬ 
ous (bul'bus), a. Bulb-shaped, 
bulbul (bul'bul) [Pers.], n. An Eastern 
bird of the thrush family; a singer, a poet, 
bulge (bfilj) [O.F. boulge ], n. The protu¬ 


berant part of a cask; a swelling, v.i. 
To swell irregularly, be protuberant, 
bulk (bulk) [led. bulki, a heap], n. Mag¬ 
nitude of three dimensions; the main mass. 
v.i. To appear relat.vei ' big; to amount, 
bulkv. a. Larae. 

bulkhead (bfilk'hed) [?], n. An upright 
partition dividing a ship into compart¬ 
ments. 

bull (1) (bul) [A.-S. bule, bellan , to bellow], 
n. The uncastrated male of cattle, 
applied also to the male of the elephant, 
whale, etc.; ( Stock Exchange) one who 

speculates for a rise (cp. bear); a bull’s- 
eye. v.t. To speculate for or produce 
a rise in (stocks, etc.), bulldog, n. A 
powerful breed of dog. bullfinch, n. 
An English song-bird with handsome 
plumage, bull’s-eye, n. The centre of 
a target; a sweetmeat; a lantern with a 
hemispherical lens. 

bull (2) (bul) [L. bulla , a seal], n. A leaden 
seal appended to a Papal edict; the 
edict. 

bull (3) (bul) [?], ». A ludicrous con¬ 
tradiction in terms. 

bullet (bul'6t) [F. boulette ], n. A ball or 
cone of lead used in small fire-arms, 
bulletin (bul'6-tin) [It. bulletino ], n. An 
official report. 

bullion (bul'ydn) [F.], n. Uncoined gold 
and silver. 

bullock (bul'6k) [A.-S. bulluc], n. A 

castrated ox. 

bully (bull) [?], n. A blustering fellow; 
a cowardly tyrant, swashbuckler, hired 
ruffian, v.t. To treat in a tyrannical 
manner. 

bulrush (bul'rush) [ ?], n. A tall rush with 
a brown head, growing in water, 
bulwark (bul'w&rk) [Dut. bolwrrk], n. A 
rampart or fortification; shelter, pro¬ 
tection; the sides of a ship which rise 
above the upper deck. 
bumble-bee (bumbl’bS) [imit., BEE], n. 
A large bee. 

bump (bump) [onomat.], n. A dull, 
heavy blow; a swelling; a touch in a 
bumping-race. v.t. To cause to strike 
forcibly or hurt by striking against some¬ 
thing; to hit (against), v.i. To strike 
heavily; to collide, bumper, n. A glass 
filled to the brim, bumpy, a. Full of 
lumps; uneven. 

bumpkin (bump'kin) [?], n. A country 
lout; a clumsy, thickheaded fellow, 
bumptious (bfimp'shfis) [BUMP], a. 
Self-assertive. 

bun (bfin) [?], n. A small sweet cake; 

a ball of hair at the back of the head, 
bunch (bunch) [?], n. A cluster, tuft, 
lot, collection, v.t. To tie up or form 
into a bunch, v.i. To grow into a cluster, 
buncombe (bung'kum) [ Buncombe , N. 

Carolina], n. Political clap-trap, 
bundle (bundH [O.Teut. bindan, to BIND], 
a. Things bound together; a package, 
parcel; a group of characteristics, 
bung (bung) [L. puncta> an orifice], ». 
A large cork stopper for a bung-hole. 
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v.t. To stop with a bung, bung-bole, n. 
The hole through which a cask is Ailed, 
bungalow (b&ng'gA-ld) [Hind. bdngld, of 
Bengal], n. A lightly-built one-storied 
house. 

bungle (bungl) [?], v.t. To botch; to 
manage clumsily, v.i. To act clumsily 
or awkwardly, n. Botching; mismanage¬ 
ment. bungler, n. bungling, a. 
bunion (bun'ydn) [?], n. A swelling on 
the joint of the great toe. 
bunk (bunk) [?], n. A recess serving for 
a bed; a sleeping-berth, 
bunker (bung'ker) [?], n. (Navi.) a coal- 
bin ; an obstruction on a golf-course, 
bunny (bfin'i) [?], n. A childish name for 
a rabbit. 

bunting (bQn'ting) [?], n. A group of 
birds allied to the larks; stuff of which 
flags are made; a flag, 
buoy (boi) [O.F. boie], n. An anchored 
float indicating shoals, etc. ; a float to 
sustain a person in the water, v.t. To 
mark with a buoy, buoy'ancy, n. 
Ability to float; power of resisting or 
recovering from depression; lighthearted¬ 
ness. buoy'ant, a. 

bur, burr (ber) [M.E.], n. The prickly 
envelope of the burdock; the husk of the 
chestnut. 

burden, burthen (b5r'd6n, -tlik n) [A.-S. 
byrthen ,] n. Something borne or carried; 
a load; the gist of a composition; ton¬ 
nage; a refrain, v.t. To load; to 
oppress, encumber, burdensome, a. 
Hard to bear, grievous, 
burdock (bSr'dok) (BURR], n. A coarse 
plant with prickly flower-heads, 
bureau (bu-ro') [F.], n. (pi. -eaux). ▲ 
writing-table with drawers; an office, 
Government department, 
bureaucracy (bu-rok'rasi) [aa prec., 
-CRACY], n. Government by officials; 
centralization of government; officialism, 
bureaucrat'lc, a. 

burgee (bSr-je) [?], ». A swallow-tailed 
flag. 

burgess (b6r'j6s) [bourgeois], n. A 
citizen possessing full municipal rights, 
burgher (b6r'g6r), n. A citizen, burgess, 
burglar (berg'l&r) [Ang.-Lat. bv.rqla.tor ], 
n. One who breaks into a house to thieve, 
burglarious (-lar'i-us), a. burglary, ». 
burgle, v. To commit burglary, 
burgomaster (bSr'go-mas-tSr) [Dut.], ». 

A chief magistrate in Holland or Flanders, 
burial (ber'i-al) [A.-S. byrgels , a tomb], n. 

The act of burying; a funeral, 
burin (bur'in) [F.], n. The cutting-tool 
for engraving on copper, 
burke (berk) [pers. name], v.t. To smother, 
hush up. 

burlesque (bfir-lesk') [F.], a. Mock- 
serious or mock-heroic, n. Mockery, 
grotesque imitation, v.t. To travesty, 
burly (ber'li) [M.E. burliche ], o. Stout, 
lusty, corpulent, burliness, n. 
burn (1) (bern) [A.-S. bazrnari], v.t. ( past 
and p.p. burnt, burned). To consume, 
or injure by fire; to treat with heat; to 


corrode, eat into, cauterize, v.i. To be 
on fire; to shine, glow, to rage, be Inflamed, 
n. The effect of burning; a burnt place, 
burner, n. That part of » lamp, etc., 
from which the flame issues, burning, a. 
burn (2) fA.-S. burna ], n. A brook, 
burnish (bAr'nisb) [O.F, bruni-, to brown], 
v.t. To polish, osp. by rubbing, n. 
Gloss, lacquer, burnisher, n. 
burr (ber) [ ?], «. A bur; the rough edge 
left on metal after punching, etc. v.t. 
To pronoun*-*# with • rough sounding of 
the r. 

burrow (bur'<5> [?], n. A hcU made by 
rabbits, foxes, eio., for a dwelling-place. 
v.i . To excavate a burrow, 
bursar (bur'*£r) [L. bursa, purse], n. A 
treasurer of a college; one who holds a 
bursary, bursary, n. An exhibition in 
a Scottish University, 
burst (beret) [A.-8. berstan], v4. To break 
or reud asunder with suddenness and 
violence, v.i. To be broken suddenly 
from within; to rush forth with force, n. 
A sudden and violent breaking forth, 
bury (ber'i) [A.-S. byrgan], v.t. To inter, 
to consign to the gr»r» or to obscurity, 
busby (buz'bi) [?], ». The tall cap 
by Hussars, Artffi^rymeu, and the Royal 
Eugineers. 

bush (bush) [leel. f»v.«fcr], n. A thick 
shrub; e thicket; uncleared land, bush- 
man, n. Aborigines living in Cape 
Colony; one who Lives in the Australian 
bush, bushranger, n. One who has 
taken to the bush as a highwayman, 
bushy, o. Abounding with bushes, 
bushel (bushl) [O.F. boisset], n. A dry 
measure of capacity (8 gala.), 
business (biz'n£s) [A.-S. bisignes*], n. 
Trade, profession; duty, concern; bar¬ 
gaining; s particular matter demanding 
attention; a commercial establishment, 
busk (busk) [M.F. busque], n. A stiffening 
bone or plate in a corset, 
buskin (bus'kin) [O.F. bousequiri], ». A 
boot reaching nearly to the knee worn by 
actor* in Athenian tragedy, 
bust (bust) [F. busle ], n. The head, 
shoulders, and breast of s person sculp¬ 
tured; the upper front part of the 
body. 

bustard (bfis'tArd) [L. avis tarda , slow 
bird], n. A large bird allied to the plovers 
and the cranes. 

bustle (bfisl) [?], n. Activity with noise 
and excitement; stir, fuss; a pad worn 
by women below the dress at the back. 
v.i. To make a show activity, v.t. 
To hurry, to cause to work hard, 
busy (biz'i) [A.-8. bysig], a. Fully occu¬ 
pied; closely engaged, diligent; officious, 
meddlesome, v.r. To occupy oneself, 
busybody, n. An officious meddler, 
but (bfit) [A.-S. butan], prep. Except, 
barring, conj. Yet still; except that; 
nevertheless, however, adv. Only, 
butcher (buch'er) [O.F. bochier ], n. One 
who slaughters and sells the flesh of 
domestic animals for food. vJ. To put 
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to death In a wanton or sanguinary fashion, 
butchery, n. 

butler (bdt'ler) [O.F. botUetUier], n. A 
servant in charge of the wine, etc. 
butt (1) (bht; f ?], n. The binder or blunter 
end of a tool, weapon, etc.; the »quare 
end of a piece of timber, 
butt (2) [O.F. boute , a cask], n. A large 
cask; 126 galls, of wine, or 108 galls, of 
beer. 

butt (1) [F. but, a goal], n. A target; the 
mound behind targets, the shelter for the 
marker; (pi.) a shooting-range; an object 
for ridicule, etc. 

butt (4) [O.F. boter, to push], v.t. To strike, 
thrust, or push with the head, 
butter (but'er) [A.-S. butcre ], n. The fatty 
portion of milk solidified by churning. v.t. 
To spread with butter; (fig.) to flatter 
grossly. buttercup, n. The yellow- 
flowered ranunculus, butterfly, n. An 
insect with erect wings and knobbed 
antenna; a giddy or fickle person, 
buttery (bfitV-i) [O.F. bouteillerie, but¬ 
ler y], n. A room in which liquor and 
provisions are kept. 

buttock (b&t'6k) [butt (1), -OCR], n. One 
of the protuberant parts of the rump, 
button (bfit'on) [O.F. boton ], ». A disk 
used for fastening or ornamenting the 
dress; a small bud; a small fastener, catch, 
etc.; a knob actuating electrical apparatus. 
v.t. To fasten, furnish, or secure with 
buttons, buttonhole, n. A slit to admit 
a button; a small bouquet for the button¬ 
hole of a coat. 

buttress (bfit'rds) [?], n. A structure built 
against a wall to strengthen it. 
buxom (biik'sdm) [A.-S. bUgan , to bend], a. 
Plump and comely. 

buy (bl) [A.-S. bycgan ], vU. To purchase; 
to procure by means of money; to gain 
by bribery, buyer, n. 
buzz (buz) [onomat.], n. A hum like that 
of a bee; a confused noise; bustle; 
rumour, v.t. To make a noise like hum¬ 
ming or whirring, v.t. To spread abroad 
secretly, buzz-saw, n. A circular saw. 
buzzard (bfiz'ard) [O.F. busard], n. A 
kind of falcon. 

by (bl) [A.-S.], prep. Near, at, beside, via; 
through (as author, cause); during, not 
later than; concerning, adv. Near at 
hand; in reserve; past. a. Side, second¬ 
ary; private, secret, by-election, n. 
An election caused by the death or resigna¬ 
tion of a member. bygone, a. Past. n. 
A past event; (pi.) the past; past injuries, 
by-lane, n. A lane lying off the main 
road, by-law, n. A statute made by a 
local authority; rules adopted by a society, 
by-pass, n. A pipe passing round a tap 
or valve, bypath, n. A private or 
unfrequented path, by-play, n. Action 
carried on aside, while the main action is 
proceeding, by-product, n. A second¬ 
ary product, by-road, n. A road little 
frequented, bystander, n. An onlooker, 
eye-witness, by-street, n. An out-of- 
the-way or unfrequented street, byword. 


». A common saying; an object of general 
cuutempt. 

bye (bi) [BY], n. ( Cricket) A run scored 
when the ball passes the batsman; (Golf) 
boles left over and played as a new game; 
a goal at lacrosse; an odd man after pairs 
have been drawn. [For compounds see 
BY.] 

byre (blr) [A.-S., a hut], a. A cow-house. 

Byzantine (bi-zan'tin) [L. Byzantinus], a. 
Pertaining to Byzantium (Constantinople). 


C 

cab (k&b) [short for F. cabriolet], n. A 
public vehicle drawn by one horse; the 
covered part of a locomotive, 
cabal (kA-baT) [cabbala], n. A small body 
of persona closely united for some secret 
purpose; a clique, v.i. To intrigue 
secretly. 

cabbage (k&b'aj) [F. caboche, great head], 
». The plain-leaved, hearted varieties of 
Brassica oleracea. 

cabbala (k&b'A-la) [Heb. qabbdlah, tradi¬ 
tion], n. An exposition of the Pentateuch; 
mystic or esoteric doctrine, cabbalism, 
n. Occult doctrine, cabbalist, n. cab- 
balis'tic, a. Mysterious, occult, 
cabin (k&b'in) [F. cabane], n. A hut, 
temporary shelter; a room or compart¬ 
ment in a ship. v.t. To coop in. 
cabinet (k&b'i-n6t) [dim. of CABIN], n. A 
small room; a piece of furniture in which 
to keep curiosities, etc.; a council, council 
chamber; a committee of the principal 
members of the British Government, 
cable (kabl) [L. caplum ], n. A strong 
rope; the rope or chain to which an anchor 
is fastened; a line for submarine tele¬ 
graphs. v.t. To send (a message) by 
cable, cablegram, «. A message by 
submarine cable. 

caboose (kA-boos') [?], n. The cook’s 

galley. 

cache (k&sh) [F., cachet , to hide], n. A 
hole in the ground in which provisions, 
ammunition, etc., are hidden, 
cacbinnation (kSk-in-a'shtin) [L. cachin’ 
nare ], n. Loud or immoderate laughter, 
cackle (k&kl) [M.E. kakelen], n. The sound 
made by a hen; idle chatter, v.i. To 
make a noise like a hen after laying an 
egg; to chatter in a silly manner, 
caco- [Gr. kako -, evil, bad], comb. form. 

(Path.) Bad, malformed, evil to the senses. 
caccethes (kak-6-e'thez) [Gr. kakoethes, evil 
habit], n. A bad habit; irresistible pro¬ 
pensity. 

cacophony (ka-kof'6-ni) [Gr. kakophOnos , 
harsh-sounding], n. A rough, discordant 
style, cacophonous, a. Harsh-sound¬ 
ing, discordant. 

cactus (kak'tus) [Gr. kaktos], n. A suc¬ 
culent spiny plant. 

cad (kid) [short for CADET], n. A low, 
vulgar, ill-mannered fellow, caddish, a. 
cadaverous (ka-d&v'er-us) [I., cadaver , a 
corpse], a. Corpse-like; deathly pale. 
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caddie (k&d'i) [CADET], ». (Sc.) A lad or 

man attending on a golfer, 
caddis (kad'is) [?], n. The larva of the 
may-fly, etc. 

caddy (k&d'i) [Malay kati , a weight of 
1$ lb.], n. A small box in which tea is 
kept. 

cade (kad) [Gr. kados , a pail, cask], n. A 
barrel of 600 herrings or 1000 sprats, 
cadence (k&'d6ns) [L. cadere , to fall], n. 
The sinking of the voice at the end of a sen¬ 
tence; modulation, intonation; rhythm. 
v.t. To put into rhythmical measure, 
cadet (ka-det') [Prov. capdet ], n. A 
younger son, younger branch of a family; 
a pupil in a military or naval academy, 
cadge (k&j) [?], v.t. To get by begging, 
cadger, n. One who cadges; a huckster, 
hawker; a beggar. 

cadi (k&'di) [Arab, qadi], n. A judge in 
Oriental countries. 

caduceus (ka-du's6-us) [L.], n. The 
winged staff of Mercury, 
csesura (se-zu'ra) [L., coesere , to cut], n. 
A pause about the middle of a line of 
poetry. 

cafe (k&f'&) [F., coffee], n. A coffee-house; 
restaurant, caffeine (kaf'6-In), n. A 
vegetable alkaloid derived from the coffee 
and tea plants. 

cage (k&j) [L. cavus , hollow], n. An 
enclosure wholly or partly of wire, wicker¬ 
work, or iron bars, etc.; a prison; the lift 
used in mines, v.t. To confine, 
cairn (karn) [Gael.], n. A pyramidal heap 
of stones, as a grave-mound, landmark, etc. 
cairngorm (karn-gbrm) [Gael.], n. A 
brownish rock crystal from the Cairngorm 
mountains, Scotland. 

caisson (k&s'bn, k&-soon') [F.], n. An 
ammunition-chest; a water-tight chamber 
used in laying foundations under water or 
for raising sunken vessels, 
caitiff (ka'tif) [L. captious , CAPTIVE], n. 
A despicable, cow’ardly fellow, o. Cow¬ 
ardly, base. 

cajole (ka-joF) [F.], v.t. To beguile by 
flattery; to wheedle, coax, cajolement, 
cajolery, n. 

cake (k&k) [Icel. kaka ], n. A composition 
of flour, butter, sugar, etc., baked; a flat 
mass of food or any solidified or compressed 
substance, v.t. To make into a cake. 
v.i. To assume a cake-like form, 
calabash (k&l'a-b&sh) [Sp. calabaza ], n. A 
gourd or pumpkin; its dried shell, 
calamity (ka-l&m'i-ti) [L. calamitas], n. 
Extreme misfortune, disaster, calamitous, 
a. Causing or characterized by great 
distress or unhappiness, 
calc- [G. kalk , L. calx -««], comb. form. 
(Qeol .) Lime, calc-spar, n. Calcareous 
spar. 

calcareous (k&l-kar'i-us) [L.], a. Of the 
nature of lime or limestone, 
calceolaria (kal-se-6-lar'i-a) [L. calceolus , 
dim. of calceusy a shoe], n. Slipperwort, 
% plant with slipper-like flowers, 
calcine (kal'sin) [L. calcinare ], v.t. To 
reduce to quick-lime or powder by heat; 


to desiccate by heat; to burn to ashes. 
v.i. To undergo calcination, calcina'- 
tion, n. 

calcium, n. The metallic base of lime, 
calculate (k&l'ku-iat) [L. calculare ], v.t. 
To reckon up, estimate; to ascertain by 
mathematical process; to adjust, to 
arrange, v.i. To reckon, form an esti¬ 
mate; to rely (upon), calculated, a. 
Pre-arranged; cold-blooded; well adapted 
(to), calculable, a. That may be 
calculated, calculation, n. The act 
of reckoning or computing; the result 
of this; estimate, inference, calculator, 
n. A person or mechanical contrivance 
that calculates; tables for use in calculat¬ 
ing. 

calculus (k&l'ku-lfis) [L., a pebble], n. 
(pi. -li) A stony, morbid concretion 
formed in various organs of the body; 
(Math.) a method of calculation. 
Caledonian (k&l-6-do'ni-an) [L. CalSdonia , 
N. Britain], a. (poet.) Pertaining to 
Scotland, n. A Scotsman, 
calefactory (k&li-fak'tori) [L. calSre , to be 
warm, facere , to make], a. Producing or 
communicating heat. 

calendar (kal'en-d&r) [L. calendarium , an 
account-book], n. A register of the 
months, weeks, and days of the year; an 
almanac; a chronological catalogue of 
documents with digests of the contents, 
calender (k&l'6n-d6r) [L. cylindrus, roller], 
n. A rolling-machine for making cloth 
or paper glossy, v.t. To glaze by passing 
between rollers. 

calends (k&l'endz) [L.], n. The first day 
of any month in the old Roman calendar, 
calf (1) (kaf) [A.-S. cealf ], n. (pi. calves) 
The young of the cow, and of some large 
animals, as of the elephant, whale, etc.; 
leather from calfskin. 

calf (2) (kaf) [Icel. kdlfi], n. (pi. calves) 
The thick fleshy part of the leg behind, 
calibre (k&l'i-b&r) [F. calibre ], n. The 
internal diameter of the bore of a gun. 
calico (k&l'i-ko) [ Calicut , Malabar], n. 

White or unbleached cotton cloth, 
caliph (k&'lif) [Arab, hhalifah , successor], 
n. The chief ruler in Mohammedan 
countries, the successor of Mohammed, 
caliphate (k&l'i-fat), n. The office, 
dignity, or dominion of a caliph, 
calkin (kal'kin) [L. calcaneum , heel], n. A 
projection on a horseshoe to prevent slipping, 
call (kawl) [Icel. kalla ], v.t. To name, to 
designate, describe as; to summon, to 
cite, invoke; to rouse from sleep, v.i. 
To cry aloud, shout; to pay a short visit, 
n. A loud cry; a supplication; the cry 
of an animal or bird; a short visit; an 
invitation, summons, a signal on a bugle, 
etc.; justification, occasion, call-boy, 
n. A boy who calls actors for the stage, 
calling, n. Habitual occupation; a 
vocation; a solemn summons to duty, etc. 
calligraphy (ka-lig'ra-fi) [Gr. kallos , beauty, 
-GRAPHY], n. The art of beautiful hand¬ 
writing. 

callipers (k&l'i-pSrz) Icalibre-compassu], 
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n.pl. Compasses for measuring convex 
bodies or calibres. 

callisthenics (k&l-is-then'iks) [Gt. hallos , 
beauty, sthenos , strength], n.pl. Gym¬ 
nastics (esp. for girls) productive of 
strength and grace. 

callous (k&l'fls) [L. callbsus, hard], a. 
Hardened, indurated; unfeeling, callos'- 
lty, n. 

callow (k&l'fi) [A.-S. calu , bald], a. Un¬ 
fledged, downy; inexperienced, 
calm (kam) [F. calme ], o. Quiet, serene; 
tranquil, n. The state of being calm; 
absence of wind. v.t. To still, to soothe. 
v.i. To become calm, calmative, a. 
Tending to calm. n. ( Med .) A sedative, 
calmly, adv. calmness, n. 
calomel (k&l'd-mel) [F.], n. Mercurous 
chloride, an active purgative, 
caloric (ka-lor'ik) [L. color , heat], n. The 
supposed cause of heat; heat, calorie 
(k&l'd-ri) [F.], n. The unit of heat (i.e. 
the amount that will raise the temperature 
of 1 kilogramme of water 1*0.). calorific, 
a. Producing heat; thermal, 
calumet (kSl'u-met) [Norm. F., from L. 
calamellus , a little reed], n. The tobacco- 
pipe of N. American Indians, 
calumniate (ka-lum'ni-St) [L. calumniatus , 
falsely accused], v.t. To slander; to 
charge falsely, v.i. To utter calumnies, 
calumniation, n. The act of calum¬ 
niating. calumniator, n. calumnious, a. 
calumny (kai'um-ni) [as prec.], n. A 
malicious misrepresentation; slander, 
calve (kav) [A.-S. cealfian ], v.i. To bring 
forth a calf. 

Calvinism (k&l'vin-izm), n. The tenets 
of John Calvin (1509-64), esp. on pre¬ 
destination and election. Calvinist, n. 
Calvinis'tic, a. 

calyx (k&'liks) [Gr. kalux , cup], n. (pi. 
calyces) The whorl of leaves or sepals 
forming the outer integument of a flower, 
cam (kam) [var. of COMB], n. A device 
on a wheel, etc., conveying eccentric or 
alternating motion. 

camber (kSm'ber) [F. cambre], n. The 
condition of being slightly convex above; 
a piece of timber so bent. 

Cambrian (k&m'bri-an) [L. Cambria , 
Wales], a. Pertaining to Wales, 
cambric (kam'brik) [ Cambray ], n. A very 
fine white linen. 

camel (k&m'el) [Heb. g&m&l], n. A large, 
hornless, humpbacked ruminant used in 
Africa and the Bast as a beast of burden, 
camellia (ka-me'li-4) [G. J. Kamel , 
Eastern traveller], n. A genus of ever¬ 
green shrubs with beautiful flowers, 
camelopard (kam'el-6-pard) [Gr. kamllo- 
pardis , camel, pard], n. The giraffe, 
cameo (k&mt-o) [It. cammto\ n. A 
precious stone (or shell) with two layers 
of colours, carved in relief, 
camera (k&mtr-&) [L., vault, chamber], n. 
A private chamber, esp. of a judge; a 
dark box used in photography, 
camisole (k&m'i-sol) [F.], n. A loose 
under-bodice worn by women. 


camomile (k&m'd-mll) [Gr. chamaimelon, 
earth-apple], n. A bitter aromatic creep¬ 
ing plant. 

camouflage (ka-moo-flazh') [F., camoufler , 
to disguise], n. Disguise, esp. concealment 
of guns, camps, vehicles, et-c., by means of 
deceptive painting, coverings, etc. 
camp (k&mp) [L. campus , a field], n. The 
place where an army is lodged in tents; 
a station for training troops; temporary 
quarters of travellers, etc.; a body of 
adherents, camp-follower, n. A civi¬ 
lian who follows an army; a hanger-on. 
camp-stool, n. A folding stool, 
campaign (kSm-pan') [L. campania , a 
plain], n. The operations of an army in 
the field; analogous operations; a course 
of political propaganda, v.i. To serve 
on a campaign, campaigner, n. 
campanile (kSm'pa-ne'li) [It., see next], 

n. A bell-tower, esp. a detached one. 
campanology (k&m-p4-nol'o-ji) [L. cam - 

p&na, a bell], n. The principles of bell¬ 
ringing, founding, etc. 
campanula (kam-pan'u-la) [dim. of L. 
campdna , bell], n. A genus of plants 
with bell-shaped flowers, 
camphor (k&m'fdr) [F. camphre ], n. A 
whitish, translucent, volatile, crystalline 
gum with a peculiar odour, obtained from 
certain trees. 

campion (kam'pi-on) [ ?], n. English flower¬ 
ing plants of the genus Lychnis. 
can (1) (k&n) [A.-S. canne\ n. A metal 
vessel for holding liquid, and for preserving 
meat, fruit, fish, etc. 

can (2) [A.-S. cunnan , to knowl, auz. v. 
( negative cannot, past could, A.-S. 
ciUhe , M.E. coude ) To be able to; to be 
allowed to; to be possible to. 
canal (ka-nSl') [L. canalis ], n. An artificial 
watercourse; (Physiol.) a duct, 
canard (k&-nard') [F.], n. A hoax, false 
report. 

Canary (ka-nkr'i) [the islands off the west 
coast of Africa], n. A light sweet wine 
made there; a well-known cage-bird. 

o. Bright yellow. 

cancel (k&n's61) [L. cancelldre , cancelli , 
cross-bars], v.t. To obliterate, annul, 
revoke, neutralize, cancellation, n. 
cancer (kan'sdr) [L. cancer , a crab], n. 
The 4th of the 12 signs of the zodiac; 
a malignant spreading growth; (fig.) a 
vice of a spreading kind, cancered, 
cancerous, a. 

candelabrum (k&n-dA-l&'bnlm) [candle], 
n. An ornamental branched candlestick, 
candid (k&n'did) [L. candidus , white], a. 

Frank, sincere, open, 
candidate (k&n'di-dat) [L. candidfitus, 
white-robed], n. One w'ho seeks or is 
proposed for some office or appoint¬ 
ment. 

candle (k&ndl) [A.-S. candel (L. candSre , 
to glow)], n. A cylindrical body of tallow, 
wax, etc., with a wick, used as anilluminant. 
candlestick, n. A utensil for holding a 

candle. 

candour (k&n'dor) [L. candor , whiteness], 
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n. Candidness, openness; freedom from 
bias. 

candy (kan'di) [Arab, and Pers. qand, 
sugar], n. (Crystallized sugar. v.t. To 
preserve or coat with sugar; to crystallize. 
v.i. To become candied, candied, a. 
candytuft (k&n'di-tCLft) [ Candid J, n. A 
common herbaceous plant, 
cane (kan) [L. canna\ , n. A sleuder, 
hollow, jointed stem of the bamboo or 
other reed; the stem of a raspberry and 
other plant*. v.t. To beat with a cane, 
canine (k&n'in) [L. canis, dog], a. Per¬ 
taining to dogs; dog-like. n. One of 
the pointed teeth in each jaw between 
the incisors and the molars, 
canister (k&n'is-ter) [Or. kanastron, a 
basket], «. A metal case for holding 

too nf.p 

canker (k&ng'k^r) [CANCER], n. A cor¬ 
roding ulcer; a fungous excrescence in a 
horse’s foot; a fungus injuring fruit trees; 
anything which corrupts. «.t. To infect 
or rot with canker; to eat into like a 
canker, v.t. To become cankered, in¬ 
fected, or corrupt, cankerous, a. 
cannel f k&n'tf) [var. of CANDLE], n. A hard 
bituminous coal, burning with a bright 
flame. 

cannibal (kAn'i-bal) [Sp.], n. A human 
being or animal that feeds on its own 
kind. a. Pertaining to cannibalism; 
ravenous, bloodthirsty, cannibalism, n. 
Feeding on one’s own kind, cannibalis'- 
tic, a. 

cannon (1) (k&n'on) [F.], n. A heavy 
mounted gun. cannon-ball, n. A solid 
shot fired from a cannon, cannonade, n. 
A continued attack with artillery, v.t. 
To batter with cannon, cannoneer, n. 
A gunner, an artilleryman, 
cannon (2) [Sp. carambola ], n. ( Billiards) 
A stroke by which two balls are hit suc¬ 
cessively. v.i. To make a cannon; 
come into violent contact with, 
canny (kSn'i) [CAN (2)], a. Knowing, 
artful; cautious, to ca* canny: To go 
gently; not to work too well, 
canoe (ka-noo') [Haytian], n. A light 
boat propelled by paddles, 
canon (kin'on) [A.-S., Or. kanOn ], n. A 
rule, general law or principle; a decree of 
the Ohurch; the ring suspending a bell; 
a list of the books of Scriptures received as 
inspired; a resident member of a cathedral 
chapter, canon law, n. Ecclesiastical 
law. canonical (ka-non'ikal), a. Per¬ 
taining to canon law; included in the 
canon of Scripture; authoritative; be¬ 
longing or pertaining to a cathedral 
chapter. Canonicals, n.pl. The full robes of 
an officiating priest, canonic'ity, n. 
canonize, v.t. To enrol in the list of saints, 
canonization, n. canonry, n. The dignity, 
position, or benefice of a canon, 
canopy (k£n'6-pi) [P. canape ], n. A rich 
covering suspended over an altar, throne, 
bed, etc. v.t. To cover with or as with 
a canopy. 

cant (1) (kant) [L. cantare . to sing], n. 


The jargon of beggars, gipsies, etc.; 
slang; phraseology peculiar to any sect 
or party; hypocritical talk. v.i. To 
speak whiningly or insincerely; to talk 
cant, canting, a. Whining, hypocritical, 
cant (2) [med. L. cantue, corner], n. A 
slant, v.t. To tilt; to give a bevel to. 
v.i. To slant over. 

cantankerous (kan-t4ng'ker-us), a. Dis¬ 
agreeable, quarrelsome, crotchety, 
cantata (k&n-ta'tA) [It.], n. A poem set 
to music, with solos and choruses, 
canteen (kin-ten') [F. cantine], n. A 
place in which drink, provisions, etc., are 
sold to soldiers; a vessel used by soldiers 
for carrying water; a chest for cutlery, 
canter (k&n't^r) [short for Canterbury], n. 

An easy gallop, v.i. To ride at a canter, 
canticle (k&n'tikl) [L. canticulum], n. A 
chant, esp. a portion of Scripture appointed 
to be said or sung in churches; (pi.) the 
Song of Solomon. 

cantilever (k&n'ti-15-v£r) [?], ». A pro¬ 
jecting beam for supporting a balcony, 
etc. 

cantle (kintll [CANT (2)], n. A fragment; 

the projection at the rear of a saddle, 
canto (kan't5) [It.], n. (pi. -os) A 
principal division of a poem, 
canton (k&n-tdn) [O.F., a corner], n. A 
division of a country, esp. of Switzerland; 
(her.) » small division in the corner of a 
shield. v.t. To divide into parts; (kan- 
toon') to billet, provide with quarters, 
cantonment (k&n-toon'ment), n. A 
quarter assigned for lodging to troops; 
a permanent military station, 
canvas (k&n'vfcs) [O.North.F. canevas , Qr. 
kannabU, hemp], n. Coarse cloth made 
of hemp or flax, used for sails, tents, 
paintings, etc.; sails; a picture, 
canvass (kan'v4s) [orig, to sift through 
canvas], n. Scrutiny; the act of soliciting 
votes. v.t. To examine thoroughly; to 
solicit votes, orders, etc. canvasser, n. 
canyon (k&n'y6n) [Sp. cation, a tube], n. 

A deep ravine with precipitous sides, 
caoutchouc (kou'chook) [Carib cahuchu ], 
n. Indiarrubber. 

cap (k&p) [A.-S. cmppe], n. A brimless 
head-covering; a covering resembling 
this in form of function; the top part 
of anything; a percussion cap. v.t. 
To cover with a cap; to put a cap on; 
to confer a degree upon; to be on the 
top of; to complete, v.i. To take 
one’s cap off (to), cap-stone, n. The 
top stone; a coping. 

capable (ka'p&bl) L. cap&bilis ], a. Com¬ 
petent, able, skilful, capably, adv. 
capability, n. 

capacious (ka-p&'sbus) [L. capax -ficw], a. 
Wide, extensive; comprehensive, ca¬ 
paciously, adv. capaciousness, n. 
capacitate (ka-p&s'i-tat) [as prec.], v.t. 
To qualify; to render competent, capac¬ 
ity, n. Power of receiving, room, cubic 
extent; capability; scope, 
cap-a-pie (kap'a-pe) [O.F.], adv. From 
head to foot (armed or accoutred). 
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cape (1) [F.], n. A covering for the 
shoulders. 

cape (2) (kip) [F. cap, L. caput, head], n. 

A headland projecting into the sea. 
caper (1) (ka'per) [short for capriole], n. 

A frolicsome leap; eccentrio behaviour, 
caper (2) [Gr. kapparis], n. A pricky 
shrub; (pi.) its flower-buds, used for 
pickling. 

capercailzie (k5p-£r-k&'lyi) [Gael.], n. 

Tbe wood-grouse. 

capillary (ka-pil'A-ri) [L. capillus , hair], 
a. Kesembling a hair in tenuity; having 
a minute bore. n. A minute blood¬ 
vessel. capillarity, n. 
capital (kap'i-tal) [L. capitalis , relating to 
the head (caput, head)], a. Chief, most 
important; first-rate; punishable by 
death; initial, of larger size and dis¬ 
tinguishing shape (of letters), n. A 
capital letter; a head city, metropolis; 
a principal or fund employed in earning 
interest or profits; the head of a pillar, 
capit'alism, n. The economic system of 
employing capital to produce wealth, 
capitalist, n. One who employs capital, 
capitalize, v.t. To convert into or use 
as capital, capitalization, n. capitally, 
adv. In a capital manner; involving life, 
capitation (kap-i-ta'shim) [F., from L. 
caput, head], n. A tax, fee, or grant per 
head. 

capitulate (k4-piCu-iat) [med. L. c&pitu- 
Idre, to divide into chapters, to propose 
terms], v.i. To surrender on stipulated 
terms, capitula'tion, n. 
capon (ka'pbn) [A.-S.], n. A castrated 
cock. 

caprice (ka-pres') [F.], «. A sudden 

impulsive change of opinion or humour, 
a whim, capricious (-prish'iis), a. 
capricorn (k&p'ri-kOrn) [L. caper, goat, 
cornu , a horn], n. The zodiacal constella¬ 
tion of the Goat; tae 10th sign of the 
zodiac. 

capsicum (kip's!-ktim) [?], n. A plant 
yielding chillies and cayenne pepper, 
capsize (kip-slz') [?], v.t. To upset, to 
overturn, n. An overturn, 
capstan (kSp'st&n) [Prov. and F. cabestan), 
n. A vertical drum worked by horizontal 
levers, to wind up cables, etc. 
capsule (k&p'sul) [L. capsula , a small 
case], n. A dry seed-vessel that opens 
when ripe; a wrapper of gelatine for 
medicine, capsular, a. 
captain (k&p'tan) [O.F. capitain , chief], n. 
A leader; the commander of a company, 
troop, man-of-war, or merchant ship; the 
head of a team. v.t. To act as captain 
to. captaincy, n. 

caption (kip'shfm) [L. captio ], n. Arrest; 
the descriptive preamble of a legal 
document; the heading of a newspaper 
article. 

captious (k&p'shfis) [L. captidsus ], a. 

Quibbling, carping, captiousness, n. 
captivate (k&p'ti-vat) [L. captivatus , made 
captive], v.t. To fascinate, charm, capti- 
va'tion, n. The act of fascinating. 


captive (k&p'tiv) [L. captnus, taken], n. 
One taken prisoner, or fascinated, a. 
Held in bondage; pertaining to captivity; 
fascinated, captiv'ity, n. captor, n 
capture, n. The act of seizing; the 
person or thing bo taken, v.t. To seize 
as a prize. 

capuchin (k&p'u-shin) [It. cappuccino, a 
little cowl], n. A Franciscan; a hooded 
cloak, worn by women, 
car (kar) [O.F. carre], n. A wheeled 
vehicle; a railway or balloon carriage; 
a motor-car, tram-car. 
carafe (kA-raf') [Arab, gharafo, to draw 
water], n. A glass water-bottle, 
caramel (k&r'A-mel) [Sp. caramello], n. A 
sweetmeat. 

carapace (k&r'A-pSs) [Sp. carapacho], n. 
The upper shell of the tortoise, etc. 
carat (k&r'&t) [Arab, qirdt], n. A weight 
(about 3$ grains) used for diamonds; a 
proportional measure of one 24th part, 
used to describe the fineness of gold, 
caravan (k&r'a-vSn) [Pers. karwdn ], n. 
A company travelling together for security; 
a wagon or carriage for living in. 
caravanserai (k&r-a-van'ser-I) [Pers.], n. 
An Oriental inn with a large courtyard for 
caravans. 

caraway (kir'A-wa) [Arab, karatciyi], n. 
An European umbelliferous plant whose 
seeds are used for flavouring, 
carb-, carbo-, comb, forms. (Chem.) Of, 
with, containing, or pertaining to carbon; 
e.g. carbide (kar'bld), n. A compound 
of carbo a with a metal, 
carbine (kar'bln) [F.1, n. A short rifle 
used by cavalry, carbineer', carabinier', 
n. A soldier armed with this, 
carbolic (kar-bol'ik) [CARB-, -OL], a. 
Derived from coal or coal-tar. n . An 
antiseptic and disinfectant acid, 
carbon (kar'bbn) [L. carbo - 6nem, a coal], 
n. A non-metallic element found in 
nearly all organic substances, and uncom¬ 
bined in diamond, graphite, and charcoal, 
carbona'ceous, a. Pertaining to or 
containing coal or charcoal, car'bonate, 
n. A salt of carbonic acid. v.t. (kar'bd- 
nat) to impregnate or aerate with carbonic 
acid, carbon'ic, a. Pertaining to or 
obtained from carbon, carbonif'erous, 
a. Producing coal, car'bonize, v.t. To 
convert into carbon, carbonization, n. 
carboy (kar'boi) [Pers. qardbah], n. A 
large bottle protected with wickerwork, 
carbuncle (kar'bunkl) [L. carbuncufus, a 
Sinai; coal, a gem], n. A precious stone oi 
a fiery red colour; a hard, painfui boil, 
carburetted, a. Combined with carboD. 
carburettor, u. An apparatus designed to 
vaporise a liquid and to mix it with air, in 
proportions to ensure ignition and com¬ 
bustion. 

carcass (kar'kAs) [A.-F. careais], ». A dead 
body, esp. the trunk of a slaughtered beast, 
card (1) (kard) [F. carte, L. charta], n. A 
piece of pasteboard, esp. one marked with 
pips and pictures, used in games, or a 
visiting-card giving one’s name and 
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address; {pi.) a game with cards; card- 
playing; {slang) a character, an eccentric, 
card (2) [F. carde , a teazel], n. A toothed 
instrument for coming wool, etc. v.t. 
To comb with a card; to raise a nap. 
cardamom (kar'd&-m6m) [Gr. kardamon. 
cressl, n. A spice. 

cardiac (kar'di-Sk) [Gr. kardia , the heart], 
a. Pertaining to the heart; heart-shaped, 
cardigan (kar'di-gan) [7th Earl of Car¬ 
digan ], n. A sleeved and knitted over¬ 
waistcoat. 

cardinal (kar'di-nal) [L. cardo - inis , a 
hinge], a. Fundamental, chief, principal; 
deep scarlet, n. A high dignitary of the 
Roman Church; a short cloak for women, 
cardinalate, cardinalship, n. The 
office or dignity of a cardinal, cardinal 
numbers, n.pl. The simple numbers 1, 
2, 3, etc., as distinguished from 1st, 2nd, 
3rd, etc. cardinal points, n.pl. North, 
south, east, and west, 
care (kar) [A.-S. cam], n. Solicitude, 
anxiety, concern; a cause of these; 
caution, heed; oversight; object of 
solicitude, v.i. To be solicitous or 
concerned about; to provide (for), 
attend (upon); to be willing or inclined 
(to), care-taker, n. One in charge of 
an unlet house, etc. 

careen (k&-ren') [L. carina , a keel], v.t. 
{Navt.) To turn (a ship) on one side for 
cleaning, etc. 

career (ka-rer') [F. carribe ], n. A running; 
course through life; progress and develop¬ 
ment ; business, profession, etc. v.i. 

To move in a swift, headlong course, 
careful (kar'ful) [CARE, -ful], a. Cautious, 
circumspect: painstaking, carefulness, n. 
careless (kar'l&s) [CARE, -less], a. Heed¬ 
less, thoughtless, inattentive; free from 
care, carelessly, adv. carelessness, n. 
caress (k&-res') [F. caresse ], n. An act of 
endearment, v.t. To fondle, stroke affec¬ 
tionately. caressing, a. caressingly, adv. 
caret (k&r'6t) [L., is wanting], n. A mark 
(a) showing that something has been 
left out. 

cargo (kar'go) [Sp., a load], n. The freight 
of a ship; a ship-load, 
caricature (kar-i-ka-tur') [It.], n. Lu¬ 
dicrously exaggerated representation; a 
burlesque, parody. v.t. To represent in 
this way; to burlesque, caricatur'ist, n. 
caries (kar'i-ez) [L.], n. Decay of the 
bones or teeth. 

carillon (ka-ril'y6n) [F.], n. A chime of 
bells; an air played on them. 

Carmelite (kar'me-lit) [Mount Carmel ], n. 
One of an order of mendicant friars (the 
White Friars). 

carminative (kar'min-a-tiv) [L.], a. Ex- 
elling flatulence, n. A medicine that 
oes this. 

carmine (kar'min) [Arab, qirmazi , CRIM¬ 
SON], n. A bright red pigment obtained 
from cochineal. 

carnage (kar'naj) [L. caro camis , flesh], n. 

Butchery, slaughter, esp of men. 
carral (kar'nil) [as prec.], a. Fleshly, 


sensual; unregenerate (opp. to spiritual), 
carnalism, n. carnality, n. 
carnation (kar-na'shun) [F., from L. 
carndtio], n. A light rose pink; the 
cultivated clove-pink. a. Of this colour, 
carnival (kar'ni-vAl) [It. camevale, L. 
camem , flesh, levare , to remove], n. The 
season immediately before Lent; revelry, 
carnivora (kar-niv'6-ra) [L., as CARNAGE, 
-VOROUS], n.pl. A large order of mammals 
subsisting on flesh, carnivorous, a. 
carol (kSr'ol) [O.F. carole ], n. A joyous 
hymn, esp. in honour of the Nativity. 
v.i. To sing carols; to warble, 
carotid (ka-rot'id) [G. kar Slides], a. 
Related to the arteries (one on each side 
of the neck) suDDlying blood to the head, 
carouse (ka-rouz') [G.], «. A drinking bout. 
v.i. To drink freely, carousal, n. 
carp (1) (karp) [Icel. kar pi, to boast], 
v.i. To talk querulously; find fault, 
carp (2) [O.F. carpe ], n. A freshwater 
fish. 

carpenter (karip^n-ter) [O.North.F. car - 
pentier ], n. One who prepares and fixes 
the woodwork, makes wooden articles, etc. 
carpentry, n. The work of a carpenter, 
carpet (kar'pet) [O.F. car pHe], n. A thick 
fabric for covering floors and stairs, vj . 
To cover with a carpet; {colloq.) to 
reprimand. 

carriage (kSr'&j) [O.North.F. cariage], ». 
Carrying, transporting, esp. of merchan¬ 
dise; the cost or manner of carrying; 
bearing, behaviour; management; a 
wheeled vehicle, or that which carries, 
carrier (k&r'i-6r) [carry, -er], n. One 
who or that which carries; applied to 
various parts of machines or instruments 
which act as transmitters or bearers, 
carrion (k&r'i-6n) [M.E. and O.F. caroigne ], 
n. Putrefying flesh; garbage, o. Feed¬ 
ing on carrion; putrid; loathsome, 
carrot (k&r'bt) [F. carotte], n. A plant 
with an edible tapering root, carroty, 
a. Of the colour of a carrot; red-haired, 
carry (k&ri) [O.North.F. carier], v.t. To 
bear, to transport with oneself; to 
transfer, bring, effect, accomplish; to 
imply; to take by assault, v.i. To act 
as bearer; to propel. 

cart (kart) [Icel. kartr ], n. A vehicle for 
heavy goods, etc.; a light, two-wheeled 
vehicle, v.t. To convey in a cart, 
cartage (kar'taj), n. The act of carting, 
or the price paid, carter, n. 
carte (kart) [F. carte , CARD]. A bill of 
fare, carte-blanche, n. {fig.) Unlimited 
power to act. 

cartilage (kar'ti-l&j) [L. cartilago J, n. 
Gristle, an elastic, pearly-white animal 
tissue, cartilaginous, a. 
cartography (kar-tog'ra-fi) [F. carte ], n. 

Map- and chart-making, cartog'rapher, n. 
cartoon (kar-toon') [F., carte], n. A 
design for tapestry, mosaic, etc.; a topical 
sketch, cartoonist, n. 
cartridge (kar'trij) [corr. of cartouche ], n. 
A case of pasteboard, metal, etc., holding 
the charge for a gun. cartridge-paper, 
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n. A stout, rough-surfaced paper for 
drawing, strong euveiopes, etc. 
carve (karv) [A.-S. ceorfan ], v.t. (p.p. 
-ed or -en) To cut into slices; to make, 
shape, or adorn by cutting, v.t. To 
exercise the profession of a sculptor or 
carver; to carve meat, carver, n. One 
who carves; a large knife for carving, 
caryatid (k&r-i-&t'id) [Or. Karaatis - idos, 
a priestess of Artemis], «. A draped 
female sculptured figure supporting an 
entablature. 

cascade (kAs-k&d') [It. cascata, fallen], n. 

A small waterfall; » wavy fall of lace, etc. 
case ^1) (k&s) [O.North.F. casse, L. capsa 
( capere , to hold)], n. That which encloses 
or holds aomethiug else. v.t. To cover 
with or pot into a case, case-harden, v.t. 
To harden the outside surface, esp. of iron, 
case-shot, ». Small projectiles dis¬ 
charged from cannon in cases, casing, 
ft. Something that encases; an outside 
covering. 

case (2) (k&s) [L. cdsus, fallen], n. That 
which befalls; an event, position, state; 
an instance; {Oram.) change in termina¬ 
tion to express relation; a suit in court; 
a statement for submission to a court; 
the evidence and arguments considered 
collectively; a cause that has been decided; 
the condition of a sick person, 
casein (ka'sO-in) [L. caseus , cheese], n. The 
albuminoid or proteid in milk, forming the 
basis of cheese, case'ic, case ous, a. 
casement (kas'm6nt) [It. casamento ], n. A 
hinged window. 

cash (k&sh) [F. casse, box], n. Coin, money. 

v.t. To turn into or exchange for cash, 
cashier (1) (ka-sh6r') [F. caissier], n. One 
who has charge of money transactions, 
cashier (2) [Dut. casseren , L. quass&re, to 
shatter], *.f. To dismiss from the service, 
cashmere (k&sh'mer) [Kashmir, India], n. 

A material for shawls, 
casino (ka-se'no) [It., dim. of casa, 
house], n. A public dancing-room; a 
building for gambling, dancing, etc. 
cask (kask) [?], n. A barrel, 
casket (k&s'k6t) [?], n. A small case for 
jewels, etc. 

casque (kSsk) [F.], n. A helmet, 
casserole (k5s'6-r51) [F.], n. A stew-pan. 
cassock (k&s'ok) [F. cosaque ], *. A long, 
close garment worn by clerics, 
cassowary (k&s'6-wa-ri) [Malay], ». A 
large cursorial bird. 

cast (kast) [Icel. kasta , to throw], v.t. To 
throw, cause to fall, to emit; to shed; to 
assign (parts in a play); to reject; to 
add up, calculate; to mould, v.i. To 
throw a fishing-line; to reckon accounts; 
to take shape (in a mould), n. The act 
of throwing; a throw; the thing or the 
distance thrown ; the allotment of parts in 
a play, the actors; ejectments from the 
stomach of a bird of prey; the end portion 
of a fishing-line; a computation; a squint; 
characteristic quality; a mould; the thing 
moulded, the shape, o. Thrown; (Law) 
condemned; made by founding or casting. 


cast-iron, n. Iron melted and run in 
moulds, a. Rigid, unyielding, cast-off, 
a. Laid aside, rejected, cast-steel, n. 
Steel melted and run into moulds. 
Castanet (k&s-ta-net') [Sp.], n. A small 
instrument of ivory or hard wood rattled 
in pairs as an accompaniment to music, 
castaway (kast'a-wa), «. An outcast; a 
shipwrecked person. 

caste (kast) [L. castus , pure, nnmixed], n. 
An hereditary, exclusive class, esp. in 
India. 

castellated (k&s't6-la-t£d) [med. L. cas- 
tellotus], a. Having turrets and battle¬ 
ments. 

caster (kas'ter) [CAST], n. One who or 
that which casts; a small vessel for holding 
coudiments at table; a cruet-stand; a 
small swivelled wheel attached to the leg 
of a chair, etc. (in last three senses also 
spelt castor), caster-sugar, n. White 
powdered sugar for table use. 
castigate (kls'ti-gat) [L. castig&tus , chas¬ 
tened], v.t. To chastise, to punish, casti- 
ga tion, n. cas'tigator, n. 
castle (kasl) [O.North.F. castel, L. casteU 
lum , a small fort], n. A fortified building 
or a mansion that was formerly a fortress; 
a piece at chess, a rook. v.t. (Chess) To in¬ 
terchange the position? of king and castle 
according to rule, castled, a. Having 
a castle. 

castor [CASTER]. An oily compound 
secreted by the beaver, formerly used in 
medicine, castor-oil, n. An oil from 
the seeds of Palma Christi, used as a 

castrate (k&s'trat) [L. castr&tus], v.t. To 
geld, deprive of generative power, emas¬ 
culate. castra'tion, n. 
casual (k&zb'fi-al) [F. casuel], a. Hap¬ 
pening by chance; occasional, unmethodi¬ 
cal. casually, adv. cas'ualty, n. An 
accident attended with injury or loss of 
life; (pi.) the killed or wounded in war. 
casuist (k&zh'u-ist) [F. casuiste ], n. One 
who studies doubtful questions of conduct; 
a sophist, hair-splitter, casuis'tic, -al, 
a. casuistry (k&z'-u-is-tri), n. 
cat (kit) [A.-S.], n. One of the genus 
Felix (lion, tiger, leopard, etc.), esp. the 
domestic cat; a strong tackle used to hoist 
the anchor; the game of tip-cat, the stick 
used in it; a cat-o’-nine-tails. v.t. To draw 
the anchor to the cat-head, catgut, ». 
String made from the intestines of animals, 
cathead, n. A projecting beam to which the 
anchor is secured, cat-o'-nine-tails, n. 
A scourge with a number of lashes, cat’s- 
eye, n. A vitreous variety of quartz from 
Ceylon, Malabar, etc. cat’s paw, n. A 
dupe used as a tool; a breeze which just 
ripples the surface of the water, 
cat-, cata-. cath- [Or. kata , down, down¬ 
wards], pref. Down; against; away; 
wrongly; entirely, thoroughly; accord¬ 
ing to. 

cataclysm (kit'A-klizm) [Gr. OATA-, kluzein , 
to wash], n. A deluge; a catastrophe, 
catacomb (k&t'a-kom) [late L. Catacum- 
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bos (prob. a place-name)], n. A subter¬ 
ranean burying-place. 

catafalque (k&t'a-falk) [It. catafalco], n. 
A temporary stage Jor a coffin during the 
funeral service. 

catalepsy (k&t'a-lep-si) [Gr. CAT A-, lam - 
banein , to seize], n. A sudden trance or 
suspension of sensation, catalep'tic, a. 
catalogue (kat'a-log) [Gr. OATA-, legein , 
to choosdj, n. A methodical list. v.t. To 
enter in a list, make a complete list of, 
catamaran (kat-a-mA-rSn') [Tamil], n. A 
surf-boat in the East and West Indies, 
cataplasm (k&t'A-pl&zm) [Gr. kataplassein, 
to spread over], «. A poultice, a plaster, 
catapult (k&t'A-pfilt) [Gr. CATA-, pallein , 
to hurl], n. An ancient military engine 
for hurling; a toy for propelling stones, 
cataract (kSt'a-rakt) [Gr. katarassein , to 
dash down], n. A large, rushing water¬ 
fall; a violent rush of water; a disease 
of the eye. 

catarrh' (kA-tar') [Gr, CATA-, rheein , to 
flow], n. A running from the mucous 
membrane of the nose; a cold in the head, 
catastrophe (kA-t&s'trd-fg) [Gr. CATA-, 
strephein , to turn], n. A great misfortune; 
violent convulsion; change which brings 
about the conclusion of a drama, catas¬ 
trophic, a. 

catch (k&ch) [O.North.F. cachier ], r.t. 
( past and p.p. caught) To seize, esp. in 
pursuit; to entrap or take by angling; 
to intercept (as a ball) when falling; to 
surprise, detect; to take hold of (as fire); 
to receive by infection or contagion; to 
be in time for; to comprehend; to fasci¬ 
nate. v.i. To ignite; to spread epidemic¬ 
ally. to lay hold; to become entangled. 
n. The act of grasping; anything that 
seizes, takes hold, or checks; the fish 
caught; a part-song, catchment, n. A 
surface on which water may be caught and 
collected, catch-penny, a. Worthless, 
made only to sell, catchword, n. A 
popular cry; an actor’s cue; a word 
specially printed to attract attention, 
catching, a. Infectious; taking, attrac¬ 
tive. catchy, a. Easy to catch (as a 
tune). 

catechism (k&tekizm') [Gr. CATA-, gchein, 
to sound], n. A form of instruction by 
means of question and answer, catechis'- 
mal, a. cat'echist, n. One who teaches 
by catechizing, catechize (kftt/e-k!z) v.t. 
To instruct by means of questions and 
answers; to question closely, catechizer, 
n. catechumen (k&t-6-ku'men), n. One 
who is under Christian instruction pre¬ 
paratory to baptism. 

category (kat'6-g6r-i) [Gr. CATA-, agora , 
the assembly], n. An order, division; one 
of the ten classes of Aristotle to which all 
objects of thought or knowledge can be 
reduced, categorical,a. Unconditional; 
explicit. 

Catenary (ka-t€'nAr-i) [L. catena , a chain], 
n. A curve formed by a chain or rope 
hanging from two points, cat enate , v.t. 
To link together. 


cater (k&'ter) [O.F. acateor (acat, achat , 
a purchasing)], v.i. To supply food, 
amusement, etc. (for), caterer, n. 
caterpillar (k&t'ir-pil-ar) [?], n. The 
larva of a moth or butterfly, 
caterwaul (k&t'6r-wawl) [CAT, WAUL], v.i . 

To make a noise as cats, 
cathartic (kathar'tik) [Gr. katharos , clean], 
o. Cleansing the bowels; purgative, n. 

A purgative medicine. 

cathedra (kA-thg'drA) [Gr. CATH-, hcdra , a 
seat], n. A bishop’s throne, 
cathedral (kA-thg'dral) [as prec.], n. The 
principal church iD a diocese, containing the 
bishop’s throne. 

catholic (kStb'6-lik) [Gr. katholikos , Hath*- 
holou , on the whole, universally], a. j 
Universal, comprehensive; liberal, toler¬ 
ant ; pertaining to the whole Church; per- [ 
taining to the Roman Church or the 
Anglican Church, n. A member of the 
Universal Church; a Roman Catholic, 
cathol'ically, adv. Catholicism, n. 
catholic'ity, n. The quality of being 
catholic, cathol'icize, v. To make or 
become Catholic. 

catkin (kst'kin) [?], n. The pendulous 
uni-sexual flowers of the willow, birch, 
poplar, etc. 

cattle (k&tl) [O.North.F. catel], n. Domes¬ 
ticated oxen and cows; (slang) horses, 
caudal (kaw'dal) [L. cauda , tail], a. Per¬ 
taining to the tail. 

caudle (kawdl) [O.North.F. caudel (L. 
calidus , warm)], n. A warm drink for 
invalids or a woman in childbed, 
caul (kawl) [O.F. cale], n. A net for the 
hair; the membrane sometimes enclosing | 
the head of a ohild when born, 
cauldron (kawl'drdn) [O.North.F. caud- | 
ron], n. A deep, bowl-shaped vessel for 
boiling. 

cauliflower (kol-i'flou-6r) [earlier cole- % 
colie-Jlorie , from O.North.F. col, L. caulis , 
stem], n. A cabbage with an edible 
flowering head. 

caulk (kawk) [O.F. cauqtier ] v.t. To stuff 
the seams (of a ship) with oakum, caulker, 
n. caulking, n. 

causal, (kaw'zal) [as foil.], a. Relating to 
expressing, or due to a cause or causes. 1 
causal'ity, n. The operation of a cause; 
relation of cause and effect, causa'tion, | 
n. The act of causing; connexion be- ) 
tween cause and effect, cau'sative a. % 
That causes; effective as a cause; (Gram.) j 
expressing cause. 

cause (kawz) [L. causa], n. That which 
produces or contributes to an effect; 
reason, motive; a movement, agitation, 
propaganda; the grounds for an action; 
a suit, an action, v.t. To act as an agent 
in producing; to effect, 
causeless, a. Having no cause; without 
just reason, causelessly, adv. 
causeway (kawz'wS) [O.North.F. caucxi \ 
(F. chaussee)], n. A raised road or footway. | 
caustic (kaw'stik) [Gr. kaustikos], a. Burn¬ 
ing, corrosive; sarcastic, n. A substance 
that burns or corrodes organic matter. 
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cauterize (kaw't6r-Iz) [F. cautMser], v.t. 
To burn or sear (some morbid part) with a 
hot iron or caustic, cauterization, n. 
cau'tery, n. Burning with a hot iron, 
electricity, or a caustic, 
caution (kaw'shun) [L. cautio -Onem], n. 
Wariness, prudence; a warning, v.i To 
warn, cautionary, a. Given as security; 
containing a caution, cautious, a. Heed¬ 
ful, careful, wary, cautiousness, n. 
cavalcade (k&v-al-ksid') [F. L. caballus , a 
horse], n. A. company on horseback, 
cavalier (kava-ler') [F., as prec.], n. A 
horseman; a gallant, lady's man. a. 
Off-hand, haughty, supercilious, v.i. To 
act as cavalier to a lady, cavalierly, adr. 
In a haughty manner, 
cavalry (k&v'al-ri) [F., as prec.], n. Horse 
soldiers who act as a body, 
cave (kSv) [F., L. cavus , hollow], n. A 
hollow place in the earth; a den. 
caveat (k5'v6-£t) [L., let him beware], n. 

A process to stop proceedings, 
cavern (k&v'ern) [F. caveme], n. A large 
cave, cavernous, o. Hollow or huge, 
like a cavern; full of caverns, 
caviar, caviare (k&v-i-ar') [?], n. The roe 
of the sturgeon, dried and salted, 
cavil (kav'il) [O.F. caviller ], ». A frivolous 
objection, v.i. To argue or object to 
frivolously, caviller, n. cavilling, a. 
cavity (k&v'i-ti) [F. cavite], n. A hollow 
place. 

cavy (k&'vi) [F. Guiana, cabiai], n. A 
South American rodent; the guinea-pig. 
caw (kaw) [imit.], v.i. To cry like a rook, 
cayenne (ka-en') [Braz. kyfnha ], n. The 
powdered fruit of capsicum, used as a 
condiment. 

cease (ses) [L. cessdre , to go, yield], v.i. 
To leave off; to desist (from), v.t. To 
put a stop to. ceaseless, a. Incessant, 
cedar (se'dar) [Gr. kedros ], n. An evergreen 
coniferous tree. a. Made of cedar-wood, 
cede (sed) [L. cldere^ to yield], v.t. To give 
up, surrender; to yield, grant, 
cedilla (se-dil'a) [Sp.], n. A mark (f) placed 
under c to show that it has the sound of a. 
ceil (sel) [L. caelum , heaven], v.t. To line 
the roof of a room, ceiling, n. The 
inner, upper surface of a room; the plaster 
on it. 

celandine (sel'an-din) [Gr. chelidonion, 
swallow-wort], n. Two plants with yellow 
flowers, the greater , related to the poppy, 
and the leaser to the buttercup, 
celebrate (sel'6-brat) [L. celebratus], v.t. 
To praise; to commemorate; to perform 
(as Mass), to administer (as Communion), 
r.t. To officiate at the Eucharist, cele¬ 
brated, a. Famous, renowned, cele¬ 
bration, n. celebrant, n. The priest 
who officiates in any solemn office, celeb' - 
rity, n. Renown; a celebrated personage, 
celerity (se-ler'i-ti) [L. celeritas (celer , swift)], 
n. Speed, swiftness, promptness, 
celery (sel'6r-i) [F. cHeri ], n. A plant, the 
blanched stems of which are eaten, 
celestial (se-les'ti-al) [B. ccelestis; -AL], a. 
Pertaining to heaven or the heavens; 


divine, n. An inhabitant of heaven; a 
native of China, the “ Celestial Empire.” 
celibate (sel'i-bat) [L. ccelcbs , unmarried], n. 
An unmarried person; one vowed to a 
single life. a. Unmarried, celibacy, ». 
cell (sel) [E. cgl&re, to hide], n. A small 
room; a small cavity; a compartment in 
a bees’ comb; the unit-mass of living 
matter; a division of an electric battery, 
cellar (sel'Ar) [L. cell&rium ], n. An under 
vault, esp. for wine; a stock of wine; a 
salt-cellar, cellarage (sel'Ar-Aj), n. 
Cellars collectively; charge for storage in 
cellars, cellarer, n. One in charge of 
stores, cellaret', n. A case with com¬ 
partments for holding bottles, 
cellule (sel'fll) [L. cellula ], n. A little cell, 
cellular, a. Pertaining to, composed of, 
or resembling a cell. 

celluloid (sel'u-loid) [as prec.], «. A com¬ 
pound of cellulose used as a substitute for 
ivory, etc. cellulose, n. The basis of 
vegetable tissues. 

Celt (1) (kelt) [L. Celtce ], n. One of a race 
comprising the Welsh, Cornish, Manx, 
Irish, Gaels, and Bretons. Celtic, a. 
celt (2) (selt) [late Lat. celtis , a chisel], n. 

A prehistoric cutting implement, 
cement (se-ment') [E. ccementtirn'], n. An 
adhesive substance used for sticking things 
together, v.t. To unite with or as with 
cement; to unite firmly and closely 
cementa'tion, n. 

cemetery (sem'e-t6r-i) [L. ccemetSrium ], n. 

A burial-ground other than a churchyard, 
cenotaph (sen'6-taf) [Gr. kenos , empty, 
taphos , tomb], n. A sepulchral monument 
raised to a person buried elsewhere, 
censer (sen's?r) [O.F. censier , INCENSE], n. 

A vessel for burning incense; a thurible, 
censor (sen'sdr) [L., censire , to tax], n. 
An official who examines booka, plays, etc., 
before they are published; one who cen¬ 
sures. a. censor ious, a. Expressing or 
addicted to criticism, censorship, n. 
censure (sen'shiir) [L. censnra ], n. Dis¬ 
approval, condemnation, blame, v.t. To 
blame, find fault with, censurable, a. 
census (sen'sus) [censor], n. An official 
enumeration of inhabitants; the result, 
cent (sent) [L. centum ], n. A 100th part 
of a dollar, per cent. : By the hundred, 
centaur (sen'tawr) [Gr. kentauros ; etym. 
doubtful], n. A mythical figure, half man, 
half horse. 

centenarian (sen-t6-nar'i-an) [L. cenienS - 
rius, from centSni , a hundred each], w. A 
person one hundred years old. a. Relat¬ 
ing to a hundred, centenary (sen-tS'na-ri), 
n. A hundredth anniversary, or its cele¬ 
bration. centennial (s6n-ten'i-al), a. 
Pertaining to a hundredth anniversary, 
centi- [L. centum , a hundred], comb. form. 
centigrade (sen'ti-grSd) [CENTI-, L. gradus, 
step], n. The thermometer of Celsius 
(freezing-point 0°, boiling-point 100°). 
centime (san-tem) [F.], n. A French coin 
worth the 100th part of a franc, 
centimetre (sen'ti-me-t£r) [centi-, metre], 
». The hundredth of a metre, *394 inch. 
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centipede (sen'ti-ped) [centi-, L. pes pedis , 
foot], n. An insect with many feet. 

central (sen'tral) [L. centralis], a. Relating 
to or situated in the centre; of chief im¬ 
portance. cen'tralize, v.t. To bring to a 
centre; to concentrate. v.t. To come to a 
centre, centralization, n. The system 
or policy of concentrating organization in 
a centre. 

centre (sen'tgr) [F. centre , L. centrum ], n. 
The middle point, the pivot, nucleus; 
centering, v.i. To be fixed on a centre, 
collected at one point, centre-board, n. 
A sliding-keel. 

centrifugal (sen-trif'u-gal) [centre, L. 
fug ere, to fly from], a. Tending to fly from 
the centre. 

centripetal (sen-trip'6-t&l) [CENTRE, L. 
pelere , to seek], a. Tending to approach 
the centre. 

centurion (sen-tu'ri-dn) [L.], n. A Roman 
officer commanding a hundred men. 

century (sen'turi) [L. centuria], n. An 
aggregate of a hundred things; a period of 
a hundred years. 

ceplial- (sef'al) [Gr. kephalt , the head], 
con>b. forms. Pertaining to the head, 
cephal'ic, a. Pertaining to the head. n. 
A remedy for pains in the head, 
ceph'alous, a. Having a head. 

ceramic (se-r&m'ik) [Gr. keramos, potteryj, 
a. Pertaining to pottery, ceramics, 
n.pl. The art of pottery. 

cerated (ser'at-ed) [L. cera, wax], a. 
Waxed; covered with wax. 

cere'cloth, n. A cloth dipped in melted 
wax, used to wrap embalmed bodies in. 
cere'ment [F. cirement], n. A cerecloth; 
( Pi •) grave-clothes 

cereal (ser'i-al) [L. Ceres , goddess of corn], 
a. Pertaining to grain, n. Any edible 
grain. 

cerebellum (ser-6-bel'um) [L. cerebrum , 
brain], n. The part of the brain beneath 
the posterior lobes of the cerebrum, cer'e- 
jbrum, n. The chief portion of the brain, 
cerebral, a. Pertaining to the brain, 
cerebra'tion, n. The action of the brain, 
whether conscious or unconscious. 

Ceremony (ser'e-md-ni) [O.F. ceremonie], n. 
A rite, formality; a usage of politeness, 
ceremo'nial, a. Relating to or per¬ 
formed with ceremonies or rites. n. The 
prescribed order for a function, cere¬ 
monious, a. Punctilious; observant of 
ceremony. 

cerise (s6-r6z') [F., cherry], n. Cherry 
colour. 

certain (sgr't&n) [O.F. certein , L. certus ], 
a. Sure, convinced; established beyond 
a doubt; absolutely, regular; inevit¬ 
able; reliable, unerring; indefinite, 
certainly, adv. Assuredly; beyond 
doubt; without fail; admittedly, cer¬ 
tainty, n. That which is certain; abso¬ 
lute assurance. 

certify (sSr'ti-fl) [L . certus, certain, facere , 
to make], v.t. To testify to in writing; 
to give certain information, certifiable, 
a. certifier, n. certificate, n. A 


written testimony, esp. of character or 
ability, cer'titude, n. Certainty, 
cerulean (s6-roo'16-an) [L. cceruleus], o. 

Sky-blue; sky-coloured, 
cess (ses) [ASSESS], v.t. To tax. 
cessation (sg-s&'shun) [cease], n. The 
act of ceasing; pause, rest, 
cession (sesh'dn) [L. cessio (CEDE)], n. A 
yielding, surrender, esp. of territory, 
cesspool (ses'pool) [?], n. A hole for 
sewage to drain into. 

cetacean (se-ta'shian) [L. cctus , a whale], 
a. Pertaining to the whales, manatees, 

chafe (chaf) [O.F. chaufer], v.t. To make 
warm, fret, or make sore by rubbing; to 
gall, irritate, v.i. To be worn by rub¬ 
bing; to fret. n. A sore caused thus, 
chafer (cha'fgr) [A.-S. ceafor , a gnawer], 
n. A beetle, cockchafer, 
chaff (chaf) [A.-S. ceaf], n. The husks of 
grain, hay or straw cut fine for fodder; 
anything worthless; banter, v. To 
banter or indulge in banter, 
chaffer (chaf'dr) [A.-S. ceap , bargain, faru % 
a journey], v.i. To haggle, to bargain, 
chaffinch (ch&f'inch) [CHAFF (from its 
frequenting barn-doors)], n. A small 
British bird. 

chagrin (sha-grgn') [F.], n. Vexation, 
chain (chan) [O.F. chaine, L. catSna], n. 
A series of connected links for binding, 
hauling, ornamenting, etc.; a measure of 
100 links (66 ft.); bonds, fetters; a con¬ 
nected series, v.t. To fasten or bind 
with a chain. 

chair (char) [O.F. chaire ], n. A backed 
movable seat for one; a seat of authority 
or office; a professorship or chairman¬ 
ship; ( Railway) an iron socket to secure 
the metals, v.t. To carry publicly in a 
chair in triumph; to install as president, 
chairman, n. The president of a meet¬ 
ing, committee, etc.; a man who draws a 
Bath chair, chairmanship, n. 
chaise (shiz) [F.], n. A light carriage, 
chalcedony (k&l-sed'd-ni) [Gr. chalkeddn\ % 
n. (A/in.) A crypto-crystalline variety of 
quartz. 

Chaldean, -dee (k&l-de'&u, -de'). a. Of or 
belonging to Chaldea or its language, n. 
The language, a native of Chaldea, 
chaldron (chawl'dron) [O.F. chauderon\ t n. 

A measure (36 bushels) for coals, 
chalet (sh&l'a) [F. Swiss.], n. A villa, 
chalice (chal'is) [O.F.], n. A cup. 
chalk (chawk) [A.-S. cealc , L. calx , lime], n. 
Soft white limestone or massive carbonate 
of lime, chiefly composed of marine shells. 
v.t. To rub, mark, or write with chalk, 
chalky, a. 

challenge (chil'enj) [O.F. chalenge], n. 
A summons to fight; a calling in ques¬ 
tion ; the call of a sentry, v.t. To invite 
or defy to a duel or contest; to call on to 
answer; to object to, dispute, chal¬ 
lenger, n. 

chalybeate (ka-lib'-e-at) [Gr. chalups -ubos t 
steel], a. Impregnated with iron or steeL 
n. A mineral water so impregnated. 
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chamber (cham'b6r) [L. camera], n. A 
room; the place where a legislative 
assembly meets; a hall of justice; an 
association of persons for some common 
object; chamber-maid, n. A woman 
in charge of bedrooms at a hotel, 
chamberlain (cham'bSr-lan) [O-F.], n - 
An officer in charge of the household of a 
sovereign or nobleman, 
chameleon (ka-me'16-6n) [Gr. chamai, 
dwarf, ledn, a lion], n. A Uzard able to 
assume varying shades; a changeable 
person. _ . , . _ 

chamfer (cMm'f6r) [O.P. chanfretn ], n. 
An angle slightly pared off? a bevel, 
fluting. v.t. To groove; to bevel off. 
chamois (sh&m'wa) [F.], n. A goat-like 
European antelope, rupicapra. 
champ (chimp) limit.], v.t. and i. To 
bite with a grinding action; to crunch, 
champagne (shim-pin'), n. A light brisk 
wine made in Champagne, France, 
champaign (chim'pin) TO.F. (see cam¬ 
paign)], n. Flat, open country, 
champion (cham'pi-on) [O.F.], ». One 
who engages in combat or argument on 
behalf of another; the person, animal, or 
exhibit that defeats all competitors. v.t. 
To defend as a champion; to support a 
cause, championship, a. 
chance (chans) [O.F.], ». Fortune, course 
of events; issue, result, eap. undesigned; 
possibility, opportunity (uru. pli)\ live¬ 
lihood. v.i. To happen, to come to 
pass. o. Fortuitous, unforeseen, 
chancel (chau'stf) [O.F. (CANCEL)], n. The 
east end of a church, formerly cut off by 
a screen- . „, . 

chancellery (dhan's6i-6r-i) [as foil.], n. A 
chancellor’s official establishment; a chan¬ 
cellor’s office; an embassy or consulate, 
chancellor (chan's6-16r) [O.F. chance Iter, 
late li. canceUdrius (see CANCEL)], n. The 
president of a court, public department, 
or university; a bishop’s law-officer, 
chancellorship, n. . 

chancery (chan'sdr-i) [O.F. 
chancellery], n. The court of the Lord 
Chancellor, before 1873; a division of the 
High Court of Justice, 
chandelier (shin-d6-l€r') [O.F., as foil.], 
n. A hanging branched frame for a num¬ 
ber of lights. , T 

chandler (chand'l^r) [O.F. chandelier , L. 
candila , candle], n. One who makes or 
sells candles; a dealer in groceries, etc. 
chandlery, n. Articles sold by a chand- 

change (chinj) [O.F. changer ], v.t. To 
make different, to alter; to substitute or 
take for something else; to exchange, e.t. 
To become different in appearance, state, 
etc. n. Alteration, variation; transition; 
substitution of one thing for another; small 
coin or foreign money given in return 
for other coins; novelty, variety, change¬ 
able, a. Liable to change; inconstant, 
changeability (-bil'i-ti), n. change¬ 
ableness, n. changeful, a. Changeable 
changeless, a. Unchanging, change¬ 


ling, ». A child substituted lor another, 

an elf-child. 

channel (ch&n'61) [O.F. chanel, CANAL], n. 
The bed of a watercourse; the fairway of 
an estuary; a narrow piece of water join¬ 
ing two seas; a duct; means of passing, 
conveying, or transmitting, 
chant (chant) [F. chanter , L. cant&re ], v.t. 

To celebrate in song; to intone, v.i. To 
sing in an intoning fashion, n. Song, 
melody; a psalm, or other piece intoned; 
a monotonous song, chanter, n. The 
drone of a bagpipe. 

chantey (chan'ti) [CHANT, -Y], n. A song 
sung bv sailors whilst heaving or hauling, 
chanticleer (ch&n'ti-kler) [O.F. chantecler 
(chanter, CHANT, cler , CLEAR)], n. A cock, 
chaos (ki'os) [Gr.], n. The confusion of 
matter said to have existed at the Crea¬ 
tion ; the primeval void; confusion, 
chaot'ic, o. chaotically, adv. 
chap (1) (chip) [M.E. chappen ], v.t. To 
crack or open in long slits, n. ( usu . in 
pi.) A longitudinal crack, cleft., or seam on 
the surface of the skin, (pi.) The jaws, 
the mouth and cheeks, chap-fallen, a. 
Downcast, dejected, dispirited, 
chap (2) [CHAPMAN], n. A man, a fellow, 
chap-book (ch&p'buk) [on anal, of CHAP¬ 
MAN], n. A small book of wonderful 
tales, formerly hawked by chapmen, 
chapel (chap'61) [O.F. chapele], n. A place 
of worship; a part containing an altar in 
a church ; an association of printers, etc., 
for the settlement of working conditions,etc. 
chaperon (sh&p'6r-on) [F.], n. A married 
woman who attends a young lady in public 

places. _ 

chapiter (ch&p'i-t&r) [O.F.], n. The upper 
part of the capital of a column, 
chaplain (ch&p'lan) [O.F. chapelain], n. 

A clergyman who officiates at court, or 
in a regiment, ship, mansion, or public 
institution, chaplaincy, n. 
chaplet (ch&p'16t) [O.F. chapelet], n. A 
garland for the head. 

chapman (ch&p'man) [A.-S. dap , cheap, 
MAN], n. An itinerant merchant, 
chapter (ch&p't6r) [chapiter], n. A divi¬ 
sion of a book, or of Acts of Parliament in 
chronological order; an episode; the 
general meeting of certain orders; the 
clergy attached to a cathedral, 
char (1) (char) [?], n. A small fish, 
char (2), chare (char) [A.-S. cien% n. A 
turn of work, an odd job. v.i. To work 
by the day. charwoman, ». A woman 
who does housework by the day. 
char (3) [CHARCOAL], v.t. To burn slightly. 
char-A-banc (sMr-A-b&ng) [F., carriage 
with benches], n. A long car (horse or 
motor) with transverse seats, 
character (k&r'ak-t6r) [Gr. character 
(i charassein , to furrow, engrave)], n. A 
mark made by engraving, writing, etc.; 
a letter, sign; distinctive qualities or 
traits; the sum of one’s mental and moral 
qualities; reputation, standing; certifi¬ 
cate of capacity, etc; a personality created 
by a writer; an eccentric person, charac- 
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teris'tic, a. characterize, v.t. To give 
character to, to distinguish, character¬ 
ization, n. 

charade (sha-rad') [F.], n. A kind of 
riddle in which description or action repre¬ 
sents each syllable of a word, 
charcoal (char'kdl) [?], ». Wood partially 
burnt. 

charge (charj) [F. charger ], v.t. To fill; 
to put the proper load, etc., into (appara¬ 
tus), as to load (a gun), to accumulate 
electricity in (a battery), etc.; to rush 
on and attack; to enjoin, command, 
accuse; to ask a price for; to give direc¬ 
tions to (esp. of a judge or a bishop). 
v.i. To make an attack or onset, n. A 
burden; an office, duty, or obligation; 
care, custody; the thing under one’s care; 
price demanded, cost; accusation; 
attack, onset; the quantity with which 
any apparatus, esp. a fire-arm, is loaded; 
instructions, directions, chargeable, a. 
Liable to be accused; liable to a monetary 
demand, charger, n. A war-horse, 
charge d’affaires (shar'zh5-dA-far') [F., 
charged with affairs], n. A deputy to an 
ambassador; an ambassador to a minor 
court. 

chariot (char'i-dt) [O.F.], n. (poet, and 
rhet.) A stately vehicle; a carriage 
anciently used in war, etc. charioteer', n. 
A chariot-driver. 

charity (char'i-ti) [O.F. charitf] % n. Love 
of one’s fellows; almsgiving; alms; 
kindness; leniency, charity-boy, -girl, 
n. One brought up in a charity school, 
charity school, n. An endowed school 
for the education of the poor, charitable, 
a. Full of charity; liberal to the poor; 
benevolent, kind, large-hearted; charit¬ 
ableness, n. 

charlatan (shar'la-t&n) [It. eiarlare , to 
prattle], n. A pretender, quack, impos¬ 
tor. charlatanism, n. 
charm (charm) [O.F. charme ], n. A spell, 
enchantment; an article worn to avert 
evil or ensure good luck; a power of 
pleasing or exciting love or desire. v.t. 
To enchant, fascinate, bewitch, charmer, 
». charming, a. 

charnel-house, (charindl) [O.F. charnel , 
a cemetery], n. A place where the bones 
of the dead are deposited, 
chart (chart) [Qr. charti y a sheet of 
papyrus], n. A map, esp. of some part 
of the sea or coast; a statement in tabular 
form or as a graphic curve, 
charter (char'tdr) [O.F. chartre\, n. A 
deed incorporating a borough, company, 
or institution, or conferring certain rights 
and privileges, v.t. To establish or 
license by charter; to hire, chartered, 
a. Invested with privileges. 

Chartism f'cbar'tizrn) fL. chart a). n. The 
principles of the Chartists, aD English 
democratic party (1838-48) whose objects 
were embodied in the People’s Charter. 
Chartist, n. 

Chary (ch&r'i) [A.-S. cearig\ a . Wary, 
cautious, frugal, chariness, n. 


chase (1) (chas) [O.F. cAaeter], v.t. To 
hunt, drive away, put to flight, n. 
Earnest pursuit; the hunting of wild 
animals; that which is hunted; a pre¬ 
serve for game. 

chase (2) [F. enchdsser], o4. To engrave; 
to cut the worm of (a screw), chasing, n. 
The art of engraving metals; the pattern 
engraved or embossed, 
chasm (kSzm) [Gr. chasma] t ». A cleft, a 
fissure, yawning gulf. 

chassis (sh&8'§) [F.], n. (pi. unaltered) 
The under-framework and gear of a motor¬ 
car, motor-bus, etc. 

chaste (chast) [O.F., L. castus, pure], e. 
Pure from unlawful sexual commerce or 
desires; free from obscenity; pure in 
style; simple, unadorned, 
chasten (chasn) [O.F. chastier ], vJL To 
punish with a view to reformation, 
chastise (chas-tlz') [as prec.], vJ. To 
punish, esp. with bodily pain; to correct 
an offence or wrong, chastisement 
(chSs'tiz-mdnfc), n. 

chastity (ch&s'ti-ti) [O.F. chasteU ], n. The 
state of being chaste; purity of body, 
conduct, or taste and style, 
chasuble (chSz'ubl) [F.], n. A vestment 
worn by a priest. 

chat (chat) [CHATTER], v.t. To talk easily 
and familiarly; to gossip, n. Easy, 
familiar talk; gossip, chatty, a. 
chatelaine (sh&t'd-l&n) [F.], n. An orna¬ 
ment worn by a lady at her waist, having 
short chains for keys, trinkets, etc. 
chattel (chat'61) [O.F.], n. (usu. in pi.) 
Movable property; (Law) any property 
except freehold. 

chatter (ch&t'dr) [onomat.], v.i. To make 
a noise like rattling the teeth together; 
to jabber, prattle, n. Idle talk. 
chaufTeur (shfl-fSr') [F.], n. A motor¬ 
car driver. 

chauvinism (sh5'vin-izm)[F.,from Nicolas 
Chauvin , an old soldier blindly attached 
to Napoleon], n. Exaggerated patriot¬ 
ism; jingoism, chauvinist, n. and o. 
chauvinis tic, a. 

cheap (ch§p) [A.-S. ceap, prioe, barter], a. 
Low in or worth more than its price; of 
small value or esteem, cheapen, v.t. 
To beat down the price of; to depreciate. 
v.i. To become cheap, depreciate, cheap- 
ish, a. cheap-jack, n. A travelling 
hawker, cneaply, adv. cheapness, n. 
cheat (chSt) [ESCHEAT], n. A fraud, im¬ 
position, swindle; a trickster, swindler. 
v.t. To defraud, deceive, impose upon. 
v.i. To act as a cheat, cheater, n. 
check (1) (chek) [O.F. eschec, Pers. sh&h , a 
king], n. A sudden stoppage; a reverse, 
a repulse; a pause; restraint, repression; 
a mark serving for identification; a term 
in ches* when on# player obliges the other 
to move or guard hi# king, the situation 
of such a king. vJ. To arrest; to cause 
to stop, to repress, curb; to test the 
accuracy of by comparison; (Chess) to put 
an opponent’s king in check, v.i. To pause, 
to halt. 
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check (9) (chek) [CHEQUER], n. A che¬ 
quered or cross-lined pattern, 
checkmate (chek'mat') [O.F. etches mat , 
Pers. shdh mat, the king is dead], n. (Chess) 
The winning movement when one king is 
in check and cannot escape. v.t. To give 
checkmate to. 

cheek (ch§k) [A.-8. dace], n. The side 
of the face below the eye; ( eolloq .) impu¬ 
dence, effrontery, assurance, vj. To be 
impudent to. e.i. To be saucy, cheeky, 
a. Impudent, saucy. 

cheep (chSp) [onomat.], fi. To chirp 
feebly, n. The cry of a young bird, 
cheer (ch5r) [M.E. and O.P. ehere, the face, 
look], n. Disposition, esp. as shown by 
the face; entertainment, good fare, a 
state of joy; a shout of joy or applause. 
vJ. To make glad; to applaud, en¬ 
courage. v.t. To grow cheerful; to 
utter cheers, cheerful, a. cheerful¬ 
ness, n. cheering, a. cheerless, a. 
Dull, gloomy, dispiriting, cheery, a. 
Lively, sprightly, genial, 
cheese (ch§*'» [A.-S. else ], n. The curd 
of milk pressed into a solid mass and 
ripened by keeping. 

cheetah (cbS'ta) [Hind. chUO, spotted], n. 
The hunting leopard. 

chef (shef) [F., chief], n. A head or 
professional cook, chef-d’oeuvre (sha- 
dervr') [F. ceuvre , work], n. (pi. chefs-) 
A masterpiece. 

chemical (kem'ik-&l) [F. ehimique (see 
alchemy)], a. Pertaining to chemistry, 
its laws, or phenomena, n. A substance 
produced by chemical processes, 
chemise (shAmez') [F.], n. An under 
body-garment of linen or cotton worn by 
women. 

chemist (kem'ist) [alchemist], ». One 
versed in chemistry; a dealer in drugs, 
chemistry (kem'is-tri) [chemtst, -ry], 
». The science which investigates the 
elements and the compounds that they 
compose; the practical application of 
this science. 

cheque (chek) [CHECK], n. A draft on a 
banker for money. 

chequer, checker (chek'Gr) [O.F. eschekier, 
chess-board], n. A pattern made of 
squares in alternating colours, like a chess¬ 
board; (pi., Am.) the game of draughts, 
cherish (eher'ish) [O.F. cherir], v.t. To 
hold dear, treat with affection; to foster, 
cheroot (shA-root') [Tamil shuruttu ], n. A 
cigar with both ends cut off square, 
cherry (cher'i) [M.E. chery , O.F. cerise ], n. 
A small fruit of the plum family; the 
tree on which it grows; the wood of 
this. 

cherub (cher'fib) [Feb.], n. (pi. -s, -im, 
-ims ) A celestial spirit next in order to the 
seraphim; a beautiful child, cherubic 
(ch£-ru'bik), a. Pertaining to cherubs, 
chess (ches) [check], n. A game played 
by two with sixteen pieces each on a 
board divided into sixty-four squares, 
chest (chest) [A.-S. cest], n. A large box 
or case; the treasury or funds of an 


Institution; the fore part of the body 
from neck to belly. 

chestnut (chest'ntit) [O.F. chastaigne], n. 
A tree of the genus Castanea , esp. the 
Spanish or sweet chestnut, or its fruit; 
a reddish-brown colour; a horse of this 
colour; a stale joke, 
chevalier (shev-a-ler') [F, cheval , horse], 
n. a knight, a gallant, 
cheverel (chev'6r-el) [O.F. chevrele], n. 

Leather made from kid-skin, 
chevron (shev'rOn) [F., rafter], n. (Her.) 
A device representing two rafters meeting 
at the top; the mark on sleeves of non¬ 
commissioned officers. 

chevy (chev'i), chivy (chiv'i) [ Chevy 
Chase], v.t. To chase about, hunt, 
chew (choo) [A.-S. clowan ], v.t. To masti¬ 
cate, grind with the teeth; to digest 
mentally, v.i. To masticate food, to¬ 
bacco, or gum. n. A quid of tobacco, 
chiaroscuro (ki-a'rb-skur'5) [It. chiaro, 
clear, oscuro , dark], n. The treatment or 
effects of light and shade, 
chic (shik) [F.], n. Smartness, stylo; the 
best fashion or taste, a. Stylish, 
chicane (shi-k&n') [F.], ». The use of 
mean petty subterfuge; artifice; (Bridge) 
a hand containing no trumps, chi¬ 
canery, n. 

chick, chicken (chik'6n) [A.-S. elcen], n. 
The young of various birds, esp. the 
domestic fowl; (Jig.) a child, chicken- 
hearted, a. Timid, cowardly, chicken- 
pox, n. A pustulous, contagious disease, 
usually occurring in childhood, 
chicory (chik'6-ri) [Gr. kichdri , succory], n. 
The succory, a blue-flowered plant, or 
its root, which is used to adulterate 
coffee. 

chide (chid) [A.-8. d dan], v.t. To find 
fault with, blame, v.i. To scold, 
chief (chef) [O.F. chef], a. Principal, first; 
leading, main. n. A leader or com¬ 
mander, esp. of a tribe or clan; the head, 
of a department; the principal thing, 
chief dom, n. chiefly, adv. Principally* 
especially; for the most part, 
chieftain (ch6f't&n) [O.F. ehevetain , late L. 

capitdnus. captain], n. A leader, 
chiffon (shif'on) [F. chiffe, a rag], n. A 
gauzy fabric used as a trimming, 
chiffonier (shif-d-nSr') [F. chiffonnier , a 
rag-gatberer], n. A movable sideboard, 
chilblain (chil'blftn) [chili,, blain], n. An 
Inflamed sore caused by cold, 
child (child) [A.-S. cild ], n. (pi. children, 
chil'drfcn) A descendant in the first 
degree, a son or daughter; an infant, 
young person; (pi.) disciples, followers, 
childe, n. A scion of a noble family, 
childhood, n. The state of being a child, 
childish, a. Of or befitting a child; puerile, 
childishness, n. childless, a. Without 
offspring, childlike, a. Besembling a 
child; simple, innocent, 
chill (cbil) [A.-S. dele], n. A cold, shiver¬ 
ing sensation preceding fever or ague. a. 
Cold; causing coolness, v.t. To make 
cold; to oool suddenly; to depress, 
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dispirit, chilling, a. chilly, a. Making 
cold; distant in manner, chilliness, n. 
chilli (chil'i) [Mex.], n. {pi. -ies) The 
dried ripe pod of red pepper, capsicum. 
chime (chim) [O.F. chimble , Gr. kumbalon y 
CYMBAL], n. Harmonic or consonant snusi- 
cal sounds; a number of bells tuned in 
harmonious succession; harmony, accord. 
v.i. To sound in harmony or accord; 
to ring, strike the hour, etc.; to accord, 
agree, v.t. To ring a series of bells, 
chimera (kl-m6r'4) [Gr. chimaira % she- 
goat], n. A fabulous fire-eating monster, 
with a lion’s head, a serpent’s tail, and 
the body of a goat; {fig.) an Idle fancy, 
a bugbear, chimerical, a. Purely 
imaginary. 

chimney (chim'ni) [O.F. cheminie], n. 
The passage through which smoke escapes 
from a fire into the open air; a glass tube 
for a lamp; a vertical fissure In rock, 
chimney-piece, n. The ornamental frame 
round a 6replace. 

chimpanzee (chira-p4n-ze'} [native name], 
n. A large African anthropoid ape. 
chin (chin) [A.-S. ctn], n. The front 
part of the lower jaw. 
china (chl'n4) [name of country], n. 

Porcelain, first brought from China, 
chine (chin) [O.F. eschine], n. The back¬ 
bone or spine. 

Chinese (chl-nfiz'}. a. Of or belonging to 
China, n. A native or the language of 
China. 

chink (1) (chink) [?], n. A narrow cleft, 
chink (2) [onomat.J, n. A jingling sound 
as of coin; money. 

chintz (chints) [Hind. ehfnt, variegated], n. 
Cotton cloth, printed in colours with 
floral devices, etc. 

chip (chip} [dim. of CHOP], n. A small 
piece of wood, stone, etc., chopped off; 
a thin slice of potato; wood or fibre In 
thin strips for making hats. v.t. To 
cut into chips, v.i . To break off in 
chips. 

Chippendale (chip'6n-dal), a. Applied to 
furniture of the light style introduced by 
Chippendale in the 18th cent, 
chir-, chiro- [Gr. cheir, hand], comb. form. 

Manual; having hands or hand-like organs, 
chiromancy (kl'rd-mSn-si) [CHIRO-, 
-mancy], n. Divination by means of the 
hand; palmistry. 

chiropodist (kl-rop'6-dist) [CHIRO-, Gr. 
pous podos , foot], n. One skilled in the 
care of the feet, chiropody, n. 
chirp (chgrp) [imit.], v.i. To make a 
quick, sharp sound (as birds); to talk 
cheerfully, n. A sharp, quick sound of 
a bird, or one like it. chirpy, a. Cheer¬ 
ful ; vivacious. 

Chirrup (chir'up) [CHIRP], v.i. To chirp, 
make a twittering sound. 

Chisel (chiz'el) [O.F. ciseV], n. An edged 
tool for cutting wood, iron, or stone. 
v.t. To cut, pare, or grave with a chisel; 
{slang) to cheat, chiselled, a. 

Chit (1) (chit) [kitten], n. A child; 
young girl. 


chit (2) [Hind.], n. {Ang.-Tnd.) A letter 
or note. 

chit-chat (chit'chSt) [chat], n. Trifling 
talk. 

chivalry (shiv'al-ri) [O.F. chevalerie], n. 
The knightly system of the Middle Ages; 
nobleness and gallantry of spirit, courtesy, 
respect for and defence of the weak; 
knights collectively, chivalrous, -ric 
(shiv'41-rus, -rik), o. Pertaining to 
chivalry; high-spirited, gallant, noble, 
chlor-, chloro- [Gr. chlbros , green], comb, 
form. Greenish; pertaining to chlorine, 
chloral (klflr'al) [chlor-. al(oohol)], n. 
{Chem.) A narcotic obtained by the action 
of chlorine on alcohol, 
chlorine (klor'in) [CHLOR-, -INE], n. A 
yellow-green gas obtained from common 
salt, used as a disinfectant and for 
bleaching. 

chloroform (kldr'6-form) [chloro-. 
FORMIC], n. A volatile fluid used to 
produce anaesthesia. 

chlorophyll (kl5r'6-fil) [CHLORO-, Gr. 
phullon, a leaf], n. Green colouring- 
matter of plants. 

chock (chok) [?], n. A wood block, 
wedge-shaped, adv. As close as pos¬ 
sible; tightly, fully, chock-full, adv. 
Quite full. 

chocolate (chok'6-lat) [Mex. choco , cacao, 
latl, water], n. The paste, cake, or 
beverage made from the roasted kernels 
of the cacao-tree. 

choice fchois) [O.F. chois ], n. The power 
or act of choosing; the thing chosen; 
selection; the best part. a. Selected; 
of great value, careful, fastidious, 
choir (kwlr) [M. E. queir , Gr. choros ], n. 
A band of singers, e9p. in a church; the 
part of the church allotted to the singers, 
choke (ch5k) [A.-S. d-ceocian], v.t. To 
block or compress the windpipe so as to 
prevent breathing; to smother, to stifle. 
v.i. To have the windpipe stopped; to 
be blocked up. n. The action of choking, 
choler (kol'6r) [M.B. and O.F. colere , L. 
and Gr. cholera , as next], n. Anger; 
tendency to anger, choleric, a. 
cholera (kol'^r-A) [Gr. chole , bile], n. 
{Med.) A disease characterized by violent 
vomiting and purging, tending to run a 
rapidly fatal course. 

choose (chooz) A.-S. ciosan ], v.t. {past 
chose, p.p. chosen} To take by prefer¬ 
ence, to select; to feel inclined, v.t. 
To make one’s choice, 
chop (1) (chop) [chap (1)], v.t. To cut 
off suddenly; to cut short or into parts. 
n. The act of chopping; a stroke; a 
piece chopped off; a piece of mutton or 
pork on a rib; {pi.) broken waves, 
chopper, n. A butcher’s cleaver, 
chop (2) [?], v.t. To exchange, barter. 

v.i. To shift suddenly, as the wind, 
chopsticks (chop'stiks) [Chinese k'w&i- 
tsze , quick ones], n.pl. Two small sticks 
used by the Chinese to eat with, 
choral (kor'al) [CHORUS], a. Sung by a 
choir; chanted or sung, chorally, adv. 
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Chord (kfird) [Gr. chordi ], ». The string of 
a musical instrument; the simultaneous 
and harmonious union of sounds: ( Gtom .) 
a straight line joining two points in a curve, 
chorister (kor ; is-ter) [choir], n. A singer 
in a choir. 

chorus (kSr'tis) [L, from Gr. choros ], n. 
A band of persons singing in concert; the 
refrain of a song 

chough (chfif) [imli.], n. A bird of the 
crow family. 

chrism (kri7.m) [A.-S. crisma, Gr. chriein, 
to anoint], n. Consecrated oil. 

Christ (krist) [Gr. Christos ( chriein , to 
anoint)], n. The Anointed One; the 
Saviour, Messiah. Christless, o. With¬ 
out faith in or without the spirit of Christ. 
Christlike, o. 

christen (knsn) [A.-S. cristnian ], v.L To 
baptize. to name. 

Christendom (krisn'ddm) [A.-S.], n. 
Christians collectively; the parts in¬ 
habited by them. 

Christian (kris'tyAn) [L. Christi&nus], n. 
One who believe? in or professes the religion 
of Christ, a civilized person as distin¬ 
guished from a savage, a. Pertaining to 
Christ ot Christianity. Christianity, n. 
The doctrines and precepts taught by 
Christ, faitb in Christ and His teaching, 
christianize, v.t. To convert to Chris¬ 
tianity. 

Christmas (kris'mAs) [A.-S. cristes massse], 
n. The festival of the Nativity, Dec. 25; 
Christmas-tide. a. Pertaining or appro¬ 
priate to Christmas o» its festivities. 
Christmas-box, n. A Christmas present. 
Christmas-tide, ». The season of 
Christmas. 

chromatic (kro-m&t'ik) [Gr. chrOma - atos , 
colour], a. Relating to colour; (Mus.S 
including notes not belonging to the 
regular scale, chromatic scale, n. 
(Mus.) A succession of semi-tones, 
chrome [as prec.], n. Chromium; s 
yellow pigment. 

chromolithograph (kr5-m6-lith'd-gr&f) [as 
CHROME, LITHOGRAPH], It. A picture 
printed in colours from stone, 
chronic (kron'ik) [Gr. chronos t time], a. 

Applied to diseases of long duration, 
chronicle (kron'ikl) [as prec.], n. A 
register of events in order of time; a 
history, v.t. To record in a chronicle, 
chrono- [Gr. chronos, time], comb. form. 

Pertaining to time or dates, 
chronology (kro-nol'6-ji) [CHRONO-, -LOGY], 
n. The science of computing time; a 
tabular list of dates, chronologist, n. 
chronological, a. 

chronometer (krd-nom'A-t6r) [CHRONO-, 
-meter], n. An instrument that measures 
time with great exactness, 
chrysalis (kris'a-lis) [Gr. chrusallis ], n. 
{pi. -ises, -ides). The last stage through 
which a caterpillar passes before becoming 
perfect; the pupa. 

chrysanthemum (kris-Sn'thA-mum) [Gr. 
chrusantheinon, marigold], a. A genua of 
composite plants. 


chrysolite (kris'o-lit) [Gr. CHRYSO-, - lithos , 
stone], n. A green-coloured translucent 
mineral; olivine. 

chub (chftb) [?], n. A coarse river-fish, 
chubby, a. Fat, plump (esp. in the 
face), chubbiness, n. 
chuck [?], ». A slight tap or blow under 
the chin; a toss or throw. v.t. To tap 
under the chin; to fling, throw, 
chuckle (chukl) [chuck (1)], v.i. To 
utter a half-suppressed laugh; to exult 
to oneself, n. A short half-laugh, 
chum (chiim) [?], n. A comrade and close 
companion, v.i. To make a great friend 
of. chummy, a. 

chunk (chfink) [?], n. A short, thick 
lump of anything, chunky, o. 
church (church) [A.-S. circe], n. A building 
consecrated for Christian worship; a body 
of Christian believers worshipping in 
one place, Christians collectively; the 
organization of a religious body; the 
clergy. M. To say the thanksgiving 
service for a woman after child-birth, a. 
Of or pertaining to church; ecclesiastical, 
churchman, n. A cleric, ecclesiastic, 
churchwarden, n. A lay officer of a 
church who acts as its legal representative; 
a long clay pipe, churchyard, n. The 
ground adjoining the church consecrated 
foi the burial of the dead, 
churl (chgrl) [A.-S. ceorf}, n. A serf; a 
peasant, boor; a surly, clownish fellow, 
churlish, a. 

churn (ch5rn) [A.-S. cyrin], n. A vessel in 
which milk or cream is agitated in order 
to produce butter; a large can for trans¬ 
porting milk. v.t. To agitate in a churn, 
chute (shoot) [F.], n. Ad inclined trough 
for conveying water, timber, grain, eto. 
to a lower level; a toboggan-slide, 
chutney (chfit'ni) [Hind. cAafnl], n. A 
hot East Indian condiment, 
chyle (kll) [Gr. chulos ], n. The milky 
fluid separated from the chyme in the 
intestines and assimilated with the blood, 
chyme (klm) [Gr. chumos], n. The pulpv 
mass of digested food before the chyle Is 
separated from it. 

cicatrix (sik'a-triks) [L.], n. {pi. -trices) 
The scar left after a wound has healed, 
cic'atrize, v.i. To skin over, 
cicerone (chich-er-6'ni) [It.], ». (pi. -on!) 
A guide. 

-cide (sld) [L. -cidium ( ccedere , to kill)], 
suf.. e.g., fratricide , regicide , tyrannicide. 
cider (sJ'd6r) [O.F. sidre , Gr. sikera, Heb. 
shikar , strong drink], n. The juice of 
apples fermented. 

cigar (si-gar") [Sp. cigarro], n. A roll of 
tobacco leaf for smoking, cigarette 
(sig-A-ret') [dim. of prec.], n. Cut to¬ 
bacco rolled in thin paper for smoking. 
Cimmerian (si-mer'i-An) [Gr. Kimmerios ], 
a. Pertaining to the Cimmerii or their 
country, which was fabled to be in a state 
of perpetual darkness; profoundly dark, 
cinch (sinch) [Sp. cincha ], «. A broad 
saddle-girth ; a firm grip, a certainty, 
cinchona (sin-kfi'nA) \fihinchon % Peruvian 
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Viceroy in 17th cent.], n. A tree yielding 
Peruvian bark, the source of quinine, 
cincture (sink'tur) [L. cinctUrd], n. A 
belt, girdle. 

cinder (sin'd6r) [A.-S. sindef ], ». A 

partly-burnt coal; light slag, 
cinematograph (sin-S-m&t'o-gr&f) [Gt. 
kinema, -matos, movement, -GRAPH], n. 
An apparatus for throwing a series of 
photographs on to a screen at high speed 
so as to give the effect of continuous 
motion. 

cinerary (sin'6r-4r-i) [L. cinis, ashes], a. 
Pertaining to ashes, cinerary-urn, n. 
An urn for the ashes of the dead. 
Cingalese (sing'gA-lgz') [Sansk. sinhalam , 
Ceylon], n. A native or the language of 
Ceylon, a. Pertaining to Ceylon, its 
people, or language. 

cinnamon (sin'a-m6n) [Gr. kinambmon, 
Heb. qinn&mfin], n. The aromatic bark 
of an East Indian tree used as a spice, 
cinque (sink) [F.], n. Five, esp. at cards 
or dice, cinquefoil, n. Plants of the 
genus Potentilla; an ornamental foliation 
used in tracery, etc. 

Cipher (sl'f6r) [Arab, $ifr, empty], n. The 
symbol 0, naught; a monogram, device; 
a code used for secret correspondence; 
a coded message; a person or thing of no 
importance, v.i. To do arithmetic, 
circle (s?rkl) [A.-S. circul, L. circulus , a 
small ring], n. A plane figure bounded by 
a curved line (the circumference) which is 
equidistant at every point from a point 
within the figure called the centre; a 
ring, a round figure or enclosure; a 
complete series; any series ending as it 
begins, and perpetually repeated; a 
period, cycle; a number of persons or 
things bound together by some bond. 
v.t. To move round; to surround, 
circled, o. circlet, n. 
circuit (sSr'kit) [L. circuitus, a going 
round], n. The act of moving round, a 
revolution; the line enclosing a space, 
the distance round about j the periodical 
visitation of judges, the district visited; a 
continuous electrical communication be¬ 
tween the poles of a battery; a series of 
conductors through which a current passes, 
circuitous, a. Indirect, roundabout, 
circular (s6r'kfi-lar) [L. circularise a. In 
the shape of or pertaining to a circle; 
addressed in identical terms to a number 
of persons, n. A letter, etc., of which 
a copy is sent to many persons, cir¬ 
cularise, v.t. To send circulars to. 
circulate (s6r'kii-iat) [L. circulSre ], vA. 
To move round; to pass from point to 
point or hand to hand (as money); to 
be diffused, v.t. To cause to pass from 
point to point or hand to hand; to spread, 
circulating, a. That circulates; current; 
{Math.) recurring, circulation, n. The 
act of circulating; the state of being 
circulated; the motion of the blood, by 
which it is propelled by the heart through 
the arteries and returned through the 
veins; distribution. 


circum- (sSr'kum) [L.], pref. Bound, 
round about; indirectly, 
circumambient (ser-kum-Sm'bi-6nt) [CIR¬ 
CUM-, L., ambiens - entem , going round 
(ambi- y about. Ire, to go)], a. Going round 
about; surrounding. 

circumcise (sSr'kfim-si*) [CIRCUM-, L. 
ccedere , to cut], v.t. To cut off the foreskin, 
circumcision, n. 

circumference (s£r-fcOm'ttr-£ns) [CIRCUM-, 
L. ferre, to bear], n. The line that 
bounds a circle; a periphery, circuit, 
circumflex (sSr'kflm-fleks) [CIRCUM-, L. 
ffexus, bent], n. A mark (*) used to 
indicate accent, quality, or contraction, 
circumjacent (sgr-k£im-j!l's6nt) [CIRCUM-, 
L. jacire , to lie], a. Bordering, 
circumlocution (ser-kum-ld-ku'shtin) [CIR¬ 
CUM-, LOCUTION], n. The use of round¬ 
about or evasive language, or of many 
words where few would suffice, circum¬ 
locutory, a. 

circumnavigate (sSr-khm-nXv'i-glt) [CIR¬ 
CUM-, NAVIGATE], v.t. To sail completely 
round. 

circumscribe (sSr'kfim-skrtb) [CIRCUM-, 
L. s crib ere, to write], e.f. To limit, define 
by bounds, restrict; ( Oeom .) to surround 
with a figure that touches at every point, 
circumspect (ser'kiim-spekt) [CIRCUM-, 
L. specere , to look], a. Looking on all 
sides; cautious, wary, circumspection, 
n. 

circumstance (sSr'kftm-stftns) [circum-, 
L. stSre , to stand], n. Something attending 
or relative to a fact or case; an incident, 
event; (pi.) the facts, relations, influences, 
etc., that affect an act, an event, or one’s 
living, circumstan'tiai, a. Depending 
on circumstances; incidental, not essential, 
circumstantiality , n. 
circumvent (ser'kum-vent) [CIRCUM-, L. 
venire , to come], v.t. To outwit, to get 
the best of. circumvention, n. 
circus (sSr'kfis) [L., a ring], n. A place 
where horsemanship and acrobatic feats 
are exhibited; a circle of buildings at 
the intersection of streets, 
cirrus (sir'us) [L., a curl], n. A tendril; a 
slender filament; a lofty feathery cloud, 
cis- (sis) [L., on this side of], pref. On 
this side of. cisal'pine, a. On the 
Roman side of the Alps, 
cist (sist) [Gr. kistf, chest], n. A prehistoric 
tomb consisting of a row of stones with a 
flat stone for cover. 

cistern (sis'ttfrn) [O.F. cisteme ], n. A 
storage place for water, etc.; a reservoir, 
citadel (sit'a-d61) [F. citadelle\, n. A fort 
in a city; a stronghold; a final retreat, 
cite (sit) [F. citer ], v.t. To quote, allege as 
an authority; to summon to appear in 
court, ci'table, a. cita'tion, n. 
cithern (sith'crn) [Gr. kitharae n. A 
media?val lute. 

citizen (sit'i-z6n) [M.E., citesein , O.F., 
citeain ], n. A member of a state in the 
enjoyment of political rights; a burgess; 
a dweller in a town, citizenship, n. 
citron (sit'rdn) [L. citrus), n. A tree bearing 
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large lemon-like fruit, citrate, n. A salt 
of citric acid, citric, a. Derived from the 
citron, esp. of the acid found in lemons, 
citrons, limes, oranges, etc. 
city (sit'i) [O.F. ciU t L. cHitas ], n. A town 
incorporated by a charter; a cathedral 
town; the inhabitants of a city, 
civet (siv'6t) [Arab, zab&d ], n. A resinous 
musky substance obtained from the civet- 
cat and used as a perfume, civet-cat, n. 
A carnivorous quadruped from Asia, 
civic (siv'ik) [L. cltucuj], a. Pertaining to 
a city or citizens; urban, municipal. 

Civil (siv'il) [L. clvfZw], a. Delating to the 
community; pertaining to citizens or to 
social, commercial, and administrative 
affairs; not military or naval; municipal, 
legislative; civilized, polite, courteous, 
civilian (si-vil'yAn) [as prec.], n. A 
person not belonging to the armed forces 
of a state; a member of the Indian civil 
service, civility, n. The quality of being 
civil; politeness, courtesy, civilly, adv. 
civilize (siv'il-Iz) [P. civiliser], v.t. To 
instruct in the arts and relinements of 
civilized society, civilization, n. The 
act or process of civilizing; the state of 
being civilized; civilized society, 
clack (kl&k) [prob. imit.], v.t. To make a 
sharp, sudden noise; to ohatter noisily. 
». A sudden, sharp sound, 
claim (kl&m) [L. cldmdre , to call out], v.t. 
To demand as a right; to assert that one 
has or is (something) or has done (some¬ 
thing). n. A real or supposed right; a 
piece of land allotted to one or marked 
out with the intention of acquiring it. 
claimable, a. claimant, it. One who 
makes a claim. 

clairvoyance (klar-voi'Ana) [P. clair, clear, 
voir, to see], n. The power of perceiving 
objects not present to the senses, clair¬ 
voyant, n. One who has this power, 
clam (kl&m) [A.-S. clamm, fetter], n. A 
clamp or vice; an edible bivalve, 
clamber (kl&m'b6r) [prob. A.-S. climban , to 
climb], v.i. To climb up with difficulty, 
n. A climb. 

clammy (kl&m'i), o. Damp; sticky, 
adhesive, clamminess, n. 
clamour (kl&ra'6r) [L. cl&mor], n. An 
outcry; loud and continuous shouting, 
expressions of complaint, demand, or 
appeal, v.i. To cry out loudly and 
earnestly; to demand or complain im¬ 
portunately. clamorous, o. 

Clamp (kl&mp) [?], n. Anything rigid 
which strengthens, fastens, or binds; a 
heap of turf, potatoes, etc. v4. To unite 
with a clamp. 

clan (kl&n) [Gael, clann], n. A tribe or 
number of families of the same name, 
united under a chieftain representing a 
common ancestor; (Jig.) a clique, set. 
clannish, a. United closely together, 
clansman, ». A member of a clan, 
clandestine (kl&n-des'tin) [F.], a. Secret, 
surreptitious, underhand. 

Clang (kl&ng) [L. clangere ], v.t. To strike 
together, so as to cause a sharp, ringing 


sound, clangor, n. A sharp, ringing 
sound, clangorous, a. 
clank (kl&nk) [onomat.], v.t. To strike 
together so as to make a heavy rattling 
sound, n. A sound as of solid metallic 
bodies struck together, 
clap (kl&p) [M.B. clapperi], v.t. To strike 
together noisily; to shut, put, or place sud¬ 
denly or hastily; to applaud by striking the 
hands together, v.t. To shut (as a door) 
with a bang; to strike the hands together 
in applause, n. The noise made by the 
collision of flat surfaces; a sudden loud 
noise; a peal of thunder, clapper, a. 
The tongue of a bell. 

claptrap (klip'trap) [CLAP, TRAP], n. 
Showy words or deeds designed to win 
applause or public favour, 
claret (klSr'et) [O.F. clairet , dim of clair , 
clear], n. A light red Bordeaux wine, 
clarify (kl&r'i fi) [L. cldrus, clear, facere , to 
make], v.t. To clear from impurities; to 
make transparent, v.t. To become trans¬ 
parent. clarification, n. 
clarion (kl&r'i-6n) [O.F. clarori], n. A kind 
of trumpet, with a narrow tube, and loud 
and clear note. a. Loud and clear, 
clarionet', n. A musical instrument, 
clarity (kl&r'i-ti) [O.F. clartt ], n. Clearness, 
clash (kl&sh) [imit.], v.t. To make a loud 
noise by striking against something; to 
come into collision; to disagree, v.t. To 
cause one thing to strike against another 
so as to produce a noise, n. The noise 
roduced by the violent collision of two 
odies; opposition, conflict, 
clasp (klasp) [M.E. claspen , A.-S. clyppan ], 
n. A catch, hook, etc., for fastening; 
a close embrace, a grasp; a commemorat¬ 
ing bar attached to a medal-ribbon, v.t. 
To fasten or shut with a clasp or buckle; 
to fasten (a clasp); to embrace, grasp, 
v.t. To cling (to). 

class (klas) [L. classis], n. A number of 
persona or things ranked together; social 
rank; a number of students taught to¬ 
gether: a division of animals or plants 
next above an order. v.t. To arrange in 
a class or classes. 

classic (kl&s'ik) [L. classicus], n. An 
author (esp. Greek or Latin) of the first 
rank; a recognized masterpiece; one versed 
in Greek and Latin literature; a follower of 
classic models as opposed to romantic; 
(pi.) ancient Greek and Latin literature; 
the study of these, a. Pertaining to 
this literature; of the first rank in liter¬ 
ature or art; pure, restrained; of standard 
authority; clear-cut, regular (of the 
features), classical, a. classicalism, 
n. clas sicism, n. A classic style or 
idiom; devotion to or imitation of the 
classics; classical scholarship, 
classify (klSs'i-fl) [CLASS, -FT], v.t. To 
assign to a class, classifiable, o. clas¬ 
sification, n. classifier, n. 
clatter (kl&ttr) [A.-S. clatrian ], v.i . To 
make a sharp rattling noise, v.t. To 
cause to rattle, n. A continuous rat¬ 
tling. 
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Clause (klawz) [O.F., L. clausa , closed], n. 
A distinct part of a composition; a short 
sentence; a subdivision of a compound 
sentence. 

clavicle (klSv'ikl) [L. clavicula , a small 
key], n. The collar-bone, 
claw (klaw) [A.-S. clatcti], n. The sharp 
hooked nail of a bird or beast; the pincers 
of a crab, lobster, etc. v.t. To use the 
claws for tearing. 

clay (kli) [A.-S. eEty], n. Tenacious, 
plastic earth; (fig.) the grosser part of 
human nature, the body; a clay-pipe, 
claymore (kla'mor) [Gael. Haidheamh mor , 
great sword], n. A two-edged sword used 
by Highlanders. 

clean (kl€n) [A.-S. clcenc ], a. Free from 
dirt, stain, blemish, imperfection, disease, 
defilement; pure, holy; smart, dexterous, 
unerring; complete, adv. Quite, com¬ 
pletely; cleverly, v.t. To cleanse, to 
purify. cieanable, a. cleaner, n. 
cleanly (1) (klen'li), adv. In a clean 
manner, cleanness, n. 
cleanly (2) (klen'li) [A.-S. clOnlic], a. 
Clean; clean in person and habits, 
cleanlily, adv. cleanliness, n. 
cleanse (klenz) [A.-S. cl&nsiari], v.t. To 
make clean, purify; (Bibl.) to cure, 
clear (kler) [L. cldrus ], a. Free from 
darkness, dullness, or opacity; luminous, 
transparent, serene, unclouded; brightly 
intelligent; lucid, evident; easily appre¬ 
hended; net. adv. Completely; quite; 
apart, free from risk of contact, v.t. 
To make clear; to free from dimness, 
ambiguity, imputation, etc.; to exone¬ 
rate; to pay off all charges; to realize 
as profit; to pass over without touching. 
v i. To become clear, bright, or serene, 
clearance, n. The act of clearing; the 
state of being cleared; clear profit; pass¬ 
ing through the Clearing House; a cer¬ 
tificate that- a ship has been cleared at 
the Custom-house, clearing, n. A tract 
of land cleared for cultivation, clearing¬ 
house, n. A house or office where the 
operation of clearing is performed, esp. 
that in London for banks, clearness, n. 
The state of being clear; perspicuity, 
cleat (klet) [M.E., clete, a wedge], «. A 
piece of wood or iron for fastening ropes 
upon. 

cleave (1) (klev) [A.-S. clifian ], v.i. (past 
cleaved, # clave). To stick, to adhere, 
cleave (2) [A.-S. cleofan ], v.t. (past clove, 
cleft, p.p. cloven, cleft) To split asunder 
with violence, to divide forcibly; to make 
one’s way through, v.i. To split, to crack, 
cleavage, (klS'vaj), n. The act of cleav¬ 
ing. cleaver, n. A butcher’s axe. 
cleek (klek) [M.E. cleche ]. n. An iron¬ 
headed golf-club. 

clef (kief) [F.], n. (Mus.). A character at 
the beginning of a stave denoting the 
pitch. 

cleft (kleft) [cleave (2)], n. A split, 
crack. 

clematis (klem'd-tis) [Gr. klSmatis], n. A 
ranunculaceous plant, traveller’s joy. 


clement (klem'ent) [L. climens]. a. Mild, 
gentle; forgiving, merciful, clemency,n. 
clench (klench) [A.-S. be-clencaii\ y v.t. 
To rivet; to grasp firmly; to close or fix 
firmly (as the hands or teeth), 
clerestory (kl§r'st5r-i) [clear, STORY], n. 
The upper part of the nave, choir, etc., of 
a church containing windows above the 
roofs of the aisles. 

clergy (kISr'ji) [O.F. clergie, Gr. klirikos], 
n. The body of men ordained for the 
service of the Christian Church, clergy¬ 
man, n. An ordained Christian minister, 
cleric (kler'ik) [as prec.j, n. A clergy¬ 
man, ecclesiastic. 

clerical (kler'ik-41) [late L. cltricalis , from 
prec.], o. Relating to the clergy, or to a 
clerk, clericalism, n. Undue influence 
of the clergy. 

clerk (klark) [A.-S. clcrc ], u. A cleric, 
clergyman; the lay officer of a parish 
church; one employed to assist in corre¬ 
spondence, book-keeping, etc., one who 
has charge of an office or department, 
subject to a higher authority, clerk in 
Holy orders, n. An ordained elergvman. 
clever (klev'^r) [?], a. Dexterous, skilful; 

expert, ingenious, cleverness, a. 
clew (kloo) [A.-S. clhcen], n. The corner 
of a sail; the cords by which a hammock 
is suspended; a clue. v.t. To truss up to 
the yard. 

cliche (kle'sha) [F. f stereotyped], n. A 
stereotype; (Phot.) a negative; (Jig.) a 
hackneyed phrase. 

click <.klik) [irait.J, v.i. To make a slight, 
sharp noise, n. A slight, sharp sound; a 
latch. 

client (klf'tat) [L. client], n. One who 
employs a lawyer; one who entrusts any 
business to a professional man; a cus¬ 
tomer. clientele (kle-an-tai], n. Clients 
or dependents collectively, 
cliff (klif) [A.-S. c/t/], n. A steep rock; a 
precipice. 

climacteric (kll-m&k't6r-ik) [as CLIMAX], 
7i. A critical period in human life, when 
some great change is supposed to take 
place. 

climate (kll'mat) [Gr. klima-aios , a slope, 
region], n. The meteorological condi¬ 
tions of a place or country, 
climax (kll'm&ks) [Gr., kltmax , a ladder 
(klinein, to slope)], n. The highest point, 
climb (kllm) [A.-S. climban ], v.t. To 
ascend (esp. by hands and feet), tendrils, 
etc.., co rise; to slope upwards, n. An 
ascent; the act of ascending, climbable 
(kli'mAhl), a. climber ^kll'm^r), n. 
clime (kllm) [climate], n. A region; a 
climate. 

clinch (klinch) [clench], v.t. To clench, 
rivet; to drive home or establish; to 
make a rope-end fast. n. The act of 
clinching; a grip; a pun. clincher, n. 
A conclusive argument or statement, 
cling (kling) [A.-S. clingan ], v.i. (past and 
p.p. clung). To adhere closely and 
tenaciously; to be faithful to. 
clinic (klin'ik) [Gr. klini y a bed], n. One 
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confined to bed by sickness: bedside in¬ 
struction in hospitals, clinical, a. 
clink (klink) [imit.], n. A sharp, tinkling, 
metallic sound, v. To cause to clink, 
clinker (kling'kSr) [M. Dut. klinckaert], n. 
Vitrified slag; bricks run together in a 
mass by heat. 

clip (1) (klip) [prob. Icel. klip pa], v.t. To 
cut with shears; to trim; to cut away. 
v.i. To run or go swiftly, n. A shear¬ 
ing; the whole wool of a season; a blow, 
dipper, n. A fast-sailing vessel. clip¬ 
ping, n. A piece clipped off. 
clip (2) [A.-S. clyppan ], v.t. To clasp, to 
embrace, n. An appliance for gripping, 
clique (kl5k) [F.], n. A small number of 
associated persons; an exclusive set. 
cliquish, a. cliquishness, n. cliquism, 
n. cliquy, a. 

cloak (kl5k) [M.E. and O.F. cloke ], n. A 
loose, wide, outer garment ; a disguise, 
pretext, v.t. To cover with a cloak; to 
disguise: to hide, cloak-room, n. A 
public place where small parcels, etc., can 
be deposited. 

clock (1) (klok) [O.F. cloque , med. L. eloca , 
a bell], n. An instrument for measuring 
time, clockwise, adv. In the way of 
the hands of a clock, from left to right, 
clockwork, n. The train of wheels, 
springs, etc., producing motion in a clock, 
clock (2) [?], n. Ornamental work on a 
stocking. 

clod (klod) [CLOT], n. A lump of earth or 
clay; any concreted mass; mere lifeless 
matter. 

clog (klog) [?], n. Anything that impedes 
motion or freedom; a shoe with a wooden 
sole, a sabot, v.t. To hamper with a 
weight; to hinder; to choke up. 
cloister (klois'tir) [O.F. cloistre ], n. A 
place of religious seclusion; an arcade 
along the sides of a quadrangle, etc. 
cloistered, a. Furnished with cloisters, 
close (1) (kldz) [O.F. clos, shut], v.t. To 
shut to; to fill (up) an opening; to bring 
together; to conclude, v.i. To shut; 
to coalesce; to cease; to come to terms; 
to grapple, n. The act of closing; an 
end. 

dose (2) (kids) [as prec.], a. Closed, con¬ 
fined, shut in; solid, compact; near to¬ 
gether in time or space; intimate; nearly 
alike; attentive; apt, accurate; oppres¬ 
sive, stifling; limited; secret, reticent; 
parsimonious, adv. Near, close to; 
closely, n. An enclosure; the precincts 
of a cathedral, etc.; a blind alley, closely, 
adv. closeness, n. 

closet (kloz'^t) [dim. as prec.], n. A small 
room for retirement; a privy, 
closure (kld'zhdr) [O.F.], n. The act of 
shutting; the power of terminating debate 
in a legislative assembly, v.t. To apply 
this power. 

dot (klot) [A.-S. clott ], n. A clod, lump, 
ball; a small coagulated mass, esp. of 
blood. 

cloth (kloth) [A.-S. clath ), n. A woven 
fabric of wool, flax, cotton, etc. 


clothe (kl fith) [A.-S. cldthian ], v.t. (past 
clothed, clad). To furnish or cover with 
clothes, clothing, n. Clothes, 
clothes (kloMz), n.pl. Garments, dress, 
clothier (kl6'<Ai-6r) [orig. clother ], n. A 
manufacturer or seller of cloth or clothing, 
cloud (kloud) [A.-S. clUd ], n. A mass of 
visible vapour floating in the upper regions 
of the atmosphere; a volume of smoke, 
etc., resembling a cloud; a veil which ob¬ 
scures or darkens; a temporary depres¬ 
sion; a great number, a multitude, v.t. 
To overspread with clouds, to darken; to 
mark with cloud-like spots, v.i. To 
grow cloudy, cloud-burst, n. A sudden 
and heavy fall of rain, cloudless, a. 
cloudy, a. Consisting of or overspread 
with clouds; marked with veins or spots; 
obscure, confused; dull, gloomy, 
clout (klout) [A.-S. clut ], n. A piece of 
rag, et<c. 

clove (1) (kl5v) [F. clou], n. A dried* 
unexpanded flower-bud of the clove-tree, 
used as a spice. 

clove (2) [A.-S. clufu ], n. A small bulb 
forming part of a compound bulb, as in 
garlic. 

cloven (klS'v6n) [CuEAVK (2)], a. Divided 
into two parts; cleft, 
clover (klfi'v6r) [A.-S. clafre ], «. A trefoil 
used for fodder. 

clown (kloun) [A, n. A rustic, a clumsy, 
awkward lout; a buffoon in a circus or 
pantomime, clownery, n. clownish, o. 
cloy (kloi) [?], v.t. To satiate, to glut, 
club (klfib) [M.E. clubbe], n. A wooden 
weapon with one end heavier than the 
other; a bent stick for driving a ball; a 
suit at cards (denoted by a trefoil); an 
association of persons governed by self- 
imposed regulations; the place in which 
such an association meets, v.t. To beat 
with a club; to gather into a clump; to 
contribute for a common object, v.i. To 
join for a common object, club-foot, n. 
A short, deformed foot. cfe-b-house, n. 
The house occupied by a club, club-law, 
n. Government by force, 
cluck (klfik) [imit.], n. The call of a hen 
or similar sound, v.i. To utter the cry 
of a hen to her chickens, 
clue (kloo) [CLEW], n. A ball of thread, 
esp. serving as a guide; anything that 
serves as a hint for the solution of a prob¬ 
lem or mystery, clueless, o. 
clumber (kltim'bGr) [Duke of Newcastle’s 
seat, Notts.], n. A variety of spaniel, 
clump (klump) [CLUB (Icel. klubba)], n. 

A thick cluster of shrubs, flowers, etc. 
clumsy (klfim'zi) [M.E. clumsed , be¬ 
numbed], a. Awkward, ill-constructed; 
tactless, clumsily, adv. clumsiness, n. 
cluster (kliis't6r) [A.-S. clyster], n. A num¬ 
ber of persons or things of the same kind 
gathered or growing together; a bunch; 
a group, v.i. To come or to grow into 
clusters. 

clutch (1) (kluch) [A.-S. clyccan, to clench], 
n. A snatch, grasp; the paw of a rapa- 
| clous animal; a coupling for shafting; a 
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contrivance for connecting and disconnect¬ 
ing machinery, v.t. To seize or grip, 
clutch (2) [obs. cleck, to hatch], n. A sit¬ 
ting (of eggs); a brood (of chickens), 
co- [L.], pref. CUM-, with, together, 
jointly, mutual; as in coalesce , coetemal y 
coefficient , coheir. 

coach (koch) [F. coche ], n. A large, close, 
four-wheeled vehicle; a railway carriage; 
a tutor, trainer, v.t. To prepare for an 
examination; to train, v.t. To travel 
in a coach; to read with a tutor, coach¬ 
house, n. coachman, n. 

'oadjutor (ko-ad-joo'tor) [L. coadjutor 
(CO-, AD-, juvdre, to help)], «. An assis¬ 
tant, colleague, coadjutrix, n. A female 
coadjutor. 

coagulate (ko-Sg'u-lftt) [L. co&gul&tus, im¬ 
pelled together], v.t. To cause to curdle. 
v.t. To become curdled; to congeal, 
coal (kol) [A.-S. coZ], n. A black solid 
carbonaceous fossil of vegetable origin 
used for fuel. v.t. To supply a ship with 
coals, v.t. To take in a supply of coals, 
coal-field, n. (Oeol.) A district where 
coal abounds, coal-gas, n. Impure car- 
buretted hydrogen obtained from coal 
and used for lighting and heating, coal- 
heaver, n. One employed in carrying, 
loading, or discharging coals, coal-hole, 
n. A small cellar for keeping coals, coal- 
measures, n.pl. The upper division 
of the carboniferous system, coal-scuttle, 
n. A utensil for holding coals for present 
use. coal-tar, n. Tar produced in the 
destructive distillation of bituminous 
coal. 

coalesce (kd-a-les') [CO-, L. alescere , to 
nourish], v.t. To unite into groups spon¬ 
taneously; to combine, form a coalition, 
coalescence, n. Concretion, coales - 
cent, a. coali'tion, n. A combination 
of persons or parties having different 
interests, coalitionist, n. 
coarse (k6rs) [?], a. Common, inferior; 
large in size or texture; rude, rough, 
unpolished, indelicate, coarseness, n. 
coast (kost) [O.F. coste ], n. That part of 
a country by the sea; the sea-shore, 
v.t. To sail near the shore or from 
port to port on the same coast; to 
descend on a cycle, etc., without applying 
motive power, coastal, a. Pertaining 
to coast-line, coaster, n. A vessel that 
coasts, coast-guard, n. A body of 
officials who watch to prevent smug¬ 
ging. 

coat (k5t) [O.F. cote] y n. An upper outer 
garment with sleeves; the fur or natural 
external covering of an animal; a layer 
covering and protecting another. v.t. To 
cover; to overspread with a layer, coat 
of arms, n. A herald’s tabard; an 
escutcheon; armorial bearings, 
coax (k5ks) [coAy*, a fool], v.t. To wheedle, 
to cajole, v.t. To practise cajolery in 
order to persuade, coaxer, ». 
cob (kob) [?], n. A lump or ball; a 
spider; a short stout horse for riding; a 
hazel-nut; the spike of Indian corn. 


cobalt (ko'bawlt) [G. kohold , a mine-demon], 
n. A greyish, brittle, close-grained metal¬ 
lic element. 

cobble (kobl) [ ?], n. A rounded stone used 
for paving; a roundish lump of coal. v.t. 
To pave with cobbles; to mend or patch 
clumsily, cobbler, n. One who mends 
shoes; a patcher, a clumsy workman, 
coble (kobl) [W. ceubal] y n. A flat, square- 
sterned fishing-boat. 

cobra (kd'brd) [Port.], n. An Indian 
viperine snake, which distends the neck 
into a kind of hood when excited, 
cobweb (kob'web) [cob, web,], n. The 
net spun by a spider for its prey, 
coca (ko'ka) [Peruv. cuca] y n. The dried 
leaf of a Peruvian plant chewed as a nar¬ 
cotic; the plant itself, 
cocaine (kd'kin) [prec., -INE], ». An 
alkaloid contained in coca leaves, used as 
a local anaesthetic. 

cochineal (koch'i-nSl) [L. coccineus], n. 
A scarlet dye made from the S. American 
insect, Coccus cacti. 

cock (1) (kok) [A.-S. core], n. The male of 
birds, esp. domestic fowls; a weather-cock; 
a short spout, a tap; the hammer of a gun 
or pistol; the act of sticking anything up¬ 
ward ; the turn so given, as of a hat, the 
eye, etc. v.t. To set erect; to set (the 
hat) jauntily on one side; to turn up (the 
nose), to turn (the eye) in a knowing 
fashion; to raise the hammer of. v.i. To 
stick up, project; to strut, swagger, 
bluster, cock-a-hoop : Strutting like a 
cock; exultant, cock-and-bull: Ap¬ 
plied to silly, exaggerated stories, cock¬ 
crow, n. Early dawn, cock-pit, n. A 
pit where game-cocks fight; part of the 
lower deck of a man-of-war, used as a 
hospital in action. cock-shy, n. A 
rough-and-ready target; a throw at a 
mark; a butt. 

cock (2) [Icel. kokkr , a lump, a ball], n. A 
small conical pile of hay. 
cockade (kd-kad') [F. coquarde y saucy], n. 
A knot, tuft, rosette, etc., worn in the 
hat as a badge. 

cockatoo (kok-4-too') [Malay kakatUa], n. 

A large crested parrot, 
cockatrice (kok'a-trls) [O.F. cocalrieel , n. 
The basilisk. 

cockchafer (kok'cha-fdr) [COCK (1), CHAFER] 
n. A large brown beetle, the May-bug. 
cocker (kok'dr) [?], v.t. To pamper, 
fondle, n. A small spaniel, 
cockerel (kok'dr-dl) [dim. of COCK (1)], 
n. A young cock. 

cockle (1) (kokl) [A.-S. cocceV\ y n. The 
darnel; a weed that chokes corn, 
cockle (2) [F. coquille , a shell], n. An 
edible bivalve mollusc; a shallow skiff, 
cockles of the heart : The feelings, 
cockney (kok'ni) [M.E. cokeney , a cock’s 
egg (applied to a foolish or effeminate 
person)], n. A native of London, esp. one 
born within sound of Bow-bells, Cheap- 
side. cockneydom, n. 
cockroach (kok'roch) [Sp. cucaracha] y n. 
An insect, the black beetle. 
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cocktail (kok'tai) [COCK (1), TAIL], n. A 
horse with tail docked very short; a kind 
of beetle; a mixed drink of spirits, iced 
and flavoured. 

coco, cocoa (1) (ko'kS) [Port, and Sp. 
coco, a bugbear], ». A tropical palm tree. 
Cocos nucifera. cocoa-nut, n. The fruit 
of this, a large nut with a white edible 
lining and a sweet liquid (cocoa-nut 
milk). 

cocoa (2) (kd'kd) [corr. of cacao], n. A 
preparation from the seeds of Theobroma 
cacao, cocoa-bean, n. The cacao seed, 
cocoon (kd-koon') [F. cocori], n. A silky 
covering spun by the larvae of certain 
insects in the chrysalis state, 
cod (1) (kod) [?], n. A large deep-sea 
food-fish. 

cod (2) [A.-S.], ». A husk or pod. 
coddle (kodl) [? CAUDLE], v.t. To pamper, 
code (kdd) [L. CODEX], n. A collection of 
statutes; a body of regulations systematic¬ 
ally arranged; a system of signals; char¬ 
acters and words used for brevity or secrecy; 
the principles accepted in any sphere of 
art, taste, conduct, etc. codify, v.t. To 
reduce to a systematic body, codiflca'- 
tion, ft. 

codex (kS'deks) [L. coder, a tablet, book], 
n. (pi. codices) A manuscript, esp. of 
the Bible or classical texts, 
codicil (kod'is-il) [L. cOdicillus , dim. of 
CODEX], ft. An appendix to a will, 
codling (1) (kod'ling) [-LING], w. A young 
cod. 

codling (2) -lin [M.B. querdling], ft. A 
tapering kind of apple; a baked apple, 
coefficient (ko-6-fish'6nt) [00-, efficient], 
n. Anvthing co-operating; (Math.) a 
factor (in 4 ab, 4 is the numerical and ab 
the literal coefficient). 

coenobite (se'nd-blt) [Gr. koinos , common, 
bios , life], ft. A monk living in com¬ 
munity. coenobitic (se-no-bitlk), a. 
coerce (k5-£rs') [L. CO-, arcire , to enclose], 
v.t. To restrain by force; to compel to 
obey, coercible, a. coercion, ft. Com¬ 
pulsion of a free agent; government by 
force, coercionist, ft. coercive, a. 
coessential (k6-6-sen'shAl) [CO-, essen¬ 
tial], a. Of the same essence, 
coeternal (k6-§-t£r'nal) [00-, eternal], a. 

Equally eternal with another, 
coeval (kd-e'vAl) [L. CO-, oevum , an age], 
a. Of the same age; existing at the same 
period, ft. A contemporary, 
coexecutor (kd-feg-zek'u-tdr) [00- EXECU¬ 
TOR] , ft. A joint executor, coexecutrix, n. 
coexist (ko-6g-zist') [00-, EXIST], v.i. To 
exist at the same time with, coexistent, a. 
coffee (kof'i) [Arab, qahtceh ], n. A tropical 
Asiatic and African shrub; its seeds; a 
beverage made from these roasted and 

S round, coffee-room, n. The public 
ining-room of a hotel. 

coffer (kof'er) [O.F. cofre , Gr. kophinos], n. 
A chest or box for holding valuables; (pi.) 
funds, financial resources, coffer-dam, ft. 
A water-tight enclosure used in laying 
foundations under water. 


coffin (kof'in) [O.F. cofin , as prec.], «. 
The chest in which a corpse is buried. 
v.t. To put into a coffin, 
cog (1) (kog) [Scand.], n. A tooth in a 
wheel or other gear for transmitting 
motion, v.t. To furnish with cogs, cog¬ 
wheel, w. A wheel furnished with cogs. 
cog (2) [?], v.t. To wheedle; to seduce by 
flattery, v.i. To cheat, esp. at dice, 
cogent (kd'jdnt) [L. cOgentem , compelling]. 
a. Powerful, convincing, cogency, ft. 
cogitate (koj'i-t&t) [L. cOgitatus], v.i. To 
think, reflect, v.t. To meditate, devise, 
cogita'tion, w. cogitative, a. 
cognac (ko'ny&k), ft. French brandy of 
fine quality. 

cognate (kog'nat) [00-, L. gn&tus , born], 
a. Akin, of common origin, 
cognition (kog-nish'un) [L. cognoscere , to 
learn], ft. The faculty of perceiving and 
knowing, as distinguished from the feelings 
and the will; a perception, intuition, a. 
cog'nitive. 

cognizance (kog'ni-zans, kon'i-zAns) [as 
prec.], w. Knowledge, recognition; judi¬ 
cial notice; jurisdiction, 
cognizant (kog'ni-zAnt) [prec.], a. Having 
cognizance (of); (Late) competent to take 
notice of. 

cognomen (kog-nd'men) [C0-, L. gndmen , 
ndmen , name], ft. A surname; a nick¬ 
name. 

cohabit (ko-hftb'it) [C0-, L. habit&re , to 
dwell], v.i. To live together as husband 
and wife, cohabitation, n. 
coheir (k5-ar') [C0-, heir], ft. A joint 
heir. 

cohere (ko-hSr') [00-, L. hcertre, to stick], 
v.i. To stick or hold together; to be 
logically consistent. coherence, ft. 
coherent, a. 

cohesion (kd-hd'zhdn) [as prec.], n. State 
of cohering; consistency, cohesive, a. 
coif (koif) [O.F. coife], n. A close-fitting 
cap. v.t. To cover with a coif, 
coiffure (kwa'fur') [F.], n. A head-dress; 

method of dressing the hair, 
coil (koil) [O.F. coillir ], v.t. To wind into 
rings (as a rope); to twist, v.i. To wind 
itself, as a snake or creeping plant, ft. A 
series of rings into which anything is coiled 
up; (Elec.) a wire wound round a bobbin 
as a resistance coil, etc.; turmoil, confu¬ 
sion, a fuss. 

coin (koin) [O.F., a wedge], ft. A piece of 
metal stamped as money; coined money. 
v.t. To mint or stamp, as money; to 
invent, fabricate, v.i. To make counter¬ 
feit money, coiner, n. One who makes 
counterfeit coin. 

coinage (koi'nAj) [O.F.], «. The act of 
coining; the pieces coined; the monetary 
system in use; fabrication, 
coincide (kd-in-sld') [F. coincider], v.i. To 
correspond in time, place, etc.; to happen 
at the same time; to agree, concur, coin'- 
cidence, w. The act, fact, or condition of 
coinciding; a fortuitous concurrence, 
coke (kdk) [?], n. Coal from which gas has 
been extracted. 
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colander (kul'en-der) [L. coldre, to strain], 
n. A kitchen strainer, 
cold (kold) [A.8. ceald ], a. Low in tem¬ 
perature, lacking heat or warmth; without 
ardour, indifferent; calm, chaste; bluish 
in tone, as opposed to warm tones such 
as red. n. Absence of warmth; the 
sensation produced by this; inflamma¬ 
tion resulting from chills, coldish, a. 
coldness, n. 

cole (kdl) [L. caulis, a cabbage], n. A kind 
of cabbage, cole-seed, n. Rape-seed, 
coleopter (kol-6-op'ter) [Gr. koleos , a 
sheath, pteron , a wing], n. One of the 
Coleoptera or beetles, coleopterous, a. 
Colic (kol'ik) [Gr. kolikos], n. Acute pains 
in the bowels; stomach-ache. 

Collaborate (ko-lib'd-rat) [C0-, L. labS- 
rdre, to labour], v.t. To work with another, 
esp. in literary and scientific pursuit, 
collaboration, n. collab orator, n. 
collapse (kd'lfips') [00-, L. Idbl, to glide 
down, to lapse], v.i. To fall in; to break 
down; to come to nothing, n. A falling 
in; complete failure; general prostration, 
collapsed, a. collapsible, o. Liable to 
collapse; made so as to fall together easily 
(for ease in packing). 

Collar (kol'ar) [L. coldre ( collurn , neck)], n. 
Something worn ronnd the neck, either 
separate or as part of a garment; a leather 
loop for the neck of a horse, dog, etc. 
v.t. To seize by the collar; to put a 
collar on; to capture, collar-bone, n. 
The clavicle, collared, o. Wearing a 
collar; pickled and rolled (as meat); seized. 
Collate (kd-l&t') [L. colldtus , brought to¬ 
gether], vj. To bring together in order 
to compare; to examine critically; to 
lace in order; ( Church ) to present to a 
enefice (used of a bishop), collation, n. 
The act of collating; a light repast, 
collator, n. 

collateral (ko-l&t'^r-Al) [oo-, L. latus -eris, 
side], a. Being by the side; concurrent, 
subordinate; having the same common 
ancestor but not lineally related, n. A 
collateral relation; collateral security. 
Colleague (kol'eg) [00-, L. legere, to choose], 
n. One associated with another in office 
or employment. 

collect (kol'ekt) [L. collecta , a summing- 
up], n. A brief comprehensive form of 
prayer,, ” dap ted for a particular occasion. 
v.t. (ko-iekt') To gather together; to 
gather (taxes, curiosities, etc.) from a 
number of sources; to concentrate, bring 
under control, v.i. To come or meet 
together, collected, a. Cool, self- 
possessed, composed, collectedness, n. 
Collection (k6-lek'shun) [as prec.], n. The 
act of collecting; that N which is collected; 
an accumulation. ) 

Collective (ko-lek'tiv) [as prec., -IVE], a. 
Tending to collect; collected, aggregated; 
pertaining to many persons, 
collectivism (kd-lek'tiv-izm) [as prec., 
-ISM], n. The theory that industry should 
be carried on with a collective capital 
(opp. to individualism). 


collector (kd-lek't6r) [as collect], n. One 
who collects ; a gatherer of rarities, etc. 
college (kol'6j) [L. collegium , as colleague], 
n. A corporation of scholars, teachers, and 
fellows forming one of the constituent 
bodies of a University: an institution for 
higher education; a large and important 
secondary school, collegiate (kd-lg'ji-at), a. 
collide (k6-lld') [L. collldere], v.i. To come 
iuto collision or conflict, 
collie (kol'i) [?], n. A Scotch sheep-dog. 
collier (kol'ySr) [COAL, -ier], n. One who 
works in a coal-mine or on a collier; a 
coal-carrying ship, colliery, n. 
colligate (kol'i-gat) [CO-. L. ligdre. to bind], 
v.t. To bind together; to bring into con¬ 
nexion. colliga'tion, n. Alliance, union, 
collision (kd-lizh'hn) [L., as collide], n. 
The act of striking violently together; 
the state of being dashed together; antag¬ 
onism, conflict; clashing, 
collocate (kol'6-kat) [co-, locate], v.t. 
To place together, to dispose; to station 
in a particular place, collocation, n. 
collop (kol'op) [?], n. A slice of meat; 
pi. meat chopped up. 

colloquial (ko-ld'kwi-Al) [as next], a. 
Pertaining to familiar conversation, col¬ 
loquialism, n. colloquiallv, adv. 
colloquy (kol'6-kwi) [L. colloquium ], n. 
A conference, conversation, 
collusion fko-loo'zhun) [L. eolldsio], n. 
Secret agreement for a fraudulent purpose, 
collusive, o. collusively, adv. 
colon (k5'16n) [Gr. Icdlon. a member, 
clause], «. A grammatical point (:); the 
largest division of the intestinal canal, 
colonel (kSr'n61) [F.], n. The chief officer 
of a regiment, colonelcy, -ship, n. 
colonial (kd-ld'ni-al) [COLONY], a. Per¬ 
taining to a colony. «. An inhabitant 
of a colon v. 

colonist (kol'6-nist) [from foil.], n. A 
settler in or inhabitant of a colony, 
colonize (kol'6-niz) [L. colonus , a farmer, 
-ize], v.t. To found a colony in; to 
people with colonists, settle in. colonizer, 
n. colonization, n. 

colonnade (kol-6-nad') [F.], n. A series 
of columns at regular intervals, 
colony (kol'6-ni) [L. colonia (colere , to 
till)], n. A settlement founded by emi¬ 
grants, and remaining subject to the 
parent state; a group of people of the 
same nationality in a foreign town, 
colophon (kol'o-fon) [Gr. kolophdn , a 
summit], n. A device at the end of a 
book. 

coloration (kfll-6-ra'shun) [F., as colour], 
n. The act of colouring; method of 
putting on colours; arrangement of colours, 
colossal (k6-los'al) [COLOSSUS], o. Per¬ 
taining to a colossus; gigantic, 
colossus (kd-los'tis) [Gr. kolosaos], n. A 
statue of gigantic size, 
colour (karar) [O.F. and L. color], n. A 
variety of light; any one of the hues into 
which light can be decomposed, a tint or 
a shade; a pigment, paint; the com¬ 
plexion, ruddiness; (pi.) a flag, standard; 











colporteur 


77 


command 


ribbons worn as a badge of party, member¬ 
ship, etc.; ( fig.) semblance, appearance, 
pretence, pretext; quality of tone; general 
character, v.t. To give colour to; to 
tinge, paint, dye; to misrepresent or dis¬ 
guise. t'.t. To become coloured; to 
blush, man of colour : A negro, 
colour-blindness, n. Inability to dis¬ 
tinguish colours, colour-sergeant, n. A 
non-commissioned officer in the infantry 
ranking above a sergeant, colourable, a. 
Specious, plausible, colouring, n. The 
act of giving a colour to; the colour 
applied; a false appearance, colourist, 
n. A painter distinguished for his man¬ 
agement of colour, colourless, a. 
colporteur (kol'por-ter) [F. col, neck, 
porter , to carry], n. An itinerant retailer 
of religious books, etc. 
colt (kolt) [A.-S.], n. A young horse, esp. 
a male under four; a young, inexperienced 
fellow, coltish, o. colt's-foot, n. A 
coarse-leaved, yellow-flowered weed., 
columbine (kol'um-blnj [O.F. colombin , L. 
columba , a dove], a. Pertaining to doves 
or pigeons. ». A plant with five-spurred 
flowers; the female dancer in a panto¬ 
mime, wife of Harlequin, 
column (kol'um) [L. colnmna ], n. A pillar 
or solid body of considerably greater 
length than thickness, a vertical mass of 
smoke, a perpendicular line of figures, etc. 
colum'nar, o. 

colza (kol'za) [F.], n. Cole-seed, colza- 
oil, n. Oil expressed from this, 
com- [L„ rum-], pref. With, together, etc. 
coma (ko'mA) [Or. k6ma , sleep], n. A 
state of deep torpor; a trance, coma¬ 
tose, a. 

comb (kom) [A.-8. camft], n. A toothed 
instrument for dressing or ornamenting 
the hair, for cleaning wool or flax, for col¬ 
lecting electricity, etc.; the fleshy tuft on 
the head of a fowl, esp. the cock , the ceils 
in which bees deposit their honey, v.t. 
To dress etc., with a comb, 
combat k ffiat > [O.F. combatre], v.i. To 
fight, to struggle. v.t. To oppose, to 
contend against n. A tight, battle, 
combatant (kum ba-tint) [as preo.], a. 
Engaged in combat; antagonistic, n. 
One who fights. 

combative ( ’"VbA-tiv) [combat, -IYE], a. 

Pugnacious, combativeness, it. 
combination (kotn'bi-nS'shun) [COMBINE], 
n. The act or process of combining; the 
state of being combined ; a union, associa¬ 
tion; combined action; (pi.) under¬ 
clothing for body and legs in one piece, 
combine (kdm-bln') [L. comblnare (COM-, 
btni , two by two)], To cause to 

coalesce; to settle by agreement; to bring 
together, v.i. To unite, to coalesce; to 
be Joined in friendship or plans, it. (kom'- 
bln) A combination of persons or firms to 
farther their own commercial interests, 
combustible (kom-bus-tibl) [F., L. com - 
bustibilis ], a. Capable of being set on 
fire; irascible, hot-tempered. *. Inflam¬ 
mable material or thing. 


combustion (k6m-bus-ty6n) [as prec.], n. 
The act of burning, the state of being 
destroyed by fire. 

come (kfim) [A.-S. euman\ % v.i. ( past 
came, p.p. come) To move nearer, 
approach, move towards (opp. to GO); to 
arrive; to appear; to happen, befall; to 
result, arise; to become, to get to be, int. 
Used to excite attention or rouse to action, 

comedian (kO-mS'di-An) [comedy, -an], 
n. An actor or w^riter of comedy, come¬ 
dienne' [F.], n. A comedy actress, 
comedy (kom'6-di) [Gr. komdidos , a comie 
actor], n. A drama of a light and enter¬ 
taining character. 

comely (kfimGi) [A.-S. cymlic] t a. Pleas¬ 
ing, becoming, decent, comeliness, n. 
comestible (k6-mes'tibl) [F.], n. An 

eatable. 

comet (kom'At) [Gr. komStf.s (komi , the 
hair)], n. A luminous heavenly body 
with a tail, revolving round the sun 
in a very eccentric orbit, 
comfit (kfim'fit) [O.F. confit ], n. A dry 
sweetmeat, a seed coated with sugar, 
comfort (kfim'fbrt) [O.F. conforter ], v.t. 
To cheer, encourage, console, n. Sup¬ 
port in time of weakness, consolation, 
encouragement or that which affords 
these, ease, general well-being, (pi.) the 
thing* that contribute to bodily satisfac¬ 
tion com'fortless, o. 
comfortable (k&in'fdr-tibl) [A.-F. confort - 
able, a* prec.], a. At ease, in good circum¬ 
stance comfortableness, n 
comforter (kum'for-ter > [comfort, -er], 
n Our who or that which comforts; a 
long woollen scarf; ( Theol .) the Holy 
Ghost. 

comfrey (kum'fri) [O.F. confirie], n. A 
tall wild plant with rough leaves and 
yellowish flowers, formerly used for salves, 
comic (kom'ik) [Gr kbmikot (k6wos, a 
revel)], o. Pertaining to comedy, Laughable, 
provoking mirth, facetious, burlesque, 
com ical, o. comical ity, n. 
coming (kflm'ing) [come, -ING), a . Ap¬ 
proaching, future, to come. ». The act 
of approaching or arriving, 
comity (kom'i-ti) fcL. cdrnit&s (cdmis, court¬ 
eous)], a. Affability, courtesy, civility, 
comma (kom'a) [Gr. komma , a clause], n. 
A punctuation mark (,), denoting the 
shortest pause in reading, 
command (ko-mand') [O.F. comander 
(COM-, L. manddr*. to entrust)], v.t. To 
order; to govern, exercise authority over; 
to dominate, control, have at one’s dis¬ 
posal. v.i. To give orders, to exercise 
supreme authority, n. An order; power, 
authority; control, mastery, the power 
of dominating; a self-contained naval or 
military force, commandant' [F.], n. 
The governor of a place, commandeer' 
[Dut. kommanderen ], v.t. To seize for 
military purposes, comman'der, n. One 
who commands; (iVov.) an officer next 
above a lieutenant, comman'dery, n. 
In military orders of knighthood, a dia- 
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trict which was administered by a com¬ 
mander. commanding, a. Giving com¬ 
mands; fitted to command; impressive, 
dominating, commandment,/!. An order, 
a precept; a law, esp. of the decalogue, 
commando (ko-man'do) [Port.], n. (pi. 
-os) A body of men called out for military 
service. 

commemorate (ko-mera'd- rat) [Com-, L. 
memorare , to mention], v.t. To keep in 
remembrance or celebrate by some solemn 
act; to be a memorial of. commemora'- 
tion, n. commemorative, a. 
commence (ko-mens') [O.F. comencer ], # .i. 
To start, begin, v.t. To enter upon; to 
perform the first act of. commence¬ 
ment, n. Beginning, origin, rise, 
commend (ko-mend') [com-, L. m&tiddre , 
to entrust], v.t. To commit to the charge 
of; to recommend as worthy of notice, re¬ 
gard, etc., to praise, to approve, com¬ 
mendable, a. Worthy of commendation, 
commendably, adv. commen dam, n. 
Holding a benefice In the absence of the 
regular incumbent, commenda'tion, n. 
commen'datory, a. 

commensurable (kd-men'sh6r-Abl) [as 
foil.], a. Measurable by a common unit, 
proportionate (to). 

commensurate (k6-men'«h6r-At) [COM-, L. 
mensUrdtus, measured], a. Having the 
same measure or extent; proportional, 
comment (kom ent) [O.F. comment], n. A 
remark, an interpretative or illustrative 
note. v.t. (kd-ment') To make expla¬ 
natory or critical remarks or notes, usu. 
unfavourably, v.t. To expound, to an¬ 
notate. com'mentary, n. A series of 
explanatory notes, com'mentator, n. 
commerce (kom'ers; [COM-, L. merx - cis , 
wares, merchandise), n. Trade, the inter¬ 
change of commodities, Intercourse, com* 
mer'cial, a. commercialism, n. A 
trading spirit; commercial practices, 
commination (koin-i-nA'shiin) [COM-, L. 
minarl , to threaten], n. A threat, a de¬ 
nunciation; a service denouncing God’s 
judgments on sinners, comminatory, a. 
commingle (ko-mingl') [COM-, bungle], 
v.t. and i. To mingle or mix together, 
commiserate (kd-miz'dr-ftt) [com-, L. 
miser&ri , to pity], v.t. To pity, to express 
compassion for. commiseration, n. 
commissariat (kom-i-s&r'i-At) [F., as foil.], 
n. The department of an army supplying 
provisions and stores. 

commissary (kom'i-sAr-i; [COM-, L. 

mittere, to send], n. A delegate, 
commission (ko-mish'fm) [F., as prec.], n. 
Trust, delegation of authority; the docu¬ 
ment conferring authority, esp. that of 
military and naval officers; a body of 
commissioners; an allowance made to an 
agent, v.t. To authorize, empower, ap¬ 
point, or send by commission; to order 
(the writing of a book, etc.), com¬ 
missioned, a. Holding a commission 
(esp. from the Crown), commission¬ 
aire', n. One enrolled to carry messages, 
act as caretaker, timekeeper, etc. com¬ 


missioner, n. One empowered to act by 
a commission; a member of a commission, 
commit (kb-mit') [COM-, L. mittere , to 
send], v.t. To entrust, to consign; to per¬ 
petrate; to refer to a committee; to send 
for trial or to prison, committable, a. 
committal, commitment, n. 
committee (ko-mit'i) [as prec.], n. A 
board which considers and reports ou 
business referred to them, 
commix (kom-iks') [COM-, box], vJ. and 
i. To blend, commixture, n. 
commode (k6-m6d'> [com-, L. modus , 
measure], n. A bureau; a night-stool, 
commodious (kd-mS'di-os) [as prec.], a. 
Roomy, suited to its purpose, com- 
modiously, ado. commodiousness, n. 
commodity (kd-mod'i-ti) [F. commodity 
as prec.], n. An article of commerce; 
anything useful. 

commodore (kom'0-d6r) [as command], 
n. (Xaut.) An officer ranking below rear 
admiral; the president of a yacht-club, 
common (kom'Oni [O.F. comun , L. com¬ 
munis], a. Belonging to more than one; 
open or free to all; often met with, 
ordinary, usual; of low position, or birth; 
inferior, mean. n. A tract of ground, 
the common property of the community, 
common law : The unwritten law, based on 
Immemorial usage. common sense : 
Sound practical judgment, the general 
feeling of mankind, o. Marked by com¬ 
mon sense, commonly, adv. Usually, 
frequently; meanly, cheaply; in an ordin¬ 
ary manner, commonweal, n. The wel¬ 
fare of the community, 
commonable (kom'6n-abl) [COflfMON, 
•ABLE], a. Held In common; that may be 
pastured on common land, commonage, 
n. The right of using anything in common, 
commonalty (kom'Cn-ai-ti) [L. com - 
man&lis], n. The common people, 
commoner (kom'o-ner) (Common, -er], 
n. One below the rank of a peer; a 
member of the House of Commons, 
commonplace (kom'on-pl&s) [common, 
PLACE], a. Trivial, trite, unoriginal, n. 
A general Idea; a trite remark, com¬ 
monplaceness, n. 

commons (kom'dnz) [coboion], n.pl. 
The common people; the House of Com¬ 
mons; food provided at a common table. 
House of Commons : The lower House 
of Parliament, the third estate of the realm, 
commonwealth (kom'dn- welth) [COM¬ 
MON, WEALTH], ft. The whole body of 
citizens; a republic. 

commotion (k6-m5'shdn) [COM-, L. 
motio , from movere , to move], n. Violent 
motion; excitement; a popular tumult, 
commune (1) (kom'un) [F.], n. A small 
territorial district In France and Belgium; 
the inhabitants or the council of this; the 
communistic body who took possession of 
Paris in 1871 after its evacuation by the 
Germans, com'munal, a. com'mun- 
alism, n. The theory of government by 
communes or corporations of towns and 
districts; a theory or system of society 
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based on the ownership of the mean* of 
subsistence by the community, com'- 
munlsm, n. The doctrine «f community 
of property; the state of society in which 
this is attained, com'munist, n. An 
adherent of this doctrine, a militant 
socialist, communistic, o. 
commune (2) (kd-mfin') [O.F. comunier , 
as foil.], v.i. To converse together familiarly, 
to hold converse with one’s heart, 
communicate (k6-mfl'ni-k5t) [L. cam- 
mdnicdre (community COMMON)], *.l. To 
impart, transmit; to reveal; to give Holy 
Communion to. v.i. To hold intercourse, 
confer; to be connected, to open into; to 
partake of the Holy Communion, com¬ 
municable, o. Capable of being com¬ 
municated or imparted, communicant, 
a. Communicating; n. One who par¬ 
takes of Holy Communion, communi¬ 
cation, n. The act or means of com¬ 
municating ; that which is communicated; 
news, commu'nicative, a. Inclined to 
communicate; not reserved, co m m u ni - 
cativeness, n. 

communion (k6-mfi'nydn) [F., as preo.j, 

n. The act of communicating or com¬ 
muning; sharing, fellowship, intercourse; 
the act of partaking of the eucharist; a 
religious body. 

community (k6-mu'nl-ti) [O.F. eom- 
munetf ], ». A body of people having 
common rights, interests, occupation, 
religion, nationality, etc. 
commute (k6-mut') [OOM-, L. milt dr e, to 
change], v.t. To put one for the other; to 
exchange. commu'table, o. com- 
mutabiltty, n. commutation, n. 
The act of, or payment made in, com¬ 
muting; exchange; the substitution of a 
less penalty for a greater, 
compact (kom'p&kt) [L. compactus], n. 
An agreement, covenant, o. (kdm-p&kt / ) 
Closely packed or joined together. vA. 
To consolidate; to join closely together; 
to compose, compactly, adv. com¬ 
pactness, n. 

companion (1) (k6m-p&n'y6n) [O.F. com- 
paignon ], n. One who keeps company 
with another; a comrade; a member of 
the lowest grade In orders of knighthood. 

o. Accompanying; matching something. 
v.t. To accompany, v.i. To go or 
consort (with), companionable, a. Fit 
to be a companion; sociable, com- 
panionably, adv. companionship, n. 
Fellowship, association. 

companion (2) [L. comp&naticum, pro¬ 
visions], n. The raised window-frame on 
the quarter-deck of a ship, companion- 
hatch, n. A porch over the entrance to 
the cabin, companion-ladder, n. The 
ladder leading from the cabin to the 
quarter-deck. 

company (kfim'pi-iii) [O.F. compaignie, 
from compaignori ], n. Society, fellowship; 
a number of persons associated; guests, 
visitors; a body of actors at a theatre; 
a division of a regiment under a captain, 
compare (kdm-par') [00M-, L. par , equal], 


v.i. To show how one thing agrees with 
another; to liken one thing to another; 
{Gram.) to inflect according to degrees of 
comparison, v.i. To bear comparison, 
com'parable, o. Capable or worthy of 
being compared, compar'ative, a. Esti¬ 
mated by comparison; expressing a higher 
or lower degree of a quality, 
comparison (k6m-p5r'i-s6n) [L. compar£Uio t 
as prec.], n. The act of comparing, 
compartment (k6m-part'm6nt) [F. com- 
partiment ], n. A division; a separate 
portion of a railway carriage, etc. 
compass (kfim'pAs) [F. compas\ n. A 
circle, area; a roundabout course; reach, 
capacity; the range of the voice or a 
musical instrument; an Instrument indi¬ 
cating the magnetic meridian, used to 
ascertain direction; (pi.) an instrument 
with two connected legs for describing 
circles, etc. v.t. To go round; to besiege, 
comprehend, accomplish, plot, 
compassion (k6m-p&sh'6n) [COM-, L. 
port, to suffer], ». Pity, sympathy for the 
sufferings of others; an act of pity or 
mercy, compassionate a. Merciful, 
sympathetio; v.t. To feel compassion for. 
compatible (kdm-p&t'ibl) [as prec.], a. 
That may co-exist; consistent, harmonious, 
compatibly, adv. compatibility, n. 
compatriot (k6m-p&t'ri-6t) [COM-, 
PATRIOT], n. A fellow-countryman, 
compel (kdm-per) [COM-, L. pellere , to 
drive], v.t. To force, to oblige; to cause 
by or drive with force, compellable, a. 
compelling, a. 

compendium (kdm-pen'di-Am) [COM-, L. 
pendere, to weigh], u. (pi. -diums, -dia) 
A brief compilation; an epitome, summary, 
compen'dious, a. Abridged; succinct, 
compensate (kom'p6n-s5.t) [COM-, L. 
pensalus , weighed], v.t. To make amends 
for; to recompense; to furnish with an 
equivalent, v.i. To supply an equivalent, 
compensation, n. 

compete (kbm-pet') [OOM-, L. petere , to 
aim at], v.i. To contend as a rival; to 
strive in emulation. 

competent (kom'p6-t6nt) [as prec.], a. 
Qualified; suitable, adequate, com¬ 
petence, -tency, n. 

competition (kom-pS-tish'un) [L. com¬ 
petition from competere , COMPETE], n. 
Emulous striving for the same object; 

rivalry, competitive, a. compet¬ 
itor, n. 

compile (kbm-pil') [L. com pilare, to 
plunder], v.t. To compose out of materials 
from various authors, compiler, n. 
compilation, n. 

complacent (k6m-pla's6nt) [COM-, L. 
plartre, to please], a. Satisfied, gratified, 
self-satisfied. complacently, adv. 
complacence, -ency, n. A feeling of 
inward satisfaction; its manifestation by 
courtesy. 

complain (k6m-plan') [COM-, L. plangere , 
to bewail], v.i. To express dissatis¬ 
faction; to state a grievance or charge; 
to find fault, complainant, n. One 
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who makes complaint; a prosecutor, 
plaintiff, complaining, a. Querulous, 
complaint, u. An expression of grief or 
pain, resentment or censure; the subject 
or ground of such expression; a formal 
charge. 

complement (kom'pl6-m6nt) [OOM-, L. 
plire , to fill], n. That which is necessary 
to make complete. v.t. To supply a 
deficiency; to complete. comple- 
men'tal. o. complemen'tary, o. 
complete (kdm-plet') [L. compietus , filled], 
a. Fulfilled, finishea; free from de¬ 
ficiency. v.t. To bring to a state of 
perfection; to finish, completely, adv. 
completeness, n. completion, n. 
complex (kom'pleks) [L. corn plexus , twined 
together], a. Composed of several parte; 
complicated. 

complexion fkbm-plek'shun) [F., as prec.], 
n. The colour and appearance of the 
face, character, aspect, 
compliance (kom-plT&ns) [COMPLY], n. 
The act of complying; consent, com¬ 
pliant, a. Yielding. 

complicate (kom'pli-kat) [OOM-, L. plicatus. 
folded], e t. To make complex; to involve, 
complicated, a. complica tion, n. 
complicity (kOm-plis'i-ti) [F complicity ], 
n Participation, esp. in wrong-doing, 
compliment (kora pU-m^nt) [F., from L., 
as COMPLEMENT], a. An act of courtesy, 
respect, or regard, delicate flattery, < pi.) 
courtesies, respects. v.t. (kom-pli’-ment') 
To pay compliments to; to congratulate, 
flatter complimentary, a. 
comply (k6m-pll') [It. complire % to com¬ 
plete], v.i. To assent, agree, 
component (k6m-pfi'neat) [L. component. 
putting], a. Serving to make up a com¬ 
pound. n. A constituent part, 
comport (kdm-pdrt') [COM-, L. portdre, 
to carry], v.t. To conduct, behave (one¬ 
self). v.i. To suit, accord, 
compose fkrim-poz') [F. composer ], v.t. 
To make a whole by putting together 
parts; to constitute; to write (a literary 
or musical worki; to soothe, adjust, to 
arrange in order (as type for printing;, 
composed, a. Calm, tranquil, settled, 
composer, ». One who composes, esp. 
music. 

composite (kom'p6-zit) [L. compositus , 
put], a. Made up of distinct parts, 
composition (kom-po-zish'un) [F., as 
prec.], u. The act of composing; the 
thing composed; orderly arrangement, 
style; an agreement to terms; a com¬ 
pound ; settlement by compromise; the 
amount so accepted; the process of setting 
type; a piece written as practice In literary 
expression, compos'itor, n. One who 
sets type. 

composure (kdm-po'zh6r) [COMPOSE, 
-URE], n. Calmness, tranquillity, a calm 
frame of mind. 

compound (1) (k6m-pound') [OOM-, L. 
pOnere , to put], v. To make into one mass; 
to mix, combine; to settle amicably, to 
oompromise; to come to termsi a. 


(kom'pound) Composed of two or more 
ingredients or more parts; composite. 
n. A combination, mixture. com- 
poundable, a. 

compound (2) (kom'pound) [Malay lcam - 
pony\ n. The yard round a dwelling in 
India, etc. 

comprehend (kom-prA-hend') [com-, L. 
prae, beforehand, hendere , to seize], v.t. 
To understand; to comprise, include, 
comprehensible, a. That may be com¬ 
prehended. clear. Intelligible, 
comprehension (kom-pre-hen'shiln) [as 
prec.], n. The act or power of comprehend¬ 
ing; the faculty by which ideas are com¬ 
prehended ; inclusion, comprehensive, a. 
compress (kora-pres') [L. com press&re], 
v.t. To squeeze or press together, bring 
into narrow limits, condense, a. (kom'- 
pres). A soft pad: a wet cloth for 
reducing inflammation, compressible, 
a. compressibil ity, «. compressTon, 
n. The act of compressing, 
comprise (k6m-prl*'» fas comprehend], 
v.t. To contain, to include; to bring 
(within certain limits), 
compromise (kom’prO-mfz) [COM-, L. 
prdmUtere , PROMISE], *1. A settlement by 
mutual concession or partial surrender; 
a medium between conflicting courses of 
action, vj. To settle by mutual con¬ 
cession, to place In a difficult position, 
expose to risk of disgrace, v.i. To make a 
compromise. 

compulsion (kctn-pfil'shcn) [as compel], 
n. The act of compelling; constraint of 
the will, compulsory, a. Enforced, 
compunction (kom-punk'shun) [COM-, 
L. pungcre , to prick], n. Reproach of 
conscience, remorse, regret, 
compute (kdm-put'i [com-, L. put&re , to 
think], v.t. To letermine by calculation; 
to estimate, computa tion, n. 
comrade (kom rad) [F carnarade , a 
chamber-mate], ». A mate, companion; 
a fellow-socialist, comradeship, n. 
con (kon) (as GAN (2)], e.t. To study over, 
to learn; to know; to direct the steering 
of a ship, conning-tower, n. A shelter 
on the mast of a battleship, 
concatenate (k6n-k&t'6-nSt) [con-, L. 
catena, a chain], v.t. To link together In 
a successive series, concatenation, n. 
concave (kon'k&v) [con-, L. cavus , hollow], 
a. Having a hollowed surface, n. A 
hollow curve or surface; an arch, con¬ 
cavity (-kavT-ti), n. 

conceal (kon-sel') [CON-, L. cil&re , to hide], 
v.t. To hide or cover; to keep secret, 
concealment, n. 

concede (kon-sed') [OON-, L. cidere , to 
yield], v.t. To yield, give up, surrender; 
to grant, v.i. To make concessions, 
conceit (kdn-set') [as CONCEIVE], ». Over¬ 
weening self-esteem; a whim, a fanciful 
idea, conceited, a. Full of conceit, 
conceive (kon-sev') [con-, L. capere, to 
take], v.t. To form In the womb; to 
imagine or suppose as possible; to formu¬ 
late clearly in mind, v.i . To become 
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pregnant; to form an idea or concept in the 
mind, conceivable, a. 
concentrate (kon's6n-tr&t) [as next], v.t. 
To bring to a common focus; to bring all 
one’s energies to bear; to condense, con¬ 
centration', n. concen'trative, a. 
concentric (kOn-sen'trik) [CON-, CENTRE], 
a. Having a common centre, 
concept (kon'aept) [L. conceptum , eon- 
cipere , to conceive], n. ▲ general notion 
or idea comprising all the attributes com¬ 
mon to a class, conception (kdn- 
sep'thhn), n. The act of conceiving, 
concern (kbn-sSrn') [CON-, L. cemere, to 
separate, sift], v.t. To relate to; to 
affect, be of Importance to; to Interest; 
to render uneasy, n. That which affects 
a person; interest, anxiety, solicitude; a 
firm, an establishment; (pi.) affairs, 
concerned, a. Interested, anxious, 
solicitous, concerning, prep. With re¬ 
spect to. 

concert (kOn-sgrt') [CON-, cert&re, L. to 
vie], v.t. To plan together, contrive, n. 
(kon'sgrt). Harmony, accordance of 
ideas, a public musical entertainment, 
concerted, a. Mutually planned, 
concertina (kon-s£r-te'n4) [CONCERT, -IN A], 
n. A portable musical Instrument with 
keyboard at each end and bellows between, 
concession fkoo-sesh'tin) [as concede], n. 
The act of conceding; the thing conceded. 
concessionaire', n. One who holds a 
concession from the government, 
conch (konk) [L. concha ], n. A spiral 
marine shell. conchol'ogy, n. The 
branch of zoology dealing with shells and 
molluscs. 

conciliate (khn-sil't-ftt) [L. concili&tus], 

v. t. To gain over, win; to reconcile con¬ 
flicting views, conciliation, n. The act 
of conciliating, conciliatory, a. 

concise fkon-sls') [L. concilia], a. Con¬ 
densed, brief, terse, conciseness, n. 
conclave (kon'klav) [oon-, L. clavis , key], n. 
The assembly of cardinals that elects a 
pope; a close or secret assembly, 
conclude (k6n-klood') [CON-, L. claudere, 
to shut], v.t. To bring to an end, to finish; 
to infer, v.i. To make an end; to draw 
an inference. conclusion, n. con¬ 
clusive, a. 

concoct (k6n-kokt') [CON-, L. coquere y to 
cook], v.t. To plot, devise, concoction, 

w. The act or result of mixing together, 
concomitant (kon-kom'i-tAnt) [CON-, L. 

comit&ri , to accompany], o. Existing in 
conjunction with. n. That which ac¬ 
companies. 

concord (kong'kbrd) [CON-, L. cor cordis , 
heart], n. Union in opinions, sentiments, 
or interests; the agreement of one word 
with another; an harmonious combina¬ 
tion of notes, concor'dance, n. The 
state of being concordant; a list of the 
words in a book, with references to their 
occurrence, concordant, a. In har¬ 
mony or accord, agreeing, 
concourse (kon'kdrs) [as CONCUR], n. A 
confluence, gathering together. 


concrete (kon'kret) [L. concretus , grown 
together], a. Formed by the union of 
many particles; existing, real, not abstract; 
made of concrete, n. Lime, coarse gravel, 
and sand mixed with mortar, concre¬ 
tion (k6n-kre'shun), n. 
concubine (kon'ku-bln) [L. concubina'], n. 
A woman who cohabits with a man with¬ 
out being married to him; concu'bin- 
age, n. 

concupiscence (k6n-ku'pi-s£ns) [L. con - 
cupiscentia , desire], n. Unlawful or ex¬ 
cessive lust, concupiscent, a. 
concur (k6n-ker'> [CON-, L. currere , to run], 
v.i. To coincide; to agree; to act in con- 
Junction (with), concurrence, n. con¬ 
current, a. Happening or existing at the 
same time; acting in union, 
concussion (kdn-kush'tin) [L. concussus , 
shaken together], n. Shaking by sudden 
impact; a shock. 

condemn (kbn-dem') [CON-, L. damnure, to 
condemn], v.t. To pronounce guilty, in¬ 
curable, or unfit to use; to pass sentence 
on. condemnation, n. 
condense (k6n-dens') [CON-, L. dens&re , to 
thicken], v.t. To compress, concentrate; 
to reduce into denser form (as a gas into a 
liquid), v.i. To become aense or com¬ 
pact. condensation, n. The act or 
result of condensing; the state of being 
condensed; conciseness, 
condescend (k6n-d6-send') [CON-, L. 
discendere , to DESCEND], v.i. To stoop or 
lower oneself; to deign, condescending, 
a. Patronizing, condescension, n. 
condign (kbn-din') [con-, L. dignus % 
worthy], a. Well-deserved, merited, 
condiment (kon'di-mgnt) [L. cond\re y to 
ptckle], n. Anything used to give a relish 
to food. 

.condition (kbn-dish'hn) [CON-, L. dicere, 
to speak], n. A stipulation, a term of a con¬ 
tract; that on which anything depends; 
state or mode of existence; high social 
position; a good state of health, con¬ 
ditional, a. Implying, or depending on 
certain conditions: (Gram.) expressing 
condition, conditioned, a. Limited by 
certain conditions. 

condole (kon-d51') [OON-, L. dolire, to 
grieve], v.i. To lament; to sympathize 
(with), condolence, n. 
condone (kon-don') [CON-, L. dOn&re, to 
give], v.t. To forgive, remit, 
condor (kon'dbr) [Peruv. cuntur ], n. A 
large S. American vulture, 
conduce (kon-dus') [con-, L. dacere , to 
lead], v.i. To contribute; to tend (to), 
conducive, a. 

conduct f kon'dukt) [L. conductus, lead 
with], n. Behaviour; management, direc¬ 
tion, control, v.t. (k6n-dukt'). To lead, 
guide; to manage, direct; to transmit (as 
heat, electricity, etc.); (reft.) to behave. 
v.i. To act as a conductor, conductor, 
n. A leader, manager; the director of an 
orchestra; the man in charge of a bus or 
tramcar; a body capable of transmitting 
heat, electricity, etc. 
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conduit (kon'dit) [as prec.], n. A channel, 
pipe, etc., to convey water, 
cone (kon) [Gr. kdnos ], n. A solid pointed 
figure with straight sides and circular 
base; the fruit of the pines, firs, etc. 
confabulate (k6n-fab'u-lat) [CON-, L. 
fOJbulari , to converse], v.i. To chat, to 
gossip, confabulation, n. 
confection (kon-fek'shtin) [OON-, L. facere. 
to make], n. A compound, esp. a sweet 
delicacy or a drug made palatable by 
sweetening, confectioner, n. One who 
makes or sells sweetmeats, etc.; a pastry¬ 
cook. confectionery, n. Sweetmeats or 
preserves. 

confederacy (kdn-fed'6r-a-si) [as foil.], 
n. A league or confederation; conspiracy, 
confederate (kon-fed'er-at) [CON-, L. 
fcedus, a league], o. United in a league, 
confederation, n. An alliance, 
confer (k6n-fer / ) [CON-, L. ferre, to bring], 
v.t. To bestow, grant, v.i. To consult 
together; to compare views, conference, 
(kon'fer-^ns), n. A meeting for consulta¬ 
tion to adjust differences, 
confess (kon-fes') [L. confessus , acknow¬ 
ledged], v.t. To own, acknowledge, admit; 
to declare one’s belief in; to hear the con¬ 
fession of. v.i. To make confession, 
esp. to a priest, confessedly, adv. Ad¬ 
mittedly, avowedly. confession, n. The 
act of confessing; acknowledgment of sins 
to a priest in order to receive absolution, 
confessional, n. The place where a priest 
sits to hear confessions, confessor, n. 
One who confesses; a saint who is neither 
an apostle nor martyr; a priest who hears 
confessions. 

confetti (k6n-fet'i) [It.], n.pl. Bits of 
coloured paper thrown in the carnival, etc. 
confidant (fem. -dante) (kon-fi-dant') [F., 
as foil.], n. A bosom friend, 
confide (kon-fld') [OON-, L .fldere, to trust], 
v.i. To have trust or confidence (in). 
v.t. To entrust (to), confidence (kon'fi- 
d6ns), n. Trust, belief; self-reliance; 
revelation of private matters to a friend; 
the matter revealed, con'fident, a. 
Full of confidence; self-reliant, con¬ 
fidential a. Trustworthy; told or done 
in confidence, confiden tially, adv. 
configuration (kdn-flg-u-ra'shun) [CON-, 
L. figura, form], n. Form; structural 
arrangement. 

* confine (kon'fin) [L. confines (pi. a.), 
bordering upon], ». (usu. in pi.) Limits, 
frontier, v.t. (kon-fin'). To imprison, 
to keep within bounds; to limit, to be 
confined: To be in child-bed or delivered 
of a child, confinement, n. 
confirm (k6n-f6rin') [con-, L. firmare , to 
make firm], v.t. To establish, ratify, make 
firm or valid; to bear witness to; to 
administer confirmation to. confirma'- 
tion, n. Corroborative testimony; the 
rite of admitting into full communion with 
an episcopal church by the laying on of 
hands, confirmative, a. confirma¬ 
tory, a. confirmed, a. Established, 
settled; haring received confirmation, 
confiscate (kon'fls-kat) [con-, L. fiscus, the 


treasury], v.t. To seize as forfeited to the 
public treasury, confiscation, n. 
conflagration (kon'fla-gra'shun) [00N-, 
L. flagr&re , to burn], n. A great fire, 
conflict (kon'flikt) [L. conflictus , struck 
together], n. A fight, struggle, contest; 
opposition of interest, etc. v.i. (kon- 
flikt'). To come into collision; to strive, 
differ, disagree; to be discrepant, con¬ 
flicting, a. Contradictory, 
confluent (kon'flu-ent) [CJON-, L. fluere, to 
flow], a. Flowing or running together; 
uniting, n. A stream which unites with 
another, confluence, n. 
conform (kon-form') [CON-, L. formdre , to 
fashion], v.f. To make like in form; to 
adapt, v.i. To comply, to assent; to be 
in harmony or agreement, conformable, 
o. Having the same form; corresponding, 
similar; compliant, conformation, n. 
Shape, structure; adaptation, 
conformist (kbn-fbr'mist) [as prec.], n. 
One who conforms to the worship of the 
Church of England, conformity, n. 
Resemblance, agreement, compliance, 
confound (kon-found') [CON-, L. f undere, 
to pour], v.t. To throw into confusion, 
perplex; to put to shame; to defeat, over¬ 
throw ; to mix up, confuse, confounded¬ 
ly, adv. Exceedingly, 
confrere (kon-frar) [F.], n, A fellow- 
member. 

confront (kdn-frfint') [CON-, L. from -ruts, 
forehead], v.t. To face; to bring face to 
face; to oppose, to meet in hostility; to 
compare (with), confrontation, n. 
confuse (kon-fuz') [as CONFOUND], v.t. To 
mix or mingle indistinguishably; to jumble 
up; to disconcert, confusion, n. 
confute (k6n-fut') [L. confut&re], vJ. To 
overcome in argument; to prove to be 
false, confutation, n. Refutation, 
congeal (kdn-jSl') [CON-, L. gelu, frost], vU. 
To convert from liquid to solid by cold; to 
coagulate, v.i. To become hard with 
cold; to coagulate, congelation, n. 
congenial (kdn-jg'ni-Al) [con-, genial], a. 
Partaking of the same characteristics; sym¬ 
pathetic; suitable, congenialtty, n. 
congenital (kdn-jen'i-tal) [CON-, L. genitus , 
produced], a. Existing from birth; con¬ 
stitutional. congenitally, adv. 
conger (kong'ger) [Gr. gongros ], n. A 
genus of marine eels. 

congest (kon-jest') [CON-, L. gerere , to 
bring], v.i. To become congested, con¬ 
gested, a. Closely crowded; unduly 
distended with blood, congestion, n. 
conglomerate (kon-glom'er-at) [CON-, L. 
glomus -eris, a ball], a. Gathered into a 
round body. n. A rock composed of 
i pieces of stone naturally cemented to- 
| gether; pudding-stone, v.t. and i. To 
j gather into a ball, collect into a mass. 

! conglomeration, n. 

[congratulate (kon-gr&t'u-iat) [CON-, L. 

1 gratuldrl , to wish joy], v.t. To express 
pleasure or joy at some event; to 
compliment upon, felicitate, congratu- 
lation, n. congratulatory, a. 
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congregate (kong'grb-g&t) [CON-, L. 
gregare, to collect], v.t. To gather or 
collect together into a crowd, v.i. To 
come together, assemble, congregation, 
n. The act of gathering together; an 
assembly of persons, esp. for religious 
worship, congregational, o. Pertain¬ 
ing to a congregation, or to Congregation¬ 
alism. Congregationalism, n. That 
form of church government in which each 
church is self-governed. Congregation- 
alist, a. and n. 

congress (kong'grea) [L. congressus, met to¬ 
gether], n. A conference; a meeting of 
envoys for settlement of International 
affairs; the legislature of the United States, 
congruent (kong'gru-6nt) [L. congruere , to 
agree], a. Agreeing, suitable, correspon¬ 
dent. congruence, -ency, n. con¬ 
gruous, a. Suitable, conformable, ap¬ 
propriate, fitting, congru'ity, n. 
conic (kon'ik) [Gr. kdnxkos], a. Pertaining 
to a cone; (pi.) the branch of mathe¬ 
matics dealing with conic sections, i.e. 
curves formed by the intersection of a 
cone and a plane, conical, a. 
conifer (kfi'ni-fbr) [CONE, -FEROU3], n. A 
cone-bearing plant or tree, 
conjecture (kon-jek'tur) [L. conjectHra 
(OON-, jacere , to throw)], n. A guess, 
surmise, or doubtful inference; opinion 
based on this. v.t. and *. To guess, sur¬ 
mise. conjecturable, a. That may be 
conjectured, conjecturably, adv. con¬ 
jectural, a. Depending on conjecture, 
conjugal (kon'ju-gAl) [L. conjugalis], a. 
Of or pertaining to matrimony or to 
married life, conjugally, adv. 
conjugate (kon'ju-gat) [L. conjugatus ], 
vd. To inflect (a verb) by going through 
the voices, moods, tenses, etc.; (Biol.) 
to become united, a. (-gat) Joined in 
pairs, n. A word agreeing in derivation 
with another word, conjugation, n. 
The act or process of conjugating; a class 
of verbs conjugated alike, 
conjunct (kbn-junkt') [OON-, L. jungere 
to join], a. Conjoined; in union, con- 
junctly, adv. conjunction, n. Union, 
association, combination; a word con¬ 
necting sentences, clauses, or words, con¬ 
junctive, a. Serving to unite; con¬ 
nective, copulative, n. A conjunctive 
word or mood, conjuncture, n. A com¬ 
bination of circumstances, a crisis, 
conjure (1) (kbn-joor') [OON-, L. jurare, to 
sweat], v.t. To appeal to solemnly; to 
bind by an oath, conjuration, n. The 
act of invoking; a magic spell, a charm, 
conjure (2) (khn'jbr) [as prec.], v.t. To 
raise up by or as by magic, v.i. To 
practise as a conjurer, conjurer (kun'jer- 
Cr), n. A juggler. 

connect (kb-nekt') [CON-, L. nectere , to 
bind], v.t. To link or fasten together; to 
unite, correlate, associate, v.i. To join, 
to cohere, connected, a. connective, 
a. Having the power of connecting; that 
connects, n. (Gram.) A connecting word 
or thing, connexion, n. The act of con¬ 


necting; the state of being connected; 
relationship or one related; a connecting 
part; a religious body; a body of cus¬ 
tomers or clients. 

connive (k6-nlv / ) [L. connlvire], v.i. To 
wink (at); to omit or neglect to see or 
prevent any wrong, connivance, n. 
Passive co-operation in a fault or crime, 
connoisseur (kon-a-ser') [F.], n. One 
skilled in judging of the fine arts, 
connote (k6-not') [CON-, L. notare, to mark], 
vJ. To imply, signify, mean, involve, 
connotation, n. 

connubial (kd-nu'bi-&l) [OON-, L. nubere , to 
marry], a. Relating to marriage or the 
marriage state. 

conquer (kong'kbr) [L. conqulrere], v.t . 
To win or gain by conquest; to overcome, 
to surmount, v.i. To be victorious, 
conquerable, a. conqueror, n. 
conquest (kong'kwest) [O.F. conquest , as 
prec.], n. The act of conquering; that 
which is conquered; victory, 
conscience (kon'shbns) [OON-, L. scire, to 
know], n. Moral sense; the sense of right 
and wrong, conscientious (kon-shi-en'- 
shus), o. Actuated by strict regard to the 
dictates of conscience; scrupulous, 
conscious (kon'ahus) [L. aware], a. Aware 
of one’s own existence; self-conscious; 
cognizant, aware. consciously, adv. 
consciousness, n. The state of being 
conscious; immediate knowledge, sense, 
perception; the intellectual faculties, 
conscript (kon'skript) [L. conscriptus, p.p. 
of conscribere], a. Enlisted by force, n. 
One compelled to serve, esp. as a soldier, 
conscrip tion, iu 

consecrate (kon-'sb-krSt) [L. consecr&re, to 
consecrate], v.t. To set apart as sacred; 
to dedicate, hallow, consecra'tion, n. 
The act of consecrating; the state of being 
consecrated; dedication, 
consecutive (kon-sek'u-tiv) [CON-, L. sequi t 
to follow], a. Following without break, 
consensus (kbn-sen'sus) [L., p.p. of coiu 
sentire , as foil.], n. A general agreement, 
consent (k6n-sent') [L. cons entire], v.i. To 
concur, assent, yield, n. Acquiescence, 
permission; agreement, concurrence, 
consequent (kon'sb-kwent) [CON-, L. 
sequi, to follow], a. Following as a 
natural or logical result; consistent, 
.consequence, n. A result or effect; 
inference; importance, consequential, 
a. Following as a result or a necessary 
deduction; self-important, pompous, 
consequently, adv. As a consequence; 
accordingly. 

conservancy (k6n-s5r'v4n-si) [as CON¬ 
SERVE], n. Official preservation of forests, 
fisheries, etc.; a commission or court 
charged with this. 

conservation (kon-sCr-v&'shdn) [as CON¬ 
SERVE], n. The act of conserving; 
preservation, conser'vative, a. Tend¬ 
ing to conserve what is established or to 
maintain existing institutions, n. A 
person inclined to preserve established 
things, conservatism, n. 
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conservatoire (kon-ser-vi-twar') [F.J, n. 

A school of music and declamation, 
conservatory (kdn-ser'vi-td-ri) [L. coti- 
servatdrius , a., from conservare, see next], 
n. A glass-house for plants, 
conserve (kon-serv') [L. conservdre (CON-, 
servare, to keep, serve)], v.t. To preserve 
from injury, decay, or loss, 
consider (kdn-sid'6r) [L. consider dr e], 
v.t. To think on, contemplate, ponder, 
to look upon as of importance, to 
estimate, v.i. To reflect, deliberate 
considerable, a. Worth consideration, 
important. considerate, a. Charac¬ 
terized by consideration for others; con- 
sidera'tion, n. Reflection, thought. re¬ 
gard for others: motive for action, 
an equivalent, considering, prep. In 
view of. 

consign (kon-sln') [CON-, L. signdre , to 
mark], v.t. To commit to the care of 
another, consignee (kon-sl-ne'), n. One 
to whom good3 are consigned, con¬ 
signor', n. One who consigns good® to 
another, consign ment , n. 

Consist (kdn-sist ; ) [con-, L. sistert. to make 
to stand], r.t. To be composed 
to be founded (in) to t»e compatible 
(with), consistence, -ency, ». I»egree 
of density; cohesion, solidity; accord, 
compatibility consistent, a. 
consistory (kon-sis'td-ri) [as prec.J, n. 
The court of a bishop for dealing with 
ecclesiastical causes. the college of 
cardinals at Rome consistor'ial, a. 
console (k6n-soD [con-, L. sdlari. to 
solace], v.t. To comfort In trouble or 
distress, consolable, a. consolation, 
n. That which cheers or ••omforte, 
alleviation of distress. consolatory 
(kdn-sol'A-tori), a. 

consolidate (kbn-sol'i-dat) [OON-, L. 
solidare , to make solid], v.t. To form into 
a solid mass, to strengthen, brine into 
close union; to combine consolida'tion.n. 
consonant (kon's6-nant; [(X)N-, L sonare , 
to sound], a. Agreeing or according, esp 
in sound; congruous, iD harmony n. 
A letter which cannot be sounded t>y 
itself, as b or p. consonance, n. Accord 
or agreement, esp. of sound, 
consort (kon'sort) [OON-, L. tors , lot], n. 
A companion, mate, partner; a husband, 
a wife. t?.». (k6n-sort'). To associate, 
keep company with . to agree, 
conspicuous (kon-spik'u-hs) [con-, L. 

specere t to look], a. Obvious; striking, 
conspiracy (k6n-spir'4-si) [L., as next], n. 
The act of conspiring, a secret agreement 
between persons to commit an unlawful act. 
conspire (kon-splr / ) [00N-, L. splrare , to 
breathe], v.i. To combine secretly to 
do any unlawful act. v.t. To plot, 
concert, conspir'ator, n. 
constable (kun'stibl) [O.F. conestable , L. 
coines st^buli t count of the stable], n. A 
policeman; an officer charged with the 
preser vation of the peace, constab'ulary, 
n. A body of police under one authority. 
a. Pertaining to the police. 


constant (kon'stant) [CON-, L. stdre y to 
stand], o. Firm, unshaken; steadfast; 
continuous, unceasing; unvarying, n. 
A fixed quantity, one which is assumed 
not to vary throughout a senes of calcu¬ 
lations. constancy, n. constantly, adv . 
Continually, always. 

constellation (kon-ste-14'shiin) [oon-, L. 
stellatus , set with stars], n. A number of 
fixed stars grouped within the outlines 
of an imaginary figure in the sky. 
consternate (kon'ster-n&t) [L. consterndtut , 
affrighted], v . 1 . To affright, dismay, 
constema'tion, n. 

constipate (kon'sti-pit) [CON-, L. stlpdre , 
to cram], vj . To make costive, con¬ 
stipation, n. 

constituent (k6n-stit'u-6nt) [as foil.], a. 
Constituting, composing, n. One who 
or that which constitutes; a component 
part, one of a body which elects a repre¬ 
sentative, one who appoints another as 
his agent, a client, constituency, n. 
A body of electors, the place or persons 
represented by a member of Parliament, 
constitute (kon'sti-tut) [oon-, L. statucre , 
to place], v.t To establish . to give legal 
form or a definite nature or character to. 
constitution (kon-sti-tu'shun > [F., from L. 
as prec.J,». The nature, form, or structure 
of a system or body; natural strength 
of the body; the established form of 
government In a state, constitutional, 
a. Inherent in the constitution, per¬ 
taining to established form of govern¬ 
ment. legal, n. A walk or other exercise 
for the benefit of oue*» beaitn. constitu¬ 
tionalism, n. Government based on a 
constitution, adherence to such a govern¬ 
ment. constitutionalist, n. An upholder 
of or writer or authority on this, 
constrain (k6n-stran> [00N-, L. stringere, to 
draw tight], v.t. To compel, oblige; to 
keep down by force, to confine, repress, 
constrained, a. constraint, n. 
constrict (kdn-strikt') [L constricius , as 
prec.], v.t. To draw together, cause to 
contract, constriction, n. 
construct (kdn-strukt') [L. constructus , 
piled together], v.t. To build up, put 
together in proper order; to form 
mentally, construction, n. The act 
or art of constructing, the thing con¬ 
structed or its style or form; the syu- 
tactical arrangement of words iD a sen¬ 
tence; interpretation (of words, conduct, 
etc.), constructional, a. Pertaining to 
construction, structural, constructive, 
a. Having ability or power to construct; 
tending to construct; inferential, virtual, 
construe (koo'stroo) [as prec.], v.t. To 
explain, interpret, v.i. To apply the rules 
of syntax; to translate, 
consul (kon'shl) [L.], n. (Hist.) One of 
the two supreme magistrates of ancient 
Rome; an officer appointed by a state 
to reside in a foreign country to promote 
its mercantile interests, protect its subjects, 
consular, a. consulate, n. The official 
residence, term of office, of a consul. 
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consult (k6n-sult') [L. consultive ], v.i. To 
take counsel together; to deliberate. v.t. 
To ask advice or counsel from; to refer to 
(a book) for information, consultation, 
n. The act of consulting; a meeting of 
experts to consider a case, consulting, a. 
Giving advice; called in or used for 
consultation. 

consume (kon-sum') [CON-, L. sHmere , to 
take], v.t. To destroy by fire, decomposi¬ 
tion, etc.; to use up; to squander, v.i. 
To waste away; to be burned, consum- 
edly (-su'm6d-li), adv. Unrestrainedly, 
excessively, consumer, «. 
consummate (kon-sQm'at) [OON-, L. sum- 
ma, a sum], a. Complete, perfect; of the 
highest quality, v.t. (kon'sfi-m&t) To 
bring to completion, to perfect, to finish, 
consumma'tion, n. The end of some¬ 
thing begun, perfect development, 
consumption (k6n-sQmp'shun) [L. con¬ 
sumption as CONSUME], n. The act of 
consuming, state or process of being 
consumed; a wasting disease, phthisis, 
consumptive, a. Consuming; disposed 
to or affected with consumption, n. A 
person suffering from consumption, 
contact (kon't&kt) [CON-, L. taolus, 
touched], n. Touch, meeting, the relation 
of touching. 

contagion (kdn-t&'jfin) [L. contagio , as 
prec.], n. Communication of disease by 
contact; contagious disease; deleterious 
influence, contagious, a. 
contain (kdn-tAn') [OON-, L. tenure , to hold], 
vj. To hold within fixed limits; to com¬ 
prise, to include; to enclose; ( Arith .) to 
be exactly divisible by; ( Mil.) to hem in. 
containable, a. container, n. 
contaminate (kon-tAm'i-nat) [L. contimi- 
n&lus,], v.t. To defile, pollute, corrupt, 
contamina'tion, n. 

contango (kon-ting'gS) [L. continere , as 
contain], n. The commission paid by a 
buyer for the postponement of transactions 
on the Stock Exchange, 
contemn (kon-tem') [CON-, L. team ere, to 
despise], v.t. To scorn; to slight, neg¬ 
lect. 

contemplate (kon'tem-plat) [L. contem- 
plare, to observe], v.t. To look at, study; 
to meditate and reflect on; to purpose, 
intend; to regard as possible, v.i. To 
meditate, contemplation, n. contem'- 
plative, a. Thoughtful, studious, 
contemporaneous (kon-tem-po-ra'n^-us) 
[CON-, L. tempus, time], a. Existing or 
happening at the same time or period, 
contemporary (k6n-tem'p6-ra-ri) [CON-, 
temporary], a. Living at the same time ; 
of the same age or period, n. A con¬ 
temporary person or thing, 
contempt (kon-tempt') [as CONTEMN], n. 
Scorn, disdain; shame, disgrace; dis¬ 
obedience to the rules, of a sovereign, court, 
or legislative body, contemptible, a. 
Worthy of contempt, despicable, con¬ 
temptuous, a. Disdainful, scornful, 
contend (k6n-tend') [OON-, L. tenders , to 
stretch], v.i. To strive in opposition, or 


in defence or support of anything; to 
compete, dispute, v.t. To maintain by 
argument, contender, n. 
content (c6n-tent') [L. contentus , con¬ 
tained], a. Satisfied, pleased, willing, v.t. 
To satisfy, make easy in any situation; 
to gratify, n. Satisfaction, ease of mind; 
(kon'tent) capacity or power of containing; 
volume; meaning; (pi.) that which a vessel, 
book, etc. contains; a summary of subject- 
matter. contentedly, adv. contented - 
ness, n. contentment, n. The state of 
being contented or satisfied, 
contention (kon-ten'shun) [as CONTEND], n. 
Quarrel, strife, controversy; a point con¬ 
tended for. contentious, a. 
contest (k6n-test') [OON-, L. testiri, to bear 
witness], v.t. To contend for or about; 
to dispute, call in question, oppose, v.i. 
To strive, contend, vie. n. (kon'test) A 
struggle, dispute, controversy; competi¬ 
tion. rivalry, contestant, n. One who 
contests, contestation, n. 
context (kon'tekst) [L. contextus , woven 
together], n. The parts of a discourse; 
etc. immediately connected with a passage 
quoted, contextual, o. 
contiguous (k6n-tig'u-us) [L. contiguus ], a. 
Meeting so as to touch; adjoining, con¬ 
tiguity, n. 

continent (1) (kon'ti-n6nt) [L. continire , to 
contain], a. Chaste; temperate, con¬ 
tinence, -nency, n. continently, adv. 
continent (2) [as prec.], n. A large tract 
of land not disjoined by a sea; the main¬ 
land of Europe; the summary, the sum 
total, continental, a. 
contingent (kdn-tin'j6nt) [L. contingent, 
touching together], a. Dependent on an 
uncertain issue; not essential, conditional, 
n. A fortuitous event; that which falls 
to one by chance; an armed force furnished 
by a state for a joint enterprise, contin¬ 
gency, n. 

continual (kon-tin'u-Al) [O.F. continuel , as 
CONTINUOUS], o. Incessant; without in¬ 
terruption. continually, adv. 
continuance (k6n-tin'u-ans) [O.F., as 
above], n. Permanence; duration; stay, 
continuation (kon-tin-u-A'shun) [L. con- 
tinuatus, continued], n. That which con¬ 
tinues anything; extension, prolonga¬ 
tion. 

continue (k6n-tin'u) [F. continuer, as CON¬ 
TINUOUS], v.t. To carry on without inter¬ 
ruption; to extend, complete, v.i. To 
remain, stay; to remain in existence; to 
persevere, continuable, a. 
continuous (kon-tin'u-us) [L. eontinuus 
(CON-, tinere , to hold)], a. Connected 
without a break; uninterrupted, unceas¬ 
ing. continuity, n. 

contort (kon-tort') [L. contortus, twisted 
together], v.t. To twist with violence, 
wrench; to distort, contortion, n. The 
act of twisting; a writhing movement; 
partial dislocation, contortionist, n. An 
acrobat who bends his body unnaturally, 
contour (kon'toor) [F.], n. The outline, 
esp. of a coast or other geographical feature. 
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contra (kon'tra) [L.], prep. Against, oppo¬ 
site. ». The opposito (usu. the credit) 
side of an account. 

contraband (kon'tra-b&nd) [Sp. contra- 
banda ], a. Prohibited, unlawful, n. Ar¬ 
ticles forbidden to be exported or imported; 
smuggled articles, contrabandist, n. 
contract (kdn-tr&kt') [L. contractus , drawn 
together], v.t. To draw together; to 
abbreviate, shorten; to acquire; to bo- 
come liable for; to agree or to settle by 
covenant, v.i. To shrink; to agree (to 
do or supply something for a price), n. 
(kon'trakt) An agreement, compact; a 
formal betrothal; an offer or promise which 
has been formally accepted, contracted, 
o. Drawn together; betrothed; mean, 
narrow, contractible, o. Capable of 
contraction, contraction, n. An abbre¬ 
viation, shortening; the act of contracting, 
contractor, n. One who \mdertakes a 
contract; an employer who contracts to 
perform building, engineering, or other 
undertakings. 

contradict (kon-trA-dikt') [CONTRA-, L. 
dicere, to speak], vJ. To deny the truth 
of; to assert the opposite of. contra¬ 
diction, n. contradictor, n. contradic¬ 
tory, a. Affirming the contrary; logically 
incompatible; disputatious, 
contralto (kdn-tr&l'to) [It.],». The lowest 
female voice; a singer with this voice, 
contrary (kon'tra-ri) [L. contrarius ], o. 
Opposite; diametrically different; repug¬ 
nant, wayward, perverse, n. The op¬ 
posite; a thing that contradicts, adv. 
Adversely; in an opposite manner or 
direction, contrariety, ». The state of 
being contrary; opposition, contrarily, 
adv. In a contrary manner, contrari¬ 
wise (kon'tra-ri-, kdn-trar'i-wfz), adv. On 
the other hand, conversely; perversely, 
contrast (kon-tr&st') [O.P. contraster ], v.t. 
To set in opposition, so as to show the 
difference between, v.i. To stand in con¬ 
trast or opposition, n. (kon'trast) Un¬ 
likeness of things or qualities; the pre¬ 
sentation of opposites with a view to 
comparison. 

contravene (kon-trA-vSn') [CONTRA-, L. 
venire, to come], v.t. To violate, to trans¬ 
gress. contravention, n. Violation, 
contretemps (kon'tre-ton) [F., bad time], 
n. An unexpected event, throwing every¬ 
thing into confusion. 

contribute (kon-trib'ut) [OON-, L. tribuere, 
to pay], v.t. To give for a common pur¬ 
pose ; to pay as one’s share, v.t. To give 
a part; to have a share in. contribu'- 
tion, ». contrib'utive, o. Assisting, 
promoting, contributor, n. One who 
contributes; one who supplies articles to 
a newspaper, etc. contributory, a. Con¬ 
tributing to the same result, etc. 
contrite (kon'trit) [OON-, L. terere , to rub, 
to grind], a. Deeply sorry for sin; 
thoroughly penitent, contrition (kdn- 
trish'hn), n. 

contrive (kon-triv') [OON-, O.F. trover , to 
find], v.t, To devise, invent; to bring to 


pass. v.i. To form designs, to scheme, 
contrivance, n. 

control (kon-tr51') [O.F. contre-rolle, a 
duplicate register], n. Check, restraint; 
regulating power; authority, command. 
v.t. To exercise power over; to restrain, 
regulate, controller, n. A director; an 
officer who checks the accounts of other 
officers by means of a duplicate register, 
controllership, n. 

controversy (kon'tr6-v6r-si) [L. contri¬ 
ver sia, a quarrel], n. Disputation, esp. in 
writing, controversial, a. Inclined or 
pertaining to controversy, controver¬ 
sialist, u. A disputant, 
controvert (kon'trd-vgrt) [L. contrO-, 
against, vertere , to turn], v.t. To call in 
question; to oppose or refute by argument, 
contumacious (kon-tu-m&'shus) [CON-, L. 
tumire, to swell with pride], o. Perverae, 
obstinate; stubbornly opposing lawful 
authority, con'tumacy, n. 
contumely (kon'tume-li) [O.F. contumelie], 
n. Rude scornful abuse or reproach; 
insolence; ignominy, contumelious, a. 
contuse (k6n-tuz') [OON-, L. tCsus , beaten], 
v.t. To bruise without breaking the skin, 
contusion, n. A bruise, 
conundrum (kd-nfin'drum) [?], n. A 
riddle; a puzzling question, 
convalesce (kon-va-les') [CON-, L. valiscere , 
to grow strong], v.i. To recover health, 
convalescence, n. convalescent, a. 
convene (kdn-vgn') [CON-, L. venire, to 
come], v.t. To convoke; to summon to 
appear, v.i. To meet together, assemble, 
convenient (kon-ve'ni-dnt) [as prec.], a. 
Suitable; opportune, at hand, close by. 
convenience, -ency, n. The quality or 
state of being convenient; accommoda¬ 
tion ; a cause or source of comfort or 
accommodation; a thing that is useful, 
convent (kon'vdnt) [L. conventu a, assembled 
together], n. A community of religious 
persons of either sex; the building occupied 
by it. 

conventicle (kdn-ven'tikl) [L. dim. of con- 
ventus, as prec.], n. A clandestine gather¬ 
ing ; a dissenters* meeting-place, 
convention (kdn-ven'shun) [I#, conventio 
(convenlre, to CONVENE)], n. A meeting; 
the persons assembled; a treaty; an 
accepted usage, conventional, a. Agreed 
on by compact; founded on custom; 
slavishly observant of society customs or 
of accepted models, conventionalism, n. 
conventionalist, n. conventionality, n. 
converge (kdn-vSrj') [CON-, L. vergere, to 
turn, incline], v.t. To tend towards one 
point, convergent, o. Tending to meet 
in one point. 

conversant (kdn-vSr'sant) [CONVERSE], a. 
Having knowledge of or familiarity with; 
proficient, versed in. 

conversazione (kon-v6r-s£t-si-6'ni) [It., 
from L. conversatio, conversation], n. A 
social meeting devoted to literary, artistic, 
or scientific subj ects. 

converse (kon-vers') [F. converser, as 
CONVERT], v.i. To discourse easily and 
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familiarly, n. (kon'vers) Familiarity; 
conversation; the opposite, counterpart, 
or complement, a. Opposite, reciprocal, 
conversa'tion, n. Familiar talk; intimate 
fellowship or intercourse. conversa¬ 
tional, a. 

conversion (kdn-vSr'shfin) [as next], n. 
Change or the act of changing to a new 
mode of life, religion, morals, politics, etc. 
convert (khn-vert/) [OON-, L. vertere , to 
turn], v.t. To change or cause to change 
from one state, religion, party, etc. to 
another; to change one kind of securities 
into another; {Log.) to transpose the terms 
of. n. (kon'vert) One who is converted 
from one religion or party to another, 
convertible, o. That may be converted 
or changed; transmutable. convert!- 

birity, n. 

convex (kon'veks) [L. convezus, arched], a. 
Having a rounded form on the exterior 
(opp. to concave), convex'ity, n. 
convey (kon-vft') [O.F. conveier], v.t. To 
transport, transmit; to impart; to transfer 
(property), conveyance, «. The act, 
means, or Instrument of conveying; a 
vehicle; the act of transferring real pro¬ 
perty ; the document by which it is trans¬ 
ferred. conveyancer, n. {Law) One who 
draws up conveyances, conveyancing, n . 
{Law) The act of drawing up conveyances, 
convict (k6n-vikt') [OON-, L. rictus , con¬ 
quered], v.t. To prove or declare to be 
guilty, n. (kon'vikt) One sentenced to 
penal servitude, convic'tion, n. 
convince (k6n-wins') [CON-, L. vinore , to 
conquer], v.t. To satisfy the mind of; to 
persuade to conviction, overcome by proof, 
convivial (kon-viv'i-Al) [OON-, L. vivere, to 
live], a. Festive, social, jovial, con¬ 
viviality, n. convivially, adv. 
convoke (kon-vok') [OON-, L. vocare , to call], 
v.t. To summon together; to convene, 
convocation, n. The act of calling 
together; an assembly, esp. of qualified 
graduates of Universities or of the clergy 
of a province, convocational, a. 
convolution [CON-, L. volutus, rolled], n. 
A fold (esp. of brain matter); a winding 
motion, convorvulus, n. A genus of 
climbing plants. 

convoy (kdn-voi') [as CONVEY], v.t. To 
accompany on the way, as protection or 
escort. ». (kon'voi) The act of convoy¬ 
ing ; a protecting force; an escort, guard; 
that which is convoyed, 
convulse (kdn-vuls') [CON-, L. vulsus, 
plucked], v.t. To agitate violently; to 
affect with convulsions; to excite spasms 
of laughter in. convulsion, n. (usu. in 
pi.) Violent involuntary contractions and 
relaxations of the muscles; a violent agita¬ 
tion or commotion, convulsionary, a. 
convulsive, a. Producing or attended 
with convulsions; spasmodic, 
cony (ko'ni) [O.F. contl], n. A rabbit, a 
simpleton. 

coo (koo) [imit.], v.t. To make a sound 
like a dove; to make love, 
cook (kuk) [A.-S. ctfc, L. coquus], n. One 


who prepares food for the table, v.t. To 
prepare food by boiling, roasting, etc.; 
(fig.) to garble, falsify, concoct, v.t. To 
undergo the process of cooking, cookery, 
n. The act or art of cooking, 
cool (kool) [A.-S. col], a . Moderately cold; 
not retaining or causing heat: apathetic; 
calm, dispassionate; deliberate; impu¬ 
dent, audacious, n. Moderate tempera¬ 
ture; a cool place, v.f. To make cool; 
to calm, allay, v.t. To become cool, 
cooler, n. coolish, a. coolness, n. 
coolie (koo'li) [Hind, quit], n. A labourer 
in or from India or the East, 
coop (koop) [M.E. cupe, a basket], n. A 
barred or wired box for fowls, etc. v.t. 
To confine in or as in a coop, 
cooper (koo'peri [L. cupa, a cask], n. One 
who makes barrels, tubs, etc.; a mixture 
of stout and porter, cooperage, n. The 
trade or workshop of a cooper, 
co-operate (kfi-op'er-ftt) [CO-, L. operarl , 
to work], v.t. To work or act with others 
for a common end; to contribute to an 
effect, co-operation, n. co-operative, 
a. 

co-opt (kS-opt') [00-, L. opt&re, to choose], 
v.t. To elect into a body by the votes of 
the members. 

co-ordinate (kfi-fird'in-at) [00-, L. ordi- 
ndtus, arranged], a. Of the same order, 
rank, etc. n.pl. {Math.) Lines used as 
elements of reference to determine the posi¬ 
tion of any point, v.t. To correlate, bring 
into orderly relation, co-ordina'tion, n. 
coot (koot) [Dut. koet], n. A small black 
wailing-bird; a stupid fellow, 
coparcener (ko-par'se-n6r) [C0-, as PART], 
n. A coheir or coheiress, 
cope (1) (kop) [late L. capa], n. An 
ecclesiastical sleeveless vestment; {fig.) the 
sky; {Foundry) the outer covering of a 
mould, v.t. To cover with or as with a 
cope or coping, coping, n. The course 
projecting horizontally on the top of a 
wall. 

cope (2) [as COUP], v.t. To encounter, to 
contend successfully (with). 

Copernican (kfi-per'nik-an), a. Pertaining 
to the astronomical system of Copernicus 
(d. 1543) which has the sun as its centre, 
copious (k6'pi-us) [L. copia, plenty], u 
Plentiful, abundant; profuse, 
copper (kop'er) [A.-S. copor, L. cuprum], n. 
A red malleable, ductile, tenacious metal; 
a vessel, coin, etc. made (or formerly 
made) of copper; {slang) a policeman, a. 
Made of or resembling copper, v.f. To 
sheath with copper; to deposit a coating 
of copper on. copperplate, n. A polished 
plate of copper on which is an engraving; 
an impression from this, 
copperas (kop'Gr-as) [M.E. and O.F. cope- 
rose), n. A green sulphate of iron; green 
vitriol. 

coppice (kop'is) [O.F. copeiz, cut wood], ». 

A small wood of small trees and underwood, 
copra (kop'rA) [Malay koppara, cocoa-nut], 
n. The dried kernel of the cocoa-nut. 
copse (kops) [coppice], n. A coppice. 
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Copt (kopt) [Arab, quft ], n. One of the 
old Egyptian race. Coptic, o. 
copula (kop'u-14) [L., as next], n. (pi. -lae) 
That which couples; a word which links 
subject and predicate together, 
copulate (kop'u-lftt) [L. copulStus, fastened 
together], v.t. To couple together, v.i. 
To have sexual intercourse, a. Joined, 
connected, copula'tion, n. cop'ulatlve, 
a. Serving to unite. 

copy (kop'i) [F. copie], n. A transcript or 
imitation of an original; an original, 
pattern; matter to be set up in type; a 
writing exercise; a single example of a 
book, etc. v.t. To transcribe, imitate, 
make a copy of; to follow as pattern or 
model, copyhold, n. A tenure for which 
the tenant has nothing to show but the 
copy of the rolls made by the steward of 
his lord’s court; property held by such 
tenure, copyholder, n. copier, n. One 
who copies or transcribes; an imitator, 
plagiarist, copying, a. Pertaining to or 
used for copying, copyist, n. copy¬ 
right, n. The exclusive right of an author, 
etc., to his literary or artistic productions, 
coquet (ko-ket') [F.], v.i. To flirt (with); 
to trifle in making love, co'quetry, n. 
The practices of a coquette; flirtation, 
coquette, n. A female flirt; a jilt, 
cor- [COM-], pref. (used before r). 
coracle (kor'akl) [W. civrvcgl ], n. A boat 
made of wickerwork covered with leather 
or oiled cloth. 

coral (kor'al) [Gr. korallion], n. The cal¬ 
careous structure Polyps or zoophytes 
growing in colonies in the sea; the 
calcareous structure secreted and built 
up by them; an infant’s toy made of 
coral. The unimpregnated eggs of a lobster 
(from their colour), a. Made of or re¬ 
sembling coral; red, pink, corallif'erous, 
a. Producing or containing coral, cor'- 
alline, a. Of the nature, containing, or 
resembling coqiI. 

corbel (kfir'b^l) [O.F.], n. A bracket pro¬ 
jecting from a wall as a support, 
cord (kOrd) [Gr. chords, the string of a 
musical instrument], n. Thick string or 
thin rope; corduroy; a measure for cut 
wood, 128 cub. ft. “ v.t. To bind with a 
cord, corded, a. Bound or made with 
cords; ribbed or twilled (like corduroy), 
cordage, n. A quantity or store of ropes, 
cordelier (kbr-d6-ler') [F.], n. A Francis¬ 
can friar, from the knotted rope worn round 
the waist. 

cordial (kOr'di-al) [F.], a. Proceeding from 
the heart; sincere, hearty; cheering or 
comforting the heart, n. A sweetened 
spirit used as a beverage; a medicine to 
increase the circulation or to raise the 
spirits, cordial'ity, n. cordially, adv. 
cordite (kor'dit) [CORD, -1TE], n. A smoke¬ 
less explosive, prepared in string-like 
groins. 

cordon (kor'don) [F.], n. A ribbon or cord 
worn as a mark of rank, the badge of an 
order, etc.; a line of men, posts, or ships 
guarding or blockading a place. 


corduroy (kor-dh-roi') [prob. F. corde du 
roi, king’s cord], n. A stout, ribbed cotton 
fustian; (pi.) corduroy trousers, 
cordwain (kdrd'wan) [O.F. cordoan, from 
Cordoa, Cordova], n. A kind of leather 
orig. from Cordova, Spain, cordwainer, 
n. A shoemaker. 

core (kSr) [?], n. The heart or inner part 
of anything, as of an apple, pear, etc.; 
the pith, gist, essence, 
co-respondent (ko-re-spon'd^nt), n. A 
joint respondent, esp. in a divorce suit, 
coriander (kor-i-SLn'd&r) [Gr. koriannon], 
n. An umbelliferous plant with aromatic 
and carminative seeds. 

Corinthian (k6-rin'thi-&n), a. Of or per¬ 
taining to Corinth, Greece, or to the most 
elaborate and ornate of the three Grecian 
orders of architecture; licentious, dissi¬ 
pated. n. A native of Corinth; a de¬ 
bauchee ; a fast man. 

cork (kbrk) [?], n. The outer layer of 
bark of the cork-tree, a species of oak; a 
stopper for a bottle, cask, etc. made of 
this. a. Made of cork. v.t. To stop 
with a cork; to blacken with burnt cork, 
corkscrew, «. A screw for drawing 
corks, v.t. To direct or push forward in 
a wriggling fashion, corked, a. Stopped 
with cork; blackened with burnt cork; 
tasting of the cork. 

cormorant (kor'md-rknt) [O.F. cormerant ], 
n. A voracious sea-bird; (fig.) a glutton, 
corn (1) (korn) [A.-S.], n. Grain; the seed 
of cereals, v.t. To preserve and season 
with salt; to granulate, corn-chandler, 
n. A retail dealer in corn, etc. corn¬ 
crake, n. The landrail, corn-flour, n. 
The meal of Indian corn ground very fine, 
corn-flower, n. A popular name for 
several plants that grow amongst com. 
corn (2) [L. cornu, horn], n. A horny 
excrescence on a toe, etc. 
cornea (kdr'n6-A) [L., horny (cornu, horn)], 
n. The transparent fore-part of the ex¬ 
ternal coat of the eye, through which rays 
of light pass. 

cornelian (k6r-ne'li-an) [F. cornaline ], n. 

A variety of semi-transparent chalcedony, 
corner (kor'n6r) [O.F. cornier, from L. 
coma, horn], n. An angle; a place en¬ 
closed by converging lines or surfaces; a 
nook; a position of difficulty or embarrass¬ 
ment; a ring, or combination to buy up 
the supply of a commodity, in order to 
raise the price, v.t. To drive into a 
corner, or into a position of difficulty; to 
buy up (a commodity) so as to raise 
the price, corner-stone, n. The stone 
uniting two walls; the principal stone, 
cornet (kdr'n6t) [O.F. from L. coma], n. 
A wind instrument; formerly the lowest 
commissioned officer in a cavalry regiment; 
a conical paper bag. 

cornice (kdr'nis) [F.], n. A moulded hori¬ 
zontal projection crowning a wall, pillar, 
etc. 

Cornish (kor'nish), a. Pertaining to Corn¬ 
wall. n. The ancient language of Corn¬ 
wall. 
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cornucopia (kor-nu-ko'pi-a) [L. cornu 
copioe], n. The horn of plenty; a goat’s 
horn wreathed and filled to overflowing 
with flowers, fruit, corn, etc., the symbol 
of plenty and peace. 

corolla (kd-rol'A) [L., dim. of cordna, a 
crown], n. ( Bot .) The inner whorl, or 
petals, of flowers. 

corollary (kd-rol'a-ri) [L. coroll&rium], n. 
An additional inference from a proposition; 
a natural consequence, 
corona (ko-rd'na) [L., a crown], n. A disk 
or halo round the sun or the moon; the 
zone of radiance round the moon in a 
total eclipse of cne *un. 
coronach (kor'6-nac/i) [Gael.], n. A dirge, 
a funeral lamentation, 
coronation (kor-6-na'shun), n. The act or 
ceremony of crowning a sovereign, 
coroner ^kor'o-n6r) [A.-F. cnruner], n. An 
officer of the Crown who inquires into cases 
of sudden or suspicious death, 
coronet (kor'6-n6t) [O.F.], ». A little 
crown. 

corporal (1) (kfir'pd-ril) [F., as foil.], n. 
An infantry non-commissioned officer of 
the lowest grade. 

corporal (2) [L. corpordlis (corpus , the 
body)], o. Relating to the body; material, 
corporeal. 

corporate (kdr'pd-r&t) [L. corpordius, as 
prec.], a. United in a body and acting as 
an individual, pertaining to a corpora¬ 
tion. 

corporation (kftr-po-r&'shun) [as prec.], n. 
A corporate body empowered to acj; as an 
individual; a commercial company or 
association; a prominent stomach, 
corporeal (kor-p6r'e-Al) [L. corporeus (cor¬ 
pus -orisjYy a. Having a body; pertaining 
to the body , material, physical, 
corps (kor) [F., as foil.]* n. A body of 
troops; a division of an army, corps 
de ballet % n. 4 body of dancers In a 
ballet. 

corpse (kOrps) [O.F. corSy L. corpuSy the 
body], o. A dead body, esp. of a human 

being. 

corpulent (kor'pu-16nt) [L. corpulentus 
(cor~ is, body)], a. Excessively fat or 
fleshy, corpulence, -lency, n. 
corpuscle obr'pusl) [L. corpusculum, dim. 
of corputy body], n. A minute particle of 
matter; a minute body forming part of 
an organism, (pi.) those which exist free 
in the blood, corpus'cular, a. 
corral (kd-ral') [Sp.], n. An enclosure for 
cattle or defence, or an enclosure for cap¬ 
turing elephants, etc. vj. To pen up; 
to form into a corral. 

correct (kd-rekt') [COR-, L. rectus, ruled, 
ordered], v.t. To set right; to remove 
faults from; to mark errors for rectifica¬ 
tion; to admonish, punish, a. Right, 
proper, decorous; true, exact, accurate, 
correction, n. The act of correcting; 
that which is substituted for what is 
wrong; punishment, chastisement; criti¬ 
cism. correctional, a. corrective, a. 
Having power or tending to correct, n. 


That which tends to correct or counteract; 
an antidote, correctly, adv. correct¬ 
ness, n. corrector, n. 
correlate (kor'e-lat) [COR-, relate], v.i. 
To be reciprocally related, v.t. To bring 
into mutual relation, n. A correlative, 
correlation, ». Reciprocal relation; in¬ 
terdependence of forces and phenomena; 
the mutual relation of structure, func¬ 
tions, etc., in an organism, correrative, o. 
correspond (kor-e-spond') [COR-, L. raspon- 
dere , to RESPOND], v.i. To be congruous; 
to fit, suit; to communicate by letters, 
correspondence, n. Mutual adaptation; 
congruity; intercourse by means of letters; 
the letters which pass, correspondent, a. 
Congruous with; answering. n. One with 
whom intercourse is kept up by letters; 
one who sends news to a journal, cor¬ 
responding, a. Suiting; communicating 
by correspondence. 

corridor (kor'i-dor) [It. corridore], n. A 
communicating passage; a covered way. 
corrigendum (kor-i-jen'dum) [L.], n. (pi. 
-da) An error needing correction, esp. in a 
book. 

corroborate (k6-rob'o-rat) [COR-, L. rObo- 
r&tuSy strengthened], v.t. To strengthen, 
confirm; to bear additional witness to. 
corroborant, a. corroboration, n. 
corrob'orative, o. corroboratory, a. 
corrode (ko-rod') [COR-, L. rodcre , to 
gnaw], v.t. To wear away or consume 
gradually, v.i. To waste away gradually, 
corro'sion, n. corrosive, a. 
corrugate (kor'u-gat) [COK-, L. rugatus , 
wrinkled], v.t. To bend into wrinkles or 
folds, v.i. To become wrinkled, corru¬ 
gated, o. Wrinkled; marked with more 
or less acute parallel angles; pressed into 
folds and galvanized (of sheet iron), 
corrupt (ko-rfipt') [COR-, L. ruptus, 
broken], a. Putrid, tainted; unsound; 
(Jig.) depraved; perverted by bribery; not 
genuine, v.t. To infect, make impure or 
unwholesome; (fig.) to vitiate; to de¬ 
bauch, seduce; to bribe, v.i. To become 
corrupt. corrupter,n. corrupt) bil'ity, 
n. corruptible, a. Liable to corruption, 
corruption, n. The act of corrupting or 
state of being corrupt; decomposition, 
putrefaction; putrid matter; (fig.) moral 
deterioration; bribery; a corrupt reading 
or version, corruptive, a. corruptly, 
adv. corruptness, n. 
corsage (kor'saj) [O.F.], n. A bodice, 
corsair (kor'sar) [F.], n. A pirate, 
corset (kor's6t) [F.], n. A close-fitting, 
stiffened garment, worn by women to give 
shape to the body; stays, 
corslet (kors'tet) [F.], n. Body armour; 
a light cuirass. 

Cortes (kdr'tdz) [Sp. and Port., courts], n. 
The legislative assemblies of Spain and 
Portugal. 

coruscate (kor'us-k&t) [L. corusc&tus], v.i. 
To glitter in flashes, coruscation, n. 
corvette (kfir-vet') [F.], n. A flush-decked, 
full-rigged ship of war. 
cosmetic (kdz-met'ik) [F. cosmetique , Gr. 
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kosmein , to adorn], a. Beautifying, n. 
A preparation for improving the skin, 
cosmic (koz'mik) [as next], a. Pertaining 
to the universe; derived from some part 
of the solar system other than the earth; 
of inconceivably long duration, cos- 
mical, o. Rising or setting with the sun. 
cosmo* [Gr. lcosmos , the universe], comb, 
farm. Pertaining to the universe, 
cosmogony (k6z-mog'o-ni) [COSMO-, geny], 
n. A theory or investigation respecting 
the origin of the world, cosmog'onist, n. 
cosmography (k6z-mog'rA-fl) [OOSMO-, 
-graph y], n. A description or delineation 
of the features of the universe, 
cosmology (k6z-mol'6-ji) [COSMO-, -LOGY], 
n. The science which investigates the laws 
of the universe as an ordered whole; the 
branch of metaphysics dealing with the 
relation of the universe to the mind, 
cosmopolitan (koz-md-pol'i-tan) [oosmo-, 
Gr. polites, a citizen)], a. Common to all 
the world; at home in any part of the 
world; free from national prejudices, n. 
A cosmopolite, cosmopolitanism, n. 
cosmopolite (kdz-mop'd-lit),«. One who 
is at home in any part of the world, 
cosmos (koz'mos) [Gr.], n. The universe 
regarded as an ordered system; an ordered 
system of knowledge; order, as opp. to 
chaos. 

cosset (kos'et) [?], v.t. To pet, pamper, 
cost (kost) [O.F. coster, L. const are ], v.i. 
To require as the price; to cause the 
expenditure of; to result in the loss of or 
the infliction of. n. The price paid for 
a thing; expense; penalty, loss; pain, 
trouble; (pi.) expenses of a lawsuit, 
costly, o. Of high price, costliness, n. 
costal [L.], a. Pertaining to the ribs, 
costard (kos'tArd) [?], n. A large, round 
apple. 

coster, costermonger (kos'ter-mung'gdr) 
[costard, MONGER], n. A seller of fruit, 
vegetables, etc., from a barrow, 
costive (kos'tiv) [O.F. costivi], a. Con¬ 
stipated. 

costume (kds-tum') [F.], ». Dress; the 
customary mode of dressing at a particular 
time or in a country; fancy dress, cos¬ 
tumier (kos-tu'mi-dr), ». A maker or 
dealer in costumes. 

cosy (kS'zi) [?], a. Comfortable; snug, 
n. A padded covering for a teapot, put 
on it to retain the heat, cosiness, «. 
cot (1) (kot) [A.-S.], n. A small house, 
hut; a shelter for beasts, 
cot (2) [Hind. kh&t], n. A light bedstead; 
a crib; a child's bedstead; a swing bed 
for invalids, etc., on board ship, 
cote (k6t) [COT (1)], n . A sheepfold; a 
shelter, dove-cote, n. A pigeon-house, 
coterie (ko'tfer-i) [F.], n. An exclusive 
circle of people; a clique, 
cotillion (ko-til'ydn) [F., a petticoat], n. 

A dance for four or eight persons, 
cottage (kot'Aj) [cote, -age], n. A small 
house, a cot; a small country or suburban 
residence, cottager, n. One who lives 
in a cottage. 


cottar (kot'ar) [cot (1)], n. A peasant who 
pays rent for his cottage by his labour, 
cotton (kotn) [Arab, qutun ], n. A downy 
substance, resembling wool, growing in the 
fruit of the cotton-plant, used for making 
thread, cloth, etc.; thread or cloth made 
from this. v.t. To agree well (with), 
become attached (to), cotton-wool, n. 
Cotton in its raw state, used as wadding, etc. 
couch (kouch) [F. concher ], vj. To cause 
to lie, to lay (oneself) down; to express 
in words, to imply; to set (a spear) in 
rest; to operate upon for cataract, v.i. 
To lie down, to rest. n. A place of rest; 
a lounge or sofa, couch-grass, n. A 
grass with long, creeping roots, 
cougar (koo'gAr) [Guarani], n. The puma, 
cough (kof) [A.-S. cohhetan ], n. A convul¬ 
sive effort, attended with noise, to expel 
irritating matter from the lungs, v.t. To 
drive from the lungs by a cough, v.i. 
To expel air from the lungs in a con¬ 
vulsive and noisy manner, 
coulter (kol't6r) [A.-S. culter], n. The iron 
blade fixed in front of the share In a plough, 
council (koun'sil) [F. concile, L. concilium ], 
n. Persons met together for deliberation 
or advice or as advisers to a sovereign, 
etc.; the governing body of a University, 
council-board, n. The table round which 
a council deliberates; a council, esp. when 
in session, councillor, n. A member d 
a council, councillorship, n. 
counsel (koun'sel) [O.F. conseil ], n. A 
consultation; advice; opinion given after 
deliberation; a barrister, vj. To give 
advice to: to advise, counsellor, n. 
count (1) (kount) [O.F. corner, L. comput&re , 
Compute], v.t. To reckon up in numbers, 
compute, enumerate; to esteem, v.i. To 
possess a certain value; to depend or rely 
(upon), n. A reckoning or numbering; 
the sum (of); a statement of plaintiff’s 
case; one of several charges in an indict¬ 
ment. countable, a. counting-house, 
n. An office appropriated to the business 
of keeping accounts, etc. countless, o. 
Innumerable; beyond calculation, 
count (2) [O.F. conte , L. come*, companion], 
n. A foreign title of rank correspon din g 
to earl, countship, n. 
countenance (koun'tA-nAns) [O.F. conte- 
nance], n. The face; air, look, or exprea* 
sion, favour, support; estimation, vj. 
To sanction, permit; to abet, encourag^T 
counter (1) (koun'ter) [A.-F. counteour , L. 
computdtOrium , COMPUTE], n. One who or 
that which counts; a calculator; a piece 
of metal, ivory, etc., used for reckoning, 
aa in games; a bench on which money is 
oounted, or across which goods are sold, 
counter (2) [F. contre, L. contra, against],». 
The opposite, the contrary; the curved 
part of a ship’s stern, a. Contrary, 
opposed; opposing; duplicate, adv. In 
the opposite direction; wrongly; coii- 
trarily. v. To oppose, to return a blow 
by dealing another one. 
counteract (koun-t6r-&kt'), v.t . To act in 
opposition to; to neutralize. 
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counterbalance (koun-ter-b51'ans), v.t. To 
weigh against or oppose with equal effect, 
n. An equal weight or force acting in 
opposition. 

counterblast (koun't6r-blast), n. An argu¬ 
ment or statement in opposition, 
countercharge (koun'ter-charj), ». A 
charge in opposition to another; a counter¬ 
claim. 

counterfeit (koun'ter-fgt) [O.P. contrefait J, 
v.t. To Imitate, mimic; to copy *nd pass 
off as genuine; to coin, to imitate in base 
metal; to simulate, a. Made in imita¬ 
tion with intent to be passed off as genuine; 
forged, n. An Impostor; a counterfeit 
thing, counterfeiter, n. 
counterfoil (koun'ter-foil) [COUNTER-, FOIL 
(1)], ji. The counterpart of a cheque, 
receipt, or other document, retained by 
the giver. 

countermand (koun-t6r-mand') [contra, 
L. tnanddre, to command], v.t. To 
revoke, annul; to recall, n. An order 
contrary to or revoking a previous order, 
countermarch (koun'tgr-march), r. To 
march or cause to march in an opposite 
direction. 

countermine (koun'tgr-mln), n. A gallery 
or mine to intercept or frustrate one made 
by the enemy; a stratagem to frustrate any 
project, v. To oppose by countermine, 
counterpane (koun'ter-p&n) [earlier coun¬ 
terpoint , O.P. contrepointe , L. culcita puncta, 
stitched QUILT], n. A coverlet; a quilt, 
counterpart (koun'tgr-part), n. A corre¬ 
sponding part; a duplicate; one who is 
exactly like another. 

counterplot (koun'tgr-plot), v.t. To frus¬ 
trate by another plot. n. A plot to defeat 
another plot. 

counterpoint (koun'tgr-point) [F. contre - 
point , med. L. contrapunctum, point against 
point], n. A melodious part or combina¬ 
tion of parts written to accompany a 
melody; the art of constructing harmoni¬ 
ous parts, or of harmonious composition, 
counterpoise (koun'tgr-poiz), n. A weight 
in opposition and equal to another; a 
counterbalancing force; equilibrium, v.t. 
To oppose with an equal weight, force, 
power, or influence. 

counterscarp (koun'tgr-skarp) [CONTRA, L. 
tear pa, scarp)], n. (Fort.) The exterior 
wall or slope of the ditch, 
countersign (koun'tgr-sin), v.t. To attest 
by an additional signature; to ratify, n. 
A secret word or sign by which one may 
pass a sentry, or by which the members of 
an association may recognize each other, 
countersink (koun'tgr-sink), v.t. To cham¬ 
fer a hole for a screw or bolt head; to 
sink (the head of a screw, etc.) into such a 
hole. 

countervail (koun-tgr-val') [O.P. contre- 
vail], v.t. To act against with equal effect 
or power; to counterbalance, v.i. To be 
of equal weight, power, or influence on 
the opposite side. 

countess (koun'tes) [O.P. cunlesse, late L. 
comitissa, fem. of come*, COUNT], n. The 


wife of a count or of an earl; a lady 
holding this rank in her own right, 
countrified (kun-tri-fid) [p.p. (COUNTRY, 
-FY)], a. Rustic in manners or appearance, 
country (kun'tri) [O.F. cuntrke, late L. con- 
trata, a region over against, contra, against], 
n. A region or state, or its inhabitants; 
one’s native land; the rural part as distinct 
from towns; the rest of a land as distin¬ 
guished from the capital, a. Pertaining 
to the country; rural, country-dance, 
n. A dance in which partners are ranged 
in lines opposite to each other, country¬ 
man, n. One who lives in a rural district; 
an inhabitant of any particular region; a 
native of the same country as another, 
countrywoman, n. countryside, n. A 
rural district; the inhabitants of this, 
county (koun'ti) [L. comitatus (see COUNT 
(2))], n. A shire; a division of land for 
administrative, judicial, and political pur¬ 
poses. a. Pertaining to a oounty. county 
town, n. The chief town of any county, 
coup (koo) [F., a blow], n. A telling or 
decisive blow; a victory; a successful 
move, coup d'etat (-d&-ta'), n. A sud¬ 
den and violent change of government, 
esp. of a revolutionary nature, coup de 
grace (-de-gras'), n. The finishing stroke. 
coup6 (koo'pft) [P.], 7i. A four-wheeled 
close carriage; a railway compartment 
with a seat on one side only, 
couple (kflpl) [O.F. cople ], n. Two of the 
same kind considered together; a leash; 
a pair; a betrothed or married pair. v.t. 
To connect or fasten together; to unite in 
marriage, couplet, n. Two lines of run¬ 
ning verse, coupling, n. The action of 
the verb; a device for connecting railway 
carriages, etc., together, 
coupon (koo'pon) [F., a piece cut off], ». 
A detachable certificate for the payment 
of interest on bonds; a detachable ticket 
or certificate of various kinds, 
courage (kiir'aj) [O.F. corage ], «. Bravery, 
intrepidity, courageous (ku-r&'jus), o. 
courier (kur'i-6r) [M.E. cotout, O.F. coreor , 
from L. currere, to run], n. An express 
messenger; a travelling servant who makes 
all arrangements beforehand, 
course (kors) [O.F. cours, as prec.], n. A 
race; passage from one place to another; 
the track passed over; the direction of a 
stream; the ground on which a race is 
run; a chase after a hare; career; a 
series; one of a scries of dishes served at 
a meal; mode of procedure; a row of 
laid bricks. v.t. To run after, pursue; 
to traverse, v.i. To chase hares with 
greyhounds; to run or move quickly; to 
circulate (as the blood), of course : By 
consequence, naturally, courser, n. A 
swift horse, a war-horse; one who practises 
coursing; a dog used in coursing, cours¬ 
ing, n. The sport of hunting hares with 
greyhounds. 

court (k6rt) [O.F. cort, L. cohort , an en¬ 
closure], n. A place enclosed by buildings; 
a narrow street; a quadrangle; an en¬ 
closed or marked out piece of ground used 
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for games; the residence or retinae of a 
sovereign; the sovereign and advisers re¬ 
garded as the ruling power; a State recep¬ 
tion; a body having jurisdiction; the 
chamber in which justice is administered, 
the judges or persons assembled to hear 
any cause; deferential attention paid to 
secure favour or regard, v.t. To seek the 
favour of; to pay court to; to seek the 
affections of, to woo. v.i. To make love, 
court-card, n. The king, queen, or 
knave in any suit in a pack of cards, court¬ 
house, n. A building containing rooms 
used by any court, court-martial, n 
A court for the trial of naval or military 
offenders. v.t. To try by court-martiai. 
courtyard, n. An area round or within 
a large building. 

courteous (kertt6-ils) [O.P. cortois ], a. 
Having court-like manners, polite, affable, 
considerate, adv. courteousness, n. 
courtesan, -zan (kor-te-zin') [F. courti- 
»one], n. A prostitute, 
courtesy (kSr'te-si) [O.F. cortcsic], n. 
Gourteousness, politeness; favour, as op¬ 
posed to right; an act of civility, 
courtier (k5r'ti-6r) [O.F. cortoier , to live at 
court], n. One who is a frequenter at the 
court of a prince. 

courtly (kdrt'li), a. Of or pertaining to a 
court; elegant, polite; obsequious, 
courtship (kort'ship ), n. The act of solicit¬ 
ing in marriage. 

cousin (kiizn) [F.], n. The child of an 
uncle or aunt; a kinsman, 
cove (k5v) [A.-S. co/a, a chamber], n. A 
small creek or bay; a sheltered recess, 
ovenant (khv'6-nint) [O.F., as convene], 
n. An agreement on certain terms; a 
compact; a document containing this. v.i. 
To enter into a covenant, covenanted, a. 
Secured by or held under a covenant; 
bound by a covenant, covenanter, n. 
One who enters into a covenant* an ad¬ 
herent of the Scottish National Covenant 
of 1638 or the Solemn League and Covenant 
of 1643. 

cover (kfiv'6r) [O.F. cuvrir], v.t. To over¬ 
lay; to overspread with something; to 
protect, conceal, cloak, screen; to include, 
to be enough to defray; to extend over; 
to hold under aim with a fire-arm. n. Any¬ 
thing which covers or hides; a lid; the 
outside of a book; pretence, pretext; 
shelter, protection; the articles for one 
person at table; a thicket, woods which 
conceal game; sufficient funds to meet a 
liability, etc. covering, n. 
coverlet (kuv'6r-let) [A.-F. coverlit (COVER-, 
lit, bed)], n. A bed covering; counter¬ 
pane. 

covert (kGv'6rt) [as prec.], a. Covered; 
disguised, private; under protection n. 
A shelter; a cover for game, covertly, 
adv. coverture, n. A hiding-place; se¬ 
crecy; the state of a married woman, as 
under the authority of her husband. 

Covet (kfiv'et) [A.-F. and O.F. coveiter], v.t. 
To desire (something unlawful) inordin¬ 
ately; to long for, v.i. To have an in¬ 


ordinate desire, covetous, a. covet¬ 
ously, adv. covetousness, n. 
covey (kuv'i) [F., hatched], n. A brood or 
small flock of birds, esp. partridges, 
cow (1) (kou) [A.-S. cu], n. {pi. cows, 
*kine) The female of any bovine species, 
esp. of the domesticated bull; a female 
elephant or cetacean, cowboy, n. One 
who tends cattle, esp. on a ranch, cow¬ 
herd, n. One who tends cattle, 
cow (2) [?], v.t. To intimidate, deprive 
of spirit or courage; to daunt, cowed, a. 
coward (kou'ard) [O.F. coart], n. A pol¬ 
troon, one without courage, a. Timid, 
pusillanimous, cowardice, n. cowardli¬ 
ness, n. 

cower (kou'Sr) [?], v.t. To stoop, bend, 
crouch; to shrink or quail through 
fear. 

cowl (koul) [A.-S. cugele , L. cucullus , a 
hood], n. A hooded garment, esp. one 
worn by a monk; a chimney-top which 
moves with the wind. 

cowry (kou'ri) [Hind, lcawfl ], n. A small 
shell used as money in parts of S. Asia and 
Africa. 

cowslip (kou'slip) [A.-S. cd-slyppe , cow- 
dung], n. A species of primrose with frag¬ 
rant flowers, growing in pastures, 
coxcomb (koks'kfim) [COCK], n. A con¬ 
ceited person, a fop, dandy. cox¬ 
combry, n. 

coxswain (koksn, kok'swftn) [COCK, SWAIN], 
n. One who steers, esp in a race; the 
petty officer in charge of a boat, 
coy (koi) [F.], a. Shrinking from famili¬ 
arity; shy, reserved, coquettish, coyly, 
adv. coyness, n. 

cozen (kuzn) [?], v.t. To deceive, cheat, 
crab (1) (krfcb) [A.-8 crabba ], n. A ma¬ 
rine crustacean; the zodiacal constellation 
Cancer; a sour, wild apple, crab-apple; 
a peevish, morose person v.t. To claw, 
scratch, to criticize savagely, pull to 
pieces, crabbed (kr&b'6d), a. Peevish, 
morose; sour-tempered, cramped, unde¬ 
cipherable. crabbedly, adv. crabbed¬ 
ness, n. 

crack (krSk) [A.-S. crucian], v.t. To break 
without entire separation; to cause to give 
a sharp, sudden noise; to say smartly or 
sententiously. v.i. To break partially 
asunder; to utter a loud sharp sound; to 
boast, brag; to change (of voices at 
puberty), to chat. n. A sudden and 
partial separation of parts, a chink, fissure, 
or opening; a sharp sudden sound; a 
smart blow; a chat. a. Having qualities 
to be boasted of; superior, crack- 
brained, a. Crazy, cracked, a. Half¬ 
witted, insane, cracker, n. One who 
or that which cracks; a firework; a thin 
biscuit; a bonbon that gives a report in 
being torn open. 

crackle (kr&kl) [from prec.], v.i. To make 
short, sharp cracking noises, n. A rapid 
succession of slight, sharp noises like 
cracks, crackling, a. Making short, 
sharp, frequent cracks, n. The browned 
scored skin of roast pork. 
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cracknel (kr&k'nGl) [P. craquelin ], n. A 
hard, brittle biscuit. 

-cracy [Gr. - kratia, from kratos, power], suf. 
Kule of; influential or dominant by means 
of; as in aristocracy, democracy , plutocracy. 
cradle (kradl) [A.-S. cradol), n. A baby’s 
cot, usu. rocking or swinging; {fig.) place 
of early nurture; a frame to protect a 
wounded limb in bed, to support a vessel 
out of water, etc.; (Mining) a gold-washing 
machine; the frame-work for an arch, etc. 
vl. To lay or rock in a cradle, 
craft (kraft; [A.-S. crceft], n. Skill; cun¬ 
ning, deceit; a handicraft, occupation, 
trade, or its members; a vessel (pi. un¬ 
changed). craftsman, n. A skilled arti¬ 
san. craftsmanship, n. crafty, a. Art¬ 
ful, sly, wily, craftiness, n. 
crag (kr&g) [Gael. creag), n. A rugged or 
precipitous rock; shelly deposits, 
cram (kr&m) [A.-S. crammian ], v.t. To 
stuff or press in so as to fill to overflowing; 
to coach hurriedly for examination, v.i. 
To eat greedily, to stuff oneself; to get 
up a subject hastily and superficially, 
crambo (krim'bd) [L. crambi (i repetlta ), 
cabbage (served up again)], n. A game in 
which one selects a word to which another 
finds a rhyme. 

cramp (krSmp) [O F. erampe], n. A spas¬ 
modic contraction of a limb or muscle; a 
cramp-iron, clamp, v.t. To affect with 
cramp; to confine closely; to hinder, re¬ 
strain; to fasten with a cramp-iron. a. 
Cramped, contracted, cramp-iron, n. 
An iron with bent ends binding two 
stones together in a course, 
cranberry (krin'b6r-i) [L.G. kraanbere ], n. 

The bitter marsh whortleberry, 
crane (kran) [A.-S. cran ], n. A migratory 
wading bird with long neck and legs; a 
machine for hoisting heavy weights; a 
siphon for drawing liquors from a cask, for 
supplying a locomotive with water, etc. 
v.i. To stretch out the neck like a crane, 
cranio- [Gr. kranion , the skull], comb. form. 
Pertaining to the skull, craniol'ogy, n. 
The scientific study of crania, 
cranium (kr&'ni-um) [as prec.J, n. (pi. 
-ia) The skull, esp. the part enclosing the 
brain. 

crank (kr5nk) [A.-S. crane, past of crincan, 
to be bent up], n. An apparatus for con¬ 
verting rotary into reciprocating motion, 
or the converse; an elbow-shaped brace; 
a caprice, whim; a crotchety person, an 
eccentric; a crook, a turn. a. (Naut.) 
Liable to upset; shaky, liable to break 
down. 

cranky (kr&ng'ki) [CRANK], a. Irritable, 
whimsical; full of twists; shaky, sickly; 
(Naut.) liable to upset, 
cranny (krSn'i) [?], n. A crevice, chink; 

a corner, hole, crannied, a. 
crape (krap) [F., crips'), n. A gauzy fabric 
with a crisped, frizzly surface, usually dyed 
black, used for mourning, 
crapulent (krip'u-lent) [L. cr&pulentus, 
drunken], a. Surfeited, drunken, crapu¬ 
lence, n. crapulous, a. 


crash (krSsh) [imit.], v.t. To break to 
pieces or dash together violently, v.i. To 
make a loud smashing noise, n. A 
violent smash or the noise of this; a sud¬ 
den collapse, bankruptcy; a coarse linen 
cloth. 

crass (kris) [L. crassus ], a. Thicx, coarse, 
gross, stupid, obtuse, crassness, n. 
-crat [Gr. -krates (cf. -CRACY)], suf. A 
partisan, supporter, member, as autocrat , 
democrat. 

cratch (krSch) [O.F. creche ], n. A manger, 
hay-rack, esp. for use out of doors, 
crate (krat) [L. crates), n. A large wicker 
case for packing crockery; an open frame¬ 
work of wood for packing, 
crater (kra'ter) [Gr. kratir, a bowl], n. The 
mouth of a volcano; a funnel-shaped 
cavity; a cavity formed by a mine or shell 
exploding. 

cravat (kra-vSt') [F. cravate ], n. A neck¬ 
cloth for men; a tie. 

crave (krav) [A.-S. craflan ], v.t. To ask for 
earnestly and submissively; to long for. 
craven (kra'ven) [M.B. crauant ], n. A 
coward, recreant, a dastard, a. Cowardly, 
faint-hearted, cravenly, adv. 
crawl (krawl) [Scand.], v.i. To move 
slowly along the ground; to creep; to 
assume an abject manner; to get on by 
meanness and servility, n. The act of 
crawling, crawler, n. 
crayfish (kra'fish) [M.E. crevice), n. The 
freshwater lobster; the marine spiny 
lobster. 

crayon (kra'6n) [F.], n. A pencil of 
coloured chalk or similar material; a draw¬ 
ing made with crayons. v.t. To draw 
with crayons; to sketch, 
craze (kr&z) [Scand.], v.t. To derange the 
intellect; to make flaws in (china, etc.), 
n. A mania, an extravagant enthusiasm, 
a rage, crazed, a. Deranged in intellect, 
crazy, a. Broken down, unsound, shaky; 
broken-witted, deranged, crazily, adv. 
creak (krek) [imit.], v.i. To make a con¬ 
tinued grating noise. 

cream (kr§m) [F. crime), n. The rich, oily 
part of milk which rises and collects on the 
surface; something prepared from this; 
the best part of anything, 
crease (kres) [?], n. A line or mark made 
by folding or doubling; (Cricket) a line 
marking the position of bowler and bats¬ 
man. v.t. To make a crease or mark in. 
v.i. To become creased or wrinkled, 
create (kr6-at') [L. cre&tus), v.t. To cause 
to exist; to produce, originate; to invest 
with an office or dignity, creative, a. 
creation (kr6-a'shun) [L. credtio (credre, to 
create)], n. The act of creating, esp. 
creating the world; the universe, all 
created things; the act of investing with 
a new character or position; a production 
of art, craft, or intellect, creative, etc. 
[CREATE], creator, n. One who or that 
which creates; the Maker of the Uni¬ 
verse. 

creature (kr5'ch6r) [as prec.], n. That 
which is created; a living being; one who 
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owes his rise or fortune to another; a mere 
tool. a. Of or pertaining to the body. 
cr£che (krSsh) [F.], n. A public nursery in 
which the children are left while their 
parents are at work. 

credence (kre'd6ns) [L. cridere , to believe], 
n. Credit, reliance, confidence; that which 
gives a claim to confidence, credential, 
n. Anything which gives a title to con¬ 
fidence; (pi.) documents accrediting a 
person, credible, o. credibility, n. 
credit (kred'it) [F. cridit , as prec.], n. Be¬ 
lief, trust, faith; a reputation inspiring 
confidence, esp. a reputation for solvency; 
anything due to any person; time given 
for payment; the side of an account in 
which payment is entered; an entry on 
this side. v.t. To believe; to set to the 
credit of or give credit for; to ascribe to. 
creditable, a. Bringing credit or honour, 
creditably, adv. creditor, n. One to 
whom a debt is due. 

credulous (kred'u-lhs) [L. crSdulue, as 
prec.], o. Disposed to believe, esp. with¬ 
out sufficient evidence, credulity, n. 
creed (kred) [A.-S. creda , L. credo , I believe], 
n. A summary of the articles of religious 
belief; a system of religious belief, 
creek (krek) [?], n. A small inlet on the 
coast; a backwater or arm of a river, 
creel (kr61) [?], n. An osier basket, 
creep (krep) [A.-S. criopan ], v.i. To crawl 
along as a serpent; to grow along, as a 
creeping plant; to move slowly, stealthily, 
or with timidity; to behave with servility; 
to have a sensation of shivering or shrink¬ 
ing. n. Creeping; a low arch or passage 
for animals; (pi.) a feeling of shrinking 
horror, creeper, n. One who or that 
which creeps or crawls; a plant with a 
creeping stem; a grapnel used in dragging, 
creepy, a. Having or causing the sensation 
of creeping of the flesh, 
cremate (kre-m&t') [L. cremdXus y burnt], v.t. 
To dispose of a corpse by burning, crema¬ 
tion, n. crematorium, n. A place 
where bodies are cremated, crema¬ 
tory, a. 

creole (kre'81) [Sp. criollo ], n. One born of 
European parentage in the West Indies or 
Spanish America. 

creosote (kre'6-sot) [Or. kreas, flesh, sdtir, 
saviour], n. An oily, colourless liqnid with 
strong antiseptic properties, 
crepuscular (kr£-pus'ku-14r) [L. crepuscu- 
lum, twilight], a. Pertaining to or con¬ 
nected with twilight; indistinct, obscure, 
crescendo (kre-shen'dS) [It., growing], n. 
(Mus.) A gradual increase in the force of 
sound, adv. With increasing volume, 
crescent (kre's6nt) [L. crgscens -ntem , grow¬ 
ing], a. Shaped like the new moon. n. 
The increasing moon in her first quarter; 
a figure like the new moon, esp. as the 
badge of Turkey; Mohammedanism; a 
row of buildings in this form. 

cress (kres) [A.-S. ccerse ], n. Various plants 
with a pungent taste. 

cresset (kreB'et) [O.F.], n. An iron frame 
to contain a tire for a beacon. 


crest (krest) [O.F. criste y L. crestd ], n. A 
plume or tuft on the head of an animal, esp. 
a bird; a tuft of feathers, esp. on a helmet; 
a family or personal device placed above 
the shield in a coat-of-arms; the summit of 
a mountain, ridge, or a wave, crest¬ 
fallen, a. Dispirited, abashed, 
cretin (kr5'tin) [F critin ], n. An inhabi¬ 
tant of the Alpine regions suffering from 
a particular kind of idiocy prevalent there, 
cretonne fkret'on) [F.], ». A cotton fabric 
with pictorial patterns, 
crevasse (krA-v&s'l [F., see foil.], ». A 
deep fissure in a glacier, 
crevice (kre^is) [M.E. and O.F. crevace , L. 
crepdre , to crackle, burst], n. A crack, 
cleft, fissure. 

crew (kroo) [O.F. creue], ». The sea¬ 
men manning a ship or boat; a number of 
associated persons; a gang, mob. 
crewel (kroo'41) [ ?], ». Fine two-threaded 
worsted. 

crib (krib) [A.-S.], n. A child’s cot; a 
manger; a stall for cattle; a hovel; a 
wicker salmon-trap; cribbage; a plagiar¬ 
ism; a key to a foreign literary work; a 
situation, berth, v.t. To confine; to 
steal, appropriate; to use a translation, 
cribbage (krib'&j), [crib, -age], n. A game 
at cards for two, three, or four players, 
crick (krik) [?], », A spasmodic affection 
from stiffness, esp. of the neck or back, 
cricket (1) (krik'^t) [O.F. criquer , to creak], 
n. An insect making a chirping noise, 
cricket (2) (krik'et) [?], n. An open-air 
game played by two sides of eleven each, 
with bats, a ball, and wickets, v.i. To 
play cricket, cricketer, n. 
crier (kri'er) [cry], n. One who cries or 
proclaims, esp. an official who publicly 
proclaims sales, lost articles, etc. 
crime (krlm) [L. cr\men\ y n. An act con¬ 
trary to law, human or divine; any act of 
wickedness; wrong-doing, sin. criminal 
(krim'i-nal), a. Of the nature of a crime; 
contrary to law; guilty of or tainted with 
crime, n. One guilty of a crime; a con¬ 
vict. criminal'ity, n. criminally, adv . 
criminate, v.t. To accuse or prove guilty 
of a crime, crimina'tion, n. Accusa¬ 
tion. crim'inative, a. criminatory, a. 
criminol ogy, n. The science of crime, 
crimp (1) fkrimp) f?], v.t. To curl; to 
frill, corrugate, crease; to cause to become 
crisp and firm; to shape or mould; to 
decoy into the military or naval service, n. 
One who decoys men into the army or 
navy; a disreputable agent, 
crimson (krim'zon) [Arab. qirwazX], n. A 
deep red colour, o. Of this colour, 
cringe (krinj) [M.E. cringan, to sink], v.i. 
To bend humbly; to crouch, fawn, pay 
servile court, n. An obsequious action, 
cringle (kringl) [L.G. kringel , a little ring], 
n. An iron ring on the bolt-rope of a sail, 
crinkle (krinkl) [A.-S. crinkan ], n. A 
wrinkle, short bend or turn, crinkly, a. 
crinoline (krin'6-lin) [F., L. crlnis, hair, 
Ixnitm , flax], n. A stiff fabrio of horsehair; 
a stiff petticoat, esp. of this material. 
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cripple (kripl) [A.-S. crypel ( criopan , to 
creep)], n. A lame person, v.t. To make 
lame; to deprive of the power of action, 
crisis (kri'sis) [G. krisis, a decision], n. (pi. 
-ses) The turning-point, esp. of a disease; 
a momentous juncture in war. 
crisp (krisp) [A.-S., L. crispus , curled], a. 
Firm but brittle; fresh-looking, brisk; 
curt. v.t. To curl, wrinkle, ripple, v.i. 
To become curly or wrinkly, 
criterion (kri-ter'i-dn) [Gr., as foil.], n. (pi. 
-ia) A standard by which a thing is or can 
be judged. 

critic (krit'ik) [Gr. kritikos ( kritis , a judge, 
krinein , to judge)], n. One skilled in 
judging of literary or artistic merit; a 
reviewer; a censurer, caviller, critical, 
a. criticism (krit'is-izm), n. The act 
of judging, esp. literary or artistic works; 
a critical essay or opinion; the work of 
criticizing, criticize, v.t. To examine 
critically and deliver an opinion upon; 
to censure; v.i. To play the critic, 
critique (kri-t§k')> n. A critical essay or 
judgment. 

croak (krok) [imit.], v.i. To make a hoarse 
low sound in the throat, as a frog or raven; 
to grumble, forbode evil. vjt. To utter 
in a low hoarse voice, n. The sound 
made by a frog or raven, croaker, n. 
crochet (kro'sha) [F., a small hook], n. A 
kind of knitting performed with a hooked 
needle, v. To knit or make in crochet, 
crock (krok) [A.-S. crocca], n. An 
earthenware pot, pitcher, jar, etc.; soot 
from combustion on pots or kettles, etc.; 
a broken-down horse or machine; a fool, 
crockery, n. Earthenware vessels, 
crocodile (krok'6-dll) [Gr. krokodeilos], ». 
A large amphibian scaly-backed reptile, 
crocodile tears ; Hypocritical tears, 
crocus (krS'kus) [Gr. krokos], n. A genus 
of bulbous plants. 

croft (kroft) [A.-S.], n. A piece of enclosed 
ground adjoining a house; a small farm, 
crofter, n. One who farms a croft, 
cromlech (krom'lek) [W., crom, bent, llech , 
stone], n. A prehistoric structure in which 
a large flat stone rests horizontally on 
upright ones. 

crone (kron) [O.F. carogne , an old woman], 
7 u An old ewe; an old woman, 
crony (krfi'ni) [?], n. An intimate friend, 
crook (kruk) [0. Teut.], n. A bent or 
curved instrument; a shepherd’s or bishop’s 
staff; a curve, meander; a swindler, v.t. 
To make crooked or curved; to pervert. 
v.i. To be bent or crooked, crooked 
(kruk'ed), o. Bent, curved; twisting; 
deformed; not straightforward, 
crop (krop) [A.-S.], n. The stomach of a 
fowl; the highest part; a whipstock with 
loop instead of lash; that which is cut or 
gathered; the harvest yield; an entire 
hide; various cuts meat; the outcrop 
of a lode, a seam, or a stratum of rock. v.t. 
To cut off the ends of; to mow, reap; 
to gather; to cultivate, 
croquet (krfi'ka) [0,F. croket], n. A game 
played on a lawn with balls and mallets. 


crosier (kr5'zhy6r) [O.F. crossier ], n. The 
pastoral staff of a bishop or abbot, 
cross (1) (kros) [A.-S. cros , L. crux crucis], 
n. An ancient instrument of torture made 
of two pieces of timber set transversely; 
a monument, staff, sign, mark, etc. in this 
form; the Christian religion, Christianity; 
the mixture of two distinct stocks, and the 
animal resulting from such mixture; any¬ 
thing that thwarts or obstructs; trouble, 
affliction; a preconcerted fraud, o. 
Transverse, oblique, lateral; intersecting; 
adverse, contrary; peevish; ill-gotten, 
cross-breed, n. A breed produced from 
a male and female of different strains or 
varieties; a hybrid. cross-examine, 
v.t. To examine systematically for the 
purpose of eliciting facts not brought out 
in direct examination or for confirming 
or contradicting the direct evidence, 
cross-grained, a. Having the grain or 
fibres running across or irregular; per¬ 
verse, peevish ; intractable, cross-patch, 
n. A cross, ill-tempered person, cross- 
purpose, n. A contrary purpose; con¬ 
tradiction, misunderstanding. cross¬ 
road, n. A road that crosses another or 
connects two others; a by-way. cross- 
stitch, n. A kind of stitch crossing others 
in series, cross-trees, n.pl. Timbers on 
the top of masts to support the rigging of 
the mast above. 

cross (2) [from prec.], v.t. To draw a line 
across; to cancel by cross lines; to make 
the sign of the cross; to pass across, tra¬ 
verse ; to intersect; to pass in front of; to 
meet and pass; to bestride; to cause to 
interbreed; to thwart, counteract; to be 
inconsistent with. v.i. To lie, pass, or 
be across or over something; to be incon¬ 
sistent; to interbreed, crossing, n. The 
action of the verb; a place of crossing; 
contradiction, opposition, crossly, adv. 
In an ill-humoured manner, crossness, n. 
crotch (kroch) [?], n. A forking, 
crotchet (kroch'6t) [F. crochet , a little hook], 
n. A peculiar turn of mind; a whimsical 
fancy; (Mus.) a note, the double of a 
quaver, crotchety, a. Irritable, 
croton (kro'ton) [Gr. krotdn , a tick], n. A 
genus of medicinal plants yielding a drastic 
purgative oil. 

crouch (krouch) [?], v.i. To bend low; to 
lie close to the ground; to cringe, fawn, 
croup (1) (kroop) [F. croupe], n. The 
rump, buttocks (esp. of a horse); the part 
behind the saddle. 

croup (2) [imit.], n. A disease of the throat 
characterized by hoarse coughing and 
difficulty of breathing, common in infancy, 
croupier (kroo'per) [F.], n. One who super¬ 
intends at a gaming-table, 
crow (kr6) [A.-S. cr&we, crawan , to crow], n. 
A large black bird, the hooded crow, the 
carrion crow; the cry of a cock; the cry 
of delight of an infant, v.i. (.past crew, 
crowed) To make a loud cry like a cock; 
to make a cry of delight like an infant; to 
exult; to brag, boast, v.t. To proclaim 
by crowing, crowbar, n. A bar of iron 
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bent at one end (like a crow’s beak) and 
used as a lever. 

crowd (kroud) [A.-S. crtldari], v.t. To press 
or squeeze closely together; to throng or 
press upon. v.i. To throng, swarm; to 
collect in crowds, n. A number of per¬ 
sons or things collected closely and con¬ 
fusedly together; the mob, the populace, 
crown (kroun) [A.-P. coroune , L. corOna ], n. 
A garland of honour worn on the head; the 
ornamental circlet worn on the head by 
emperors, kings, etc., as a badge of sove¬ 
reignty; royal power; the sovereign; a 
five-shilling piece; a foreign coin of various 
values; the top of the head, a hat, a 
mountain, arch, cornice, road, bridge, etc.; 
the portion of a tooth above the gum; the 
culmination, glory; reward, distinction. 
v.t. To invest with a crown, or regal or 
imperial dignity; to form a crown or top 
to; to dignify, to adorn; to consummate. 
Crown prince, n. The name given in 
some countries to the heir apparent, 
crowned, a. 

crucial (kroo'shi-41) [L., as CROSS], a. De¬ 
cisive ; searching; in the form of a cross, 
crucible (kroo'sibl) (late L. crucibulum ], n. 
A melting-pot adapted to withstand high 
temperatures. 

crucifix (kroo'si-fiks) [L. cruci- fixus , fixed 
to a cross], n. A cross bearing a figure of 
Christ, crucifixion, n. The act of cruci¬ 
fying; the death of Christ on the cross, 
cru'ciform, a. Cross-shaped; arranged 
in the form of a cross, cru'cify, v.t. To 
punish or kill by affixing to a cross, 
crude (krood) [L. crUdus , raw], a. Raw; 
in a natural state; unripe; inexperienced, 
rude; coarse, rough, crudely, adv. 
crudeness, n. crudity, n. 
cruel (kroo'61) [L. crUdilis], a. Inhuman, 
unfeeling, hard-hearted; causing pain, 
cruelly, adv. cruelty, n. 
cruet (kroo'6t) [A.-F.], n. A small bottle 
or set of bottles for vinegar, oil, etc. 
cruise (krooz) [Dut. kruisen ], v.i. To sail 
to and fro. n. Such a voyage, cruiser, 
n. A person or ship that cruises, esp. a 
swift warship. 

crumb (kriim) [A.-S. crtima ], n. A small 
iece, esp. of bread; the soft inner part of 
read; a tiny portion, v.t. To break 
into or cover with crumbs, 
crumble (krumbl) [as prec.], v. To break 
or fall into small particles; to fall into ruin, 
crumpet (krum'pdt) [ ?], n. A thin spongy 
tea-cake. 

crumple (krumpl) [obs. crump , to curl up], 
v.t. To wrinkle. 

crunch (krunch) [imit.], v.t. To crush 
noisily with the teeth or foot, 
crupper (krfip'6r) [croup (1)], n. A strap 
to keep a saddle from slipping forward; the 
hind-quarters of a horse, 
crural (kroo'ral) [L. crur&lis (eras cruris , 
the shank)], o. Belonging to or shaped 
like a leg. 

crusade (kru-sad') [P. croisade ], n. A 
mediaeval expedition under the banner of 
the Cross to take possession of the Holy 


Land; any hostile enterprise conducted in 
a fanatical spirit, crusader (kru-sa'd6r). 
cruse (krooz) [Icel. krus], n. A small pot 
or bottle. 

crush (kriish) [Q.F. cruisirL v.t. To squeeze 
together so as to break or bruise; to crum¬ 
ple; to overwhelm, oppress, ruin. n. The 
act of crushing; a crowd, 
crust (krust) [L. crusta ], n. The hard outer 
part of bread; any hard rind or coating; 
a hard piece of bread; a deposit from 
wine; the solid outer portion of the earth, 
crusted, a. Having a crust; hoary, vener¬ 
able. crusty , a. Harsh, peevish, morose. 
Crustacea (krus-ta'shi-a) [as prec.], n.pl. 
A class containing lobsters, crabs, shrimps, 
etc., named from their shelly covering, 
crustacean, a. and n. 
crutch (kriich) [A.-S. cryce], n. A staff with 
a cross-piece used by the lame; a support, 
cry (kri) [F. crier], v.i. To call loudly or 
importunately; to lament loudly, weep; 
to make proclamation; to exclaim; to call 
(of animals), yelp. v.t. To utter loudly; 
to proclaim, declare publicly, n. A loud 
utterance, expressive of joy, pain, suffering, 
astonishment, etc.; an importunate call; 
proclamation; a catchword; a bitter com¬ 
plaint of injustice or oppression; weeping, 
lamentation; yelping, crying, a. That 
cries; calling for notice or vengeance, 
flagrant. 

crypt (kript) [Or. kruptos , hidden], n. A 
vault, esp. one beneath a church, cryptic, 
o. Hidden, secret, occult, 
crystal (kris'tal) [Gr. krust alios, ice, rock- 
crystal], n. Transparent quartz or rock 
crystal; (Chem. and Min.) an aggregation 
of molecules which have assumed a definite 
geometrical form with the form of a certain 
number of smooth plane surfaces; (fig.) 
anything clear as crystal; a very pellucid 
kind of glass, a. Clear, transparent, or 
bright as crystal; made of crystal, crys'- 
talline, a. Clear, pellucid; applied to the 
lens behind the iris of the eye. crystal¬ 
lize, v.t. To cause to form crystals; v.i. 
To assume a crystalline form, crystal¬ 
lization, n. 

cub (kub) [?], n. The young of certain 
animals, a whelp; an uncouth youth; a 
junior boy-scout. 

cube (kub) [Gr. kubos], n. A solid figure 
contained by six equal squares; the third 
power of a number (as 8 is the cube of 2). 
v.t. To raise to the third power, cubic, 
-bical, a. Having the properties or form 
of a cube. 

cubicle (ku'bikl) [L. cubiculum], n. A com¬ 
partment in a dormitory for one bed. 
cubit (ku'bit) [L. cubitus , elbow], n. a 
measure of length, from the elbow to the 
tip of the middle finger, 18 to 22 in. 
cuckoo (kuk'oo) [F. coucou , imit.], n. A 
migratory bird which lays its eggs in the 
nests of other birds; (fig.) a foolish fellow, 
cucumber (ku'kQm-ber) [L. cucumis], 0i. 
A trailing plant; its elongated fruit, used 
as a salad and pickle. 

cud (kfid) [A.-S. cudu], n, Food deposited 
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by ruminating animals in the first stomach, 
thence drawn and chewed over again, 
cuddle (kudl) [?], v.t. To lie close or snug 
together, v.t. To embrace, hug, fondle, 
n. A hug. 

1 cuddy (kud'i) [?], ». A small cabin in the 
stem of a ship where meals are taken, 
cudgel (kujl) [A.-S. cycgel ], n. A short 
club, a bludgeon. v.t . To beat with or 
as with a cudgel. 

cue (ku) [O.F. cue (F. queue ), L. cauda , a 
tail], n. The last words of a speech, which 
the player who follows waits for as an 
intimation to begin; a hint; the right 
course of action; a long straight rod used 
by billiard-players. 

cuff (1 ) (kfif) [Swed. lcuffa , to thrust], v.t. 
To strike with the open hand. n. A blow 
of this kind. 

cufr (2) (kuf) [?],«. A fold or band worn 
round the wrist. 

cuirass (kwi-ras') TF. cuirasse], n. A 
breast-plate and back-plate, body armour, 
cuirassier', n. A soldier wearing a 
cuirass. 

cuisine (kwi-*€n') [F.], n. The kitchen; 
style of cooking; cookery, 
cul-de-sac (kul-d^-sak) [F., bottom of a 
bag], n. A street or lane open only at one 
end. 

-cule, dim. suf., as in animalcule , corpuscule. 
culinary (kfi'lin-Ar-i) [L. culina , a kitchen], 
a. Relating to or used in the kitchen or 
cooking. 

cull (kfil) [O.F. cutWtr], vJ. To pick, 
choose. 

culminate (kfil'mi-nit) [late L. culminSUus], 
v.i. To reach the highest point, culmin¬ 
ation, n. 

culpable (kfil'pabl) [L. culpa , a fault], a. 
Blameable. guilty, culpability, n. 
culprit (kiirprit) [asprec.J, n. One who is 
in fault; one who is arraigned before a 
judge. 

cult (kfilt) [L. cultus ], n. A system of re¬ 
ligious belief, or its rites and ceremonies, 
cultivate (kfil'ti-vat) [L. cultivatus], v.t. 
To prepare for crops; to raise or develop 
by tilling, etc.; to improve, to civilize; to 
foster, cultivation, n. The art or 
practice of cultivating; a state of refine¬ 
ment or culture, cultivator, n. 
culture (kfil'tyfir) [F., as CULT], n. Hus¬ 
bandry, farming; a state of refinement or 
intellectual and artistic development, 
cultured, a. In a state of intellectual 
development; having taste, 
culvert (kfil'v6rt) [?], n. An arched drain 
or waterway under a road, etc. 
cumber (kfim'b6r) [O.F. cowbrer, to hinder], 
v.t. To hamper, clog, to impede; to per¬ 
plex, embarrass, cumbersome, a. Un¬ 
wieldy; burdensome, cumbrous, a. 
cummerbund (kiim'6r-bund) [Hind, kamar- 
band, waist-band], n. A sash or girdle, 
cumulate (kfi'mCi-lAt) [L. cumulus , a heap], 
a. Heaped up, accumulated, cumula¬ 
tive, a. Increasing by additions; tend¬ 
ing to accumulate. 

cumulus (ku'mu-liis) [prec.], ». (pi. -li) 


A series of round masses of cloud, cumu- 
lous, a. 

cuneiform (ku-n6-i-ffirm) [L. cuneus , a 
wedge], a. Wedge-shaped; esp. of the 
arrow-headed characters of Babylonian, 
Persian and other inscriptions. 

cunning (kiin'ing) [A.-S. cunnan, to know], 
a. Knowing, artful, crafty, n. Skill, 
knowledge acquired by experience; artful¬ 
ness, subtilty. 

cup (kfip) [A.-S. cuppe ], n. A vessel to 
drink from; the liquor in it; an orna¬ 
mental vessel, usu. of silver, awarded as 
a trophy; a cup-shaped object; the 
chalice used in the Holy Communion, v.t. 
To bleed by means of a cupping-glass, in 
one’s cups: Intoxicated, cupful, n. 

cupboard (kub'drd) [CUP, BOARD], n. An 
enclosed case with shelves, a sideboard, 
wardrobe, cupboard-love, n. Interested 
love. 

cupid (kfi'pid) [L. Cupldo (cupere, to de¬ 
sire)], n. The Roman god of Love; a 
beautiful boy. cupid'ity, n. An in¬ 
ordinate desire to possess; avarice. 

cupola (kup'6-14) [It., a little cask], n. A 
small apartment on the summit of a dome; 
a small dome; a revolving turret on a 
warship. 

cupreous (ku'pr6-fis) [L. cuprum, copper], 
a. Of, like, or composed of copper. 

cur (ker) [L.G. kurren, to snarl], n. A 
mongrel; an ill-conditioned, surly fellow, 
currish, a. 

Curasao (ku-ra-so'), n. A liqueur flavoured 
with orange-peel, cinnamon, etc., orig. from 

Curasao. 

curate (kfi'r&t) [L. cHra , a charge, cure], ft. 
One with a cure of souls; a clergyman 
who assists the incumbent, curacy, 
n. 

curative (ku'ri-tiv) [cure, -ative], a. 
Tending to cure. u. Anything that 
tends to cure. 

curator (kfi-r&'tbr) [L. cGrdre, to cure], «. 
One in charge of a museum or similar 
establishment. 

curb (k6rb) [F. courbe ], n. A check, 
restraint; a chain on a curb-bit; a 
kerb-stone, v.t. To restrain, keep in 
check, put a curb on. curb-bit, n. A 
stiff bit forming a leverage upon the jaws 
of a horse. 

curd (kSrd) [?], n. The coagulated part, 
esp. of milk, curdle, v.t . To form into 
curds; to coagulate, congeal, v.i. To 
become curdled, curdy, a. Full of 
curds; curdled, congealed. 

cure (kfir) [O.F., from L. cCra, care, whence 
curire , to take care of], n. Healing or 
curing; a remedy, restorative; the care 
or spiritual charge of souls, v.t. To heal, 
restore to health; to preserve or pickle; 
to correct a habit or practice, v.i. To 
effect a cure, curer, n. One who 
cures; one who prepares preserved food. 

curfew (kCr'fu) [O.F. couvre-feu , cover fire], 
«. The extinguishment of fires at a 
stated hour in the Middle Ages; the bell 
announcing or the hour for this. 
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curio (ku'ri-5) [curiosity], n. A. curious 
piece of art; a bit of brie-A-brae, 
curious (ku'ri-us) [L. cdHosus], a. Inquisi¬ 
tive, desirous to know; extraordinary, 
odd. curios'ity, n. A desire to know; 
inquisitiveness; a rarity; a strange 
personage, curiously, adv. 
curl (kerl) [earlier crul , Dut. krai ], n. A 
ringlet of hair; anything coiled, twisted, 
or spiral; a contemptuous curving of the 
lip. v.t. To twist into curls; to dress 
with ringlets; to curve up. v.i. To 
twist, curve up; to rise in curves or 
undulations; to play at curling, curler, 
n. A player at curling, curling, n. 
The act of dressing in curls; a game on 
the ice, in which large smooth stones 
are slid towards a mark, curly, a. 
curlew (kgr'lu) [O.P., courlieus ], n. A 
migratory wading bird, named from its 
cry. 

curmudgeon (kur-muj'6n) [?], n. A 
miserly, niggardly person, 
currant (kur'ant) [P. raisins de Corinthe ], 
n. The dried fruit of a dwarf seedless 
grape from Corinth and the Levant, 
currency (kur'6n-si) [L. currere , to run], n. 
A continual passing from hand to hand, 
as of money; the circulating monetary 
medium of a country; the state of being 
current. 

current (kur 7 6nt) [as prec.], o. Passing at 
the present time; belonging to the present; 
in circulation (esp. of money); generally 
acknowledged, n. A flowing stream (of 
water, air, etc.); general drift or tendency, 
currently, adv. Commonly, generally, 
curriculum (ku-rik'u-lum) [L., race¬ 
course {currere, to run)], n. (pi. -la) A 
fixed course of study. 

currier (kur'i-er) [L. corium , hide], ». 
One who dresses leather after it has been 
tanned. 

curry (1) (kur'i) [ correier ], v.t. To dress a 
horse with a comb; to dress leather; to 
flatter (in to curry favour), curry¬ 
comb, n. A comb used for grooming 
horses. 

curry (2) [Tamil Jfcori], n. A highly spiced 
sauce; a stew prepared with this. v.t. 
To season or dress with curry, 
curse (kers) [A.-S. cursian ], vJ. To 
invoke evil upon; to blast, to excommuni¬ 
cate. v.i. To swear, utter imprecations. 
n. A solemn invocation of divine 
vengeance (upon); an oath, imprecation; 
anything which causes trouble or great 
vexation; a sentence of excommunica¬ 
tion. cursed, curst (ker'sSd, kSrst), a. 
Execrable, accursed; vexatious, trouble¬ 
some ; shrewish, cursedly, adv. 
cursive (kgr'siv) [L. curslvus , currere , to 
run], a. Written in a running hand, 
cursory (kgr'sd-ri) [L. cursdrius , as prec.], 
a. Hasty, superficial, careless, 
curt (kert) [L. curtus , docked], a. Short, 
concise, rudely terse and abrupt, 
curtail (kur-tal') [as prec.], v.t. To 
shorten, lessen, reduce, curtailment, n. 
curtain (kSr'tan) [L. cortina], n. A 


hanging cloth at a window, door, etc., 
which can be drawn aside; a cover, 
protection; a screen, esp. that in a theatre * 
, separating stage and spectators, v.t. 

; To enclose, furnish, or decorate «vith> 
curtains. 

curtsy (k6rt'si) [COURTESY], n. A bow 
a woman’s act of respect or salutation. * i 
curvate (ker'vat) [L. curvatus , bent], a. 
Curved, bent, curvature, n. 
curve (kerv) [L. curvus , bent], n. A 
bending without angles; that which i 3 
bent. t\ To bend or cause to bend 
without angles. 

curve ^ (kur-vet') [It. corvetta ], n. A leap 
given by a horse with all four feet o 3. 
the ground at once. 

cushion (kush'on) [P. coussin], n. A kind 
of pillow for sitting, kneeling, or leaning i 
on; anything resembling or acting as a 
cushion; the lining at the sides of a 
billiard-table. 

cusp (kusp) [L. cuspis, a point], n. A 
point, apex; a projecting point formed 
by the meeting of curves; a projection on 
a molar tooth. 

custard (kus'tard) [O.P. croustade ], n. 

A composition of milk and eggs, sweetened 
and flavoured. 

custody (kus'to-di) [L. custfidia], n. 
Guardianship, security; imprisonment, 
confinement, custodian, n. One who 
has the custody or guardianship of any¬ 
thing. 

custom (kus'tom) [O.P. costume , L. con- 
suitudinem , custom (CON-, suescere , to 
be accustomed)], n. Habit, established 
usage; buying of goods, business; a 
frequenting a shop to purchase; {pi.) 
custom-duties on imports, etc. cus¬ 
tomary, a. Habitual, usual, wonted, 
customer, n. One who deals regularly at 
a particular shop, custom-house, n. 
The office where vessels enter and clear, 
and where custom-duties are paid, 
cut (kiit) [?], v.t. To penetrate, wound, 
divide, or separate with a sharp instru¬ 
ment ; to hew, fell, mow; to carve, to 
trim or clip; to form, reduce, or mutilate 
by _ cutting; to intersect, to cross; to 
divide (as a pack of cards); to renounce 
the acquaintance of. v.i. To make a 
wound or incision; to have a good edge; 
to come through the gums; to divide a 
pack of cards; to run away quickly. 
a. Severed; shaped by cutting; 
castrated, n. The action of cutting; 
a stroke with a sharp-edged instrument 
or a whip; an opening, gash, or wound; 
anything that hurts the feelings; a slit, 
groove, trench; a part cut off or out; 
the shape in which a thing is cut, style; 
the act of ignoring a former acquaintance, 
cut-throat, n. A murderer, an assassin; 
a. Murderous, barbarous. cutter, n. 
One who or that which cuts; one 
who cuts out clothes; a man-of-war’s 
boat with four to eight oars; a one- 
masted vessel with fore-and-aft sails, 
cutting, a. 
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cutaneous (ku-td'n£-us) [L. cutis, skin], a. 
Belonging to or affecting the skin, 
cute (kut) [acute], a. Cunning, sharp, 
cuticle (ku'tikl) [L. cutis , skin], n. The 
epidermis or outer skin, 
cutlass (kfitHAs) fP. coutelas ], n. A broad 
curved sword, used esp. by sailors, 
cutler (kfit'l&r) [O.F. cordelier ], n. One 
who makes or deals in cutting instru¬ 
ments. cutlery, n. The business of a 
cutler; edged instruments or tools, 
cutlet (kiit'let) [F. cdtelette, dim. of cAte, L. 
costa, rib], n. A small slice of meat, 
from the loin or neck, for cooking, 
cuttle (kfitl) [A.-S. cudele], n. A cuttle¬ 
fish. cuttle-fish, n. The octopus, 
cutwater (kht'waw-tir) [CUT, WATER], n. 
The fore part of a ship’* prow which 
cute the water. 

-cy, suf. Forming nouns of quality from 
adjectives, and noun* of office (cp. -ship) 
from nouns. 

cyan-, cyano- [Gr. kuanos , a dark-blue 
mineral], comb. form. Of a blue colour; 
pertaining to cyanogen, cyanic (si- ftn'ik), 
a. Derived from cyanogen, cy'anide, n. 
A compound of cyanogen with a metallic 
element, cyanogen, n. Gas compounded 
of carbon and nitrogen, 
cycle (sikl) [Gr. kuklos, a circle], n. A 
series of events, etc., recurring in the 
same order; a series that repeats itself; 
the period in which a series of events is 
completed; a long period; a body of 
legend connected with some myth: a 
bicycle or tricycle, v.i. To revolve in 
a circle; to ride a bicycle or tricycle, 
cyclic, -al, a. Pertaining to, or moving 
or recurring in, a cycle; ( Bot .) arranged 
in whorl*, cyclist, n. One who rides a 
bicycle or tricycle. 

cyclo- [as prec.], comb. form. Circular; 
pertaining to a circle or circle*, cyclo'- 
meter, n. An instrument for recording the 
revolutions of a wheel, 
cyclone (si'klSn) [as preo.], n. A violent 
hurricane caused by a system of winds 
blowing spirally toward* a central region 
of low barometric pressure, cyclon'ic, o. 
cyclopean (al-kl6-pe'an), a. Of or per¬ 
taining to the Cyclops, a race of one-eyed 
giants in Greek myth; immense, gigantic, 
cygnet (sig'nAt) [L. cygnus, a *wan], n. A 
young swan. 

cylinder (sil'in-d^r) [Gr. kulirulros], n. A 
straight roller-shaped body of uniform 
circumference; a cylindrical member of 
various machines, as the chamber in a 
steam-engine in which the piston works, 
the roller used in machine-printing, etc. 
cylindrical, a. 

cymbal (sim'bAl) [Gr. kumbalon ], n. One 
of a pair of metal disks clashed together to 
produce a sharp sound, cymbalist, n. 
Cymric (kim'rik) [W. Cymru , Wales], a. 
Pertaining to the Welsh, n. The Welsh 
language. 

cynic (sin'ik) [Gr. kunikos ku6n, a dog], n. 
An ancient Greek philosopher (follower 
oi Diogenes) who scorned all luxury, the 


arts, etc.; a morose, sarcastic, sneering 
person, cynical, a. cynicism, n. 
cynosure (sin'6-sur) [Gr. kunosoura. the 
dog’s tail], n. The constellation of the 
Lesser Bear, containing the north star; 
a centre of interest or attraction, 
cypress (s!'pr6s) [Gr. kupressoij, ». A 
coniferous tree with very durable wood; 
a branch of this as emblem of mourning! 
cyst (sist) [Gr. kustis, a bladder], n. A 
bladder, vesicle, or hollow organ; a sac 
containing morbid matter. 

Czech (chek), n. Bohemian; the Bohemian 
lauguage. a. Pertaining to the Czechs. 
Czecho- Slovak, n. A member of a 
nation comprising the Czechs and the 
Slovaks, whose independence was acknow¬ 
ledged in 1918. a. Of or pertaining tc 
this nation. 


D 

dab (dftb) [?], v.t. To strike gently with 
something moist or soft; to pat. n. A 
gentle blow; a light stroke or wipe with a 
soft substance; a lump; an adept, 
expert; a small flat-fish, 
dabble (dabl) [freq. of DAB], v.t. To keep on 
dabbing, to besprinkle, splash, v.i. To play 
or splash about in water; to do anything 
in s superficial manner; to dip into a 
subject, dabbler, n. One who dabbles 
with any subject. 

dabchick (d&b'chik) [DIP], n. The little 
grebe. 

dace (das) [O.F. dart], n. A small river 

fish. 

dachshund (daks'hund) [G., badger-hound] 
n. A short-legged breed of dog. 
dacoit (dA-koit') (Hind, ddlcd, robbery by a 
gang], n. One of an Indian band of 
armed robbers, dacoity, n. 
dactyl (d&k'til) [Gr. a finger], n. A metrical 
foot consisting of one long followed by 
two short syllables, dactyl'ic, a. 
dado (da'd<5) [It., a cube], n. A wain- 
sootting or decoration round the lower 
part of walls. 

daffodil (daf'6-dil) [Gr. asphodelos ], n. 
The Lent lily or other varieties of narcissus, 
daft (daft) [A.-S. yedoefte , gentle], a. Weak- 
minded, imbecile; silly, 
dagger (d&g'Ar) [F. dague ], n. A short 
two-edged stabbing weapon, 
daguerreotype (dA-ger'r6-tIp) [ Daguerre , 
the inventor (d. 1851)], n. A photograph 
on a polished metal plate, 
dahlia (da'li-A) [Dahl, a pupil of Linnaeus], 
n. A genus of composite plants, 
daily (da'll) [DAT, -LY], a. Happening, 
done, recurring, or necessary for every day. 
adv. Day by day. n. A newspaper 
published every week-day. 
dainty (dan'ti) [O.F. dainti , L. dignus , 
worthy], n. A delicacy; a choice morsel. 
a. Pleasing to the taste, choice; pretty, 
delicate, fastidious, over-nice, 
dairy (dhr'i) [A.-S. dcege, a maid-servant], 
n. The place where milk is kept and con¬ 
verted into butter or cheese, or where milk, 




dais 100 dash 


cream, and butter are sold. a. Belong¬ 
ing to a dairy or its business, dairy-farm, 
n. dairying, n. Dairy-farming, dairymait, 
n. 

dais (d&'is) [A.-F. deis], n. The raised floor 
at the upper end of a dining-hall; the princi¬ 
pal table or seat at it; a platform, 
daisy (da'zi) [A.-S. doeges Sage, day’* eye], 
n. A small composite flower, 
dale (dal) [A.-S. dosl , a valley], n. A 
valley, dalesman, n. A dweller in 
a dale. 

dally (dSl'i) [O.F. dalier, to chat], v.i. To 
exchange caresses; to idle, delay, waste 

time, dalliance, n. 

dam (1) (dam; [DAME], ». A mother (of 
beasts). 

dam (2) [Teut.], n. A bank to keep back 
water; a causeway, v.t. To keep back 
or confine by a dam; to obstruct, hinder, 
damage (d&m-Aj) [L. damnum , cost, loss], 
n. Hurt, Injury, detriment; loss or harm 
incurred; {pi.) value of or reparation for 
injury done. e.f. To cause damage to. 
damageable, o. Susceptible of damage, 
damascene (d&m-A-s§n') [Gr. DamaskSnos , 
of Damascus], v.t. To ornament steel, 
etc., by inlaying with another metal, 
damask (d&m'ask ) [as prec.], n. A silk or 
linen fabric with raised figures woven in 
the pattern; pink, the colour of the 
damask rose. a. Made of damask; like the 
damask rose. v.t. To work or imprint 
flowers on; to damascene, damask rose, 
n. An old-fashioned pink rose, 
dame (d&mj [O.F.. L. domina], ». A lady; 

a female title of honour, 
damn (d&m) [L. damnum , loss, fine], v.t. 
To condemn; to call down curses on. 
v.t. To swear profanely, n. A profane 
oath; a negligible amount, damnable, 
a. Deserving damnation; odious, exe¬ 
crable. damnably, adv. damnation, n. 
Eternal punishment or condemnation to 
it: the damning of a play, etc.. a profane 
oath. dam'natory, a. Causing or 
implying condemnation, damned, a. 
Condemned, execrable, damnable, damn¬ 
ing, a. Involving damnation; damnable, 
damp (d&mp) [Teut.], a. Moist, humid; 
clammy, n. Humidity, moisture; chill, 
discouragement; depression. v.t. To 
moisten; to depress, discourage, dam¬ 
pen, v.t. To make damp, to dull, deject, 
v.i. To become damp, damper, n. 
One who or that which damps or deadens; 
a valve in a flue for regulating a fire; 
(Austral.) a hastily baked unfermented 
cake. 

damsel (d&m'z61) [O.F. damoisele J, n. A 
young unmarried woman, 
damson (d&m'z6n) [L. Danuudnum , of 
Damascus], n. A 6mail black plum; the 
tree that bear* it. 

dance (dans) [O.F. danser ], v.i. To move 
or trip, usu. to musio with rhythmical steps; 
to skip, frolic, v.t. To express or accom¬ 
plish by dancing; to toss up and down, 
dandle, cause to dance, n. A rhythmical 
Stepping with motions of the body, usu. 


to music; the tune by which such move¬ 
ments are regulated; a figure or set of 
figures in dancing, a ball, dancer, n. 
dandelion (d&n-d6-li'6n) [F. dent de lion , 
lion’s tooth], n. A well-known composite 
plant with yellow flower, 
dandle (d&ndl) [It. dandola , doll], v.t. To 
dance up and down or toss in the arms (as 
a child); to pet. 

dandruff (d&n'drtif) [?], n. Scurf on the > 

head. 

dandy (d&n'di) [?], n. One extrava¬ 
gantly fond of dress; a fop, a coxcomb. ? 
danger (d&n'j6n [O.F. dangier ], n. Risk, 
hazard: exposure to Injury or loss; any¬ 
thing that causes peril, dangerous, a. 
dangle (d&ngl) [?], v.i. To hang loosely; 
to swing or wave about, hang about, 
hover, v.t. To cause to dangle; to hold 
out (as a bait, etc.). 

dank (d&nk) [Strand.], a. Damp; chilly, 
or soaked with moisture, 
danseuse (dan-serz') [F.], n. A female 
professional dancer. 

dapper (d&p'er) [Teut.], a. Spruce, 
smart, ectlve. dapperness, n. 
dapple (d&pi) [Teel, depill , a spot], n. A 
spot, a mottled marking, 
dare (d&r> [A.-S. durran ], v.i. ( past and 
conditional durst, dared) To venture; to 
have the courage or impudence; to be 
bold or adventurous. v.t. To attempt, , 
to venture on, to defy, dare-devil, ». i 
A fearless, reckless fellow, daring, a. 
dark (dark) [A.-S. deorc], a. Destitute of 
light; shaded; brown-complexioned; 
gloomy, sombre; obscure, ambiguous, n. 
Darkness. absence of light; night; shadow, . 
the dark part of a picture; lack of know¬ 
ledge. darken, v.i. To become dark or 
darker, obscure, gloomy, or displeased, | 
v.t. To make dark or darker; to render 
gloomy or obscure, darkish, a. dark¬ 
ling, adv. In the dark, darkly, adv. 
darkness, n. The state or quality of 
being dark; obscurity; ignorance; the 
powers of hell, darksome, u. Dark, 
gloomy, darky, n. A negro, 
darling (dar'ling) [A.-S. deorling ], n. One 
who is dearly beloved; a pet. a. Dearly 
beloved. 

darn (darn) [A.-S. gedyman , to stop np a 
hole], v.t. To mend cloth, etc., by imitat¬ 
ing the texture, n. A place mended by 
darning. 

darnel (dar'nCl) [?], n. A grass which 
grows among corn. 

dart (dart) [O.F. dart] , a. A pointed 
missile thrown by the hand; the act of 
throwing; a sudden or rapid movement. 
v.t. To shoot or send forth suddenly, e.i. 

To run or move swiftly. 

Darwinian (dar-win'i-in) [Darwin, -ian t , 
a. Pertaining to Charles Darwin (1809- 
82), or to his doctrines, n. A believer in 
Darwin's doctrines. 

dash (dash) [Scand.], v.t. To strike, knock, 
etc., with violence; to cause to collide; to 
throw vioiently or suddenly; to bespatter; 
to dilute by throwing in some other sab- 
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stance; to sketch hastily; to confound, 
abash, daunt, v.i. To rush, fall, or throw 
oneself with violence; to strike against 
something and break; to go smartly or 
spiritedly, n. A sharp collision; the 
sound of this, the sound of water in com¬ 
motion ; a rapid movement; a rush, onset: 
a slight admixture; activity, daring, bril¬ 
liancy, display; a mark (—) denoting a 
break in a parenthesis, omission, etc.; a 
hasty stroke with a pen, etc. dashing, a. 
Daring, spirited; showy, 
dastard (d&s't&rd) [dazed, -ard], n. A 
coward, poltroon, o. Cowardly. 

date (1) (dat) [L. data , given], n. A fixed 
point of time; the specification of this 
in a book, document, etc.; period, age. 
v.t. To a Six a date to. v.i. To reckon. 
to begin, be dated. 

date (21 [O.P., Qr. daktulos, a finger, a date], 
n. The fruit of the date-palm date- 
palm, -tree, n. The palm-tree of Scrip¬ 
ture, common in N. Africa and Asia 
Minor. 

dative (da'tiv) [L. dativvs , pertaining to 
giving], a. Denoting the grammatical 
case used to represent the remoter ob¬ 
ject. 

datum (d&'tum) [L., given], n. (pi. data) 
A quantity, fact, or other premise, given 
or admitted, from which results may be 
found. 

daub (dawb) [O.F. dauber , to plaster], w. 
To smear with a soft adhesive substance: 
to paint coarsely; to stain, soil. v.i. To 
paint in a crude style. 

daughter (daw'ter) [A.-S. dohtnr ], n. A 
female child; a female in a child-like 
relation, as a penitent to her confessor, 
daughter-in-law, n. A son’s wife, 
daughterly, a. 

daunt (dawnt) [O.F. danter ], v.t. To intimi¬ 
date, to check by frightening, dauntless, 
a Fearless, intrepid. 

dauphin (daw'fin) [O.F. daulphin , dolphin] 
n. The title of the heir-apparent to the 
French kings. 

davit (d&v'it) [?], n. A beam projecting 
over a ship’s side, with tackle to hoist or 
lower a boat. 

daw (daw) [Teut.], n. A jackdaw. 

dawdle (dawdl) [?], v.i. To trifle, idle 
about, waste time. 

dawn (dawn) [Scand.], v.i. To grow light, 
to break (as day); to begin to open or 
appear, n. The break of day; the first 
rise or appearance. 

day (da) [A.-S. deep], n. The time the sun 
is above the horizon; daylight; the space 
of twenty-four hours, commencing at mid¬ 
night, roughly the time in which the earth 
revolves on its axis; day-time: the day 
for receiving visitors; (often in pi.) life, 
lifetime, period of vigour or prosperity, 
day-break, n. The first appearance of 
daylight, day-dream, n. A reverie, a 
castle in the air. daylight, n. The light 
of day; dawn; (fig.), openness, publicity, 
day-spring, n. The dawn; daybreak. 

daze (daz) [M.E. daseri\ t v.t. To stupefy, 


dazzle, overpower with light, n. The 
state of being dazed. 

dazzle (d&zl) [freq. of prec.], v.t. To over¬ 
power with a glare of light; to daze with 
rapidity of motion, brilliant display, etc. 
v.i. To be dazzled; to be excessively 
bright, n. A fantastic method of paint¬ 
ing, esp. to disguise the principal lines of 
ships and give a false impression of their 
build, direction, speed, etc. dazzling, a. 
de-, pref. From; down; away; out; 
(intense completely, thoroughly; (priv.) 
UN- (expressing undoing, deprivation; 
reversal, or separation), 
deacon (de'kdn) [Gr. diakonos , a servant], 
n. A cleric next below a priest; an official 
among the Presbyterians and dissenters, 
deaconess, n. A female deacon, 
dead (ded) [A.-S.], o. Having ceased to 
live; lifeless; temporarily deprived of the 
power of action; unconscious or unappre¬ 
ciative; cooled, obsolete, effete, useless; 
lustreless, motionless, soundless; flat, 
vapid, dull, certain, unerring, dead- 
eye, n. A flat round block by which 
rigging is set up. dead-lights, n.pl. 

( Naut .1 Shutters for port-holes or cabin 
windows in rough weather, deadlock, n. 
A complete standstill, a position whence 
there is no exit, dead reckoning, ». 
The calculation of a ship’s position from 
the log and compass, when observations 
cannot be taken. 

deaden (dedn) [from prec..], v.t. To 
diminish the brightness, force, or power 
of; to make insensible, to dull, 
deadly (ded'li) [dead, -LY]. a. Causing 
death. fatal; like death; implacable, 
irreconcilable; very, excessive, adv. As 
if dead; extremely; to death, mortally, 
deaf (deft [A.-S.], o. Incapable or dull of 
hearing; disregarding, refusing to listen 
or to comply, deafly, adv. deafness, n. 
deaf-mute, n. One who is deaf and 
dumb, deaf-mutism, n. 
deafen (defn) [from prec.], v.t. To make 
deaf; to stun with noise, 
deal (1) (d61) [A.-S. da>l, a share], n. An 
indefinite quantity; the distribution of 
playing-cards; a part, portion; a piece of 
business, v.t. (past and p.p dealt, delt) 
To distribute; to award as one’s proper 
share, to distribute, v.i. To have busi¬ 
ness o» traffic (with); to associate or 
occupy oneself (with); to distribute cards 
to players, dealer, ». A trader; one 
who deals the cards, dealing, n. 
deal (2; [A.-S. thille], n. Fir or pine wood; 
a plank of this. 

dean (dgn) [L. decanus , one set over ten], n. 
A dignitary presiding over the chapter of 
a cathedral or collegiate church; a clergy¬ 
man having jurisdiction over a part of an 
archdeaconry (as the head of a faculty or 
a resident fellow at a University), deanery, 
n. The office, district, or residence of a 
dean- 

dear (d5r) [A.-S. d$ore\ y a. Beloved, 

I cherished; costly, of a high price; charac¬ 
terized by high prices, n. A darling, a 
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loved one. adv. Dearly, at a high price* 
dearly, adv. dearness, n. 
dearth (derth) [as prec.], n. Scarcity, 
death (deth) [A.-S. deadh ], n. Extinction 
of life; the act of dying; decay, destruc¬ 
tion. death-bed, n. The bed on which 
a person dies; a last illness, deathless, a. 
Immortal, imperishable, deathlike, a. 
Resembling death, deathly, a. Like 
death; deadly; pertaining to death, 
death’s-head, n. A human skull, or a 
representation of one, as an emblem of 
mortality, death-warrant, n. An order 
for the execution of a criminal; an act 
or measure putting an end to something, 
debar (de-bar') [de-, bar], v.t. To hinder 
or exclude; to prohibit, forbid, 
debase (d6-b&s') [de-, abase], v.t. To 
lower in condition, value, etc.; to adulter¬ 
ate, degrade, debasingly, adv. 
debate (dS-b&t') [O.F. debatre], v.t. To 
contend about by words or arguments; 
to discuss, consider, v.i. To engage in 
argument; to fight, n. A discussion, 
argumentative contest; contention, strife, 
debatable, a. debater, n. 
debauch (de-bawch') [F. ddbaucher], v.t. 
To corrupt, pervert, n. An act of de¬ 
bauchery; a carouse, debauchee, (deb- 
aw-she'), n. A profligate, debauchery, 
n. Vicious indulgence of the sensual 
appetites; seduction from duty, 
debenture (de-ben'chur) [L. dSbenter, they 
are due], n. A deed issued as security for 
a loan of money on which interest is pay¬ 
able till it is redeemed, 
debilitate (de-bil'i-tat) [L. debilitdtus, 
weakened], v.t. To weaken, enervate, 
debility, n. Weakness, feebleness, 
debit (deb'it) [L. debitum, debt], n. An 
amount set down as a debt; the left-hand 
side of an account, v.t. To charge to as a 
debt; to enter on the debit side, 
debonair (deb-6-nar') [O.F. debonaire, of 
good disposition], a. Courteous, pleasing, 
debouch (de-boosh') [F. diboucher], v.i. To 
march out from a confined place, 
debris (deb'ri) [F. debris, fragments], n. 

Broken rubbish, fragments, 
debt (det) [M.E. and O.F. detie, L. debitum], 
n. That which is owing from one person 
to another; obligation, liability, debtor, 
n. One who is indebted to another; the 
left-hand or debit side of an account, 
debut (d6-bu') [F.], n. A first appearance 
in public; a first attempt, debutant, 
fern, debutante, n. 

deca-, dec- [Gr. deka], comb. form. Ten; 

consisting of ten parts, 
decade (dekAd) [Gr. dekae - ados ], n. A 
group of ten; a period of ten years, 
decadence (d6-ka'd6ns, dek'-) [F. deca¬ 
dence, de-, L. cadere, to fall], n. Decay, 
deterioration, decadent, a. 
decagon (dek'a-gon) [deca-, Gr. gonos, 
angled], «. A plane figure with ten sides 
and ten angles. 

decahedron (dek a-h8'dron) [deca-, Gr. 
hedra, a base], n. A solid figure with ten 
sides. 


decalogue (dek'a-log) [deca-, Gr. logos, 
word], n. The ten commandments, 
decamp (d8-k&mp') [de-, camp], v.i. To 
depart quickly; to take oneself off. 
decant (d6-k&nt') [F. decanter], v.t. To 
pour from one vessel into another without 
disturbing the sediment, decanter, n. 
An ornamental bottle for holding wine or 
spirit. 

decapitate (dS-k&p'i-tat) [de-, L. caput, 
head], v.t. To behead, decapita'tion, n. 
decasyllabic (dek-a-si-l&b'ik) [deca- syl¬ 
labic], a. Ten-syllabled, 
decay (d£-ka') [de-, L. cadere , to fall], v.i. 
To fall away, deteriorate; to waste away. 
v.t. To impair, cause to fall away. n. 
Gradual failure or decline; a state of ruin; 
gradual dissolution; decomposition, 
decease (de-ses') [de-, L. cedire, to go], n. 

Death, deceased, a. 
deceit (d6-sgt') [O.F. deceite], n. The act 
of deceiving; trickery, duplicity; delusive 
appearance, deceitful, a. 
deceive (de-sev') [O.F. deceveir], v.t. To 
mislead, impose upon; to cheat, delude. 
v.i. To act deceitfully, deceiver, n. 
December (d8-sem'b8r) [L.], n. The 
twelfth and last month of the year (origin¬ 
ally the tenth). 

decency (dg's^n-si) IL. decentia], n. Pro¬ 
priety; decorum. 

decennial (d6-sen'i-&l) [L. decern, ten, 
annus, year], a. Lasting ten years; 
occurring every ten years, 
decent (d8's8nt) [L. decens - ntem, becom¬ 
ing], a. Becoming, seemly; modest; 
decorous; passable, decently, adv. 
decentralize (d8-sen'tr&-liz) [de-, cen¬ 
tralize], v.t. To distribute; to organize 
on the principle of local management, 
decentraliza'tion, n. 
deception (de-sep'shun) [F. deception], n. 
The act of deceiving; the state of being 
deceived; a deceit, fraud, deceptive, a. 
decide (de-sId') [de-, L. ccedere, to cut], v.t. 
To determine; to adjudge, settle by ad¬ 
judging. v.i. To come to a decision, 
decided, a. Settled; evident, unmistak¬ 
able; resolute, unwavering, 
deciduous (dS-sid'u-us) [L. deciduus, de-, 
cadere, to fall], a. Falling off, not per¬ 
manent. 

decimal (des'i-m&l) [L. decimus , tenth], a. 
Of or pertaining to ten or tenths; counting 
by tens. n. A decimal fraction, i.e., one 
having some power of 10 for its denomin¬ 
ator. 

decimate (des'i-mat) [as prec.], v.t. To 
take the tenth part of; to slay every tenth 
man or a large proportion, decima'tion, n. 
decipher (de-si'fSr) [de-, cipher], v.t. To 
turn from cipher into ordinary language; 
to detect; to read bad or indistinct writing, 
decision (de-sizh'un) [F. decision, as de¬ 
cide], n. The act or result of deciding; 
resolution, firmness of character, de¬ 
cisive, a. Having the power of deciding; 
conclusive; characterized by decision, 
deck (dek) [Teut.], vJt. To adorn, beautify; 
to put a deck to. ». The flooring of a 
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•hip. deck-chair, n. A collapsible 
chair. 

declaim (d6-klam') [BE-, L. cldmdre, to 
cry out], v.t. To utter rhetorically, v.t. 
To deliver an oration in public; to inveigh, 
harangue, declama'tion, n. declam¬ 
atory (dfcklam'A-t6-ri), a. 
declare (de-klar') [DE-, L. clarus, clear], v.t. 
To make known; to announce publicly; 
to assert or affirm positively, v.t. To 
make a declaration; to make an affirma¬ 
tion in lieu of oath, declaration, n. 
The act of declaring; that which is de¬ 
clared or proclaimed, the document by 
which this is done; a manifesto; an 
affirmation in lieu of oath, 
declension (de-klen'shun) [as decline], n. 
Declining, falling-off; the case-inflection 
of nouns, adjectives, and pronouns; a class 
of nouns declined in the same way. 
declination (dek-li-na'chim) [O.F. as 
decline], n. Bending or moving down¬ 
wards. 

decline (de-klin') [F. dccliner, L. diclindre 
(DE-, clinare , to lean)], v.i. To slop down¬ 
wards; to droop, v.t. To lower; to direct 
to one side; to refuse, reject; to inflect (as 
a noun); to recite the cases of a noun in 
order, n. A falling-oft; deterioration, 
diminution; consumption, declinable,a. 
declivity (d6-kliv'i-ti) [DE-, L. clivus, a 
slope], n. A gradual slope, 
decoct (d6-kokt') [be-, L. coclus, cooked], 
v.t. To boil down or extract the virtue 
of bv boiling, decoction, n. 
decode (de-kod') [DE-, code], v.t. To 
ti anslate (a telegraphic message) from 
c(dc into plain language, 
decollate (de-kol'at) [DE-, L. collum, the 
neck], v.t. To behead, decollation, n. 
decompose (d£-kom-p5z') [DE-, compose], 
v.t. To resolve into constituent elements; 
to analyse; to cause to rot. v.i. To 
become decomposed; to putrefy, de¬ 
composable, a. decomposition, n. 
decorate (dek'6-rat) [L. decor dtux. orna¬ 
mented], v.t. To adorn, beautify; to 
confer an honour on. decoration, n. 
The act of decorating; ornamentation; 
a badge of honour, dec'orative, a. dec'- 
orator, n. 

decorous (de-kor'us) [L. dec&rus, seemly], 
a. Becoming, seemly; decent, decor¬ 
ously, adv. decor'um, n. 
decoy (de-koi') [formerly coy], v.t. To lure 
into a snare; to entrap, n. A place for 
entrapping wild-fowl; a bait, attrac¬ 
tion. 

decrease (de-kres') [de-, L. crescere, to 
grow], vX. To become less, to wane, fail. 
v.t. To make less; to reduce in size 
gradually, n. Lessening, diminution; the 
waning of the moon, decreasingly, adv. 
decree (de-kre') [be-, L. cretus, sifted], n. 
An edict, law, or ordinance; the predeter¬ 
mined purpose of God; the award of an 
umpire, v.t. To command by a decree; 
to decide by law or authoritatively, v.i. 
To make an edict; to resolve, deter mini, 
decrepit (dc-krep'it) [dicrepitus (de-, L. 


crepitus, crackled)], a. Broken down by 
age and infirmities; decayed, decrepi¬ 
tude. n. 

decretal (d6-kre'tal) [as decree], a. Per¬ 
taining to a decree, n. A decree, esp. 
of the Pope. 

decry (de-kri'HDE-. CRY], v.t. To cry down; 

to clamour against; to depreciate, 
dedicate (ded'i-kat) [de-, L. dicatus, de¬ 
voted], v.t. To apply wholly to some pur¬ 
pose or person; to inscribe or address (as 
a literary work to a patron); to consecrate 
solemnly to God. dedication, n. dedi¬ 
catory, a. 

deduce (d6-dus') [DE-, L. ducere, to lead], 
v.t. To draw a conclusion, to infer; to 
trace the descent (from), deducible, a. 
deduct (de-dukt') [as prec.], v.t. To take 
away, subtract, deduction, n. deduc¬ 
tive, a. Deduced from premises, 
deed (ded) [A.-S. deed], n. A thing done 
with intention; an achievement; reality; 
a document comprehending the terms of a 
contract, and the evidence of its execution, 
deed-poll, n. A deed made by one 
person only. 

deem (dem) [A.-S. diman], v.t. To sup¬ 
pose, think; to judge, v.i. To come to a 
decision; to estimate, deemster, n. One 
of two judges in the Isle of Man. 
deep (dep) [A.-S. deop], a. Extending far 
down; having a thickness down; dark- 
coloured; profound, abstruse; heartfelt; 
intense, heinous; low in pitch, soncrous; 
well-versed; artful, scheming. adv. 
Deeply, far down; far on; intensely, n. 
The sea; a deep place, abyss, cavity; the 
bottom of the heart, deepen, v. To 
make or become deeper, 
deer (d6r) [A.-S. deor], n. A ruminant 
qi airuped, stag, roebuck, fallow deer, 
r< n ieer, etc.; ( Shak.) small, insignifi¬ 
cant aninn.ls. 

deface (de-las') [DE-, face], v.t. To dis¬ 
figure; to spoil the appearance of; to 
erase, defacement, n. 
defalcate (de'f&l-k&t) [DE-, L. falcaius , cut 
with a sickle], v.t. To take away fraudu¬ 
lently, to embezzle, defalca tion, n. 
Embezzlement, defalcator, n. 
defame (de-fam') [O.F. defamer], v.t. To 
slander, asperse the character of. de¬ 
famation (def-a-ma'shun), n. defam'a- 
tory, a. 

default (d£-fawlt') [O.F. defaute], n. Omis¬ 
sion or failure to do any act; neglect; 
failure to appear in court on the day 
assigned, or to meet liabilities, v.i. To 
fail in duty, etc. defaulter, n. 
defeat (de-fet) IO.F. defait], v.t. To over¬ 
throw; to frustrate; to baffle, n. Over¬ 
throw, discomfiture; a rendering null, 
defect (de-fekt') [L. defectus, a want], n. 
Absence of something essential; blemish; 
moral imperfection, defection, n. A 
falling away from allegiance, defective, 
a. Imperfect, faulty, 
defence (de-fens') [M.E. and O.F. defens, L. 
defentsa, forbidden], n. The state or act 
of defending; that which defends; justi- 
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floation; defendant’s reply to plaintiff, 
defenceless, a. defencelessness, n. 
defend (d6-fend') [DE-, L . fendere, to strike], 
v.t. To protect, guard; to keep safe 
against attack; to maintain by argument, 
to vindicate; to plead in justification of. 
v.i. To plead on behalf of the defendant; 
to contest a suit, defendable, a. de¬ 
fendant, re. One who has to answer some 
charge, defender, n. One who defends, 
supports, or vindicates, defensible, a. 
Capable of being defended, defensive, o. 
Serving to defend; done in self-defence, n. 
An attitude or condition of defence, 
defer (d6-fer') [O.F. differ «r, F. difirer], v.t. 
To put off; to postpone, v.i. To delay; 
to procrastinate; to yield to the opinion 
of another, def'erence, n. Submission 
to the opinions of another; compliance; 
courteous submissiveness. deferential, 
a. With deference. 

defiance (de-fl'ans) [defy, -ance], n. 
Challenge to any contest; opposition; 
open disobedience, defiant, a. 
deficiency (de-iish'&n-st) [late L. diflcxentia % 
from L. dificien* , as defect], n. Deficit, 
lack, want, deficient, a. deficit (def't-sit), 
n. A falling short (of estimated receipts); 
a deflcienev. 

defile (1) (de-fin [O.F. de fouler. to trample 
on], «r.i. To make foul; to soil, stain, to 
violate the chastity of; to pollute. 

defilement, n. 

defile (2) [F. difiler\ % v.i. To march In a 
file. n. A aarrow pass between hills, 
etc., along which men can march only in file, 
define (d6-fln') [DE-, L. finire , to set a 
bound], v.L To limit; to mark out; to 
describe a thing by its qualities and cir¬ 
cumstances. e,i. To give a definition, 
definable, a. 

definite (def'i-nit) [L. difinltus, bounded], 
a. Limited; exact, distinct; positive, 
definitely, adv. definiteness, n. 
definition (def-i-nish'un) [as define], re. 
The act of defining, an exact description of 
a thing by its qualities, etc.; distinctness, 
definitive (de-fin'i-tiv) [as prec.], a. 
Decisive, positive, n. A word nsed to 
limit the application of a noun, 
deflate (de-flat') [de-, L. flOtusy blown], v.t. 
To let down by allowing the air to escape, 
deflation, re. 

deflect (dAflekt') [DE-, L. flectere, to bend], 
v.i. To turn to one side, to deviate, v.t. 
To cause to turn or bend, 
deflower (d6-flou'6r) [de-, flower], v.t. 

To deprive of virginity, to ravish, 
deform (dd-ftirm') [DE-, L. forma % beauty, 
form], v.t. To disfigure, distort; to mar. 
deformation, re. A disfigurement, dis¬ 
tortion. deformed, o. deformity, re. 
defraud (dAfrawd') [DE-, fraud], v.t. To 
deprive by deception; to cheat, 
defray (d6-frft') [de-, F. frais , cost], v.t. 

To bear the charge of; to settle, 
deft (deft) (A.-S. gedcefte , see Daft], a. 
Neat in handling; dexterous, clever, deftly, 
adv. deftness, re. 

defunct (de-funkt') [de-, L. functus , per¬ 


formed], o. Dead, deceased, re. A dead 
person. 

defy (d6-fi') [DIS-, L. fldus. faithful]. v.t. 
To challenge; to dare, brave; to dis¬ 
regard openly. 

degenerate (dfe-lentr-At) [de-, L. genus 
-eriSy race], a. Fallen from a better to a 
worse state; declined in natural or moral 
growth; mean, corrupt, re. One that 
has sunk below the normal type. v.i. (-at). 
To fall off in quality; to deteriorate, de¬ 
generacy, n. degeneration, w. The act 
or process of degenerating; the state of 
t>eing degenerated. 

degrade (de-grad') [DE-, L. gradus , a step], 
v.t. To reduce In rank; to scrip of rank, 
office, or dignity; to debase, bring into 
contempt, degrada'tion, re. degraded, 
a. reduced In rank, estimation, etc.; 
low, mean, degrading, a. Lowering the 
level or character. 

degree (d6-grg') (as prec.], n. A stage in 
progression, elevation, quality, rank, etc.; 
relative position, condition, quantity, 
intensity, etc., a grade of academic pro¬ 
ficiency conferred by (Tniversities; the 
360th part of the circumference of a circle or 
of the earth; the anit of measurement of 
temperature; a grade of comparison of 
adjectives and adverbs, 
deify vd&'i-flj (L. deus, god y facere. to make], 
v.t. To make a god of; to adore as a god. 
deification, re. 

deign (dan) [O.F. degnier] t v.i. To con¬ 
descend, to vouchsafe, 
deism (de'izm) [L. deus, god, -ism], n. 
The belief in the being of a god without 
accepting divine revelation, deist, re. 
deistic, -leal, a. 

deity (de'i-ti) [L. deltas, from deus , god], re. 
Divine nature; the Supreme Being, 
deject (de-jekt') [DB-, L. jectus, thrown], 
v.t. To depress in spirit, to dishearten, 
dejectedly, adv. dejection, re. 
delay (d*-l&') [O.F. delaier], v.t. To post¬ 
pone; to hinder, retard, v.i. To put 
off action, to linger, re. A stopping; 
postponement, retardation; hindrance, 
delectable (dA-lek'tabl) (L. delectdre , to 
delight], a. Delightful, highly pleasing, 
delecta'tion, re. Delight, enjoyment, 
delegate (del'6-gilt) [de-, L. ligatus, de¬ 
puted], n. A representative, deputy, agent. 
vl. (-gat). To depute as delegate with 
authority to transact business. dele¬ 
gation, re. The act of delegating; a 
body of delegates. 

delete (d6-lSt') [L. diWus, erasedj, v.t. To 
strike out, to erase, deletion, re. 
deleterious (del-e-ter’i-us) [Gr. dileHrios, 
diWir, a destroyerj, a. Noxious; in¬ 
jurious to health or mind, 
deliberate (d6-lib'6r-at) [de-, L. liberStus, 
weighed], a. Circumspect, cautious; 
leisurely, not hasty, v.i. (-at) To weigh 
matters in the mind, to ponder; to 
discuss, take counsel v.t. To weigh in 
the mind, deliberately, adv. deliber¬ 
ateness. «. deliberation, n. 
delicacy (del'i-ka-si) [delicate, -cy], n. 
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The quality of being delicate; a luxury, a 
dainty. fineness of texture, workmanship, 
etc.; fragility, susceptibility to injury; 
nicety of perception; sensitiveness, 
delicate (del'i-kit) [L. dtlic&tus], a. Highly 
pleasing to the taste; dainty, palatable; 
fine,smooth; fastidious.effeminate; sensi¬ 
tive, subtle in colour, form, or style; easily 
injured, fragile; weak or feeble, critical, 
ticklish; refined, gentle, considerate, 
delicious (de-lish'us) [L. delicia , delight], 
a. Yielding great pleasure to the senses 
or taste, deliciously, adv. 
delight (dS-lit') [L. delect/ire ], v.t. To 
please greatly, to charm, v.i. To be 
hi ghly pleased. ». A state or source of 
great pleasure and satisfaction, de¬ 
lightedly, adv. delightful, o. 
delineate (dMin'£-&t) [DE-, L. UnefUus , 
marked out], v.t. To sketch out; to 
describe, depict, delinea'tion, n. 
delinquent (dMing'kwent) [L. delinquent], 
a. Failing, neglecting, n. One who fails 
in his duty , a culprit, delinquency, n. 
delirious (di-lir'i-ns) [see foil.], a. Wan¬ 
dering in mind; raving, madly excited, 
delirium (dMir'i-um) [L.], n. A wander¬ 
ing of the mind, frantic excitement or 
enthusiasm, rapture, ecstasy, 
deliver (d*-li^'6r) [he-, L. Ifberdre, to set 
free], v.t. To free from danger or restraint, 
to rescue; to disburden of a child; to send 
forth, to utter, esp. formally or officially; 
to surrender, to give over, to band over 
or on. deliverance, n The act of 
delivering, the state of being delivered; 
acquittal; the decision of a judge, 

deliverer, n. 

delivery (dfc-Uv'fcr-i) [A.-F. delivrte , as 
DELIVER], n. The act of delivering; 
rescue, surrender; a distribution from the 
post ; utterance or style or manner of 
speaking; child-birth; discharge of a blow 
or missSe. „ „ 

dell (del) [A.-8.], n. A small narrow valley 
delta (del't&l [Gr.], n. The fourth letter 
of the Greek alphabet (A); the delta¬ 
shaped alluvial deposit at the mouth of a 
river, deltoid, a. Shaped like a delta, 
delude (de-lud') [DE-, L. lUdere, to play], 
v t. To deceive, to impose upon, deluder, n. 
deluge ( del'd]) [F. deluge], n. A general 
flood, esp. that of Noab; (Jig.) a heavy 
downpour of rain. v.t. To flood, 
delusion (d6-lu'zhhn) [as DELUDE], ». The 
act of deluding; the state of being deluded; 
an imposition, error, fallacy; a persistent 
illusion, delusive, a. Deceptive, unreal, 
delve (delv) [A.-8. delfan ], t>. To dig; to 
fathom, get to the bottom of; to carry on 
laborious research; to descend suddenly, 
demagnetize (de-m&g'n6-t!z) [DE-, mag¬ 
netize], v.t. To deprive of magnetism, 
demagogue (dem'a-gog) [Gr. dlmagdgus], 
n A leader of the people; an agitator, 
demand (de-mand') [DE-, L. mand&re , to 
order], n. An authoritative claim or 
request; the thing demanded, esp. price; 
a peremptory question; desire to pur¬ 
chase or possess. v.t. To ask or claim 


with authority or as a right; to question 
or ask, esp. in a peremptory or insistent 
manner; to need, require, demandable, a. 
demean (d6-m§n') [O.F. demener ], v.t. To 
conduct (oneself), to behave; to debase, 
lower, demeanour, n. Conduct, be¬ 
haviour, deportment. 

demented (de-men't6d) [DE-, L. mens 
mentis , mind], a. Deprived of reason; 
insane, dementia, n. Infatuation; loss 
or feebleness of the mental faculties, 
demerit (d§-mer'it) [DE-, L. merere, to 
deserve], n. Fault, vice, 
demesne (d£*-m&n) [O.F. demeine , as 

DOMAIN], n. The manor-house and 
adjoining lands which a lord retains; a 
region, territory. 

demi- [F., half], pref. Half, partially, 
demigod, n. An inferior deity; the off¬ 
spring of a god and a human; a 
deified man. 

demise (d6-miz') [O.F., dismissed], n. De¬ 
cease, esp. of a sovereign or nobleman; a 
transfer or conveyance for a term of years 
or in fee simple, v.t. To bequeath; to 
transfer or convey by lease or will, 
demobilize (d£-mfi'bi-llz) [DE-, MOBILIZE], 
v.t. To disband, to dismiss (as, troops) 
from a war footing, demobiliza'tion, n. 
democracy (d&-mok'ra-si) [Gr. demos , 
CRACY], n. Government by the people 
directly or indirectly; a democratic State; 
the people at large, demo'crat, n. One 
in favour of democracy, democratic, a. 
demolish fdA-mol'ish) [DE-, L. to rndllrl, 
construct], v.t To throw down; to ruin, 
destroy dem'olitlon, n. Ruin, 
demon (de'mon) [Gr daimdn , a deity], n. 
A spirit, esp an evil spirit able to take 
possession of human beings; a fallen angel, 
a devil, a very cruel or malignant person 
demoniac (d*-mS'ni-&k) a. Pertaining 
to demons; possessed by a demon; devilish, 
n. One possessed by a demon, 
demonstrate (dem'on-strat) [DE, L. mon¬ 
stratus, shown], v.t. To prove beyond the 
possibility of doubt, to exhibit, describe, 
and prove, to indicate, demon'strable, 
a. That may be proved beyond doubt, 
demonstrably, adv. demonstration, n. 
The act of demonstrating; indubitable 
proof, a manifestation of feeling, public 
exhibition or declaration of principles, 
exhibition and description of objects for 
teaching, etc., a movement of troops as if 
to attack, demon'strative, a. Pertain¬ 
ing to proof, serving to make clear; 
manifesting the feelings strongly and 
openly, dem'onstrator, «. One who 
teaches by means of exhibition and experi¬ 
ment; one who takes part in a public 
demonstration. 

demoralize (d6-mor'4-liz) [DE-, MORALIZE], 
v.t. To subvert and corrupt the principles, 
discipline, or moral of. demoraliza'- 
tion, n. 

demur (d6-ml$r') [O.F. demeurer ], v.i. To 
hesitate; to have or express scruples; to 
take exception, n. The act of demur¬ 
ring; scruple, objection, demurrage 
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(d6-mfir'aj), n. Compensation for delay- 
in loading or unloading a vessel, railway 
truck, etc.; the period of such delay; a 
discount paid in exchanging notes or coin for 
bullion, demurrer (d6-mur'6r), n. An 
objection, esp. one made on a point of 
law. 

demure (d6-mur') [DE-, M.E. mure], a. 
Sober, staid; grave; prudish, demurely, 
adv. demureness, n. 
den (den) [A.-S. denn ], n. A lair, retreat, 
lurking-place. 

deniable (de-ni'&bl) [dent, -able], a. That 
may be denied, denial, n. The act of 
contradicting, or refusing; a negation, 
denizen (den'i-z6n) [A.-F. denizeiri], n. A 
dweller, resident. 

denominate (de-nom'i-nat) [DE-, NOMIN¬ 
ATE], v.t. To give a name, epithet, or title 
to; to designate, denomination, n. 
The act of naming; a designation; a class, 
kind, esp, of particular units (coins, weights, 
etc.); a sect, denominational, a. Sec¬ 
tarian. denominationalism, n. de¬ 
nominator, n. One who or that which 
denominates; the number below the line 
in a vulgar fraction. 

denote (d6-not') [DE-, L. not&re , to mark], 
v.t. To indicate, signify; to mark out. 
denotable, a. denotation (-ta'shun), n. 
denouement (da^noo'man) [F.], n. The un¬ 
ravelling of a plot or story; the final 
solution of a plot, upshot, 
denounce (d6-nouns') [de-, L. nuntidre , to 
announce], v.t. To accuse publicly; to 
inform against; to terminate a treaty or 
convention, denouncement, n. 
dense (dens) [L. densus ], a. Thick, com¬ 
pact; stupid, obtuse; opaque, densely, 
adv. denseness, n. density, n. 
dent (dent) [DINT], n. A depression such 
as is caused by a blunt instrument; an 
indentation, v.t. To make a dent in. 
dental (den'tal) [L. dens dentis , a tooth], a. 
Pertaining to or formed by the teeth, n. 
A letter or sound formed by placing the 
tip of the tongue against the upper teeth, 
dentate, -ta'ted, a. Toothed; indented, 
denta tion, n. 

denti- [as prec.], comb. form. Pertaining 
to the teeth, dentifrice, [L. friedre, to 
rub], n. Material for cleansing the teeth, 
dentist (dentist) [F. dentiste, as prec.], n. 
A dental surgeon, dentistry, n. denta¬ 
tion, n. Teething. 

dcnunciate (d6-nun'si-at) [as denounce], 
v.t. To denounce, denunciation, n. 
denunciatory, a. 

deny (de-nT) [L. denegare ], v.t. To assert 
to be untrue or non-existent; to reject, 
refuse to grant, refuse access to. 
deodorize (de-6'dor-Iz) [DE-, L. odor, smell] 
v.t,. To deprive of odour; to disinfect, de¬ 
odorizer, deodorant, n. 
depart (de-part') [de-, L. partire, to part], 
v.i. To go away; to diverge, to deviate 
to die. the departed : The dead, 
department (de-part'ment) [F. dJparte- 
ment \, n. A branch of a business, an 
administration, duty, study, science, 


etc.; an administrative division, depart¬ 
mental, a. 

departure (d£-par'chiir) [depart, -ure], ». 
The act of departing; leaving; starting; 
death; a deviation. 

depend (depend') [DE-, L. pendere , to 
hang], v.i. To hang from; to be con¬ 
tingent on something else; to trust, to 
reckon (upon); to be pending, depend¬ 
able, a. That may be depended upon, 
dependant, n. One depending upon 
another; a retainer, dependence, n. 
The state of being dependent; connection; 
trust, confidence, dependency, n. Some¬ 
thing dependent, esp. a state subject to 
another, dependent, a. 
depict (d6-pikt') [DE-, L. pictus , painted], 
v.t. To portray. 

deplete (de-plet') [de-, L. pletus, filled], v.t. 
To empty, to exhaust, depletion, n. 
deplore (dd-plor') [DE-, L. pldrare , to wail], 
v.t. To lament over; to grieve, regret, 
deplorable, a. deplorably, adv. 
deploy (de-ploi') [F. employer], v.t. (Mil.) 
To open out; to extend from column into 
line. v.i. To form a more extended 
front. 

deponent, [DE-, L. pOnere , to put], n. One 
who makes an affidavit to any statement of 
fact; applied to a Latin verb with a 
passive form and active meaning, 
depopulate (d6-pop'u-iat) [L. depopuldtus , 
laid waste], v.t. To clear of inhabitants, 
depopulation, n. 

deport (d6-port') [DE-, L. portfire, to carry], 
v.t. To transport, send away from one 
country to another; to demean, behave 
(oneself, etc.^). deportation, n. The act 
of transporting to a foreign land; exile, 
deportment, n. Demeanour, manners, 
depose (d6-poz') [DE-, L. pausdre , to pause!. 
v.l. To remove from a throne or other 
high office; to testify on oath. v.i. To bear 
witness, deposable, a. 
deposit (d6-poz'it) [L. depositum ], v.t. To 
lay down, to place; to lodge for safety or 
as a pledge; to lay (as eggs); to leave as 
precipitation, n. Anything deposited or 
laid down; a pledge, a first instalment, 
security; money lodged in a bank; matter 
precipitated and left behind, depositary, 
n. One with whom anything k deposited 
for safety; a trustee depositor, n. One 
who makes a deposit, esp. of money, 
depository, n. A place where anything 
is deposited for safety; a repository. 

deposition (dg-p6-zish'un) [as prec.], n. 
The act of depositing or deposing; a state¬ 
ment, declaration; the act of bearing 
witness on oath; the evidence of a witness 
in writing. 

depot (dep'6) [F. dpot], n. A storehouse; 
the headquarters of a regiment. 

deprave (de-prav') [de-, L. pravus, 
crooked], v.t. To make bad or corrupt; 
to vitiate. lepravity (de-pr&v'i-ti), n. 
Viciousness. 

deprecate (dep'rd-kat) [de-, L. preedtus, 
prayed], v.t. To try to avert by prayer; 
to express disapproval of or regret fear. 
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depreciate (d6-pre'shi-at) [DE-, L. pretidtus, 
valued], v.t. To lower the value of; to 
disparage, decry, v.i. To fall in value, 
depreciation, n. 

depredation (dep-r6-da'shiin) [DE-, L. 
pr&darl, to rob], n. Plundering, spoliation, 
dep'redator, n. A pillager, a plunderer, 
depress (de-pres') [DE-, L. pressus , pressed], 
v.t. To press down, lower; to humble, abase; 
to keep down the energy of; to dispirit, 
depressing, o. depression (dd-presh'tin), 
n. The act of depressing; the state of 
being depressed; dejection; lowering of 
energy or activity, slackness of business; 
a hollow place on a surface; a low state of 
the barometer indicative of bad weather; 
the centre of low pressure in a cyclone, 
deprive (d6-priv') [PE-, L. privdre], v.t. To 
take from, dispossess, to bereave, de¬ 
privation, n. 

depth (depth) [DEEP, -th], n. Deepness; 
measurement from the surface or front 
downwards or backwards; an abyss; the 
innermost part; the middle of a season; 
abstruseness, profundity; intensity of 
colour, etc. 

depute (d6-put') [DE-, L. putdre , to con¬ 
sider], v.t. To appoint as a substitute or 
agent; to give as a charge, deputation, 
n. The act of deputing; an authority or 
commission to act; the person or persons 
gent as representatives, dep'utize, v.i. 
To act as deputy, deputy, n. One who 
is appointed to act for others, 
derail (d£-rai') [DE-, RAIL], v. To throw or 
run off the rails, derailment, n. 
derange fd6-ranj') [DE-, RANGE], v.t. To 
put out of order; to disorganize, disturb, 
unsettle, deranged, a. Slightly insane, 
derangement, n. 

derelict (der / 6-likt) [PE-, L. relictus , re¬ 
linquished], a. Forsaken, abandoned, n. 
Anything abandoned, esp. a vessel at sea. 
derelic'tion, ». Omission or neglect (as 
of a duty). 

deride (de-rld') [DE-, L. rldire , to laugh], e. 
To laugh at, to mock, ridicule, derision 
(de-rizh'un), n. The act of deriding , the 
state of being derided; ridicule, contempt, 
derisive, -sory, a. Scoffing, deriding, 
derive (d6-rfv') [L. ddrlvdre , to draw off 
water], vJ. To obtain as by logical 
sequence; to deduce; to draw, as from a 
source, root or principle; to trace, v.i. 
To come from; to originate, derivable, 
a. That may be derived; deducible. 
deriva tion, n. The act of deriving; de¬ 
duction; the etymology of a word or 
process of tracing it. derivative, a. 
Derived; secondary, not original, n. Any¬ 
thing derived from a source, as a word from 
another, derivatively, adv. 
derogate (der'6-gat) [de-, L. rogdtus , asked], 
v.i. To detract, v.t. To lessen the effect 
of; to detract from, disparage, deroga'- 
tion, n. derogatory, a. Tending to de¬ 
tract; disparaging, depreciatory, 
derrick (der'ik) [ Derrick , a 17th-cent. Ty¬ 
burn hangman], n. A crane for raising 
heavy weights. 


dervish (d&r'vish) [Pers.], n. A Moham¬ 
medan friar who vows poverty, 
descant (des'kant) [DIS-, L. cantus , song], 
n. A song, a melody, v.i. (des-k&nt') To 
comment or discourse at large, to dilate 
(on). 

descend (d6-send') [de-, L. scandere, to 
climb], v.i. To come or go down, to sink, 
to slope downwards; to attack, fall upon 
suddenly; to be derived; to be handed 
down; to lower or humble oneself, v.t. 
To walk, move, or pass along downwards, 
descendant, n. One who descends from 
an ancestor; offspring, 
descent (d6-sent') [as prec.], ». The act 
of descending; a declivity, way of descend¬ 
ing; decline in rank or prosperity; a 
sudden attack; pedigree, lineage; trans¬ 
mission by succession or inheritance, 
describe (d6-skrib') [DE-, L. scrlbere, to 
write], v.t. To draw, to trace out; to 
portray in words, to relate, v.i. To give 
a description, describable, o. descrip'- 
tion,w. The act of describing; an account 
of anything; a kind, sort, 
descry (dAskri') [O.F. descrire ], v.t. To 
make out, to espy. 

desecrate (des'e-krat) [L. disecralus ], v.t. 
To divert from any sacred purpose; to 
profane, desecra'tion, n. des'ecrator, n. 
desert (1) (dez'6rt) [L. disertus], a. Unin¬ 
habited, waste, n. A waste, uninhabited, 
uncultivated place. 

desert (2) (d6-zert') [as prec.], v.t. To for¬ 
sake, to abandon; to quit, fail to help. 
v.i. To abandon a service without leave, 
deserter, n. desertion, n. 
desert (3) (d6-zert') [as foil.], n. What one 
deserves, reward or punishment; merit or 
demerit; state of deserving; (pi.) deserved 
reward or punishment, 
deserve (de-z<5rv') [DE-, L. servlre , to serve], 
v.t. To be worthy of, to merit by conduct 
or qualities, v.i. To be worthy or deserv¬ 
ing. deservedly, adv. deserving, a. 
deshabille (des-a-bel') [F. deshabille, un¬ 
dressed], n. Undress, being partly or 
carelessly attired. 

desiccate (des'i-kat) [DE-, L. siccatus, dried], 
v.t. To dry, to exhaust of moisture, 
desiderate (d^-zid'er-St) [L. desiderdtus , 
desired], v.t. To feel the loss of; to want, 
to miss, desiderative, a. Expressing or 
having desire, desidera'tum, n. (pi. 
-ta) Anything desired, 
design (dazin') [DE-, L. signdre , to mark], 
v.t. To contrive, project; to draw, plan, 
sketch out; to purpose, intend, v.i. To 
draw, esp. decorative figures, n. A plan, 
a scheme; a purpose, intention, project; 
a sketch of something intended to be exe¬ 
cuted in durable material; the art of 
designing; artistic structure or invention; 
plot, construction, general idea, de¬ 
signedly (de-zi'ned-li), adv. Intention¬ 
ally. designer, n. One who designs, 
esp. artistic patterns, designing, a. 
Crafty, scheming. 

designate (dez'ig-nat) [I*, as prec.], v.t. 
To point out, to specify by a distinctive 
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mark or name; to Indicate, nominate, ap¬ 
point. designa'tion, n. 
desire (de-zir 7 ) [O.F. desirer], v.t. To 
covet, wish for the attainment or possession 
of; to request, command, n. An eager¬ 
ness to obtain or enjoy some object; a 
request, entreaty; the object of desire; 
sensual arretite. desirable, a. Worthy 
of being desired; agreeable, desirability, 
n. desirous, a. Desiring, wishful, 
desist (d6-zist 7 , -sist 7 ) [DE-, L. sistere , to put, 
stop], v.i. To cease, to forbear, 
desk (desk) [med. L. desca , L. discus , a 
DISK], n. A table, frame, or case for a 
writer or reader, usually with a slopmg 
top; a reading-stand, lectern, 
desolate (des'6-lat) [DE-, L. sdldtus , made 
lonely], a. Uninhabited, deserted, forlorn, 
comfortless, v.t. To deprive of in¬ 
habitants ; to lay waste, to make wretched, 
desolating, o. Wasting, ruining, 
ravaging, desola'tion, n. 
despair (de-spur 7 ) [DK-, L. sperdre , to hope], 
v.i. To be without- or to give up hope, 
n. Hopelessness. 

desperado (des-p6r-5'do) [O.Sp., as foil.], 
n. A desperate or reckless ruffian, 
desperate (des'p£r-At) [L. disptrdre, to 
despair], «. Reckless, regardless of 
danger or consequences; extremely danger¬ 
ous. desperation, n. 
despicable (des'pik-Abl) [as despise], a. 
Contemptible; vile, mean, 
despise (de-splz 7 ) [de-, L. specere , to 
look at], v.t. To regard with contempt, 
despite (d6-splt'> [as despise], n. Spite, 
malice; outrage, contumely, prep . Not¬ 
withstanding; in spite of. 
despoil (dA-spoil 7 ) [DE-, L. spoliate, to 
spoil], v.t. To take away from by 
force. 

despond (de-spond 7 ) [DE-, L. spondfre , to 
promise], v.i. To be cast down in spirits, 
despondency, n. despondent, a. 
despot (des'pbt) [O.F.], n. An absolute 
ruler; a tyrant, oppressor, despotic, a. 
des'potism, n. Absolute authority; 
autocracy; tyranny. 

dessert (de-zfrt 7 ) [F. desservir , to clear the 
table], n. The last course at dinner, fruit, 
sweetmeats, etc. 

destination (des-ti-na 7 shiin) [L. distindtus , 
destined], n. The act of destining; 
ultimate purpose ; the place to which one 
is bound, or a thing is sent, 
destine (des'tin) |F. destiner], v.t. To 
appoint, fix, or determine to a use, etc. 
destiny, n. The end to which any person 
or thing is appointed; fate, fortune; 
invincible necessity. 

destitute (des'ti-tut) [DE-, L. stitdtus , 
placed], a. In want of the necessities of 
life; forlorn. 

destroy (dA-stroi 7 ) [DE-, L. struere, to build], 
v.t. To pull down, demolish; to lay waste, 
kill, extirpate; to disprove, to put an end 
to. destroyer, n. One who destroys; 
a war-vessel for destroying torpedo-boats, 
destructible, a. destructibil'ity, n. 
destruction, ». Demolition; death, 


slaughter; that which destroys, destruc¬ 
tive,®. Causing destruction, 
desultory (des'iil-tdr-i; [L. disultdrius], a. 
Following no regular plan; loose, discur¬ 
sive. desultorily, adv. desultoriness, n. 
detach ide-tach 7 ) [F. detacher], v.t. To dis¬ 
connect, separate, disengage, detachable, 
a. detached, a. Separated, free from 
prejudice; disinterested, detachment, n. 
The act of detaching; state of beiug 
detached; a body of troops or a number of 
ships detached from the main body for 
special service; freedom from prejudice, 
detail <de-tAJ') [DK-, F. tailler , to cut], v.t. 
To relate minutely; {Mil.) to appoint for 
a panica»r service, n. (dg'taii An item, 
a minor matter; a minute account; {pi.) 
a number of particulars, meD selected for 
a special duty, detailed, a. Related in 
detail, minute; complete, 
detain <d6-tftn 7 ) [DE-, L. tenure , to hold], 
v.t. To keep back or from; to withhold; to 
hinder, restrain, keep in custody, 
detect tde-tekt') [de-, L. tectus , covered], 
v.t. To discover, find out, bring to light, 
detection, n. The act of detecting; the 
discovery of crime, etc. detective, a. 
Employed in or suitable for detecting, n. 
One employed to investigate cases of 
crime, etc. 

detention (de-ten'shiin) [as DETAIN], n . 
The act of detaining; state of being 
detained; arrest; restraint, 
deter tdA-rgr 7 ) [DE-, L. terrere. to frighten], 
v.t. To discourage, hinder, or prevent, 
deterrent,®. Tending to deter, n. That 
which deters. 

deteriorate (d6-ter 7 i-6r-flt) [L. deterior, 
worse], v. To make or become worse; to 
degenerate; to reduce in value, deteriora 7 - 
tion, n. 

determinate (dS-tSr'mi-n&t) [as deter¬ 
mine], a. Limited, definite; distinct, 
determination (dA-tSr'mi-na'shhn; [as de¬ 
termine], n. The act of determining; 
that which is determined on; a fixed in¬ 
tention; resolution, strength of mind; 
direction to a certain end; settlement 
by a judicial decision; final conclusion, 
determinative, o. That limits or defines, 
determine (d6-t«r'min) [DE-, L. terminate, 
to bound], v.t. To terminate, conclude; 
to fix the limits of, define; to decide 
finally; to direct, shape; to ascertain 
exactly, v.i. To decide, resolve, deter¬ 
minable, a. determined, a. Resolute; 
having a fixed purpose; ended, 
detest (d^-test 7 ) [DE-, L. testari , to testify], 
v.t. To hate exceedingly, abhor, de¬ 
testable, o. detesta tion, n. 
dethrone (dA-thrSn 7 ) [DE-, THRONE], v.t. 
To depose; to drive from power or pre¬ 
eminence. dethronement, n. 
detonate (de 7 to-n5t) [DE-, L. ton&tus , thun¬ 
dered], v.t. To cause to explode with a 
report, v.i. To explode, detonation, 
n. An explosion with a loud report, 
detour (de-toor 7 ] [F. ditour ], n. A round¬ 
about way; a deviation, digression, 
detract (Ue-trftkt 7 ) [DE-, L. tractus, drawn]. 
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9 .t. To take (something) away from. 
v.i. To disparage, detraction, n. The 
act of detracting; depreciation, slander, 
detrain (de-tran') [DS-, train], v. To 
alight from or cause to alight from a train, 
detriment (det'ri-ment) [L. ditrlmentumV, 
n. Loss; injury, damage, detrimental, 
a. Causing detriment, 
detritus (det'ri-tfis) [L., rubbed down], n. 
Accumulated matter produced by the 
disintegration of rock, 
deuce (dus) [F. deux], n. A card or die 
with two spots; ( Tennis ) a score of 40 all; 
the devil, invoked as a mild oath, 
devastate (dev'A-st&t) [DE-, L. vastdtus, 
wasted], v.t. To lay waste, ravage, 
devastation, n. devastator, n. 
develop (de-vel'dp) [F. ditelopper ], v.t. 
To unfold, to bring to light gradually; to 
work out, bring to completion, v.i. 
To expand; to be evolved; to come to 
light or maturity, development, ». 
deviate (de'vi-ftt) [DB-, L. via, way], v.i. 
To turn aside, to stray from the path of 
duty. v.t. To cause to stray or err. 
deviation, »- The act of deviating; 
error; the deflexion of a compass, etc. 
device (d6-vls # ) [O.P. devis, as divide], n. 
A scheme, stratagem, trick; an invention; 
inventive skill, a design, pattern; a 
motto; (pi.) will, inclination, 
devil (devl) [A.-S dioful , L. diabolus], n. 
Satan, the tempter, any evil spirit, as one 
possessing a demoniac; a wicked, malig¬ 
nant, or cruel person; a wretch; energy, 
dash, unconquerable spirit ; a device for 
tearing rags; one who does literary or legal 
work for which another takes the credit or 
fees; a printer’s errand-boy v.t. To 
make devilish, to grill with pepper; to 
tear up rags with a devil, v.i. To act as 
a literary or legal devil, devil-may- 
care, a. Reckless, dev'ilish, a. dev'il- 
raent. n. dev ilry, n. 

devious (de'vi-us) [DE-, L. via, way], a. 
Sequestered; wandering out of the way; 
circuitous; rambling, deviously, adv. 
devise (d6-vix') [O.F. deviser , as divide], 
v.t. To invent, contrive; to scheme, plot; 
to give or assign by will. n. The act of 
bequeathing landed property by will; a 
wit! or clause doing this, deviser, n. 
One who devises, devisor, n. One who 
bequeaths. 

devoid (de-void') [DE-, void], a. Vacant, 
destitute, empty (of). 

devolution (dS-vo-loo'shhn) [DE-, L. voliUxis, 
rolled], n. Transference or delegation of 
authority; passage from one to another; 
descent in natural succession, 
devolve (di-volv') [DE-, L. volvere, to roll], 
v.t. To cause to pass to another, to trans¬ 
fer. v.i. To be transferred or delegated; 
to fall by succession. 

devote (d6-v6t') [DE-, L. vOtus, vowed], v.t. 
To consecrate; to give wholly up (to); to 
doom, consign (to ruin, etc.), devoted, a. 
Dedicated, consecrated; wholly given up, 
aealous. devotee', «. A votary, a person 
devoted to; a bigot, enthusiast, de¬ 


votion, n. The act of devoting; state of 
being devoted; deep, self-sacrificing at¬ 
tachment, intense loyalty; (pi.) prayer, 
religious worship, devotional, a. 
devour (d6-vour') [DE-, L. vor&re , to swal¬ 
low], v.t. To eat up ravenously or swiftly; 
to swallow up. 

devout (d6-vout') [as devote], o. Pious, 
filled with or expressing devotion; heart¬ 
felt, earnest, devoutness. n. 
dew (du) [A.-S. diaw]. n. Moisture con¬ 
densed from the atmosphere upon cold 
surfaces after sunset; anything falling 
cool and light, so as to refresh; tears, 
sweat, v.t. To wet with dew. dew- 
drop, n. A drop of dew. dewy, a. 
dewlap (du'lAp) [?; A.-S. Iceppa, a skirt], 
n. The flesh that hangs loosely from th6 
throat of oxen. 

dexter (deks't^r) [L.], a. Pertaining to or 
situated on the right-hand side, dexter'ity, 
n. Skill, expertness; readiness and ease; 
cleverness, quickness, tact, dex'terous, 
a. Expert iD any manual employment; 
quick, skilful, able, dexterously, adv. 
dhow (dou) [?], n. An Arab vessel, esp. 
one used in the slave-trade, 
di- (1) [see DIS-], pref. 
di- (2) [Gr. di-, double], pref. Twice, 
double. 

dl- (S), dia- [Gr. dia], pref. Through; 
thorough 

diabetes (d!-A-b§'t5z) [DIA-, Gr. bainein, to 
go], n. A disease marked by excessive 
discharge of urine containing glucose, 
diabolic, -leal (di-A-bol'ik. -al) [Gr. diabolos , 
devil], o. Pertaining to the devil, fiendish, 
devilish, diabolically, adv. diab'olism, 
n. Devil-worship, belief in the Devil or 
in devils; black magic, 
diaconal (dl-Ak'd-nal) [F.], a. Pertaining 
to a deacon, diac'onate, n. The office, 
dignity, etc., of a deacon; deacons collec¬ 
tively. 

diadem (di'A-dem) [DIA-, Gr. deein, to bind], 
n. An ornamental head-baud as an emblem 
of sovereignty, a crown, wreath, 
diaeresis (di-£r'*-sis) [Gr., from diaireein, to 
divide], n. ( pi. -eses) The resolution of 

one syllable into two; a mark indicating 
this, as Lais. 

diagnosis (di-4g-nfi'sis) [DIA-, Gr. gnOsis , 
inquiry], n. Determination of diseases by 
their symptoms; a summary of these, 
diagnose', v.t. To ascertain the nature 
(esp. of a disease) from the symptoms, v.i . 
To make a diagnosis. 

diagonal (dl-&g'd-nal) [DIA-, Gr. qCnia, an 
angle], a. Extending from one angle of 
a figure to a non-adjacent angle; oblique, 
crossing obliquely, n. A right line of 
plane extending from one angle or edge to 
a non-adjacent one. diagonally, adv. 
diagram (dl'a-gr&m) [L. and Gr. dies* 
gramma j, n. A drawing demonstrating 
some proposition, statement. o» definition; 
a rough outline, diagrammat'ic. a. 
dial (dl'Al) [L. di&lis, daily], n. An instru¬ 
ment for showing the time by the sun’* 
shadow; the face of a time-piece, asimilaf 
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plate on which a pointer marks revolutions, 
indicates steam-pressure, etc. 
dialect (dl'a-lekt) [Gr. dialektos], n. A 
form of speech peculiar to a limited district 
or people, dialectal, a. 
dialectic (di-a-lek'tik) [Gr. dialektike 
( techne ), the dialectic (art)], a. Dialectal; 
pertaining to logic; argumentative, n. 
(often in pi.) The rules and methods of 
reasoning; hair-splitting; logic of pro¬ 
babilities. dialectically, adv. In a 
logical manner; dialectally. 
dialogue (dl'A-log) [dia-, Gr. logos, dis¬ 
course], n. A conversation between two 
or more persons; a literary composition 
in conversational form, 
diameter (di-5m'6-t6r) [DIA-, -METER], n. 
A straight line passing through the centre 
of a circle and terminating each way in the 
circumference; the length of such"a line; 
the length of a straight line extending from 
side to side of anything, diamet'rical, a. 
Pertaining to or along a diameter, direct; 
directly opposed; as far removed as 
possible, diametrically, adv. 
diamond (di'A-mOnd) [Gr. adamas , 
ADAMANT], n. The hardest, most brilliant, 
and most valuable of the precious stones; 
a playing-card with figures of this shape; 
a very small printing type. a. Made of, 
or set with, diamonds, 
diapason (dl-a-pa'zon) [Gr.], n. An har¬ 
monious combination or melodious suc¬ 
cession of notes; the foundation stops of 
an organ; harmony, concord; range, pitch, 
diaper (dl'a-p&r) [DIA-, Gr. aspros , white], 
n. A silk or linen cloth woven with 
geometric patterns; a towel or napkin 
made of this. v.t. To decorate thus, 
diaphanous (dl-af'&-nus) [DIA-, Gr. phain- 
ein , to show], a. Transparent; having the 
power of transmitting light, 
diaphragm (di'A-fr&m) [Gr. diaphragm a], 
n. The muscle separating the thorax from 
the abdomen; a dividing membrane or 
partition. 

diarrhoea (dl-a-re'A) [DIA-, Gr. rheein , to 
flow], n. Excessive discharge of fluid 
evacuations from the intestines, 
diary (di'A-ri) [L. diarium , dies , a day], n. 
An account of daily occurrences; the book 
in which these are registered, a journal, 
diastole (di-§,s'to-l§) [dia-, Gr. stellein , to 
send], n. Dilatation of the heart and 
arteries alternating with systole, 
diatom (di'a-tom) [DIA-, Gr temnein , to 
cut], n. One of the microscopic algae with 
siliceous coverings which exist in immense 
numbers at the bottom of the sea. 
diatribe (di'a-trib) [Gr. diatribe , a wearing 
away], n. An invective discourse, 
dibble (dibl) [?], n. A pointed instrument 
used to make a hole to receive seed, 
dice (dis) [DIE (2)], v.t. To gamble (away) 
at dice; to ornament with squares, 

dicer,». 

dicky (dik'i) [?], n. A bib; a front 
separate from the shirt; a seat behind the 
body of a carriage; a bird. a. Doubtful, 
questionable; queer, unwell. 


dictaphone (dik'ta-fon) [foil., -phone], n. 
An apparatus for recording and audibly 
reproducing dictated letters, etc. 
dictate (dik-t&t') [L. dictdtus], v.t. To read 
or recite words to be written or repeated; 
to prescribe, to lay down with authority, 
to impose, as terms, v.i. To give orders: 
to utter words to be written or repeated 
by another, n. (dik'tAt). An order, in¬ 
junction. dictation, n. dictator, ti. 
One who dictates; one invested with 
supreme authority, esp. in a time of civil 
disorder or after a revolution, dictatorial, 
a. Imperious, overbearing, dictatori- 
ally, adv. dictatorship, n. 
diction (dik'shun) [L. dictio ], n. The use 
of words; manner of expression; style, 
dictionary (dik'shfin-Ar-i) [L. dictidnarium ], 
n. A book containing the words of a 
language in alphabetical order, with their 
definitions; a work of information arranged 
alphabetically. 

dictum (dik'tfim) [L., neut. p.p. of dicere, 
to say], n. (pi. -ta) A dogmatic assertion, 
didactic (di-d&k'tik) [Gr. didaktikos , from 
didaskein , to teach], a. Adapted or tend¬ 
ing to teach; in the manner of a teacher, 
n. p/. The science of teaching, 
die (1) (di) [M.E. degen], v.i. To lose life, 
to expire; to come to an end: to wither, 
lose vitality, decay; to go out, disappear; 
to fade away, to languish with affection, 
die (2) (di) [O.E. de, det], n. A small cube 
marked on the sides, used in gaming; 
hazard, chance; (pi. dice) the game 
played with these; (pi. dies) a machine 
for cutting out, shaping, or stamping; a 
stamp for coining money, or for impressing 
upon metal, paper, etc. die-sinker, n. 
One who cuts dies for coins, medals, etc. 
diet (dl'et) [O.F. diete ], n. A prescribed 
course of food; a legislative assembly or 
federal parliament holding its meetings 
from day to day; a conference or congress 
v.t. To feed according to rules, v.i. Tc 
take food as prescribed, di'etary, a. 
Pertaining to a rule of diet; n. A pre¬ 
scribed course of diet, fixed daily allowance 
of food, dietetic, a. Pertaining to diet, 
dietetics, n.pl. The science or rules of 
diet. 

dif- [DIS-], pref ., before / in words from 
Latin. 

differ (dif'6r) [DIP-, L. ferre , to bear], v.i. 
To be dissimilar; to disagree, dissent, 
difference, n. The state of being unlike 
or distinct; that by which one differs from 
another; the remainder of a quantity after 
another quantity has been subtracted from 
it; a distinction, differential mark; a 
point in dispute, a disagreement in opinion, 
a controversy, v.t. To distinguish be¬ 
tween; to make different, different, a- 
differential, a. Consisting of, depending 
on, or creating a difference; relating to 
specific differences. 

differentiate (dif-er-en'shi-St) [as dipper], 
v.t. To make different; to constitute 
difference between, of, or in, to mark off 
as different, differentiation, n. 
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difficult (dif'i-kult) [L. difficult^ (DIP-, 
facilis, easy)], a. Hard to do, to please, 
or to understand; not easily managed; 
troublesome; perplexing, difficultly, adv. 
difficulty, n. The quality of being dif¬ 
ficult; anything difficult; an obstacle; 
reluctance, scruple; (pi.) pecuniary em¬ 
barrassment. 

diffident (dif'i-d6nt) [DIP-, L. fidens, trust¬ 
ing], a. Distrustful of oneself or of one’s 
powers; shy. diffidence, n. Distrust of 
oneself; bashfulness, shyness, 
diffract (di-fr&kt') [DIF-, lj.fr actus, broken], 
v.t. To break, esp. as in a prism, 
diffuse (1) (di-fuz') [DIP-, L.fusus , poured], 
v.t. To pour forth; to circulate, spread, 
diffuse (2) (di-fus') [as prec.], a. Diffused, 
spread out; copious, prolix, not concise, 
diffusely, atfr. Copiously, verbosely, dif¬ 
fusion, n. The act of diffusing; aspread¬ 
ing abroad of news, etc. 
dig (dig) [?], v.t. To excavate or turn up 
with a spade, etc.; to obtain or make by 
digging, v .». To work with a spade; to 
search, make one’s way, pierce, or make a 
hole by digging, n. A thrust, a poke, 
digger, n. One who digs, esp. a gold- 
miner ; a machine that digs, digging, ». 
digest (di-jest') [Dl- (1), L. gestus, carried], 
v.t. To arrange under proper heads, to 
classify; to think over; to soften and 
prepare by heat; to concoct in the stomach 
in order to assimilate; to assimilate, v.i. 
To be digested; to be prepared by heat, 
n. (di'jest). A compendium or summary 
arranged under proper heads or titles, esp. 
a collection of Roman laws, digestible, 
a. digestibility, n. digestibly, adv. 
diges'tion, n. The act or process of 
assimilating food in the stomach; the 
power of digesting; mental reduction to 
order and method, digestive, a. and n. 
Any substance which aids digestion, 
digit (dij'it) [L. digitus], n. A finger, 
dignify (dig'ni-fi) [L. dignus , worthy, -FY], 
v.t. To invest with dignity; to make 
illustrious; to exalt, dignified, a. 
Stately; gravely courteous, 
dignity (dig'ni-ti) [as prec.], n. Rank; 
the importance due to rank or position; 
elevation of mien or manner, stateliness; 
a high office, dignitary, n. One who 
holds a high office or rank, 
digress (di-gres') [DI- (1), L. gressus, 
stepped], v.i. To turn aside from the 
direct path; to wander from the main 
topic, digression, n. A deviation; a 
part of a discourse, etc., which wanders 
from the main subject, digres'sive, a. 
dike (dik) [A.-S. die], n. A ditch, a natural 
or artificial channel; a dam to protect 
low-lying lands; a vein of volcanic or 
igneous rock. 

dilapidate (di-l&p'i-dat) [L. dllapiddtus], 
v.t. To damage, to bring into decay or 
ruin. v.i. To fall into decay or ruin, 
dilapida'tion, n. Decay for want of 
repair; decay of buildings, etc.; charge 
for making this good, 
dilate (di-l&t') [di-, L. lotus , broad], v.t. 


To expand, widen, enlarge in all directions. 
v.i. To be enlarged; to expand, swell; 
to expatiate, to speak fully and copiously 
(upon a subject), dilata'tion, n. 
dilatory (dil'a-tor-i) [L. dil&tor, a delayer], a. 
Causing delay; marked by procrastination; 
tardy; wanting in diligence, dilatorily, 
adv. dilatoriness, n. 

dilemma (di-lem'a) [DI-, (2), Gr. iSmma , 
an assumption], n. ( Log .) An argument 
in which the only two alternatives are equally 
fatal; a position in which one is forced 
to choose between such alternatives, 
dilettante (dil-e-t&n'ti) [It.], n. (pi. -ti). 
An amateur of the fine arts; a would-be 
connoisseur, a dabbler, a. Amateurish, 
diligent (dil'i-jent) [DI-, L. ligeus , chosen], 
a. Assiduous, persevering, industrious, 
painstaking, diligently, adv. diligence, 
n. Steady application or assiduity in busi¬ 
ness of any kind; a public stage-coach. 
dJU (dilr [A.-S. dile], n. An annual umbelli- 
fer, cultivated for its carminative seeds. , 
dilly-dally (dil'i-dftl'i) [redupl. of DALLY], 
v.i. To loiter about, waste time, hesitate, 
dilute (di-lut') [DI-, (1), L. lutus, washed], 
v.t. To make thin or weaken by the admix¬ 
ture of water; to reduce the strength, a. 
Weakened, washed out, faded, dilution, n. 
diluvial (di-lu'vi-al), -vian (-vi-an) [L. 
diluvium, a deluge], a. Pertaining to 
a deluge, esp. that of Noah; produced by 
or resulting from a flood, 
dim (dim) [A.-S.], a. Obscure; not clear, 
not bright; faint, misty; tarnished, dull; 
not clearly, heard, or understood, v.t. To 
render dim. dimly, adv. dimmish, a. 
dimness, n. 

dimension (di-men'shun) [DI-, (1), mensus, 
measured], n. Measurable extent, mag¬ 
nitude, or capacity (usu.inpl.). dimen¬ 
sional, a. 

diminish (di-min'ish) [L. diminuere , to 
break small], v.t. To make smaller or less, 
to reduce; to degrade; to subtract from. 
v.i. To become less, to decrease; to taper, 
diminished, a. Made less or smaller; 
reduced in size or quality, diminu'tion, 
n. The act of diminishing; subtraction; 
amount subtracted; the state of becoming 
less or smaller, dimin'utive, a. Small, 
tiny. n. A word formed from another to 
express diminution in size or importance, 
dimity (dim'i-ti) [DI-, (2), Gr. mitos, a thread], 
n. A stout figured cotton fabrie. 
dimple (dimpl) [?], n. A little depression 
or hollow, esp. on the cheek or chin; a 
ripple. 

din (din) [A.-S. dyn], n. A loud and con¬ 
tinued noise; a rattling or clattering, 
dine (din) [P. diner], v.i. To take dinner. 
v.t. To give or provide a dinner for. diner, 
n. One w ho dines; a railway dining-car. 
ding-dong (ding-dong) [onomat.], n. The 
sound of a bell; a jingle, 
dinghy (ding'gi) [Hind, dingi], n. A small 
ship’s boat; any small boat, 
dingle (dingi) [?], n. A dell, 
clingy (din'ji) [?], a. Soiled; of a dusky 
colour; faded, dinginess, n. 
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dinner (din'6r) [F. diner , to dine], n. The 
principal meal of the day; a feast, banquet, 
dinosaur (di'nO-sawr) [Gr. deinos, terrible, 
sauros , lizard], ». A gigantio extinct 
reptile. 

dint (dint) [A.-S. dynC\, n. A blow; the 
mark or dent caused by a blow. v. To 
mark with or make a dint, by dint of: By 
force of, or by means of. 
diocese ( dl'6-ses) [DI-, Gr. oikeein , to inhabit], 
n. The district under the jurisdiction of 
a bishop, dioc'esan, a. 
dioptric i dl-op'trik) [Gr. dtoptra , an optical 
instrument], o. Refractive; pertaining to 
dioptrics, n. The unit of refractive power; 
(pi.) the science which treats of the refraction 
of light in passing through different mediums, 
dioxide (dl-jk'sid) [Di (2), OXIDE], n. A 
combination of a metal with oxygen, 
dip (dip; [A.-8. dyppan ], v.t. To plunge 
into a liquid, to immerse, to baptize by 
immersion, to lower for an instant. v.t. 
To plunge into liquid for a short time; to 
sink, to slope or extend downwards, to 
read cursorily, choose by chance, n. The 
act of dipping in a liquid, bathing; a candle; 
a preparation for washing sheep, 
diphtheria (dif-thSr'i-A) [Gr. diphthera , 
leather, skin], n. An infectious disease 
characterized by acute inflammation and 
the formation of a false membrane on the 
pharynx, nostrils, etc. 

diphthong (dif'thong) [Di-, (2), Gr. phthongos , 
voice], n. The union of two vowels in one 
syllable, diphthong'al, a. 
diploma idi-pl6'ma) [Gr., dtploos , double, 
folded], a. A document conveying some 
authority, privilege, or honour; a*certificate 
of a degree, licence, etc. 
diplomacy (di-plo'mA-si) [F. diplomatic, 
from prec ], n. The art or act of conducting 
negotiations or negotiating, esp. <e< between 
nations, adroitness, tact, diplomat, n. 
One skilled in or practising diplomacy, 
diplomatic, a. diplomatist, n. One 
skilled or engaged in diplomacy, 
dipsomania (dip-sS-m&'ni-a) [Gr., dipsa , 
thirst, mania], n. Alcoholism; an irre¬ 
sistible morbid craving for stimulants, 
dipsomaniac, n. 

diptych (dip'tik) [D1-, (2\ Gr. ptucM, a fold], 
n. A cwi* winged altar-piece, 
dire (din [i* dims], *. Dreadful, fearful, 
lamentable, tad. direfully, adv. direly, 
adv. 

direct (di-, di-rekt') (L. directus (DI- a) 
rectus , ruled)], a. Straight, In a straight 
line, nearest; shortest, not circuitous; 
not collateral In the line of descent, imme¬ 
diate. to the point, straight-forward. v.t. 
To pomt or turn towards any object; to 
show the right road to; to address; to 
prescribe a course Co, to advise; to order, 
command, to manage, control, act as leader 
of. direction n. The act of directing; 
the course taken; the point towards which 
one looks; the act of inscribing with an 
address, or the inscription on a letter, etc.; 
an order or instruction; a directorate, 
directly adv. In a straight line; in a 


direct manner as an immediate step; 
at once, directness, n. 
director (di-rek'tor) [as prec.], n. One who 
or that which directs, controls, or manages; 
an instructor, counsellor; one appointed to 
direct the affairs of a company, directorate, 
n. The position of a director; a body or 
board of directors, directorial, a. 
directorship, n. directory, a. Direct¬ 
ing, commanding, advising, n. A director¬ 
ate; a book containing the names and ad¬ 
dresses of the inhabitants of a district; 
the executlva council of the French Republic, 
1795-99. 

dirge (d6rj) [L. dlrige (first word of antiphon 
in the office for the dead)], n. A funeral 
hymn; a mournful tune or song, 
dirigible (dir'i-jibl) [L. dirig ere, to direct, 
-LBLE], a. That may be directed or steered, 
n. A balloon or airship that can be steered, 
dirk (derkj [?], ». A dagger, esp. a High¬ 
lander’s , the short sword of a midshipman, 
dirt (dSrt) [M.E. dnt ], n. Foul or unclean 
matter, matter that soils, mud, mire; 
trash, refuse, dirty, o. dirtiness, n. 
dis- [L.1, pref. Asunder, apart, between, 
separating; exceedingly; (forming negative 
compounds ) UN-, not, undoing, depriving, 
disability (dis-a-bil'i-ti j, n. Want of means; 
incapacity; legal disqualification, 
disable (dls-ftbl'), v.t. To render unable; 
to deprive of power; to incapacitate; to 
disqualify legally disablement, n. 
disabuse oiis-a-buz'j, v.t. To undeceive, 
disadvantage tdis-Ad-van'tAj), n. Injury, 
detriment; an unfavourable position or 
condition v.t. To cause disadvantage to. 
disadvantageous, o. Detrimental, 
disaffected (dih-a-fek'tedj, a. Alienated in 
affection, estranged; disloyal, disaffec¬ 
tion, n. Disloyalty. 

disagree (dis-a-gr?') [F. desagreer], v.i. To 
be different or unlike; to differ In opinion; 
to quarrel; to be unsuitable or Injurious 
(to health, etc.), disagreeable, a. Not 
In agreement; an pleasant, repugnant; 
111-tempered, disagreeably, adv. dis¬ 
agreement, n. Want of agreement; differ¬ 
ence of opinion; » quarrel, falling out. 
disallow (dis-a-lou'), v.t. To refuse assent 
to, to reject, to prohibit, 
disappear idis-a-pgri), v.i. To go out of 
sight. to be lost; to cease to exist, dis¬ 
appearance, n. 

disappoint (dis-A-poinfc') [F. dlsap pointer], 
v.t. To defeat of expectation, hope, etc.; 
to frustrate. disappointed, a. dis¬ 
appointing, a. disappointment, n. 
disapprobation (dis-Sp-rd-ba'shiln), n. Dis¬ 
approval, condemnation, 
disapprove (dis-a-proov'), v.t. To condemn 
or censure; to reject, as not approved of. 
disapproval, n. 

disarm (dis-arm') [F. disarmer], v.t. To 
deprive of weapons, to disband, dismantle; to 
reduce to a peace footing; to subdue, tame, 
v.t. To lay aside arms, disarmament, «. 
disarrange (dis-A-rftnj'), v.t. To put oat 
of order; to derange, disarrangement, n. 
disaster (di-zas'ter) [F. desaslre], n, A 
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mdden misfortune, calamity; a mishap, 
disastrous, a. Ruinous, calamitous, 
disavow (dis-a-vou'), 94. To deny the truth 
of, to disown; to disclaim, repudiate. 

disavowal, n. 

disband (dis-b&nd') [F. desbander ], v.t. 
To break up (as a body of men in military 
service). v.i. To be disbanded; to separ¬ 
ate, to disperse, disbandment, n. 
disbelieve (dis-b6-lev'), v.t. To refuse, 
refuse to believe in. disbelief, n. 
disburse (dis-bers') [O.F. desbourser ], v.t. 
To pay out, expend; to defray, dis¬ 
bursement, n. 

discard (dis-kard'), v.t. To throw away 
as useless; to get rid of, reject, 
discern (di-zSrn') [DIS-, L. cernere , to 
separate], v.t. To perceive the difference 
between, to distinguish (from); to recog¬ 
nize clearly, v.i. To make distinction 
(between); to discriminate, discernible, 
a. discerning, a. Having power to 
discern, discriminating, acute, discern¬ 
ingly, adv. discernment, ». 
discharge (dis-charj') [O.F. discharger ], 
94. To unload; to get rid of, to emit, 
let fly; to set free from something bind¬ 
ing; to fire off; to pa; off, to settle, n. 
The act of discharging; unloading, 
release, emission, firing off; payment, 
satisfaction; dismissal, acquittal, libera¬ 
tion ; a document certifying any of these, 
disciple (di-sipl') [A.-S. discipul (L. disci- 
pulus , a learner)], n. A pupil of a philo¬ 
sopher, teacher, etc.; one of the early 
followers, esp. one of the twelve personal 
followers of Christ, discipleship, n. 
discipline (dis'i-plin) [L. dlscipllna , as 
prec.], n. Training, exercise, or practice 
of the mental, moral, and physical powers; 
correction, chastisement, systematic obe¬ 
dience, methodical action, the state of 
being under control, the rules binding 
on the members of a church, action against 
a transgressor of these, v.t. To bring 
into a state of discipline; to teach, train, 
drill, esp. in obedience, orderly habits, 
and methodical action, to chastise, dis¬ 
ciplinable, a. disciplinarian, a. Per¬ 
taining to discipline n. One who rigidly 
enforces or is skilled in maintaining dis¬ 
cipline. disciplinary (dis'i-plin-6r-i), o. 
Pertaining to or promoting discipline; 
tending to promote efficient mental action, 
disclaim tdis-kl&m') [A.-F. desclamer ], v.t. 
To repudiate, disown, disavow; to reject; 
to renounce, relinquish, disclaimer, n. 
The act of disclaiming; renunciation, 
disclose (dis-kldz') [O.F. desclore], v.t. 
To uncover, to lay bare or open; to 
reveal, di vulge. disclosure (dis-kld'zhfir), 
n. The act of disclosing; that which 
is disclosed. 

discolour (dis-kfil'Sr) [O.F. descoloref\ y 
v.t. To alter the colour of; to stain, v.t. 
To become stained or tarnished; to fade, 
become pale, discolora'tion, n. 
discomfit (dis-kum'fit) [PIS-, L. conficere, 
to finish], v.i. To defeat, rout; to dis¬ 
concert, confound, discomfiture, ». 


discomfort (d*-kum'fort) [O.F. descon- 
forter ], v.t. To deprive of comfort; to 
cause pain or uneasiness to. n. Depriva¬ 
tion of comfort; disquietude, distress, 
discompose (dis-kdm-poz')* v.t. To dis¬ 
turb; to vex, disquiet, discomposure, 

n. Agitation, perturbation, disquiet, 
disconcert (dis-kon-sSrt') [M.F. discon- 

certer ], v.t. To disorder; to baffle, foil, 
disconnect (dis-kd-nekt'), v.t. To disunite, 
sever. disconnected, a. Separated; 
incoherent, ill-connected, 
disconsolate (dis-kon'sd-l&^f [I)IS-, L. 
consol&tus, consoled], a. Inconsolable, 
cheerless, forlorn; without hope, 
discontent (dis-k6n-tent'), n. Want of 
content; dissatisfaction; a grievance, a. 
Not content, dissatisfied, discontented, 
a. Dissatisfied, disquiet, 
discontinue (dis-kon-tin'ii), v.t. To break 
off, interrupt; to leave off; to give up. 
v.i. To cease; to lose continuity, dis¬ 
continuance, n. A break in succession: 
cessation, interruption, discontinuous, 

o. Not continuous, disconnected; inco¬ 
herent. discontinuity, n. 

discord (dis'kord) [O.F. descord ], n. Want 
of concord or agreement; contention, 
strife; a lack of harmony; the sounding 
together of inharmonious or inconclusive 
notes, the interval or the chord so sounded, 
discount (dis-kount') [O.F. desconter ], v.t. 
To advance the amount of, deducting a 
certain rate per cent.; to leave out of 
account; to anticipate; to make allowance 
for, to disregard, v.i. To advance money 
on bills, etc., due at some future date, 
deducting the interest, n. (dis'kount). A 
deduction from an account, etc., for early 
or immediate payment; a deduction 
at a certain rate from an advance on a 
bill of exchange not yet due. 
discountenance (dis-koun'td-n&ns) [M.F. 
descontenctncer ], v.t. To set one’s face 
against, to express disapprobation of. 
discourage (dis-kur'Aj) [O.F. descoragief\ y 
v.t. To dishearten, dispirit; to dissuade 
or deter (from), discouragement, n. 
discouraging, a. 

discourse (dis-kdrs') [F. discours , as DIS¬ 
CURSIVE], n. Conversation; a disserta¬ 
tion, a lecture or sermon; a formal 
treatise, v.i. To converse; to talk 
formally, hold forth (upon), 
discourteous (dis-kSr'te-us), a. Uncivil, 
rude. 

discover ^dis-kuv'dr) [O.F. descovrir], v.t. 
To disclose, reveal, make known; to gain 
the first sight of, find by exploration; to 
realize suddenly; to detect, discover¬ 
able, a. discoverer, n. discovery, n. 
discredit (dis-kred'it), n. Want of credit; 
disrepute; the cause of disrepute or dis¬ 
grace; disbelief, v.t. To disbelieve; to 
bring into disrepute, discreditable, a. 
Disreputable, disgraceful, 
discreet (dis-kr€t') [L. discritus , discerned], 
a. Prudent, circumspect; careful in 
choosing the best means of action, 
discrepant (dis-krep'&nt) [PIS-, L. crepans , 
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sounding], a. Disagreeing, inconsistent. 

discrepancy, n. 

discretion (dis-kresh 7 un) [O.F. discretion, 
as DISCREET], «. The faculty of dis¬ 
tinguishing things, or discriminating 
between what is right and wrong, useful 
and injurious; judgment, circumspection; 
freedom of action or choice, discre¬ 
tionary, a. 

discriminate (dis-krim'i-nat) [L. discrimin¬ 
ate , separated]. v.t. To distinguish; to 
mark the difference or distinction between; 
to differentiate, v.i. To make a dis¬ 
tinction. a. Distinctive} having the 
difference clearly marked, discrimina'- 
tion, n. Discernment, penetration, judg¬ 
ment ; the act or power of discriminating; 
a distinguishing mark, 
discursive (dis-ker'siv) [DIS-, L. cursus, 
ran], a. Passing from one subject to 
another; rambling, desultory, discur¬ 
sively, adv. discursiveness, n. 
discuss (dis-kus 7 ) [L. discussus , shaken 
asunder], v.t. To debate; to examine by 
argument; to try the flavour of (wine, 
etc.), discussible, a. discussion (dis- 
kiish'un), n. 

disdain (dis-d&n 7 ) [O.F. desdaigner , to 
scorn], n. Scorn, a feeling of contempt; 
haughtiness, v.t. To regard as unworthy 
of notice; to despise and repulse; to 
scorn, to contemn, v.i. To feel or 
manifest scorn, disdainful, a. 
disease (di-zez 7 ) [O.F. desaise], n. Any 
alteration of the normal vital processes 
through some unnatural or hurtful con¬ 
dition ; disorder, morbid condition, illness, 
diseased, a. Morbid, unhealthy, de¬ 
ranged. 

disembark (dis-em-bark 7 ), v.t. To put 
on shore, v.i. To come on shore. 

disembarkation, n. 

disembarrass (dis-6m-bSr'as), v.t. To 
free from embarrassment or perplexity, 
disembarrassment, n. 
disembody (dis-6m-bod 7 i), v.t. To divest 
of body; to disband, 
disenchant (dis-6n-chant 7 ) [F. des enchanter], 
v.t. To free from enchantment or glamour; 
to disillusion, disenchantment, n. 
disencumber (dis-6n-kuin'b6r), v.t. To 
free from incumbrance, 
disendow (dis-en-dou 7 ), v.t. To strip of 
endowments, disendowment, n. 
disengage (dis-en-gaj 7 ), v.t. To loosen, 
detach, release; to disentangle; to set 
free from any engagement, disengaged, 
a. At leisure, free from any engage¬ 
ment. 

disentail (dis-en-tal 7 ), v.t. To free from 
or break the entail of. 

disentangle (dis-6n-t5ngl 7 ), v.t. To un¬ 
ravel, free from entanglement, 
disestablish (dis-6s-tab'lish), v.t. To annul 
the establishment of, esp. to deprive a 
Church of its connexion with the .State, 
disestablishment, n. 
disfavour (dis-fa'vbr), n. A feeling of 
dislike or disapprobation; odium, 
disfigure (dis-fig'er), v.t. To injure the 


appearance of; to mar, spoil, disfigure¬ 
ment, n. 

disfranchise (dis-fr&n'chiz), v.t. To de¬ 
prive of electoral privileges, or of the rights 
of citizenship, disfranchisement, n. 
disgorge (dis-gorj 7 ), v.t. To vomit; to 
empty (as a river); to give up (esp. what 
has been unjustly acquired), 
disgrace (dis-gr&s 7 ) [F. disgrAce], n. The 
state of being out of favour; discredit, 
ignominy, shame; the cause or occasion 
of discredit or shame, v.t. To dismiss 
from favour; to dishonour, bring disgrace 
on. disgraceful, a. disgracefully, adv. 
disguise (dis-giz 7 ) [O.F. desguisier], v.t. To 
alter the appearance of; to hide by a 
counterfeit appearance; to misrepresent. 
n. A dress, mask, or manner put on to 
disguise or conceal; a pretence or show, 
disgust (dis-gflst 7 ) [M.F. desgouster], v.t. 
To excite loathing or aversion in; to 
offend the taste of. n. A strong distaste; 
aversion, loathing, repulsion, disgusting, 
a. Loathsome; exciting disgust; beastly, 
dish (dish) [A.-S. disc, disk], n. A broad, 
shallow, open vessel for serving food; the 
food so served; any particular kind of 
food. 

dishearten (dis-har 7 ten), v.t. To discour¬ 
age, dispirit. 

dishevelled (di-shev 7 61d) [O.F. deschereler ], 
a. Flowing in disorder (of the hair); un¬ 
tidy, unkempt. 

dishonest (dis-6n 7 6st), a. Destitute of 
honesty, or good faith; deceitful, un¬ 
trustworthy. dishonesty, n. 
dishonour (dis-on'or), n. Lack of honour; 
disgrace, ignominy; reproach, or its cause, 
v.i. To bring disgrace on; to damage 
the reputation of; to treat with indignity; 
to violate the chastity of; to refuse to 
accept or pay (as a bill or draft), dis¬ 
honourable, a. 

disillusion (dis-i-loo 7 zhun), v.t. To free 
or deliver from an illusion, n. Dis¬ 
enchantment. disillusionment, n. 
disincline (dis-in-klin 7 ), v.t. To make 
averse or indisposed (to), disinclination, 
n. A want of desire; unwillingness, 
disinfect (dis-in-fekt 7 ), v.t. To free from 
infection, disinfectant, n. That which 
removes infection by destroying its 
causes. 

disinherit (dis-in-her 7 it), v.t. To deprive 
of au inheritance. 

disintegrate (dis-in'te-grat), v.t. To separ¬ 
ate into component parts; to reduce to 
fragments, v.i. To fall to pieces, to 
crumble, n. disintegration, n. The 
separation of a solid body into its compo¬ 
nent parts. 

disinter (dis-in-tSr 7 ), v.t. To dig up from 
a grave; to unearth, disinterment, n. 
disinterested (dis-in 7 ter-6st-6d), a. 

Without personal interest ; unbiased, 
disjoint (dis-joint 7 ), v.t. To put out of 
joint, dislocate, separate at the joints; 
to break the connexion of. disjointed, a. 
Out of joint; incoherent, 
disk (disk) [Or. diskos], n. A thin, flat, 
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circular plate or surface; the face of a 
celestial body. 

dislike (dis-lik'), vX. To regard with 
repugnance or aversion, to. A feeling of 
repugnance; aversion, 
dislocate (dis'16-kat) [DI3-, L. loccUus , 
placed], vX. To put out of joint; to 
disturb, derange, dislocation, to. 
dislodge (dis-loj'), vX. To eject from a 
place of rest or defence; to drive out, expel, 
disloyal (dis-loi'al), a. Not true to alle¬ 
giance; disaffected towards the sovereign 
or the Government, disloyalty, to. 
dismal (diz'm&l) [O.F. dis vial , L. diSs mali , 
unlucky days], a. Cheerless, depressing, 
dismantle (dis-m&ntl'), vx. To strip of 
covering, equipment, or means of defence; 
to unrig (as a ship). 

dismast (dis-mast'), v.t. To deprive a 
ship of a mast or masts, 
dismay (dis-ma) [Teut.], vX. To deprive 
of courage; to terrify, daunt, to. Utter 
loss of courage or resolution; a state of 
terror or affright. 

dismember (dis-mem'b^r), vX. To separ¬ 
ate limb from limb; to distribute, par¬ 
tition. dismemberment, to. 
dismiss (dis-mis') [L. dunittere ], vX. To 
send away; to dissolve, disband; to 
discharge, dismissal, to. 
dismount (dis-mount'), v.i. To alight 
from a horse. vX. To throw down from a 
support (a 3 cannon); to unhorse; to take 
to pieces. 

disobedience (dis-6-bS'di-6ns), to. Refusal 
to obey; wilful neglect or violation of 
duty, disobedient, a. 
disobey (dis-6-biV), v.t. To neglect or 
refuse to obey. 

disoblige (dis-6-blij'), vX. To act con¬ 
trary to the wishes of; to inconvenience, 
to incommode, disobliging, a. Not 
obliging, not disposed to gratify; churlish, 
ungracious, disobligingly, adv. 
disorder (dis-or'der), to. Want of order; 
confusion; tumult, commotion; disease, 
illness. vX. To throw into confusion; 
to derange the natural functions of. dis¬ 
orderly, a. Confused, disarranged; un¬ 
lawful ; turbulent. 

disorganize (dis-or'ga-nlz), vX. To throw 
into confusion; to destroy the systematic 
arrangement of. disorganization, to. 
disown (dis-5n'), vx. To refuse to own; 

to disclaim, repudiate, 
disparage (dis-p&r'aj) [O.F. desparagier, 
parage , lineage], vX. To undervalue; 
to treat or speak of slightingly; to depre¬ 
ciate. disparagement, to. The act of 
disparaging; depreciation, detraction, 
dispassionate (dis-p&sh'd-nat), a. Free 
from passion; calm, temperate, 
dispatch (dis-p&ch') [DIS-, L. pactum , an 
agreement], vX. To send off, esp. with 
haste; to transact quickly; to settle; to 
put to death; v.i. To go quickly; to 
hasten, «. The act of dispatching or 
being dispatched; prompt execution; 
an official communication on State affairs, 
etc.; a putting to death. 


dispel (dis-pel') [DIS-, L. pellere, to drive], 

v. t. To dissipate, disperse; to drive 
away. 

dispensable (dis-pen's&bl), a. That may 
be dispensed with, inessential; that for 
which a dispensation may be granted, 
dispensary (dis-pen'sar-i) [as dispense], 
to. A place where medicines are dispensed, 
esp. gratis to the poor, 
dispensation (dis-pen-sa'shun) [as foil.], 

w. The act of dispensing or dispensing 
with; distribution; scheme, plan, the 
government of the universe; God’s deal¬ 
ings with man; ( R.-C. Ch .) a licence 
to omit or commit something enjoined or 
forbidden by canon law. 

dispense (dis-pens') [L. dispensdre , to 
distribute, manage], v.t. To deal out, 
distribute; to prepare and give out 
medicine; to grant a dispensation to or 
exemption from. v.i. To dispense medi¬ 
cines. to dispense with : To forgo, to 
do without; to render unnecessary, dis¬ 
penser, to. One who dispenses, esp. 
medicines. 

disperse (dis-pers') [L. dispersus , scattered], 
v.t. To scatter; to send, throw, etc., in 
different directions; to dissipate, diffuse, 
disseminate, v.i. To break up, vanish; 
to become spread abroad, dispersal, to. 
dispersion (dis-per'shun) [as prec.], to. 
The act of dispersing; state of being dis¬ 
persed. 

dispirit (dis-pir'it), v.t. To deprive of 
spirit or courage; to dishearten, deject, 
displace (dis-plas'), v.t. To remove from 
the usual place, from a position or dignity, 
etc.; to dismiss; to supersede, displace¬ 
ment, to. The act of displacing; state 
of being displaced; supersession; the 
water displaced by a floating body, 
display (dis-pla') [DIS-, L. plicare , to fold], 
v.t. To exhibit, expose, parade; to make 
known, unfold, reveal, w. Show, ex¬ 
hibition ; ostentatious parade, 
displease (dis-plez'), v.t. To dissatisfy; 
to vex, annoy; to be disagreeable to. v.i. 
To cause displeasure or offence, 
displeasure (dis-flezh'ur), to. A feeling 
of annoyance, vexation, or anger, 
disport (dis-port') [O.F. desporter (; porter % 
to carry)], v. To amuse, to divert (one¬ 
self); to sport; to gambol, 
dispose (dis-poz') [dis-, O.F. poser , to 
cease], v.t. To set in order; to place; 
to adjust, incline; to regulate, fix. 
disposition (dis-p6-zish'un) [DIS-, L. 
positus , placed], to. The act of disposing, 
arranging, etc.; disposal; fitness, aptitude; 
inclination, temperament, propensity, 
dispossess (dis-pd-zes'). v.t. To oust 
from possession, to eject, dislodge, 
dispraise (dis-praz'), v.t. To censure, to 
express disapprobation of. ru Rlame, 
disparagement. 

disproportion (dis-prd-por'shtin\ «. Want 
of proportion; disparity; lack of sym¬ 
metry. disproportionate, a. 
disprove (dis-proov'), v.t. To prove to 
be erroneous or unfounded; to refute. 
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dispute (dis-put') [L. disputclre ], ».<. To 
contend in argument; to argue; to quarrel, 
wrangle; to strive against another, com¬ 
pete. v.t. To argue about; to oppose, 
question, challenge or deny the truth of; 
to contest, n. Contention or strife in 
argument; debate, difference of opinion; 
a falling out; contest, strife disputable, 
o. Open to dispute, controvertible; ques¬ 
tionable. disputant, n. disputa tion, 
n. disputatious, a. Given to dispute; 
cavilling, contentious, 
disqualify (dis-kwol'i-fl), v.t. To disable, 
debar; disqualification, n. The act 
of disqualifying; that which disqualifies, 
disquiet (dis-kwl'6t), v.t. To disturb, to 
make uneasy, a. Uneasy, restless, n. 
Want of quiet or peace; anxiety, 
disquisition (dis-kwi-zish'un) [DIS, L. 
qulsitus , sought], n. A systematic inquiry 
into, an investigation; a formal discourse 
or treatise. 

disregard (dis-r6-gard'), n. Slight, neg¬ 
lect. v.t. To take no notice of; to neg¬ 
lect. disregardful, a. Negligent, care¬ 
less, heedless. 

disrepair (dis-r6-par'), n. A state of being 
out of repair; dilapidation, 
disreputable (dis-rep'u-tabl), a. Of bad 
repute, not respectable; discreditable. 

disrepute', n. 

disrespect (dis-r6-spekt'>, n. Want of 
respect or reverence; incivility; an act 
of rudeness, disrespectful, a. 
disrobe (dis-r5b'), v. To undress, 
disrupt (dis-rupt') [DI8-, L. ruptus, broken], 
v.t. To tear asunder, break in pieces, 
dissatisfy (di-s&t'is-fl), v.t. To fall short 
of the expectations of; to make discon¬ 
tented. dissatisfaction, n. 
dissect (di-sekt') [DI3-, L. secle , cut], v.t. 
To cut in pieces; to cut up an organism 
so as to examine the parts, etc., in detail, 
dissection, n. dissector, n. 
dissemble (di-sembl') [DIS-, L. simuldre , 
to simulate], v.t. To hide under a false 
appearance; to simulate, v.t. To cloak, 
conceal; to hide one’s feelings, etc., play 
the hypocrite, dissembler, n. 
disseminate (di-sem'-inat) [dis-, L. 
simindte, sown], v.t. To scatter abroad, 
as seed; to diffuse. 

dissension (di-sen'shfin) [as foil.], n. 

Disagreement of opinion; discord, strife, 
dissent (di-sent') [DIS-, L. tentire , to feel], 
v.t. To differ in opinion; to hold opposite 
views; to withhold assent or approval, n. 
Difference or disagreement of opinion; 
refusal or assent; the principles of dis¬ 
senters from the established Church. 
Dissenter, n. One who dissents from 
an established Church, esp. a member of 
a sect that has separated from the Church 
of England. 

dissentient (di-sen'shi-6nt) [as prec.], a. 
Disagreeing or differing in opinion, n. 
One who holds or expresses contrary views, 
dissertation (dis-6r-t&'shiin) [dis-, L. 
sertus , joined], n. A formal discourse; 
a disquisition, treatise, essay. 


disservice (dis-sSr'vis), n. An injury, 
detriment. 

dissident (dis'i-d6nt) [DIS-, L. sidens , sit¬ 
ting], a. Disagreeing, dissenting, n. One 
who dissents from any motion, 
dissimilar (di-sim'i-lar), a. Not similar; 
unlike; discordant. 

dissimulate (di-sim'u-lat) [L. dissimu¬ 
late]. v.t. To dissemble, conceal, dis¬ 
guise. dissimulation, n. 
dissipate (dis'i-pat) [L. dissipate.] v.t. 
To scatter, disperse; to squander, waste, 
fritter away. e.i. To be dispersed, 
vanish; to indulge in dissolute enjoyment, 
dissipated, a. Scattered, given to dissi¬ 
pation, dissolute, dissipation, ». 
dissociate (di-so'shi-St) [DI8-, L. sociatus , 
associated], v.t . To separate, to discon¬ 
nect. dissociation, n. 
dissoluble (dis'61-uhl) [as DISSOLVE], a. 
That can be dissolved or decomposed, 
dissolute (dis'6-lut) [as dissolve], a. 

Loose in conduct; licentious, dehauched. 
dissolution (dis-A-lutbun) [as next], n. 
The act or process of dissolving, disinte¬ 
grating, etc.; liquefaction, death , separ¬ 
ation of a meeting, assembly, or Parlia¬ 
ment. 

dissolve (di-zolv') [nrs-, L. tolr.ere , to 
loosen], v.t. To liquefy, melt; to decom¬ 
pose, to break up; to put an end to (as 
a meeting, etc.); to annul v.i. To 
become liquefied; to disintegrate; to 
break up. separate; to fade away, 
dissonant (dis'6-nant) [L. dissonans. being 
unlike in sound], a. Discordant, inhar¬ 
monious; harsh, dissonance, n. 
dissuade (di-swad*) [dis-, i,. suddfre, to 
persuade], v.t. To seek to persuade not 
to do some act; to advise against, dis¬ 
suasion, n. dissuasive, a Tending 
to dissuade. n. A dissuasive argument, 
distaff (dis'taH [A.-S. distxf], n. A cleft 
stick, on which wool or carded cotton was 
wound for spinning. 

distance (dis'tans) [as foil.], n. The extent 
of separation between two objects. remote¬ 
ness in space or time, a set interval; 
reserve, coolness; separation in rank or 
relationship. the remoter parts of a view, 
background of a picture, vj. To leave 
behind in a race; to outstrip, outdo, 
distant (dis'tAnt) [L. dis tans, pres. p. of 
distdre (DIS-, stdre, to stand)], a Separ¬ 
ated by intervening space; remote in 
space, time, succession, consanguinity, 
resemblance, kind, or nature; not plain 
or obvious; reserved, cool, 
distaste (dis-tAst'), n. Disrelish, dislike, 
disinclination (for), distasteful, a. 
Offensive, displeasing, distastefulness, n. 
distemper (1) (dis-tem'p6r) [dis-, L. 
temperare , to temper, mix in due pro¬ 
portions], n. A derangement of the 
health or mind; a catarrhal disorder in 
young dogs; discontent; political disturb¬ 
ance. distempered, a. Disordered in 
mind or body; intemperate, immoderate, 
distemper (2) [as prec.], v.t. To paint or 
1 colour with distemper, n. A method 
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ot painting with colours diluted with size 
instead of oil, the coloured preparation, 
distend ^dis-tend 7 ) [DIS-, L. tendere, to 
stretch], v.t. To spread out; to Inflate; 
to cause to open. v.t. To swell out. dis¬ 
tension, n. 

distich (dis'tik) [DI- (2), Gr. stichos, a 
row], n. Two lines of poetry making 
complete sense. 

distil vdis-til') [DI- (1), L. stilla, a drop], 
r.i. To fall in drops: to trickle; to 
undergo the process of distillation, v.t. 
To extract by means of vaporization and 
condensation; to make, obtain, or purify 
by this process; to let fall in drops, dis- 
tillation, n. distiller, n. A manu¬ 
facturer of spirit* by distillation, dis¬ 
tillery, n. A building where spirits are 
produced by distillation, 
distinct {dis-tinkt') [as next], a. Different, 
separate; unmistakable, clear, plain, 
definite, distinction, n. A mark or 
note of difference; a distinguishing quality; 
discrimination. that which differentiates; 
title, rank, superiority, distinctive, o. 
distinctness, n. 

distinguish ^ dis-ting'gwish) [L. distinguere , 
to mark with a prick], v.t. To discrimin¬ 
ate, differentiate. to indicate difference by 
some external mark, to perceive, recog¬ 
nize. to make eminent, prominent, or 
well known, v.i. To differentiate, to 
draw distinctions, distinguishable, a. 
distinguished, a. Marked by some 
distinctive sign or property; eminent, 
remarkable, distinguishing, a. 
distort «di*-tort'i [DIS-, L. tortus, twisted], 
v.t. To twist the natural shape or direc¬ 
tion, to pervert from the true meaning, 
distortion, n. 

distract t dis-trftkt 7 ) [DI3-, L. tractus , drawn], 
v.t. To divert the mind or attention 
(from), to draw in different directions, 
to confuse, bewilder, perplex; to drive 
mad. to craze, distracted, o. Dis¬ 
turbed mentally, crazed; harassed, per¬ 
plexed. distraction, n. 
distrain (dis-trAn 7 ) [DI- (1), L. stringere , 
to strain, compress], v.t. To seize (person 
or goods) for debt. v.i. To levy a dis¬ 
tress. distraint, n. 

distraught (dis-trawt 7 ) [as distract], a. 

Bewildered, agitated, distracted, 
distress (dis-tres 7 ) [L. districtus. as DIS¬ 
TRAIN], n. Extreme anguish of mind or 
body; misery, poverty, destitution; 
calamity, misfortune; the act of distrain¬ 
ing; goods taken in distraint, v.t. To 
afflict with anxiety, unhappiness, or anguish 
to vex, to distrain, distressful, a. 
Painful, afflictive; attended by distress, 
distressing, a. Afflicting; awakening 
pity or compassion. 

distribute (dis-trib'ut) [L. distribute], v.t. 
To divide or deal out, to disperse, to give 
in charity; to classify, distributable, a. 
distribu'tion, n. 

distributive (dis-trib'u-tiv) [as prec.], a. 
Distributing or allotting the proper share 
to each; pertaining to distribution, n. 


A word that expresses distribution, e.g. 
each , every, either , neither, distributively, 
adv. 

district (dis'trikt) [L. districtus , p.p. of 
distringere , to DISTRAIN], n. A limited 
portion of territory for judicial, adminis 
trative, fiscal, or other purposes; a region 
tract of country. 

distrust (dis-trfist 7 ), v.t. To have no 
confidence in; to question the reality 
truth, or sincerity of. n. Want of con¬ 
fidence or faith (in); suspicion, distrust¬ 
ful, a. Suspicious, without confidence, 
disturb (dis-terb 7 ) [DIS-, L. turbdre, to 
trouble], v.t. To agitate, disquiet, dis¬ 
compose, unsettle; to hinder, interrupt 
interfere with, disturbance, n. 
disunion (dis-u'ny6n), n. Disagreement, 
disuse (dis-us 7 ), n. A cessation of use, 
practice, or exercise. 

disyllable (di-sil 7 Abl) [DI- (2), SYLLABLE], 
n. A w ord or metrical foot of two syllables, 
disyllab'ic, a. 

ditch (dich) [A.-S. die], A trench forming 
•<% boundary, drain, or protection to a 
fortress, v.i. To dig or repair ditches, 
ditto (dit'6) [It.], n. (pi. -os). That 
which has been said before; the same thing, 
a similar thing (often written do.), 
ditty (dit't) [L. dietdtum , a thing dictated], 
n A little song, an air. 
diurnal (dIAr'-n&l) [L. diumus , daily], a. 
Pertaining to day-time; performed in a 
day, daily. 

divagation (dl-va-gA'shun) [DI- (1), L. 
vagatus , wandered], n. A rambling, 
digression. 

divan tdi-v&n 7 ) [Turk.], n. A court of 
justice, the highest council of state in the 
Ea«t, a thickly-cushioned seat against 
the wall of a room. 

dive (dlv) [A.-S. dQfan], v.i. To plunge 
head first under water; to descend quickly; 
to thrust one’s hand rapidly into some¬ 
thing ; to enter deeply into anything. 
n. A sudden plunge head foremost into 
water, a sudden dart, diver, n. 
diverge (di-v5rj 7 ) [DI- (1), L. vergere, to 
bend], r.t. To tend in different directions, 
to branch off; to vary from a normal form; 
to deviate, divergence, -ency, n 
divergent, a. 

divers (di'v&rz) [O.P., from L. dlversus, 
various], a. Several, sundry, 
diverse (dl-vers 7 ) [as prec.], a. Different, 
varying, multiform, diversely, adv. di¬ 
verseness, n. diversify, v.t. To make 
different from others; to give variety to. 
diversion (di-ver 7 shun) [as next], n. The 
act of diverting, that which serves to 
divert the mind, business, etc.; a relaxa¬ 
tion, distraction, amusement, diversity, 
n. Difference, unlikeness; variety, 
divert (di-v5rt 7 ) [DI- (1), L. vertere, to turn], 
v.t. To turn aside, to deflect; to turn in 
another direction, to avert; to distract, 
entertain, amuse, diverting, a. 
divest (di-vest 7 ) [DI- (1), L. vest is, a gar¬ 
ment], v.t. To strip of clothing; to 
deprive, rid (of). 
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divide (di-vld') [L. divider e], v.t. To part 
asunder; to sever, separate, break into 
parts; to distribute, deal out; to make a 
passage through; to form the boundary 
between, to sunder, to classify; to take a 
portion of with others; to destroy unity 
amongst; to perform the operation of 
division. ».*. To be separated; to 
share; to diverge; to express decision by 
separating into two parts; to be disunited 
in feelings, opinions, etc. divider, n. 
dividend (div'i-dend) [L. dividendum, as 
prec.], n. Share of a bankrupt’s assets, 
the profits of a company, etc. 
divine (1) (di-vin') [L. divin&re , as foil.], 
v.t. To find out by inspiration, magic, or 
intuition; to foresee; to guess, feel a 
presentiment of. v.i. To practise divina¬ 
tion. diviner, n. divlna'tion, n. 
divine (2) (di-vin') [L. divinus, cogn. with 
divus, deus , god], a. Pertaining to, of the 
nature of God or a god; godlike, celestial; 
pertaining to theology, n. A clergyman, 
ecclesiastic, theologian, divinely, adv. 
divinity, n. The quality of being divine, 
deity, godhead; God; a deity; the 
science of divine things; theology, 
divisible (di-viz'ibl) [L. divisibilis, as 
divide], a. Capable of division, esp. into 
equal parts by a divisor without a re¬ 
mainder. divisibility, n. division (di- 
vizb'un), n. The act of dividing; the 
state of being divided; separation* dis¬ 
tribution; a boundary, partition, distinct 
part; an administrative unit; a separate 
body of men, esp. soldiers under the 
command of a general officer; a number 
of vessels under one command; disunion, 
disagreement; (Pari.) the separation of 
members for the purpose of voting; 
(Math.) the process of dividing, di¬ 
visional, a. divisor (di-vi'z6rl, n. That 
number by which a dividend is divided; 
one that divides another without a 
remainder. 

divorce (di-v6rs') [L. divortium , as DIVERT], 
n. Legal dissolution of the marriage tie; 
a separation of things closely connected. 
v.t. To dissolve by legal process the bonds 
of marriage between; to obtain a divorce 
from; to disunite things closely con¬ 
nected. 

divulge (di-viilj') [DI- (1), L. vulg&re , to 
publish], v.t. To make known; to reveal, 
disclose, divulgence, n. 
dizzy (diz'i) [A.-S. dysig , foolish], a. Giddy, 
dazed; causing dizziness, confusing, 
dizzily, adv. dizziness, n. 
do (doo) [A.-S. d6ri] (past, did, didst; p.p. 
done, dun), v.t. and aux. To execute, 
perform, effect, transact, carry out; to 
produce, make; to complete, accomplish; 
to cause, to render (good, evil, honour, 
etc., to); to cook; to play the part of; 
to cheat, swindle; to fatigue, exhaust, v.i. 
To act, behave; to perform deeds; to 
finish, cease; to fare; to get on; to suffice, 
to answer the purpose, n. A swindle, 
docile (do'sil) [L. docilis], a. Willing or 
ready to learn; tractable, docil'ity, n. 


dock (1) (dok) [A.-S. docce ], n. A common 
weed. 

dock (2) [Teut.], n. The solid part of an 
animal’s tail; the tail after being cut 
short. v.t. To cut the tail off; to abridge, 
dock (3) [cp. M. Dut. docke , dockke (mod. 
Dut. dvk), also prov. Eng. doke. a hollow], 
n. An artificial basin in which ships are 
built or repaired, or where they load and 
unload; an enclosure between platforms 
where railway lines terminate, v.t. To 
bring into or place in dock, docker, n. 
A labourer at the docks, dockyard, n. 
A large enclosed area where vessels are 
built or repaired. 

dock (4) [PI. dok, a hutch, a pen], n. The 
enclosure for prisoners in a criminal court, 
docket (dok'efc) [?], n. A summary; a 
register of judgments; a list of cases for 
trial, summary of business to be dealt with; 
a label with address. 

doctor (dok'tSr) [L., from docSrt, to teach], 
n. A qualified practitioner of medicine 
or surgery ; one who has taken the highest 
degree at a University; a learned man. 
t .1. To administer medicines to; to treat 
medically; to patch up; to adulterate, 
to falsify, doctorate, n. The degree, 
rank, or title of a doctor, 
doctrinaire (dok-tri-n&r') [L. doctrina, 
doctrine], n. One who theorizes, esp. iu 
politics, a. Visionary, impractical, 
doctrine (dok'trin) [L. doctrina, from 
doctor], n. That which is taught; the 
principles, tenets, or dogmas of any church, 
sect, school, etc. doctri'nal, a. 
document (dok'u-ment) [L. documentum, 
from docire, to teach], n. A paper con¬ 
taining information for the establishment 
of facts ; written evidence or proof. 
v.t. To furnish with or prove by means 
of documents, documen'tary, a. 
dodec-, dodeca- (Gr. dddeka], pref. 
Twelve, dodec'agon, n. A plane figure 
of 12 equal angles and sides, dodecabe'- 
dron, n. A solid figure of 12 equal sides, 
each of which is a regular pentagon, 
dodge (doj) [?], v.i. To start aside 
suddenly, esp. so as to elude pursuit, etc.; 
to act trickily, to quibble, v.t. To 
escape from by starting aside; to evade 
by craft; to cheat, n. A sudden start 
or movement to one side; a trick, artifice, 
evasion; a skilful expedient, dodger, n. 
dodo (d5'd5) [Port, doudo, foolish], n. A 
large bird with rudimentary wings, 
formerly found In Mauritius, 
doe (do) [A.-S. dS\, n. The female of the 
fallow deer; also of the rabbit, hare, and 
some other animals. 

doff (dof) [DO off], v.t. To take off (as 
clothes); to discard. 

dog (dog) [A.-S. docga ], ». A wild or 
domesticated quadruped of numerous 
breeds; the male of the wolf, fox, and 
other animals; a surly or a contemptible 
person; a gay young fellow; various 
mechanical contrivances acting as hold¬ 
fasts; an andiron, hammer of a fire-arm. 
v.t. To follow like a dog; to track, dog- 










doge 


119 


dope 


cart, n. A light, two-wheeled, double- 
seated, one-horse vehicle. dog-days, 
n.pl. The period (July and Aug.) when 
the dog-star rises and sets with the sun, a 
conjunction formerly supposed to bring 
great heat, dog-fish, n. A species of 
small sharks which follow their prey in 
packs, whence the name, dog-rose, n. 
The wild brier, dog’s-ear, n. A corner 
of a leaf turned down like a dog’s ear. 
dog-watch, n. ( Naut .) One of two 
watches of two hours each between 4 and 
8 p.m. 

doge (doj) [It.], n. The chief magistrate 
of the old republics of Venice and Genoa. 
Jogged (dog'ed) [DOG, -ED], a. Stubborn, 
persistent, tenacious; doggedly, adv. 
doggerel (dog'er-61) [?], a. and n. Loose, 
irregular verses. 

dogma (dog'ma) [Gr., from dokein , to seem, 
to think], n. A principle, tenet, or system 
of doctnnss established on authority, as 
opposed to one deduced from experience 
or reasoning; a positive or arrogant ex¬ 
pression of opinion. dogma'tic, a. 
Pertaining to dogma, doctrinal; based on 
theory; positive, authoritative; arrogant, 
dictatorial, dog'matism, n. dogma¬ 
tize, v.i. To make dogmatic assertions. 
Jolly (doi'li) [name of maker], n. A small 
ornamental mat for bottles, glasses, etc. 
doings (doo'ingz) [DO], n.pl. Things done; 
events, affairs, goings-on. 
doldrums (dol'drumz) [?], n.pl. Low 
spirits, the dumps; that part of the ocean 
near the equator where calms and variable 
winds prevail. 

dole (1) (dol) [O.F. doel, L. dolor], n. 
Sorrow,' lamentation; a cause of grief, 
doleful, a. Sad ; afflicted, dismal, 
gloomy, dolefulness, n. 
dole (2) [A.-S. dal , deal (1)], n. A share, 
portion; free distribution of alms, money, 
or food. v.t. To distribute, 
doll (dol) [Dorothy], n. A child’s toy-baby; 

a pretty but vacuous woman, dollish, a. 
dollar (dol'ar) [G. thaler], n. A silver coin 
of the U.S., worth (nominally) about 
4s. lid.; (slang) five shillings, 
dolly (dol'i) [doll, - Y], n. A pet name for 
a doll. 

dolman (dol'm&n) [Turk. dOldm&ri], n. 
A woman’s loose mantle with hanging 
sleeves; a hussar’s jacket, 
dolmen (dol'mAn) [Corn.], n. A cromlech, 
dolour (dol'or) [O.F., from L. dolor , grief], 
n. Pain, suffering, sorrow, lamentation, 
dolorous (dol'or-us), a. 
dolphin (dol'fin) [L. delphlnus, see DAU¬ 
PHIN], ». A cetacean resembling the 
porpoise. 

dolt (d61t) [?], n. A stupid fellow; a 
numskull, doltish, a. 

-dom [A.-S. dOm, judgment], suf. Noting 
power, etc. as earldom , kingdom. 
domain (do-m&n') [as dominion), n. 
District over which control is or may be 
exercised; one’s landed property, estate, 
dome (dom) [It. duomoi L. domus , a house], 
n. A rounded roof, the base of which is a 


circle, ellipse, or polygon; a stately 
building; any dome-shaped object, 
domestic (domes'tik) [F. domestique , L. 
domesticus , from domus , home], a. Per¬ 
taining to the home or household; fond 
of home; tame, not wild; relating to the 
interval affairs of a nation; not foreign, 
n. A household servant, domesticate, 
v.t. To accustom to domestic life and 
household management; to tame, 
domicile (dom'i-sil) [L. domicilium ], n. 
A place of abode, esp. of permanent 
residence, v.t. To establish in a residence, 
dominant (dom'i-nant) [L. dominans , 
ruling], a. Governing; overshadowing, 
supereminent. n. (Mus.) The fifth note 
of the scale of any key. 
dominate (dom'i-nSt) [L. dominatus , ruled], 
v.t. To predominate over; to be the chief; 
to overlook (as a hill), v.i. To prevail. 
domiGa'tion, n Rule, control, 
domineer (dom-i-n€r') [as prec.], v.i. To 
exercise authority arrogantly, 
dominical (do-min'ik-al) [L. dominus, 
lord], a. Pertaining to the Lord or the 
Lord’s Day 

Dominican (db-min'ik-an), n. One of an 
order of preaching friars, founded in 1216 
by St. Dominic; a black friar, 
dominie (dom'i-ni) [L. domine % sir], n. A 
pedagogue, schoolmaster, 
dominion (dd-min'yon) [L. dominium , 
from dominus lord], n. Sovereign 
authority; control, rule; a district, region, 
etc., under one government, 
domino (dom'i-no) [Sp. or F.], n. A 
masquerade dress, a loose cloak with a 
small mask; a half mask; a person wear¬ 
ing this; (pi.) a game played with twenty- 
eight oblong dotted pieces of ivory, 
don (1) (don) [Sp., from L. dominus, lord], 
n. A Spanish title (like Eng. “Mr.”); a 
Spaniard; a fellow or tutor of a college; 
a person of distinction, 
don (2) [DO ON], v.t. To put on, assume, 
donation (do-na'shun) [L. dOnum , a gift], 
n. A gift, presentation, contribution, 
done (dun) [DO], p.p. Performed exe¬ 
cuted; (colloq.) cheated, baffled, 
donee (do-ne') [L. ddnum , a gift], n. The 
person to whom anything is given, 
donkey (dong'ki) [?], n. An ass; (fig.) a 
stupid person. 

donor (do'nbr) [L. dOn&re , to give], n. A 
giver. 

doom (doom) [A.-S. cOm], n. Judgment; 
judicial decision; condemnation; destiny; 
ruin, perdition, v.t. To condemn to 
punishment; to consign to ruin, dooms¬ 
day, n. The Day of Judgment; the end 
of the world. 

door (dor) [A.-S. dor], n. A hinged frame 
of boards, etc., closing an entrance; 
entrance, exit, access, means of approach, 
door-keeper, n. A porter, janitor, 
door-step, n. A step leading up to an 
outer door, door-way, n. An opening 
in a wall fitted with a door, 
dope (d6p) [Dut. doop , sauce], n. Any 
stupefying drink or drug. v.t. To stuoefy 




dor 


120 


down 


with drink, to drug. v.i. To indulge in 
harmful drugs. 

dor (dor) [A.-S. dora], n. Name of several 
insects that make a loud humming in 

dorado (d 6 -ra'do) [Sp., gilded], n. A fish 
of brilliant colouring (see DOLPHIN). 
Dorian (dor'i-an), a. Of or relating to 
Doris, in ancient Greece, or its inhabitants. 
Doric (dor'ik), a. Dorian; applied to a 
broad rustic dialect, and to the earliest, 
strongest, and most simple of the three 
Grecian orders of architecture, 
uormanl (dor'niAnt) (F., sleeping], a. 
Torpid, inactive; inoperative, in abey¬ 
ance. dormancy, n. 

dormer (dbr'mAr) [O.F. dormeor ], n. A 
window in a sloping roof, having a vertical 
frame and a gaoie. 

dormitory (dorimi-tbr-i) [L. dormitSnum~], 
n. A sleeping-chamber for a number of 
occupants, esp. in a school, etc. 
dormouse (ddr'mous) [F. dormir , to sleep, 
MOUSE], n. A small hibernating rodefflf. 
dorsal (ddr'sAl) [L. dorsum , the back], a. 

Pertaining to the back; ridge-shaped, 
dory (dbr'i) [F. dorie, gilded], n. A 
golden-yellow sea-fish, the John Dory, 
dose (dos) [Gr. dosis, a giving], n. The 
quantity of medicine taken at one time; 
anything unpleasant which one has to 
take. v.l. To administer doses, 
dot (dot) [A.-S. dott], n. A little spot 
made with a pen, etc.; a period mark, a 
point over i or j; a tiny thing or child. 
v.i. To make dots or spots, v.t. To 
mark with dots. 

dote (d6t) [Teut.], v.i. To have the in¬ 
tellect impaired, esp. by age; to be 
infatuated: dotage, n. dotard, «. 
dotterel (dot'Ar-el) [from DOTE], n. A 
small migratory plover; a dupe, a dotard, 
double (dfibl) [O.F., from L. duplus , 
twofold], a. Composed of two; form¬ 
ing a pair, twofold; folded; twice 
as much, as great, or as many; of 
two kinds; ambiguous; hypocritical, 
deceitful, adv. Twice; in two ways; 
in twice the number, quantity, amount, 
strength, etc.; two together, n. Twice 
as much or as many, a double quantity; 
a bend or twist (in a road, etc.); a wraith; 
an understudy; {Mil.) running, the pace 
for charging; a turn in running; a game 
between two pairs, v.t. To increase by 
an equal quantity, amount, number, value, 
etc.; to multiply by two; to fold, to bend, 
turn upon itself; to be twice as much as; 
to play two (parts) in the same play; to 
sail round or by; to make a duplicate of. 
» ,i. To become twice as much or as great; 
to enlarge a wager to twice the previous 
amount; to turn or wind to escape 
pursuit, double-bass, n. The largest 
and lowest-toned of the stringed instru¬ 
ments. double-dealing, a. Deceitful, 
tricky. n. Such conduct, duplicity. 
double-Dutch, n. Gibberish, jargon; a 
language not understood by the hearer, 
double-dyedt a. Stained or tainted 


with infamy; doubly infamous, double- 
faced, o. Double-dealing; insincere, 
doubly, adv. 

doublet (diib'lAt) [F., dim. of prec.], n. 
One of a pair; one of two words from the 
same root, but differing in meaning; a 
close-fitting garment from the neck to a 
little below the waist, 
doubloon (dub-loon') [Sp.], n. A Spanish 
gold coin, worth about a guinea, 
doubt fdout) [L. dubildLre\ v.i. To be in 
uncertainty about anything; to hesitate, 
waver. v.t. To think questionable; to 
hesitate to believe or assent to; to distrust 
or suspect, n. Uncertainty upon any 
point, action, or statement; an unsettled 
state of opinion; indecision, hesitation; 
distrust, inclination to disbelieve; a 
question, problem; suspicion. doubter, 
n. doubtful, o. Uncertain, admitting 
of doubt; ambiguous, undecided, hesitat¬ 
ing, suspicious, doubtfully, adv. doubt - 
Ingly, adv. doubtless, adv. Assuredly, 
admittedly. 

douche fdoosh) [F.], n. A jet of water 
directed upon some part of the body; an 
instrument for applying this. v.i. To 
apply or take a douche, 
dough (dfi) [A.-S. dd/i], n. The paste of 
bread, etc., yet unbaked, doughy, a. 
doughty (don't!) [A.-S. dohtv 7 ], a. Brave, 
valiant, redoubtable, doughtily, adv. 
dour (door) [L. durus , hard], o. Stern, 
severe, sullen, pertinacious, 
douse (dous) [?], v.t. To plunge into 
water, to drench; to extinguish, 
dove (d&v) [A.-S. dUfe], n. One of several 
kinds of pigeon* an emblem of innocence; 
the symbol of tne Boly Ghost; a term of 
endearment, dove-cot, n. ▲ small 
house for domestic pigeons, 
dovetail (dfiv't&J) [dove, TaIL],n. A mode 
of fastening boards together by fitting 
tenons, shaped tike a dove’s tail spread 
out, into corresponding cavities; a joint 
of this kind. v.t. To fit together; to fit 
exactly. 

dowager (dou'A-JAr) [O.F. douagere , as 
dower], n. A widow in possession of a 
dower; a title given to a widow to dis¬ 
tinguish her from the wife of her husband’s 
heir. 

dowdy (dou'di) [M.E. doted , a shabby 
person], n. A shabby, badly or vulgarly 
dressed woman, a. Awkward, shabby, 
unfashionable, dowdily, adv. 
dower (dou'er) [O.F. doaire % L. dOtSrium , 
from ddtdre. to endow], n. The property 
which a wife brings to her husband in 
marriage; that part of the husband’s 
property which his widow enjoys during 
her life; dowry, v.t. To endow, 
dowlas (dou'lAs) [ Doulas , Brittany], n, 
A kind of coarse linen or calico, 
down (1) (doun) [A.-S. dfln], n. A tract 
of upland, esp. the chalk uplands of 8 . 
England. 

down (2) [Icel. rfflnn], n. The fine soft 
plumage of young birds or that found 
under the feathers, downy, a. 
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down (3) [A.-S. of-dane , ADOWN], adv. 
From a higher to a lower position, on the 
ground; below the horizon; from former 
to later times, from north to south; away 
from the capital, etc.; with a stream or 
current; Into less bulk; to finer consist¬ 
ency ; at a low level, prostrate; downstairs 
out of bed. prep. Along, In a descending 
direction; from the upper to a lower part 
of; at a lower part of; towards the mouth 
of. a. Moving or directed towards a 
lower position; downcast, 
downfall (doun'fawl), n. A fall of rain, 
snow, etc.; a sudden loss of prosperity, 
reputation, etc., ruin, overthrow, 
downhill (doun'hil), a. Descending, slop¬ 
ing downwards, adv. (doun-hir). On a 
descending slope; towards ruin or disgrace, 
downpour (doun'pdr), n. A heavy per¬ 
sistent fall ol rain. 

downright (doun'rlt, doun-rit'), a. Directed 
straight downwards; directly to the point; 
unequivocal; outspoken, blunt, adv. 
Straight downwards; thoroughly, 
downstairs (dutin-starz'), udv. Down 
the "(airs; on 01 to a lower floor, n. 
The io«e> part of a building, 
downtrodden (douu'trodn), a. Trodden 
under foot, oppressed , tyrannised over, 
downward, -s (doun'wdrd, •*), adv. 
From a higner to a lower position, con¬ 
dition, etc., from earlier to later; from 
superior to inferior, etc. a. Moving or 
tending from higher, superior, or earlier to 
lower, inferior, or later, 
dowry (dou'ri) [A.-t\ dowarie , as dowkr], 
n. The property which a wife brings to 
her husband 

doxology (dok-sol' 6 -ll) [Or. doxa, glory, 
-LOOT], a. A brief formula or hymn of 
praise to God. 

doze (d 6 z> [Scand.], v.i. To be half 
asleep, to sleep lightly, v.t. To spend in 
drowsy Inaction, n. A light sleep, 
dozen ^dfizn) [O.F. dozaine], n. An 
aggregate of twelve things, 
drab (1) (drUb) [Gael, drabach ], n. A 
prostitute, a slut. 

drab ( 2 > (dr&b) [F. drap t clothj, a. Of a 
dull brown or dun colour, commonplace, 
monotonous n. Drab colour, 
draconian, draconic (dra-ko'ni-an, -kon'- 
ik) [1/ruco, an extremely severe Athenian 
legislator], o. Inflexible, severe, cruel, 
draft draft) [DRAUGHT], n. The first out¬ 
line of a document; a rough sketch of work 
to be executed; an order for the payment 
of money; • number of men selected for 
some special purpose, a contingent, v.t. 
To draw up an oatline of,, to draw off 
(a portion of a larger body) for some special 
purpose, draftsman, a. One who draws 
up documents; a draughtsman, 
drag (drag) [? a var. of DRAW], v.t. To 
pull along the ground by main force; to 
haul; to draw along with difficulty; to 
search (a river, etc.) with a grapnel; to 
put a drag on (a wheel), v.i. To trail 
along the ground; to search a river, etc. 
with a grapnel. ». Anything which re¬ 


tards movement; a skid, to cheek the speed 
of a vehicle; an open four-horse coach; 
a dredge, grapnel, drag-net; an artificial 
scent. 

dragoman (drag'6-man) [O.Arab. tar - 
gumdn , interpreter], n. (pi. -mans) A 
guide. Interpreter, and agent for travellers 
in the Bast. * 

dragon (drSg'bn) [Gr. drakbn , serpent], n, 
A fabulous winged serpent with formidable 
claws, etc.; a violent, spiteful person; 
a duenna, dragon-fly, n. An insect with 
a long, brilliant body and two pairs of 
large wings. 

dragoon Vdra-goou') [F. dragon , a kind of 
musket], n. A heavy cavalry soldier, 
v.i. To subdue by force, 
drain (dr&n) [A.-S. dreahman ], v.t. To 
draw off gradually; to exhaust; to drink 
up; to deprive (of vitality, resources, etc.), 
v.t. To flow off gradually; to be emptied 
of moisture n. The act of draining; a 
strain, exhaustion, a channel for convey¬ 
ing water, sewage, etc. drainage, n. 
drainer, n. One who or that which drains; 
one who constructs drains; a vessel in 
which things are put to drain, pumping- 
engine for removing water from mines, etc. 
drake (dr&kj [?], n. The male of the 
duck. 

dram (drS,m) [DRACHM], ». The eighth 
part of an ounce (apoth. wt.); the six¬ 
teenth part of an ounce (avoirdupois), 
drama (cira'mA) [Gr.], n. A composition 
representing life and action, usually in¬ 
tended for performance on the stage; a 
series oi related and interesting events; 
dramatic art or literature, dramat'ic, 
-ical, a. dram'atist, n. dramatize, 
v.t. To set forth as drama; to convert 
(story, novel, etc.) into a play, 
drape (dr&p) [F. <frap, cloth], v.t. To 
cover with cloth, etc. draper, n. One 
who deals in doth and other fabrics, 
drastic (driis'tik) [Gr. drastikos], a. Acting 
vigorously , effective, efficacious, 
draught (draft) [A.-S. dragan , to draw], n . 
The act of drawing; the quantity of fish 
taken in one sweep of a net, or of liquor 
drunk at once; a dose; a current of air; 
the depth to which a ship sinks in water; a 
draft, a preliminary design or plan; (pi.) 
a game for two played on a chess-board 
with draughtsmen. 

draughtsman (drafts'm&n) [DRAUGHT, 
man], n. One who draws, designs, or 
plans, a piece used in the game of draughts, 
draughtsmanship, n. 
draughty (draf'ti) [DRAUGHT, -Yj, m. Full 
of currents of air. draughtiness, n. 
draw (draw) [A.-S. dragan] t v.t. (p.p. 
drawn). To pull or haul along, towards, 
out, or up from, to cause to come forth, to 
elicit; to take; to infer, deduce; to inhale; 
to draft, picture; stretch, protract; to 
disembowel; to unsheathe (as a sword); 
to attract; to search for game; to write 
(cheque, draft, order) on a banker, etc.; 
to require a specified depth of water to 
float; to leave undecided, as a match- 
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e.t. To pull; to attract; to allow free 
current, etc. (as a chimney, pipe); to 
practise the art of delineation; to write 
out a draft for payment, n. The act or 
power of drawing; a pull, attraction, lure; 
the act of drawing lots, or a covert; a lot 
or chance drawn; a drawn contest; a 
device to elicit information, 
drawback (draw'b&k), n. Money paid 
back, esp. excise or import duty; a 
deduction, rebate; a disadvantage, in¬ 
convenience, obstacle, 
drawbridge (draw'brij), n. A bridge that 
may be raised on hinges, 
drawer (draw'er) [draw, -er], n. One 
who draw T s; one who draws a bill or order 
for the payment of money; a tapster, a 
barman; (draw) a sliding receptacle in 
a table etc.; (pi., drawz) an undergarment 
for the lower limbs, drawing, n. The 
action of the verb; the art of representing 
objects by means of lines drawn with a 
pencil, crayon, etc.; a delineation of this 
kind; the distribution of prizes in a 
lottery; (pi.) takings, receipts, 
drawing-room (draw'ing room) [formerly 
withdrawing], n. A room for the reception 
of company; formal reception by a 
sovereign. 

drawl (drawl) [? from draw], v.t. To 
utter in a slow, lengthened tone. r.t. 
To speak thus. n. This manner of 
speaking. 

dray (dra) [as draw], n. A low cart of 
strong and heavy construction, 
dread (dred) [A.-S. droedan ], r. To 
fear greatly; to anticipate with terror, 
n. Great fear; apprehension of evil; awe; 
the person or thing dreaded, a. Exciting 
great fear or terror, frightful; awe-inspir¬ 
ing. dreadful, a. Inspiring dread; terrible, 
dreadnought (dred'nawt) [dread, 
naught], n. One totally devoid of fear; 
a large and powerful battleship, 
dream (drem) [A.-S. dream], n. A vision; 
thoughts and images that pass through the 
mind of a sleeping person; a fancy, 
reverie; a chimerical scheme, v.i. (past 
dreamt or dreamed). To have visions; 
to think, to imagine as in a dream, v.t. 
To see, hear, feel, etc., in a dream; to 
imagine or conceive in a visionary fashion 
or in imagination, dreamland, n. The re¬ 
gion of fancy or imagination, dreamer, n. 
dreary (drgr'i), drear (drer) [A.-S. 
drecrig], a. Dismal, gloomy, drearily, 
adr. dreariness, n. 

dredge (1) (drej) [as draw], n. A drag¬ 
net for taking oysters; an apparatus for 
dragging up objects from the bottom of 
the sea, etc. v.t. To gather, bring up, 
remove, or clear away with a dredge, 
dredger, (1), n. One who or that which 
dredges; a ballast-lighter, 
dredge (2) [M.E. dragie, O.F. dragee , late 
L. and Gr. tragemata, condiments], v.t. 
To sprinkle with flour, etc. dredger (2), 
n. A box with perforated lid for sprinkling, 
dregs (dregz)[ Scand.], n. The sediment 
or lees of liquor; worthless refuse. 


drench (drench) [A.-S. drencan ], v.t. To 
wet thoroughly; to soak, saturate; to 
purge violently. «. A liquid medicine 
for horses or cattle; a soaking; a large 
medicinal draught. 

dress (dres) [O.F. dresser], v.t. To make 
straight; to order, arrange; to clothe, 
attire; to decorate with flags, etc; to 
furnish with costumes; to cleanse, trim; 
to curry or rub down (as a horse); to 
prepare for use, to cook; to manure; to 
square and give a smooth surface to. v.i. 
To clothe oneself; to put on evening 
clothes; to pay great attention to dress; 
(Mil ) to arrange oneself in proper position 
in a line. n. Garments, apparel; a 
lady’s gown, dressy, a. Fond of showy 
dress; stylish, smart. 

dresser (1) (dres'er) [dress, -er], n. One 
who dresses another, esp, an actor for the 
stage; a surgeon’s assistant who dresses 
wounds, etc. 

dresser (2) (dres'Sr) [O.F. dresseur, as 
prec.]. n. A kitchen sideboard; formerly 
a bench on which meat w r as dressed for use. 

dressing (dres'ing) [DRESS, -INGJ, n. The 
action of the verb; gum, starch, etc., used 
in sizing or stiffening fabrics; sauce; 
manure; ointment, bandages, etc., ap¬ 
plied to a wound; a thrashing, dressing- 
gown, n. A light, loose gown worn 
during the toilet or in deshabille. 

dribble (dribl) [?], v.i. To drip quickly, 
to trickle; to slaver. 

drift (drift) [as drive], n. That which 
is driven along by a wind or current; 
a current, a driving or compelling 
force; the course of drifting; tendency, 
aim, tenor; that which is driven 
together; a loose accumulation of sand 
and debris deposited by water or ice. 
r.t. To be driven into heaps; to float 
or be carried along by a current, or by 
circumstances, v.t. To drive along or 
into heaps. 

drill (1) (dril) [Dut. drillen , to bore, to 
turn round, to exercise], v.t. To bore 
with a pointed tool, to perforate; to 
train by repeated exercise, esp. in the 
use of arms. r.t. To go through a 
course of military exercise, n. A tool 
for boring holes in hard material; 
constant practice or exercise; the act 
of drilling soldiers or sailors, the series 
of exercises by which they are rendered 
efficient; rigorous training or discipline. 

drill (2) [obs. drill , a rill]. A small 
furrow for seeds or plants; a row of 
plants. 

drill (3) (dril) [corr. of L. triliz (tri -, three, 
licium, a thread)], n. A heavy cotton 
twilled cloth. 

drink (drink) [A.-S. drincan ], v.t. (past 
drank, p.p. drunk). To swallow (a 
liquid); to absorb, suck in; to pledge, 
toast, v.i. To swallow a liquid; to 
take intoxicating liquors to excess. «. 
Something to be drunk; a draught; 
intoxicating liquor; excessive indulgence 
in this, intemperance. 
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drip (drip) [A.-S. dryppan], v.i. To 
fall in drops; to throw off moisture in 
drops, v.t. To let fall in drops, n. The 
act of dripping; that which falls in drops; 
the projecting edge of a moulding, eaves, 
dripping, n. The act of falling in drops; 
the fat which falls from roasting meat, 
drive (driv) [A.-S. drifan], v.t. (past drove, 
p.p. driven) To push or urge by force, 
esp. in a particular direction; to guide, 
direct (as a horse, engine, ship); to convey 
in a carriage; to compel; to carry on; 
to frighten into an enclosure or towards 
guns; to force (a nail, etc.) with blows; 
to bore (a tunnel, etc.), r.i. To be urged 
forward by violence; to dash, hasten; to 
drift; to travel in a carriage, esp. under 
one’s own control; to control a vehicle, 
engine, etc. n. A ride in or on a vehicle; 
the distance one is driven; a carriage¬ 
way to a house; a forward stroke at 
cricket, etc.; a driving of game, cattle, 
or an enemy; an organized tournament for 
whist, etc. driver, n. 
drizzle (drizl) [A.-S. drSosan, to fall in 
drops], v.i.. To fall, as rain, in fine drops; 
to rain slightly, n. Fine small rain, 
drizzly, a. 

droll (drol) [F. drdle], a. Odd, facetious, 
ludicrous, comical, queer, drollery, n. 
dromedary (drom'-, drhm'e-dar-i) [Gr. 
dromas - ada , running, runner], n. The 
one-humped camel of Arabia, 
drone (dron) [A.-S. dran, dram, a bee], n. 
The male of the bee, a non-worker; an 
idler, one who lives on the industry of 
others; a deep humming sound; one of the 
three lower pipes of the bagpipe, 
droop (droop) [as foll.J, v.i. To hang 
or bend down; to fail, flag, languish; to 
despond, lose heart. v.t. To let (the 
head, eyes, face) fall or hang down, 
drop (drop) [A.-S. dropa ], n. A globule 
of liquid; a minute quantity, an infinitesi¬ 
mal particle; anything resembling a drop, 
as an ear-ring; the act of dropping, a 
fall, collapse; a thing that drops or is 
dropped; part of a gallows; the distance a 
person falls when hanged; an abrupt fall in 
a surface, the amount of this. vl. To 
allow or cause to fall in drops; to cause to 
fall; to let down; to let go. v.i. To fall in 
drops; to fall; to collapse suddenly; to 
fall gently asleep; to be uttered; to cease, 
lapse, come to an end. 
dropsy (drop'si) [Gr. hudrops (hudor, 
water)], n. An accumulation of watery 
fluid in the tissues or cavities of the body, 
dropsical, a. dropsied, a. 
droshky (drosh'ki) [Russ.], n. A Russian 
open four-wheeled vehicle, 
dross (dros) [A.-S. dros), n. The scum left 
from the melting of metals; anything 
utterly useless, drossy, a. 
drought (drout) [A.-S. drugath, from 
drugian , to dry], n. Dryness; dry weather 
long continued; thirst, droughty, a. 
drove (drov) [A -S. drdf ], n. A col¬ 
lection of animals driven in a body; a 
crowd, a mass of people, esp. as moving 


together, v.i. To drive cattle in droves, 
drover, n. One who drives cattle or 
sheep to market; a cattle-dealer, 
drown (droun) [A.-S. drunenian ], v.i. 
To be suffocated in water or other liquid. 
v.t. To suffocate by submersion; to 
submerge, drench, overwhelm with water, 
drowse (drouz) [A.-S. drusian], v.i. To be 
sleepy or half asleep. v.t. To make 
drowsy, n. The state of being half 
asleep; a doze; heaviness, drowsy, a. 
Sleepy; disposing to sleep; sluggish, 
stupid, drowsiness, n. drowsily, ado. 
drub (drub) [?], v.t. To cudgel; to bead 
thoroughly in a contest, drubbing, n. 
drudge (drfij) [ ?], v.i. To perform menial 
work; to work hard with little reward. 
n. One employed in menial work, or in 
ill-paid uncongenial work; a hack, 
drudgery, n. 

drug (drug) [F. drogue ], n. Any substance 
used as an ingredient in medical prepara¬ 
tions; anything for which there is only 
a slow sale. v.t. To mix drug3 with; to 
administer drugs to, esp. narcotics; to 
render insensible with drugs; to surfeit, 
cloy, druggist, n. One who deals in 
drugs. 

drugget (driig'et) [F. droguet ], n. A coarse 
woollen fabric, felted or woven, 
druid (droo'id) [O.Celt. druidh, a magician], 
n. A priest or teacher of the early Gauls 
and Britons; an officer of the Welsh 
Gorsedd. druid ic, -ical,a. dru idism, n. 
drum (drhm) [Teut.], n. A musical 
instrument made by stretching parchment 
over the head of a hollow cylinder or 
hemisphere; the tympanum or hollow 
part of the middle-ear; a revolving cylinder 
over which a belt or band passes, v.i. To 
beat or play on a drum; to beat rapidly, 
as on a table, drum-head, n. The 
parchment stretched at the top of a drum, 
drunk (drfink) [p.p. of drink], pred. a. 
Intoxicated, stupefied or overcome with 
alcoholic liquors, drunkard, n. One 
addicted to the excessive use of alcoholio 
liquors, drunken, p.p. and a. Intoxicated, 
drunkenly, adv. drunkenness, n. 
dry (dri) [A.-S. dryge ], a. Devoid of mois¬ 
ture; arid; without sap or juice; thirsty; 
not giving milk; not under water (of land); 
not sweet (of wines, etc.); lacking interest, 
dull; sarcastic. v.t. To free from or 
deprive of water, moisture, juice, sap, eto; 
to drain, to wipe; to exhaust, v.i. To 
lose or be deprived of moisture, dry- 
goods, n. pi. Cloths, silks, drapery, 
haberdashery, etc. dry-rot, n. Decay in 
timber caused by fungi which reduce it 
to a dry brittle mass, drysalter, n. 
A dealer in dried and salted meat, pickles, 
etc. dryshod, a. and adv. Without wetting 
the feet, drily, dryly, adv. dryness, n. 
dryad (dri'ad) [Gr. druas -ades (drus , a 
tree)], n. (pi. -ades) A nymph of the 
woods. 

dual (dfi'&l) [L. duo, two], a. Consisting of 
two; twofold; expressing two; a pronoun, 
or noun, which, in certain languages 
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expresses two persons or things, as distinct 
from the plural which expresses more 
than two. n. (Gram.) The dual 
number. 

dub (dub) [late A.-S. dubbian], v.t. To 
confer knighthood upon by a tap of a 
sword; to give a nickname to; to trim, 
smear with grease, dubbing, n. Grease 
for preserving and softening leather, 
dubious (du'bi-hs) [L. dubiisus ], a. Un¬ 
determined; wavering; of uncertain 
result; obscure,vague; open to suspicion, 
dubi'ety, n. dubiously, adv. 
ducal (du'kal) [as DUKE], a. Of or per¬ 
taining to a duke, ducally, adv. 
ducat (duk'&t) [It. ducato , as DUCHY], n. 
A coin formerly current in several European 
countries. 

duchess (dfich'es) [F. duchesse, (dukk, 
-ESP)], n. The wife or widow of a duke; 
a lady who holds a duchy in her own 
right, duchy (duch'i), n. The territory, 
jurisdiction, or dominions of a duke, 
duck (1) (diik) [Teut.], n. An untwilled 
linen or cotton fabric, 
duck (2) [A.-S. dace), n. A web-footed 
bird, esp. the female (male being a drake); 
(colloq.) darling; ( Cricket ) a score of 
nothing, duckling, n. A young duck, 
duck (3) [M.E duken , as prec.], ».». To 
dip under water; to bob the head; to 
bow, cringe, v.t. To throw into water; 
to wet thoroughly, n. A quick plunge 
or dip under water; a sudden lowering 
of the head, ducking, n. 
duct (diikt) [L. ductus, a leading], «. A 
passage by which fluid is conveyed, 
ductile (dhk'til) [L. ductilis , as prec.], o. 
That may be drawn out into threads or 
wire; malleable, plastic; tractable, 
yielding to persuasion or advice, ductility 
(-til'i-ti), n. 

dude (dud) [G.], n. A fop. affected person, 
dudgeon (duj'dn) [?], n. Anger, resent¬ 
ment, indignation. 

due (du) [O.F. dtii, owed], a. Owing, that 
ought to be paid, rendered, or done: 
suitable, appropriate; expected to arrive, 
calculated to happen; ascribable. adv. 
Exactly, directly, n. That which is 
owing to one, or one owes; an obligation, 
fee, or legal exaction. 

duel (du'el) [It. duello (h. duo , two)], n. 
A combat between two (esp. with deadly 
weapons) to decide a quarrel, v.t. To 
fight in a duel; to contest, duellist, n. 
duenna (du-en'A) [Sp. duefla], n. An elderly 
lady in charge of young ones, a chaperon, 
duet (du-et') [It. duetto], n. A composition 
for two performers, vocal or instrumental 
duffer (duf'6r) [ ?], n. A stupid person, 
dug (dug) [?], n. A teat, nipple (of 
beasts). 

dugong (doo'gong) [Malay dayOng], n. A 
large herbivorous aquatic mammal, 
duke (duk) [L. dux duds, a leader], n. A 
noble holding the highest hereditary rank 
below royal; the sovereign prince of a 
duchy, dukedom, n. The territory or 
quality, etc., of a duke. 


dtflcet (d&l'sSt) [L. dulcis, sweet], a. Sweet 
to the ear or senses. 

dulcimer (dfil'si-m6r) [O.F. doulcemer ], n. 
A musical instrument with wires, which 
are struck with rods. 

dull (dfil) [A.-S. dol , stupid], a. Slow of 
understanding; stupid; blunt; wanting 
keenness in any of the senses. v.t. To 
make stupid, to blunt, to render less 
sensitive, interesting, or effective, dullard, 
n A blockhead; a dunce, dullish, a. 
dullness, n. 

duly (dfi'li) [due, -LY], adv. Properly; 
becomingly; regularly; punctually, 
dumb (dfiin) [A.-S.], a. Unable to utter 
articulate sounds or to speak, mute, 
speechless, taciturn, dumb-bells, n.pl. 
Pairs of weights connected by short bars, 
used for exercise, dumb-show, n. 
Gestures without speech; pantomime, 
dumbness, n. 

dumbfound (dum'found) [dumb, con¬ 
found], tu. To strike dumb; to confound, 
dummy fdum'i) [dumb, -y], n. One who 
is dumb, any «ham article, a lay-figure; 
thp exposed tiaDd at bridge, etc. 
dump idfimpi [Soand.], v.t. To unload 
(as dirt) from wagons; to send surplus 
produce to a foreign market for sale at a 
low price n A pile of refuse, 
dumpling (dfimp'ling) [?], n. A mass of 
dough, boiled or baked, 
dumpy (dum'pi) [?], a. Short and thick, 
dun (1) (dun) [A.-S. dunn], a. Dull brown, 
dun (2) (diin) [? var. of DIN], v.t. To 
demand payment from with persistence; 
to pester, n. A creditor who presses 
persistently. 

dunce (duns) [in ridicule of the schoolman, 
John Duns Scotus (d. 1308)], n. A dullard; 
one slow in learning. 

dunderhead <dun'd6r-bed) [?], n. A 
blockhead, numskull, dolt, dunce, 
dune (dun) [A.-S. dan), n. A sand-hill 
on the sea-shore. 

dung (diing) [A.-S.], n. The excrement of 
animals; manure, dunghill, n Aheap 
of dung and farmyard refuse, 
dungeon (dun'jbn) [F. donjon ], n. A 
mediaeval keep: a place of confinement, 
dunlin (dun'lin) [dun (1), -LING], n. The 
red-backed sand-piper, 
dunnage (dfin'aj) [?], n. Faggots, boughs, 
etc., laid in the hold to pack or support 
the cargo. 

duo- [L., two], pref. Two. 
duodecimal (du-6-des'i-mal) [duo-, L. 
decern, ten], o. Proceeding in computation 
by twelves, duodecimo, n. A book 
consisting of sheets of twelve leaves or 
twenty-four pages. 

duologue (du'6-log) [DUO-, after mono¬ 
logue], n. A dialogue or dramatic com¬ 
position for two. 

dupe (dup) [F.], n. A credulous person; 
one easily deceived, v.t. To trick, cheat, 
duplex (du'pleks) [as foil.], a. Double, 
twofold; compounded of two. 
duplicate (du'pli-kAt) [L. duo , two, plicatus , 
folded], a. Twofold, existing in two parts 
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exactly corresponding, n. One of two 
things exactly similar; a replica, copy. 
v.t. To make a reproduction or copy of; 
to double, duplication, n. 
duplicity (du-plis'i-ti) [as prec.], n. 

Double-dealing, dissimulation, 
durable iduriabl) [L. dtir&bilis], a. Having 
the quality of endurance; firm, stable, 
durability, n. durably, adv. 
durance (dur'Ans) [P.], n. Imprisonment, 
duration (du-r&'shun) [L. dur&re , to last], 
n. Continuance in time; power of 
continuance. 

durbar (dfcr'bar) [Hind, darbdr ], n. Am 
Indian ruler’s court; a state-reception in 
India. 

duress (dfi-res') [O.P. duresce), n. Con¬ 
straint, compulsion. Imprisonment, 
during (dfl'ring) [pres. p. of obs. dure , to 
last], prep. In or within the time of. 
dusk (dusk) [A.-S. dor], a. Tending to 
darkness or blackness; dim, obscure, n. 
A tendency to darkness; shade, gloom; 
twilight, dusky, a. 

dust (dust) [A.-8. dust ], n. Dry earth, 
etc., reduced to such small particles as to 
be easily blown about; pollen; mortal 
remains; the grave, v.t. To remove 
dust from; to sprinkle with dust; to make 
dusty, duster, n. A cloth or brush used 
to remove dust, dustman, n. One who 
removes refuse from dustbins, dustpan, 

n. A domestic utensil Into which dust 
is swept dusty, a. 

Dutch (dficH) [M. Dut. Dutsch , Hollandish], 

o. Pertaining to Holland, its people, or 
language, Hollandish. n. The language 
of Holland , Low German; the Hollanders. 
Dutchman, n. A native of Holland. 

duty (du'ti) [A.-P. duetf). n. That which 
is bound or ought to be paid, done, or per¬ 
formed , moral or legal obligation; an 
act of reverence, deference, etc., impost or 
custom charged upou the importation or 
exportation of goods, office, occupation, 
du'teous, a. Obedient, obsequious, duti¬ 
ful. dutiable, a. Liable to a duty ->r 
custom dutiful, a. Careful in per¬ 
forming duties, reverential, deferential, 
dwarf idwawf) [A.-S. dweorh], n. A person, 
animal, or plant much below the normal 
size. a. Below the ordinary or eiatural 
size; stunted, v.t. To stunt, check the 
development of; to cause to look small by 
comparison, dwarfish, a. 
dwell (dwel) [A.-S. dwellan , to tarry], ».*. 
(past and p.p. dwelt) To reside, to 
abide (in a place), to linger, tarry, 
dweller, a. dwelling, n. 
dwindle (dwindl) [A.-S. dwlnari), v.i. To 
shrink, become smaller; to waste away, 
dye (di) [A.-8. Mag, a dye}, v.t. To stain, 
impregnate with colouring-matter. v.t. 
To follow the business of a dyer; to take a 
colour (of material), n. A fluid used for 
dyeing, colouring-matter; tinge produced 
bv dyeing, dyer, n. 

dying (dJ'ing) [DIB (1)1, a. About to die; 
mortal; done, uttered, etc., just before 
death; associated with death; perishing. 


dynamic (di-n&m'ik) [Gr. dunamikos, 
powerful], a. Pertaining to forces in 
motion; motive, active, as opp. to potential; 
involving or dependent upon mechanical 
activity, (Med.) functional, n. The 
motive force of any action, dynam¬ 
ics, n. The science which treats of the 
action of force, divided into statics and 
kinetics; the forces producing or govern¬ 
ing activity of any kind or in any sphere, 
dynamite (di'na-mlt) [Gr. dunamti, 
power], n. A powerful explosive consisting 
of nitro-glycerine mixed with an absorbent, 
dynamiter, -ard, -1st, n. A revolu¬ 
tionary or criminal employing dynamite, 
dynamo- [as prec.], comb. form. Per¬ 
taining to force or power, 
dynamo (di'nA-mfi) [as prec.], n. (pi. -os) A 
machine for converting mechanical energy 
into electric by means of electro-magnetic 
induction. 

dynast (din'ast) [Gr. dunastis , a lord], n. 
A ruler, monarch, dynastic (dl-nAs'tik), 
a. dynasty (din'a-sti), n. A line of 
sovereigns of the same family, 
dys- [Gr. das-, badly, with difficulty], pref. 

Bad; difficult, working badly, painful, 
dysentery (dls'6n-t£r-l) [I)Y8-, Gr. henfera, 
bowels], n. An infectious disease of the 
large intestines, accompanied by mucous 
and bloody evacuations, 
dyspepsia, dyspepsy (dls-pep'si-A, -si) 
[DY8-, Gr. peptein , to cook], n. Indiges¬ 
tion arising from functional derangement 
of the stomach, dyspeptic, a. 


E 

each (5ch) [A.-S. otic], a. and pron. Every 
one (of a number) considered separately, 
eager (6'g6r) [A -F egre], a. Excited by 
ardent desire, keen, vehement, impatient, 
eagerly, adv eagerness, n. 
eagle (6gl) I A -F egle], n. A large bird 
of prey, esp. the golden eagle; a lectern 
in the form of an eagle with expanded 
wings, a military ensign bearing such a 
device, eaglet, n. A young eagle. 

-ean, -scan, -elan, suf. Belonging to; 
like. 

ear (1) (Sr) tA.-S. eare], n. The organ of 
hearing, esp the external part; the sense 
of hearing; perception of differences of 
sounds, judgment of harmony; attention, 
favourable consideration; an ear-like 
projection; judgment, opinion, taste, 
earache, n. A pain in the drum of the 
ear ear-drum. n. The tympanum, or 
its membrane, ear-mark, n. A mark on 
the ear by which a sheep can be identified; 
any distinctive mark. v.t. To set a 
distinctive mark upon; to allocate (funds, 
etc.) for a particular purpose, ear- 
piercing, a. Shrill, ear-ring, n. A 
pendant worn in the lobe of the ear. 
ear-shot, n. Hearing distance, 
ear (2) (5r) [A.-S. gar], n. A spike or head 
of corn. v.t. To form ears, as corn, 
earl (ftrl) [A.-S. eorl, a warrior], n. A 
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nobleman ranking next below a marquess 
and above a viscount [cp. COUNT], 
earldom, w. The rank, title, or position 
of an earl. 

early (er'li) [A.-S. cerlice], adv. (earlier, 
earliest) In good time; betimes; near 
the beginning, a. Soon; in advance as 
compared with something, coming before 
the usual time; situated in or near the 
beginning. 

earn (Srn) [A.-S. eamian ], v.t. To gain 
by labour; to merit, deserve, or become 
entitled to as the result of action or 
conduct, earnings, n.pl. That which is 
earned; wages, reward, 
earnest (1) (Sr'nest) [A.-S. eomost], n. 
Seriousness; reality, a. Serious, import¬ 
ant, grave; ardent, eager, or zealous in 
the performance of any act or the pursuit 
of any object; heartfelt, sincere, 
earnestly, adv. earnestness, to. 
earnest (2) (er'n^st) [M.E. ernes], n. A 
pledge, an assurance of something to 
come. 

earth (erth) [A.-S. eorthe ], n. The ground, 
the visible surface of the planet on which 
we live; this world, as opposed to other 
scenes of existence; soil, mould, dry land; 
the hole of a fox, etc. v.t. To cover with 
earth; to drive (fox, etc.) to his earth, 
earthquake, n. A movement of a portion 
of the earth’s crust produced by volcanic 
forces, earthwork, n. {Fort.) Mounds, 
ramparts, etc., raised for defensive 
purposes; embankments, cuttings, 
earthen (gr'then) [prec., -EN (3)], a. Made 
of earth, baked clay, or similar substance, 
earthenware, to. Ware made of baked 
clay; pottery. 

earthly (Srth'li) [EARTH, -LY], o. Of or 
pertaining to this world or life; mortal, 
human; carnal, corporeal, 
earthy (er'thi) [earth, -y], a. Consisting 
of or resembling earth or soil; gross, 
carnal. 

earwig (er'wig) [A.-S. gar-mega, ear- 
runner], to. An insect having curved 
forceps at its tail. 

ease (§z) [O.P. aise ], to. Freedom from 
labour, trouble, pain, constraint, formality, 
etc.; quiet, tranquillity; readiness- 
absence of effort, v.t. To free from pain] 
anxiety, labour, or trouble; to relieve 
from a burden; to make easier; to mitigate; 
to render less difficult; to relax, adjust, 
v.t. To relax one’s efforts or exertions, 
easel (§'z61) [Dut. ezel, a little ass], w. A 
frame used to support a picture, 
easement (§z'm6nt) [ease, -ment], to. The 
liberty or privilege, without profit, which 
one proprietor has through the estate of 
another, as a right of way, etc. 
east (§st) [A.-S. gast , adv.], a. Situated 
towards the sunrise; coming from this 
direction, to. The point of the compass 
where the sun rises at the equinox; the 
countries east of Europe; the east wind. 
adv. Towards, at, or near the quarter of 
the rising sun. eastward, a. and to. 
Easter (es't6r) [Eostre (Teutonic dawn- 


goddess)], ». The festival in com¬ 
memoration of the resurrection of Christ, 
taking place in March or April, 
easterly (es't6r-ii) [as EAST], a. Situated, 
in the direction of, or coming from, the 
east; looking towards the east. adv. In 
the direction of the east; in or from the 
east. 

eastern (Ss't4rn) [A.-S. gasteme ], a. per¬ 
taining to the east, ». An inhabitant of 
the East. 

easy (e'zi) [O.F. aisii, eased], a. At ease; 
free from pain, care, discomfort, embarass- 
ment, constraint, affectation, eto.; well-to- 
do; not strict; smooth, flowing; not 
difficult, not requiring great labour or 
effort; complaint; indulgent; fitting 
loosely, adv. In an easy manner, 
eat (St) [A.-S. efan], v.t. (past ate, et, 
p.p. eaten, Stn) To masticate and 
swallow as food; to devour, destroy by 
eating; to corrode, to consume, wear 
away. v.i. To take food; to taste, 
relish, eatable, a. Fit to be eaten; 
proper for food. ». Anything fit or 
proper for food. 

eau de vie (o'd6-v«) [F.], n. Brandy, 
eaves (6vz) [A.-S. efes], n.pl. The lower 
edge of the roof projecting beyond the 
wall, eavesdrop, v.i. To listen to what 
may be said indoors; to listen so as to 
surprise confidences, eavesdropper, n. 
ebb (eb) [A.-S. ebba] % to. The reflux of the 
tide; decay, failure, v.i. To flow back; 
to recede, decay, ebb-tide. to. The 
retiring tide. 

ebony (eb'6-ni) [Gr. ebenos ], n. A very 
solid and black wood, capable of a high 
polish. 

ebriety (S-brI'6-ti) [L. gbrius , drunk], to. 
Drunkenness, intoxication, 
ebullient (ft-bfil'ytot) [gbullienz, boiling], a. 
Boiling over; overflowing with high 
spirits, etc. 

eccentric (ek-sen'trik) [Gr. tk, out, kentron, 
GKNTRK], a. Deviating from the centre; 
not having the same centre; departing 
from the usual practice; erratic; peculiar 
° r n ‘ ^ person of odd or peculiar 

habits; a mechanical contrivance for 
converting circular into reciprocating 
rectilinear motion, eccentrically, adv. 
eccentricity, to. The state of not being 
concentric; deviation from the centre* 
departure from what is usual or estab¬ 
lished. 

ecclesiastic (Akle-zi-Ss'tik) [Gr. ekklesia , 
an assembly of citizens, a Church], a. 
Ecclesiastical, to. A person in holy 
orders, a clergyman, ecclesiastical, a. 
Pertaining to the Church or clergy, 
ecclesias'ticism, to. 

echelon (esh'§-16n) [F., from gchelle, a 
ladder], to. The arrangement of troops as 
in the form of steps. 

echo (ek'o) [Gr. echo, gchg, sound], to. 
The repetition of a sound caused by 
reflection; close imitation in words or 
sentiment; a hearty response. v.i. TQ 
give an echo; to resound. 
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6clat (6-kla 7 ) [F., from eclater , to split, burst], 
7i. Brilliant success; striking effect, 
eclectic (ek-lek'tik) [Gr. eklektikos ( eklegein, 
to pick out)], a. Selecting, picking out 
from the doctrines, etc., of others; con¬ 
taining or consisting of selections, n. 
One who borrows doctrines, opinions, 
tastes, or practical methods from various 
schools or sources, eclecticism, n. 
eclipse (e-klips 7 ) [Gr. ek, out of. leipein , to 
leave], n. Obscuration of light from a 
heavenly body by the passage of another 
between it and the eye or between it and 
the source of its light; a temporary failure; 
loss of brightness, honour, reputation, etc. 
v.t. To cause an eclipse of; to intercept 
th£ light of, to obscure; to outshine, 
ecliptic (ek-lip'tik) [Gr. ekleiptikos, as 
prec.], n. The apparent path of the sun 
round the earth. 

eclogue (ek'log) [Gr. ek, out of, legein , to 
pick], n. An idyll or pastoral poem, 
economic (e-ko-nom'ik) [as foil.], a. 
Relating to economy or economics; econo¬ 
mical. economical, a. Careful, frugal, 
thrifty, economics, n. The science of 
the production and distribution of wealth, 
political economy, econ'omist, n. One 
skilled in the science of economics, 
econ'omize, v.i. To manage with 
economy. v.t. To use, administer, or 
expend with economy; to use sparingly, 
economy (6-kon'o-mi) [Gr. oikonomia , 
from oikonomein, to manage a household], 
n. T^ie management, regulation, and 
government of household affairs; frugal 
and judicious expenditure of money, or 
time; carefulness; cheapness of operation; 
the operations of nature; the administra¬ 
tion of the internal affairs of a State, etc.; 
organization, system. 

ecstasy (ek'sta-si) [Gr. ek, out, stasis, a 
standing], n. Excessive emotion, as 
rapture, delight, distress, pain; frenzy; 
a trance; a morbid state in which the mind 
is completely absorbed by one idea, 
ecstatic, a. 

eczema (ek 7 z6-ma) [Gr., a pustule], n. An 
inflammatory disease of the skin. 

-ed, suf. Forming the past tense and p.p. 
of regular verbs; and adjectives, as 
cultured, moneyed. 

edacious (6-da'shus) [L. edax, from edere, 
to eat], o. Voracious, edac'ity, n. 
eddy (ed'i) [?], n. A small whirlpool; 

a whirling current of air, fog, etc. 
edelweiss (adl'vls) [G. edel, noble, weiss, 
white], n. A small Alpine plant growing 
in rocky places. 

Eden (edn) [Heb. 'Sden, pleasure, delight], 
n. The first abode of Adam and Eve; 
a region of perfect bliss, 
edge (ej) [A.-8. ecg], n. The cutting part 
of an instrument, or its sharpness; the 
line where two surfaces of a solid meet; a 
border, margin, or extremity; keenness 
of mind or appetite, v.t. To sharpen; 
to make an edge or border to; to egg, 
instigate; to move by little and little. 
*.*. To move forward or away by little 


and tittle, edging, n. That which forms 
the border or edge of anything, 
edible (ed'ibl) [late L. edibilis, edere, to 
eat], a. Fit for food, eatable, n. Any¬ 
thing fit for food, edibil'ity. n. 
edict (6'dikt) [L. edictum, proclaimed], n. 

A decree issued by authority, 
edifice (ed'i-fis) [L. cedes, a building, facere, 
to make], n. A building, esp. one of 
some size and pretension, 
edify (ed'i-fi) [as prec.], v.t. To build up 
morally or spiritually; to improve, 
instruct, enlighten, edification, n. 
edit (ed 7 it) [L. editus, given out, put forth], 
v.t. To prepare for publication; to con¬ 
duct or manage, as a periodical, by 
selecting and revising the literary matter, 
edition (6-dish'un), n. The form in 
which a literary work is published; the 
whole number of copies published at one 
time, editor, n. One who prepares the 
work of others for publication, or who 
conducts or manages a periodical, 
editorial, o. Pertaining to an editor, n. 
A leading article, editorship, n. 
educate (ed'u-kat) [L. educ&tus , p.p. of 
educdre , to bring up], v.t. To teach; to 
train and develop the intellectual and 
moral powers of, or an organ or faculty, 
education, n. educational, a. educa¬ 
tionalist, educationist, n. An advocate 
of education; a student of educational 
methods. 

educe (6-dus 7 ) [L. iddcere, to lead out], v.t. 
To bring out, evolve, deduce, infer; to 
extract, educible, a. eduction, n. 
eel (SI) [A.-S. cel], n. A snake-like fish, 
eerie (er'i) [M.E. eri], a. Superstitiously 
frightened; causing fear; weird, eerily, 
adv. eeriness, n. 

ef- [EX-], suf. Used before /, as in efface, 
effigy. 

efface (6-fas 7 ) [F. effacer ], v.t. To wipe out, 
obliterate; to render negligible, efface- 
able, a. effacement, n. 
effect (6-fekt 7 ) [L. effectus, (EF-, fectus, 
made)], n. The result or product of a 
cause, etc., consequence; efficacy, fulfil¬ 
ment; aim, purpose; a combination of 
colours, forms, sounds, etc., calculated to 
produce an impression, the impression 
produced; (pi.) goods, personal estate. 
v.t. To produce as a result; to bring 
about, accomplish, effective, a. Pro¬ 
ducing its proper effect or a striking 
impression; fit for service; real, actual, 
effectiveness, n. effectual, a. Ade¬ 
quate. 

effeminate (e-fem 7 i-nat) [L. effgminatus ], 
o. Womanish; unmanly, weak, effem¬ 
inacy, n. effeminately, adv. 
effervesce (ef-er-ves 7 ) [EF-, L. fervesc-ere , 
to begin boiling], v.i. To bubble up 
through escape of gas, as fermenting 
liquors; to escape in bubbles; to boil over 
with excitement. effervescence, n. 
effervescent, a. 

effete (e-fet 7 ) [L. effetus, weakened by 
breediUg], a. Worn out. 
efficacious (ef-i-ka 7 shus) [L. ejjicux, an 









efficient 


128 


elect 


effect], o. Producing the effect intended, 
ef'ftcacy, n. 

efficient (e-fish'6nt) [L. efficient, effecting], 
a. Producing effects or results; compe¬ 
tent, capable, efficiency, n. 
effigy (ef'i-ji) [EF-, L. fingere , to fashion], 
n. The likeness of a person, as on coins, etc. 
effluent (ef'lu-6nt) [L. effluent, flowing out], 
a. Flowing or issuing out; emanating, 
n. A stream which flows out of another 
or out of a lake; the discharge from a 
sewage tank, effluence, n. The act or 
state of flowing out; that which flows out. 
effluvium (6-floo'vi-um) [as prec.], n. 
(pi. -via) An odorous emanation, esp. 
a noxious exhalation, 
effort (ef'ort) [EF-, L. fortit, strong], n. 
An exertion of physical or mental power, 
a strenuous attempt, an endeavour, 
effortless, a. 

effrontery (G-frCin'tor-i) [F. effronteries, n. 

Impudence, shamelessness, 
effulgence (e-ful'jens) [EF-, L. fulgbre , to 
shine], n. Radiance; a flood of light, 
effulgent, a. Shining brightly, 
effuse (e-fuz') [L. effusut, poured out], v.t. 
To pour out, emit, shed abroad, effusion, 
n. The act of pouring out; that which i? 
poured out; an outpouring of genius 01 
emotion; frank expression of feeling, 
effusive, a. Gushing, exuberant, demon¬ 
strative. effusively, adv. effusiveness, n. 
eft (eft) [A.-S. efete], ». The common 
newt. 

egg (1) (eg) [A.-S. ceg ], ». The ovum of 
birds, reptiles, fishes, and many of the 
invertebrates, containing the embryo of a 
new individual; the early stage of any¬ 
thing; the germ, origin.’ egg-shell, n. 
The calcareous envelope in which an egg 
is enclosed, egg-shell china : Very thin 
porcelain. 

egg (2) [Icel.], v.t. To incite, to urge (on). 
eglantine (eg'lAn-tln) [F.], n. The sweet 
brier. 

ego (eg'fi) [L., I], n. Individuality; the 
self-conscious subject, as opp to object, 
egoism, n. The theory that man’s chief 
good, and the true basis of morality, is 
the complete development and happiness 
of self; the doctrine that man can be 
certain of nothing but his own existence 
and the operations of his own mind; 
egotism, egoist, n. egois tic, -ical, a. 
egotism (eg'6-tizm) [as prec.j, n. The 
habit of frequently using I in writing or 
speaking; self-glorification, self-conceit, 
egotist, n. egotis'tic, -ical, o. 
egregious (6-grS'jyus) [L. igregiut ], a. 
Extraordinary, out of the common; 
notable, notorious, egregiously, adv. 
egress (S'gres) [L. igrestut, gone out], n. 
A means of exit. 

egret (S'gr6t) [O.F. egrette ], ». The lesser 
white heron. 

Egyptian (G-jip'sh&n), a . Pertaining to 
Egypt or the Egyptians, n. A native of 
Egypt; a gipsy. Egyptol ogy, n. The 
study of the antiquities, etc., of ancient 
Egypt. I 


eh (5) [A.-S. ia], int. Expressive of doubt, 
inquiry, surprise, etc. 

eider (i'd6r) [Ioel. cethr ], n. A large 
Arctic sea-duck, eider-down, n. The soft, 
elastic down from the breast of this bird, 
eight (at) [A.-S. eahtd], n. The sum of one 
and seven; the figure 8 or viii, representing 
this; a crew of eight in a boat. a. Con¬ 
sisting of one more than seven, eight¬ 
fold, a. eighth (atth), a. Coming next 
in order to the seventh. n. One of eight 
equal parts; (Mut.) the interval of an 
octave, eighthly, adv. 
eighteen (&-t§n') [A.-S. eahtatyne], a. and 
n. The sum of eight and ten. 
eighty (a'ti) [A.-S. eahtatig (eahta, EIGHT, 
•tig, decade, -TY (2))], o. and n. Eight times 
ten; the numeral representing this, 80 or 
lxxx. eightieth, a. 

eisteddfod (5-ste/A'vod) [W., a sitting], 
n. A congress held annually in Wales to 
encourage native poetry and music, 
either (I-, e't/i&r) [A.-S. cegther ], a. and 
pron. One or the other of two; each of 
two. a., adv., or conj. In one or the 
other case (as a disjunctive correlative); 
(colloq.) any more than the other (with 
neg. or interrog., as If you don't I don't 
either). 

ejaculate (e-j&k'u-l&t) [L. ejaculatut, cast 
forth], v.t. To utter suddenly and 
briefly, ejaculation, n. 
eject (6-jekt') [L. ejectut , thrown out], v.t. 
To discharge, emit, to expel; to dispossess, 
ejection, n. ejectment, n. The act of 
casting out or expelling; dispossession; 
an action to recover possession, 
eke (ek) [A.-S. f^can], v.t. To supply 
deficiencies in (with out): to protract, 
lengthen, adv. Also, likewise, 
elaborate (6-l&b'6-rAt) [L. Slab oral um , 

worked out], a. Carefully wrought; 
highly finished, vi. (-rat) To develop in 
detail, elaborateness, n. elaboration, n. 
eland (e'land) [Dut., an elk], n. A large 
ox-like antelope from S. Africa, 
elapse (6-laps*) [L. elaptut, glided out], v.i . 

To glide or pa.ss away, 
elastic (6-18.s'tik) [Gr. elastikos, propulsive], 
a. Springy; flexible, adaptable; readily 
recovering from depression, etc., buoyant, 
n. A strip or string of elastic substance, 
elasticity, n. 

e'ate (6-lat') [L. ildtut , borne up], vJ. To 
raise the spirits of, to make exultant, a. 
In high spirits, exultant, ela'tion, n. 
elbow (el'bfi) [A.-S. eln, ell, boga , bow], n. 
The joint uniting the forearm and upper 
arm; an elbow-shaped angle, or bend, 
elder (1) (el'd6r) [A.-S. ietdra], a. Older; 
senior in position, n. A senior; one 
whose age entitles him to respect; an 
officer in the Presbyterian and other 
Churches, elderly, a. Bordering on old 
age. eldest, a. Oldest; first born of 
those surviving. 

elder (2) (el'd6r) [A.-S. ellen, ellem ]. n. A 
small tree bearing white flowers and dark 
purple berries. 

elect (6-lekt) [L. ileclut, chosen, selected]. 
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a. Chosen, p oked out; designated to an 
office, but not yet in possession of it. v.t. 
To choose for any office, etc., esp. by vote; 
to determine on a course of action, 
election (6-lek'shun) [as prec.], n. The 
act of choosing, esp. by vote; the process 
of electing; ( Theol .) the selection of 

certain individuals to be eternally saved (a 
doctrine of Calvinism), electioneer 7 , v.t. 
To work at an election in the interests of a 
candidate, elective, a. elector, n. One 
entitled to vote; a German prince formerly 
entitled to vote in the election of the 
Emperor, electoral, a . electorate, n. 
The whole body of electors; the dignity 
or territory of a German Elector, 
electress, n. The wife of a German 
Elector. 

electric (fi-leVtrik) [as ELECTRON], a. 
Containing, generating, or operated by 
electricity; (fig.) magnetic, spirited, 
electrical, a. electrician (el-ek-trish'an) 
n. One skilled in the science and applica¬ 
tion of electricity. 

electricity (el-ek-trisfl-ti) [prec.], n. A 
powerful physical agent which makes its 
existence manifest by attractions and 
repulsions, by producing light and heat, 
chemical decomposition, and other pheno¬ 
mena ; the science of the laws and pheno¬ 
mena of this. 

electrify (6-lek 7 tri-fI) [ELECTRIC, -PY), v.t. 
To charge with electricity; to make 
suitable for operating by electrical power. 
(fig.) to thrill with joy or exciting emotion. 

electrification, n. 

electro- [Gr. elektron , amber'', comb. form. 
Having electricity for its motive power; 
resulting from, or pertaining to, electricity, 
electro-biology, n. The science of the 
electric phenomena of living organisms, 
electroplate, v.t. To cover with a coat¬ 
ing of silver, etc., by exposure in a solution 
of a metallic salt, which is decomposed 
by electricity. «. Articles so produced, 
electrotype, n. The process of producing 
copies of medals, woodcuts, type, etc., by 
the electric deposition of copper upon a 
mould; the facsimile so produced. v.t. To 
copy by this process. 

electrocution (e-lek-tro-kiYshun) [ELECTRO- 
(EXE)CUTION],«. Execution by electricity, 
electron (e-lek 7 tron) [Gr. elektron , amber, 
conn, with elektdr , shining], n. A corpuscle 
indissolubly charged with negative elec¬ 
tricity; one of the particles that are now 
believed to be the cause of all electrical 
phenomena. 

eleemosynary (el-6-e-mos in-ar-i) [Gr. 
eleemosuni , alms], a. By way of alms; 
supported by charity, 
elegant (elegant) [L. Slogans], a. Pleas¬ 
ing to good taste; graceful, refined, 
elegance, n. elegantly, adv. 
elegiac (el-6-jT 7 6k) [as next], a. Pertaining 
to or of the nature of elegies; mournful. 
n.pl. Alternate hexameters and penta- 
meters. . , 

elegy (el 7 6ji) [Gr. elegeia (elegos , a lament)], 
n. A Doem of lamentation. 


element (el 7 e-m6nt) [L. elementum ], «. A 
fundamental part; (Chem.) a substance 
which cannot be resolved by analysis; (pi.) 
earth, air, fire, and water; natural habitat 
(as water of fish), the natural sphere of any 
person or thing; the rudiments of any 
science or art; the bread and wine used 
in the eucharist. elemen'tal, a. Per¬ 
taining to first principles, or to the primi¬ 
tive forces of nature; ultimate, simple, 
uncompounded. 

elementary (el-6-men 7 tar-i) [prec.], a. 

Primary, uncompounded; rudimentary, 
elephant (el'6-fant [Gr. elephas], n. A 
large pachydermatous quadruped, with 
flexible proboscis and long curved tusks, 
elevate (el'e-vat) [L. elevatus , lifted up], 
v.t. To lift up; to raise; to exalt in 
position or dignity; to make louder; 
to refine, improve; to exhilarate, eleva 7 - 
tion, n. Act of elevating; state of being 
elevated; an elevated position or ground; 
height above sea-level; view of a building, 
etc., drawn to scale but not in perspective; 
the angular altitude of a heavenly body 
above the horizon; angle of the line of 
fire, el'evator, n. One who or that 
which elevates; a lift, 
eleven (6-lev 7 6n) [A.-S. endlufon], a. and n. 
Ten with one added; the symbol represent¬ 
ing this, 11 or xi; ( Cricket , Assoc. Football ) 
the eleven men on one side, 
elf (elf) [A.-S. celf ], n. (pi. elves) A tiny 
supernatural being, a fairy; a mischievous 
person, an imp. elfin, a. Elfish, n. 
A little elf; an urchin, elfish, elvish, 
a. 

elicit (6-lis'it) [L. Slicitus], v.t. To draw 
out, evoke. 

elide (6-lid 7 ) [L. elldere], v.t. To strike out, 
omit, elision, n. 

eligible (el'i-jibl) [L. eligibilis, as ELECT], a. 
Pit to be chosen; desirable, suitable, 
eligibility, n. eligibly, adv. 
eliminate (6-lim 7 i-nat) [L. ellminatus], v.t. 
To cast out, expel, get rid of; to exclude, 
elimina'tion, n. Act of eliminating. 

61ite (a-let 7 ) [F.], n. The pick, the 
flower. 

elixir (6-lik 7 s6r) [Arab, al-ikslr], n. The 
alchemists’ liquor for transmuting metals 
into gold; a potion for prolonging life; a 
cordial. 

Elizabethan (6-liz-&-be 7 th4n), a. Peiw 
taining to Queen Elizabeth or her time, 
elk (elk) [A.-S. elch], n. The largest 
member of the deer family; the moose, 
ell (el) [A.-S. eln ], n. A measure for cloth; 
the (obsolete) English ell is 45 in. 
ellipse (e-lips 7 ) [Gr. elleipsis], n. A 
regular oval; a conic section formed by a 
plane intersecting a cone obliquely, 
elliptic, -al, a. Pertaining to an 
ellipse, or to ellipsis, elliptically, adv. 
ellipsis (6-lip'sis) [as prec.], n (pi. -ses) 
Omission of one or more necessary words 
from a sentence. 

elm (elm) [A.-S.], n. A common English 
tree. _ , 

elocution (el-6-ku'shun) [E-(EX-), L. loqul, 
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to speak], n. The art or manner of speak¬ 
ing, etc.; effective oral delivery, 
elope (6-lop') [A.-F. aloper ], v.i. To run 
away with a lover, or clandestinely; to 
abscond, elopement, n. 
eloquence (el'6-kwens) [as ELOCUTION], n. 
Fluent, powerful, and appropriate verbal 
expression, esp. of emotional ideas, 
eloquent, a. 

else (els) [A.-S. elles], adv. Besides, In 
addition; otherwise, in the other case, if 
not. elsewhere, adv. In or to some 
other place. 

elucidate (e-loo'si-d&t) pate L. elUcid&tus , 
p.p. of iliLciddre (E-(EX-), lucidus, bright)], 
v.t. To make clear, throw light on; to 
explain, elucidation, n. elucidative, a. 
elude (6-lood') [E-(EX-), L. ludere, to play], 
v.t. To escape from by artifice or dexterity; 
to evade; to baffle, elusion, ». elusive, 
a. elusory, a. 

elvish (el'vish) [elf, -ish], a. Pertaining 
to elves; elfish; mischievous, 
elysium (6-liz'i-um) [Gr. Elusion ( pedion ), 
the plain of the blessed] n. A place or 
state of perfect happiness, elysian, a. 
em- [EM-], pref. As in embank , empower. 
emaciate (6-ma'shi-at) [e-(ex-), L. macer , 
lean], v.t. To cause to lose flesh; to reduce 
to leanness, emaciation, n. 
emanate (em'a-nat) [L. emandtus, flowed 
out], v.i. To issue from, to originate; to 
proceed from, emanation, n. 
emancipate (6-man'si-pat) [E-(-EX), L. 
mancipare , to transfer property], v.t. To 
release from bondage, etc., or legal, social, 
or moral restraint; to liberate, emanci¬ 
pation, n. The releasing from slavery, 
legal disabilities, etc.; the state of being 
freed, emancipator, n. 
emasculate (6-mas'ku-lat) [E-(EX-), L. mas- 
eulus , male], v.t. To castrate; to deprive of 
virility; to effeminate, weaken; to deprive 
of force or energy; to expurgate a literary 
work. a. (-lat) Castrated; effeminate, weak, 
emasculation, n. 

embalm (em-bam') [EM-, F. baume, 
balm] v.t. To preserve (as a body) from 
putrefaction with spices and aromatics; to 
preserve from oblivion, embalmer, n. 
embankment, n. An artificial bank for 
confining a river; a raised mound for 
carrying a road, etc. 

embargo (em-bar'go) [Sp., from embargar, 
to hinder], n. An official prohibition 
against vessels leaving port; a suspension 
of foreign trade; a hindrance, 
embark (em-bark') [F. embarquer (BARK 
(3))], v.t. To put on board ship; to invest 
in a business, v.i. To go on board ship; 
enter upon any undertaking, embarka ¬ 
tion, n. 

embarrass (em-b&r'as) [F. embarrasser ], 
v.t. To hamper, entangle, hinder; to 
disconcert; to involve in pecuniary or 
other difficulties. embarrassing, a. 
Causing embarrassment. embarrass¬ 
ment, n. Perplexity of mind, discom¬ 
posure, uneasiness; pecuniary difficulties, 
embassy (em'bi-si) [O.F. ambasste (see 


AMBASSADOR)], n. The function, office, 
or mission of an ambassador; himself 
and suite; his official residence, 
embed (em-bed'), v.t. To lay as in a bed; 

to set firmly in surrounding matter, 
embellish (em-bel'ish) [O.F. embellir], 
v.t. To beautify, adorn; to add incidents 
so as to heighten a narrative, embellish¬ 
ment, n. 

ember (1) (em'b6r) [A.-S., cemerge], n. A 
live coal; (pi.) smouldering remnants of a 
fire. 

ember (2) (em-b6r) [A.-S. ymbren ], a. 
Applied to four successive Wednesdays, 
Fridays, and Saturdays during the year, 
which are set apart by the Church for 
prayer and fasting. 

embezzle (6m-bezl') [O.F. besillier, to 
maltreat], v.t. To appropriate fraudu¬ 
lently what is committed to one’s care, 
embezzlement, n. embezzler, n. 
embitter (em-bit'6r), v.t. To make bitter, 
or more bitter; to aggravate; to ex¬ 
asperate. embitterment, n. 
emblem (em'blem) [L. and Gr. embUma ], 
n. A symbolical figure, picture, object, 
representation, etc.; a symbol, type, a 
personification, emblematic, -ical, a. 
embody (em-bod'i), v.t. To invest with a 
body; to express in concrete form; to 
incorporate, include, embodiment, n. 
embolden (em-b61'd6n), v.t. To give 
boldness to; to encourage. 
embonpoint (an-bon-pwan) [F., in good 
condition], n. Plumpness, esp. in women, 
emboss (em-bos') [O.F. embosser], v.t. To 
engrave or mould in relief; to cause to 
stand out in relief, embossment, n. 
embrace (em-bras') [EM-, L. bracchia , the 
arms], v.t. To clasp and hold fondly in 
the arms; to encircle; to include, com¬ 
prise ; to accept eagerly, v.i. To join in 
an embrace, n. A clasping in the arms, 
embracive, o. 

embrasure (em-bra'zhilr) [M.F. embraser , 
to splay or chamfer], n. An opening in a 
parapet or wall to fire guns through; the 
inward splaying of the sides of a window 
or door. 

embrocate (em'br6-kat) [Gr. embrochi , 
lotion], v.t. To moisten, bathe, or 
foment (as a diseased part), embroca'- 
tion, n. The act of fomenting; the 
liquid used. 

embroider (em-broi'd6r) [em-, F. bord, 
edge], v.t. To ornament with needle¬ 
work designs; to diversify; to embellish 
with additions, esp. with exaggerations, 
embroidery, n. 

embroil (em-broil') [EM-, F. brouiller], 
v.t. To entangle, confuse; to involve 
(some one) in a quarrel or contention (with 
another), embroilment, n. 
embryo (em'bri-6) [em-, Gr. bruon, pres, 
p. of bruein, to be full of a thing], n. (pi. 
-os) The unborn offspring; the rudi¬ 
mentary plant in the seed; the germ; the 
beginning or first stage of anything, a. 
Undeveloped; rudimentary, 
emend [(6-mend') k-(ex-), L. tnenda , a 
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fault], v.t. To correct, remove faults; to im¬ 
prove. emenda'tion, n. e'mendator, n. 
emerald (em'6r-ald) [O.F. esmeralde , Gr. 
smaragdos], n. A green variety of beryl; 
the colour ef this. 

emerge (6-merj') [E-(EX-), L. mergere , to 
dip], v.i. To raise up out of a fluid, etc., in 
which it has been immersed; to appear in 
sight; to come out (as facts on enquiry); 
to issue from a state of depression, ob¬ 
scurity, etc. emergence, n. emergent, 
a. Emerging. 

emergency, (6-mSr'j6n-si) [as prec.], n. A 
situation demanding immediate action, a 
Crisis. 

emery (em'6r-i) [F. imeri , Gr. n. 

A coarse mineral of extreme hardness, 
emetic (6-met'ik) [Gr. emetikos , emeein , to 
vomit], a. Inducing vomiting, n. A 
preparation for causing vomiting, 
emigrate (em'i-grat) [E-(EX-), L. migrdre, 
to migrate)], v.i. To leave one’s country 
and settle in another, emigrant, a. 
Emigrating; pertaining to emigration. 
n. One who emigrates, emigration, n. 
eminent (em'i-nent) [L. eminent , standing 
out], a. Rising above others; dis¬ 
tinguished; remarkable. eminence, 
-nency, n. Height; a part rising above 
the rest; high rank; distinction; a title 
given to cardinals, eminently, adv. 
emir (6-mer') [Arab.], n. A Mohammedan 
prince, governor, or commander, 
emissary (em'i-s&r-i) [L., as EMIT], n. A 
messenger, a secret agent, 
emission (6-mish'un) [L., as next], n. 
Act or process of emitting or being emitted; 
the thing given off or out. emissive, 
emissory, a. 

emit (6-mit') [L. emitters (E-(EX-), mitt ere, 
to send)], v.t. To give out, send forth; 
to issue’ discharge. 

emmet (em'6t) [A.-S. cemete'], n. An ant. 
emollient (6-mol'i-6nt) [L. emollient, soften¬ 
ing], o. Softening, relaxing, 
emolument (6-mol'u-ment) [L. imolu- 
mentum , profit], n. Profit arising from 
employment; remuneration, 
emotion ($-mo'shun) [L. imdtio (E-(EX-), 
movere , to move)], n. Agitation of the 
mind; a state of excited feeling; ex¬ 
citement. emotional, o. 
empanel (em-p&n'fcl) [EM-, PANEL], v.t. 
To enter on the list of jurors; to enrol as a 
jury. 

emperor (em'p6r-6r) [L. imperator], n. 

The sovereign of an empire, 
emphasis (em'fA-sis) [EM-, Gr. phainein , 
to show], n. Stress laid upon a word or 
words, to indicate special significance; 
force of expression; accent, prominence, 
sharp definition, emphasize, v.t. To 
pronounce with emphasis; to lay stress 
on; to make more distinct or impressive, 
emphat'ic, -ical, a. Bearing special 
stress; accentuated, forcible; earnest, 
empire (em'pir) [L. imperium], n. Su¬ 
preme and extensive dominion or power; 
the region over which an emperor rules, 
empiric (em-pir'ik) [Gr. empeirikos , 


experienced], a. Founded on experience 
or observation, not theory, n. One who 
relies solely on experience or observation, 
esp. an untrained medical practitioner; a 
quack, empirical, a. empiricism, n.* 
employ (em-ploi') [O.F. employer , L- 
IM-, plicare, to fold], v.t. To use; to keep 
in one’s service; to spend or pass (time* 
oneself, etc.) in occupation, n. Occupa¬ 
tion, business, employee, n. One who 
is employed for salary or wages, em¬ 
ployer, n. employment, n. 
emporium (em-por'i-um) [Gr. emporion , 
commercial], n. (pi. -ia) A commercial 
centre; a mart. 

empower (em-pou'6r), v.t. To authorize, 
empress (em'pres) [EMPEROR], n. The 
consort of an emperor; a female ruler oi 
an empire. 

empty (emp'ti) [A.-S. eemtig], a. Con¬ 
taining nothing; devoid (of); vacant, 
unoccupied; meauingless, inane; with¬ 
out intelligence; unsatisfied, v.t. To 
remove the contents from, to make 
vacant; to pour out, discharge, v.i. 
To become empty; to discharge (as a 
river), emptiness, n. 
empyrean (em-pi-re'an) [Gr. empuros , 
fiery], n. The highest and purest region 
of heaven; the upper sky. 
emu (e'mu) [Port.], n. A large Australian 
cqrsorial bird resembling the cassowary, 
emulate (em'u-lat) [L. cemulatus ], v.t. To 
try to equal or excel; to rival, emula'- 
tion, n. The act of emulating; rivalry* 
emulous (em'u-lus) [L. cemulus ], dfc. 
Desirous of equalling or excelling others, 
or of fame or honour; engaged in com¬ 
petition ; envious, contentious, 
en-, pref. In, on, into, upon; as encamp , 
engulf , energy. 

-en (1), suf. Diminutive; as chicken , 
maiden. (2). Noting the feminine; as 
vixen. (S) Pertaining to, made of, of the 
nature of; as earthen , flaxen , golden , 
woollen. (4) Forming pi.; as oxen. (6) 
Forming verbs from adjectives; as deepen , 
moisten. (6) Forming p.p. of strong verbs; 
as bounden , spoken , sworn. 
enable (en-abF), v.t. To make able; to 
authorize, empower (to), 
enact (en-akt'), v.t. To decree; to pass 
into a law; to act, play, enactive, a. 
enactment, n. enactory, a. 
enamel (en-am'el) [M.E. enamayl , O.F, 
esmail , med. L. smallum , from Teut. (cp. 
O.H.G. smalzjan , Dut. smelten , to SMELT)], 
n. A glass-like material used for coating 
metal, porcelain, etc., by fusion; any 
smooth, hard, glossy coating as lacquer, 
or varnish; the surface covering of 
teeth, v.t. To coat with paint, encrust, 
or inlay with enamel; to form a smooth 
glossy surface upon; to decorate with 
various colours, v.i. To practise the art 
of enamelling, enameller, enamelist,n. 
enamour (6-nam'or) [O.F. enamorer ], v.U 
Te captivate, charm; to inflame with 
love. 

encamp (en k&mp'), v.i. To form an 
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campment; to settle down temporarily 
in tents, v.t. To lodge (troops) in tents, 
encampment, n. A camp, 
encase (en-kas'), v.t. To put into or 
protect with a case. 

-ence, suf. Forming abstract nouns as 
consistence, corpulence. 
enchain (en-chan'), v.t. To bind with 
chains; to hold fast, to rivet (attention, 
etc.). 

enchant (en-chant') [F. enchanter ], v.t. 
To influence by magic, to bewitch, fascinate, 
charm, enchanter, n. A magician; one 
who delights or fascinates, enchantingly, 
adv. enchantment, n. enchantress, n. 
encircle (en-serkl'), v.t. To enclose or 
surround (with). 

enclasp (en-klasp'), v.t. To enfold In or 
fasten with a clasp; to embrace, 
enclave (en-kl&v') [in-, L. clavis , key], 
n. A territory completely surrounded by 
that of another power, 
enclitic (en-klit'ik) [Gr. enklitikos , inclin¬ 
ing], a. (Or. Gram.) Applied to a word 
which cannot, as it were, stand by itself, 
but is pronounced as part of the preceding 
word, on which it throw’s its accent, n. 
An enclitic w’ord or particle, 
enclose (en-klSz'), v.t. To shut in; to 
surround on all sides; to put one thing 
inside another for transmission; to con¬ 
tain. enclosure (-kld'zhur), ». 
encomium (en-ko'mi-um) [Gr. enkSmios, 
laudatory], n. (pi. -urns) A formal 
eulogy; high commendation, 
encompass (en-kum'pas), v.t. To sur¬ 
round, invest; to include, contain, 
encore (on-kSr') [F., again], adv. Again, 
once more; a call for a repetition at a 
concert, theatre, etc. n. A demand for 
this; the repetition itself, v. To call 
for a repetition of. 

encounter (en-koun't6r) [O.F. encontrer ], 
v.t. To meet face to face; to confront 
hostilely or resolutely, n. A meeting 
face to face; a hostile or undesigned 
meeting. 

encourage (en-kQr'aj) [O.F. encoragier], 
v.t. To give courage or confidence to; to 
urge, to incite (to do); to stimulate, to 
foster (trade, opinion, etc.), encourage¬ 
ment, n. encourager, n. 
encroach (en-krSch') [O.F. encrochier], 
v.i. To intrude; to infringe (upon); to 
get possession of anything gradually or 
by stealth, encroachment, n. 
encumber (en-kum'ber) [O.F. encombrer, 
see CUMBER], v.t. To hamper, impede, or 
embarrass by a burden or difficulty; to 
weigh down with debt, encumbrance, 
n. 

-ency, suf. Forming nouns of state or 
quality, as consistency. 
encyclopaedia (en-sI-klo-pe'di-A) [late L. 
from Gr., enkulclios paideia , general 
instruction], n. A book containing in¬ 
formation on all branches of knowdedge, 
or on a particular branch, usually arranged 
alphabetically, encyclopaedic, a. 
end (end) [A.-S. ende], n. The extreme 


point of anything that has length; the 
termination, last portion; the conclusion 
of a state or action; a ceasing to exist; I 
death; a result, natural consequence; a 
purpose, object; a final cause, v.i. To 
come to an end; to result (in). v.t. To 
bring or put to an end; to destroy, odds 
and ends : Odd remnants, ending, n. 

A conclusion, termination, 
endanger (en-dan'jer), v.t. To expose to 
danger, to put in hazard, 
endear (en-d€r'), v.t. To make dear (to); 
to cause to be loved, endearing, a. 
endearment, n. 

endeavour (en-dev'or) [EN-, F. devoir, to 
owe], v.i. To strive (after) a certain end; |J 
to try. n. An effort, attempt; exertion, f 
endemic (en-dem'ik) [EN-, Gr. dSmos , I 
people], a. Peculiar to a particular I 
locality or people, esp. of a disease, n. 

An endemic disease, endemically, adv. 
endive (en'div) [F.J, n. A kind of chicory 1 
used in salads. 

endless (end'les), a. Having no end; I 
infinite, unlimited, perpetual, 
endorse (en-dors') [EN-, L. dorsum , the 
back], v.t. To w’rite (one’s name, a note 
of contents, etc.) on the back of (a docu¬ 
ment) ; to ratify, confirm, approve, 
endorsement, n. 

endow (en-dou') [EN-, F. douer , to dower], I 
v.t. To invest w'ith goods, privileges, | 
qualities, etc.; to bestow a permanent j J 
income upon; to give a dowry to. en¬ 
dowment, n. 

endue (en-du') [EN-, L. ducere , to lead], 
v.t. To put on, clothe, invest (with), 
endure (en-dur') [EN-, L. dUrus , hard], v.t. | 
To bear, sustain; to undergo, suffer; to 
submit to. v.i. To last, esp. in the same 
state; to bear suffering with patience and 
fortitude. enduring, a. Bearing; 
durable, permanent, endurability, n. 
endur able, a. endurance, n. Act or 
state of enduring or suffering; capacity 
of suffering with patience; continuance, 
duration. 

-ene, suf. (Chem.) Denoting a hydro¬ 
carbon, such as benzene , naphthalene. 
enemy (en'e-mi) [L. ininneus (in, UN-, 
amicus, friend)], n. One hostile to another; 
an adversary, one opposed to any subject 
or cause; a hostile army, ship, etc. 
energy (en6r-ji) [EN-, Gr. ergon, work], n. 
Internal or inherent power; force, vigour; 
capability of action; active operation; 
emphasis, energetic, a. 
enervate (en'6r-vat) [L. enervdtus], v.t. To 
deprive of force or strength; to weaken; 
to render effeminate, enerva'tion, n. 
enfeeble (en-febl') [O.F. enfeblir ], v.t. To 
make feeble or weak, enfeeblement, n. 
enfeoff (en-fgf') [A.-F. enfcoffer], v.t. To 
invest with a fief; to convey an estate in 
fee-simple, enfeoffment, n. 
enfilade (en-fi-lad') [F., from enfiler , to 
thread]. v.t. To rake with shot from end 
to end. 

enfold (en-fdld'), v.t. To wrap up, enclose; 
to clasp, embrace. 
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enforce (en-fors 7 ) [EN-, L. fortis , strong], 
v.t. To compel obedience to; to give 
force to; to press or urge forcibly, en¬ 
forceable, o. enforced, a. Forced, not 
voluntary. 

enfranchise (en-frin'chlz) [O.F. enfranchir 
(EN-, franc , FRANK)], v.t. To set free; 
to give full municipal or parliamentary 
rights and privileges; to give the right to 
vote, enfranchisement, n. 
engage (en-gaj 7 ) [EN-, F., gage , a pledge], 
v.t. To bind by a promise or contract; 
to order, bespeak; to occupy the time or 
attention of; to come into conflict with. 
v.i. To pledge oneself (to do something); 
to undertake; to embark (in); to enter 
into conflict (with); to interlock (with), 
engagement, n. The act of engaging; 
an obligation, contract; a mutual promise 
of marriage; occupation of time or atten¬ 
tion ; an appointment; a contract to 
employ; the state of being hired; an 
action or battle, engaging, a. 
engender (en-jen'd6r) [EN-, L. genus , a 
race, brood], v.t. To beget; to be the 
cause of, to bring about, 
engine (en'jin) [O.F. engin , as INGENIOUS], 
n. A machine consisting of a com¬ 
plication of parts for applying mechanical 
power, esp. one that converts energy into 
motion; an instrument, tool, 
engineer (en-ji-ner 7 ) [as prec.], n. One 
who designs or carries out the construction 
of works of public or military utility; one 
who constructs or attends to engines, v.t. 
To carry out as an engineer the formation 
or execution of (as railways, canals, etc.); 
to manage by tact or ingenuity. 

English (ing'glish) [A.-S. Englisc, from 
Engle , the Angles], a. Pertaining to 
England, its inhabitants, or language; 
characteristic of or becoming an English¬ 
man. n. The language or the people of 
England, v.t. To translate into the 
English language. 

engraft (en-graft 7 ), v.t. To graft upon, to 
insert (a scion of one tree) upon or into 
another; to incorporate; to instil, 
engrain (en-gran 7 ), v.t. To implant 
(qualities, esp. vices) ineradicably. 
engrave (en-grav 7 ), v.t. To cut figures, 
letters, etc., on, with a chisel or graver; to 
represent by carving; to imprint; to 
impress deeply, v.i. To practise the art 
of engraving, engraver, n. engraving, 
n. The act, process, or art of cutting 
figures, letters, etc., on wood, stone, or 
metal; that which is engraved; an 
impression from an engraved plate, a 
print. 

engross (en-gros 7 ) [EN-, late L. grossa , 
large writing], v.t. To write in large 
letters, or in legal form, 
enhance (en-hans 7 ) [A.-F. enhauncer], v.t. 
To raise in importance, degree, etc.; to 
augment, heighten (in price); to ex¬ 
aggerate. v.i. To be raised; to increase, 
enhancement, n. enhancive, a. 
enigma (6-nig'mi) [Gr. ainigma from 
aini$sesthai t to speak obscurely], n. A 


dark saying, a riddle; any inexplicable 
proceeding, enigmat'ic, -al, a. 
enjoin (en-join 7 ), v.t. To prescribe, impose 
(an act or conduct); to instruct (that), 
enjoy (en-joi 7 ) [EN-, F. joie, joy], v.t. To 
take pleasure or delight in; to have the 
use or benefit of. enjoyable, a. enjoy¬ 
ment, n. 

enkindle (en-kindl 7 ), v.t. To kindle, to 
set on fire; to rouse into passion, etc. 
enlarge (en-larj 7 ), v.t. To make greater, 
expand, widen; to set free. v.i. To 
become bigger; to expatiate (upon), 
enlargement, n. 

enlighten (en-li'ten), v.t. To give mental 
or spiritual light to, to instruct, en¬ 
lightenment, n. 

enlist (en-list 7 ) [EN-, list (1)], v.t. To 
enrol; to engage for military service; to 
gain the interest or support of. v.i. To 
engage oneself for military service, en¬ 
listment, n. 

enliven (en-li 7 v6n), v.t. To give spirit or 
animation to; to stimulate; to brighten, 
enmity (en 7 mi-ti) [A.-F. enemiU , as 
ENEMY], n. Hostility, 
ennoble (6-nobl 7 ) [O.F. ennoblir ], v.t. To 
make noble; to dignify, make famous or 
illustrious, ennoblement, n. 
ennui (on'nwe) [F.], n. Listlessness; 

want of interest; boredom, 
enormous (6-n6r'mus) [E-(EX-), L. norma , 
pattern], a. Very great in size, number, 
or quantity; huge, immense; outrageously 
wicked, atrocious, enormity, n. The 
state or quality of being enormous, in¬ 
ordinate, outrageous; a monstrous crime, 
an atrocity, enormously, adv. 
enough (6-nuf 7 ) [A.-S. gendh ], a. Sufficient 
for or adequate to need or demand, n. 
A sufficiency, ini. Denoting sufficiency 
or satisfaction, adv. Sufficiently, toler¬ 
ably, passably. 

enrage (en-raj 7 ), v.t. To put in a rage. 
enrapture (en-rSp'tur), v.t. To fill with 
rapture; to transport with delight, 
enrich (en-rich 7 ), v.t. To make rich or 
richer, enrichment, n. 
enrol (en-rdl 7 ) [O.F. enroller], v.t. To enter 
in a roll; to record, register; to include as 
a member, enrolment, n. 
ensanguined (en-sang'gwind) [EN-, L. 
sanguis, blood], v.t. Smeared or covered 
with blood; made crimson, 
ensconce (en-skons 7 ), v.t. To hide; to 
settle (oneself) comfortably or securely, 
enshrine (en-shrin 7 ), v.t. To place in or 
as in a shrine, to cherish, 
ensiform (en'si-form) [L. ensis , a sword], a. 

Sword-shaped, as the leaf of an iris, 
ensign (en'sin) [O.F. enseigne, L. insignis , 
remarkable], n. A banner, the flag of a 
regiment or a ship; a badge of rank or 
office; formerly, the lowest rank of com¬ 
missioned officers in an infantry regiment, 
ensigney, ensignsliip, n. 
ensilage (en'si-laj) [F.], n. a method of 
preserving forage crops by storing them 
whilst moist in pits; fodder so preserved, 
enslave (en-slav 7 ), v.t. To mete a slave 
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of, to bring under some influence, habit, 
▼ice, etc. enslavement, n. Servitude, 
ensnare (en-snar'), v.t. To entrap, 
ensue (en-su') [F. ensuivre], v.i. To 
follow in course of time, to succeed; to 
result (from). 

ensure (en-shoor') [O.P. seur t SURE], v.t. 
To make certain (that). 

-ent, suf. Forming adjectives, e.g. con- 
siitent , frequent ; noting an agent, e.g. 
student. 

entablature (en-tSbTA-tflr) [late L. in- 
tabular e, to form a flooring], n. That part 
of a structure that rests on the capitals of 
columns (architrave, frieze, and cornice), 
entail (en-tai') [RN-, P. faille ], v.t. To 
bestow or settle a possession inalienably 
on a certain person and his heirs, or a 
particular class of heirs; to impose (duties, 
expenses, etc., upon one); to involve, 
necessitate, n. An estate in fee limited 
in descent to a particular heir or heirs; the 
limitation of inheritance in this way. 
entangle (en-t&ngl'), v.t. To twist so 
that unravelling is difficult; to ensnare, 
involve in difficulties, contradictions, etc. 
entanglement, n. 

enter (enter) [P. entrer], v.t. To go or 
come into; to set down in a writing,ILst, 
book, etc. v.i. To go or come in; to 
become a competitor, 
enteric (en-ter'ik) [Gr. enter on y intestine], 
a. Pertaining to the intestines, enteric 
fever, n. Typhoid fever, 
tnterprise (en'ter-prlz) [O.P. enterprise , 
undertaken], n. An undertaking, esp. a 
bold or difficult one; spirit of adventure, 
boldness, v.t. To undertake, venture on. 
enterprising, a. Adventurous; full of 
enterprise, enterprisingly, adv. 
entertain (en-tir-tan') [P. entretenir], v.t. 
To receive and treat as a guest; to divert, 
amuse; to hold in mind, cherish, v.i. 
To exercise hospitality; to receive com¬ 
pany. entertainer, n. One who enter¬ 
tains, esp. one paid to do so. entertain¬ 
ing, a. Amusing, entertainment, n. 
enthral (en-thrawl'), v.t. To enslave, 
captivate. 

enthrone (en-thrfln'), v.t. To place on a 
throne; to invest with sovereign power; 
to induct (as a bishop) into the powers or 
privileges of a see. enthronement, n. 
enthusiasm (en-thu'zi-&zm) [Qr. enthou- 
siasmos , inspired, from entheos , possessed 
by a god], n. Intense and passionate 
seal; ardent admiration, enthusiast, n. 
One filled with enthusiasm; one completely 
poss-£sed by any subject; a visionary, 
enthusiastic, a. 

entire (en-tls') [O.P. enticier ], v.t. To 
allitre, especially into evil; to tempt, 
enticement, n. enticer, n. enticing, 
a. Alluring, seductive, 
entile (en-tlr') [O.P. entier], a. Whole, 
complete; unmixed; unqualified; un¬ 
feigned. n. A kind of porter, entirely, 
adv Wholly, fully, exclusively, entirety 
(en-tlr'ti), n. Completeness, 
entitle (en-titl'), v.t. To give a name or 


title to, to designate; to give a right, title, 
or claim to anything. 

entity (en'ti-ti) [late L, entit&s], n. Essence, 
existence, as distinguished from qualities 
or relations; a being; that which con¬ 
stitutes its being, entitative, a. 
entomb (en-toom'), v.t. To plaoe in a 
tomb, to bury, entombment, n. 
entomo- [Gr. entomon, an insect], tomb, 
form. Pertaining to insects, ento¬ 
mology (en-t6-mol'6-ji), n. The science 
which treats of insects, entomologist, n. 
A student of this. 

entrails (en'tr&lz) [O.P. entraile ], n.pl. 
The internal parts of animals; the intes¬ 
tines ; bowels. 

entrain (en-tran'), v.t. To put into a 
railway train, v.i. To get into a train, 
entrance (1) (en'tr&ns) [enter, -ance], ». 
The act or the power, right, or liberty of 
entering; the passage or doorway by 
which a place is entered, 
entrance (2) (en-traeis') [EN-, TRANCE], v.t. 
To throw into a state of ecstasy; to trans¬ 
port, enrapture, entrancement, n. 
entrap (en-tr^p'), v.t. To catch in a trap, 
entreat (en-tret') [EN-, F. traiter, to treat], 
v.t. To beseech; to treat, to act towards. 
v.i. To make entreaties, entreatingly, 
adv. entreaty, n. An urgent solicita¬ 
tion; importunity. 

entree (on'tra, an-trft) [F., entry], n. Free¬ 
dom or right of entrance; a made dish, 
entrench (entrench'), v.t. To surround 
or defend with trenches; to encroach 
(upon), entrenchment, n. 
entrust (en-trust'), v.t. To commit or 
confide to a person’s care; to charge with 
(a duty, care, etc.). 

entry (en'tri) [P. entree], n. The act of 
entering, esp. ceremonially; the passage, 
etc., by which anything is entered; the 
act of inscribing in a book, etc.; an item 
so entered. 

entwine (en-twin'), v.t. To twine or twist 
together; to embrace, enfold, 
enumerate (4-nu'm6r-&t) [E-(EX-), L. nu¬ 
merous, numbered], v.t. To reckon np 
one by one; to specify the items of. 
enumeration, n. enu'merative, a. 
enumerator, n. 

enunciate (e-nGn'si-at) [e-(ex-), L. nunti- 
dtus , announced], v.t. To pronounce dis¬ 
tinctly; to express definitely, state with 
formal precision, enunciation, n. 
envelop (en-vel'6p) [O.P. enveloper ], v.t. 
To enwrap, surround so as to hide; to 
surround with troops or offensive works, 
envelopment, n. 

envelope (en'v6-16p) [P. enveloppe , as 
prec.], n. A wrapper, covering, esp. a 
paper case to contain a letter, 
envenom (en-ven'6m) [EN-, O.P. venim , 
venom], v.t. To poison or make poisonous; 
to make bitter or spiteful, 
environ (en-vl'r6n) [EN-, P. virer, to veer, 
turn], v.t. To surround, to extend round, 
encompass; to beset, environment, n. 
The act of environing; that which encom¬ 
passes surrounding objects, scenery, cir- 
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cumstanees, etc.; the sum of external 
Influences affecting an organism, environs, 
n.pl. The parts or districts round any 
place. 

envisage^en-vlz'Aj), v.t, To look into the 
face of Cir directly at. 
envoy (en'voi) [O.P. envois, a message], n. 
A diplomatic agent, next below an am¬ 
bassador; a messenger, rep^sentative; 
a concluding stanza to a poem, 
envy (en'vi) [O.P. envie , L. invidia (IN-, 
vidSre, to see)], n. Ill-will at the superi¬ 
ority, success, or good fortune of others; 
the object of this feeling, v.t. To regard 
with envy; to feel jealous of; to covet. 
v.i. To have envious feelings, enviable, 
a. Capable of exciting envy: of a nature 
to be envied, envious, o. Infected with 
or instigated by envy, 
eous, suf. Forming adjectives, as piteous, 
righteous. 

ep-, epi- [Gr. upon, besides], pre/., as 
epigram, episode* 

ejiact (e'pakt) [ep-, Gr. agein, to bring], 
n. The moon’s age at the beginning of the 
year; the excess of the solar above the 
lunar year. 

epaulet (ep'6-let) [P. ipaulette (ipaule, 
shoulder)], n. An ornament worn on the 
shoulder in certain uniforms, 
epergne (6-p&rn', -pSrn') [?], n. An orna¬ 
mental stand for the centre of a table, etc. 
ephemera (3-fem'6r-&) [Gr. ephimeros 
(epi-, himera, day)], n. (pi. -rae). A 
short-lived insect, esp. the May-fly; a 
fever of only one day’s continuance, 
ephemeral, a. Beginning and ending 
in a day; transient. 

epic (ep'ik) [Gr. epikos, epos, a word], o. 
Narrating some heroic event in a lofty 
style, n. A poem narrating some notable 
action or series of actions, accomplished 
by a hero or heroes, epical, a. 
epicure (ep'i-kur), n. One devoted to 
sensual pleasures, esp. those of the table, 
epicurism, n. Epicure'an, n. A fol¬ 
lower of Epicurus, who taught that pleasure 
is the supreme good and the basis of 
morality; a person devoted to pleasure; 
a gourmand. o. Pertaining to the philo¬ 
sophy of Epicurus, epicureanism, n. 
epicycle (ep'i-slkl) [epi-, Gr. kuklos, circle], 
n. A small circle the centre of which is 
carried round upon another circle, 
epidemic (ep-i-dem'ik) [epi-, Gr. dimos, 
people], o. Affecting at once a large 
number in a community, n. A disease 
attacking many persons at the same time, 
and spreading with great rapidity, epi¬ 
demical, a. 

epidermis (ep-i-dgr'mis) [epi-, Gr. derma, 
skin], n. The external skin in animals, 
epigram (ep'i-gr&m) [L. and Gr. (epi-, 
-GRAM)], n. A short poem or com¬ 
position of a pointed or antithetical char¬ 
acter. epigrammat'ic, o. 
epigraph (ep'i-grSf) [epi-, Gr. graphein, 
to write], n. A motto; an inscription 
placed on buildings, statues, tombs, etc. 
epilepsy (ep'i-lep-si) [epi-, Gr. lambanein. 


to take], n. A nervous disease involving 
convulsions and loss of consciousness; 
falling sickness, epileptic. a. n. 
epilogue (ep'i-log) [epi-, Gr. logos, speech], 
n. A short speech or poem following a 
play; the concluding part of a book, etc. 
Epiphany (3-pif'&-ni) [EPI-, Gr. phainein, 
to show], n. The festival held on January 
6 to commemorate the manifestation of 
Christ to the Magi at Bethlehem, 
episcopacy (6-pis'kd-p&-si) [L. episcopus , 
bishop], n. Government of a Church by 
bishops; bishops collectively, episcopal, a. 
Appertaining to a bishop; constituted on 
this form of government, episcopalian, 
n. A member of an episcopal Church. 
a. Episcopal, episccpalianism, ». 
epis'eopate, n. The office or see of % 
bishop, the term during which ne holds 
office; bishops collectively, 
episode (ep'i-sSd) [Gr. epeisodion , adven¬ 
titious,] n. An incident or series of events 
in a story, separable though arising out 
of it. episodic, -a! (-sod'ik, -&1), a. 
epistle (6-pisl') [epi-, Gr. stellein, to send], 
n. A written communication, a letter; 
a literary work in the form of a letter, 
epistolary, a. Pertaining to or suitable 
for letters; carried on by means of letters, 
epitaph (ep'i-t&f) [epi-, Gr. taphos, tomb], 
n. An inscription on or for a tomb or 
monument. 

epithalamium (ep-i-tM-15'mi-flm) [EPI-, 
Gr. thalamos, bridal chamber], n. (pi. 
-mia). A nuptial poem, 
epithet (ep'i-thet) [Gr. epitithenai, to place 
upon], n. A word or phrase denoting 
any quality or attribute, 
epitome (d-pit'6-mi) [EPI-, Gr. temnein, to 
cut], n. A brief summary; a condensa¬ 
tion, abridgment, epitomize, v.t. To 
make an abstract or abridgment of. 
epoch (6'pok) [Gr. epochs, a check, pause], 
n. A fixed point from which succeeding 
years are numbered; a period, an era. 
epode (ep'6d) [ep-, Gr. adein, to sing], n. 
In odes the part after the strophe and 
antistrophe; a lyric in which a shorter 
line follows a longer. 

eponym (ep'6-nim) [EP-, Gr. enoma y 
name], n. A name given to a people, 
place, etc., after some person; the name 
of a mythical person made to account 
for the name of a country or people, 
epon'ymous, a. 

equable (ek'-, 6k-w&bl) [L. ccqudbilis], a. 
Smooth, level, even; not varying, not 
irregular, equability, n. equably, adv. 
equal (3'kwal) [L. cequdlis], a. The same 
in magnitude, number, quality, degree, 
etc.; even, uniform; impartial, fair; 
having adequate power or means (to), n. 
One not inferior or superior to another; 
a match, v.t. To be equal (to), 
equality (6-kwol'i-ti), n. The state of 
being equal, e'qualize, v.t. To make 
equal (to, with), equalization, n. 
equanimity (e-kwa-nim'i-ti) [L. cequus , 
equal, animus , mind], n. Evenness of 
temper, composure of mind; resignation. 
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equation (6-kwa'shim) [L.], n. The act of 
making equal; two algebraic expressions 
equal to one another, and connected by 
the sign *=. 

equator (6-kwa't6r) [as prec.], n. A great 
circle on the earth’s surface, equidistant 
from the poles; a great circle of the 
heavens, constituted by the production of 
the plane of the earth’s equator, equa¬ 
torial, a. Pertaining to the equator, 
equerry (ek'w6r-I) [P. icurie , a stable], n. 
An officer having the care of horses and 
stables; an officer of a royal household, 
equestrian (e-kwes'tri-an) [L. equestris , 
from equus , horse], a. Pertaining to 
horses or horsemanship; on horseback. 
n. A horseman. 

equi- [L. equus , equal], comb. form, equi- 
ang'ular, a. Having or consisting of 
equal angles, equidis'tant, a. Equally 
distant from some point, 
equilateral (6-kwi-lat'6r-61), a. Having 
ail the sides equal, equilaterally, adv. 
equilibrium (§-kwi-lib'ri-um) [EQUI-, L. 
llbrdrc , to balance], n. A state of equal 
balance, equipoise. 

equine (ek'win) [L. equus , a horse], a. 

Pertaining to or resembling a horse, 
equinox (e'kwi-noks) [P. equinoxe , EQUI-, 
L. nos, night], n. The moment at which 
the sun crosses the equator and renders 
day and night equal (vernal equinox, 21st 
Mar., autumnal, 23rd Sept.), equinoctial 
( nok'shal). a. 

equip (6-kwip') [F. iquiper], v.t. To 
furnish, esp. to supply with arms; to 
qualify, equipage (ek'wi-paj), n. That 
with which one is equipped; arms and 
military outfit; a carriage with horses and 
attendants, equip'ment, n. 
equipoise (e'kwi-poiz) [EQUI-, POISE], n. 
A state of equality of weight or force, 
equilibrium; that which counterbalances, 
equipollent (g-kwi-pol'ent) [EQUI-, L. 
pollere to be strong], o. Having equal 
force, significance, etc. 
equitable (ek'wi-tabl) [EQUITY, -able], a. 

Acting or done with equity; fair, just, 
equity (ek'wi-ti) [L. cequitds , from oequus , 
fair], n. Justice, fairness; the applica¬ 
tion of principles of justice to correct the 
deficiencies of law. 

equivalent (e-kwiv'6-16nt) [EQUI-, L. valgrc, 
to be worth], a. Of equal value, force, or 
weight; alike in significance or eifect; 
interchangeable, n. Anything which is 
equal to something else in amount, force, 
etc. equivalence, -lency, n. 
equivocal (e-kwiv'6-kal) [EQUI-, L. vocare, 
to call], a. Ambiguous, capable of a 
tw’ofold interpretation, 
equivocate (e-kwiv'd-kat) [as prec.], v.i. 
To speak ambi uously so as to deceive; 
to prevaricate, equivocation, n. 

-er, suf. (1). D noting an agent or doer, 
as hatter , player , poulterer ; denoting resi¬ 
dence, etc., as Britisher , Londoner ; (2) 
denoting a person or thing connected with, 
as butler, officer, sa npler ; (3) denoting com¬ 
parison, as richer , taller; (4) denoting an 


action, as disclaimer , user; (5) frequen¬ 
tative, as chatter, slumber. 
era (er'4) [late L. cera, a number], n. A 
system of chronology running from a fixed 
point of time. 

eradicate (6-rad'i-kat) [e-(ex-), L. rddix % 
root], v.t. To root up, extirpate, eradic¬ 
ate, a. eradication, n. 
erase (6-raz') [E-(EX-), L. radere , to scrape], 
v.t. To rub out; to obliterate, expunge. 
Erastian (6-rSs'ti-An), n. One holding 
that the State has supreme authority 
over the Church, the opinion attributed 
to Erastus, a German physician (1524-83). 
Erastianism, n. 

ere(ar) [A.-S. aer], prep, and conj. Before, 
sooner than. 

erect (6-rekt') [L. grectus, set up], a. Up¬ 
right; not bending; vertical; undismayed, 
firm, alert, v.t. To raise; to construct, 
build; to exalt; to set up. erectile 
(6-rek'til), a. Susceptible of erection, 
erection, n. 

ergo (Cr'go) [L.], adv. Therefore, 
ergot (er'got) [O.P. argot, a cock’s spur, 
spurred rye], n. A disease in rye, etc., 
caused by a fungus; a preparation from 
this used in medicine. 

ermine (gr'min) [O.F.], n. An animal of 
the weasel tribe; its fur, which becomes 
snowy white in winter except the tip 
of the tail, wffiich is black, ermined, a. 
Clothed with or wearing ermine, as judges, 
erode (6-rod') [E-(EX-), L. rodere, to gnaw], 
v.t. To eat into; to corrode, wear away, 
erosion (6-ro'zhun), n. 
erotic (6-rot'ik) [Gr. erOlikos, from erds, 
love], a. Pertaining to or caused by love ; 
amatory. 

err (er) [L. err are, to stray, wander], v.i . 
To blunder, to miss the truth, etc.; to be 
incorrect; to deviate from duty, 
errand (er'dnd) [A.-S. cerende ], n. A short 
journey to carry a message, etc.; the 
object of such a journey, 
errant (er'ant) [O.P., wandering, as ERR], 
a. Wandering, roving, 
erratic (e-rSt'ik) [L. erraticus , as ERR], a. 

Irregular in movement, eccentric, 
erratum (6-ra'tum) [L. as ERR], n. (pi. 
-ta). An error or mistake in printing or 
writing; (pi.) a list of corrections, 
erroneous (6-ro'n6-us) [L. errOncus , a 3 
ERR], a. Mistaken, incorrect, 
error (er'6r) [L. error, a w andering, as ERR], 
n. A mistake; deviation from truth or 
accuracy; wrong opinion; a sin of a 
venial kind. 

Erse (Srs) [Sc. var. of Irish], n. The Gaelic 
dialect of the Scottish Highlands, o. 
Gaelic. 

erst (erst) [A.-S. cerest , superl. of or, soon], 
adv. Formerly, of yore, 
eructation (e-ruk-ta'shun) [E-(EX-), L. rwe- 
tare, to belch], n. The act of belching, 
erudite (er'u-dit) [L. Sruditus], a. Learned; 
well-read, well informed, erudition 
(-dish'un), n. Learning, extensive know¬ 
ledge gained by study, 
erupt (6-rupt') [L. emptus , broken forth]. 
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v.t. To emit violently, as a volcano, etc. 
v.i. To burst out; to break through, 
eruption, n. The act of bursting forth; 
an outburst of lava, etc., from a volcano, 
-ery, -ry, suf. Forming abstract or col¬ 
lective nouns, meaning a business, culti¬ 
vation, etc., conduct, things connected with 
or of the nature of, etc.; e.g. foolery, gro¬ 
cery, rockery , witchery. 
erysipelas (er-i-sip'6-l&s) [Qr. eruthros , red, 
fella, skin], n. A deep red inflammation 
of the skin, with diffused swelling, 
escalade (es-ka-iad') [Sp. escalada], n. An 
attack in which scaling-ladders are used 
to mount ramparts, etc. v.t. To storm 
by means of scaling-ladders, 
escalator (es'ka-l&-t6r) [as prec.], n. A 
moving stairway. 

escapade (es-ka-p&d') [as foil.], n. A wild 
freak or prank; an escape from restraint, 
escape (es-kap') [O.F. eschaper , prob. from 
L. EX-, cappa , cloak], v.t. To get safely 
away from; to evade, to avoid (a thing 
or act); to slip away from, elude attention. 
v.i. To get safely away; to find an issue, 
to leak; to evade capture, danger, etc. n. 
Act or means of escaping; state of having 
escaped; flight, deliverance; a leakage, 
escape'ment, n. A checking and regu¬ 
lating device in a clock or watch, 
escarpment, n. The precipitous face of a 
ridge, fortifications, etc. 

-esce, suf. Forming inceptive verbs, as 
acquiesce, coalesce, effervesce, -escent, 
suf. Forming adjectives from these, as 
acquiescent, coalescent. -escence [-ENCE], 
suf. Forming abstract nouns from the 
same, as acquiescence, coalescence. 
eschatology (es-kA-tol'6-ji) [Gr. eschalot, 
last], n. The doctrine of the last things, 
death, the last judgment, the future state, 
escheat (es-chet') [O.F. eschete\, n. The 
reverting of property to the lord of the fee, 
the Crown, or the State, on the death of the 
owner intestate without heirs, 
eschew (es-choo') [O.R eschiver, cogn. with 
A.-S. sceoh, shy], v.t. To avoid, shun, 
escort (es'kort) [F. escorte ], n. An armed 
guard attending baggage, munitions, etc., 
en route; a guard of honour, v.t. (es- 
kort'). To act as escort to; to attend 


upon. _ 

escritoire (es-kri-twawr') [F. tcritoirc, L. 
scriptorium ( scribere, to write)], n. A 
writing-desk, with drawers, etc., a bureau, 
esculent (es'ku-16nt) [L. esca, food], " 
Good for food; edible, n. An edible, 
escutcheon (es-kuch'6n) [A.-F. escuchon, L. 
scutum, a shield], n. A shield. 

-ese, suf. Belonging to a city or country; 
resembling a writer in style; as Bolognese, 
Chinese , Johnsonese, journalese. 
esoteric (es-6-ter'ik) [Gr. esbteros, inner], 
o. Meant for or intelligible only to the 
initiated; secret, confidential; initiated, 
espalier (es-pal'i-ir) [F.J, n Lattice- 
work on which to train fruit trees, etc. 
a tree so trained. 

esparto (es-par'td) [Sp.]> n. A 
grass or rush. 


especial (es-pesh'al) [L. specialis, special], 

a. Distinguished in a certain class or kind; 
exceptional; pertaining to a particular case, 
not general or indefinite, especially, adv. 
espionage (es-pi-6-nazh') [F. from espion , 
spy], n. The practice of spying; the 
employment of spies. 

esplanade (es-pla-nSd') [M.F., from 
esplaner, to level], n. A level space, esp. 
a walk or drive by the seaside, etc. 
espouse (es-pouz') [O.F. espouser, as 
SPOUSE], v.t. To marry; to give in mar¬ 
riage (to); to support (a cause, etc.), 
espousal, n. ( usu. in pi.). Betrothal, 
marriage. 

espy (es-pT) [O.F. espicr, to spy], v.t. To 
catch sight of; to detect. 

-esque, suf. Like, in the manner or style 
of; as arabesque, Dantesque, picturesque. 
esquire (es-kwir') [O.F. escuyer , L. scU- 
tarius, from scutum, shield], n. The 
armour-bearer or attendant on a knight, 
a squire; a title next below a knight’s. 

-ess, suf. Noting the feminine; as 
empress. 

essay (es'a) [O.F. essai, ASSAY], n. An 
attempt; an informal literary composition. 
v.t. (e-sa'). To try, to attempt; to test, 
v.t. To make an endeavour, essayist 
(es'a-ist), n. A writer of essays, 
essence (es'6ns) [L. essentia, from essens , 
being], n. That which constitutes the 
nature of a thing, or makes it what it is; 
being, existence; a solution or extract 
obtained by distillation, 
essential (6-sen'sh&l) [as ESSENCE], a. 
Pertaining to or containing the essence 
of a thing; necessary to the existence of, 
indispensable (to); real, actual, not 
accidental, n. That which is funda¬ 
mental, characteristic or indispensable. 

-est ,suf. Forming the superlative degree, 
as richest , tallest , wiseliest. 
establish (es-t&b'lish) [L. stabilire ( stabilis , 
firm)], v.t. To set upon a firm foundation; 
to found, institute; to verify, put beyond 
dispute; to ordain officially and settle on 
a permanent basis (as a Church), estab¬ 
lishment, n. Act of establishing; state 
of being established; a permanent organ¬ 
ization such as the army, navy, civil 
service, a staff, etc. 

estate (es-tat') [O.F. estaf], n. Property, 
esp. a landed property; a person’s assets 
and liabilities taken collectively; state, 
condition, standing, rank; a class or 
order invested with political rights, one 
of the Three Estates, viz., the Lords 
Spiritual, the Lords Temporal, and the 
Commons. 

esteem (es-tem') [as estimate], v.t. To 
hold in high estimation, regard with 
respect; to prize; to reckon, n. 
Opinion or judgment as to merit or 
demerit; respect, regard, es'tlmable, a. 
estimate (es'ti-mat) [L. cestimatus , valued], 
v.t. To appraise; to form an opinion 
about, n. An approximate calculation 
of the value, number, extent, etc., of 
anything; a judgment respecting char- 
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acter, circumstances, etc.; (pi.) statement 
Of probable expenditure submitted to 
Parliament or other authoritative body, 
estimation, n. The act of estimating; 
opinion or judgment; esteem, 
estoppel (es-totrel) [A.-F. estopper], n. An act 
or statement that cannot legally be denied, 
estrange (e 3 -tr&nj') [as strange], v.t. To 
alienate, to make (oneself) a stranger to. 
estrangement, n. 

estuary (es'tfl-a-ri) [L. asstu&re , to surge], 
n. The mouth of a river, etc., in which 
the tide meets the current, 
esurient (e-su'ri-ent) [L. esuriens , desiring 
to eat], a. Hungry; needy. 

-et, suf. Diminutive, as circlet , coronet. 
etch (ech) [O.Teut. atjan , to make eat], v.t. 
To produce designs on metallic plates by 
biting with an acid through the lines 
previously drawn on a coated surface. 
v.i. To practise this art. etcher, n. 
etching, n. Art of etching; an impres¬ 
sion taken from an etched plate, 
eternal (6-ter'nal) [L. ceternns], a. With¬ 
out beginning or end; everlasting, per¬ 
petual. eternity, n. Eternal duration; 
endless past or future time, 
ether (e'ther) [L. cether ], n. A hypothetical 
fluid of extreme subtlety and elasticity 
assumed to permeate space and all sub¬ 
stances, and to form the medium of trans¬ 
mission of light and heat; the ^higher 
regions of the sky; volatile fluid, produced 
by the distillation of alcohol with an acid, 
used as an anaesthetic, ether'eal, a. 
Airy, tenuous, impalpable, spiritual, 
ethic, ethical (eth'ik, -al) [Or. ethos , char¬ 
acter, disposition], a. Treating of or 
relating to morals; dealing with moral 
questions or theory, ethic, n. ( usu. 
in pi.) The science of or a treatise on 
morals; a system of principles and rules of 
conduct, ethically, adv. 
ethnic (eth'nik) [Gr. ethnos , nation], a. 
Pertaining to or characteristic of a race 
or people; racial: not Jewish or Christian. 
ethnoTogy, n. The science which treats 
of the varieties of the human race, and 
attempts to trace them to their origin, 
ethnol'ogist, n. 

etiquette (et'i-ket) [F. Etiquette, a ticket], n. 
The conventional rules of behaviour in 
polite society; the rules of ceremonial in a 
court, or a professional or other body, 
-ette, suf. Diminutive, as cigarette , novel¬ 
ette ; sham, as leatherette ; facetious fern., 
as suffrar^t 

etui (6-tw<?) [F.], n. A pocket-case for 
pins, needles, etc. 

etymology (et-i-mol'6-ji) [Gr. etumos , real, 
-LOGY], n. The science that treats of the 
origin and history of words; the history 
of a particular word; derivation, ety¬ 
mologist, n. etymolog ic, -al, a. 
eu- [Gr.], comb. form. Good, well, pleasant, 
as in eulogy , euphony. 

eucalyptus (ii-ka lip'ths) [EU-, Gr. kaluptos , 
covered], n. An Australian gum-trees, 
eucharist (u'kA-rist) [ eucharistos , grateful], 
n. The sacrament at the Lord’s Supper, 


euchre (uTcAr) [?], n. A card game tor 
two to four persons. 

eugenic (u-jen'ik) [Gr. eugengs , well-born], 
a. Pertaining to the development and 
improvement of offspring, n.pl. The 
science relating to this, 
eulogy (fl'ld-ji) [eu-, logy], n. Praise, 
panegyrio; a writing or speech in praise 
of a person, eulogist, n. eulogis'tic, 
-al, a. eu'logize, v.t. To speak or 
write of in praise. 

eunuch (u'nuk) [Gr. eunouchos ], ». A 
castrated man. 

euphemism (u'f6-mizm) [EU-, Gr. phgmg 
speaking, fame], n. The use of a pleasing 
term for one that is harsh or offensive; 
a softened expression, euphemistic, a. 
euphony (tl'fd-ni) [EU-, Gr. phone, voice], n. 
Smoothness or agreeableness of sound; 
pleasing pronunciation, euphonic (Ci- 
fon'ik), euphonious (fl-fd'ni-us), o. 
euphuism (d-fu-izm) [Gr. euphucs , well- 
endowed], n. A pedantic affectation of 
high-flown language (from Lyly’s Euphue* 
(1678), which popularized the style), 
euphuist, n. euphuistic, a. 

Eurasian (n-rS'shan) [EUR(OPEAN), ASIAN], 
a. Of mixed European and Asiatic (esp. 
Hindu) blood, n. One born of a Euro¬ 
pean father and a Hindu mother. 
European (fi-rb-pe'an), a. Pertaining to 
Europe, n. A native of Europe, 
evacuate (6-vak'u-at ([e-(ex-), L. vacuatus , 
emptied], v.t. To make empty; to with¬ 
draw from (esp. of troops), evacuation,». 
evade (6-vAd') [e-(ex-), L. v&dere , to go], v.t. 
To avoid or elude by artifice, sophistry, 
etc.; to shirk; to defeat, baffle, 
evanesce (ev-A-nes') [E-, L. vd net cor q\ 
v.i. To disappear; to vanish, evanes¬ 
cence, n. evanescent, a. 
evangelical (A-vAn-jel'ik-al) [Gr. euangeli - 
ko* (EU-, angellein , to announce)], a. Per¬ 
taining to or according to the Gospel; 
proclaiming or maintaining the truth 
taught in the Gospel; accepting for gospel 
only what Protestants consider to be so. 
n. A member of the Low-Church Party 
of the Church of England, 
evangelist (6-v&n'j6-list) [Gr. euangelistSs , 
as prec.], n. One of the four writers of 
the gospels; a missionary, lay preacher, 
evangelistic, a. 

evaporate (AvAp'6-rAt) [E-(EX-), L. vapora- 
tus , steamed, heated], v.t. To convert into 
vapour; to expel the moisture by heating 
or drying, v.i. To become or pass away 
in vapour; to exhale moisture; evaporat¬ 
ion, n. 

evasion (A-vA'zhiin) [as EVADE], n. The 
act of evading (esp. a question, argument, 
or charge); a subterfuge, equivocation, 
evasive (A-va'siv), a. evasiveness, n. 
eve (ev) [A.-S. £/<m], n. The evening before 
a festival, etc. 

even (1) (S'vAn) [eve], n. Evening, 
evensong, n. A form of worship for 
the evening; the time for evening prayer, 
eventide, n. Evening, 
oven (2) [A.-S. efen, efn ], n, Level, smooth. 
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uniform; capable of being divided by 2 
without any remainder; equal; balanced, 
unvarying, equable. v.t. To make 
smooth or level; to place on a level; 
to equalize, satisfy, adv. To a like 
degree; as much as, so much as; exactly, 
just, neither more nor less than, even- 
handed, a. Impartial, evenness, n. 
evening (ev'ning) [A.-S. cefnung, from efen. 
EVEN (1)], n. The close of the day. 
event (6-vent') [E-(EX-), L. vent us, came], 
n. Anything that happens, an occurrence, 
esp. one of importance; the possibility of 
an occurrence; consequence, issue, con¬ 
clusion ; an item in a programme of games, 
eto. eventful, o. Full of events; 
attended by important changes, 
eventual (6-ven'tu-il) [as prec.l, a. Hap¬ 
pening as a consequence; finally resulting, 
ultimate, final, eventuality, n. even¬ 
tuate, v.i. To happen, oome to pass, 
ever (ev'6r) [A.-S. atfre ], adv . At all times; 
always; at any time; in any degree, 
evermore, adv. Always, eternally, 
evergreen (ev'6r-gren), a. Always green; 
always young or fresh, n. A plant 
which retains its verdure through the year, 
everlasting (ev-er-las'ting), a. Lasting 
for ever, eternal. 

every (ev'ri) [as EVER], a. Each of a 
number, all separately; each, every one : 
Each one. everyone, n. Everybody, 
every other: Every alternate (day, 
week, etc.), everybody, n. Every per¬ 
son. everyday, n. Met with or hap¬ 
pening daily; used on ordinary occasions; 
common, usual, everything, n. All 
things; all of the things making up a 
whole, everyway, adv. In every way; 
in every respect, everywhere, adv. 
In every place. 

evict (6-vikt') [E-(EX-), L. rictus, con¬ 
quered], v.t. To dispossess or eject by legal 
process, eviction, n. 
evidence (ev'i-d6ns) [L. fvidentia (E-(EX-), 
vidSre, to see)], ». Anything that makes 
clear or obvious; indication, testimony; 
such statements, proofs, etc., as are legally 
admissible as testimony, 
evident (ev'i-d6nt) [as prec.], a. Open or 
plain to the sight; obvious, evidential, 
a. Affording evidence; proving con- 
clusivelv. 

evil (e'vil) [A.-S. yfeT), a. Bad, injurious, 
worthless, wicked; calamitous, sorrowful; 
malicious, adv. In an evil manner; 
maliciously, abusively; unfortunately, 
cruelly, n. That which injures or dis¬ 
pleases, calamity, harm; sin, depravity, 
evince (6-Tins') [E-(EX-), L. vincere, to 
conquer], v.t. To show clearly; to demon¬ 
strate. 

eviscerate (6-vis'6r-at) [E-(EX-), L. viscera , 
bowels], v.t. To disembowel; to empty 
of all that is vital, evisceration, n. 
evoke (6-v6k') [B-(EX-X L. voedre, to call], 
v.t. To call up, summon forth evoca'- 
tion, n. evoc'ative, a. 
evolution (S-vo-loo'shiln) [L. ivolfttus , 
evolved], n. The ret of unfolding or 


developing; development, as of an argu¬ 
ment, design, political, social, or natural 
system, etc.; the process by which a germ 
develops into a complex organism; the 
derivation of all forms of life from simpler 
forms or from a single rudimentary form; 
the theory based on this principle; (pi.) 
movements, changes of position, etc., in 
military or naval manoeuvres, dancing, eto. 
evolutional, -tionary, a. 
evolve (6-volv') [e-(ex-), L. volvere, to roll], 
v.t. To unfold, expand; to develop, to 
bring to maturity; to set forth (an argu¬ 
ment, etc.) in an orderly manner, v.i . 
To open, develop. 

ewe (ff) [A.-S. eotou ], n. A female sheep, 
ewer (u'6r) [O.F. aiguier , from L. aqua , 
water], n. A large jug for water, 
ex-, pref. Out of; thoroughly; without; 
formerly; as exceed, exit, exacerbate , 
exonerate, expatriate; ex-president. 
exacerbate (ek-s&s'6r-bat) [EX-, L. acerbus t 
bitter], v.t. To irritate, embitter, 
exact (eg-z&kt') [L. exactus], a. Precisely 
agreeing in amount, number, etc.; accurate, 
strictly correct; precise, v.t. To compel; 
to demand as of right, to insist upon, to 
require authoritatively, exacting, «. 
Severe or excessive in demanding; urgently 
requiring (of circumstances, etc.), exac¬ 
tion, n. exactitude, n. Exactness, pre¬ 
cision. exactly, adv. In an exact manner; 
quite so, precisely. 

exaggerate (eg-z&j'6r-at) [L. exagger&tus ], 
v.t. To heighten, overstate, represent as 
greater than truth warrants; to intensify, 
aggravate, exaggeration, n. 
exalt (eg-zawlt') [EX-, L. altus , high], v.t. 
To raise in dignity, position, etc.; to 
elevate in character, spirits, or diction, 
to ennoble, dignify; to praise, extol; to 
intensify, exaltation, n. 
examination (eg-zSm-i-na'shiln) [as foil.], 
n. The act of examining; careful 
scrutiny; the process of testing the 
qualifications of a candidate, 
examine (eg-zSm'in) [F. examiner , L. 
exdminare , conn, with exigere, to weigh 
out], v.t. To inquire into, investigate, 
scrutinize; to consider critically; to test 
the capabilities, qualifications, knowledge 
of, etc. v.t. To make inquiry or research, 
examiner, n. 

example (eg-zam'pl) [L. exemplum ], n. 
A sample, specimen, model, pattern, 
person or fact illustrating a general 
rule. 

exasperate (eg-zas'p6r-&t) [EX-, L. a> 
perdtus, roughened], v.t. To aggravate, 
embitter, exasperation, n. 
excavate (eks'ka-v&t) [L. excavdtus , hol¬ 
lowed out], v.t. To remove or uncover by 
digging, excavation, n. ex'cavator, n. 
exceed (ek-sed') [ex-, L. cldere ], v.t. Te 
go beyond; to be more or greater than; 
to surpass, outdo, excel, v.i . To go 
beyond bounds; to be greater; to excel, 
exceeding, a. Yery great in amount, 
duration, extent, etc. exceedingly, adv . 
excel (ek-sel') [L. excellere ], vj, To surpass, 
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exceed, outdo, v.i. To be superior, dis¬ 
tinguished, or pre-eminent (in or at), 
excellence, n. State of excelling; 
superiority; surpassing merit, etc. ex¬ 
cellency, n. Excellence; a title of 
honour given to a governor, ambassador, 
and certain other officers, excellent, o. 
Surpassing others in some good quality; 
of great virtue, worth, etc. 
except (ek-sept') [L. exceptdre ], v.t. To 
leave out, omit, exclude, v.t. To make 
objection (to or against), prep. Ex¬ 
clusive of, omitting, but. excepting, 
prep . Omitting, with the exception of. 
exception, n. Act of excepting; that 
which is excepted; an objection, dis¬ 
approval. exceptionable, a. Liable to 
objection; unusual, exceptional, a. 
excerpt (ek'-, ek-serpt') [L. excerptus , 
selected], n. ( pi . -ta.) An extract from 
a writing or book. 

excess (ek-ses') [L. excessus , a going out], 
n. That which exceeds; the quality or 
fact of exceeding the ordinary measure, 
proportion, or limit; the amount by which 
/one exceeds another; intemperance, 
“extravagance, excessive, a. 
exchange (eks-chanj') [EX-, CHANGE], v.t. 
To give or receive in return for something 
else; to interchange, v.t. To be given 
or received in exchange; to pass from 
one regiment to another by taking the 
place of another officer, n. The act of 
exchanging, or of resigning one state for 
another; interchange; that which is 
given or received in exchange; exchanging 
of coin for its value in other or foreign 
coins; the place where merchants, brokers, 
etc., meet to transact business, exchange¬ 
able, a. 

exchequer (eks-chek'6r) [med. L. scac- 
c&rium , a chess-board, as CHECK], n. The 
State treasury; the Government depart¬ 
ment dealing with public revenue; 
finances or pecuniary resources, 
excise (1) (ek-siz') [L. accensare , to tax], 
fi. A tax on articles produced and con¬ 
sumed in a country, v.t. To impose an 
excise duty on. excisable, a. Subject 
to excise duty, exciseman, n. An 
officer who collects the excise duties, and 
prevents evasion of the excise laws, 
excise (2) (ek-siz') [L. excisus, cut out], 
v.t. To cut out (a part), excision 
(ek-sizh'fin), ». 

&xcita (ek-sit') [L. excitare ], v.t. To 
rouse, stir into action or agitation; to 
stimulate, inflame the spirits of; to 
provoke, excitable, a. Susceptible of 
excitement; characterized by excitability, 
excitability , n. excitement, n. Stimu¬ 
lation, agitation; state or course of being 
excited, exciting,.a. Stimulating; pro¬ 
ducing excitement. 

uxcl^im (eks-kliim') [EX-, L. clamdre, to 
cry aloud], v.i. To cry out abruptly or 
passionately, v.t. To utter loudly or in 
an abrupt manner, exclama'tion, n. 
exclude (eks-klood') [L. excludere , to shut 
out], vJ . To shut out, prevent from 


coming in or participating; to debar; to 
reject, except, exclusion, n. 
exclusive (eks-kloo'siv) [as prec.], a. 
Shutting out, tending, or desiring to shut 
out; fastidious, exclusiveness, n. 
excogitate (eks-koj'i-tat) [ex-, cogitate], 
v.t. To think out; to devise by thinking, 
excommunicate (eks-kd-mii'ni-kat) [ex-, 
L. communis , common], v.t. To exclude 
from the communion and privileges of the 
Church, excommunica'tion, n. 
excoriate (eks-kor'i-at) [ex-, L. corium , 
skin], v.t. To strip the skin from, 
excrement (eks'kr6-m6nt) [as excrete], n. 
Refuse matter discharged from the body 
after digestion. 

excrescence (eks-kres'6ns) [ex-, L. crescere, 
to grow], n. An unnatural or disfiguring 
outgrowth, excrescent, a. 
excrete (eks-kret') [L. excretus, sifted out], 
v.t. To separate and discharge superfluous 
matter from the organism, excretion, n. 
excretory, a. Pertaining to excretion, 
excruciate (eks-kroo'shi-at) [L. excru- 
cidtus t tortured], v.t. To torture, to 
inflict severe pain or mental agony upon, 
exculpate (eks'khl-pat) [ex-, L. culpa , 
fault], v.t. To clear from a charge; to 
free from blame, exculpa'tion, n. 
excursion (eks-kgr'shun) [L. excursio (EX-, 
currerey to run)], n. A journey for health 
or pleasure; a short tour, a trip; a wan¬ 
dering from the Bubject, a digression, 
excursionist, n. excursive, a. Ram¬ 
bling, deviating, exploring, excursive¬ 
ness, n. 

excuse (eks-kuz') [L. excGsare (ex-, causa t 
cause)], v.t. To free from blame; to 
pardon, acquit; to ask pardon for; to 
justify; to exempt from an obligation or 
duty; to remit; to dispense with. n. 
(eks-kus'). An apology, justification; a 
pretended reason; an exculpation, ex¬ 
cusable, a. 

execrate (ek'sAkrSt) [L. exeerdtus 
accursed], v.t. To curse; to detest, 
execrable, a. Detestable, accursed; 
abominable, execra'tion, n. 
execute (ek'sS-kflt) [L. exectilus], v.t. To 
carry into effect, put in force; to perform, 
accomplish, complete, esp. by signing and 
sealing; to inflict capital punishment on. 
execution (ek-sAku'shun) [as prec.], n. 
The act of executing; performance, 
accomplishment; the infliction of capital 
punishment; destruction, slaughter; the 
mode of performing a work of art, skill, 
dexterity; the act of giving validity to a 
legal instrument, as by signing, exe¬ 
cutioner, n. One who inflicts capital 
punishment. 

executive (eg-zek'ii-tiv) [as prec.], a. 
Having the function or power of executing; 
pertaining to performance; carrying laws, 
decrees, etc., into effect, n. The person 
or persons carrying laws, sentences, etc., 
into effect; the administrative branch of a 
government. 

executor (eg-zek'u-tdr) [as prec.], n. One 
who executes, esp. a person appointed by 
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a testator to carry out the provisions of 
his will, executorship, n. executrix, 

, n. (pi. -trices) A female executor, 
exegesis (ek-se-je'sis) [EX-, Gr. hegeisthai , 
to lead], n. Exposition, interpretation, 
esp. of the Scriptures, exegetic (-jet'ik), 
a. Pertaining to exegesis, expository. 
n.pl. Scientific interpretation, esp. of 
Scripture, exeget'ical, a. 
exemplar (eg-zem'plar) [as EXAMPLE], n. 
A pattern, model; a noted example; an 
instance, exemplary, a. 
exemplify (eg-zem'pli-fi) [L. exemplum , 
example, -FY], v.f. To illustrate by 
example; to prove by an attested copy, 
exempt (eg-zempt') [EX-, L. emere , to take], 
a. Free (from); not liable or subject to. 
v.f. To free or allow to be free; to grant 
immunity (from), exemption, n. 
exequies' (ek 7 s6-kwiz) [L. exequies], n.pl. 

Funeral rites; obsequies, 
exercise (ek'ser-siz) [L. exercSre, to keep at 
work], n. The act of using, employing, 
or exerting; practice; an act of public 
or private worship; exertion of the body 
or the mind for health or training; a task 
set for this purpose; (pi.) drill, athletics. 
v.t. To employ, exert, put in practice or 
operation; to perform the duties of; to 
train; to keep employed or busy, 
ixert (eg-zert 7 ) [L. exertus, put forth], v.t. 
To put forth (as strength, power, or 
ability); to put in action or operation, 
exertion, n. 

exhale (eks-hai 7 ) [EX-, L. haldre , to breathe], 
v.t. To breathe forth; to emit, or cause 
to be emitted, in vapour, v.t. To be 
given off as vapour, exhalation, n. 
ixhaust (eg-zawst 7 ) [L. exhaustus, drawn 
out], v.t. To empty by drawing out the 
contents; to use up the whole of; to wear 
out by exertion; to drain of resources, 
strength, etc.; to treat the whole of a 
subject, n. The discharge or escape of 
steam, gas, etc., after it has performed its 
work; apparatus for this, exhaustible, 
a. exhausting, a. Tending to tire out 
completely, exhaus tion, n. exhaustive, 
a. Tending to exhaust; comprehensive, 
exhibit (6g-zib 7 it) [L. ezhibitus, displayed], 
v,f. To show, display, manifest, n. Any¬ 
thing offered to public view; a document, 
etc., produced in court as evidence, ex¬ 
hibitor, n. 

exhibition (ek-si-bish'ffn) [as prec.], n. 
The act of exhibiting; a display; produc¬ 
tion of documents, etc., in proof of facts; 
an allowance to a student, pecuniary 
assistance, exhibitioner, n. One who 
obtains an exhibition at a college, etc. 
exhilarate (eg-zil'a-r&t) [EX-, L. hilaris , 
glad], v.t. To gladden, enliven, ex¬ 
hilaration, n. exhil'arative, a. 
exhort (eg-zdrt 7 ) [EX-, L. hortarl , to urge], 
v.t. To incite by words; to urge, ad¬ 
monish. exhortation, n. exhor'tatory.a. 
exhume (eks-hum 7 ) [EX-, L. humus , the 
ground], v.t. To disinter, exhumation, n. 
exigence, -gency (eks'i-j6ns, -si) [L. 
exigeniia], n. Urgent necessity; a state 


of affairs demanding immediate action, an 
emergency, exigent, a. 
exiguous (eg-zig'u-us) [L. exiguus], a. 

Small, slender, scanty, exigutty, n. 
exile (ek'sil) [EX-, L. sallre , to leap], n. 
Expatriation; long absence from one’s 
native country; one who is banished, or 
has been long absent. v.t. To banish 
from one’s native country, 
exist (eg-zist 7 ) [EX-, L. sistere, to cause to 
stand], v.t. To be; to live; to continue 
to be. existence, n. existent, a. 
ex.t (ek'sit) [L. exltus, a going out], ». 
The departure of an actor irom the 
stage; death; a way out. v.t. (Stage 
direction) Goes off the stage, 
exodus (ek'so-dus) [ex-, Gr. hodos , a way], 
n. A departure, esp. of a large body of 
persons; the second book of the Old 
Testament. 

exonerate (eg-zon 7 6r-5,t) [ex-, L. onus 
oneris , a burden], v.f. To free from a 
charge; to exculpate; to relieve from an 
obligation or liability, exonerative, a. 
exorbitant (eg-zor'bi-tant) [EX-, L. orbita , 
a track], a. Out of all bounds, grossly 
excessive, exorbitance, n. 
exorcize (ek'sor-siz) [EX-, Gr. horkos, oath], 
v.t. To expel (as an evil spirit) by adjura¬ 
tions, prayers, etc. exorcism, n. exor¬ 
cist, n. One who exorcizes, 
exordium (eg-zbr'di-um) [EX-, L. ordlri , to 
begin], n. The introductory part of a 
literary work or discourse, 
exoteric, -al (ek-so-ter'ik, -al) [Gr. 
exOterikos ], a. Fit to be imparted to 
outsiders; comprehensible to the vulgar, 
public, opposed to esoteric, 
exotic (ek-sot'ik) [Gr. exdtikos], a. Foreign; 
introduced from a foreign country, n. 
Anything introduced from a foreign 
country, as a plant. 

expand (ek-spSnd') [ex-, L. pandere , to 
spread], v.f. To open or spread out; to 
distend, extend, enlarge, v.t. To become 
opened or distended, expansible, ex¬ 
pansile, a. Capable of expanding, 
expanse (ek-sp&ns') [as prec.], n. A wide, 
open extent or area. 

expansion (ek-sp&n'shhn) [as prec.], n. 
Act of expanding; state of being ex¬ 
panded ; enlargement, extension, 
expansive (ek-sp&n'siv) [as prec.], a. 
Having the power of expanding; tending 
to expand; extending widely; frank, 
expatiate (ek-spa-stii-at) [EX-, L. spatiarl , 
to roam], v.t. To dilate; to speak or 
write copiously on a subject, 
expatriate (ek-spa'tri-at) [EX-, L. patria , 
one’s native land], v.f. To exile, drive 
into banishment, expatriation, n. 
expect (ek-spekt 7 ) [L. expectare ], v.f. To 
look forward to; to regard as certain or 
likely to happen; to suppose, expect¬ 
ancy , - ance, n. Act or state of expecting, 
expectation; state of being expected; 
that which is expected, expectant, a. 
expectation, n. Act or state of expecting, 
anticipation; the ground for this; the prob¬ 
ability of a future event; (pi.) prospects. 
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expectorate (ek-spek'td-rat) [EX-, L. 
pectus, the breast], v.t. To discharge by 
coughing, hawking, or spitting, expec¬ 
toration, n. 

expedient (ek-sp€'di-6nt) [L. expedient ], a. 
Promoting the object in view; advan¬ 
tageous; politic as opposed to just. n. 
That which promotes an object; an 
advantageous way or means; a makeshift, 
expedience, -ency, n. 
expedite (ek'sp6-dit) [L. expedltus (EX-, pis 
pedis, the foot)], v.t. To facilitate, to 
accelerate the progress of; to dispatch, 
expedition, n. Speed, promptness, dis¬ 
patch; any journey by an organized body 
for some definite object; the persons en¬ 
gaged in this, expeditionary, o. ex¬ 
peditious, a. Speedy, active, 
expel (ek-spei) [EX-, L. pellere , to drive], 
v.t. To drive or force out; to eject, 
expend (ek-spend') [ex-, L. pendere , to 
weigh], v.t. To spend, lay out; to con¬ 
sume. expenditure, n. 
expense (6k-spens') [as prec.], n. A laying 
out; cost, outlay, price paid, expensive, 
a. Costly, requiring a large expenditure, 
experience (ek-sp5r'i-6ns) [L. experientia], 
n. Practical acquaintance with any 
matter; knowledge gained by observation 
or trial; something undergone, v.t. To 
gain knowledge of by trial or observation; 
to undergo, feel, meet with, experienced, 
a. Taught by experience, 
experiment (ek-sper'i-m6nt) [experiment 
turn ], ». A trial, proof, or test of any¬ 
thing; an operation, etc., designed to 
discover some unknown truth, principle, 
or effect, or to test an hypothesis, v.i. 
To make an experiment; to investigate 
by this means, experimental, a. 
expert (ek-spert') [L. expertus , experienced], 
a. Experienced, dexterous; practised, 
skilful, n. (ek'spgrt) One who has 
special skill or knowledge, expertly, adv. 
expiate (ek'spi-at) [ex-, L. pifitus, pro¬ 
pitiated], v.t. To atone for; to make 
amends for. expiation, n. 
expire (ek-splr') [EX-, L. splrdre , to 
breathe], v.t. To breathe out, send forth, 
emit, exhale, v.i. To breathe out; to 
die. expiration, n. The act of breathing 
out; cessation, termination, 
explain (ek-spian') [EX-, L. pldndre , to 
flatten], v.t. To make clear or plain; to 
expound and illustrate the meaning of; to 
account for. v.i. To give explanations, 
explanation, n. explan atory, o. 
expletive (6k-sple'tiv) [L. explitlvus, from 
expletus , filled out], o. Serving to fill out 
or complete, n. A word not necessary 
to the sense introduced to fill up; an 
interjection; a profane exclamation, 
explicate (eks'pli-k&t) [ex-, L. plicdtus , 
folded], v.t. To display the meaning of; 
to free from obscurity, explain, explic¬ 
able, o. That can be explained, ex- 
olica'tion, n. 

explicit (ek-splis'lt) [P. explicite, as prec.], 
a Plainly stated; outspoken, 
explode (ek-splfid') [EX-, L. plaudere , to 


clap], v.t. To cause to burst with a loud 
report; to refute, expose, v.i. To burst 
with a loud report. 

exploit (ek'sploit) [O.P. exploit , profit, as 
explicate], n. A feat, a great or noble 
achievement, v.t. (6k-sploit') To turn 
to account, exploitation, n. 
explore (ek-spldr') [L. expldrdre , to search 
out], v.t. To investigate, examine; to 
travel over in order to examine, ex¬ 
ploration, n. explorer, n. 
explosion (ek-splfi'zhiin) [as explode], n. 
A bursting with a loud report; a sudden 
and violent noise; an outbreak, as of 
physical forces, anger, etc. explo'sive, a. 
Bursting forth with great force and noise; 
liable to explode; produced by a sudden 
expulsion of breath, as p, b, t, d, k, g. 

n. An explosive substance, as gunpowder, 
dynamite, etc.; one of the above con¬ 
sonants. 

exponent (ek-spo'n6nt) [EX-, L. pfinere , to 
put], a. Setting forth or explaining; 
exemplifying, n. One who does this, 
export (ek-spfirt') [EX-, L. portfire, to 
carry], v.t. To carry or send (goods) to 
foreign countries, n. (ek'sport) Act of 
exporting, exportation; a commodity sent 
to a foreign country; (pi.) the quantity 
or value of goods exported, exportable, 

o. exportation, n. exporter, n. 
expose (ek-spdz') [EX-, L. pans fire, to lay 

down], v.t. To lay bare or open, disclose, 
reveal; to leave unprotected; to abandon 
(as a child); to display, esp. for sale; to 
unmask. expos4 (ek-spfi'za), n. A for¬ 
mal declaration ; a disclosure, exposure, 
exposition (-zish'fm), n. The act of 
exposing; an explanation, a commentary, 
expostulate (ek-spos'tfi-lat) [ex-, l. 
postul&tus , demanded], v.i. To reason 
earnestly (with a peraon), to remonstrate, 
expostulation, n. expostulatory, a. 
exposure (ek-spd'zhfir) [as EXPOSE], n. 
Act of exposing; state of being exposed; 
abandonment; (of a child, etc.); display, 
esp. of goods for sale; a revelation, 
expound (ek-spound') [as exponent], e.f. 
To explain, interpret, expounder, ». 
express (ek-spres') [KX-, L. pressus t 
pressed], a. Set forth distinctly; direct, 
explicit; intended, done, made, etc., for a 
special purpose, adv. With speed; by 
express messenger, n. An express train, 
messenger, or rifle, v.t. To set forth, 
make clear, put into words, 
expression (ek-spresh'iin) [as prec.], n. 
Act of expressing; that which is expressedt 
a saying, statement, word, phrase, ex¬ 
pressionless, a. 

expressive (ek-spres'iv) [as prec.], a. 
Serving to express; significant, expres¬ 
sively, adv. expressiveness, n. 
expropriate (ek-spro'pri-at) [EX-, L. 
proprium , property], v.t. To take from 
an owner for public use; to dispossess, 
expropria'tion, n. 

expulsion (ek-spiil'shfin) [as expel], n. 
Act of expelling; state of being expelled; 
ejection* expulsive, a. 
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expunge (ek-spfinj') [EX-, L. pungere , to 
prick], v.t. To efface, to erase, 
expurgate (ek'spur-g&t) [EX-, L. purgOtus, 
cleansed], v.t. To free from anything 
offensive, obscene, or noxious, 
exquisite (ek'skwi-zit) [ex-, L. qulsltue, 
sought], a. Fine, dainty; delicately 
beautiful; keenly sensitive, nice, fas¬ 
tidious. 

extant (Ak-stAnt') [L. extant, standing 
forth], a. Still in existence; surviving, 
extempore (Ak-stem'pd-ri) [L. ex tempore , 
from the time], adv. and a. Without 
premeditation or preparation; unstudied, 
extempora'neous, extemporary, o. 
extemporize, v. t. 

extend (dk'stend') [EX-, L. tendere, to 
stretch], v.t. To stretch out, prolong; 
to make larger in space, time, or scope; 
to expand; to hold out, offer, v.i. To 
stretch, to reach (in space, time, or scope), 
extensible, a. extension (ek-sten'shun) 
n. 

extensive (dk-sten'siv) [as prec.], a. 

Widely spread; large; comprehensive, 
extent (Ak-stent') [as extend], n. Size, 
scope, comprehension, distribution; a large 
space. 

extenuate (Ak-sten'O-fit) [L. extenudtus, 
lessened], v.t. To diminish the gravity of, 
to palliate; to offer excuses for. ex¬ 
tenuation, n. 

exterior (Ak-stAr'i-dr) [L. comp, of exter , 
outer], a. External, on the outside, n. 
The outer surface; the external features, 
exterminate (Ak-stSr'mi-nAt) [L. exter¬ 
minate , driven forth], v.t. To extirpate, 
destroy utterly, extermination, n. 
external (ek-stir'nAl) [as exterior], o. 
Situated on, or pertaining to the outside, 
superficial; objective; foreign, ex¬ 
traneous, extrinsio. n. An exterior or 
outer part; (pi.) outward features, rites, 
etc.; non-essentials, externally, adv. 
exterritorial (ek-ster-i-tdr'i-Al) [ex-, TERRI¬ 
TORIAL], a. Beyond the jurisdiction of the 
country in which one resides, exterri¬ 
toriality, ». Immunity from the laws 
of a country (as that of ambassadors), 
extinct (ek-stinkt') [as extinguish], a. 
Extinguished; that has died out. ex¬ 
tinction (ek-stink'shfin), n. 
extinguish (Ak-sting'gwish) [ex-, L. etin- 
guere, to quench], v.t. To put out, quench 
(as a light, hope, life, etc.); to eclipse, to 
obscure, throw into the shade; to anni¬ 
hilate; to pay off (a debt, mortgage, etc.), 
extinguishable, a. extinguisher, n. 
extirpate (ek'stir-p&t) [L. extirpate , 
rooted out], v.t. To root out, destroy 
utterly, exterminate, extirpation, n. 
extol (Ak-stol') [EX-, L. tollere , to raise], 
v.t. To praise in the highest terms, 
extort (Ak-stdrt') [L. extortus , wrenched 
away], v.t. To wrest or wring (from) by 
force, threat*, etc. extortion, n. ex¬ 
tortionate, a. extortioner, n. 
extra (ek'strA) [L. extrd , beyond, from 
outside], a. Beyond what is necessary; 
larger or better than is usual; additional. 


adv. Over and above what is usual, n. 
Something beyond what is absolutely 
necessary or usual. 

extra- [L., on the outside, without] ? comb, 
form, extramundane, o. Existing in 
or pertaining to a region outside our world 
or outside the universe, 
extract (Ak-strAkt') [L. extractue , drawn 
out], v.t. To draw or pull out; to draw 
out by chemical means; to select from, to 
copy out or quote; to deduce (from); to 
find the root of a number, n. (ek'str&kt) 
That which is extracted by distillation, 
solution, etc.; a passage quoted from a 
book, etc.; a preparation containing the 
essence of a substance, extraction, n. 
Act of extracting; descent, family, 
derivation. 

extradition (ek-strA-dish'fin) [F. (EX-, 

tradition)], n. The surrender of fugi¬ 
tives from justice by a government to 
that of the country where the crime was 
committed, ex'tradite, v.t. 
extrajudicial (ek-strA-ju-dish'Al), a. Tak¬ 
ing place outside the court, not legally 
authorized; outside the ordinary course of 
law or justice, extrajudicially, adv. 
extraneous (Ak-strA'nA-us) [L. extraneue ], 
a. Foreign, not belonging to a subject, 
etc.; external, not essential, extrane- 
ously, adv. extrane'ity, n. 
extraordinary (Ak-stror'-, Ak-strA-br'di- 
nar-i) [L. extra ordinem , outside the usual 
order], a. Out of the ordinary course, 
unusual; remarkable, exceptional, sur¬ 
prising; appointed for a special purpose 
or occasion, extraordinarily, adv. 
extravagant (Ak-strav'A-gAnt) [extra-, L. 
vagane , wandering], o. Exceeding due 
bounds, immoderate; visionary, fan¬ 
tastic ; prodigal in expenditure; (of 
prices, etc.) exorbitant, extravagance, 
n. State or quality of being extravagant, 
extreme (ek-strgm') [L. extrSmus , superl. 
of externe, outward], a. Outermost, 
farthest; at the utmost limit; last, final; 
most intense; going to great lengths, 
immoderate, n. The utmost or furthest 
point, the extremity; the utmost or 
highest degree; (pi.) things or qualities 
as different or as far removed from each 
other as possible, extremely, adv. 
extremist, n. extremity (Ak-strem'i-ti), 
n. The utmost point, side, or limit, 
extricate (ek'stri-kAt) [L. extrlcatus ], v.t. 
To disentangle, set free from any per¬ 
plexity, embarrassment, etc. extricable, 
a. extrica'tlon, n. 

extrinsic (ek-strin'sik) [L. extrinsecus , 
from without], a. Being external; not 
inherent or contained in % body; not 
essential. 

extrude (Ak-strood') [EX-, L. trOdere, to 
thrust], v.t. To thrust or push out or 
away; to expel, extrusion, n. 
exuberant (eg-zu'ber-ant) [L. exuberant], 
a. Luxuriant in growth; overflowing, 
copious, superabundant, exuberance, n 
exude (Ak-sud') [EX-, L. endure, to sweat]* 
v.t. To emit or discharge through pores! 
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to giro out slowly, v.i. To ooze out 
through pores, etc. exuda'tion, n. 

exult (6g-ztilt') [L. exsultare , to leap up], 
v.i. To rejoice exceedingly; to triumph 
(over). exultant, a. exulta'tion, n. 

exuviae (eg-zu'vi-§) [L., from exuere, to 
put off], n.pl. The cast or shed skin, 
shells, teeth, etc., of animals; fragmentary 
fossil remains of animals. 

eye (I) [A.-S. eage\ n. The organ of 
vision; the part containing it; sight, the 
power of seeing, acuteness of vision; 
careful observation, care, attention; 
look, expression; anything eve-shaped; 
a spot on some feathers, as those of the 
peacock; a bull’s-eye; the thread-hole 
of a needle; the loop in which a hook is 
fastened, v.t. To watch, to observe, 
esp. fixedly, suspiciously, jealously, etc. 
eyeball, n. The pupil, apple, or globe of 
the eye. eye-bolt, n. A bolt having a 
loop at one end for the reception of a 
hook, etc. eyebrow, n. The fringe of 
hair above the orbit of the eyes, eye¬ 
glass, n. A lens to aid the sight; (pi.) 
a pair of these; the lens nearest the eye 
in an optical instrument; a glass for 
applying lotion to the eyes, eyelash, n. 
The row of hairs edging the eyelids; a 
single hair from the eyelid, eyelid, n. 
One of the movable folds of skin for 
covering the eye. eyepiece, n. The lens 
or combination of lenses at the end nearest 
the eye in an optical instrument, eye- 
service, n. Service performed only while 
under supervision, eyesight, n. Vision; 
view, observation, eyesore, n. Anything 
offensive to the sight, eyeteeth, n.pl. 
The upper canine teeth of man. eye¬ 
witness, n. One who sees a transaction 
with his own eyes. 

eyelet (i'16t) [dim. of eye], n. A small hole 
or opening; a loophole; a small eye. 


F 

fable (fabl) [L. fObula (fart, to speak)], n. 
A story, esp. one in which lower animals 
speak and convey some moral lesson; a 
myth; the plot of a drama or epic; a 
falsehood, v.i. To write fables; to 
romance; to tell falsehoods, v.t. To 
feign, invent, fabled, a. 
fabric (fab'rik) [L. fabricd], n. Something 
put together; a building, frame, or 
structure; woven, felted, or knitted 
material, fabricate, v.t. To form by 
art, to manufacture; to invent, trump up. 
fabrication, n. fabricator, n. 
fabulist (f&b'u-list) [F .fabulists (as fable)], 
n. A writer or inventor of fables, fabu¬ 
lous, a. Feigned, fictitious; mythical, 
facade (fA-sad') [F.], n. The front of a 
building. 

face (fas) [L. facies ], n. The front part of 
the head, the visage, countenance; ex¬ 
pression, appearance, aspect; the visible 
state of things; that part of anything 
which presents itself to the view. v.t. 


To turn the face towards; to meet in 
front; to confront boldly; to stand I 
opposite to; to put a coating, covering, 
or facings on. v.i. To look or be situated 
in a certain direction, face-value, n. 

The nominal value shown on coin, bank¬ 
notes, etc. 

facet (f&s'At) [F. facette ], n. A small plane j 
forming the side of a crystal, diamond, etc. 
facetiae (fA-se'shi-e) [L.], n.pl. Humorous 
or witty sayings; comic or indecent hooks, 
facetious (fA-se'shus) [F.], a. Given to 
pleasantry; waggish, jocular, 
facial ffa'shfil) [L. faci&lis], a. Of or 
pertaining to the face, 
facile (f&s'il) [L. facilis], a. Easy to be 
done; easily led, pliant; dexterous, 
fluent; easy-tempered, facilitate (fa- 
sil'i-t&t), v.t. To make easy; to further, 
help forward, facility, n. Easiness in 
performing or in being performed; oppor¬ 
tunity or advantage for the performance 
or attainment of anything; readiness, 
fluency; quickness, dexterity, pliability, 
facing (facing) [VAOE,-INO], ». The action 
of the verb; a covering in front for 
ornament, defence, etc.; (pi.) trimmings 
on uniforms. 

facsimile (f&k-slm'i-li) [L.], n. An exact 
copy of writing, printing, a picture, etc. 
fact (f&kt) [L. factum , a thing done], n. 

An act or deed; something that has 
occurred or been done; something true 
or existing as distinct from an inference 
or conjecture; reality, actuality, 
faction (f&k'shun) [L. factio, a way of 
making a party], n. A united body of 
persons, esp. a party within a party; 
party spirit, dissension, factious, a. 
Given to faction; seditious, turbulent. \ 
-faction, comb. form. Denoting making, 
turning, or converting, as rarefaction , 
satisfaction. 

factitious (f&k-tish'us) [L. facticius], a. 

Artificial; conventional, affected, 
factitive (fAk'ti-tiv) [L. factus , made], a. 
Causing, effecting. 

factor (fSk'tdr) [L.], n. An agent, deputy; 
(Sc.) a steward or estate agent; one of 
the quantities that multiplied together 
make a given number or expression; any 
circumstance, fact, or influence which 
contributes to a result. 

factory (fftk'tdr-i) [L. factus , made], n. , 
A trading station established in a foreign 
place by a company of merchants; a 
building in which any manufacture is 
carried on. 

factotum ffSk-tfi'tflm) [L. fac, imper. of 
facere , to do, totum , all], n. A man of all 
work, a handy-man. 

faculty (fak'ul-ti) [L. facnltds], n. Power 
or ability of any special kind; capacity for 
any natural action, as seeing, feeling, 
speaking; the members of a learned pro¬ 
fession, esp. medicine; one of the depart¬ 
ments of instruction in a University; an 
authorization to perform certain functions, 
esp. ecclesiastical. 

fad (fad) [?], n. A whim, passing fancy; 
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a hobby; a favourite theory, faddish, at 
faddist, n. faddy, o. 
fade (fad) [O.F. fader , from fade , dull], v.i. 
To wither, to lose freshness, rigour, or 
beauty, fadeless, a. Unfading, 
fag (f&g) [?], t).t. To toil wearily; to work 
till one la weary; to act as a fag. v.t. 
To tire, weary out; to use as a drudge, 
n. Laborious drudgery; fatigue; a 
tiresome task ; a junior at a public school 
who performs certain duties for some 
senior boy; {slang) a cigarette, 
faggot (f£g'6t) [F. fagot j, n. A bundle of 
sticks or small branches. 

Fahrenheit (fa'ren-hlt) [inventor, d. 1736], 
a. Pertaining to the thermometer with 
the freezing-point at 32° and boiling-point 
at 212*. 

faience (fa-yans) [It. town Faenea], n. 

A fine kind of pottery with painted designs, 
fail (fai) [O.F. faillir , to miss, L. fallere , 
to deceive], v.i. To be or become deficient 
or wanting; to run short; not to succeed 
(in); to lose strength, sink; to die away; 
to become bankrupt, v.t. To be wanting 
to; to be insufficient for; to come short 
of. ». Failure, default, failing, n. 
A weakness, foible, prep. In default of. 
failure, n. A coming short; an omission, 
non-performance; bankruptcy; an un¬ 
successful person or thing, 
fain (fan) [A.-S. foegen ], a. Glad, well- 
pleased; contented, adv. Beadily. 
faint (fant) [O.F. feint , feigned], a. Weak, 
languid; giddy, inclined to swoon; dim, 
indistinct, slight, v.i. To swoon, n. 
A swoon, a fainting fit. 
fair (1) (far) [A.-S. foeger ], a. Beautiful, 
pleasing to the eye; satisfactory, specious; 
just, equitable, above-board; passably 
good, of moderate quality; clear, pure; 
legible, plain; of light complexion, adv. 
Courteously, plausibly; openly, Justly; 
on equal terms; according to the rules. 
n. A beautiful woman, fairway, n. 
The navigable part of a river, etc.; an 
open drive on a golf-course, fairish, 
a. Pretty fair, fairly, adv. In a fair 
manner; completely, utterly; passably, 
fairness, n. 

fair (2) [O.F. feire , L. ferias , holiday], n. A 
market or gathering for trade in a par¬ 
ticular town or place (usu. annually), with 
shows and entertainments, fairing, n. 
A present bought at a fair, 
fairy (firt) [O.F. faerie , enchantment], n. 
An imaginary being having magical powers 
and human form supposed to meddle in 
the affairs of men. a. Pertaining to 
fairies; fairy-like. 

faith (fath) [O.F. fei , L. fldes], n. Mental 
assent to what is stated or put forward 
without having absolute proof; firm and 
earnest belief; conviction, complete 
reliance; belief In the doctrines and 
moral principles of a religion; a system 
of belief or of doctrines; fidelity, loyalty; 
a pledge, engagement; reliability, trust¬ 
worthiness. faithful, o. faithfulness, 
n. faithless, a. Unbelieving; disloyal, 


not true to promises or duty, unreliable; 
treacherous. 

fakir (f4-k§r0 [Arab, faqlr ], n. A Mo¬ 
hammedan religious mendicant, 
falchion (fawl'shdn) [O.F. fuuchon , L. falx , 
a sickle], n. A short, broad sword with 
curved blade. 

falcon (fawl'-, faw'kdn) [O.F. faucon , as 
prec.], n. A small bird of prey, esp. one 
trained to hawk game, falconer, n. One 
who keeps and trains hawks, or who hunts 
with hawks, falconry, n. 
fall (fawl) [A.-S. feallari ], v.i. {past fell, 
p.p. fallen). To descend by the force of 
gravity; to descend suddenly, drop; to 
sink, to flow or be poured down, to become 
lower; to come down, to be killed; to 
decline; to decrease in power, value, 
weight, etc.; to subside, abate, languish, 
die away; to fail, be disgraced; to sink 
into sin; to turn out, result, happen; 
to be uttered (as by chance); to droop. 
n. The act of falling; a bout at wrestling, 
a throw; a waterfall; degree of inclina¬ 
tion, the slope; amount of descent, 
distance through which anything falls; 
autumn, the fall of the leaf; amount of 
rain, snow, etc., in a district; downfall, 
declension from greatness or prosperity, 
ruin, overthrow; a lapse from virtue; a 
veil; that part of the rope in hoisting- 
tackle to which the power is applied; a 
cadence. 

fallacy (fai'4-si) [L. faMcia , from fallere. 
to deceive], n. An unsound or misleading 
argument, anything that misleads or 
deceives; a sophism; sophistry, unsound¬ 
ness of reasoning or of belief, falla'cious, a. 
fallible (fal'ibl) [late L. fallibilis , as prec.], 
a. Liable to err or be mistaken, falli¬ 
bility, n. 

fallow (1) (fil'd) [A.-S. fealu], a. Pale 
brownish or reddish-yellow, 
fallow (2) [A.-S. fedging, rel. to fealga , 
harrows], n. Land ploughed and har¬ 
rowed but left unsown, a. Ploughed 
and tilled but not sown; unused, 
false (fawls) [A.-S./ak, L .falsus, deceived], 
a. Not true; deceptive, misleading; 
erroneous, wrong; lying, deceiving; 
deceitful, faithless; sham, spurious, 
falsehood, n. Untruthfulness; a lie, an 
untruth, lying; deceitfulness, unfaithful¬ 
ness; a counterfeit. falseness, n. falsity, 
n. 

falsetto (fawl-set'd) [It.], n. A pitch of 
voice higher than the natural register. 
a. Pertaining to such voice, 
falsify (fawl'si-fi) [FALSE, -FT], v.t. To 
give a false or spurious appearance to (a 
document, statement, etc.); to mis¬ 
represent; to counterfeit; to disappoint 
(expectations), falsification, n. 
falter (fawl'tSr) [?], v.i. To stumble, 
waver, be unsteady; to stutter; to 
hesitate, falteringly, adv. 
fame (fam) [L. f&ma], n. Public report or 
rumour; reputation, renown, celebrity, 
famed, a. Much talked of; celebrated, 
familiar (f4-mil'yar) [as next], a. Well- 
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known, intimate; usual, ordinary, not 
novel; easily understood; unconstrained, 
free, unceremonious, n. A close friend; 
a spirit supposed to attend at call, fa¬ 
miliarity (-fir'i-ti), n. Use, habitude; 
close friendship, intimacy; unceremonious¬ 
ness, esp. towards superiors or inferiors; 
a liberty, familiarize, v.t. To make 
familiar; to habituate, accustom, 
famity (f&m'i-h) [L. familia , from famulus , 
a servant], ». Those that live in the 
same house, including servants; father 
and mother and children; these with 
other relations; children, as dist. from 
their parents; those descended from a 
common ancestor; a race, a group of 
peoples from a common stock, 
famine (f&m'in) [L. fames , hunger], n. 

Great scarcity; hunger, starvation, 
famish (fSm'ish) [as prec.], v.i. To suffer 
extreme hunger; to die of hunger, 
famous (fa'mus) [L. fama , fame], a. 

Renowned, celebrated; first-rate, 
fan (f&n) [A.-8. fann], n. An instrument 
opening out in a wedge-shape for agitating 
the air and cooling the face; a winnowing 
implement or machine; the blade of a 
propeller; a bird’s tail; a rotatory 
ventilating apparatus, v.t. To agitate 
the air with a fan; to cool with a fan; 
to stimulate; to winnow, fan-light, n. 
A window shaped like an open fan, esp. 
over a doorway. 

fanatic (fi-n&t'ik) [L. f&n&ticus , from 
fanum , a temple], a. Extravagant in 
opinions (esp. religious); enthusiastic in 
the extreme; bigoted. ». A person 
affected with fanaticism, fanatical, a. 
fanaticism, ». 

fancy (fin'si) [FANTASY], n. The faculty or 
act of forming images, esp. those of a 
playful or capricious kind; inventive (not 
creative) imagination; a mental image; 
a delusion, a baseless impression, a caprice, 
whim- a personal liking; a fad, hobby. 
v.t. To picture to oneself; to suppose; 
to imagine or believe erroneously; to 
like, take a fancy to; to breed as a hobby 
or sport, a. Adapted to please the 
fancy rather than for use; ornamental, 
fancy dress, n. Masquerade costume, 
fancy work, ». Ornamental knitting, 
embroidery, orocheting, etc. fancier, n. 
One who breeds or eella birds, dogs, 
rabbits, etc. fanciful, a. Dictated by or 
arising in the fancy; unreal, imaginary; 
whimsical. 

fandango (fAn-d&ng'gfi) [8p.], n. A lively 
Spanish dance for two persons, 
fane (fan) [L. fanum], ». A temple, 
fanfare (fan'far) [F.j, n. A flourish of 
trumpets. 

fang (fang) [A.-S., a seizing], n. A tusk 
or long pointed tooth, 
fantasia (fan-ta-ze'a, f&n-ta'zi-A) [It., 
FANTASY], n. (Mas.) A composition in 
which form is subservient to fancy, 
fantasy (f&n'ta-si) [Gr. phantazein , to 
make visible], n. An extravagant or 
whimsical fancy or design; the faculty of 


forming fanciful images; a visionary idea, 
fantastic, o. Fanciful, whimsical, odd, 
grotesque. 

far (far) [A.-8. feor], a. (farther, -est, 
further, -est) Distant, a long way off; 
reaching a long way; remote from. adv. 
At or to a great distance in space, time, 
or proportion; by a great deal; by a great 
interval, widely, far-fetched, a. Un¬ 
natural, fanciful. 

farce (fare) [F. farcer , L. farclre, to stuff], 
n. A play in which the action is trivial 
and mirth the sole purpose; an absurd 
proceeding; pretence, mockery. v.t. 
To stuff, to fill, to puff out; to season, 
farcical, a. Droll, comical, 
fare (ffir) [A.-S. /aran], v.i. To go, to 
travel; to get on, to be in any state, to 
turn out (well or ill); to be entertained, 
to live as regards food and drink, n. The 
sum paid for conveyance, passage-money; 
the person or persons conveyed; food 
provided, farewell, int. Adieu, good¬ 
bye.! n. A good-bye, an adieu, a. 
valedictory. 

farina (fa-ri'-, -rfi'nA) [L., far, corn], n. 
Flour or meal; any powder; pollen; 
starch, farina'ceous, o. 
farm (farm) [A.-F. and O.F .ferme (d ferine, 
on lease)], n. A tract of land cultivated 
under one management; a farm-house; a 
place where children are farmed, v.t. To 
till, cultivate, take (land) on lease for culti¬ 
vating; to let out (as taxes, offices, etc.) 
at a fixed sum or rate per cent.; to contract 
for (as one who engages to feed or lodge 
children) at so much per head. v.i. To 
be a farmer, farmstead, n. A farm 
with the buildings on it. farmyard, n. 
The enclosure attached to farm buildings, 
farmer, n. farming, n. The business 
of cultivating land. 

faro (fftr'5) [Pharaoh], ». A card-game, 
farrago (fA-r&'go) [L.], n. A mixture, 
farrier (f&r'i-Ar) [L. ferrdrius (Jerrum, 
iron)], n. One who shoes horses; a shoe¬ 
ing smith and horse-doctor, farriery, n, 
farrow (fir'd) [A.-S. fearh, a pig], n. A 
litter of pigs. v. To bring forth pigs, 
farther (far'<A6r) [var. of further], a. 
More distant or remote; additional. 
adv. At or to a greater distance, extent, 
or degree; in addition, besides, farthest, 
a. The most distant, n. The greatest 
distance, the latest, the most. adv. At 
or to the greatest distance, 
farthing (far'fAing) [A.-S. fiorthing], y». 
The fourth part of a penny. 

‘farthingale (far'<Aing-gal) [8p. verdugado 
( verdugo , a rod)], n. A hooped skirt used 
to extend the wide gown of the 16th cent, 
fascinate (f&s'i-n&t) [L. fascin&re, to oast 
a spell], v.t. To exercise an irresistible 
influence over; to captivate, enchant, 
charm, fascinating, a. Charming, be¬ 
witching. fascina tion, n. 
fashion (f&sh'bn) [L. factiOnem , nom. -tio, 
a making], n. The make, style, or appear¬ 
ance of anything; mode, manner; prevail¬ 
ing style of dress; custom, usage; the 
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conventional usages of society; genteel 
society, v.t. To give shape and form 
to; to fit, adapt, fashionable, a. 

fast (1) (fast) [A.-S. faest], a. Firmly fixed, 
tight; faithful, steady; durable, unfading, 
not washing out; swift, moving quickly; 
dissipated, rakish, adv. Firmly, securely; 
quickly, in rapid succession; in a dissi¬ 
pated manner. 

fast (2) [A.-S. feestan ], v.i. To abstain 
from food; to mortify the body thus, 
n. Total or partial abstinence from or 
deprivation of food, esp. from religious 
motives; a time set apart for fasting; 
any holy time or season. 

fasten (fasn) [A.-S. fccstnian ], v.t. To fix 
firmly; to make fast, to secure, as by a 
bolt, knot, etc. v.i. To become fast; to 
seize, to lay hold (upon), fastener, n. 
One who or that which fastens, fasten¬ 
ing, «. The act of making secure; that 
which makes fast or secure, as a bolt, bar. 

fastidious (fas-tid'i-ffs) [L. fastidium, 
loathing], a. Difficult to please; squeamish. 

fastness (fast'nes) [FAST (1)], n. Quality 
or state of being fast or secure; a fortress. 

fat (f&t) [A.-S. feet], a. Plump, corpulent, 
full-fed; (of animals) fed up for killing; 
fertile, fruitful, n. An animal substance 
of a more or less oily character, fat¬ 
ing, n. A fattened animal, fatness, n. 
fatten, v.t. To make fat, to feed for the 
table; to fertilize. v.i. To become fat, 
to gain flesh, fattish, a. Somewhat fat. 
fatty, o. 

fatal (f&'t&l) [L. fcUilis, as FATE], a. Pro¬ 
ceeding from or decreed by fate; inevit¬ 
able; fraught with heavy consequences, 
decisive; causing death (to); deadly, 
mortal, fatality, n. A fixed and unalter¬ 
able course of things; supremacy of fate; 
deadliness, calamity. 

fate (fat) [L. fdiurri], n. The power pre¬ 
determining the course of events; destiny, 
lot; one’6 ultimate condition; what is 
destined; death, destruction; {pi.) the 
three Greek goddesses supposed to pre¬ 
side over the birth, life, and fortunes of 
men. fated, a. Decreed by fate; 
doomed, fateful, a. Fraught with fate. 

father (fa'fWr) [A.-S. feeder ], n. A male 
parent; a male ancestor; an originator, an 
early leader, esp. of the primitive Church; 
one who exercises paternal care; the senior 
member of any profession or body ; the 
First Person of the Trinity; a priest, a 
confessor, religious teacher, etc.; (pi.) 
elders, senators, the leading men (of a city, 
etc.), v.t. To beget; to be or act as 
father of; to originate; to adopt or 
assume as one’s own; to accept responsi¬ 
bility for; to ascribe to anyone as his. 
father-in-law, n. The father of one’s 
husband or wife, fatherhood, n. The 
state of being a father; the character or 
authority of a father, fatherland, n. 
One’s native country, fatherless, a. 
Destitute of a living father; without any 
known author, fatherly, a. Like a 
father; kind, tender. 


fathom (f&M'6m) [A.-S. feethm ], n. A 
measure of length, 6 ft. v.t. To ascer¬ 
tain the depth of; to get to the bottom of, 
to comprehend, fathomless, a. Not to 
be fathomed. 

fatigue (f&-teg') [L. fatigare ], n. Weari¬ 
ness, exhaustion from bodily or mental 
exertion; toil; labour not of a military 
nature performed by soldiers, v.t. To 
tire; to exhaust the bodily or natntal 
strength of: to harass, importune, 
fatuous (f&t'u-hs) [L. fatuus], a. Stupid, 
foolish; meaningless, silly, fatuity, n. 
faucet (f aw'set) [F. fausset ], n. A tap, esp. 
for barrels. 

fault (fawlt) [M.E. and O.F. faute ], n. 
Defect, blemish; an error, failing, blunder, 
faultless, a. faulty, a. faultily, adv. 
fauna (faw'nA) [L., a Roman goddess], n. 
The animals peculiar to a certain region 
or epoch. 

fautcuil (fS-tu-i) [F.], n. An upholstered 
arm-chair; a stall in a theatre, 
favour (f a'v6r) [L. favire, to show goodwill], 
n. Kindness, goodwill; approval; parti¬ 
ality, preference; a kind or indulgent act; 
aid, support, facility; leave, consent; 
a token of love or affection; a knot of 
ribbons, v.t. To behave toward with 
kindness; to support, facilitate, promote; 
to oblige (with); to be fortunate for; to 
approve, show partiality to; to resemble 
in features, favourable, a. Friendly, 
well-disposed; propitious; approving, com¬ 
mending, tending to promote or encourage; 
advantageous, favourably, adv. 
favourite (fa'v6r-it) [O.F. favorite, asprec.], 
». A person or thing regarded with special 
affection or partiality; one unduly 
favoured; a competitor considered to have 
the best chance, a. Regarded with 
special favour, favouritism, n. 
fawn (1) (fawn) [O.F. fan, faon ], n. A 
young deer; a buck or doe in its first 
year; the colour of a young deer. o. 
Yellowish-brown, v. To bring forth a fawn, 
fawn (2) (fawn) [A.-S. fahnian , as FAIN], 
v.i. To show affection by cringing (of 
dogs, etc.); to court in a servile manner, 
fay (fa) [L. fata ], n. A fairy, 
fealty (fe'41-ti) [as fidelity], n. Fidelity 
to a superior; loyalty, allegiance, 
fear (fer) [A.-S. fder, danger], n. A painful 
apprehension of danger or evil; a state 
of alarm; anxiety, solicitude; awe, rever¬ 
ence. v.t. To be afraid of, to dread; 
to shrink from; to reverence, venerate; 
to suspect, v.i. To be afraid; to feel 
anxiety; to mistrust, fearful, a. Timid, 
apprehensive, afraid (lest); terrible, 
awful; unusual, annoying, fearfully, 
adv. fearless, a. Free from fear; 
courageous, undaunted, fearlessly, adv. 
fearlessness, n. fearsome, o. Fearful, 
terrible, alarming. 

feasible (fe'zibl) [O.F. faisable , L. facere , 
to do], a. That may or can be done; 
practicable; plausible, feaslbirity, n. 
feast (fest) [L. festus , joyful], n. A sumptu¬ 
ous meal or entertainment, esp. a public 
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banquet; a celebration of some great 
event or personage, esp. a religious anni¬ 
versary; anything giving great enjoyment. 
v.t. To entertain sumptuously; to please 
greatly, as with something delicious, v.i. 
To feed sumptuously, 
feat (fet) [O.P. fait], n. A notable act; 

an exploit, achievement, 
feather (teth'er) [A.-S. fether], n. A plume 
or quill, a number of which form the cover¬ 
ing of a bird; a hairy fringe on a dog’s tail 
or legs; a tongue on the edge of a board 
fitting into a groove; ( Rowing) the act of 
feathering, v.t. To dress, cover, or 
adorn with feathers, v.i. (Rowing ) To 
turn the oar and carry through the air 
edgeways; (of hounds) to make a quivering 
movement with the tail when hunting, 
feature (fe'chur) [O.P. faiture ], n. A part 
of the face, esp. such as gives individual 
expression ( usu. in pi.); a distinctive part 
of anything, a salient point, striking inci¬ 
dent. v.t. (colloq.) To portray; to present 
on a cinematograph film, featured, a. 
Having a certain cast of face; presented in 
a newspaper, on a film, etc. 
febrifuge (feb'ri-fuj) [L. febris , fever, 
fngdre , to drive away], n. A medicine that 
dispels or mitigates fever, 
febrile (fS'bril) [L. febrllis , as prec.], a. 
Pertaining to fever. 

February (feb'ru-4-ri) [L. februa, a purifi¬ 
cation festival], n. The second month of 
the year. 

feckless (fek'16s) [?], a. Puny, futile, 
feculent (fek'u-16nt) [L. fceculentus], a. Full 
of dregs or sediment, 
fecund (fe'kund) [L. fecundus), a. Fruitful, 
prolific, fe'cundate, v.t. To make fruit¬ 
ful; to impregnate, fecunda'tion, n. 
fecun'dity, n. 

federal (fed'er-al) [P. ffdtral, L. fa:dus 
-eris, a treaty], a. Pertaining to a treaty, 
league, or contract; relating to a polity 
formed by the union of several states, or 
to such a Government as dist. from the 
separate states, federalism, n. 
federate (fed'6r-at) [as prec.], v.t. To 
organize as a federal group of states; to 
bring together for a common object, v.i. 
To combine and form a federal group; to 
league together for a common object, a. 
United under a federal government; 
leagued together, federation, n. 
fee (fe) [A.-F. O.P. ft], n. Remuneration 
for the execution of official functions or 
performance of professional service, v.t. 
To pay a fee to; to engage for a fee. fee- 
simple, n. An estate held in one’s own 
right, without limitation to any particular 
class of heirs. 

feeble (febl) [O.P. foible], a. Weak, in¬ 
firm, debilitated; lacking in force, vigour, 
or power; pointless, insipid; faint, 
feed (fed) [A.-S. fedan], v.t. To give food 
to; to supply with material, or with that 
which is necessary to existence, continu¬ 
ance, or development; to serve as nourish¬ 
ment for; to fatten; to gratify, v.i. To 
take food; to eat; to subsist (on or upon). 


n. Fodder, pasturage; the act of feeding 
or giving food; amount of provender given 
to cattle, etc., at a time; a feast, feeder, 
n. One who fattens cattle; one who eats, 
esp. in a certain manner; a child’s bib; a 
tributary stream; canal, etc. 
feel (fel) [A.-S. fSlan ], v.t. To perceive by 
the touch; to have the sense of touch; to 
hare a sensation of, or be conscious of; 
to experience, undergo, be affected by; 
to touch, try, or find out by handling or 
groping, v.i. To have perception by the 
touch; to be conscious of (as cold, wet, 
hungry, tiredness), n. The sense of 
touch; characteristic sensation of some¬ 
thing; perception, esp. of an emotional 
kind, feeler, n. Any device to ascertain 
the designs, wishes, or opinions of others; 
an organ of touch in invertebrates, feel¬ 
ing, a. Perceiving by the touch; easily 
affected, sensitive, of great sensibility, 
n. The sense of touch; the sensation pro¬ 
duced by touching; a mental impression, 
consciousness; emotion, sensitiveness; (pi.) 
susceptibilities, sympathies, feelingly, aav. 
feign (fin) [O.P. feindre, L. fingere]. v.t. 
To invent; to pretend, simulate, v.i. To 
dissimulate, feignedly, adv. 
feint (fant) [P. feinte, as prec.], n. A 
pretence of aiming at one point while 
another is the real object; a pretence. 
v.i. To make a feint or pretended attack, 
feldspar (feld'spar) [G. feld, field, spath , 
spar], n. (Min.) A crystalline mineral, 
felicitate (f6-lis'i-tat) [L. fillcitare ], v.t. 
To congratulate, felicitation, n. Con¬ 
gratulation. felicitous, a. Happy, pros¬ 
perous; apt, well-expressed; charming in 
manner, etc. felicity, n. Happiness; 
appropriateness; a happy expression, 
feline (fe'lin) [L. files, a cat], a. Pertain¬ 
ing to cats, or the cat tribe; catlike; sly. 
fell (1) (fel) [A.-S. flellan], v.t. To knock 
down, bring to the gronnd. 
fell (2) [A.-S. fel, skin], n. The hide of an 
animal, esp. if covered with hair; a fleece, 
fell (3) [Icel. fjall ], n. A rooky hill, 
fell (4) (O.P. fel, as FELON], a. Cruel, 
savage; terrible, dire. 

fellah (fel'&)[Arab./eii<IA], n. (pi. fellaheen) 
An Egyptian agricultural labourer, 
felloe (felt, -5) [A.-S. felg], n. One of the 
curved segments forming the, rim of a 
wheel; the whole rim. 
fellow (fel'5) [Icel. filagi ], n. An associate, 
partner; one of the same kind or species; 
an equal, a peer, compeer; one of a pair; 
a member of an incorporated society; 
the holder of a fellowship; a man, a boy; 
a person of little estimation; (in coinb.) 
one associated with oneself, v.t. To 
match, pair with, suit, fellowship, n. 
Companionship, close intercourse, cordial¬ 
ity of feeling, community of interest; a 
brotherhood, a corporation; the dignity 
of fellow in a college or learned society; 
an endowment for maintaining one engaged 
in research. 

/e/o-de-se (fel'5-d6-se) [A.-L., felon upon 
himself], n. (pi. felos) A suicide. 
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felon (fel'6n) [O.P. from late L. fellfinem, 
nom. fello], n. One who has committed a 
felony, a. Cruel, malicious; wicked, 
murderous, felo'nious, a. felony, n. An 
offence of a heinous character, 
felt (felt) [A.-S.], n. A kind of cloth made 
of wool, etc., rolled, beaten, and pressed, 
with lees or size; a piece of this, 
felucca (tt-luk'4) [It.], n. A small Medi¬ 
terranean vessel with lateen sails, 
female (fS'mai) [L. fgmella , dim. of fgmina , 
woman], a. Denoting the sex which brings 
forth young or lays eggs; pertaining to or 
characteristic of woman, n. A woman or 
girl; a she-animal. 

feminine (fem'i-nin) [O.P .feminin y as prec.] 
a. Pertaining to, or characteristic of the 
female sex; womanly; effeminate; (Oram.) 
belonging to the gender denoting females, 
feminin ity, femin'ity, n. The qualities 
or manners becoming a woman, fem'in- 
ism, n. Advocacy of the claims of 
women, esp. to equality with men. 
femur (f§'mur) [L. femur , the thigh], n. 
(pi. femora) The thigh-bone, femoral 
(fem'6r-41), a. Pertaining to the thigh, 
fen (fen) [A.-S. fenn ], n. Low, flat, and 
marshy land; a marsh, bog. 
fence (fens) [short for DEFENCE], n. A 
structure enclosing a piece of ground, or 
to keep cattle from straying, as a wall, 
hedge, paling, etc.; a guardplate, etc., 
in machinery; the art of fencing or sword¬ 
play; skill in debate; a purchaser or 
receiver of stolen goods, v.t. To defend, 
shield, or protect; to enclose with a fence; 
to parry, v.t. To practise the art of 
sword-play; to defend oneself or repel 
attack skilfully; to argue adroitly, to 
equivocate; to deal in stolen goods, to 
sit on the fence : To remain neutral in 
respect to opposing policies, fenced, o. 
fencer, n. fencing, n. Fences, a railing 
or railings; materials for fences; the act 
or art of using a sword; a protection 
round machinery; equivocation, parrying 
of argument. 

fencible (fen'sibl) [short for defensible], n. 

A soldier enlisted only for home defence, 
fend (fend) [short for DEFEND], v.t. To keep 
off, ward off. e.<. To provide or to get 
a living (for). 

fender (fen'dcr) [from prec.], n. A fitting 
round a hearth to confine the ashes; a rope 
or timber buffer to protect the side of a 
vessel from Injury by collision. 

Fenian (ffi'ni-An) [O.Ir. Fgne , a name of the 
ancient Irish], n. A member of an Irish 
secret society (formed 1858), whose object 
was to overthrow the British Government 
in Ireland and establish an independent 
republic, a. Pertaining to this society 
or object. 

fennel (fen'61) [A.-S. flnol ], n. A fragrant 
umbelliferous plant with yellow flowers, 
feoff (fgf) [O.F. feoffer y from fief , FEE], v.t. 
(Late) To grant possession, n. A fief, 
feoffment, n. The conveyance of an 
hereditament to another, accompanied 
by delivery; the mode of such conveyance. 


feral (fer'41) [L.], a. Wild, savage, 
ferment (fer'm6nt) [L. ferment-urn , fervgre , 
to boil], n. Any substance which causes 
fermentation; leaven; internal motion of 
the constituent parts of a fluid; tumult, 
agitation, r./. (fer-ment') To excite fer¬ 
mentation in; to rouse, agitate, excite. 
v.i. To be in a state of fermentation; 
to be agitated, as by violent emotions, 
fermenta'tlon, n. A process excited in 
certain substauces by living organisms or 
chemical agents, with evolution of heat, 
effervescence, and chemical decomposi¬ 
tion; commotion, agitation, excitement, 
fern (f5rn) [A.-S. /earn], n. A plant with 
fronds, or leaves, which are often divided 
in a graceful, feathery form, fernery, 
n. A place where ferns are cultivated, 
ferny, a. 

ferocious (fd-rO'shfis) [L. ferox, ferns, wild], 
a. Pierce, cruel, barbarous, ferociously, 
adv. ferocity (f6-ros'i-ti), n. State or 
quality of being ferocious. 

-ferous, $uf. Bearing, producing, as 
auriferous , / ossiltferous. 
ferret (1) (fer'6t) [O.F./wref, Tj. fur, robber], 
n. A partially tamed variety of polecat 
used for ratting and rabbiting, v.t. To 
drive out of a hole, clear (ground), hunt, 
or take with ferrets, v.i. To hunt rabbits, 
etc., with a ferret; to search or rummage 
about (for). 

ferret (2) [? It. fioretti , a kind of silk], n. 

A tape made of silk or cotton, 
ferri- [L. ferrum , iron], comb. form. Denot¬ 
ing a compound of iron, ferriferous, a. 
Yielding iron. 

ferro- [as prec.], comb. form. Denoting a 
substance containing iron; denoting a 
compound of iron, ferro-concrete, n. 
Concrete strengthened by incorporating 
bars, etc., of iron, 
fer'rous, a. Pertaining to iron, 
ferrule (fer'ul) [L. viriola , dim. of virice , 
bracelets], n. A metallic ring or cap. 
ferry (fer'i) [A.-S. /man, as fare], v.t. To 
transport over a river or other narrow 
water, in a boat, etc. n. The passage 
where a ferry-boat plies; the provision 
of such transport; the right of ferrying; 
a boat used at a ferry, ferryman, n. 
fertile (fer'tll, -til) [L. fertilis (ferre , to 
bear)], a. Productive, fruitful; having 
abundant resources; quick, ready, fer¬ 
tility, n. fertilize, v.t. To make fertile 
or productive; to make rich (as soil), 
fertilizer, n. A manure, 
ferule (fer'ul) [L. ferula , a rod], n. A rod 
or cane used to punish children in 
school. 

fervent (fSr'vfint) [L. fervens, boiling], a. 
Glowing; ardent, zealous, vehement, 
fervently, adv. fervency, n. 
fervid (fSr'vid) [as prec.], a. Burning, 
fervent; impassioned, fer'vour, n. Heat; 
ardour, intensity of feeling; zeal, 
festal (fes't&l) [feast], a. Pertaining to a 
feast or holiday; festive, joyous, 
fester (fes'tSr) [O.P. festre , as FISTULA], v.t. 
To suppurate; to form purulent matter; 
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to rankle; to become corrupted or rotten. 
vd. To cause to fester or rankle, 
festival (fes'ti-v&l) [as foil.], o. Pertain¬ 
ing to a feast; festal, n. A. festal day 
or time, a joyous celebration, 
festive (fes'tiv) [L. festlvus, as FEAST], o. 
Of or befitting a feast or festival; joyous, 
mirthful, festiv'ity, n. A festival, a 
joyous celebration or entertainment; 
gaiety, mirth; (pi.) merry-making, 
festoon (f 6s-toon') [It. festone ], n. A 
suspended chain of flowers, foliage, etc., 
forming a curve or curves, 
fetch (1) (fech) [A.-S. feccan], v.t. To go 
for and bring; to cause to come; to draw 
forth, to heave (as a sigh); to sell for (a 
price); to bring to any state, etc.; to 
reach, arrive at, accomplish; to delight, 
charm; to strike, n. A stratagem, a 
trick, a dodge; a deep sigh, fetching, a. 
Fascinating, charming, taking, 
fetch (2) [?], n. A wraith or double, 
fete (fat) [F., as feast], n. A festival, 
fetid (f§'tid) [L. fielire, to stink], a. Having 
an offensive smell; stinking, 
fetish (fe'tish) [Port, feitico , sorcery, L. 
factUius , artificial], n. Any material object 
supposed to be the vehicle or instrument 
of a supernatural being, the possession of 
which gives power over that being; (Jig.) 
an object of devotion, an idol, 
fetlock (fet'lok) [?], n. A tuft of hair 
behind the pastern joint of a horse; the 
joint. 

fetter (fet'6r) [A.-S. fetor], n. A chain for 
the feet, a shackle; anything which 
restrains or confines, v.t. To put fetters 
upon; to restrain, hamper, Impede, 
fettle (fetl) [?], v.t. To clean or put right; 
to work with zeal. v.i. To fuss about, 
n. Condition, order, trim, 
feu (fu) [var. of FEE], n. In Scotland, a 
perpetual lease at a fixed rent; the land, 
houses, etc., so held. 

feud (1) (fud) [O.H.O. fShida ], n. Hos¬ 
tility between two tribes or families as 
revenge; enmity, animosity, 
feud (2) [as fee], n. A fief; lands, etc., 
held in fee. feudal (fu'dal), a. Pertain¬ 
ing to a feud or fief; according to or 
resembling the feudal system of the Middle 
Ages, by which the ownership of land in¬ 
hered in the lord, possession or tenancy 
being granted to the vassal in return for 
military service, feudalism, n. 
fever (fe'v6r) [A.-S. fefor], n. A disease 
characterized by high temperature, quick¬ 
ened pulse, nervous and muscular pros¬ 
tration, and destruction of tissues; a state 
of nervous excitement; agitation, fever¬ 
ish, a. 

few (fu) [A.-S. fieawe ], a. Not many; small 
or restricted in number, n. A small 
number (of), fewness, n. 
fez (fez) [town in Morocco], n. A close- 
fitting, brimless red cap with a tassel, 
fiancd (fe-an-sa) [F., betrothed], ». (Jem. 

-c6e) One who is betrothed, 
fiasco (fi-5s'k5) [It., a flask], n. (pi. -os) 
A failure; an ignominious sequel. 


flat (fl'At) [L., let it be done], ». An order, 
esp. by a judge; a command, decree, 
flb (fib) [?], n. A harmless or venial lie. 
v.i. To tell fibs. 

fibre (fi'bir) [F., from L. flbra ], n. A 
slender filament; a thread or filament of 
which the tissues of animals and plants are 
constituted; forming the raw material in 
textile manufactures, fibrous, a. 
fibula (flb'u-lA) [L., a brooch], «. The 
outer and smaller bone of the leg. 

-flc, suf. Forming adjectives, as honorific, 
terrific. 

-fication, suf. Forming nouns from verbe 
in -FT, as purification, specification. 
fichu (fish'u) [F. ficher , to put on], n. A 
light covering worn by ladies on the neok 
and shoulders. 

fickle (fikl) [A.-S. ficol ], a. Changeable, 
inconstant, fickleness, ». 
fictile (fik'til) [L. flctilis, from flngere, to 
fashion], a. Moulded of earth or clay, 
fiction (fik'shtm) [L. fictio , as prec.], n. 
That which is feigned, imagined, or in¬ 
vented ; a story, romance, novel, fictional, 
a. flctlonist, n. A novelist, fictitious, 
(-tish'ds), a. Feigned, counterfeit, false, 
fid (fid) [?], n. A bar of wood or iron to 
support a top-mast; a wooden pin, etc. 
fiddle (fidl) [A.-S. fithele], n. A violin (in 
contempt or familiarly ); a frame to keep 
things from rolling off the table in bad 
weather at sea. v.i. To play upon a 
fiddle; to trifle; to fidget the hands about. 
v.t. To play on a fiddle; to worry, to 
fritter away, fiddlededee, int. and n. 
Nonsense, fiddle-faddle, n. Trifling 
talk; nonsense, fiddle-head, n. Orna¬ 
mental carving at the bows of a ship, 
fiddle-stick, n. A fiddle-bow; (pi., fig.) 
rubbish, something absurd, int. (pi.) 
Fiddlededee. fiddler, n. One who plays 
the fiddle; one who fusses about trifles, 
fidelity (fl-del'i-ti) [L. fidelil&s , from fidls, 
faith], n. Loyal observance of duty; 
loyalty, faithfulness; veracity, reliability, 
fidget (fij'it) [?], n. A state of nervous 
restlessness; one who worries or makes 
others uncomfortable, v.i. To move 
about restlessly; to worry, be uneasy, 
fidgety, o. 

fiduciary (fl-du'sh&r-i) [L. fldUciSlis , from 
fldUcia, trust], a. Pertaining to or of 
the nature of a trust or a trusteeship; 
held in trust, n. A trustee, 
fie (fl) [M.B. and O.Y.fi, L.ft], int. Indicat¬ 
ing contempt, disgust, or impatience, 
fief (fef) [O.F., as fee], n. An estate held 
of a superior under feudal tenure, 
field (feld) [A.-8. field], n. A piece of land, 
esp. one enclosed tor tillage or pasture; 
a region yielding some natural product 
abundantly (as an oil- or coal-field); the 
place where a battle is fought; the battle 
itself; cricket or football players taken 
collectively; all the competitors in a race, 
or all except the favourite; the partici¬ 
pants in a hunt; a wide expanse, as of sea 
or sky; the space visible in an optical 
instrument at one view; (Her.) the rtur- 
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face of a shield, v. ( Cricket, etc.) To 
stop and return the ball; to act as fielder; 
to back the field against the favourite, 
field-day, n. A day on which troops 
are exercised in field evolutions; a day 
of unusual importance, field-glass, n. 
A binocular telescope in compact form, 
field-marshal, n. A military officer of 
the highest rank, field-officer, n. An 
officer above a captain, but below a 
general, field-piece, n. A light piece 
of artillery for service in the field, field- 
work, n. The outdoor operations neces¬ 
sary in surveying, etc.; (pi.) temporary 
fortifications, fielder, fieldsman, n. One 
who fields at cricket, etc. 
fieldfare (feld'far) [A.-S. feldefare ], ». A 
species of thrush. 

fiend (f§nd) [A.-S. fiond, from fgogan , to 
hate], n. A devil, an infernal being; a 
person of diabolical wickedness or cruelty, 
fiendish, a. fiendishly, adv. 
fierce (f§rs) [O.F. fers, L. ferns , wild], a. 
Savage, furiously combative; ardent, 
eager, raging, impetuous, fierceness, n. 
fiery (fir'i) [fire, -y], a. Consisting of fire 
or flaming with fire; like fire; ardent, 
eager, inflamed; hot-tempered, irascible, 
untamed, fierily, adv. 
fife (flf) [F. fifre or G. pfeife, pipe], n. A 
small flute-like pipe, fifer, n. 
fifteen (fif'ten, t£n') [A.-S .f\ftyne],a. One 
more than fourteen, n. The symbol 15 or 
xv.; a set of fifteen players, a Rugby 
football team. 

fifth (fifth) [A.-S. Jifta], a. Next in order 
to the fourth, n. One of five equal 
parts; a diatonic interval of five notes, 
equal to three tones and a semitone, 
fifthly, adv. In the fifth place, 
fifty (fif'ti) [A.-S. fiftig ], a. Five times 
ten; (colloq.) a great many. n. The 
symbol representing this, viz. 60, 1., or L. 
fig (1) (fig) [L. ficus ], ». A fleshy fruit; 
the tree bearing this. 

fig (2) [G. fegen], v.t. To dress, rig (up or 
out), n. Dress, outfit, 
fight (fit) [A.-S. feohtari ], v.i. To contend 
in battle or in single combat; to strive 
for victory; to oppose, offer resistance. 
v.t. To contend with, struggle against; 
to carry on or wage (a contest, battle, etc.), 
n. A struggle between individuals or 
armies, fighter, n. 

figment (Gg'ra^nt) [L. flgmentum], n. A 
fiction, something existing only in the 
imagination. 

figurative (fig'fir-A-tiv) [as foil.], a. Repre¬ 
sentation by figure or type; emblematic, 
symbolic; full of figures of speech; flowery; 
pictorial, figuratively, adv. 
figure (flg'ur, -ur) [F., from L. figdra , 
from fig-, stem of fingerc, as FEIGN], n. 
External form or shape; bodily shape; 
the representation of any form, as by 
carving, modelling, painting, etc.; a statue, 
image; a diagram; an emblem, type, simile; 
an idea; a personage, character; the im¬ 
pression that a person makes; a symbol 
representing a number, esp. an Arabic 


numeral; a movement or division in a set 
dance; words deflected from their literal 
or ordinary sense, metaphor, ellipsis, hyper¬ 
bole. v.t. To form an image or likeness 
of; to represent, picture, imagine; to 
symbolize; to cover, or ornament with 
figures; to work out in figures; to mark 
with numbers or prices; to express by a 
metaphor, v.i. To cipher; to appear, be 
conspicuous, figure-head, n. The orna¬ 
mental carving on the prow of a ship; 
a nominal leader, one without real 
authority, figured, a. 
filament (fil'a-ment) [L. fildre, to spin], 
n. A slender, thread-like process, esp. in 
animal and vegetable tissues; the thread 
in an incandescent electric lamp.; 
filbert (fil'bert) [F. noix de filbert , from 
St. Philibert], n. The nut of the culti¬ 
vated hazel. 

filch (filch) [?], v.t. To steal, pilfer, 
file (1) (fil) [L. filum, a thread], n. A 
device on or in which documents, etc., 
are kept in order; the collection so 
arranged; a row of soldiers, persons, or 
things ranged one behind the other; 
(Chess) a line of squares from player to 
player, v.t. To place in or on a file; 
to place on the records, v.t. To march in 
a file or line, as soldiers, rank and file : 
The general body as distinguished from 
the leaders. 

file (2) [A.-S. fiol), n. A steel instrument 
wdth ridged surface, used for cutting and 
smoothing metals, etc. v.t. To smooth or 
polish; to cut (the surface) away with a file, 
filial (fll'i-Al) [L. filius, son], a. Pertaining 
to a son or daughter; befitting a child in 
relation to parents. 

filibuster (fil'i-bus-tir) [Dut. vrijbuiter, a 
freebooter], n. An adventurer in quest of 
plunder, a freebooter. 

filigree (fil'i-gre) [F. flligrane , L. filum , a 
thread, granum , grain], n. Ornamental 
tracery or open-work in fine gold or silver 
wire; anything delicate and fantastic, 
filings (fi'lingz) [FILE (2)], n.pl. The fine 
particles cut or rubbed off with a file, 
fill (fil) [A.-S. fyllan ], v.t. To make full; 
to occupy the whole of, to pervade; to 
appoint one to discharge the duties of; 
to discharge the duties of; to distend (as 
sails), v.i. To become or grow full; to 
be distended; to be satisfied, n. As much 
as will satisfy; a full supply, filler, n. 
filling, a. Satisfying. n. Anything 
serving to fill up; substance used to fill 
holes, cavities, or defects, 
fillet (fil'£t) [M.E. and O.F. filet, dim. of 
fil , L. filum , a thread], n. A band (metal, 
string, or ribbon) for binding the hair 
or worn on the head; a bandage; a fleshy 
portion of meat, esp. of the thigh of veal; 
meat or fish removed from the bone; a 
raised rim or moulding; (pi.) the loins of 
a horse, v.t. To bind or adorn with a 
fillet; to make meat or fish into fillets, 
fillip (fil'ip) [flip], v.t. To strike with the 
nail of the finger by a sudden jerk from 
under the thumb; to incite, encourage. »« 
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A sharp blow with the finger sprung from 
under the thumb; an incentive; a trifle, 
filly (fil'i) [cogn. with FOAL], n. A female 
foal; a young, lively girl, 
film (film) [A.-S. filmen , membrane], n. 
A thin skin or coating; a thin strip of 
celluloid, etc., covered with a sensitized 
material for photography, v.t. To cover 
with a film; to record on a cinemato¬ 
graphic film, filminess, «. 
filter (fll'ter) [O.F. filtre], ft. An apparatus 
for straining or purifying liquids; the 
porous material through which liquids are 
passed, v.t. To strain, purify, by passing 
through a filter, v.i. To pass through a 
filter; to percolate. 

filth (filth) [A.-S. fylth], n. Foulness, cor¬ 
ruption, pollution; anything that defiles 
morally; obscenity, fiithy, o. filthiness, 
n. 

filtrate (fil'trat) [filter], v.t. and i. To 
filter, filtra tion, ft. 
fin (fin) [A.-S. finri], n. The organ by 
which fishes and cetaceans propel and 
steer themselves; the flipper of a seal, 
whale, etc. finny, a. 
final (fi'nal) [L. finis , the end], a. Pertain¬ 
ing to the end; last; conclusive, decisive, 
n. The deciding heat of an athletic con¬ 
test ; the last of a series of examinations, 
finality, n. State or quality of being 
final; the end of everything, finally, adv. 
finale (fl-na'li) [It., as prec.], n. The last 
part, etc., the close. 

finance (fi-n&ns') [late L. fxnancia, from 
finare, to pay a fine], n. The science or 
system of management of revenue and 
expenditure, esp. public; (pi.) monetary 
affairs, the income of a state, firm, or 
individual, v.t. To provide with capital. 
v.i. To manage financial operations, 
financial, a. financier, n. 
finch (finch) [A.-S. fine], n. A name for 
various small birds. 

find (find) [A.-S. findan ], v.t. (past and p.p. 
found) To chanoe on, meet with, come 
across; to discover by search, study, 
experience, etc.; to perceive, recognize; 
to supply, provide, support; (Laic) to 
decide, determine, n. The discovery of 
anything valuable; the thing so found; 
the finding of a fox. findable, a. finder, 
n. One who finds; an inventor; a small 
telescope fixed to and parallel to the axis 
of a larger one, for finding objects; a 
contrivance attached to a microscope or 
camera, finding, n. 

fine (1) (fin) [L. finis , end], n. A money 
penaity for an offence; a fee paid by an 
incoming tenant, v.t. To impose a 
pecuniary penalty upon; to punish by 
fine, in fine : In conclusion, in short, 
finally; to sum up. finable, o. Deserv¬ 
ing or liable to a fine. 

fine (2) [late L. fimis ], o. Excellent in 
uality or appearance; refined, pure; 
elicate, nice, dainty (of taste, etc., also of 
differences, etc.); in small grains or par¬ 
ticles ; slender, tenuous; keen, sharp; of 
delicate texture; finished, accomplished, 


beautiful, showy, smart; free from clouds 
or rain, sunshiny; euphemistic, v.t. To 
refine, purify; to make finer, to sharpen, 
taper, v.i. To become clarified; to taper, 
dwindle (away), fineness, n. finery, 
n. Fine clothes, showy decorations, 
finesse (fi-nes') [F., as prec.], n. Artifice, 
stratagem; a subtle contrivance to gain 
an end. v.i. To use artifice to gain an 
end. 

finger (fing'gSr) [A.-S.], n. One of the 
five members of the hand; one of the four 
longer digits as dist. from the thumb; 
anything resembling or serving the 
purpose of a finger, an index, catch, guide. 
v.t. To touch with or turn about in the 
fingers; to meddle with, finger-board,n. 
The board at the neck of a stringed instru¬ 
ment; a key-board, finger-bowl, n. A 
bowl in which to rinse the fingers after 
dessert, finger-post, n. A sign-post, 
finger-print, n. An impression of the 
whorls of lines on fingers, used for identify¬ 
ing criminals. finger-stall, n. A cover for 
protecting a finger, fingered, a. Having 
fingers, or a certain kind of fingers (as 
light-fingered), fingering, ft. Act of 
touching with the fingers, 
ftnial (fin'i-al) [FINAL], n. A terminal 
ornament surmounting the apex of a 
gable, etc. 

finical (fin'i-k&l) [?], a. Affecting great 
precision, or delicacy; over-nice, fastidious, 
finicking, finicky, a. Finical, 
finis (fi'nis) [L.], n. The end, finish, 
finish (fin'ish) [L. finire , to end], v.t. To 
bring to an end; to complete; to arrive 
at the end of. v.i. To come to the end, 
cease, expire, ft. The act of finishing; 
the final stage, the end of a race; the 
last touches; the final stage of any work, 
finisher, ft. 

finite (fl'nit) [L. finitus, finished], o. 
Having limits or bounds, not infinite; 
(Gram.) limited by number and person, 
not infinitive as the indicative, subjunc¬ 
tive, imperative. 

Finn (fin) [A.-S. Finnas , pi.], ft. A native 
of Finland. Finnish, a. 
fiord (fyord) [Norw.], ft. A long, narrow 
inlet of the sea, bounded by high cliffs, 
fir (ffcr) [M.E. firre , prob. from Scand.], ft. 
A coniferous timber tree; its wood, 
fir-cone, ft. The cone-shaped fruit of 
the fir. fir-needle, n. The spine-like 
leaf of the fir. 

fire (1) (fir) [A.-S. fyr], n. The production 
of heat and light by combustion; com¬ 
bustion, flame, incandescence; fuel burn¬ 
ing, as in a grate, etc.; a conflagration; 
the discharge of fire-arms; ardent emotion, 
liveliness of imagination, poetic inspiration, 
fire-alarm, ft. An apparatus for com¬ 
municating warning of a fire, fire-arm, 
n. A weapon that projects a missile by 
explosive force, esp. a rifle or pistol, 
fire-box, n. The chamber in which 
the fuel is burned in a locomotive, 
etc. fire-brand, n. A piece of wood 
kindled or on fire; (fig.) an incendiary. 
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fire-brick, n. A brick capable of with¬ 
standing intense heat, fire-brigade, n. 
An organized body of men for the extinc¬ 
tion of fires, fire-clay, n. A kind of clay 
capable of standing intense heat, fire¬ 
damp, n. The explosive carburetted 
hydrogen which accumulates in coal¬ 
mines. fire-engine, n. A machine for 
throwing water to extinguish fires, fire- 
escape, n. An apparatus for enabling 
persons to escape from buildings that are 
on fire, fire-fly, n. A small luminous 
winged insect, fire-irons, n.pl. The 
implements for tending a fire—poker,tongs, 
and shovel, fireman, n. One employed 
to extinguish or tend fires; a member of 
a fire-brigade; a stoker, fire-place, n. 
A grate; a hearth, fire-plug, n. A 
hydrant for connecting a fire-hose with 
a water-main, fire-proof, a. Proof 
against fire; incombustible, fire-ship, n. 
A vessel freighted with combustibles and 
explosives, sent among an enemy’s ships in 
order to Bet. them on fire, fireside, n. 
The space around a fire-place, the hearth; 
home life. a. Home, domestic, fire¬ 
wood, n. Wood for burning; fuel, 
firework, n. A preparation of com¬ 
bustibles and explosives for producing a 
brilliant display, signalling, incendiary 
purposes, or in war. 

fire (2) [from prec.], v.t. To set on fire, 
kindle, ignite, r.t. To take fire; to dis¬ 
charge fire-arms; to shoot (at) with fire¬ 
arms. firing, n. The act of discharging 
fire-arms, or of cauterizing; the application 
of a cautery to a horse; fuel, firing-line, 
n. A line of troops engaging the enemy 
with fire-arms, firing-party, n. A de¬ 
tachment told off to fire over a grave, or 
to shoot a condemned man. 
firkin (fer'kin) [formerly ferdekyri ], n. A 
fourth of a barrel, or nine gallons: a 
small cask used for butter, etc. 
firm (1) (ferm) [O.F. ferme , L. firmus), a. 
Fixed, stable; solid, unyielding; firm¬ 
ness, n. 

firm (2) [L .firmare, to confirm, as prec.], n. 
A partnership or association for carrying 
on a business. 

firmament (fer'm&-m6nt) [L. firm&mentum, 
as prec.], n. The sky regarded as a solid 
expanse, flrmamental (-men'tal), a. 
first (fgrst) [A.-S. fyrst ], a. Foremost in 
order, time, place, rank, etc.; earliest 
in occurrence, adv. Before all others in 
order, etc.; before some time, act, or 
event; rather, in preference, for the first 
time. n. That which or the person who 
comes first; the beginning; (pi.) the best 
quality of a commodity (such as flour); 
(Mux.) the upper part in a duet, etc. 
first-born, a. Eldest, n. The first in 
order of birth, first-class, a. First- 
rate ; of the highest quality or degree. n. 
The highest division in an examination 
list; the best class of railway carriage or 
other accommodation, first-hand, a. 
Obtained directly from the source; direct, 
first-rate, a. Of the highest class or 


quality, adv. Excellently, very well, 
firstling, n. The first-born, the first-born 
in a season, firstly, adv. 
firth (ferth) [Sc.], n. An estuary, 
fiscal (fis'kal) [L. fiscus, a basket, purse], 
a. Pertaining to the public revenue or 
exchequer, financial, n. A public func¬ 
tionary in various foreign countries, 
fish (fish) [A.-S. fisc, L. piscis], n. (pi. 
fish, -es) An aquatic, oviparous, cold¬ 
blooded vertebrate, having permanent 
gills, usually covered with scales, and 
progressing by means of fins; the flesh 
of fish used as food. r.t. To try to 
catch fish; to seek to learn or obtain 
anything by indirect means, v.t. To 
attempt to catch fish in; to drag up 
from under water; to search (water, etc.) 
by sweeping, dragging, etc. fish-glue, n. 
Isinglass, fish-hook, n. A barbed hook 
for catching fish, fishmonger, n. A 
retailer of fish, fish-plate, n. A plate 
used to fasten rails together, fish-wife, 
-woman, n. A woman that sells fish, 
fisher, n. One who is employed in fish¬ 
ing ; an animal that fishes; a fishing-boat, 
fisherman, n. fishing, n. The action 
of the verb; the sport of angling; a place 
where angling is carried on. fishing- 
rod, n. A long, slender, tapering rod, 
usu. in sections, for angling, fishing- 
tackle, n. Apparatus required by a 
fisherman, fishy, a. Like, consisting of, 
pertaining to, or suggestive of fish; of a 
doubtful character. 

fissile (fis'il) [L. fissilis , from finders , to 
cleave], a. That may be cleft or split, 
fissure (fish'tir) [L. fissura , as prec.], n. A 
cleft made by the splitting or parting of 
any substance. 

fist (fist) [A.-S. fysf], n. The clenched 
hand, esp. in readiness to strike; the 
hand; handwriting, v.t. To strike with 
the fist, fisticuffs, n.pl. A fight with 
fists. 

fistula (fis'tu-la) [L., a pipe], n. A kind 
of ulcer in form like a pipe, 
fit (1) (fit) [A.-S. filt], n. A violent seizure 
or paroxysm; a sudden transitory attack 
of illness, or of epilepsy or other disease 
characterized by convulsions, swooning, 
and hysteria; a transient state of im¬ 
pulsive action, a caprice, fitful, a. 
Spasmodic, capricious, 
fit (2) (fit) [M.E. fyt], a. Adapted, suitable, 
becoming, meet; qualified, prepared, in 
a suitable condition (to do or for); la 
good bodily condition, v.t. To adapt to 
any shape, size, etc.; to accommodate; to 
try on a garment; to equip; to qualify, 
prepare; to be adapted or proper for; 
to correspond to exactly, r.t. To be 
adjusted or adapted to the right shape, 
etc.; ‘ to be suitable, becoming, etc. n. 
Exact adjustment, as of a dress to the 
body; the manner in which anything fits, 
fitly, adv. fitments, n. Fittings, fit¬ 
ness, n. fitted, a. Adapted, suitable 
(for), fitter, n. One who or that which 
fits; one who puts machinery together. 
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fitting, a. Suitable, appropriate, right, 
proper, n. The act of making fit; (pi.) 
fixtures, furniture in a house, shop, etc. 
fitchew (fich'oo) [O.F. fichau ],». A polecat, 
five (fiv) [A.-S. /?/], a. and n. Amounting 
to one more than four; a symbol repre¬ 
senting this, 5 or v; a set of five things; a 
card, counter, etc., with five pips, fivefold, 
a. and adv. Five times as much or as 
great. 

fives (fivz) [from prec.], n. A game in 
which a ball is struck against a wall by 
the open hand or a small bat. flves- 
court, n. A walled court where the game 
is played. 

fix (flks) [L. flxus y fixed], v.t. To make 
fast or firm; to fasten secure firmly; to 
establish; to make permanent or stable 
(as colours, a photograph, etc.); to arrest 
(as attention, etc.); to settle, determine, 
necide (on); to adjust, arrange properly, 
aet to rights, v.i. To become fixed; to 
settle down permanently, n. An awk¬ 
ward predicament, a dilemma, flxa'tion, 
n. flx'ative, a. Serving to fix. n. A 
substance used to make colours per¬ 
manent. fixed, a. Fast, firm; estab¬ 
lished, settled, unalterable, fix'ture, n. 
Any thing or person fixed in a per¬ 
manent position; (pi.) furniture or 
fittings permanently fastened to the 
structure of a building; a sporting event, 
or the date for it. 

fizz (fiz) [imit.], v.i. To make a hissing or 
sputtering sound, n. That sound; cham¬ 
pagne, ginger-beer, lemonade, 
fizzle (fizl) [freq. of prec.], v.i. To fizz 
feebly, n. The sound or action of this; 
a lame ending, a fiasco, 
flabby (fl&b'i) [as FLAP], a. Hanging 
loosely, limp; lacking in fibre or nerve, 
flabbily, adv. flabbiness, n. 
flaccid (flak'sid) [L. flaccidus , from flaccus, 
flabby], a. Lacking firmness or vigour, 
flag (1) (flag) [O.F. flaquir, to become 
flaccid], v.i. To droop; to become limp, 
spiritless, or dejected; to lose interest, 
flag (2) [Teut.], n. A piece of bunting or 
other cloth, usu. square or oblong, plain 
or bearing a device, attached by one edge 
to a halyard and hoisted on a pole or mast 
as a banner, ensign, or signal; a flagship. 
v.t. To put a flag over; to decorate with 
or mark out with flags; to signal by means 
of flags, flag-lieutenant, n. An officer 
In immediate attendance upon an admiral, 
flag-officer, ». A commander of a 
squadron; an admiral, vice-admiral, or 
rear-admiral, flagship, n. The ship 
which carries the admiral, and on which 
his flag is displayed, flagstaff, n. The 
pole or staff on which a flag is displayed, 
dag ( 3 ) [prob. as prec., from its waving], 
n. An herbaceous plant with long blade¬ 
like leaves growing in moist places, 
flag (4), flagstone [flake], n. A broad 
flat stone used for paving, 
flagellate (flaj'6-iat) [L. flagellatus, 
scourged], v.t. To whip, scourge, a. 
{ Zool. t Bot.y etc.) Having whip-like pro¬ 


cesses. flagellant (flaj'6-l£nt), n. One 
who thrashes (himself or others), esp. as 
a religious discipline. a. Given to 
scourging, flagella'tion, n. A scourging, 
flageolet (fl&j-d-let') [O.F. flageol] t n. A 
small wind-instrument, 
flagitious (flA-jish'hs) [L. fldgitium t a dis¬ 
graceful act], o. Heinous, villainous, 
flagon (fl&g'dn) [O.F. flacon ], n. A vessel 
with a narrow mouth for holding liquors, 
flagrant (fla'grant) [L. flagrant, blazing], 
a. Glaring, notorious, scandalous, 
flail (flai) [A.-S. fligel ], n. A wooden staff 
hinged to a longer staff, used for threshing 
grain. 

Hair (fiar) [F.], n. Keen perception, 
flake (flak) [?], n. A thin scale-like frag¬ 
ment, a chip; a loosely cohering mass, a 
fleecy particle (as of snow); a gleam of 
light, v.t. To form into flakes or loose 
particles; to chip in flakes; to fleck, 
flambeau (fl&ra'bO) [F.], n. A torch, 
flamboyant (tiam-boi'Ant) [F.], a. Applied 
to decorated French Gothio architecture, 
from its flame-like tracery; florid, highly 
decorated; wavy or flame-like (as hair), 
flame (flam) [L. flamma ], n. Burning gas 
or vapour; a blaze, fire, glow, a bright 
light, a blaze of colour; ardour, passion; 
a sweetheart, v.i. To burn with or send out 
flame, to blaze; to blaze up in passion; 
to glow, flaming, a. flamy, a. 
flamingo (fla-ming'go) [Port. flamengo\ n. 
A long-necked bird, with small body and 
very long legs, and rose coloured feathers, 
flange (fl&nj) [?], n. A projecting rib on 
a wheel, pipe, etc., for strength, guide, or 
attachment to something else, 
flank (flank) [F. flanc ], n. The side, 
between the hips and the ribs; either side 
of a building, mountain, army, etc. 
v.t. To stand or be at the flank or side 
of, to border; to attack, turn, threaten, 
secure, or guard the flank of. v.i. To 
border; to be posted on the flank, 
flannel (flSn'61) [from W. gwlanen ], n. A 
soft woollen stuff of open texture, with a 
light nap; (pi.) garments made of this, 
flannelled, a. Covered with or wrapped 
up in flannel, flannelette', n. A cotton 
fabric made to imitate flannel, 
flap (flip) [imit.], v.t. To beat with any¬ 
thing broad and flexible; to move rapidly 
up and down or to and fro (as wings). 
v.i. To move the wings rapidly; to 
flutter, swing about, or oscillate; to hang 
down, as the brim of a hat; to strike a 
loose blow. n. Anything broad and 
flexible, hanging loosely; the hinged leaf 
of a table, etc.; the motion of flapping; 
a light stroke with something broad and 
loose; an implement for driving flies 
away, flapper, n. A wild-duck not yet 
able to fly; a flap; a young girl, 
flare (flar) [?], v.i. To blaze, to flame np, 
esp. unsteadily; (Jig.) to be gaudy, too 
showy in dress, n. A large unsteady 
light, a glare, flaring, a. 
flash (flash) [?], v.i. To appear with or 
send out § sudden and transient gleam; 
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to glitter, burst forth, appear, or occur 
suddenly, v.t. To emit or send forth in 
flashes; to cause to gleam; to transmit 
instantaneously (as by telegraph); to 
send swiftly along, n. A. sudden and 
transitory blaze or gleam; an instant; 
a sudden outburst, as of anger, merriment, 
etc.; show, ostentation; thieves’ jargon, 
slang, a. Gandy; counterfeit, forged; 
slang, flash-light, n. A brilliant light 
used in night photography, flashy, a. 
Showy but empty; gaudy, tawdry, 
flask (flask) [F. flasque or It. fiasco ], iu A 
small bottle, esp. for the pocket, 
flat (1) (flat) [Icel. flatr ], a. Having a level 
and even surface; horizontal,smooth, hav¬ 
ing few or no elevations or depressions; 
prostrate, overthrown, ruined; depressed; 
monotonous, dull, pointless, spiritless; 
absolute, downright; without variety of 
tint or shading; below the true pitch. 
adv. Flatly, positively; prostrate, n. 
A plain surface; a level plain or low tract 
of land; a flat part of anything; a note 
a semitone lower than the one from which 
it is named; one easily duped, a duller, 
flat-iron, n. An instrument for smooth¬ 
ing clothes, etc. flat-race, n. A race 
on level ground without obstacles, flat¬ 
ten, v.t. To make flat, to level; to make 
dull or insipid; to dispirit, flattish, a. 
flatly, adv. flatness, n. 
flat (2) [A.-S. fiel, a floor], n. A story of a 
house; a self-contained suite of rooms 
on one floor. 

flatter (fl&t'6r) [?], v.t. To cajole or 

gratify by compliment, etc.; to praise 
falsely or unduly; to raise false hopes in; 
to represent too favourably, v.i. To use 
flattery, flatterer, n. Cattery, n. 
flatulent (fl&t'fi-tent) [L. flatulent], a. 
Troubled by gases generated in the ali¬ 
mentary canal or the stomach; (Jig.) 
inflated, pretentious, flatulence, n. 
flaunt (flawnt) [?], v.i. To make an 

ostentatious show; to behave pertly. 
v.t. To display ostentatiously or im¬ 
pudently; to parade, show off. 
flavour (fla'vor) [O.F. flaur, smell], n. 
That quality in a substance which affects 
the taste or smell, v.t. To impart a 
flavour to; to season, flavoured, a. 
flavouring, n. Something that flavours, 
flaw (flaw) [Scand.], n. A crack, a defect, 
an imperfection; a sudden gust of wind, 
a squall, v.t. To break, crack; to 

render invalid, v.i. To crack, flaw¬ 
less, a. flawy, a. 

flax (fl&ks) [A.-S. fleax], n. A plant the 
fibre of which is made into yarn and spun 
into linen cloth, flax-dresser, n. One 
who prepares flax for the spinner, flaxen, 
a. Made of flax; like flax; light yellow 
or straw-coloured, flaxy, a. 
flay (flft) [A.-S. fiian ], v.t. To strip the 
skin from; (Jig.) to criticize savagely, 
flea (fle) [A.-S. fliah ], n. An insect be¬ 
longing to the genus Pulex , eap. P. irritant , 
which is parasitic on man, and remarkable 
for its leaping powers. 


fleam (flem) [O.F. JUeme], n. A lancet for 
bleeding horses and cattle, 
fleck (flek) [Scand.], n. A spot, freckle, 
stain; a patch of colour or light, 
fledge (flej) [A.-S. flycge ], v.t. To furnish 
with feathers or plumage, v.i. To 
acquire feathers or plumage for flight, 
fledged, a. Feathered; able to fly. 
fledgeling, n. A young bird just 
fledged; an inexperienced person, 
flee (fle) [A.-S. fleon ], v.i. (past and p.p. 
fled) To run away, as from danger; to 
vanish, v.t. To run away from; to 
shun. 

fleece (figs) [A.-S. flgos], n. The woolly 
covering of a sheep or similar animal; the 
wool shorn from a sheep at one time; a 
web of carded fibres of cotton, etc. v.t. 
To shear the wool from; to furnish with 
a fleece; (fig.) to plunder, strip, fleecy, 
a. Woolly, wool-bearing, 
fleet (flet) [A.-S. fleot, a ship (fliotan , to 
float)], n. A number of ships in company, 
esp. a body of warships under one com¬ 
mand; the entire body of warships 
belonging to one government, a navy. 
v.i. To move swiftly; (fig.) to glide away, 
to vanish, fleet-footed, *-foot, a. Able 
to run with great speed, fleeting, a. 
Passing quickly, transient. fleetingly, 
adv. and a. Swift of pace, nimble, rapid, 
speedy, fleetly, adv. fleetness, n. 
Fleming (flem'ing) [M.Dut. Vl&ining], n. 

A native of Flanders. Flemish, a. 
flench (flench), flense (liens) [Dan.], v.t. 
To strip the blubber or the skin from (a 
whale or seal). 

flesh (flesh) [A.-S. flcesc ], n. The soft part 
of an animal body covered by the skin; 
animal (as apart from fish) tissue used as 
food; the body, as distinguished from the 
soul; the human race. v.t. To encourage 
by Riving flesh to, to make eager (of 
hawks, dogs, etc.), hence to initiate, to 
exercise or use for the first time, flesher, 
n. A butcher, fleshly, o. Pertaining 
to the flesh, corporeal, sensual; human, 
as distinct from spiritual, fleshy, a. 
Fat, plump; pulpy (as fruit), 
fleur-de-lis (flSr-de-le) [F., lily flower], n. 
(pi. fleurs-) Various species of iris; the 
heraldic charge borne in the French royal 
arms. 

flews (flooz) [?], n.pl. The large chaps of 
a deep-mouthed hound, 
flex (1) (fleks) [L. fiexus, bent], v.t. To 
bend or cause to bend. n. (Elec.) 
A piece of flexible wire, flexible, a. 
Pliant, easily bent; easily persuaded, 
manageable, versatile, flexibility, n. 
flexile, a. Easily bent; pliant, tractable; 
supple, versatile. 

flick (flik) [onomat.], n. A smart, light 
blow as with a whip. v.t. To strike thus, 
flicker (flik'6r) [as prec.], v.i. To flutter, 
flap the wings; to burn unsteadily, waver, 
n. An unsteady light, 
flight (1) (flit) [A.-S. flyht, from O.Teut. 
flevgan , to PLY (2)], n. Act or power of 
flying; swift movement or passage, aa 
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of a projectile, of time; a soaring, a sally, 
a sustained effort; the distance to which 
anything can fly; a number of birds or 
insects moving together; a volley (of 
arrows, etc.); a series of steps, flighty, 
a. Capricious, volatile, flightiness, n. 
flight (2) [M.E. fliht, fluhte , from O.Teut. 
tMiuhan. , to FLEE], n. The act of fleeing 
or running away; a hasty departure, 
retreat, or evasion. 

flimsy (flim'zi) [?], o. Thin, slight, 
unsubstantial; easily torn; ineffective, 
frivolous, paltry, flimsily, adv. 
flinch (flinch) [?], v.i. To shrink from; 

to wince, give way, fail, 
fling (fling) [Scand.], v.i. To rush 
violently, to flounce; ( 0 / horses ) to kick, 
struggle; to flout, throw aspersions (at). 
v.t. To cast or throw with sudden force; 
to hurl, send forth, emit; to throw to the 
ground, n. A cast or throw from the 
hand; a gibe, a sneer; a lively Highland 
dance; a plunge, flounce, 
flint (flint) [A.-S.j, n. A variety of quartz 
easily chipped into a sharp cutting edge, 
which strikes fire with steel; a piece of 
this shaped for use in a gun, etc., or as 
an implement used by prehistoric man; 
anything extremely hard, flint-glass, n. 
A very pure and lustrous kind of glass, 
flint-lock, n. A lock for fire-arms, in 
W'hich the cock holds a piece of flint for 
striking fire, flinty, a. 
flip (flip) [?], v. To fillip or jerk; to 
strike lightly; to flap or flick (at), n. 
A quick light blow or stroke, flipper, n. 
The broad fin of a fish; the limb of a 
turtle, penguin, etc. 

flippant (flip'ant) [?] a. Pert, trifling, 
lacking in seriousness, flippancy, n. 
flirt (flSrt) [?], v.t. To jerk or fillip 
(away); to wave rapidly (as a fan), 
v.t. To play at love-making, to coquet; 
to move with jerks, n. A flirting 
motion, a jerk, a fling; a person, esp. 
woman, who plays at courtship, flirta'- 
tlon, n. Coquetry. 

flit (flit) [as fleet], v.i. To pass from place 
to place; to fly about rapidly; to 
depart. 

flitch (flich) [A.-S. flicce], n. The side of 
a pig salted and cured, 
float (1) (Hot) [A.-S. flotian ], v.i. To be 
supported, or to drift, on the surface of 
a fluid; to hover in the air. v.t. To 
support on a fluid; to convey on water; 
to set afloat; to put into circulation, 
floating, a. Resting on the surface of a 
fluid; circulating, not fixed or invested; 
fluctuating. 

float (2) [A.-S. flota , a ship, as prec.], n. 
Anything buoyed up on the surface of a 
liquid; the cork or quill on a fishing-line 
or n^t; a fish’s bladder; a timber-raft; 
a dray for heavy goods, 
flocculent (flok'u-lSnt) [L. floccus, a tuft], 
a. In small flakes, woolly, tufted, 
flock (1) (flok) [A.-S. flocc ], n. A company 
of animals, esp. sheep, goats, or birds; 
a crowd; a congregation in relation to 


their minister, v.i. To come together 
in a flock; to assemble, v.t. To crowd, 
flock (2) [L. floccus , a tuft], n. A lock or 
tuft of wool, cotton, hair, etc.; wool-dust; 
torn rags used to stuff mattresses, etc. 
floe (flo) [Scand.], n. A large sheet of 
floating ice. 

flog (flog) [?], v.t. To thrash, esp. with a 
birch rod; to whip, lash; to urge or 
drive by beating, flogging, n. 
flood (fiud) [A.-S. fl6d ], 71 . An abundant 
flow of water, esp. one that overflows land 
not usually covered, an inundation; the 
inflow of the tide; a downpour; a river, 
the sea; (fig.) an overflowing, abundance. 
v.t. To overflow, deluge; to supply 
copiously (with), v.t. To be at the 
flood (of the sea); to rise and overflow, 
flood-gate, n. A gate in a water-way 
opening when the water attains a certain 
height, a sluice; the lower gate of a lock, 
flood-tide, n. The rising tide, 
floor (flor) [A.-S. flor], n. The bottom 
surface of a room, etc.; the material of 
which this is made; a story in a building; 
the part of the house assigned to members 
of a legislative assembly; the bottom of a 
coal seam, etc. v.t. To furnish with a 
floor; to knock down; to get the better 
of, to defeat, flooring, n. Material for 
floors. 

flop (flop) [flap], v.i. To fall loosely and 
heavily; to sway about heavily, to flap 
(as wings). 

flora (flor'fc) [Roman goddess of flowers], 
n. The whole vegetation of a country or 
geological period, floral, a. Pertaining 
to flowers. 

florescence (fl6-res'£ns) [L. flOrescens , 
beginning to flourish], n. The flowering 
of a plant; the season when a plant 
flowers. 

floriculture (flor'i-kul-tur) [L. flos, floris , 
flower, CULTURE], n. The cultivation of 
flowering plants, floriculturist, n. 
florid (flor'id) [L. fldridus ], a. Covered 
with or abounding in flowers; bright in 
colour; ruddy; elaborately ornate, 
florin (flor'in) [It. fiorino , L. fios, floris , 
flower], n. An English silver coin, worth 
2 s. ; a foreign coin of various values 
(orig. Florentine, stamped with a lily), 
florist (flor'ist) [L. fids fldris , FLOWER], n. 

A cultivator of or dealer in flowers, 
floss (flos) [?], n. The exterior soft 
envelope of a silk-worm’s cocoon; the 
downy substance on the husks of certain 
plants, as the bean, floss-silk, n. 
Untwisted filaments of the finest silk, 
flotation (flo-ta'shiin) [float (1)], n. Act 
or state of floating; the floating of a com¬ 
pany. 

flotilla (fld-til'ji) [Sp., dim. of flota, a fleet], 
n. A small fleet; a fleet of small vessels, 
flotsam (flot'sam) [A.-F. floteson, as 
float (1)], n. Goods lost in shipwreck 
and found floating. 

flounce (1) (fiouns) [Scand.], v.i. To throw 
oneself about; to make agitated move¬ 
ments of the limbs. 
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flounce (2) (flouns) [O.F. froncer , to 
wrinkle, L. from , forehead], n. A gathered 
or plaited strip of cloth sewed to a petti¬ 
coat, dress, etc. 

flounder (floun'dSr) [Scand.], n. A 
flat-fish resembling the plaice, v.i. To 
struggle or stumble about, as when stuck 
in mire; to blunder along, do things badly, 
flour (flour) [var. of FLOWER], n. The finer 
part of meal, esp. wheat-meal; fine soft 
powder of any substance, v.t. To 
sprinkle flour upon, floury, a. 
flourish (flfir'ish) [L. flOrgre], v.i. To 
grow luxuriantly; to prosper, increase in 
wealth, etc.; to be alive (about a certain 
date); to use florid language; to make 
fanciful strokes in writing; to sound a 
fanfare, v.t. To brandish, fling, or wave 
about; to flaunt, n. A figure formed 
by strokes fancifully drawn; rhetorical 
display; a brandishing or waving of a 
weapon, etc. flourishing, a. Thriving, 
prosperous; making a show, 
flout (flout) [?], v.t. To insult; to treat 
with contempt, n. A word or act of 
contempt; a sneer, insult, 
flow (flo) [A.-S. JWwan ], v.i. To move or 
spread as a fluid; to circulate, as blood: 
to rise, as the tide; to issue, gush out; 
to glide or float, to move easily or freely; 
to abound, to come or go in abundance, 
n. Act, state, or motion of flowing; the 
quantity that flows; a stream; abundance, 
a plentiful supply; the rise of the tide; 
undulation (of drapery, etc.), flowing, a. 
flower (flou'6r) [L. fldrem , nom. fids ], n. 
The blossom of a plant; the growth 
comprising its organs of reproduction; a 
flowering plant; (fig .) the finest or choicest 
individual, part, period, etc.; an em¬ 
bellishment ; the period of youthful 
vigour; ( Chem ., pi.) substances of a 
powdery consistence, v.i. To bloom, to 
blossom; to be in the prime, flower¬ 
pot, n. A pot to hold plants, flowered, 
a. Embellished with flowers or figures 
of flowers, flowering, a. That flowers; 
flowery, flowery, a. Abounding in 
flowers or blossoms; highly figurative, 
florid. 

fluctuate (flfik'tu-it) [L. fluctu6ius % 
waved], v.i. To rise and fall like waves; 
to vary, be unsettled; to waver, fluc¬ 
tuating, a. fluctuation, n. 
flue (floo) [?], n. A passage or tube by 
which smoke can escape or hot air be 
conveyed; light down or fluff, 
fluent (flootnt) [L. fluem , flowing], a. 
Fluid, mobile, changeable; graceful; 
ready with words, fluency, n. 
fluff (fluf) [?], n. Light down or fur; 

flocculent matter; nap. 
fluid (floo'id) [L. fluidus ( fluere , to flow)], a. 
Composed of particles that move freely 
in relation to each other; capable of 
flowing, liquid, gaseous, u. A liquid, 
not a solid; a substance whose particles 
readily change their relative positions, 
fluidity, n. 

fluke (1) (flook) [A.-S. JMc], n. A flounder 


or other flat-fish; a parasitic worm found 
in the livers of sheep; the broad holding 
portion of an anchor; a barb of a har¬ 
poon. 

fluke (2) [?], n. An accidentally successful 
stroke, esp. in billiards; any lucky chance. 
v. To score, hit, or obtain by luck, 
fluky, a. Obtained by chance, not skill, 
flume (floom) [O.F. flum % L. flumen, a 
river, from fluere , to flow], n. An artificial 
channel for conveying water to a mill, etc. 
flummery (flum'6r-i) [W. llyvnry ], n. A 
food made of meal boiled to a jelly; 
humbug; empty compliment, 
flunkey (flung'ki) [?], n. A servant in 
livery; a toady, flunkeydom, n. 
flurry (flur'i) [onomat.], n. Agitation, 
bustle; a sudden and violent shower. 
v.t. To agitate, fluster, 
flush (1) (flush) [?], v.i. To start up 
suddenly (of game-birds), v.t. To cause 
to take wing; to put up. 
flush (2) [?], v.i. To flow swiftly; to 
rush; to become suffused; to colour as 
with a rush of blood, to redden up, blush. 
v.t. To cleanse by a rush of water; to 
flood; to redden; to level (up); to 
fill in (a joint) so as to make even with 
the surface, n. A sudden flow of water 
or rush of blood to the face causing a 
redness; the race from a mill-wheel; 
the cleansing of a drain with a rush of 
water; a sudden access of emotion, 
elation, excitement; a hot fit in fever; 
vigour; bloom, a. Full to overflowing; 
plentifully supplied, esp. with money, 
fluster (flus't&r) [Scand.], v.t. To flurry, 
to make nervous; to befuddle with 
drink, v.i. To be in an agitated or 
confused state, n. Flurry, agitation, 
flute (floot) [O.F. fleute], n. A tubular 
wind-instrument with blow-hole near the 
end and holes stopped by the fingers or 
with keys; a long vertical groove in the 
shaft of a column, etc. v.i. To play a 
flute; to whistle or sing with a flute-like 
sound, v.t. To play, sing, or utter with 
flute-like tones; to form flutes or grooves 
in. fluted, a. Channelled, furrowed, 
fluting, n. A groove, channel; fluted 
work in pillars, etc. flutist, n. 
flutter (flut'6r) [A.-S. flotorian] % v.i. To 
flap the wings rapidly; to flit or move 
about with quick, irregular motions; to 
quiver, vibrate; to be agitated or un¬ 
certain. v.t. To cause to vibrate, or to 
quiver or flap about rapidly; to agitate. 
n. The act of fluttering; a state of 
excitement; a gamble, a speculation, 
fluvial, fluviatile (floo'vi-al, -a- til) [L., 
from fluvium , river], a. Of or belonging 
to a river; caused by a river, 
flux (fluks) [L. fluxus (fluere , to flow)], n. 
Act or state of flowing; motion of a fluid; 
state of continual change; an issue or 
flowing out, a discharge; the flow of the 
tide; an abnormal fluid discharge from 
the body; rate or quantity of flow of 
water, heat, electricity, etc. 
fluxion (flGk'shfin) [L. fluxio t as prec.], n. 
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Act or state of flowing; that which flows; 
fusion of metals; continuous variation, 
fly (1) (fli) [as foil.], n. (pi. flies) A two¬ 
winged insect, esp. the house-fly; a 
disease in turnips, etc., caused by flies; 
an artificial fly for fishing, fly-blow, v.t. 
To deposit eggs in, as the blow-fly in 
meat; to taint, n. The egg of a blow-fly. 
fly (2) [A.-S. fleogan ], v.i. (past flew, p.p. 
flown) To move or ride through the air 
with or as with wings; to flutter or wave 
in the air; to pass through the air with 
great speed; to flee, try to escape, depart 
(with p.p. fled); to burst (in pieces); to 
start, spring, hasten, burst (as to arms or 
into a rage), v.t. To cause to fly or 
float in the air; to flee from, 
fly (3) (fli) [from preo.], n. Act or state of 
flying; distance something flies; (pi. 
flys) a one-horse carriage; a fly-wheel; 
a flap covering button-holes, the entrance 
to a tent, etc.; (pi.) a gallery where the 
curtains or scenes in a theatre are con¬ 
trolled. fly-leaf, n. A blank leaf at the 
beginning or end of a book, fly-wheel, 
n. A heavy-rimmed wheel attached to a 
machine for regulating the speed, 
flying (fll'ing) [PLY (2)], a. Moving with 
or as with wings; adapted to move 
swiftly; brief, hurried, 
foal (fol) [A.-S. fold], n. The young of 
the horse or ass; a colt, a filly, v. To 
bring forth young (as a mare or she-ass). 
foam (fom) [A.-S. /am], n. Froth, spume; 
bubbles produced in liquids by violent 
agitation or fermentation, v.i. To 
produce, or emit foam; to be filled with 
or pass (away) in foam; to rage, 
fob (fob) [?], n. A watch-pocket in the 
waistband of breeches, v.t. To put into 
one’s pocket; to cheat, to impose upon, 
focus (fo'kus) [L., hearth], n. (pi. -ci, -si, 
-cuses) A point at which rays of light, 
heat, etc., meet after reflection or refrac¬ 
tion; the point from which any activity 
originates, point of concentration, v.t. 
To bring (rays) to a point; to adjust (eye 
or instrument) so as to be at the right 
focus; to bring into focus, focal, a. 
Pertaining to, or situated at a focu3. 
fodder (fod'Sr) [A.-S. fOdor, as POOD], n. 
Food served to cattle, as hay, etc. v.t. 
To supply with fodder. 

Coe (fo) [A.-S. fah, hostile], n. A personal 
enemy; an enemy in war; an ill-wisher, 
foeman, n. An enemy in war. 
foetus (fe'tus) [L. fitus, offspring], n. The 
young of viviparous animals in the womb, 
and of oviparous vertebrates in the egg. 
foetal, a. Pertaining to a foetus, 
fog (fog) [?], n. Coarse, rank grass, 
aftermath; a dense watery vapour 
suspended near the surface of land or 
sea; (Phot.) a cloudiness on a negative; 
(fig.) a state of confusion or perplexity. 
v.t. To becloud, perplex, bewilder; 
(Phot.) to make (a negative) cloudy. 
v.i. To become foggy. fog-bank, n. 
A dense nfass of fog at sea resembling land 
at a distance, fog-horn, n. An in¬ 


strument to give warning to ships, etc., in 
a fog. fog-signal, n. A detonator 
placed on a railway for the guidance of 
engine-drivers, foggy, a. 
fogy (fo'gi) [?], ». An old-fashioned, 
eccentric person. 

foible (foibl) [F.], ». A weak point in 
one’s character. 

foil (1) (foil) [O.F. foil (F. feuille ), L. 
folium , a leaf (cp. Gr. phullion )], n. An 
amalgam of quicksilver and tin at the 
back of a mirror; a thin leaf of metal put 
nndergems; that which serves to set off 
something to advantage, 
foil (2) [O.F. fouler, to full (cloth)], v.t. 
To baffle, frustrate, throw off the scent; 
to defeat, parry. 

foil (3) [?], n. A straight thin sword, 
blunted by a button used in fencing, 
foist (foist) [?], v.t. To introduce sur¬ 
reptitiously or wrongfully; to palm off 
(on or upon) as genuine, 
fold (1) (fdld) [A.-S. fall ], n. A pen for 
sheep; a flock of sheep, 
fold (2) [A.-S. fealdan], v.t. To double or 
lay one part over another; to clasp, 
embrace, v.i. To become doubled; to 
shut in folds. ». A part doubled or laid 
on another; a bend, a plait, folder, n. 
-fold, suf. Forming adjectives and ad¬ 
verbs denoting multiplication, aa fourfold, 
manifold. 

foliaccous (fC-li-S'shffs) [L. folium, leaf], 
a. Having the texture, structure, etc., of 
leaves; leaf-shaped. 

foliage (fo'li-Aj) [as prec.], n. Leaves In 
the aggregate. 

folio (fo'li-6) [L. in folio, in form of sheet 
folded once], n. A sheet of paper folded 
once; a book of the largest size, with 
sheets folded once; a leaf of paper or 
page of manuscript, or of an account book; 
the number of a page; 72 (or 90) words of 
manuscript. 

folk (fok) [A.-S. foie], n. People collec¬ 
tively; a particular class, as old folk; 
a people or race, folk-lore, n. Popular 
superstitions, tales, traditions, or legends; 
the systematic study of these, folk¬ 
lorist, n. One versed in this, folk-song, 
n. A song or ballad that has been handed 
down by tradition, folk-tale, n. A 
popular mvth. 

follicle (fol'ikl) [L. folliculus, a little bag], 
n. A small cavity, sac, or gland, 
follow (fol'S) [A.-S. folgian ], v.t. To go 
or come after; to pursue; to accompany, 
attend upon, side with, espouse the cause 
of; to pattern oneself upon; to go along 
(a road, etc.); to engage in, practise as 
a profession; to act upon (a rule, etc.); 
to happen after in time, order, or import¬ 
ance ; to watch the course of; to grasp the 
meaning of ; to result; to seek after. 
v.i. To come or go after another person 
or thing; to pursue; to ensue; to be the 
logical consequence, follower, n. One 
who follows; a disciple, adherent, follow¬ 
ing, a. Coming next after, succeeding, n, 
A body of adherents. 
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folly (fol'i) [O.F. folie, fol, POOL], n. Fool¬ 
ishness, want of judgment; a foolish act, 
idea, or conduct. 

foment (fo-ment') [L. fOmentdre ], v.t. To 
apply lotions to; to warm, poultice; (Jig.) 
to foster, promote, fomentation, n. 
fond (fond) [M.B. formed], a. Foolish, 
tender, or loving; doting, fondly, adv. 
fondle (fondl) [freq. of POND], v.t. To 
caress, v.i. To indulge in caresses (with), 
fondling, n. A person or thing fondled, 
font (font) [A.-8. fant, L. fons , a fount], 
n. The vessel to contain water for bap¬ 
tism. 

food (food) [A.-8. f6da ], n. Any substance 
which is capable of nourishing the living 
being. 

fool (1) (fool) [O.F. fol], n. A person with¬ 
out common sense or judgment; a silly 
person; a dupe; a jester, v.t. To make 
a fool of; to dupe, cheat, play tricks upon; 
to disappoint; to waste (time away), 
foolhardy, a. Daring without sense or 
judgment; rash, reckless, foolhardiness, 
n. foolscap, n. A pointed cap with bells, 
worn by jesters; a size of paper about 
17 x 13J in. (from its water-mark, a fool’s 
cap and bells), foolery, n. Act of play¬ 
ing the fool; folly , absurdity, fooling, 
n. foolish, a. foolishness, n. 
fool (2) [?], n. A dish made of fruit, 
foot (fut) [A.-8./W], n. (pi. feet) The part of 
the leg which touches the ground in stand¬ 
ing ; the part below the ankle; the locomo¬ 
tive organ of invertebrates; that part of 
dress which receives the foot; a measure 
containing 12 in.; the lowest part, the base; 
foot-soldiers, infantry; a set of syllables 
forming the rhythmical unit in verse. 
v.i. To walk, dance; to go on foot. v.t. 
To travel over by walking; to add a new 
foot to (as stockings); to pay (a bill), 
football, n. An inflated bladder encased 
in leather used in the game; a game 
played by two parties, fifteen (Rugby) or 
eleven ( Association ) on each side, foot¬ 
board, n. A step for getting into or out 
of a vehicle; a foot-plate, foot-fall, n. 
The sound of a footstep, foothold, n. 
Support at or to the foot; a position of 
stability or security, footing, n. Place 
for standing; foothold; a firm or secure 
position; entrance into a new sphere, 
society, trade, etc.; (Arch.) a course at the 
base or foundation of a wall, footlights, 
n.pl. A screened row of lights in front of 
the stage of a theatre, footman, n. A male 
domestic servant in livery, footnote, n. A 
note at the bottom of a page, footpad, n. 
A highwayman who robs on foot. A 
vessel for washing feet, foot-path, n. A 
narrow path or way for foot-passengers 
only, footplate, n. The platform for 
the driver and fireman on a locomotive, 
foot-pound, n. The um‘t of energy, the 
amount that will raise one pound avoir¬ 
dupois one foot, foot-soldier, n. An in¬ 
fantry soldier, footsore, a. Having the 
feet sore or tender, footstep, n. Tread; 
a footprint; the sound of the step of a foot; 


trace of a course pursued or of action 
done. 

fop (fop) [M.E. foppe ], n. A coxcomb, 
foppery, n. foppish, a. 
for (for, for) [A.-S.], prep. In place of; 
in exchange against; as the price of; in 
consideration of; because of, in favour of; 
in order to; appropriate to; toward, con¬ 
ducive to; on behalf of, in relation to; 
as regards; so far as; as, as being; to the 
amount of; notwithstanding; during. 
conj. Since, because; seeing that, 
for-, pref. Away, off, as in forget, forgive’, 
negative, or privative, as in forbear, forbid , 
forsake ; intensive, as in forlorn. 
forage (for'aj) [O.F. foutrage], n. Food for 
horses and cattle; the act of foraging, v.i. 
To collect forage; to hunt for supplies. 
v.t. To obtain or supply with forage, 
forasmuch (for-az-much') [FOR, AS, MUCH 
(AS)], conj. (foil, by as). Seeing that; in 
consideration that. 

foray (for'ft) [conn, with forage], n. A 
predatory expedition, raid, 
forbear (1) (fbr'bar) [FORE-, BE, -BR], n. 

(uiM. pi.) A forefather, ancestor, 
forbear (2) (for-bar') [for-, bear (2)], 
v.t. (past -bore, p.p. -borne). To refrain 
from; to bear with, treat with patience. 
v.i. To be patient, to refrain from resent¬ 
ment. forbearance, n. 
forbid (fbr-bid') [for-, bid], v.t. (past 
-bad, -bade, p.p. -bidden) To pro¬ 
hibit; to exclude, oppose, forbidden, a. 
Prohibited, interdicted, forbidding, a. 
Repulsive, disagreeable, 
force (1) (fors) [L. fortis, strong], n. 
Strength, energy, active power; military 
or naval strength; an army; (pi.) troops; 
violence, coercion; efficacy, validity; 
significance, import; persuasive power; 
animation, vividness; (Phys.) that which 
causes, stops, or alters motion in a body. 
v.t. To compel, to constrain by force; to 
use violence to, to ravish; to strain, dis¬ 
tort; to impose or impress (upon) with 
force; to make a way by force; to stimu¬ 
late, cause to grow, etc., artificially; to 
cause to ripen prematurely; (Cards) to 
compel (a player) to play in a certain way. 
forced,®. Constrained,affected; unnatural, 
forcedly, adv. forceful, a. Full of, pos¬ 
sessing, or impelled with force; violent, 
impetuous, forcible, forcing-house, n. 
A hothouse, forcemeat, n. Meat chopped 
fine and seasoned, 
force (2) [Scand.], n. A waterfall, 
forceps (for'seps) [L.], n. A pair of 
tongs, pincers, or pliers, 
forcible (fSr'sibl) [as force (1)], a. Done 
by force; having force, powerful, effica¬ 
cious. forcibly, adv. 

ford (fdrd) [A.-S.], n. A shallow part of a 
river where it may be crossed by wading. 
v.t. To cross (as water) by wading, 
fordable, a. 

fore (f6r) [A.-S.], prep. Before, adv , 
In the front; in or towards the bows of 
a ship. a. Being in front or the front 
part; anterior, prior, first. ». The 
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front part; ( Naut .) the bow. fore-and- 
aft : At, along, or over the whole length 
of a ship from stem to stern, 
fore-, pref. Before, in front, beforehand, 
as foreordain , forerunner ; in the front or 
front part of; of or near the bow or fore¬ 
mast ; as forecourt , forecastle , forepeak. 
forearm (for-arm'), v.t. To prepare 
beforehand for attack or defence, 
fore-arm (for'arm), n. The part of the 
arm between the wrist and elbow, 
forebode (for-b5d'), v.t. To foretell, 
predict, portend; to feel a presentiment of. 
v.i. To prognosticate, esp. evil, fore¬ 
boding, n. Presage, esp. of evil, 
forecast (for-kast'), v.t. ( past and p.p. 
forecast) To foresee, predict, v.i. To 
form a scheme beforehand, n. (for'kast) 
Provision against the future; calculation 
of probable events. 

forecastle, fo’c’sle (for'kasl, foksl), n. 
The forward part of the upper deck; in 
merchant-ships, a forward space below 
deck where the crew lives, 
foreclose (for-kloz') [O.F. forclos , L. /om, 
outside, CLOSE], v.t. To exclude or bar ; 
to preclude; to settle beforehand, v.i. 
To deprive a mortgager of his equity of 
redemption on failure to pay money due. 
foreclosure, n. The act of foreclosing, 
forefather (forifa-Mer), n. An ancestor, 
forefinger (for'fing-g6r), n. The finger 
next to the thumb, the first or index 
finger. 

fore-foot (for'fut), n. A front foot of a 
quadruped. 

forefront (for'frunt), n. The foremost 
part or position. 

forego (1) (for-go') [PORE-, GO], v.t. and *. 
( past -went, p.p. -gone) To go before, to 
precede in time, order, or place, fore'- 
going, a. Preceding, previously men¬ 
tioned. foregone', a. Past; preceding; 
determined before. 

foreground (fSr'ground), n. The nearest 
part of a view; the part of a picture 
showing this. 

forehead (for'6d) [A.-S. forhiafod ], n. The 
face from the eyebrows to the hair, 
foreign (for'in) [O.F. forain, L. fords , out 
of doors], a. Belonging to another country 
or nation; alien, strange, extraneous; 
irrelevant, foreigner, n. 
forejudge (for-juj'), v.t. To judge or 
decide before trial. 

foreknow (for-no'), v.t. (past -knew, p.p. 
-known) To know beforehand, fore- 
knowl'edge, n. 

foreland (for'l&nd), n. A promontory, 
foreleg <for'-leg), n. A front leg of an 
animal, chair, etc. . 

forelock (for'lok), n. A lock of hair 
growing over the forehead, 
foreman (for'm&n), n. The chief man of 
a jury, the spokesman; a workman super¬ 
vising others. 

foremast (for'mast), n. The mast nearest 
the bow of a vessel. 

foremost (for'most) [A.-S., double supcrl. 
from forma , first], a. First in time, place, 


order, rank, or importance; chief.' adv. 
In the first place; before anything else, 
forename (ffir'nam), n. A Christian name, 
forenoon (fSr'noon), n. The part of the 
day from morning to noon, 
forensic (fo-ren'sik) [L. forensis , pertaining 
to the forum], a. Pertaining to courts of 
judicature, or to public debate, 
foreordain (for-or-dan'), v.t . To ordain 
beforehand, to predestinate, 
fore-part (fSr'part), n. The first, most 
advanced, or earlier part, 
forerunner (for-run'6r), n. A messenger 
sent before; a precursor, 
foresail (f8rsl, fdr'sai), n. The principal 
sail on the foremast. 

foresee (for-se'), v.t. (past, -saw, p.p. 
-seen) To see or know beforehand, to 
have prescience of. foreseeing, a. 
foreshore (for'shor), n. The part of the 
shore lying between high- and low-water 
marks; ground between sea and land, 
foreshorten (for-shor't6n), v.t. In draw¬ 
ing, etc., to represent (figures or parts) 
so as to give a correct impression of form 
and proportions. 

foreshow (for-sho') [A.-S. fore-scSawian ], 
v.t. (p.p. -shown) To predict, 
foresight (for'sit), n. Forethought, pru 
dence; the muzzle-sight of a gun. 
forest (for'6st) [O.F., from L./cm, outside], 
n. An extensive wood or tract of wooded 
country; a wild uncultivated tract; a 
large tract of country set apart for hunting. 
a. Relating or pertaining to a forest; 
sylvan, forester, n. One who has charge 
of or lives in a forest, forestry, n. Act 
or art of cultivating forests, 
forestall (for-stawT) [A.-S. forsteall , inter¬ 
ception], v.t. To hinder by preoccupation; 
to anticipate, be beforehand with, 
foretaste (for'tist), n. Experience or 
enjoyment (of) beforehand; anticipation, 
foretell (fSr-tel'), v.t. (past and p.p. -told) 
To predict, prophesy; to foreshadow, 
forethought (for'thawt), n. Considera¬ 
tion beforehand; premeditation, 
foretop (for'top), n. The top or platform 
at the head of the foremast, 
forever (fdr-ev'6r), adv. For ever. «. 
Eternity. 

forewarn (for-wawrn'), v.t. To warn or 
give notice to beforehand, 
forewoman (for'wum-an), n. A work¬ 
woman who supervises others, 
foreword (for'wgrd), n. A preface, 
forfeit (fdr'fit) [O.F. forfait ], n. That 
which is lost through fault, neglect, etc.; 
a penalty, a fine, a stipulated sum to be 
paid for breach of contract; (pi.) a 
parlour-game. a. Lost or alienated 
through fault or crime, v.t. To lose the 
right to or possession of by fault, crime, 
omission, or neglect; to confiscate, for¬ 
feiture, n. The act of forfeiting, 
forfend (f6r-fend'), v.t. To avert, ward 
off. 

forgather (tor-g&th'tic) [FOR-, GATHER], v.i. 

To meet or associate (with); to assemble, 
forge (1) (forj) [O.F., ult. from L.fabrica t 
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FABRIC], n. The workshop of a smith; 
the open hearth where iron is heated or 
wrought, v.t. To form or fabricate by 
heating and hammering; to make or con¬ 
struct; to make or imitate fraudulently, 
to counterfeit; to alter a signature or 
document with intent to defraud, v.i. 
To commit forgery. forgeable, a. 
forger, n. One who commits forgery, 
forgery, n. The act of forging, counter¬ 
feiting, of falsifying; a fraudulent imita¬ 
tion. forging, n. That which is forged; 
a piece of forged metal work, 
forge (2) [?], v.i. To move (forward or 
ahead) slowly or with difficulty, 
forget (for-get') [A.-S. forgitan 1, v.t. (past 
-got, p.p. -gotten, poet. -got). To lose 
remembrance of; to put out of mind, to 
fail to remember, neglect (to do some¬ 
thing). forget-me-not, n. A small 
plant with bright blue flowers, forget¬ 
table, a. forgetful, a. 
forgive (for-giv') IA.-S. forgifan ], v.t. (past 
-gave, p.p. -given) To pardon or remit, 
as an offence or debt; not to exact the 
penalty for. v.i. To show forgiveness, 
forgivable, a. forgiveness, n. for¬ 
giving, a. 

forgo (f6r-gd') [A.-S. forgdn (for-, go)], 
v.t. (past -went, p.p. -gone) To give 
up, deny oneself, renounce; to quit, 
fork (fork) [A.-S. fore], n. An instrument 
with two or more prongs, used for digging, 
lifting, carrying, etc., or in cooking and 
at table; a diverging branch, a point 
where a road divides into two. v.t. To 
raise, pitch, dig or break up, etc., with 
a fork. t>.». To divide into two; to send 
out branches, forked, a. 
forlorn (f6r-ldm') [A.-S. forloren], a. 
Deserted; wretched, hopeless, forlorn 
hope [Dut. verloren hoop, lit. lost troop], 
n. A detachment of men selected for some 
service of uncommon danger; a bold, 
desperate enterprise, forlornness, n. 
form (fbrm) [O.F. forme, L. forma], n. 
Shape, configuration; figure, esp. the 
human; particular arrangement, organ¬ 
ization, or constitution; a rule of proce¬ 
dure, ceremony, or ritual; the mode in 
which anything is perceptible; kind, 
species, variety; a mould or model upon 
which a thing is fashioned; a formula, a 
fixed order of words, a document with 
blanks to be filled in; behaviour accord¬ 
ing to accepted rules; fitness, a good state 
of health or training; a long seat without 
a back; a class at school; the seat or bed 
of a hare; a body of type ready for print¬ 
ing. v.t. To shape; to arrange; to 
make, construct, mould to a pattern; 
to conceive, devise; to articulate; to 
become; to be the material for. 

-form, suf. Like, having the shape of, as 
cruciform ; having a certain number of 
forms, as multiform, uniform. 
formal (fbr'mal) [L. formalis, as FORMl, 
a. In a set form; orderly, according to 
established forms; ceremonious, punc¬ 
tilious, precise; perfunctory; of or per¬ 
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taining to the outward form as opposed to 
reality, formalism, n. formalist, n. 
formality, n. The condition or quality 
of being formal; conformity to custom, 
etc.; conventionality; an established order 
or method, formally, adv. 
formation (for-ma'shim) [L. formdtio], n. 
Act or process of forming or creating; 
state of being formed; manner in which 
anything is formed; conformation, ar¬ 
rangement; a thing formed, for'mative, 
o. Having the power of giving form, 
former (fbr'm&r) [as foremost], a. Pre¬ 
ceding in time; the first-mentioned (of 
two); ancient, bygone, formerly, adv. 
In former times; of the past, 
formidable (fbr'ml-dabl) [L. formlddre, to 
dread], a. Tending to excite fear; dan¬ 
gerous to encounter; difficult to resist, 
overcome, or accomplish, 
formless (fbrmies), a. Without form, 
shapeless. 

formula (far'mQ-U) [L., dim. of forma, 
form], n. (pi. -lae, -las) A prescribed 
form of words; a formal enunciation of 
faith, etc.; a conventional usage; a pre¬ 
scription. formulate, v.t. To express in 
formula. 

fornicate (f6r'ni-kat) [L. fornic&ri], v.i. 
To commit fornication, fornica'tion, n. 
Sexual intercourse of unmarried persons, 
fornicator, ». 

forsake (for-sak') [A.-S. forsacan], v.t. 
(past -sook, p.p. -saken) To leave, 
abandon, withdraw from; to cast off. 
forsooth (for-sooth') [FOR-, SOOTH], adv. 

(ironically) In truth, certainly, doubtless, 
forswear (for-swar') [A.-S. forswerian], 
v.t. (past -swore, p.p. -sworn) To 
abjure; to renounce upon oath or with 
protestations, v.i. To swear falsely, per¬ 
jure oneself. 

fort (fort) [L. fortis (domus), strong 
(house)], n. A fortified place, 
forte (1) (fort) [F.], n. A person's strong 
point; that in which one excels. 
forte (2) (for'til) [It., strong], adv. ( Mus.) 
With loudness or force, 
forth (fSrth) [A.-S.], adv. Out; out from 
home; out of doors; forward in place, time, 
or order, forthcoming, a. Coming 
forth, ready to appear, n. A coming 
forth. forthwith, (forth-wifA'), adv. 
Immediately; without delay, 
fortify (fdr'ti-fi) [O.F. fortifier ], v.t. To 
make strong; to invigorate; to add 
strength to; to confirm, corroborate; to 
strengthen by forts, ramparts, etc.; to 
make defensible, fortifica'tion, n. 
fortissimo (fGr-tis'i-mo) [It., superl. of 
FORTE (2)], adv. (Mus.) Very loud, 
fortitude (fbr'ti-tfid) [L. fortitudo ], n. 
Strength, esp. strength of mind which 
enables one to meet danger or endure pain, 
fortnight (fdrt'nit) [A.-S. feowertync niht 
fourteen nights], n. A period of two 
weeks, fortnightly, a. Happening once 
a fortnight, adv. Once a fortnight, 
fortress (for'tres) [O.F. forteresse], n. A 
fortified place. 
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fortuitous (for-tu'i-tus) [L. fortuitus , from 
fors , chance], a. Happening bj chance; 
casual, accidental. 

fortunate (f$r'chu-nat) [L. fortunatus , as 
foil.], a. Happening by good luck; bring¬ 
ing or presaging good fortune; lucky, 
fortune (for'chun) [L. fortUna , cogn. with 
fors fortis , chance], n. Chance, luck; 
that which brings good or ill hap; one’s 
future lot; prosperity; wealth; a large 
property. v.i. To happen, to chance, 
forty (for'ti) [A.-S. feowertig ], a. Four 
times ten. n. The sum of four times 
ten; a symbol expressing this, 40 or xl; 
(pi.) the years of one’s life between 39 and 
50, the corresponding period in a century, 
fortieth, a. 

forum (fSr'um) [L.], n. The public place 
in Borne in which were the law courts, 
etc., and where orations were delivered, 
forward (1) (for'ward) [A.-S. foreweartT], 
a. At, near, or towards the front; on¬ 
ward; advancing, well advanced, early, 
premature; eager, prompt; pert. n. A 
player at football, etc., stationed at the 
front of his side. v.t. To help onward, 
promote; to send on or to a further 
destination, forwardly, adv. forward¬ 
ness, n. The quality or state of being 
forward; assurance; pertness. forward 
(2), -s, adv. Towards the front or the 
fore-part; onward in place or time, 
fosse (fos) [L. fossa], n. A ditch, 
fossil (fos'il) [L. fossilis, from fossus , p.p. 
of fodere , to dig], a. Preserved in the 
strata of the earth’s crust, esp. if mineral¬ 
ized; (fig.) antiquated, n. An organic 
body preserved in the strata of the earth’s 
crust; an antiquated person, fossilif'er- 
ous, a. Containing fossils, 
foster (fos'ter) [A.-S. fostrian , from fdstor , 
nourishment], v.t. To nourish, rear, pro¬ 
mote the growth of; to nurse, cherish; 
to harbour (as an ill feeling), foster- 
brother, -sister, -child, etc., n. One 
bv nursing or upbringing, but not by birth, 
foster-father, -mother, -parent, n. 
One who takes the place of a parent In 
rearing a child. 

foul (foul) [A.-S. ful], a. Dirty, filthy, 
loathsome, offensive; covered or filled 
with noxious matter, clogged, choked; 
obscene, polluted; unfair, against the 
rules; cloudy, rainy; full of printer’s 
errors, inaccurate (of a proof), n. A 
wilful collision, an interference, any breach 
of the rules of a game or contest, v.t. 
To defile, soil, pollute; to dishonour; to 
come into collision with, to impede, block, 
or entangle, v.i. To become foul, 
clogged, or entangled; to come into colli¬ 
sion. foully, adv. foulness, n. 
foulard (fu-lar, -lard') [F.], n. A soft, 
thin material of silk or silk and cotton, 
foumart (foo'mart) [A.-S. ful t FOUL, 
inearth , a marten], n. The polecat, 
found (1) (found) [L. fundere, to pour], 
v.t. To cast by melting (metal) or fusing 
(material for glass) and pouring it into a 
mould; to make of molten metal or glass. 


founder (1), n. One who casts metal, 
foundry, n. A place where metals are 
cast; the act or art of casting haetals. 
found (2) [L .fund are t from fundus , bottom], 
v.t. To lay the foundation or basis of; 
to fix firmly; to establish, endow, origM- 
ate; to conduct or base (upon), v.i. To 
rest (upon) as a foundation, founder (2*), 
n. One who originates anything, esp. 
one who endows an institution, 
foundation (foun-da'shun) [FOUND (2)], n. 
The act of establishing; that on which 
anything is established or by which it is 
sustained; permanent basis; the endow¬ 
ment of an institution; the basis of a 
structure, foundationer, n. One sup¬ 
ported by the endowment of a college 
or school. 

founder (3) (foun'd6r) [O.F. fondrer , to 
sink in], v.i. To fill with water and sink 
(as a ship); to fall lame (of a horse), 
foundling (found'ling) [found, -LING], n. 
A deserted^child of unknown parents, 
fount (1) (fount) [L. fons fontem ], n. A 
spring, a fountain, a well, 
fount (2) [F. fonte, from fondre, to FOUND 
(l)], n. A set of type of one face and size, 
fountain (foun'tan) [O.F. fontaine , L. fons 
fontis ], n. A spring of water; the source 
of a river; a jet of water driven into the 
air by pressure; the structure for produc¬ 
ing this; a public erection with a drink¬ 
ing-supply ; a reservoir to contain a liquid, 
as in a pen, etc.; a source, a first principle, 
four (f5r) [A.S. feoicer ], a. Consisting of 
one more than three, or twice two. n. 
The sum of one and three; a symbol 
expressing this, 4, iiii, or iv; a set of four, 
a team of four horses, a four-oared boat 
or its crew, etc. on all fours : On the 
hands and knees; agreeing precisely with, 
four-in-hand, a. Drawn by four horses. 
n. A vehicle so drawn, four-poster, n. 
A large bedstead with four high posts at 
the corners, fourscore, a. & n. Four times 
twenty, eighty; eighty years old. four¬ 
square, a. Square-shaped; firmly estab¬ 
lished, immovable, four-wheeler, n. A 
vehicle having four wheels, esp. a cab. four¬ 
fold, a. Four times as many or as much, 
quadruple, adv. In fourfold measure, 
foursome, n. (Golf) A game between two 
pairs, the partners playing alternately, 
fourteen, a. Amounting to four and ten. 
n. The number amounting to four and 
ten; a symbol denoting this, 14 or xiv. 
fourteenth, a. and n. fourth, a. and n. 
fourthly, adv. 

fowl (foul) [A.-S. fugol], n. A bird, esp. 
of the domestic or poultry kind; birds 
collectively; their flesh as food. v.i. To 
hunt, catch, or kill birds for sport, fowler, 
. n. One who pursues wild-fowl for sport, 
fowling-piece, n. A light smooth-bore 
gun for shooting wild-fowl, 
fox (foks) [A.-S.], n. A small quadruped, 
notorious for its cunning, preserved in 
England for sport; a sly, cunning fellow. 
v.i. To become sour; to turn reddish (of 
paper, etc.), fox-brush, n. The tail of a fox. 
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foxglove, n. A plant with purple flowers 
resembling the fingers of a glove, fox¬ 
hound, n. A hound trained to hunt foxes, 
fox-terrier, n. A short-haired dog, orig. 
employed to unearth foxes, fox-trot, n. 
A kind of dance, foxed, a. Stained with 
spots, as a book or print, foxy, a. 
foyer (fwa'y&) [F.], n. A large public 
room in a theatre. 

fracas (fra-ka) [F.], n. A disturbance, a 
row; an uproar; a noisy quarrel, 
fraction (frak'shun) [L. fractus , broken], 
n. A fragment, a small piece; ( Math .) 
the expression of one or more parts of a 
unit, fractional, a. 

fractious (frak'shus) [as prec.], a. Apt to 
quarrel; snappish, fretful, fractious - 
ness, n. 

fracture (fr&k'chur) [as prec.], n. Breaking 
by violence; a break; breakage, esp. of a 
bone. vJ. To break across, v.i. To 
break or crack. 

fragile (fraj'il) [F., from L. / rangere, to 
break], a. Brittle, easily broken; frail, 
fragility, n. 

fragment (frag'ment) [L. fragmentum , as 
prec.], n. A piece broken off; an incom¬ 
plete portion, frag'mentary, o. 
fragrant (fra'grant) [L. frdgrans , emitting 
a perfume], a. Sweet-smelling, odorous, 
fragrance, n. fragrantly, adv. 
frail (fral) [O.F. fraile , as fragile], a. 
Fragile, delicate; in weak health; liable 
to be led astray, frailty, n. 
frame (fram) [A.-S. framian , to avail, to 
further], v.t. To construct by fitting parts 
together; to fit, adjust, contrive; to 
devise, compose, express; to plan, to form 
in the mind, conceive, imagine; to sur¬ 
round with a frame, to serve as a frame to. 
n. Anything composed of parts fitted to¬ 
gether; a structure, skeleton of a struc¬ 
ture; the build of anything; disposition 
of mind; a case to enclose or surround a 
picture, pane of glass, etc. framework, 
n. ^Phe frame of a structure; the fabric 
for enclosing or supporting anything, or 
forming a substructure; structure, arrange¬ 
ment (of society, etc.), 
franc (frank) [F.], n. A French silver coin, 
the unit of value, worth about 9£d. 
franchise (fran'chiz) [O.F., from franchir , 
to free oneself], n. A right, privilege, 
etc., granted to an individual or a body; 
the district to which a certain privilege 
extended; citizenship; the right of voting 
for a member of Parliament, 
frangible (fran'jibl) [L. frangere , to break], 
a. That may be easily broken, fran- 
glbil'ity, n. , 

Frank (1) (fr&nk) [L. Francus ], n. A 
member of the ancient German peoples 
who conquered France in the 6th cent.; 
a name given by Orientals to a European, 
frankish, a. 

frank (2) [L. francus , free, from prec.], 
a. Ingenuous, sincere, candid; generous, 
unrestrained, v.t. To send under an 
official-privilege, so as to pass free; to 
secure the free passage of (a person or 


thing), n. A signature authorizing a 
letter to go through the post free of charge, 
frankly, adv. frankness, n. 
frankincense (frank'in-sens) [O.F. franc 
encens ], n. A resin burning with a frag¬ 
rant smell. 

franklin (fr&nk'lin) [A.-F. fraunclein ], n. 
Formerly, an English freeholder, not liable 
to feudal service. 

frantic (fran'tik) [Gr. phrenitis , inflamma¬ 
tion of the brain], a. Raving, outrage¬ 
ously excited; suffering from frenzy.- 
frantically, -ticly, adv. 
fraternal (fra-ter-nal) [L. frater , brother], 
a. Brotherly; pertaining to or becoming 
brethren, fraternity, n. The state of a 
brother; brotherliness; a brotherhood, a 
body of men associated for a common 
interest or by similarity of rank, profes¬ 
sion, etc. frat'ernize, v.i. To associate 
with others of like occupation or tastes, 
fratricide (frat'ri-sid) [L. frater , brother, 
-CIDE], n. The murder or murderer of 
a brother, fratricidal, a. 
fraud (frawd) [O.F. fraude ], n. An act or 
course of deliberate deception, esp. 
directed to the detriment of another; a 
trick, trickery; a deceptive person, a 
humbug, fraudulent,a. fraudulence,w. 
fraught (frawt)[obs. n., cargo, cp. freight], 
a. Freighted, laden, stored (with), 
fray (1) (fra) [AFFRAY], n. A noisy quarrel, 
brawl, riot; a combat, contest, 
fray (2) [L. fricare i to rub], v.t. To wear 
away by rubbing; to chafe, v.i. To 
become rubbed or worn. * 

freak (fr§k) [?], n. A sudden wanton 
whim or caprice; a vagary; a monstrosity, 
a living curiosity, freakish, a. 
freckle (frekl) [Scand.], n. A light-brown 
spot on the skin. 

free (fre) [A.-S. freo ], a. At liberty; not 
under restraint; under a government 
based on the consent of the governed: 
not under foreign domination; released 
from authority or control; independent, 
unattached; exempt (from); not bound 
or limited (by rules, etc.), not literal (of a 
translation); unceremonious, reckless; im¬ 
pudent; indelicate; unreserved,ingenuous; 
admitted to certain privileges (of); 
liberal, generous; spontaneous. adv. 
Freely, v.t. To set at liberty, to eman¬ 
cipate ; to rid or relieve (of or from); to 
clear, disentangle, free-board, n. The 
space between the water-line on a vessel 
and the upper side of the deck, or the 
uppermost full deck, freedman, n. A 
manumitted slave, free-hand, a. ( Draw¬ 
ing ) Executed by the hand without the aid 
of instruments. * free-handed, n. Open- 
handed, liberal, freehold, n. An estate 
held in fee-simple or fee-tail, freeholder, 
n. free-lance, n. A member of one 
of the free companies of mercenaries in 
the Middle Ages; one who works indepen¬ 
dently of party; an unattached journalist, 
freeman, -woman, n. One not a slave; 
one who holds the franchise of a citizen, 
the frecdon of a city, company, etc. 
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freemason, n. A member of the “Free 

and Accepted Masons," a secret order or 
fraternity, freemasonry, n. freespoken, 
n. Speaking without reserve; blunt, 
candid, frank, freestone, n. A stone 
which can be cut in any direction, free¬ 
thinker, n. A rationalist, sceptic, or 
agnostic; one who rejects authority 
in religious belief, free-thinking, n. and 
a. free-thought, n. free-wheel, n. A 
driving wheel on a cycle that can revolve 
when disconnected from the driving gear; 
a cycle with such a wheel, v.i. To run 
(on a cycle or motor-car) without employ¬ 
ing motive power. 

freebooter (frS'boo-t£r) [Dut. vrijbuiter 
(free, booty)], ». A pirate, a plunder¬ 
ing adventurer. 

freedom (fre-dom) [A.-S. frlo-dom], n. 
State of being free, liberty, exemption 
from restraint or necessity, 
freeze (frgz) [A.-S. freosan], v.i. (past 
froze, p.p. frozen) To be turned from 
fluid to solid by cold; ( impers .) to be at 
that degree of cold at whieh water turns 
to ice; to feel cold, to lose animation 
through cold; to be chillpd (by fear), v.t. 
To congeal by cold; to form ice upon or 
convert into Ice; to chill, to paralyse, 
freezing, a. (fig.) Very cold; distant, 
chilling, freezing-point, n. The point 
at which water freezes (32* Fahrenheit, 
0° Centigrade). 

freight (frSt) [O.F. fret], n. Charge for 
transportation of goods, esp. by water; 
a cargo. v.t. To load (a ship); to hire 
or charter for carrying, freightage, n. 
French (french) [A.-S. Frencisc], a. Per¬ 
taining to France or its inhabitants; be¬ 
longing to or native of France, n. The 
language spoken by the people of France; 
the people of France, 
frenzy (fren'zi) [as frantic], n. Delirium, 
madness; temporary mental derange¬ 
ment. frenzied, a. 

frequent (fr6'kw6nt) [I. frequent,], a. 
Occurring often; occurring near together. 
v.t. (fr6-kwent') To resort to often or 
habitually, frequence, -quency, n. The 
quality of occurring frequently; repeti¬ 
tion at short intervals; rate of occurrence 
or recurrence, frequen'tative, a. Ex¬ 
pressing frequent repetition of an action, 
n. A verb doing this, frequen'ter, n. 
One who frequents, frequently, adv. 
fresco (fres'ko) [It., fresh], n. (pi. -coes). 

Water-colour painting on fresh plaster, 
fresh (fresh) [A.-S. fersc], a. New; not 
known or used previously; different; 
newly produced, not decayed or tainted ; 
pure, not salt, drinkable; uot preserved; 
just arrived (from); looking healthy; 
clearly remembered; frisky (of a horse); 
brisk, active; refreshing (of a breeze), etc. 
freshen, vX. To make fresh; to enliven, 
revive, v.i. To become fresh; to lose 
saltness, freshet, n. A sudden flood 
caused by heavy rains, etc. freshly, adv. 
freshman, n. A beginner, esp. a student 
in his first term at a University, fresh¬ 


ness, n. freshwater, a. Pertaining 
to fresh water, as dist. from the sea. 
fret (1) (fret) [A.-S. fretan ], v.t. To eat 
away, corrode, wear away, chafe; to vex, 
annoy; to disturb (as water), v.i. To 
be worn or eaten away; to be irritated 
or troubled, to chafe, n. Act or process 
of frettiDg or rubbing away; a state of 
chafing or vexation, fretful, a. Peevish, 
irritable; captious, fretfulness, n. 
fret (2) [O.F. freten], v.t. To ornament 
(esp. a ceiling) with carved work: to 
variegate, fretsaw, n. A small ribbon- 
saw used in cutting fretwork, fretwork, 
n. Carved or open woodwork in orna¬ 
mental patterns. 

fret (3) [?], n. A cross-bar on the finger¬ 
board of certain stringed instruments, 
friable (fri'&bl) [L. fridre, to crumble], a. 

Easily reducible to powder, 
friar (fri'ar) [L. frater, brother], n. A 
member of a male monastic order, esp. the 
Augustinians, Franciscans, Dominicans, or 
Carmelites, friary, n. A monastery, 
fricassee (frik-&-s6') [F.], n. A dish of 
birds, rabbits, etc., cut into pieces, fried 
or stewed, and served with sauce. v.t. 
To cook thus. 

friction (frik'shun) [L. friedre, to rub], n. 
Act of rubbing; resistance which a body 
meets with in moving over another; con¬ 
flict, disagreement, frictional, a. 
Friday (frl'da, -di) [A.-S. frige-doeg], n. 
The sixth day of the week. Good Friday: 
The Friday before Easter, kept sacred by 
the Christian Church in memory of the 
Crucifixion. 

friend (frend) [A.-S. freond], n. One 
attached to another by affection, as dis. 
from family relationship; an acquaint¬ 
ance, adherent, sympathizer, colleague; 
a Quaker; anything that helps one in an 
emergency, friendless, a. friendly, a. 
Good-natured; acting as a friend; char¬ 
acteristic of friends; favourable, friend¬ 
liness, n. friendship, n. 
frieze (1) (fr6z) [F. frise], n. The middle 
division of an entablature; the band of 
sculpture occupying this, 
frieze (2) (frez) [Dut. Vries, a Frieslander], 
n. A coarse woollen cloth, 
frigate (frig'atl [It. freguta], n. An obso¬ 
lete w'ar-ship, next smaller to a line-of- 
battle ship, frigate-bird, n. A large 
tropical raptorial sea-bird, 
fright (frit) [A.-S. fyrhto ], n. Sudden and 
violent fear; a state of terror; one of 
ridiculous appearance In person or dress, 
frighten, v.t. To alarm, terrify, scare, 
frightful, a. Dreadful, horrible, hideous; 
causing fright; extraordinary, fright¬ 
fully, adv. frightfulness, n. 
frigid (frij'id) [L. frigus, cold], a. Cold; 
lacking warmth of feeling or ardour; 
stiff, formal; dull, fiat, frigid'ity, n. 
frill (fril) [ ?], ». A pleated or fluted edg¬ 
ing, on a shirt, etc. frilling, n. 
fringe (frinj) [O.F. frenge, L. fimbria], n. 
An ornamental border of loose threads or 
tassels; an edging; the front hair cut 
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short and straight, v.t. To border with 
a fringe. 

frippery (friptr-i) [O.P. freperie ], n. 

Worthless, needless, or trumpery finery. 
Frisian (friz'i-An) [L. Frisii], a. Pertain¬ 
ing to or native of Friesland, 
frisk (frisk) [O.F. frisque, lively], v.i. To 
gambol about; to frolic, n. A gambol, 
a frolic, frisky, o. friskily, adv. 
fritillary (frit'i-lar-i) [L. frilillus , a dice- 
box], n. A liliaceous genus with flowers 
speckled dull purple; a butterfly with 
wings similarly marked, 
fritter (1) (frit'6r) [L. / rictus , fried], n. 
A light batter containing slices of fruit, 
fritter (2) [?], n. {pi.) Fragments, shreds. 
v.t. To break into small pieces; to trifle 
away (time, money, etc.), 
frivolous (friv'6-lus) [L. frlvolus], a. 
Trumpery; inclined to unbecoming levity, 
silly, frivolity, n. 

frizz (friz) [as FRIEZB (2)], v.t. To crisp; 
to form into a curly, crinkled mass (of 
hair); to raise a nap on (cloth), n. 
Frizzed hair, frizzy, a. 
frizzle (1) (frizl) [as prec.], v.t. To curl, 
to crisp, n. Frizzed hair, 
frizzle (2) [?], v.t. To fry (bacon, etc.) 
with a hissing noise, v.i. To hiss while 
being fried. 

fro (fro) [as FROM], adv. Away, backward, 
frock (frok) [F. froc ], n. The long upper 
garment worn by monks; a gown or dress 
worn by women or children; a frock-coat; 
a smock-frock, frock-coat, n. A close- 
fitting body-coat, with broad skirts of the 
game length before and behind, 
frog (1) (frog) TA.-S. frogga], n. An 
amphibious animal of the genus Rana. 
frog (2) [Port . froco], n. A spindle-shaped 
button used for fastening military cloaks, 
ladles’ mantles, etc.; the loop of a scab¬ 
bard. 

frog (5) [?], n. A tender hornj substance 
in the middle of a horse’s sole, 
frolic (frol'ik) [?], a. Gay, sportive; full 
of pranks. ». A prank; an outburst of 
gaiety, v.i. To play pranks; to indulge 
in merry-making, frolicsome, o. 
from (from) [A.-8. from , Jrarti (cp. Icel. 
frd, fro)], prep. Away, out of; beginning 
with, after; because of. 
frond (frond) [L. front , a leaf], n. ( Bot.) 
A leaf-like expansion, esp. of the ferns and 
allied plants. 

front (frunt) [L. front, the forehead], n. 
The fore-part of anything; the most 
conspicuous part; a position directly before 
one; the forehead; the principal face 
of a building; (Mil.) the line of battle, 
the ground on which fighting is going on. 
a. Relating to or situated in or at the 
front, v.t. To face, to look (to or to¬ 
wards) ; to confront, to meet face to face; 
to furnish with a front. t>.<. To face, 
look, be situated with the front (towards), 
frontage, n. The front part of a building; 
land facing a road or water, frontal, a. 
frontier (frun'ter) [O.F., as prec.], n. 
That part of a country which borders 


upon another, o. Pertaining to or situated 
on the frontier. 

frontispiece (frfin'tis-pes) [L. front, fore¬ 
head, specere , to look], n. A picture 
fronting the title-page of a book, 
frost (frost) [A.-S. for si], n. Act or state 
of freezing, congelation of fluids by cold; 
temperature below freezing-point; frosty 
weather; rime; (Jig.) frigidity, v.t. To 
injure by frost; to cover with or as with 
rime; to furnish with frost-nails, frost¬ 
bite, n. Inflammation, usu. of the extrem¬ 
ities, caused by extreme cold, frosted, a. 
frosting, n. A mixture used to cover 
cakes; a rough surface on glass, metal, etc., 
in imitation of frost, frosty, a. 
froth (frawth) [Scand., A.-S. afreothan ], n. 
Foam, bubbles caused in liquors by agita¬ 
tion or fermentation; scum; empty display 
of wit or rhetoric, v.t. To cause to foam. 
v.i. To form or emit froth, frothy, a. 
froward (fro'w&rd) [FRO, -WARD], a. Re¬ 
fractory, perverse, mutinous, frowardly, 
adv. frowardness, n. 
frown (frown) [O.F. frongnier ], v.i. To 
express displeasure or seriousness by con¬ 
tracting the brows; to look gloomy, 
threatening, or with disfavour; to scowl, 
n. A knitting of the brows in displeasure 
or mental absorption. 

frowst (froust) [?], n. Stuffiness; un¬ 
wholesome smell (in a room), frowsty, 
a. 

frowzy (frou'zi) [?], a. Musty, fusty, 
fructify (fruk'ti-fl) [L. fructificare {fructus , 
fruit, -FT)], v.t. To make fruitful; to 
fertilize, v.i. To bear fruit, fructuate, 
r.t. To bear or come to fruit, fructua- 
tion, n. fructif erous, a. Bearing fruit, 
fructification, n. 

frugal (Iroo'gal) [L. fr&g&lis ], a. Thrifty, 
sparing; economical. frugality, n. 
Economy, thrift, frugally, adv. 
fruit (froot) [L. frux], n. The edible 
succulent product of a plant in which 
the seeds are enclosed; ( Bot.) the matured 
ovary with parts adhering thereto, the 
spores of ferns, etc. ; {pi.) vegetable 

products serving for food; (Jig.) product, 
result; benefit, profit, v.i. To bear fruit, 
fruitage, n. fruitar ian, n. One that 
feeds on fruit, fruiterer, n. One who 
deals in fruits, fruitful, a. Producing 
fruit in abundance; fertile; prolific, fruit¬ 
fully, adv. fruitfulness, n. fruity, a. 
Like fruit; (of wine) tasting of the grape; 
rich, full-flavoured. 

fruition (froo-ish'iin) [O.F., as prec.], n. 

Attainment, fulfilment, 
frumenty (froo'men-ti) [L. frumentum , 
corn], n. A dish of wheat boiled in milk 
and spiced. 

frump (frump ) [?], n. An old-fashioned, 
prim, or doway woman, 
frustrate (frus-tr&t') [L. frustrd, in vain], 
v.t. To thwart, to balk; to nullify, dis¬ 
appoint. a. (frus'-) Vain; of no effect, 
frustration, n. 

fry (1) (fri) [L. frigere ], v.t. To cook with 
fat in a pan over the fire. v.i. To be 
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cooked thus. n. A dish of anything 
fried; the offal of pigs, sheep, oxen, etc. 
fry (2) (fri) [Scand.], n. Very young fish; 

yearling salmon; a swarm of children, 
fuchsia (fu'sha) [Fuchs, German botanist 
(d. 1566)], n. A genus of plants with 
pendulous funnel-shaped flowers, 
fuddle (fudl) [Teut.], v.t. To make stupid, 
esp. with drink, v.i. To tipple, get drunk, 
fudge (fuj) [?], ini. Nonsense, humbug. 

n. A made up or nonsensical story, 
fuel (fu'61) [A.-F. fewaile ], n. Wood, coal, 
peat, etc., for fires; anything serving to 
feed or increase excitement, etc. 

-fuge, suf. (Med.) Expelling, driving out, 
as febrifuge. 

fugitive (fu'ji-tiv) [L. fugere , to flee], a. 

• Fleeing, runaway; transient, volatile, 
easily carried away; evanescent, ephem¬ 
eral. n. One who flees from danger, 
pursuit, justice, etc.; a deserter, a refugee, 
fugleman, (fugl-man) [G. flUgel, wing, 
mann , man], n. A soldier who took up 
position as a guide to the others in drill, 
fugue (fug) [F., from L. fuga , flight], n. 
A polyphouic composition on one short 
theme, which is harmonized in counter¬ 
point and reintroduced from time to time 
with variations. 

-ful, suf. Full of, abounding in, having, 
as artful, beautiful, sinful', the quantity 
required to fill, as cupful, handful, houseful. 
fulcrum (ful'krum) [L., a support], n. 
(pi. -era) The fixed point on which a 
lever rests or about which it turns, 
fulfil (ful-fil') [A.-S. fullfyllan ], v.t. To 
carry out, execute, satisfy; to perform, 
correspond to, comply with; to complete 
(a term of office, etc.), fulfilment, 
fulfilling, n. 

fulgent (ful'j&at) [L. fulgens, shining], a. 

Dazzling, exceedingly bright, 
full (1) (ful) [A.-S.], a. Containing as 
much as it can; well supplied, having 
abundance (of); satisfied with; charged 
or overflowing (with feeling, etc.); plenti¬ 
ful; perfect; wholly visible; swelling, 
plump; sonorous; pregnant; high (as 
the tide), adv. Quite, equally; com¬ 
pletely, exactly; very. n. Complete 
measure; the fullest extent, highest state 
or point, v.t. To give fullness to, to 
make full. v.i. To become full, full- 
blooded, a. Vigorous; of pure blood, 
full-blown, a. Fully expanded (as a 
flower); mature, full-swing, adv. At full 
speed. 

full (2) [L. fullo, a fuller], v.t. To cleanse 
and thicken (as cloth), fuller (ful'er), n. 
One who fulls cloth, fuller’s earth, n. 
An earth which absorbs grease, used in 
fulling cloth. 

fullness (ful'nSs) [full (1), -NESS], n. 
State or quality of being full; satiety; 
largeness, volume. V 

fulmar (ful'mar) [Scand.], nX_An Arctic 
sea-bird allied to the petrels, 
fulminate (ful'mi-nat) [L. fulmen, light¬ 
ning], v.i. To lighten or thunder; to 
explode with a loud noise; to thunder 


out denunciations, v.t. To cause to 
explode; to utter (threats, etc.), ful- 
mina'tion, n. 

fulsome (ful'shm) [FULL (1), -SOME], a. 
Disgusting by excess, coarse, satiating 
(esp. of flattery, etc.), 
fumble (fumbl) [?}fd. To grope about 
in an aimless or awkward manner, v.i. To 
handle or manage awkwardly, fumbler, n. 
fume (fum) [L. fdmus, smoke], n. A 
vaporous exhalation; a narcotic vapour 
(usu. in pi.); mental agitation, esp. 
anger; anything unsubstantial, v.i. To 
emit or pass off in smoke or vapour; to 
show irritation, to fret, chafe, fumy, a. 
fumigate (fu'mi-gat) [as prec.], v.t. To 
disinfect by smoke or vapour; to per¬ 
fume. fumiga'tion, n. fu'migator, n. 
fun (fun) [?], n. Sport, amusement, 
frolic, drollery. 

function (funk'shun) [L. functio, from 
fungi, to perform], n. The specific 
activity, operation, or power belonging 
to an agent or organ; occupation, office; 
a public or official ceremony; a social 
entertainment of some importance; (Math.) 
a quantity dependent for its value on 
another or others so that a change in one 
affects the first, v.i. To perform a 
function or duty; to operate, functional, 
a. functionary, n. One who holds an 
office or trust; an official, a. Pertaining 
to functions; official. 

fund (fund) [L. fundus, bottom], n. A 
sum of money or a stock available; 
assets, capital; (pi.) money constituting a 
national debt; this regarded as an in¬ 
vestment; pecuniary resources, v.t. To 
convert into a single fund or debt; to 
collect, store; to place in a fund, funded, 
a. Invested in public funds; forming 
part of a national debt, 
fundament (fun'di-ment) [L. fundamen- 
turn ], n. The lower part of the body, the 
buttocks. 

fundamental (ffin-dd-men'tal) [as prec.], 
a. Pertaining to or serving a3 a founda¬ 
tion or base; essential, primary, indis¬ 
pensable. n. A principle, rule, etc., 
forming the basis or ground-work, 
funeral (fu'n6r-al) [L. funus, a funeral 
procession], a. Pertaining to burial, n. 
The solemn and ceremonial burying of 
the dead; interment, obsequies, funer'- 
eal, a. Suitable for a funeral; dismal, 
sad, mournful. 

fungus (fung'gns) [L.J, n. A mushroom, 
toadstool, or other similar plant, fungous, 
a. Like or of the nature of a fungus; 
ephemeral; spongy. 

funicular (fu-nik'u-lir) [L. funiculus, a 
little rope, -AR], a. Pertaining to, con¬ 
sisting of, or depending on a rope or cable, 
funk (funk) [?], n. A state of fear or 
panic; a coward, v.i. To flinch, to 
shrink in fear or cowardice, v.t. To be 
afraid of; to shirk. 

funnql (fun'61) [M.E. fonel, prob. through 
O.F.Mrom L. fundere, to pour], n. A 
conical vessel for conducting liquids into 
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vessels with a small opening; a tube or 
shaft for ventilation, etc.; the chimney 
of a steamship, etc. 

funny (fun'i) [PUN, -Y], «• Droll, laugh¬ 
able ; causing mirth; strange, queer, 
puzzling. 

fur (fer) [O.P. forrer , to line, from Teut.j, 
n. The soft fine hair growing thick upon 
certain animals; (pi.) the skins, esp. 
dressed skins of such animals; a crust 
deposited by a liquid, esp. on the interior 
of kettles by hard water; a deposit from 
wine; morbid matter on the tongue, v.t. 
To line or trim with fur. furred, o. 
furrier (fur'i-er), n. A dealer in furs; 
one who prepares furs, furry, a. 
furbelow (fer'b6-lo) [?], n. A piece of 
puckered stuff used as trimming, a flounce, 
furbish (fgr'bish) [O.H.G. / urban ], v.t. To 
polish up ; to renovate, 
furcate (fer'kat, -kat) [L. furcdtus , as 
PORK], a. Forked, dividing like a fork, 
furious (fu'ri-us) [as FURY], a. Raging, 
violent, frantic; tempestuous; vehement, 
eager, furiously, adv. 
furl (ferl) [?], v.t. To roll up (a sail) and 
wrap about a yard, etc., 
furlong (fer'long) [A.-S. furh , FURROW, 
lung, LONG], n. The eighth of a mile, 
220 yards. 

furlough (fer'lo) [Dut. verlof , FOR-, LEAVE 
(1)], n. Leave of absence, esp. to a 
soldier, v.t. To grant this to. 
furnace (fSr'nas) [L. forndcem , nom. - nax , 
oven], n. A chamber in which fuel is 
burned for the production of intense heat, 
furnish (fgr'nish) [F. fournir ], v.t. To 
provide or supply (with); to equip, fit 
up. furnisher, n. furnishings, n.pl. 
furniture (fer'ni-chiir) [F. fourniture , as 
prec.], n. Equipment, outfit; movable 
articles with which a room is furnished, 
furore (fu-ror'a) [It.]. Great excitement 
or enthusiasm; a craze, a rage, 
furrow (fur'o) [A.-S. furh ], n. A trench 
made by a plough; a narrow groove; a 
rut; the track of a ship; a wrinkle, v.t. 
To plough, to make grooves, furrows, or 
wrinkles in. furrowy, a. 
further (ferlWr) [A.-S. furthra], a. More 
remote; more advanced; beyond that 
already existing or stated, additional. 
adv. To a greater distance, degree, or 
extent; moreover, also. v.t. To help 
forward, advance, promote. further¬ 
ance, n. Promotion, help, furtherer, 
n. furthermore, adv. Moreover, be¬ 
sides. furthermost, a. Furthest, most 
remote, furthest, a. Most remote, adv. 
At or to the greatest distance or extent, 
furtive (fer'tiv) [L. furtlvus , from furtum , 
theft], a. Stealthy, sly; designed to 
escape attention; obtained by or as by 
theft, furtively, adv. 
fury (fu'ri) [L. furere , to rage], n. Vehe¬ 
ment, uncontrollable anger, rage; im¬ 
petuosity. 

furze (fSrz) [A.-S. fyrs], n. Gorse or whin, 
a spinous evergreen shrub with bright 
yellow flowers. 


fuse (1) (fuz) [L. fusus, poured], v.t. To 
melt; to unite by or as by melting to¬ 
gether. v.i. To melt, become fluid, or 
united by melting together, fusible, a. 
fuse (2) (fuz) [L. fusus, a spindle], n. A 
cord, etc., saturated with combustible 
material, used for igniting an explosive, 
fusee (fu-ze') [as prec.], n. The cone 
round which the chain is wound in a 
clock or watch; a large-headed match 
used by smokers jn a wind, fusiform, a. 
fuselage (fu'ze-l&j) [as prec., -AGE], n. 
The light framework of the body of an 
aeroplane. 

fusel oil (fu'zfil oil) [G. fusel, inferior 
spirit], n. A poisonous alcoholic oil 
formed during the manufacture of corn, 
potato, or grape spirits, 
fusil (fu'zil) [F. fusil, a fire-steel], n. An 
obsolete firelock, lighter than a musket, 
fusilier', n. Orig. a soldier armed with 
this; now a member of certain line regi¬ 
ments. 

fusillade (fu-zi-l&d') [F. fusilier, to shoot, 
as prec.], n. A continuous discharge of 
firearms. 

fusion (fu'zhiin) [L. fusio, as FUSE (1)], n. 
Act of melting or rendering liquid by 
heat; state of being so melted or liquefied; 
union by melting together, blending, 
fuss (fus) [?], n. Excessive activity or 
trouble; bustle, commotion, too much 
ado. v.i. To make much ado about 
nothing; to worry, fussy, a. 
fustian (fus'ti-an) [O.F. fuslaigne , Arab. 
Fustat, a suburb of Cairo], n. A coarse 
twilled cotton cloth, with velvety pile; 
velveteen, corduroy; (Jig.) bombast, 
fustigate (fus'ti-gat) [L. Justus, a cudgel], 
v.t. To beat with a cudgel; to thrash, 
fusty (fus'ti) [L. fustis, a log], a. Mouldy, 
musty; ill-smelling. 

futile (fu'til) [L. futilis, leaky], a. Use¬ 
less; trifling, worthless, futility, n. 
futtock (fut'ok) [?], n. One of the timbers 
in the compound rib of a vessel, 
future (fu'chur) [L. futurus , fut. p. of esse t 
to be], o. That will be; that is to come 
or happen, n. Time to come; that 
which will be; prospective condition, 
state, etc.; the future tense; (pi.) stocks, 
etc., bought or sold for future delivery, 
futurity (fu-tur'i-ti), n. The state of 
being future; future time, esp. eternity, 
-fy [F. - fier, L. -ficare, facere, to make], suf. 
To make; to bring into a certain state 
(forming verbs), as in beautify, deify, 
petrify. 

fylfot (Allot) [?], n. A cross with arms 
continued at right angles, used heraldi¬ 
cally, as a mystic symbol, or for decorar 
tion; the swastika. 

O 

gab (gS-b) [?], n. ( vulg .) Idle talk, chatter, 
gabble (gabl) [?], v.i. To utter inarticu¬ 
late sounds; to talk rapidly and inco¬ 
herently. v.t. To utter noisily or in^ 
articulately. ». Rapid, incoherent talk. 
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gaberdine (g&b'£r-d€n) [Sp. gabardina ], n. 
A long rough cloak, esp. as worn in the 
Middle Ages by Jews, almsmen, etc. 
gable (gabl) [O.F., from Teut.], n. The 
triangular portion of the end of a building 
under the roof; a wall with upper pari; 
shaped like this, gabled, a. 
gaby (gSTd) [ ?], n. A fool, a simpleton, 
gad (1) (g&d) [Scand.], n. A pointed 
metal tool; an iron punch with a wooden 
handle; a sharp wedge for splitting stone, 
gad (2) [?], v.i. To rove or wander idly 
(about); to straggle (aa a plant), gad¬ 
about, n. One who gads about habitually, 
gadfly (gSd'fll) [GaD (11, FLY (1)], n. An 
insect which bites cattle, etc., a horse¬ 
fly ; something or someone that Irritates. 
Gael (gal ) [Gael. Guidheal], n. A Scottish 
Gelt. Gaelic, a. Pertaining to the Gaels 
or their language; n. Their language, 
gaff (gSf) [O.F. gaffe), n. A stick with 
a metal hook, used to land heavy fish; 
the spar extending the upper edge of 
fore-and-aft sails not set on stays, v.t. 
To seize or land with a gaff, 
gaffer (gif'6r) [Grandfather], n. An old 
fellow, esp. an aged rustic; a foreman. 

(g&g) [?], v.t. To stop the mouth (of 
a person) by thrusting something Into It; 
to deprive of freedom of speech; ( Theat. 
slang ) to put interpolations into. n. 
Something thrust into the mouth to pre¬ 
vent one from speaking, 
gage (gaj) [as wage], n. A pledge, a 
security to be forfeited In case of non¬ 
performance of some act; a glove or 
other symbol thrown as a challenge; a 
challenge, v.t. To deposit as pledge, 
gaiety (ga'6-tl) [O.F. gayeti ], n. State of 
being gay; mirth, festivity, 
gain (gan) [O.F., from gaigner ], n. Any¬ 
thing obtained as an advantage or in 
return for labour; Increase, growth; (pi.) 
profits, emoluments, v.t. To obtain; 
to earn, win. acquire; to progress, to 
advance, reach, attain to; to win (over). 
v.i. To advance; to gain ground, to 
encroach (upon); to get the advantage 
(on or upon), gainer, n. gainings, n.pj. 
Profits, gains. 

gainsay (gan'sa) [Scand.], v.t. To con¬ 
tradict, deny; to dispute, gainsayer, n. 
gait (gat) [Icel. gata ], n. Manner of walk¬ 
ing or going, carriage, 
gaiter (ga't6r) [F. guitre ], n. A covering 
for the leg from knee to ankle, 
gala (ga'la) [It.], n. A festivity, f6te. 
galantine (g&l'&n-ten) [F., as gelatine], n. 

A dish of white meat, freed from bone, 
spiced, jellied, and served cold, 
galaxy (gai'Ak-si) [O.F. galaxie], n. The 
Milky Way, a luminous band, consisting of 
innumerable small stars, stretching across 
the sky; (fig.) a brilliant assemblage, 
gale (1) (gal) [Scand.], n. A strong wind, 
one less violent than a tempest, 
gale (2) [as GAVEL], n. A periodic pay¬ 
ment of rent. 

gall (1) (gawl) [A.-S. gealla, cogn. with 
yellow], n. A bitter, yellowish fluid 


secreted by the liver, bile; rancour, 
malignity, bitterness of mind, 
gall (2) [L. galla], n. A morbid excres¬ 
cence on plants, esp. the oak, caused by 
an insect. 

gall (3) [A.-S. gealla ], n. A sore or blister, 
esp. one produced on a horse by chafing. 
v.t. To chafe, to injure by rubbing or 
friction; to annoy, harass, vex. galling, a. 
gallant (g&l'Ant) [O.F., pres. p. of galer, to 
make merry], a. Gay, 6howy; fine, 
stately, high-spirited, courageous, chival¬ 
rous ; (gA-lant') specially attentive to 
women, n. A man of fashion, a beau; 
(g&-l&nt'), a man attentive and polite to 
women, v.t. (gA-l&nt') To attend as a 
cavalier, to escort; to pay court to; to 
flirt with. v.i. To play the gallant. 
gal'Iantry, n. 

galleon (gal'6-6n) [Sp. galeon , as GALLEY], 
n. A large ship, used in 15th-17th cents, 
gallery (g&l'6r-i) [O.F. galerie ], n. An 
elevated floor or platform projecting from 
the wall of a church, theatre, etc.; (Theat.) 
the highest and cheapest seats; tne per¬ 
sons occupying these; a corridor, passage, 
a long and narrow room; a balcony, 
galley (gSl'i) [O.F. galie, late L. galea, a 
galley], n. A low, flat vessel, with one 
deck, with sails and oars; a large row¬ 
boat used by the captain of a man-of- 
war; a state barge; the cook-house on 
board ship; (Print.) a tray on which type 
is placed as it is Bet. 

Gallic [L. Gallicus ], a. Of or pertaining to 
ancient Gaul. Gallicism, n. A French 
expression or idiom. 

galligaskins (g&l-i-g&s'kinz) [F. gargues- 
ques. It. Grechesca , Grcekish], n.pl. Loose 
hose or breeches worn in the 16th and 
17th cents. 

gallimaufry (g&l-i-maw'fri) [F. gallimafrie ], 
n. A hodge-podge; a ridiculous medley, 
gallinaceous (g&l-i-na'shus) [L. galllna , a 
hen], a. Of or pertaining to the group of 
birds containing pheasants, partridges, 
grouse, turkeys, domestic fowls, etc. 
gallipot (g&l'i-pot) [?], n. A small glazed 
earthenware pot for ointments, etc. 
gallivant (gai-i-vSnt') [?], t>.». To gad 
about. 

gallon (gil'dn) [O.F. galon ], n. A dry 
measure of capacity, a one-eighth of a 
bushel; a measure for liquids, containing 
2771 cubic inches, 8 pints or 4 quarts, 
galloon (gi-loon') [F. galon), n. A narrow 
braid interwoven with gold or silver thread, 
gallop (g&l'op) [O.F. galoper ], v.i. To 
run in a series or springs, as a horse; to 
ride at a gallop; to go or do anything 
at a very rapid pace. v.t. To make (a 
horse) gallop, n. The motion of a horse 
at its fastest speed, with all the feet off 
the ground at one point in the motion; 
the act of riding or a ride at this pace, 
galloper, n. An aide-de-camp, 
galloway (gXl'o-wa), n. A small, hard? 
variety of horse, bred in Galloway, 
gallows (gSl'oz) [A.-S. galga], n. A frame¬ 
work on which murderers are hanged. 
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galop (gal'op) [as GALLOP], n. A lively 
dance in 2-4 time; music for this, 
galore (gA-lor') [Ir. go, to, leor, sufficient], 
n. Plenty, abundance, adv. In plenty, 
galosh (ga-losh') [F. galoche ], n. An over¬ 
shoe for use in wet weather. 

Galvanism (gal'va-niziu) [L. Galvani , Ital. 
physician (1737-98)], n. Electricity pro¬ 
duced by chemical action; the science deal¬ 
ing with this; its application for medical 
purposes, galvan'ic, a. gal'vanist, n. 
tfaPvanize, v.t. To stimulate muscular 
action or to plate with metal by galvan¬ 
ism ; to rouse into life or activity as by a 
galvanic shock, galvanized iron, n. 
Iron coated with zinc (orig. by galvanic 
deposition). . . . . 

gambit (gam'bit) [It. gambetto, a tripping 
up], n. An opening in chess, in which a 
pawn is sacrificed. . _ . 

gamble (gambl) [as game], v.i. To play, 
esp. a game of chance, for money, n. A 
gambling venture, gambler, n. 

£ambo£e (g&m-bOj') [Cambodia], n. A 
gum-resin, from Cambodia, Ceylon, etc., 
used as a yellow pigment, and in medi¬ 
cine. _ , , T . 

gambol (g&m'bol) [O.F. gambade, It. 
garnbata (gamba , leg)], v.i. To frisk or 
skip about, frolic, n. A frolic; a skip¬ 
ping or playing about. 

game (1) (gam) [A.-S. gameri ], n. Sport, 
diversion; jest, as opp. to earnest; an 
exercise for diversion, usu. with others, 
a contest played according to rules; (pi.) 
athletic contests, esp. those held at set 
dates, like the Olympian Games, etc.; 
(colloq., pi) tricks, dodges, subterfuges; 
wild animals or birds pursued in the 
chase, as hares, grouse, etc.; the flesh of 
these; an object of pursuit, a. Per¬ 
taining to game; plucky, spirited; ready, 
willing (to do, etc.), v.i. To play at 

games of chance; to gamble, gamecock, 

n. A cock bred for fighting, game- 
keeper, n. One employed to look after 
game, coverts, etc., and to prevent 
poaching, gamesome, a. Inclined to 
play; merry, gay. gamester, n. One 
addicted to gaming, a gambler, gamy, 
a. Having the flavour or odour of game, 
high; plucky, spirited, game, 
game (2) (gam) [?], a. Lame, crippled; 
crooked (of the arm or leg), 
gamin (gam'in) [E.], n. A street arab. 
gammer (gam'er) [grandmother], n. 
An old woman. ^ _ , 

gammon (1) (g5m'6n) [O.F. gambcn 

(gambe, a leg)], n. The buttock or thigh 
or a hog salted and dried; a cured ham. 
v t. To salt and dry in smoke, 
gammon (2) [? as next], n. Nonsense, 
humbug; a fraud, hoax. v.t. To hoax, 
to impose upon. v.i. To chaff, 
gammon (3) (gam'on) [? A.-S. ffamen, 
GAME], n. A defeat at backgammon in 
which the winner’s score is equivalent to 
two games. 

gammy [as game (2)], o. Spurious; 
crooked, crippled, lame. 


gamp (g&mp) [Mrs. Gamp, in Dickens’s 

‘ Martin Chuzzlewit ’], n. (facet.) A 
large and clumsy umbrella, 
gamut (g&m'ut) [med. L. gamma ut 
(gamma, third letter of Greek alphabet, 
used to mark the lowest note in the 
mediaeval music scale, ut, first word in 
mnemonic stanza containing the names 
of the hexachord Ut re mi fa sol la)], n. 
The major diatonic scale; the whole series 
of notes recognized by musicians; (fig.) 
the whole range, compass, or extent, 
gamy [Gr. gamos, marriage], suf. Mar¬ 
riage or kind of marriage, as bigamy, 
polygamy. 

gander (gan'd^r) [A.-S. gandra ], n. The 
male of the goose; a simpleton, 
gang (gang) [A.-S.], n. A number of 
persons associated, often for a bad pur¬ 
pose; a number of workmen under a fore¬ 
man, or of slaves or convicts, ganger, n. 
An overseer or foreman, 
ganglion (g&ng'gli-6n) [Gr.], w. (pi. -glia). 
An enlargement in the course of a nerve 
forming a local centre for nervous action, 
gangrene (g&ng'gren) [Gr. gangraina ], n. 
Cessation of vitality, the first stage of 
mortification, v.t. To cause this in; 
(fig.) to corrupt, v.t. To mortify, 
gangway (gang'wS) [A.-S. gangweg ], n. A 
passage, as between rows of seats; a tem¬ 
porary bridge from a ship to the shore; 
an opening in the bulwarks for this, 
gannet (gan'6t) [A.-S. ganot], n. A sea¬ 
bird, the solan goose. 

gantry (gan'tri) [??, n. A wooden stand 
for barrels; a framework for a travelling 
crane. 

gap (g&p) [as foil.], n. An opening, 
breach; a chasm; a blank, 
gape (gap) [Icel. gapa ], v.t. To yawn; to 
stare with open mouth in wonder, etc.; 
to open in a fissure, to split open. n. 
Act of gaping; (pi.) a disease in young 
fowls, characterized by much gaping; a 
fit of yawning. 

garage (gar'aj) [F.], n. A building for 
housing or repairing motor-cars, 
garb (garb) [It. garbo, elegance], n. Cos¬ 
tume; distinctive style of dress; out¬ 
ward appearance, v.t. To dress, 
garbage (gar'b&j) [?], n. Animal refuse, 
offal. „ . . , ., 

garble (garbl) [ ?], v.t. To pervert, falsify. 
garden (gardn) [A.-F. gardtn (F. jardm)], 
n. An enclosed piece of ground for fruit, 
flowers, or vegetables; a partiqularly 
fertile region, a. Fertaining to a garden; 
cultivated, not wild. v.i. To cultivate 
a garden, gardener, n. gardening, n. 
Horticulture; work in a garden, 
gardenia (gar-de'ni-a) [Dr. Garden, Am. 
botanist (d. 1791)], n. A tropical shrub 
cultivated for its large fragrant flowers, 
gargle (gargl) [F. gargouiller], v.t. To 
rinse (the mouth or throat) with medi¬ 
cated liquid, n. A liquid used for this, 
gargoyle (gar'goil) [Fr. gargouille ,weasand], 
n. A grotesque spout to throw rainwater 
I clear of the wall. 
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garish (gar'ish) [obs. gauren, to stare], a. 

Gaudy, flashy; excessively decorated, 
garland (gar'land) [O.F. garlande ], n. A 
wreath or festoon of flowers, etc. 
garlic (gar'lik) [A.-8. gdrliac], n. A bulb¬ 
ous-rooted plant with a strong odour and 
pungent taste, garlicky, a. 
garment (garment) [F. gamir , Bee GAR¬ 
NISH], ». An article of clothing, ap¬ 
parel. 

garner (gar'nSr) [as granary], n. A 
granary; a store, repository. v.t. To 
store, to gather (up). 

garnet (gar'n6t) [L. (malum) grdnatum , 
POMEGRANATE, from resemblance to its 
seeds], n. A red vitreous mineral, prized 
as a gem. 

garnish (gar'nish) [O.F. gamut-, stem of 
gamir, to defend, fortify], v.t. To adorn; 
to embellish (as a dish) with something 
laid round, n. A decoration, esp. things 
put round a dish, garniture, n. Ap¬ 
purtenances ; trimmings, ornament, 
garret (g&r'it) [O.F. garite ], n. A room 
or story immediately under the roof, 
garrison (g&r'i-son) [F. garison, defence], 
n. A body of troops stationed in a fort; 
a fortified place manned with soldiers, 
guns, eto. v.t. To furnish (a fortress) 
with soldiers; to occupy as a garrison, 
garrotte (ga-rot') [Sp. garrote, a stick], n. 
Strangulation, esp. as a means of execu¬ 
tion; robbery by means of strangling. 
v.t. To execute by this means; to render 
insensible in order to rob. garrotter, n. 
garrulous (gar'u-ius) [L. garrulus ], 0 . 

Talkative; chattering, garru'lity, n. 
garter (gar't6r) [O.F. gartier, from garet 
(F. garret), the leg], n. A band for holding 
the stocking up. v.t. To fasten with a 
garter; to put a garter upon, 
garth (garth) [Icel. garthr, A.-S. geard, 
YARD], n. A garden, croft, or yard, 
gas (gas) [invented from Gr. chaos, CHAOS], 
n. An air-like substance of perfect fluid 
elasticity; such a fluid used for lighting 
and heating, esp. that obtained from coal; 
( Coal-mining ) an explosive mixture of fire¬ 
damp and air; a gas-jet; empty talk, 
brag. v.i. To indulge in empty talk; to 
boast, v.t. To subject to the action of 
gas; to attack or kill by poison-gas. 
gas-burner, n. The tube or jet at which 
the gas issues and is lighted, gaseous 
(ga'se-us), a. In the form of gas; like 
gas. gas-fitter, n. A workman who lays 
the ,pipes and puts up fixtures for gas. 
gasify, v.t. To convert Into gas. gas-jet, 
n. A gas-burner; a jet of flame from it. 
gas-meter, n. A machine for measuring 
and recording the quantity of gas con¬ 
sumed. 

Gascon (g&s'kdn) [F.], n. A native of 
Gascony, France; a boaster, gasconade', 
n. Boasting, bravado, 
gaselier (g&s-6-ler') [GAS, (CHAND)elikr], n. 

An ornamental pendant for gas-burnere. 
gash (gash) [O.F. garter ], v.t. To make a 
long gaping cut in. n. A deep, open cut, 
especially in flesh; a cleft. 


gasket (g&s'k6t) [?], n. A cord by 
which furled sails are bound to the 
yards. 

gasometer (g4-som'6-t6r) [GAS, -meter], 
n. A reservoir tea the storage of gas at 
gas-works. 

gasp (gasp) [Scand.], *.<. To breathe in a 
convulsive manner. v.t. To emit or 
utter with gasps, n. A short painful 
catching of the breath, 
gastric (gas'trik) [as foil.], 0 . Pertaining 
to the stomach. gastri'tis,n. Inflamma¬ 
tion of the stomach. 

gastro- [Gr. gaster , the stomach], comb, 
form. Pertaining to the stomach, 
gastronomy (gas-tron'6-mi) [Gr. gastro- 
nomia (as gastro- and ASTRONOMY)], n. 
The art or science of good eating, epi¬ 
curism. gastronomic, 0 . 
gate (g5t) [A.-S. geat ], n. A movable 
frame of open wood or iron bars, etc., 
swinging or sliding, to close a passage or 
opening; an opening in a wall or fence 
as entrance to an enclosure; an opening, 
an opportunity; a strait, a mountain 
pass, etc.; a sluice in a lock or dock; the 
number of people attending a sporting 
event, the money taken at the gates, v.t. 
(Oxf. and Camb. Univ.) To confine to 
college, gateway, n. An opening or 
passage that may be closed by a gate, 
gather (grUA'Sr) [A.-S. geedrian, from geador, 
together], v.t. To bring together, collect, 
accumulate, acquire; to cull, pluck; to 
get in, as harvest; to deduce, infer; to 
draw together, pucker, draw into folds or 
plaits; to sum (up), v.i. To come to¬ 
gether, assemble, unite; to grow by addi¬ 
tion; to concentrate, to generate pus or 
matter, n. A plait or fold of cloth, 
drawn together, gathering, n. Act of 
collecting or assembling; an assembly, a 
party; a boil. 

Gatling-gun [inventor (d. 1903)], n. A 
machine-gun with many barrels loading 
automatically. 

gaucherie (go'shAre) [F.], n. A social 
mistake; awkward manners, 
gaud (gawd) [L. gaudere, to rejoice], n. A 
showy trinket, finery; (pi.) pomps and 
shows, gaudery, n. Finery, showy 
ornament, show, gaudy, 0 . Tastelessly 
ornate, flashy, gaudiness, n. 
gauge (gaj), (Naut.) gage [O.F. gauger], 
v.t. To ascertain the dimensions, content, 
etc.; to test the capacity of (casks, etc.) 
for excise; to estimate (abilities, character, 
etc.), n. A standard of measurement; 
a measuring rod; a graduated instrument 
showing the quantity of rainfall, force of 
steam-pressure in a boiler, etc.; the depth 
to which a vessel sinks in the water; 
(Railway) the width between the rails, 
gaugeable, 0 . gauger, n. One who 
gauges; an excise-officer. 

Gaul (gawl) [L. Gall us], n. A native oi 
ancient Gaul. Gaulish, 0 . 
gaunt (gawnt) [?], a. Thin, haggard, 
gauntlet (1) (gawnt'16t) [O.F. gantelet, a 
small glove], n. A long metal-covered 
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glove, worn with armour; a long stout 
glove covering tk© wrists, 
gauntlet (2) [Swed. gatlopp {gata, GATE, 
lopp, a course)], n. A punishment, in 
which the culprit runs between two rows 
of men armed with knotted cords or the 
like, with which they strike him. 
gauze (gawz) [P. gate], n. A light, trans¬ 
parent stuff; perforated or other material 
resembling this, gauzy, a. gauzlness.n. 
gavel (1) (givl) [A.-S. gafol, tribute], n. 
Partition of land among a whole tribe at 
the holder’s death, gavelkind (g&vl kind), 
n. A custom whereby the lands of one 
dying intestate descend to all the sons 
in equal shares; holding land by this 
tenure. . iif , 

gavel (2) [?], n. A mason’s getting-maul, 
a chairman’s mallet. 

gavotte (g&-vot') [F.], n. A dance re¬ 
sembling the minuet; music for this, 
gawk (gawk) [?], n. A simpleton, booby, 
gawky, a. Awkward, clownish, 
gay (ga) [O.P. gat], a. Full of mirth; 
light-hearted, merry; given to pleasure; 
showy, finely dressed, gaily, adv. 
gaze (gaz) [?], v.i. To fix the eye intently 
on. n. A fixed look; a look of curiosity, 
gazelle (g4-zel') [Arab, ghazal ], n. A swift 
and very graceful antelope, 
gazette (ga-zet') [It. gazzetta ], n. A newa- 
paper; an official journal (one of these 
published in London, Edinburgh, and 
Dublin respectively) containing lists of 
appointments, bankrupts, legal noticea, 
etc. v.t. To publish in a gazette; to 
announce the bankruptcy of (usu. in p.p .). 
gazetteer', n. A geographical dictionary, 
gear (ger) [M.E. gere], n. Apparatus, tools, 
mechanical appliances, harness, tackle, 
equipment, dress; (Mech.) combinations 
of cog-wheels, links, levers, etc.; the state 
of being connected up or in working order; 
(Sc.) property, wealth, v.t. To harness; 
to put into gear; to furnish with gearing, 
gearing, n. Gear, working part3. 
gee (i§), gee-up, int. Go on, move faster 
(to a horse), gee-gee, n. ( childish and 
colloq.) A horse. 

gelatine (jel'4-t€n) [L. gelata , jelly], n. A 
transparent substance, forming a jelly in 
water, obtained from connective ammal 
tissue, gelat'inous, a. Of the nature or 
consisting of gelatine, jelly-like, 
geld (geld) [Scand.], v.t. To castrate (esp. 
a horse), to emasculate, gelding, n. Act 
of castrating; a castrated animal, esp. a 
castrated horse. 

gelid (jel'id) [L. gelu, frost], a. Extremely 
cold; icy. ^ „ . 

gem (jem) [L. gemma , a bud, jewel], n. A 
precious stone, esp. when cut and polished * 
an object of great rarity or beauty; l 
treasure. v.t. To adorn with or as with 
gems, gem my , a. Pull of or set with 
gems; bright, glittering, 
gemel (jem'41) [L. gemellus , dim. of germnus, 
twin], n. A kind of finger-ring formed of 
two (or more) rings, also called a gerael- 
ring. 


■gen [Gr., from root of gignesthai, to be 

Dorn], suf. Producing; produced; growth; 
as in hydrogen, nitrogen. 
gendarme (zhan-darm) [F.l, n. A police¬ 
man in France and some other Continental 
countries. , 

gender (jen'dto) [O.F. genre, as GENUS], *. 
{Oram.) One of the classes into which 
words are divided according to the sex 
of the things they represent, 
genealogy (j5-n4-&l'6-ji) [Gr. genea , race, 
-LOGY], ». The history of the descent of 
families; a record of such a descent; 
pedigree, lineage, genealog'ical, a. Per¬ 
taining to genealogy, genealogist, n. 
general (jen'4r-4l) [O.P., from L. generdhs, 
from GENUS], o. Relating to a whole 
genus or class; not special; common, 
usual, universal; indefinite, vague; not 
specialized or restricted, n. An officer 
ranking next below a field-m arehal; the 
commander of an army; ( R.-C. Ch.) the 
chief of a religious order; a general servant, 
a maid-of-all-work. generally, adv. In 
general; in most cases; commonly, usually; 
without specifying. 

generalissimo ('jen-fcr-&-lis i-m5) [It., 

superl.], n. The chief commander of a 
combined military and naval force or one 
furnished by several powers, 
generality (jen-6r-41'i-ti) [as GENERAL], n. 
The state of being general, as opposed to 
specific; a general principle; a vague 
statement; the majority, 
generalize (jen'4r-4-Hz) [GENERAL, -IZE], 
v.t. To deal with as a class, not an indi¬ 
vidual; to apply generally, to make of 
universal application; to deduce or infer 
(as a general principle) from many par¬ 
ticulars. v.t. To form general ideas; to 
reason inductively; to employ generalities, 
generaliza'tion, n. 

generalship (jen'6r-Al-ship) [GENERAL, 
-Ship], n. Office or rank of a general; 
skill in the conduct of war, strategy, 
generate (jen'6r-at)[L. generdtus, begotten], 
v.t. To produce or bring into existence; 
to originate, beget, procreate, genera'- 
tion, n. Act of generating; propagation; 
bringing into existence; a single step in 
natural descent; a period between one 
succession and another; those of the 
same period; offspring, a race, gen'era- 
tive, a. gen'erator, n. One who or that 
which begets oi generates; an apparatus 
for the production of gas. 
generic, -al (j4-ner'ik, -41) [as GENUS], a. 
Pertaining to a genus, opp. to specific; 
comprehensive. 

generous (jen'4r-fis) [L. generOsus, as prec.], 
a. Liberal, open-handed; abundant, 
generos'ity, n. 

genesis (jen'4-sis) [Gr., from gen-, root of 
gignesthai , to be born], ». {pi. -ses) The 
act of giving origin to; creation, mode of 
production or formation. Genesis, n. 
The first book of the Old Testament, 
genetic (j4-net'ik) [as prec.], a. Relating 
to the origin, or creation of a thing, 
geneva (j6-ne'va) [Dut. genever , L. junk 
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perus , juniper], n. A spirit distilled from 
grain flavoured with juniper-berries, 
genial (jg'ni-al) [L. genidlis , as GENIUS], a. 
Kindly, cordial, sympathetic; conducive 
to life and growth, geniality, n. 
genista (j6-nis'ta) [L.], n. A genus of 
leguminous shrubs, with yellow flowers, 
genital (jen'i-tal) [L. genitalis , as GENIUS], 
a. PertainiDg to procreation, 
genitive (jen'i-tiv) [L. genetivus , of genera¬ 
tion], a. and n. {Gram.) Indicating origin, 
possession, or the like (applied to a case 
corresponding to the Eng. possessive), 
genius (je'nyus) [L., from gen -, root of 
gignere , to beget], n. {pi. genii) A tute¬ 
lary deity or spirit; one who exercises a 
powerful influence over another for good 
or ill; (pi. geniuses) natural bent or 
inclination of the mind; the dominant 
spirit or sentiment (of); a large endowment 
of intellectual, imaginative, or inventive 
faculty, etc.; a person so endowed, 
-genous [L., as GENIUS], suf. Born; bear¬ 
ing, producing; as indigenous. 
genre (zhanr) [F., as gender], n. Sort, 
class; manner; a painting of some scene 
in every-day life; this style of painting, 
genteel (jen-tel') [0 .F. gentil], a. ( now 
vulg. or iron.) Suitable or pertaining to the 
upper class; well-bred, refined, 
gentian (jen'sMn) [L. gentiana ], n. A 
genus of bitter herbs, used in medicine as 
a tonic. 

gentile (jen'tll) [L. gentilis, from gens gentis , 
a clan], a. Not a Jew; heathen, n. 
One who is not a Jew; a heathen, a pagan, 
gentility (jen-fcil'i-ti) [as prec.], n. Man¬ 
ners and habits distinctive of good society, 
gentle (jentl) [O.F. gentil , as gentile], a. 
Mild, tender, not rough, violent, or stern; 
not severe, not steep; of honourable birth, 
belonging to the gentry, n. The larva 
of the flesh-fly. gentlefolk, n. People 
of good position or gentle birth, gentie- 
ness, n. gently, adv. 
gentleman (jentl'mAn), n. A man belong¬ 
ing to the gentry, not the nobility, one 
entitled to bear arms; a man of good 
breeding, kindly feelings, and high princi¬ 
ples, a man of honour or good social posi¬ 
tion. gentlemanlike, a. gentlemanly, 
a. gentlemanliness, n. 
gentlewoman (jcntl'wu-man), n. A 
woman of gentle birth or breeding; a 
lady; a woman who waits upon a lady of 
high rank. 

gentry (jen'tri) [as gentile], n. The class 
below the nobility and above the common 
people. 

genuflect (jen'u-flekt) [L. genu , knee, 
Jlectere , to bend], v.i. To bend the knee, 
esp. in worship, genuflexion (-flek'- 
shiin), n. 

genuine (jen'u-in) [L. genulnus , as GENTUS], 
ou Belonging to the true stock; real, not 
counterfeit or adulterated; true to type, 
genuinely, adv. genuineness, n. 
genus (je'niis) [L., as prec.], n. (pi. 
genera) A group or class, esp. of animals 
or plants, differentiated from all others by 


common characteristics; kind, order, 
family. 

geo- [Gr., from ge , earth], comb. form. Per¬ 
taining to the earth, geocentric (je-o- 
sen'trik), a. As viewed from or having 
relation to the earth as centre; referring 
to the centre of the earth. 

geodesy (jg-od'6-si) [GEO-, Gr. - daisia , 
division], n. Science or art of measuring 
large portions of the earth’s surface, 
geode'sic, geodet'ic, a. 

geography (je-og'ra-fi) [GEO-, GRAPHY], n. 
The science of the surface of the earth, its 
physical features, natural productions, 
inhabitants, political divisions, commerce, 
etc.; a book dealing with this, geo¬ 
grapher, n. geographic, -al, a. 

geology (je-ol'6-ji) [geo-, -logy], n. The 
science of the earth’s crust, its composition, 
structure, and history of its development; 
a treatise on this, geological, a. ge- 
ol'ogist, n. 

geomancy (je-d-mSn'si) [geo-, mangy], n. 
Divination by means of lines, etc., on the 
earth or on paper. 

geometry (je-om'6-tri) [GEO-, -metry], n. 
The science of magnitudes, whether linear, 
superficial, or solid, with their properties 
and relations in space, geomet'ric, -al, 
a. geometrician, n. 

George (jdrj), n. A jewel bearing the 
figure of St. George, the patron saint of 
England, worn by the knights of the 
Garter. 

georglc (jdr'jik) [Gr. geOrgos , a husband¬ 
man], n. A poem on husbandry or rural 
affairs. 

geranium (jd-ra'ni-fim) [Gr. geranos, a 
crane], ». A genua of hardy herbaceous 
plants. 

gerfalcon (J6r'faw-k6n) [M.H.G. gXrvalke 
(cp. G. geier , vulture)], n. A large and 
powerful falcon. 

germ (jSrm) [L. germen -4nis] t n. The 
portion of living matter from which an 
organism develops; an embryo; a 
partially-developed organism; (Path.) a 
micro-organism, esp. as disease-carrier, a 
microbe; origin, source, elementary prin¬ 
ciple. germicide, a. Destroying germs, 
esp. disease-germs, n. A substance for 
this purpose. germinal, a. Of the 
nature of a germ; gerininative; in the 
earliest stage. 

german (1) (jgr'mdn) [L. germ&nus , having 
the same parents], a. Sprung from the 
same parents, relevant, pertinent. 

German (2) [L. Qermanus ], a. Pertaining 
to Germany. «. A native of or the 
language of Germany. German'ic, a. 

germinate (jer'mi-nat) [L. germinatus] % 
v.i. To sprout, bud; to develop, v.t. 
To cause to sprout or bud; to put forth; 
germina'tion, n. germinative, a. 

-gerous [L. gercre , to bear], suf. Bearing, 
having. 

gerrymander (ger-, jer-i-man'der) [El- 
bridge Gerry , Governor of Massachusetts, 
snlamanaer , which the map of one district 
was supposed to resemble], v.t. To 
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tamper with (an electoral district or con¬ 
stituency) so as to secure unfair advan¬ 
tages ; to garble so as to arrive at unfair 
conclusions. 

gerund (jer'And) [L. gerundium , from 
gerere , to do], n. (Lat. Oram.) A part of 
the verb used as a noun instead of the 
infinitive in cases other than the nomina¬ 
tive; (Eiig. Gram.) a verbal noun ending 
in -ing, when used as a part of the verb, 
gerundial (j6-run'di-iU), a. gerun'dive, 
a. Pertaining to a gerund, n. ( Lat. 
Gram.) A verbal adjective formed on the 
gerundial stem giving the sense of must 
or should (be done). 

gestation (jes-ta'shfin) [L. gestdlio , from 
gestare , to carry], n. The act of carrying 
or process of being carried in the uterus 
from the time of conception; the period 
of this. 

gesticulate (jes-tik'Q-iat) [L. gesticularl , 
from gestus , gesture], v.i. To make ex¬ 
pressive gestures or motions, v.t. To 
express or represent by gestures, gesti¬ 
culation, n. 

gesture (jes'chur) [late L. gestttra, from 
gestus , see prec.], n. A motion expressive 
of emotion or illustrating or enforcing 
something said. 

get (get) [Scaud.], v.t. (past and p.p. got) 
To procure, obtain, gain possession of, 
acquire; to earn; to receive as one’s 
portion or penalty; to beget; to persuade 
(to); to betake (oneself), v.i. To arrive 
at any place, condition, or posture; to 
depart; to be a gainer, to profit, get-at- 
able, a. gettable, a. getting, n. (pi.) 
Gains, profits. 

gewgaw (gu'gaw) [?], n. A showy trifle, 
geyser (ga'z6r) [Icel. geysir , gusher], n. A 
hot spring throwing up a column of water 
at intervals; an apparatus for rapidly 
heating bath-water. 

ghastly (gast'li) [A.-S. gcestan , to terrify], 
a. Haggard, deathlike; frightful, shock¬ 
ing. ghastliness, n. 
gherkin (g6r'kin) [Dut. agurkken ], n. A 
small variety of cucumber, used for 
pickling. 

ghetto (get'5) [It.], n. The quarter of a 
town inhabited by Jews, 
ghost (gost) [A.-8. gdst , as ghastly], n. 
The visible spirit of a deceased person, an 
apparition; the soul of a dead person in 
the other world; soul, spirit, vital prin¬ 
ciple. ghostly, a. Pertaining to the soul, 
spiritual; pertaining to religious matters; 
pertaining to ghosts; dismal, gloomy, 
ghoul (gool) [Arab, ghat], n. An evil spirit 
supposed, In Eastern tales, to devour the 
dead. 

giant (jl'Ant) [O.F. geant , Gr. gigas-antos], 
n. A mythical being of human form but 
superhuman size; any person, animal, 
plant, etc., of abnormal size; a person of 
extraordinary powers, ability, etc. a. 
Gigantic, giantess, n. 
giaour (jour) [Pers. gdwr\ n. A Turkish 
name for disbelievers in Mohammed, 
gibber (jib'6r) [imit.], v.i. To jabber, to 


talk rapidly and inarticulately, n. Talk 
of this kind, gibberish (gib'6r-ish), n. 
Inarticulate sounds; unmeaning language, 
gibbet (jib'6t) [O.F. gibet , dim. of gibe , a 
staff], n. A gallows; death by hanging. 
v.t. To execute by hanging, 
gibbon (gib'on) [F.], n. A long-armed 
anthropoid ape. 

gibbous (gib'us) [L. gibbus , a hump], a. 
Humped, crook-backed; protuberant, con¬ 
vex, esp. of the moon when the illuminated 
portion exceeds a semicircle but falls short 
of a circle, gibbosity, n. 
gibe (jib) [?], v.i. To sneer or taunt; to 
rail, flout, scoff (at), v.t. To use sneer¬ 
ing or taunting expressions towards; to 
mock, sneer at. n. A sneer, scoff, taunt, 
giblets (jib'16ts) [O.F. gibelet ], n.pl. The 
heart, liver, gizzard, etc., of a fowl, 
giddy (gid'i) [A.-S. gydig], a. Having a 
swimming or dizziness in the head; reeling, 
tending to stagger; changeable, fickle; 
elated, rash, giddily, adv. giddiness, n. 
gift (gift) [A.-S., from GIVE], n. Act, right, 
or power of giving; that which is given; 
a natural quality, talent, or endowment. 
v.t. To bestow or confer; to endow with 
gifts, gifted, a. Largely endowed with 
intellect, talented. 

gig [Scand.], n. A light two-wheeled 
vehicle drawn by one horse; a lightly 
built row-boat. 

gigantic (ji-g&n'tik) [as giant], a. Huge, 
enormous, giant-like, gigante'an, gi- 
gantesque (-tesk'), a. 
giggle (gigl) [imit.], v.i. To laugh in a 
silly manner, to titter; to laugh nervously. 
n. A laugh of such a kind. 

Gilbertian (gil-ber'ti-an) [Sir W. S. Gilbert 
(d. 1911), comic opera writer], a. Ab¬ 
surdly topsy-turvy. 

gild (gild) [A.-S. begyldan\ v.t. (p.p. 
gilded, part. a. gilt) To coat or wash 
thinly with gold; to impart a golden 
appearance to; to give a specious or agree¬ 
able appearance to, to gloss over, gilder, 
n. One whose occupation is to coat 
articles with gold, gilding, n. 
gill (1) (gil) [?], n. (usu. in pi.) The 
organs of respiration of fishes and some 
amphibia; respiratory processes pro¬ 
jecting from some aquatic insects; the 
flesh about the jaws and chin, 
gill (2) (jil) [short for Gillian , L. Juliana] t 
n. A lass; a sweetheart, 
gill (3) (jil) [O.F. gille ,] n. One-fourth of 
a pint. 

gillie (gil'i) [Gael. gille\ n. A Highland 
manservant, esp. one who attends a sports¬ 
man. 

gillyflower (jil'i-flou-6r) [O.F. girofle, Gr. 
karuon, nut, phullon , leaf], n. The clove- 
' pink; the white stock; the wallflower, 
gilt (gilt) [GILD], a. Gilded; adorned with 
or as with gold. n. Gold laid over the 
surface of a thing, gilding, 
gimbal (jim'b&l) [as GEMEL], n. (usu. in 
pi.) A form of universal joint for suspend¬ 
ing anything so that it may retain a 
horizontal or other required position. 
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gimcrack (jim'kr&k) [?], n. A pretty but 
useless article, a gewgaw, a. Showy but 
flimsy and worthless. 

gimlet (gim'16t) [O.F. guimbelet ], n. A 
small screwed boring-tool for wood, 
gimp (gimp) [?], n. Silk or other twist 
interlaced with wire or coarse cord; a 
fishing-line whipped with thin wire, 
gin (1) (jin) [short for Geneva], n. An 
ardent spirit flavoured with juniper, 
gin (2) [contr. of O.P. engin, engine], n. 
A trap, a snare; a machine for separating 
cotton-fibre from the seeds, 
gin (3) (jin) [Austral.], n. An Australian 
aboriginal woman. 

ginger (jin'j6r) [A.-S. gingifere , Gr. singi- 
beris ], n. A plant, with a pungent, spicy 
root-stock; the root-stock used in cookery, 
as a sweetmeat, or in medicine; {slang) 
mettle, dash, go. v.t. To fla vour or treat 
with ginger; (Jig.) to spirit (up), gingery, 
a. Spiced with ginger; (slang) red-haired, 
carroty. 

gingerly (jin'j6r-li) [?], adv. Fastidiously, 
cautiously, moving without noise or risk 
to oneself or anything, 
gingham (ging'am) [Malay ginggang , 
striped], n. A fabric woven of dyed yarn, 
usu. in stripes or checks; a common 
umbrella. 

gipsy (jip'si) [O.P. Egyptian, L. JUgyptius , 
an Egyptian], n. One of a nomad race 
(calling themselves Romany), prob. of 
Hindu extraction, dark in complexion and 
hair, and speaking a corrupt Sanskrit 
dialect, who live largely by horse-dealing, 
fortune-telling, etc.; one resembling a 
gipsy; a mischievous or erratic person, 
giraffe (ji-raf') [Arab, sardfah ], n. An 
African ruminant with an extremely long 
neck; the camelopard, 
gird (1) (gerd) [A.-S. gyrdan ], v.t. (past 
and p.p. girded, girt) To bind round 
with a flexible band, esp. to secure the 
clothes; to fasten (a sword on or to) with 
a girdle; to invest or equip (with); to 
surround or encircle with or as with a 
girdle, to encompass, to besiege, 
gird (2) [?], v.i. To sneer, mock (at), n. 
A sarcasm, a sneer. 

girder feer'd6r) [gird (1), -hr], n. A 
principal beam supporting joints, walls, 
roof, roadway, or other weight, 
girdle (1) (gerdl) [A.-S. gyrdel ], n. A belt, 
cord, etc.., for securing a loose garment or 
encircling the waist; anything that en¬ 
circles as a belt or zone; bones by which 
limbs are united to the trunk. v.t. To 
surround with or as with a girdle, to en¬ 
viron. 

girdle (2) [var. of GRIDDLE], n. A round 
flat plate of iron for baking cakes, 
girl (gerl) [M.E. gerle , a young person], n. 
A female child, a young unmarried woman; 
a maidservant, girlhood, n. girlish, a. 
girt (gert) [p.p. of GIRD (1)], o. Girded, 
bound. 

girth (gerth) [Icel. gjOrth, a girdle], n. The 
band by which a saddle or burden is kept 
secure on a horse’s back; a circular 


bandage, anything that girds; measure 
round anything, waist-measure, 
gist (jist) [O.P. (P. git), it lies], n. The 
essence or main point of a question, 
give (giv) [A.-S. giefan ], v.t. (past gave, 
p.p. given) To transfer possession of or 
right to without compensation; to bestow, 
confer, present; to grant, concede, put 
in one’s power; to hand over, commit, 
consign, put in one’s keeping; to transfer 
in exchange, to pay, sell; to render as due; 
to surrender, to yield up; to yield as pro¬ 
duct ; to impart, v.i . To part with freely; 
to yield as to pressure, to collapse; to 
recede; to make way or room; to open 
(upon), n. The state of yielding or 
giving way; elasticity, 
gizzard (giz'ird) [M.E. & O.F. giser , L. 
gigeria , cooked entrails of poultry], n. 
The second stomach in birds, 
glacial (glas'i-Al) [F., from L. glaci&lis 
from glades , ice], o. Pertaining to ice; 
like ice, icy; (Oeol.) due to or characterized 
by glaciers or floating ice. 
glacier (gl&s'i-er) [F., as prec.j, n. A 
stream-like mass of ice slowly descending 
from high altitudes. 

glacis (gl&'sis) [F., as prec.], n. A sloping 
declivity in front of a rampart, 
glad (glid) [A.-S. glced], a. Pleased, grati¬ 
fied; indicating satisfaction; affording 
pleasure, joy, etc.; bright, gay. gladden, 
v.t. To make glad; to cheer, gladly, a. 
and adv. gladness, n. gladsome, a. 
glade (glad) [Scand.], n. An open space in 
a forest. 

gladiator (glid'i-ft-tAr) [L., from gladius, 
a sword], n. A man employed to fight 
in the Roman amphitheatre; (fig.) a 
controversialist. Gladiator ial, a. 
gladiolus (gia-di'6-JVis) fas prec.], n. (pi. 
-11) A genus of plants with a fleshy 
bulb, sword-shaped leaves, and bright 
flowers. 

Gladstone (gl&d'st6n) [W. E. Gladstone 
(d. 1898), Eng. statesman), n. A light 
narrow portmanteau. 

glaive (glav) [O.F., from L. gladius, a 
sword], n. A broadsword, a falchion, 
glamour (gl&m'6r) [corr. of grammar], n. 
The influence of some charm causing things 
to seem different from what they are* 
magic, enchantment. 

glance (glans) [?], v.i. To give a quick 
look (at); to glide off or from (as a blow); 
(Jig.) to allude, to hint (at); to dart a 
gleam of light or brightness, v.t. To shoot 
or dart swiftly or suddenly; to direct (a 
look) rapidly or cursorily, n. A quick or 
transient look, a hurried glimpse (at), 
gland (gUind) [L. glans -ndis, acorn], n. 
An organ secreting certain constituents of 
the blood; a cellular organ in plants, 
glandular, a. Characterized by glands 
glanders (gl&n'd6rz) [O.F. glandre, as 
prec.], n.pl. A dangerous and contagious 
disease in horses, glandered, a. 
glare (gi&r) [?], v.i. To shine with a 
dazzling light; to look with piercing eyes, 
to stare, n, A fierce overpowering light, 
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disagreeable brightness; an intense, 
fierce look or stare, glaring, a. 
glass (glas) [A.-S. gloss], n. A hard, brittle, 
transparent substance; a mirror, looking- 
glass ; a drinking-vessel of glass; the 
quantity which this will hold; a lens; an 
optical instrument, an eye-glass, telescope; 
an hour-glass; a barometer; a window; 
(pi.) a pair of spectacles, v.t. To case 
tn or cover with or as with glass, to glaze; 
to make (the eye) glassy, glass-blower, 
n. One who fashions glass vessels by 
blowing, glass-furnace, n. A furnace 
in which the materials of glass are fused, 
glass-house, n. A house or building 
where glass is made; a conservatory, 
glass-snake, n. An American limbless 
lizard, glass-ware, n. Articles made of 
glass, glassy, a. Like glass, vitreous; 
smooth, mirror-like (of water); dull, 
lacking fire (of the eye), 
glaucous (glaw'kfis) [Gr. glaukos , sea- 
green], a. Sea-green, pale greyish-blue, 
glaze (gia*) [as GLASS], v.t. To furnish 
with glass, or with windows; to overlay 
(pottery) with a vitreous substance; to 
cover (a surface) with a thin glossy coat¬ 
ing. v.i. To become glassy (as the eyes), 
n. A smooth, lustrous coating on earthen¬ 
ware, pictures, paper, confectionery, etc. 
glazer, ». A workman who glazes 
earthenware; a wheel for grinding or 
polishing cutlery or for smoothing calico, 
glazier (gla'zi-er), ». One who sets glass 
in windows, etc. glazing, n. 
gleam (glem) [A.-S. glasvi], n. A flash, 
beam, ray, esp. when transient, v.i. To 
send out quick and transient rays, 
glean (glen) [O.F. glener ], v.t. To gather 
(ears of corn which have been passed over 
on the cornfield); (fig.) to collect bit by 
bit, pick up here and there, v.i. To 
gather the ears of corn left on the ground, 
gleaner, n. gleaning, n. 
glebe (gl§b) [L. glSba, the soil], n. Land 
furnishing part of the revenue of a benefice, 
glee (gl8) [A.-8. glio], n. Joy, mirth, glad¬ 
ness; a composition for several voices in 
harmony, usually without instrumental 
accompaniment, gleeful, a. Merry, gay, 
Joyous, gleeman, n. A minstrel, 
glen (glen) [Gael, gleann ], n. A narrow 
valley, a dale. 

glengarry (glen-gSr'i) [in Inverness], n. 

A woollen Scotch cap. 
glib (glib) [?], a. Smooth, slippery; 
voluble, fluent, not very weighty or sincere. 


glibly, adv. glibness, n. 
glide (gild) [A.-8. glldan ], v.i. To move 
smoothly and gently; to slip along rapidly, 
smoothly, and easily, n. Act of gliding, 
glider, n. One who or that which glides; 
an aeroplane which glides through the air 
without an engine. 

glimmer (glim'&r) [?], v.i. To emit a 
feeble light, n. A faint, uncertain, or 
unsteady light; an uncertain sign (as of 
intelligence, etc.), glimmering, n. 
glimpse (glimps) [M.E. glimsen ], n. 
momentary look, an imperfect view (of) 


a faint and transient appearance, v.t. To 
see for an instant. 

glint (glint) [?], v.i. To gleam, glitter, 
sparkle, n. A gleam, a flash, a sparkle, 
glisten (glisn) [A.-S. glisian, to shine], v.i. 
To gleam, to sparkle, usu. by reflection, 
glitter (glit'fer) [Icel. glitra , Teut. glit, to 
shine], v.i. To sparkle; to shine with a 
succession of brilliant gleams or flashes; 
to be brilliant or showy, n. A bright 
sparkling light; brilliancy; speciousness, 
gloaming (gl&'ming) [A.-S. gldmung ], n. 
Evening twilight. 

gloat (glfit) [Teut.], v.i. To look or dwell 
(on or over) with feelings of malignity, 
lust, or avarice. 

globe (gl6b) [L. globatus], n. A ball, a 
sphere; the earth; a sphere on which are 
represented the heavenly bodies, or a map 
of the world; an orb as emblem of sover¬ 
eignty; a spherical aquarium, lampshade, 
etc. v.t. To form into a globe, globy, a. 
globule (glob'ul) [L. globulus , a little globe], 
». A particle of matter in the form of a 
small globe; a blood-corpuscle, globular, 
a. Shaped like a small globe, 
gloom (gloom) [M.E. gloumen , to lour], v.i. 
To appear dimly; to look dismal or 
frowning; to lour, to be cloudy or dark. n. 
Obscurity, partial darkness; depression, 
melancholy; circumstances that occa¬ 
sion this, gloomy, a. gloominess, n. 
glorify (glfir'i-fl) [L. glOria , glory, facere , 
to make], v.t. To magnify, make glorious, 
pay honour to in worship, to praise; to 
beautify, gloriflca'tion, n. 
glory (glor'i) [O.F. glorie , L. glOria ], ». 
High honour, distinction; f ame; an 
occasion of praise, subject for pride or 
boasting; magnificence, grandeur; brilli¬ 
ance, splendour; a state of exaltation; 
adoration in worship; the felicity of 
heaven; a halo. v.t. To boast, feel 
pride, exult, glorious (glSr'i-ils), a. 
gloss (1) (glos) [L. and Gr. glossa, the 
tongue], n. An explanatory note in a 
book; a comment, interpretation; a 
glossary, translation, or commentary, v.t. 
To explain, annotate; to comment upon, 
gloss (2) [prob. Scand.], n. Lustre from 
a polished surface; sheen; (fig.) a de¬ 
ceptive outward appearance, v.t. To 
make glossy or lustrous; to render plausi¬ 
ble. glossy, a. glossiness, n. 
glossal (glos'&l) [Gr. glossa , tongue], a. 

Of or pertaining to the tongue, lingual, 
glossary (glos'4-ri) [L. glOssarium , as 
GLOSS (1)], n. A list or vocabulary of 
explanations of obsolete or strange words 
or forms, glossarial (gl6-sar'i-&l), a. 
glottis (glot'is) [Gr. glottis, var. of glossa, 
GLOSS (1)], n. (Anat.) The mouth of the 
windpipe contributing, by its dilation and 
contraction, to the modulation of the 
voice, glottal, o. 

glove (gluv) [A.-S. glOf], n. A covering for 
the hand, usu. with a separate division for 
each finger; a padded glove for boxing. 
v.t. To cover with a glove, glover,». 
One who makes or sells gloves. 
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glow (glo) [A.-S. gldwan ], v.i. To radiate 
light and heat, esp. without flame; to 
show a warm colour; to feel great bodily 
heat; to be warm, flushed, or ardent, n. 
Incandescence, red or white heat; warmth 
of colour; ardour; heat produced by 
exercise, glow-worm, n. A beetle, the 
female of which is phosphorescent, 
glower (glou'er) [?], v.i. To scowl, stare 
fiercely or angrily, n. A savage stare, 
gloze (gldz) [F. gloser , as GLOSS (1)], v.t. 
To palliate, extenuate, v.i. To com¬ 
ment. n. Flattery, wheedling; specious 
show, over: To palliate speciously or 
explain away. 

glucose (gloo'kos) [Gr. glukus , sweet], n. 
A fermentable sugar obtained from dried 
grapes, stxrch, etc. 

glue (gloo) [O.F. glu, as GLUTEN], n. An 
impure gelatine made from hides, horns, 
and hoofs, boiled to a jelly, and used hot 
as a cement; an adhesive substance, v.t. 
To join or fasten with glue; to attach 
firmly, gluey, a. gluing, pres.p. 
glum (glum) [var. of GLOOM], a. Sullen, 
moody, dissatisfied. 

glut (glfit) [O.F. gloutir , L. gliUlre , to 
swallow], v.t. To fill to excess, to gorge, 
Bate; to over-supply (as a market), n. 
A surfeit; an over-supply of a market, 
gluten (gloo'tSn) [L. gluten], n. A yel¬ 
lowish-grey, elastic albuminous substance 
in wheat-flour, etc. glutin, n. Vegetable 
gelatine, glutinize, v.t. To reader 
viscous or gluey, glutinous, a. Gluey, 
tenacious; covered with a sticky exuda¬ 
tion. glutinos'ity, n. 
glutton (glutn) [as GLUT], n. One who eats 
to excess; one who indulges to excess, as 
in reading, working, etc.; a carnivorous 
animal of the weasel tribe, the wolverine, 
gluttonous, a. gluttony, n. 
glycerine (glis'^r-in) [F. glyctrine , Gr. 
glukus, sweet], n. A sweet, colourless, 
viscid liquid obtained from fats and 
oils. 

gnarl (narl) [Teut.], v.t. To twist or con¬ 
tort {usu. in p.p .). n. A protuberance, 
twisted growth, or knot, in a tree, 
gnash (n&sh) [Icel. gnastan ], v.t. To strike 
or grind (the teeth) together; to champ. 
v.i. To grind the teeth as in rage, 
gnat (n&t) [A.-S. gneet], n. A small two¬ 
winged fly, the female of which bites, 
gnathic (nSth'ik) [Gr. gnathos , jaw], a. Of 
or pertaining to the jaw. 
gnaw (naw) [A.-S. gnagan ], v.t. {p.p. 
gnawed, gnawn) To bite or eat away by 
degrees; to bite persistently, or in agony, 
rage, or despair; to corrode, v.i. To 
use the teeth in biting thus; to cause 
corrosion or wearing away, 
gneiss (nis) [O.H.G. gneistan , to sparkle], 
n. A rock consisting of feldspar, quartz, 
and mica. 

gnome (1) (n6m) [F., perh. from Gr. gg, 
earth, - nomos , dweller], n. A misshapen 
sprite formerly supposed to inhabit the 
interior of the earth, and to guard mines, 
quarries, etc. 


gnome (2) [Gr. gndmg , from gignbskein , to 
know], n. A maxim, a saw. gnomic, a. 
gnomon (nS'mon) [Gr., as prec.], n. The 
rod or plate showing the time by its I 
shadow on a sundial; a vertical pillar 
used for determining the altitude of the 
sun; the figure remaining when a parallelo¬ 
gram has been removed from the corner 
of a larger one of the same form, 
gnostic (nos'tik) [Gr. gndstos , known, as 
gnome (2)], a. Relating to knowledge, 
intellectual; having esoteric knowledge; 
of the Gnostics, n. An adherent of 
Gnosticism. Gnosticism, n. An early 
system of religious philosophy that com¬ 
bined ideas from Greek and Oriental 
philosophy with Christianity, 
gnu (nu) [Hottentot], n. An oxlike ante¬ 
lope. 

go (gfi) [A.-S. gdn], v.i. {past went, 
p.p. gone, gawn, gon, 2nd sing, goest, t 
3rd sing, goes, goz, *goeth) To move 
(from one place, condition, or station to 
another); to depart, pass away; to be 
moving, acting, operating, working; to 
travel; to proceed; to come out, succeed, 
turn out (well or ill); to take a certain 
course (for or against); to be habitually 
(as hungry, naked); to be used, said, etc., 
habitually, to be circulated or current; 
to extend, point in a certain direction; to 
tend; to have a certain tenor; to fit, to 
suit (with); to be harmonious (with a 
tune, etc.); to be abandoned, abolished, 
or lost; to give way, break down; {usu. 
in p.p.) to die; to become (as wild, 
mad); ( aux .) to be about (to do), to 
intend, purpose, go-ahead, a. Char¬ 
acterized by energy and enterprise, go- 
as-you-please, a. Unceremonious, un¬ 
troubled by rules, go-between, n. An 
intermediary between two parties, go¬ 
by, n. The act of passing without notice; 
intentional failure to notice; evasion, 
go-off, n. The start, n. {pi. goes) 
Spirit, animation; push, enterprise; a 
scrape, an awkward turn of affairs; a 
bout (of doing something); one’s turn in 
a game; fashion, the mode; a drink 
especially of spirits. 

goad (god) [A. 8. gad], n. A pointed in¬ 
strument to urge oxen to move faster; 
anything that spurs or incites, v.t. To 
urge on with a goad; to stimulate, incite, 
goal (gol) [?], n. A winning-post; {Foot¬ 
ball) the posts between which the ball is 
to be driven; the act of kicking the ball 
here; the end of one’s ambition; purpose, 
goat (g5t) [A.-S. gat], n. A hairy, horned, * 
and bearded domesticated ruminant, 
goatherd, n. One who tends goats, 
goatee, n. A small beard on the point 
of the chin, goatish, a. Resembling a 
goat; of a rank smell, 
gobbet (gob'6t) [O.F. gobet ], n. A mouth¬ 
ful, a lump, a piece, esp. of meat, 
gobble (gobl) [O.F. gsibe, mouthful], v.t. 

To swallow down hastily and noisily, v.i. 

To swallow food in this manner; to make 
a noise in the throat as 6 turkey-cock. 
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n. A noise like this, gobbler, n. A 

glutton; a turkey-cock, 
goblet (gob'16t) [O.F. gob clef), ft. A drink¬ 
ing-vessel with a stem and no handle, 
goblin (gob'lin) [F. gobeline], n. A mis¬ 
chievous spirit, a gnome, 
god (god) [A.-S.], n. ( Monotheism , 

God) The Supreme Being, the self- 
existent and eternal Creator and JEtuler 
of the universe; a deity, a divinity; an 
image worshipped as an embodiment or 
symbol of supernatural power, an idol; 
a person or thing greatly idolized; (pi.) 
the occupants of the upper gallery in a 
theatre, godchild, goddaughter, god¬ 
son, ft. One for whom a person stands 
sponsor at baptism, godfather, -mother, 
-parent, n. One who is sponsor for a 
child at baptism. v.t. To act as sponsor 
to; to give one’s name to, be responsible 
for. godsend, n. An unlooked-for ac¬ 
quisition. goddess, ft. A female deity; 
a woman of pre-eminent beauty, goodness, 
or charm. Godhead, n. Divine nature 
or essence; a deity, godless, a. godlike, 
a. godly, a. God-fearing, pious, devout, 
godliness, ft. 

goer (go'6r) [OO, -ER], n. One who or that 
which goes (as a fast goer , a fast horse), 
goggle (gogl) [?], v.i. To strain the eyes; 
to squint, stare; to project (of the eyes). 
v.t. To roll (the eyes) about or turn (the 
eyes) sideways, o. Prominent, staring; 
rolling from side to side. n. A strained 
or staring rolling of the eyes; a leer; 
(pi.) spectacles, goggle-eyed, a. 
going (gd'ing) [GO -ING], n. The act 
of moving; departure; condition of 
ground, roads, racecourse, etc. a. Work- 
ing, in actual operation, goings-on, 
n.pl. Behaviour, conduct, 
goitre (goi'ter) [F. goitre , from L. guttur , 
throat], n. A morbid enlargement of the 
thyroid gland, causing an unsightly de¬ 
formity of the neck, goitrous, a. 
gold (gSld) [A.-S.], n. A precious metal 
of a bright yellow colour, used for coins, 
jewellery, etc.; money, wealth, riches; 
anything very precious or pure; gilding; 
the colour of gold. a. Made or consist¬ 
ing of gold; coloured like gold, gold¬ 
beater, ft. One who beats out gold for 
gilding, gold-field, ft. A district where 
gold is found, goldfinch, n. A yellow- 
marked singing bird, goldfish, ft. A 
golden-red carp, gold-foil, w. A thick 
kind of gold-leaf, gold-mine, n. A 
place where gold is mined, gold-plate, 
ft. Vessels, dishes, etc., of gold, gold¬ 
smith, ft. A worker in gold; a dealer in 
gold-plate. 

golden (g$rd6n) [prec., -EN], a. Made or 
consisting of gold; of the colour or lustre 
of gold; excellent, precious, most valuable, 
golden number: The number denoting 
the year’s place in a Metonio lunar cycle 
of 19 years, used In calculating Easter, 
golf (golf) [?], n. A game played with 
club-headed sticks and small hard balls, 
over commons or links, consisting in driv¬ 


ing the balls into small holes in as fow 
strokes as possible, v.i. To play golf, 
golfer, ft. 

gombeen (gom-bSn') [Ir. gaimbiri), n. 
Usury, gombeen-man, -woman, «, 
A money-lender. 

-gon [Gr. - gOnos , angled], suf. Angled, as 
in hexagon , octagon , pentagon. 
gondola (gon'd6-lA) [It.], ft. A long, 
narrow Venetian boat with peaked ends, 
propelled by one oar. gondolier, n. A 
man that rows a gondola, 
gone (gawn, gon), [p.p. of GO], a. 
Ruined, undone; lost, beyond hope; 
past, bygone. 

gong (gong) [Malay], ft. A tambourine- 
shaped metal instrument emitting a 
sonorous note when struck with a padded 
stick. 

good (gud) [A.-S. gOd], o. (comp, better, 
superl. best) Having such qualities as 
are useful and satisfactory; fit, proper, 
expedient; conducive to the end desired, 
profitable, serviceable; adequate; bene¬ 
ficial; genuine, sound; perfect, complete, 
thorough; safe, sure; possessed of moral 
excellence, virtuous; kind, friendly, 
amiable; pleasant, acceptable, palatable, 
ft. That which contributes to happiness, 
advantage, etc.; that which is right, use¬ 
ful, etc.; welfare; prosperity; goodness, 
virtuous and charitable deeds; (pi.) mov¬ 
able property, effects; wares, merchan¬ 
dise. for good: Entirely, final 1 :/, 
good day, good morning, etc., ft. 
and int. Forms of salutation at meet¬ 
ing or parting, good-fellowship : Soci¬ 
ability; pleasant company; conviviality, 
good-for-nothing, a. Of no value, 
worthless, ft. An Idle fellow, a vaga¬ 
bond. goodwill, a. Kindly feeling or 
disposition, benevolence; ready consent; 
the established custom of a business sold 
with the business itself, 
good-bye (gud-bf') fcorr. of God be with 
you /], int. and ft. f’arewell. 
goodly (gudli) [good, -Lr], a. Hand¬ 
some, comely; kind; large, considerable, 
goodliness, ft. 

goodness (gud'nfes) [GOOD, -NESS], ». 
The quality or state of being good; moral 
excellence, virtue; kindness, good nature; 
the virtue or essence of anything, 
goody (gud'i) [GOOD, -Y], ft. A rustic 
term for an old woman; (pi.) sweetmeats, 
googly (goo'gli) [?], n. (Cricket) A ball 
bowled so as to break a different way 
from the way it swerves, 
goose (goos) [A.S. g6s\ ft. (pi. geese, 
ges) A web-footed bird larger than the 
duck, esp. the domesticated variety; the 
female of thin, diet, from gander; (fig.) 
a simpleton; (pi. gooses) a tailor’s 
smoothing iron, goose-flesh, n. A pe¬ 
culiar roughness of the human skin pro¬ 
duced by cold, fear, etc. gooseherd, n , 
One who tends geese. 

gooseberry (guz'ber-i) [goose, berry], n. 
The fruit of a thorny shrub; a chaperon 

to a pair of lovers. 
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gore (1) (gflr) [A.-S. gor , dirt], n. Blood 
from a wound, gory, a. goriness, n. 
gore (2) [A.-S. gara , aa foil.], n. A tri¬ 
angular piece sewed into a dress, a sail, 
etc., to widen it out. 

gore (3) [A.-S. gdr , a spear], v.t. To pierce, 
esp. with a horn or horn-like point, 
gorge (gdrj) [O.F.], n. The throat; the 
gullet; a henry meal, a surfeit; a narrow 
pass between cliffs, hills, bastions, etc. 
v.t. To devour greedily, v.i. To feed 
greedily. 

gorgeous (ghr'jds) [O.F. gorgias), a. 
Splendid, richly decorated, magnificent, 
gorget (gdr'j6t) [O.F. gorgete ], n. A piece 
of armour for the throat or nook, 
gorgonzola (gdr-gdn-zd'lA) [village near 
Milan], ». A cheese something like 
Stilton. 

gorilla (go-ril'A) [Or.], n. A powerful and 
ferocious African anthropoid ape. 
gormandize (gfir'man-diz) [as GOUR¬ 
MAND], n. Appreciation of table deli¬ 
cacies. v.t. To eat food greedily or in 
excess, gormandizer, n. 
gorse (gbrs) [A.-S. gorst ], n. A prickly 
shrub with yellow flowers, furze, gorsy, a. 
goshawk (gos'hawk) [A.-S. gos-hafuc (as 
GOOSE, HAWK)], n. A large hawk, 
gosling (goz'ling) [A.S. gds , GOOSE, -LING], 
n. A young goose; a silly person, 
gospel (gos'p61) [A.-S. godspell, good tid¬ 
ings], n. The revelation of the grace of 
God through Jesus Christ; the doctrine 
preached by Christ and the Apostles; the 
four canonical books ascribed respec¬ 
tively to Matthew, Mark, Luke, and 
John; a selection from these read in the 
Church service; anything accepted as 
infallibly true; the creed of a party, etc. 
gossamer (gos'a-mdr) [M.E. gossorner ], n. 
Oobweb-iike threads floating In the air 
in calm weather, produced by small 
spiders; anything flimsy or unsubstantial, 
gossip (gos'ip) [A.-S. godsibb, related in 
God, a sponsor], n. Formerly a sponsor; 
an acquaintance; a news-spreader, tat¬ 
tler: idle talk, tittle-tattle; rumour. *.<. 
To tattle, to ohat; to talk or write in an 
informal easy-going way. gossiper, n. 
gossipy, a. 

Goth (goth) [late L. Gothl, Gr. Gothoi ], n. 
One of an ancient tribe of Teutons which 
swept down upon southern Europe in the 
8rd-5th oents.; a barbarian, a rude, 
ignorant person. Gothic, a. Pertain¬ 
ing to the Goths or their language; in 
the style of architecture characterized by 
pointed arches, clustered columns, etc.; 
(fig.) rude, barbarous, 
gouge (gouj, gooj) [F.], n. A concave 
chisel used to out holes or grooves, v.t. 
To scoop (out) with a gouge, 
gourd (goord) [F. gourde ], n. A large 
fleshy fruit of climbing or trailing plants, 
the outer coat of which serves for water 
vessels; a bottle, cup, etc., made of its 
hard rind. 

gourmand (goor'mand) [F.], n. One who 
loves delicate fare, a gourmet; *a glutton. 


gourmet (goor-mi) [F., orig. a wine- 
taster], n. A connoisseur in wines and 
meats; an epicure. 

gout (gout) [O.F. goute , L. gutta, a drop], 
n. A disease affecting the joints, pain 
and irritability being the leading symp¬ 
toms ; *a drop, a clot, gouty, a. 
govern (gfiv'6rn) [O.F. governor, L. guber- 
n&re , to steer], v.t. To direct and control; 
to administer the affairs of a State; to 
regulate, sway, influence; to conduct 
(oneself) In a specific way; to restrain; 
(Gram.) to require a particular case in the 
word following it, to have a noun or case 
dependent upon it (of a verb or preposi¬ 
tion). v.i. To exercise authority; to 
administer the law; to have the con¬ 
trol (over), governable, a. govern¬ 
ance, n. 

governess (gfiv , 6r-n6s) [fem. of GOVERNOR], 
n. A woman who instructs young 
children, esp. in a family, 
government (gfiv'6rn-m6nt) [O.F. goveme- 
ment , as GOVERN], n. Control, regula¬ 
tion, exercise of authority, esp. in public 
affairs; the form or system of such 
administration; the body of persons in 
charge of the government of a State, an 
administration, ministry; self-control; 
the power of controlling; the form of policy 
in a State; the right of governing; the 
executive power; territory under a 
governor; (Gram.) the influence of a 
word in determining the case or mood of 
another, governmental, a. 
governor (gfiv'ir-nor) [O.F. govemeur ], n. 
One who governs, esp. one executing the 
laws and administering the affairs of a 
State, province, etc.; the Crown repre¬ 
sentative in a colony, eto.; the commander 
in a fortress: (slang) one’s father, one’s 
employer, governorship,». 
gowan (gou'an) [Sc.], n. The daisy, 
gown (goun) [O.F. gaunt , late L. gunna , a 
fur garment], n. A woman’s loose outer 
garment, a dress, a frock; a long, loose 
robe worn by clergymen, judges, lawyers, 
University men, etc. gownsman, n. A 
member of a University; a lawyer, 
grab (grfcb) [?], v.t. To seize, snatch, 
take violently or lawlessly, n. A sudden 
snatch, grasping, or seizing (at); an 
implement for clutching, a grip; rapacious 
acquisition, grabber, n. 
grace (gr&s) [L. grdtia , from grdtus , pleas¬ 
ing], n. That quality which makes form, 
expression, etc., elegant, harmonious, 
refined; a natural endowment or acquired 
accomplishment; a courteous demeanour; 
(Mus.) a note or passage as an embellish¬ 
ment; mercy; a boon; the free, un¬ 
merited favour of God; a divine, regen¬ 
erating, and invigorating influence; the 
state of being reconciled to God; a short 
prayer before or after a meal; extension 
of time legally allowed after a payment 
falls due; ( Univ.) a licence to take a 
degree, a dispensation from statutes, etc. 
graceful, a. Full of grace, elegance, or 
beauty, gracefulness, n. graceless, 
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e. Lacking in propriety, mannerless; 
abandoned. 

gracile (gr&s'il) [L. gracilis], a. Slender, 
gracious (gra'shus) [L. grdtidsus , as 
GRACE}, a. Exhibiting grace, favour, or 
kindness; courteous, affable; proceeding 
from divine grace; merciful, graciously, 
adv. graciousness, n. 
gradation (gra-da'shfin) [L. gradus , a 
step], n. Orderly arrangement or pro¬ 
gression step by step; a stage or degree 
in rank, merit, etc. gra'datory, a. 
grade (grad) [as prec.], n. A degree or 
step in rank, quality, value, order, etc.; 
a class of people of similar rank, etc.; 
adient, degree of slope. v.t. To arrange 
grades; to adjust the rate of slope in, 
a road. 

gradient (gr&'di-4nt) [L. gradient, walking], 
n. Rate of ascent or descent in a railway 
or road. 

gradual (gr&d'd-il) [late L. gradu&lis , as 
GRADATION], a. Proceeding by degrees; 
regular and slow. 

graduate (gr&d'u-ftt) pate L. gradu&tus ], 
v.t. To mark with degrees; to divide 
into or arrange by gradations; to appor¬ 
tion (a tax, etc.) according to a scale; 
to modify by degrees; to confer a degree 
upon. v.i. To alter by degrees; to take 
a degree in a University, n. (grid'u-ht) 
One who has received a degree in a 
University, graduation, n. 

Graecism (gr§'sizm) [L. Qraecus, Greek], n. 
A Greek idiom, style, or mode of expres¬ 
sion; cultivation of the Greek spirit, 
graft (graft) [O.P. graft], n. A small 
shoot inserted into a tree of different stock 
which supplies the sap to nourish it; 
living tissue transplanted to another 
animal, v.t. To insert as a graft, 
grail (gral) [O.P. graal, great], n. A dish 
or cup said to have been used by Christ 
at the Last Supper, and employed by 
Joseph of Arimathea to collect His blood 
while on the Cross. 

grain (gran) [L. grdnum , rel. to CORN], n. 
A single seed, particularly of those kinds 
used for food; corn in general; {pi.) 
refuse of malt after brewing or of any 
grain after distillation; a small, hard 
particle; the unit of weight in the English 
system (7000 in 1) lb. av., 6780 in 1 
lb. troy; texture, esp. the arrangement 
of the fibres of wood; the lines of fibre 
in wood or, in stone, of cleavage planes; 
a red dye made from cochineal; any fast 
dye; temper, natural tendency, v.t. To 
form into grains, to granulate; to bring 
out, or give the appearance of, the natural 
grain. v.i. To become granulated, 
graining, n. The act of producing a 
grain; a process in tanning; painting in 
imitation of the grain of wood. 

-gram [Gr. gramma, a letter, from 
graphein, to write], suf. Forming com¬ 
pounds with prepositional prefixes, numer¬ 
als, etc., as in epigram, monogram, tele¬ 
gram. 

gramineous (gr A min'6-us) [L. grdmen , 


grass], a. Pertaining to grass, or tke» 
tribe of grasses, graminiv'orous, «. 
Subsisting on vegetable food, 
grammar (gram-^r) [O.F. gramaire, Gr. 
gramma, see -GRAM], n. The principles 
or science of the correct use of language; 
dealing with phonology, etymology, acci¬ 
dence, and syntax; a system of principle* 
and rules for speaking and writing a 
language; a book containing these; the 
elements of an art or science, gram¬ 
marian (gra-m&r'i-an), n. One versed in 
grammar; one who teaches grammar, 
grammatical, a. Pertaining to gram¬ 
mar; according to the rules of grammar, 
gramme (gr&m) [Gr. gramma, a small 
weight], ». The standard unit of weight 
in the metric system, equalling 15*432 
grains troy. 

gramophone (grSm'6-fCn) [Gr. gramma , a 
letter, phoni, sound], n< An instrument 
for recording and reproducing sounds, 
grampus (gr&m'pfis) [A.-F. gram pais, L. 
crassum piscern, fat fish], n. A large 
voracious cetacean. 

granary (gr&n'&r-i) [L. gr&n&rium , as 
grain], n. A storehouse for grain, 
grand (gr&nd) [L. grandis, great], a. 
Great or imposing in size, character, or 
appearance; magnificent, fine, dignified* 
noble; morally impressive, inspiring; 
fashionable, or aristocratic (society); 
excellent; pre-eminent in rank, etc., 
chief; {Law) principal, as opp. to petty, 
common, etc. grandchild, n. The child 
of a son or daughter, granddaughter, 
n. The daughter of a son or daughter, 
grandfather, n. The father of a parent, 
grandfather clock : A clock worked 
by weights, in a tall wooden case, grand¬ 
mother, n. The mother of a parent, 
grandmotherly, a. grandparent, n. 
A grandfather or grandmother, grand- 
sire, n. A grandfather; a male ancestor. 

f randson, n. The son of one’s son or 
aughter. grandly, adv. grandness, n. 
grandee (gr&n-de') [as prec.], n. A 
Spanish or Portuguese nobleman of the 
highest rank; a powerful or important 
person. 

grandeur (gr&n'djur) [F., aa prec.], n. 
Greatness, nobility, sublimity, majesty; 
splendour. 

grandiloquent (gr&n-diT6-kw6nt) [GRAND, 
L. -loquus, speaking], a. Using lofty or 
pompous language; bombastic, grandilo¬ 
quence, n. 

grandiose (gran'di-Ss) [It. grandioso, as 
grand], a. Producing or intended to pro¬ 
duce the effect of grandeur, affecting im¬ 
pressiveness, pompous, 
grange (granj) [L. granea, as GRAIN], n. 

A farmhouse with the outbuildings, etc. 
grangerize (gran'j6r-iz) [James Granger 
{d. 1776)], v.t. To extra-illustrate (a book, 
etc.) with portraits, etc. grangerism, n. 
granite (gr&n'it) [It. granito, speckled], n. 
A granular, igneous rock consisting of 
feldspar, quartz, and mica, confusedly 
crystallized, granitic, a. 
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granny (grSn'i), n. A grandmother, 
grant (grant) [O.F. graunter ], v.t. To 
bestow, give, esp. in a* \wer to request; 
{Law) to transfer the tit, * to, to confer or 
bestow (a privilege, charter, etc.); to 
admit as true, to concede, n. The act 
of granting; the thing granted; an 
assignment; a sum bestowed or allowed; 
a concession or admission of something as 
true; {Law) a conveyance in writing; the 
thing conveyed, grantee', n. {Law) 
The person to whom a grant or conveyance 
is made, granter, n. One who grants, 
grantor, n. {Law) One who makes a 
conveyance. 

granule (gran'ul, [late L. grdnulum ], n. A 
little grain; a small particle, gran'ular, 
o. Composed of or resembling granules, 
gran'ulate, v.t. To form into granules; 
to make rough on the surface, v.i. To 
collect or be formed into grains, granu¬ 
lation, n. 

grape (grap) [O.F.], n. The fruit of the 
vine; {Mil.) grape-shot; {pi.) a mangy 
tumour on the legs of horses, grape¬ 
fruit, n. An orange-like fruit, grape- 
shot, n. Shot arranged between plates, 
so as to scatter when fired, 
graph (gr&f) [Graphic], n. A diagram 
representing mathematical or chemical 
relationship. 

-graph [Gr. graphein, to write], suf. 
-written, - writing, - writer, as in autograph, 
lithograph, telegraph. 

graphic, -al (graf'ik, -41) [as prec.], o. 
Pertaining to the art of writing, delineat¬ 
ing, engraving, etc.; forcibly descriptive; 
having the faculty of vivid description; 
indicating by means of diagrams instead 
of statistics, etc. graphically, adv. 
graphite (graf'it) [as prec.], n. Blacklead. 
grapnel (grap'n^l) [O.F. grapin , from 
grape , a hook], n. A grappling-iron; an 
anchor. 

grapple (grSpl) [M.F. grvppil, a ship’s 

grapnel], n. A close hold or grip in 

wrestling, etc.; a close struggle; a 
grapnel, v.t. To lay fast hold of, to 

seize, clutch; to com© to close quarters 
with. v.i. To contend or struggle (with 
or together) in close fight or at close 

quarters, grappling-iron, n. An iron 
instrument with claws or hooks for seizing 
and holding fast. 

grasp (grasp) [M.B. grapsen ], v.t. To 
seize and hold fast; to lay hold of and 
keep with eagerness or greed; to com¬ 
prehend. v.i. To clutch (at), n. A 
fast grip, clutch, or hold; ability to seize 
and hold; intellectual comprehension, 
yrass (gras) [A.-S. goers, grots], n. The 
green-bladed herbage on which cattle, 
sheep, etc., feed; pasture, grazing, v.t. 
To cover with grass or turf, grass¬ 
hopper, n. An insect with hind-legs 
formed for leaping. 

f rate (1) (grat) [L. erdtes, hurdle], n. A 
frame of parallel or cross bars, a grating; 
a frame of iron bars for holding fuel for 
a fire. 


grate (2) [O.F. grater, from Teut.], v.t. To 
rub against a rough surface so as to reduce 
to particles; to rub against something, so 
as to cause a harsh sound; to grind down; 
to irritate, vex, offend (one’s nerves). 
v.i. To rub (upon) so as to emit a harsh, 
discordant noise; to have an irritating 
effect (upon), grater, n. grating (1), 
a. Harsh, discordant, irritating, 
grateful (grat'ful) [L. grains, pleasing, 
-FUL], a. Pleasing, agreeable, acceptable; 
marked by or indicative of gratitude, 
gratefully, adv. gratefulness, n. 
gratify (gr&t'i-fl) [L. grains, pleasing, -FT], 
v.t. To please, to delight; to satisfy the 
desire of; to give free rein to; to reward, 
gratifying, a. gratification, n. 
grating (2) (grating) [grate (1), -ING], n. 

A lattice of metal bars or wooden slats, 
gratis (gratis) [L.], adv. and a. For 
nothing; without charge, free, 
gratitude (grat'i-tud) [F., from L. grdtus, 
pleasing], n. Grateful feeling, thankfulness, 
gratuitous (grA-tu'i-tus) [L. grdtuUus, 
freely given], a. Granted without claim 
or charge; voluntary; without cause; 
uncalled for, unnecessary, 
gratuity (grA-tu'i-ti) [O.F. gratuiti , as 
prec.], n. A gift, a tip; a bounty paid to 
soldiers on retirement, discharge, etc. 
gratulatory (grat'u-la-t6r-i) [L. gratul&rl, 
to CONGRATULATE], a. Congratulatory, ex¬ 
pressing joy. 

gravamen (grA-va'm6n) [L., from gravdre, 
to load], n. {pi. -mina) The substantial 
cause of an action; the burden of a 
complaint. 

grave (1) (grAv) [?], v.t. To clean by 
scraping, etc., and cover with pitch and 
tallow (as a ship’s bottom), graving- 
dock, n. A dry dock, 
grave (2) [A.-8. grafan ], v.t. To shape by 
cutting into a surface, to engrave; to 
carve, sculpture, n. A hole in the earth 
for burying a dead body in; a tomb; 
mortality, death, gravestone, n. A 
stone, usu. inscribed, set over or at a 
grave, graveyard, n. A burial ground, 
grave (3) [L. gravis , heavy], a. Im¬ 
portant, momentous; solemn, dignified; 
sombre, plain, gravely, adv. 
gravel (grivl) [O.F. gravels, dim. of grave, 
strand, gravel, cp. GRAVE (1)], n. Small 
pebbles intermixed with sand, etc. 
gravid (gr&v'id) [L. gravidus, from gravis , 
grave (3)], a. Pregnant; containing a 
foetus. 

gravitate (grSv'i-tat) [as grave (3)], v.i 
To be acted on by gravity; to be attracted; 
to tend downwards, to sink, gravita'- 
tion, n. 

gravity (gr&v'i-ti) [as prec.], n. Heavi¬ 
ness; importance, enormity; solemnity, 
sedateness, grave demeanour; the force 
causing bodies to tend towards the centre 
of the earth. 

gravy (gra'vi) [?], n. The fat and juice 
from meat during and after cooking, 
grayling (grilling) [grey, -LING], n. A 
freshwater fish of the salmon family. 
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graze (1) (graz) [A.-S. grasian , from grass, 
GRASS], v.i. To eat growing grass; to 
feed, browse, v.t. To feed (cattle, etc.) 
on growing grass; to supply with pastur¬ 
age; to pasture; to eat. grazer, n. An 
animal that grazes, grazier (gra'zi-6r), 
n. One who rears and fattens cattle for 
market, grazing, n. The act of feeding 
on grass; a pasture. 

graze (2) [?], v.t. To touch or brush 
slightiy in passing; to scrape in rubbing 
past. v.i. To touch some person or 
thing lightly in passing, n. A slight 
touch in passing; a slight abrasion. 

grease (gres) [O.P. graisse , L. crassus , 
adj., fat], n. Animal fat in a soft 6tate; 
oily or fatty matter, v.t. (gres, grez) 
To smear or lubricate with grease; to 
cause to go smoothly, hence to bribe, 
greasy (gre'zi, -si), a. greasily, adv. 
greasiness, n. 

great (grat) [A.-S. grlat ], a. Large in 
bulk, amount, extent, etc.; big, vast; 
important, momentous; pre-eminent, the 
chief; of exceptional ability, possessing 
genius; grand, majestic; gravid; griev¬ 
ous, burdensome; notorious; denoting 
a step in relationship (as great-grand¬ 
father, the father of a grandfather; 
great-grandson, the son of a grandson). 
n. {collect.) Important, highly-placed 
people, great-coat, n. An overcoat, 
great toe : The big toe. greatly, adv. 
In a great degree, much, exceedingly; nobly, 
greatness, n. 

greave (grev) [O.F. greve, shin], n. ( usu. 
pi.) Armour for the legs. A thicket. 

grebe (greb) [F. grtbe], n. A diving-bird. 

Grecian (gre r shin) [L. Graecia , Greece], a. 
Pertaining to Greece, n. A Greek; one 
well versed in Greek. 

greed (gr€d) [from GREEDY], n. Avarice, 
insatiable desire or covetousness, greedy 
[A.-S. grcedig], a. greedily, adv. greedi¬ 
ness, n. 

Greek (gr§k) [Gr. Graikos , ancient name 
for the Hellenes], n. A native of Greece; 
one of the Greek race; the language of 
Greece. 

green (grSn) [A.-S. grenc (cp. Dut. groen, 
G. griin) cogn. with grtiican, to GROW], a. 
Having a colour like growing herbage; 
unripe, immature; easily imposed on; 
fresh, not withered, not dried, seasoned, 
cured, or tanned; (of a wound) not 
healed. ». The colour of growing herb¬ 
age; a colour composed of blue and 
yellow; a grassy plot; {pi.) youn^ leaves 
and stems of cabbages, etc., used for 
food; {fig.) vigour, youth, prime, green¬ 
back, n. A United States bank-note, 
greenfinch, n. A common British singing 
bird, green-fly, n. An aphis or plant- 
louse. greengage, n. A green, fine- 
flavoured variety of plum, greengrocer, 
n. A retailer of vegetables, greenhorn, 
n. A simpleton, a raw person, green¬ 
house, n. A glass-house for cultivating 
and preserving tender plants, green¬ 
room. n. A room in which actors and 


actresses wait during intervals, green¬ 
sward, n. Turf covered with grass, 
greenwood, n. A wood in summer, a. 
Pertaining to a greenwood, greenery, 
n. greenish, a. greenness, n. 
greet (gret) [A.-S. gretan ], v.t. To salute 
at meeting; to accost; to receive at 
meeting or on arrival (with speech, 
gesture, etc.), v.i. To exchange greet¬ 
ings. greeting, n. 

gregarious (gre-g&r'i-hs) [L. grex gregis , 
herd], a. Living in flocks or herds; tend¬ 
ing to associate, gregariously, adv. 
grenade (gr£-nad') [Sp. granada , pome¬ 
granate], n. A small explosive shell 
thrown by hand. 

grenadier (gren-A-der')[prec., -IER], n. One 
of a British regiment of Guards; formerly 
a foot-soldier armed with grenades, 
grey (gra) [A.-S. gr&g], a. Ash-coloured; 
between white and black; dull, clouded, 
dismal, depressing; aged, pertaining to 
old age. n. A grey colour; twilight, 
cold, sunless light; a grey horse, grey¬ 
beard, n. An old man; a large earthen 
jar for spirit. Grey Friar : A Franciscan 
friar, grey-haired, -headed, a. grey¬ 
hound, n. A swift, slender, and keen- 
sighted dog used for coursing, greyish, 
a. greyly, adv. greyness, n. 
grid (grid) [as GRIDIRON], n. A grating 
of parallel bars; a gridiron, 
griddle (gridl) [A.-F. gridil, O.F. greil], n. 

A circular iron plate for baking cakes, 
gridiron (grid'irn) [M.E. gredire, as 
GRIDDLE], «. A grated iron utensil for 
broiling on; a framework of parallel beams 
for supporting a ship in dry dock, 
grief (gref) [as GRIEVE], n. Deep sorrow 
or mental distress due to loss, disappoint¬ 
ment, etc.; regret, sadness, 
grievance (gre'vans) [O.F. grevance , as 
foil.], n. That which causes grief; a 
w’rong, a ground for complaint, 
grieve (grev) [O.F. grever , L. gravare, to 
burden, as grave » v 3>.], v.t. To cause pain 
or sorrow to; to lament, sorrow over. v.i. 
To feel grief, to sorrow, grievous* a. 
Causing grief; hard to be borne, distressing, 
griffin -on (grif'in, -6n) [Gr. grupos , hook- 
beaked], n. A fabulous creature, with 
the body and legs of a lion, the head 
and wings of an eagle; {fig.) a watchful 
guardian, a duenna; (-on) a vulture; 
a dog like a terrier, with short, coarse 
hair. 

grig (grig) [?], A. young eel; a cricket 
or grasshopper; a merry person, 
grill (gril) [F. griller ], v.t. To broil on a 
gridiron; to torture as by fire. n. Meat, 
etc., broiled; a gridiron, griller, n. 
grille (gril) [F., as griddle], n. A screen 
of lattice-work, to enclose a place, to fill 
an opening in a door, etc. 
grilse (grils) [?], n. A young salmon when 
it first returns from the sea, usu. in its 
second year. 

grim (grim) [A.-S.], a. Stern, relentless; 

cruel; hideous, ghastly, grimly, adv. 
grimace (gri-mas') [F.]. ». A distortion 
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of the face, expressing disgust, contempt, 
affectation, etc. v.t. To make grimaces, 
grimalkin (gri-raai'kin) [grey, Malkin , 
dim. of Matilda ], n. An old cat, esp. a 
she. 

grime (grim) [Scand.], n. Dirt, smut; 
dirt deeply engrained, v.t. To dirty, 
grimy, a. grimily, adv. griminess, n. 
grin (grin) [A.-S. grenniari], v.i. To show 
the teeth as in laughter; to smile in a 
malicious, sickly, or affected manner, n. 
A smile with the teeth showing. 

.grind (grind) [A.-S. grindan], v.t. To 
reduce to fine particles by crushing and 
friction; to sharpen, smooth, or polish by 
friction; to oppress, to harass, esp. with 
exactions; to work (a mill, handle, etc.); 
to study laboriously, v.i. To perform 
the act of grinding; to be ground; to 
rub gratingly; to drudge; to study 
laboriously, n. Act or process of grinding; 
hard and monotonous work; a turn at 
the handle of a machine or instrument. 
grinder, n. One who or that which 
grinds; a grinding-machine; a molar 
tooth; one who studies hard, grindstone, 
n. A flat circular stone, used for grinding 
tools. 

grip (grip) [A.-S. gripe, a clutch], n. The 
act of holding firmly; a firm grasp; power 
of grasping; the part of a weapon, 

etc., that is held in the hand; v.t . To 
seize hold of; to grasp or hold tightly. 
v.i. To take firm hold, grip-sack, n. 
A traveller’s hand-bag. 
gripe (grip) [A.-.S. grlpan ], v.t. To grip, 
clutch, to pinch; to oppress; to affect the 
bowels with colic pains, v.i. To lay fast 
hold of anything; to get money by ex¬ 
tortion. n. A grasp; a pinch, squeeze; 
( pl -) pains in the abdomen, griping, a. 
grisly (griz'li) [A.-S. grlslic], a. Horrible, 
fearful, grim. • 

grist (grist) [A.-S. grist], n. Corn to be 
ground or which has been ground; malt 
for a brewing. 

gristle (grisl) [A.-S.], n. Cartilage, 
grit (grit) [A.-S. gr?ot ], n. Coarse rough 
particles such as sand; ( colloq .) firmness, 
pluck, gritty, a. grittiness, n. 
grizzle (1) (grizl) [O.F. grisel , from gris , 
grey], a. Grey. n. A grev colour; 
grey hair; a kind of wig. grizzled, a. 
Grey, grey-haired; grizzly, o. Grey, 
greyish. n. A grizzly bear, a North 
American bear of great size and strength, 
grizzle (2) [?], v.i. To worry, fret, 
groan (gron) [A.-S. grdnian ], v,i. To 
utter a deep moaning sound, as in pain or 
grief; (Jig.) to grieve, n. A low moaning 
sound, as of one in pain or sorrow, 
groat (grot) [M.E. and L.G. grote ], ». A 
silver fourpenny-piece. 
groats (grots) [cp. A.-S. grUt, cp. GRIT], 
n.pl. Husked oats or wheat, 
grocer (gr5's6r) [O.F. grassier , one who 
sells in the gross], n. A dealer in tea, 
sugar, coffee, spices, etc. grocery, n. 
Grocers’ wares. 

(grog) [from nickname of Admiral 


Vernon, “ Old Grog n. A mixture 
of spirit and water. 

grogram (grog'ram) [F. gros grain , coarse 
grain], n. A coarse stuff of silk and mo¬ 
hair or silk and wool. 

groin (groin) [?], n. The hollow in the 
human body where the thigh and the 
trunk unite; (Arch.) the edge formed by 
an intersection of vaults; a groyne, 
groined, a. groining, n. (Arch.). 
groom (groom, grum) [?], n. A servant 
who has charge of horses; one of several 
officers in the royal household; a bride¬ 
groom. v.t. To tend or care for, as a groom 
does a horse, groomsman, n. An un¬ 
married friend who attends on the bride¬ 
groom. 

groove (groov) [as A.-S. grafan , to GRAVE], 
n. A channel or long hollow for some¬ 
thing to fit into or work in; natural course 
or events of one’s life, a nit. v.t. To cut 
or form a groove in. 

grope (grop) [A.-S. grdpian], v.i. To feel 
about with the hands as in the dark; to 
feel one’s way; to seek blindly, 
gross (gros) [O.F. gros , thick], a. Fat, 
bloated, overfed; coarse, uncleanly; 
dense, thick; (fig.) dull, unrefined; in¬ 
delicate; flagrant; total, not net; general, 
not specific, n. Twelve dozen; the 
mass; the sum total, grossness, n. 
grot (grot) [F. grotte , GROTTO], n. A grotto, 
grotesque (grd-tesk') [It. grottesca, antique 
work], o. Extravagant or fantastic; 
ludicrous through these qualities, bizarre, 
grotto (grot'O) [It. grotta , L. crypta , Gr. 

kruptf, CRYPT], ». A small cave, 
ground (1) (ground) [A.-S. grand ], n. The 
surface of the earth; a floor or other 
supporting surface; land, landed estates; 
(pi.) private land attached to a house; the 
solid earth; the base or foundation; 
the background, the surface on which a 
picture, etc., is laid, the prevailing colour 
or tone; (fig.) the reason, motive, origin, 
cause; (pi.) pretext, the first or funda¬ 
mental principles; dregs, esp. of coffee. 
v.t. To set on or in the ground; to base or 
establish (on); to instruct thoroughly (in) 
the elementary principles of; to run (a 
ship) aground, ground-bait, n. Bait 
thrown into the water to attract fish, 
ground floor : The rooms level with the 
exterior ground, ground-landlord, n. 
The owner of land let on a building lease, 
groundless, a. Without foundation or 
reason, baseless. groundling, ». A 
spectator who stood on the floor of a 
theatre; one of the vulgar, ground-plan, 
n. A horizontal plan of a building at the 
ground level; an outline of anything, 
ground-rent, n. Rent paid to a ground- 
landlord for a building-site, ground-swell, 
n. A long, deep swell or rolling of the sea, 
occasioned by a past or distant storm, etc. 
ground-work, n. That which forms the 
foundation or basis; fundamental principle; 
parts of any object not covered by decora¬ 
tion, etc. grounding, n. Instruction in 
the elements of a subject. 
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ground (2) \jp.p. of GRIND], o. ground 
glass : Glass with the surface ground to 
make it obscure. 

groundsel (ground's61) [A.-S. gundswylige ], 
n. A weea with small yellow flowers used 
for feeding cage-birds, 
group (groop) [F. grouped n. The com¬ 
bination of several things to form a single 
mass; a cluster, an assemblage; a number 
of persons or things classed together; a 
grade in classification, v.t. To form into 
or place in a group; to bring together so as 
to produce a harmonious whole or effect, 
grouse (grous) [?], n. (pi. unchanged ). A 
game-bird. 

grout (grout) [A.S. grat, as GRIT], n. 
Coarse meal; (pi.) dregs; mortar to run 
into the joints of masonry, etc. 
grove (grfiv) [A.-S. graf], n. A small wood, 
esp. one sacred to a divinity, 
grovel (grovl) [obs. adv. grovelling ], v.i. 
To lie or move with the body prostrate on 
the earth; (fig.) to prostrate oneself, to 
be abject, groveller, ». 
grow (gro) [A.-S. grbwari], v.i. (past grew, 
p.p. grown) To increase by the assimi¬ 
lation of new matter; to develop; to in¬ 
crease in number, power, etc.; to spring 
up, be produced, arise; to pass into a 
certain state; to adhere, v.t. To culti¬ 
vate ; to produce. 

growl (groul) [imit.], v.i. To make a deep 
guttural sound as of anger; to grumble; 
to speak gruffly; to rumble, v.t. To 
express by a growl, n. A deep guttural 
sound like that made by an angry dog; 
a complaint, growler, n. 
growth (groth) [GROW], ». Act or process 
of growing; increase, development in 
number, bulk, etc.; that which grows or 
is grown; a morbid formation, 
groyne (groin) [?], n. A small breakwater 
on a foreshore, causing shingle, etc., to be 
retained. 

grub (grub) [?], v.i. To scratch or tear up 
the ground superficially; to rummage; to 
drudge, toil; (slang) to take one’s food. 
v.t. To dig (up or out); to clear (ground) 
of roots, etc.; to find by searching. ». 
The larva of an insect, a caterpillar, mag¬ 
got; (Cricket) a ball bowled along the 
ground; (slang) food. 

grudge (gruj) [O.F. groucier], v.i. To be 
envious, to cherish ill-will. v.t. To feel 
envy at; to give or take unwillingly or 
reluctantly. ». Ill-will, a feeling of 
malice; unwillingness, reluctance, grudg¬ 
ingly, adv. 

gruel (groo'61) [O.F.], n. Semi-liquid food 
made by boiling meal in water or milk, 
gruesome (groo'sum) [obs. grue, to 
shudder], a. Frightful, horrible, repulsive, 
gruesomely, adv. gruesomeness, n. 
gruff (gruf) [Teut.], a. Of a rough, surly, or 
harsh aspect; sour, hoarse-voiced, 
grumble (grumbl) [?], v.i. To murmur 
with discontent; to complain surlily, to 
growl, mutter, v.t. To express in a com¬ 
plaining manner, n. Act of grumbling; 
§ complaint. grumbler, n. 


grumpy (grum'pi) [obs. n. grump , offence], 
o. Surly, peevish, ill-tempered, 
grunt (grunt) [A.-S. grunnettari], v.i. To 
make a noise like a pig; to grumble, growl. 
v.t. To express or utter in a grunting 
manner, n. A deep guttural sound, as ol 
a hog. grunter, n. A hog. 
gruy&re (groo'yar) [town in Switzerland], 
». A pale-coloured cheese, firm and full 
of cavities. 

guano (gwa'nfl) [Sp., from Quichua huanu, 
dung], n. The excrement of sea-fowl from 
South America and the Pacific as manure; 
an artificial manure. 

guarantee (gar-an-te') [GUARANTY], n. An 
engagement on the part of a third person 
to see an agreement, etc., fulfilled; act 
of guaranteeing; security, warranty, or 
surety given; the person to whom the 
guarantee is given, v.t. To become 
guarantor for; to undertake responsibility 
for the fulfilment of a contract; to pledge 
oneself; to assure the continuance of; 
to undertake to secure (to another), 
guarantor, ». One who guarantees, 
guaranty (g3x'&n-ti) [A.-F. guaranlie 

O.F. garantir , to WARRANT], n. Act of 
guaranteeing, esp. an undertaking to be 
responsible for a debt of another person; 
that on which a guarantee or security is 
ba^ed 

guard (gard) [Teut., as WARD], v.t. To 
secure the safety of; to watch over, pro 
tect, defend, to prevent the escape of. v.i. 
To be cautious or take precautions 
(against), n. Defence, protection, a state 
of vigilance; a protector; men on guard; 
a sentry, escort; one in charge of a railway 
train, etc.; a watch-chain; a screen for 
a fireplace, window, etc.; (pi.) the British 
household troops, guard-house, -room, 
n. A house or room for those on guard or 
for prisoners, guardship, n. A vessel 
stationed in a harbour for defence, 
guardsman, n. An officer or private in 
the Guards, guardedly, adv. 
guardian (gar'di-an) [O.F. gardien , as 
prec.], n. One who has the charge or 
custody of any person or thing; a member 
of a board elected to administer the Poor 
Laws; the superior of a Franciscan con¬ 
vent. a. Guarding; acting as a guardian 
or protector, guardianship, n. 
guava (gwa'va) [Sp. guayaba ], n. The 
luscious fruit of various tropical American 
trees of the myrtle family, 
gudgeon (guj'on) [F. goujon], n. A 
small freshwater fish, easily caught; (fig.) 
one easily taken in. 

guelder rose (gel'd£r-r5z) [ Guelders , town], 
n. A.shrubby plant bearing ball-shaped 
bunches of white flowers, 
guerdon (ger'don) [O.H.G. wider, against, 
Ion, loan], n. A reward, recompense, 
guerrilla (g6-ril'A) [Sp. dim. of guerra , 
war], n. Irregular warfare; an irregular, 
petty war; one engaged in such. 

I guess (ges) [M.E. gessen, as GET], v.t. To 
judge on imperfect grounds, to conjecture; 
to imagine, suppose, divine (one to be) 
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v.i. To form a conjecture, to judge at 
random, n. A conjecture; an opinion, 
estimate, etc., based on imperfect 
grounds, guess-work, n. Calculation 
based on guess; procedure by this means, 
guest (gest) [A.-S. geest], n. One enter¬ 
tained in the house or at the table of 
another; one residing at a boarding-house, 
guffaw (gu-faw') [imit.j, n. A burst of 
coarse laughter, v.i. To laugh loudly or 
coarsely. 

guide (gld) [O.F. guider ], v.t. To direct, 
lead, or conduct; to rule, regulate, n. 
One who leads another or points the way; 
a person who conducts a party of tourists, 
etc.; an adviser; anything adopted as a 
sign of direction or criterion of accuracy; 
a mechanical device acting as indicator or 
regulating motion; a guide-book describ¬ 
ing places of interest, means of transit, 
etc. 

guild (gild) [A.-S. gild , a payment], n. 
A society of craftsmen or others of the 
same class or pursuit, combined for mutual 
aid and protection, guild-hall, n. A 
hall where a guild or corporation meets; 
a town-hall. 

guilder (gil'dfir) [Dut. gulden ], n. A 
former Dutch coin, value about Is. 8d. 
guile (gil) [O.F.], n. Deceit, craft, cun¬ 
ning. guileful, a. guileless,®, 
guillemot (gil'e-mot) [F., dim. of Guil¬ 
laume , William], n. A diving sea-bird, 
guillotine (gil-6-ten) [F., J. I. Guillotin (d. 
1814), who introduced It (1792)], n. An 
apparatus for beheading persons at a stroke; 
a machine for cutting many thicknesses of 
paper; an instrument for cutting tonsils, 
etc.; (Pari.) the curtailment of debate by 
previous arrangement, v.t. To execute 
by or cut with a guillotine, 
guilt (gilt) [A.-S. gylt], n. The state of 
having committed an offence; criminality, 
culpability. guiltless, a. Innocent, 
guilty, a. 

guinea (gin'i) [ Guinea , on W. coast of 
Africa], n. A former British gold coin 
value 21s.; a sum of money equivalent to 
this, guinea-fowl, n. A gallinaceous 
bird something like the turkey, originally 
from Africa, guinea-pig, n. A small 
domesticated cavy from Brazil, 
guise (glz) [O.F.], n. External appear¬ 
ance ; semblance; manner, way; dress, 
guitar (gi-tar') [Sp. guitarra, Gr. kithara ], 
n. A stringed musical instrument, 
gulch (gulch) [?], n. A deep ravine, 
gules (gulz) [O.F. goules ], n. (Her.) A red 
colour, represented in engraving by vertical 
lines. 

gulf (gulf) [F. golfe , Gr. kolpos ], n. An 
inlet of the sea; a deep hollow, chasm, or 
abyss; a whirlpool, anything that en¬ 
gulfs ; an impassable chasm, difference, 
gull (gul) [prob. Corn, gullan ], n. A long¬ 
winged, web-footed marine bird; (fig.) a 
simpleton, a dupe. v.t. To fool, impose 
upon, gullible, a. gullibility, n. 
gullet (gul'6t) [O.F., dim. of gole t L. gula , 
the throat], n. The throat. 


gully (gfil'i) [var. of prec.], n. A channel 
or ravine worn by water; a ditch, gutter, 
gulp (gulp) [imit.], v.t. To swallow (down) 
eagerly or in large draughts, v.i. To 
make a noise in swallowing, to gasp or 
choke, n. The act of gulping; a large 
mouthful; a catching or choking in the 
throat. 

gum (1) (gum) [A.S. gOma], n. The flesh 
round the necks of the teeth, gumboil, 
n. A small abscess on the gums, 
gum (2) (gum) [M.E. and O.F. gomme], n. 
A viscid substance which exudes from 
trees, used for sticking things together; a 
gum-tree. v.t. To cover, stiffen, or fasten 
with gum. 

gun (gun) [Icel. gunn, war], n. A tube 
from which projectiles are shot by ex¬ 
plosive force, a cannon, rifle, etc.; a 
member of a shooting party, gunboat, 
n. A small warship carrying heavy guns, 
gun-carriage, n. The frame upon which 
a cannon is mounted, gun-cotton, n. 
A highly explosive substance made by 
soaking cotton in nitric and sulphuric acids, 
and then drying, gun-fire, n. The 
hour at which the morning or evening gun 
is fired; discharge of guns, gunman, n. 
One who uses a gun, esp. illicitly, gun- 
metal, n. An alloy of copper and tin 
or zinc from which cannon were formerly 
cast, gunner, n. (Nav.) A warrant- 
officer in charge of ordnance or ordnance 
stores; (Mil.) an artilleryman, gunnery, 
n. The art of managing heavy guns; 
the science of artillery; practice with 
heavy guns, gunpowder, n. A mixture 
of saltpetre, carbon, and sulphur used a3 
an explosive, gun-room, n. A room 
on one of the lower decks of a war 
vessel for junior officers, gun-runner, 
n. A smuggler of firearms, gunshot, n. 
The range of a gun. gunsmith, n. One 
who makes or repairs small fire-arms, 
gunwale, gunnel (giinl) [GUN, weal (2)], n. 
The upper edge of a ship’s side next the 
bulwarks. 

gurgle (gSrgl) [?], v.i. To make a bubbling 
sound, as water poured from a bottle; 
to run or flow with such a sound, 
gurnard, -net (ger'nard, -net) [?], n. A 
sea-fish having a large angular head, covered 
with bony plates. 

gush (gush) [Teut.], v.i. To flow out 
copiously or with violence; to be filled 
with water, tears, etc.; to be effusive or 
affectedly sentimental, n. A violent and 
copious issue of a fluid; the fluid thus 
emitted; an outburst; extravagant 
affectation of sentiment, 
gusset (gus'et) [O.F. gousstt , dim. of 
gousse , nut-shell], n. A small triangular 
piece of cloth inserted in a dress, 
gust (1) (gust) [Icel. gustr ], n. A short but 
violent rush of wind; a squall; an out¬ 
burst of passion, gusty, a. 
gust (2) [L. gustus , taste], n. The sense 
or pleasure of tasting; relish, gus'tatory, 
a. Of or pertaining to taste, gusto, n. 
Zest, enjoyment; flavour, relish. 
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gut (gilt) [A.-S. gutt], n. The intestinal 
canal; an intestine; catgut, esp. as strings 
of musical instruments; a narrow passage, 
esp. a sound or strait, v.t. To draw the 
entrails out of; (Jig.) to remove or destroy 
the contents of (as by fire), 
gutta-percha (gut'a-pSr'chA) [Malay gatah , 
gum, percha , name of tree], n. The inspis¬ 
sated juice of a Malayan tree, 
gutter (gut'6r) [O.F. gutiere], n. A 
channel or trough for carrying away water. 
v.i. To become channelled, as a burning 
candle, gutter-snipe, n. A street arab. 
guttural (gut'ur-&l) [L. guttur , throat), a. 
Pertaining to the throat; formed in the 
throat, n. A sound or letter produced 
in the throat, gutturally, adv. 
guy (1) (gi) [O.F. guie y see GUIDE], n. A 
rope, etc., to steady a load in hoisting. 
v.t. To guide or steady by means of guys, 
guy (2) [Guy Fawkes], n. An effigy, 
burnt on 5 Nov. in memory of the gun¬ 
powder plot; a fantastic figure, v.t. To 
display in effigy; to ridicule, 
guzzle (guzl) [?], v. To eat or drink, n. 
A debauch, guzzler, n. 
gvbe (jib) [Dut. gijberi], v.i. To swing 
from on# side of the mast to the other (of 
a fore-and-aft sail). v.t. To shift (a sail) 
in this way; to make (a vessel) take the 
wind on the opposite quarter, n. Act or 
process of gybing. 

gymkhana (jim-ka'n&) [Hind.], n. A 
meeting for athletic sports and games, 
gymnasium (jim-na'zi-fim) [Or. gum- 
vazein , to exercise naked ( gumnos , naked)], 
n. A place for athletic exercises ; a place 
qf instruction for the higher branches of 
literature and science, 
gymnast (jim'n&st) [as prec.], n. An 
expert in gymnastic exercises, gymnas'- 
tic, a. 

gynaeco- [Gr. guni gunaikos, woman], comb, 
form. Pertaining to women, gynaecol'ogy, 
n. The science dealing with the functions 
and diseases peculiar to women, gyne¬ 
cologist, n. 

-gynous [Gr. - gunos , from guni , woman], 
suf. Pertaining to women; ( Bot .) having 
female organa or pistils; as androgynous. 
gypsum (jip'stim) [Gr. gupsos , chalk], n. 
Hydrous sulphate of lime, 
gyrate (jlr'&t) [L. gyr&tus], a. Circular, 
convoluted, v.i. (ji-rat') To rotate, 
revolve, whirl, in a circle or spiral, gyra'- 
tion, n. gyr'atory, a. 
gyve (jlv) [M.E. guive], n. A fetter, 
shackle. 

H 

ha (ha) [onoraat.], int. An exclamation 
denoting surprise, etc., or, when repeated, 
laughter. 

haberdasher (Mb'$r-d&sh-6r) [A.-F. 

hapertas ], n. A seller of ribbons, laces, 
silks, etc. haberdashery, n. 
habiliment (hab-bil'i-ment) [O.F. habiller, 
to get ready], n. (PI.) Dress, garb, 
habit (h&b'it) [L. habere , to have, refl. to be 
constituted, to be], n. A settled inclina¬ 


tion, disposition, or trend of mind; 
manner, use, or custom, acquired by fre¬ 
quent repetition; dress, costume, esp. 
one of a distinctive kind, as of a religious 
order, or a riding-dress for women, v.t. 
To dress, to clothe. 

habitable (h&b'it-Abl) [L. habitdbilis , from 
habitare , to dwell, as prec.], a. That may 
be dwelt in or inhabited, habltably, adv. 
habitant, n. (a-b@-tan) An inhabitant of 
Lower Canada of French origin, habitat, 
n. The natural abode of an animal or 
plant, habitation, n. State of being 
inhabited; place of abode; natural 
locality, habited, a. Wearing a habit. 

habitual (hA-bit'u-Al) [as HABIT], a. 
Formed by, acquired by, or according to 
habit, usual; constant; rendered per¬ 
manent by use. habituate, v.t. To 
accustom; to make familiar by frequent 
repetition. hab'itude,n. habitud (bA-bit'- 
u-a), n. One who frequents a place, esp. 
of amusement. 

hack (1) (h$k) [A.-S. - haccian ], v.t. To cut 
irregularly or unskilfully; to chop, notch; 
to kick (a player’s shins) at football. t>.<. 
To ohop away at anything; to emit a short 
dry cough, n. An irregular cut, gash, 
notch; a kick (on the shins, eto.); a 
miners pick, hacking, a. Slashing, 
mangling; short, dry, and intermittent 
(of a cough). 

hack (2) (h&k) [HACKNEY], n. A horse for 
hire, or for general purposes as dist. 
from a hunter, racer, etc.; a drudge, esp. 
a literary drudge, hack-work, n. Work 
done by a literary drudge. 

hackle (hakl) [M.E. hachele] % n. A sharp 
steel comb for dressing flax, eto.; fibrous 
substance unspun, as raw silk; a long 
shining feather on a cock’s neck; a fly 
for angling, v.t. To dress or comb (flax, 
etc.) with a hackle. 

hackney (hSk'ni) [prob. Hackney , Middle¬ 
sex], n. A horse (or a cab or carriage) kept 
for hire, hackneyed, a. Stale, trite. 

haddock (h&d'6k) [?], n. A sea-fish allied 
to the cod. 

Hades (h&'dfiz) [Gr. the god of the lower 
world], n. The abode of the spirits of 
the dead. 

haema-, haemat-, haemato- [Gr. haima 

hairnatos , blood], comb. form. Consisting 
or containing blood; pertaining to or 
resembling blood. 

haemorrhage (hem'6r-Aj) [Gr. haimor- 
rhagia , a breaking forth of blood], n. Dis¬ 
charge of blood from the heart, arteries, 
veins, or capillaries. 

haemorrhoids (hem'd-roidz) [Gr. haemor- 
rholdis , discharging blood], n.pl. Piles. 

haft (haft) [A.-S. hoeft], n. A handle of * 
dagger, knife, tool, etc. 

hag (hag) [?], n. A witch; an ugly old 
woman; an eel-like fish, parasitic within 
other fishes; the turfy hillocks of firmer 
ground in a bog. 

haggard (h&g'ard) [F. hagard] y a. Wild¬ 
looking ; careworn, or gaunt from fatigue, 
etc. ». A wild or untrained hawk. 
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ihaggis (h&g'is) [Sc.], n. A Scotch dish 
of liver, lights, heart, etc., minced with 
onions, suet, oatmeal, etc., boiled in a 
sheep’s stomach. 

haggle (hagl) [?], v.i. To chaffer, to 
wrangle (over or about a bargain), n. 
A wrangle about terms, haggler, n. 
Jhagic- (haj'i-6) [Gr. hagios, holy7, comb. form. 
Pertaining to saints or to holy things, 
hagioi'atry, n. The worship of saints, 
hagiol'cgy, n. Literature relating to the 
lives and legends of saints; a w T ork on the 
lives of saints. 

ha-ha (ha'ha) [F., a sudden obstacle that 
laughs at one], n. A fence or wall sunk 
between slopes. 

hail (1) (hal) [A.-S. hagol ], n. Frozen rain 
falling in showers, v.i. ( impers .) To 
pour down hail; to come down with 
swiftness or violence, v.t. To pour down 
or out, as hail, hailstone, n. A single 
pellet of hail, hailstorm, n. 
hail (2) [Icel. heill, hale (1)], v.t. To call 
to (as one at a distance); to greet or 
designate (as); to welcome, v.i. To 
come (as a ship), int. An address of 
welcome or salutation, 
hair (har) [Teut., A.-S. beer ], n. A filament 
growing from the skin of an animal; the 
mass of such filaments forming a covering; 
hair-like cellular processes on the surface 
of plants; (fig.) something very small or 
fine, a hair’s breadth, hairbreadth, 
hair’s breadth, n. A very minute dis¬ 
tance. haircloth, n. Cloth made wholly 
or in part of hair, hair-compasses, n.pl. 
Compasses that can be finely adjusted, 
hairdresser, n. One who dresses and 
cuts hair, hair-line, n. The up-stroke 
of a letter; a fishing-line of horse-hair, 
hair-pencil, n. A fine brush made of 
hair for painting, hairpin, n. A pin for 
fastening the hair, hair-shirt, n. A 
shirt made of horse-hair, worn as a penance, 
hair-splitting, n. The practice of making 
minute distinctions. a. Quibbling, hair¬ 
spring, n. The fine steel spring regulating 
the balance-wheel in a watch, hairy, a. 
hake (hak) [?], n. A fish allied to the cod. 
halation (ha-ia'shun) [HALO, -ATION], n. 
(Phot.) A blurring in a negative caused by 
reflection. 

halberd (hal'berd) [O.F. halebarde], n. A 
combination of spear and battle-axe, 
mounted on a long pole, halberdier', n. 
One armed with a halberd, 
halcyon (hal'si-6n) [Gr. alkuon , kingfishew], 
n. The kingfisher, fabled by the ancients 
to have the power of calming the sea while 
it was breeding, o. (fig.) Peaceful, 
happy* pleasant. 

hale (1) (hal) [A.-S. hal , whole], a. Sound 
and vigorous, robust. 

•hale (2) (hal) [O.F. haler], v.t. To drag, 
to draw violently. 

half (haf) [A.-S. healf ], n. (pi. halves) 
One of two equal parts into which a thing 
is or may be divided; a half-year, a school 
term. a. Consisting of or forming a half. 
adv , To the extent or degree of a half, or 


thereabouts; partially, imperfectly, half- 
blood, n. Relationship between two 
persons having but one parent in common; 
a half-breed, half-boot, n. A boot 
reaching high up the ankle, half-bred, a. 
Wanting in refinement; of mixed breed, 
mongrel, half-breed, n. An offspring of 
parents of different races, half-brother, 
n. A brother by one parent, but not by both, 
half-caste, n. A half-breed, esp. Hindu 
and European, half-cock, n. The posi¬ 
tion of the cock of a fire-arm when it cannot 
be moved by the trigger, half-crown, n. 
A silver English coin, value 2s. 6 d. half- 
dozen, n. and a. Six. half-hearted, a. 
Lukewarm, indifferent; poor-spirited, 
half-length, n. A portrait showing only 
the upper half of the body, half mast: 
Half-way up the mast, the position of a 
flag denoting respect for a dead person, 
half-pay, n. A reduced allowance to an 
officer not in active service, a. Entitled 
to or on half-pay. halfpenny (ha'pen-i), 
n. An English copper coin, half the value 
of a penny, a. Of the value of a half¬ 
penny; trumpery, almost worthless, 
halfpennyworth (ha'pdrth), n. As much 
as can be bought for a halfpenny, half- 
seas-over,a. Half drunk, half-starved, 
a. Poorly fed, not having sufficient food, 
half-time, n. Half the time allotted, 
half-truth, n. A statement omitting or 
suppressing part of the truth, half-tone, 
a. Pertaining to a process by which print¬ 
ing blocks are made with the shaded 
portions in small dots, half-witted, a. 
Weak in intellect, imbecile. 

halibut (hal'i-but) [M.E. hali , holy, and 
butte , a flounder], n. A large flat-fish. 

•halidom (hal'i-dom) [A.-S .haligddm (HOLY, 
-DOM)], n. A holy relic or place; lands 
belonging to a religious foundation. 4 by 
my halidom : An oath. 

hall (hawl) [A.-S. heall], n. A large room, 
esp. one for public meetings, etc.; a large 
building for public business; the building 
occupied by a guild, etc.; a room in which 
scholars dine in common, the dinner itself; a 
manor-house or mansion ; a room or passage 
at the entrance of a house; ( Univ.) a building 
for undergraduates; a small college, hall¬ 
mark, n. An official stamp on gold and 
silver articles to guarantee the standard; 
any mark of genuineness, v.t. To stamp 
with this. 

Hallelujah (h5.1-6-loo'ya) [Heb., praise 
Jehovah], n. Praise to God, sung at the 
commencement of many psalms and in 
hymns. 

hallo (h&-15) [imit.], int. An exclamation 
of surprise; a call for attention; a call 
to dogs. n. This cry. v.i. To cry 
‘ hallo ’; to cheer dogs on with cries. v.t. 
To shout loudly to; to urge on. 

hallow (h&l'o) [A.-S. halgian , as HOLY], v.t. 
To make sacred; to revere; to consecrate, 
sanctify. All-Hallows : All-Saints’ Day. 
Hallowe’en, ». The eve of All-Hallows, 
31st Oct. 

hallucination [L. hallUcinatus , mentally 
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fogged], n. An apparent perception of an 
external object arising from mental dis¬ 
order, an illusion. 

halo (ha'15) [Gr. balds, a round threshing- 
floor], n. (pi. -oes). A luminous circle 
round the sun or moon caused by refraction 
of light through mist; a bright disk sur¬ 
rounding the heads of saints, 
halt (1) (hawlt) [A.-S. healt ], a. Limping, 
lame. v.i. To limp, to be lame; to 
doubt, hesitate; (Jig.) to come short, to be 
faulty, ». Lame persons generally, 
halt (2) [G. halt , a stoppage], n. The act 
of stopping on a march, v.i. To come 
to a stand. 

halter (hawl'tSr) [A.-S. hcelfter ], n. A head- 
stall and rope by which an animal is 
fastened; a rope to hang malefactors; 
death by hanging, v.t. To put a halter 
upon; to tie up with a halter, 
halve (hav) [from half], v.t . To divide into 
two equal parts; to share equally; to 
reduce to half. 

halyard (hai'y&rd) [M.E. halier (HALE ( 2 )], 
n. Tackle for hoisting or lowering yards, 
sails, or flags. 

ham (ham) [A.-S. hamni], n. The hind part 
of the thigh; the thigh of a hog, salted and 
cured, hammy, a. 

hamadryad (ham'&-drl-&d) [Gr. hama , 
with, drus, tree], n. (Gr. Myth.) A nymph 
who died with the tree in which she lived; 
an Indian venomous snake, 
hamlet (ham'16t) [O.F. hamelet, from Tent.], 
n. A small village. 

hammer (hSm'er) [A.-S. hamor ], n. A 
tool for driving nails, beating metals, etc.; 
the part of a gun-lock for exploding the 
charge, the striker of a bell, etc.; an 
auctioneer’s mallet, v.t. To strike, beat, 
drive, forge, or form with a hammer; (fig.) 
to work (out) laboriously in the mind; 
(Stock Exch.) to declare a defaulter, v.i. 
To work with or as with a hammer; to 
make a noise like a hammer, 
hammock (hSm'ok) [Sp. hamacd\, n. A 
bed of canvas or network hung from a 
ceiling, tree, etc. 

hamper (1) (Mm'p6r) [O.F. hanapier ], n. 

A large wicker-work basket, with a cover, 
hamper (2) [?], v.t. To impede the free 
action of; to obstruct (movement, etc.); 
to hinder, fetter. «. Anything which 
encumbers, or impedes free action; (Naut.) 
rigging and other heavy gear, 
hamstring (Mm'string) [HAM, STRING], 
n. One of the tendons of the thigh. 
v.t. To lame by severing this, 
hand (h5nd) [A.-S. hand, bond], n. The 
aim and fingers at the extremity of the 
uman arm serving as organ of prehension; 
a similar member in monkeys and other 
animals, when serving as a prehensile 
organ; (fig.) skill, performance, handi¬ 
work; a pledge of marriage; authority, 
power (often in pi.); (pi.) labourers, crew, 
persons engaged in a game, etc.; a turn, 
an innings; a game at cards; the cards 
held by a player; style of workmanship, 
writing, etc.; signature; a measure of 


four inches; the pointer or index finger 
of a watch, etc.; a shoulder (of pork); side 
direction (right or left), v.t. To give or 
transmit with the hand; to assist or con¬ 
duct with the hand (into, out of, etc.); 
(Naut.) to furl, to hand down : To give 
in succession; to pass on. hand-bag, n. 
A small bag for carrying things by hand, 
handbill, n. A small printed sheet for 
circulating information, handbook, n. 
A small treatise on any subject, a manual, 
handbreadth, hand’s breadth, n. A 
measurement equal to the breadth of the 
hand, hand-cart, n. A two-wheeled 
vehicle for goods pushed or drawn by hand, 
handcuff, n. (usu. pi.) A manacle for 
the wrists, v.t. To secure with handcuffs, 
handful, n. As much as can be held in 
the hand; a small number or quantity; 
(colloq.) a troublesome person or task, 
hand-made, a. Produced by hand, not 
by machinery, ‘handmaid, -maiden, n. 
A female servant, handmill, n. A small 
mill worked by hand, handrail, n. A 
rail protecting stairs, landings, etc. hand - 
shake, n. A shake of another’s hand as 
a greeting, hand-spike, n. A lever for 
lifting, heaving, etc. handwriting, n. 
Writing done by hand; style of writing 
peculiar to a person, handless, a. 
handicap (han'di-k&p) [ hand i(n) cap , from 
drawing lots out of a cap], n. A race or 
contest in which an allowance is made to 
the inferior competitors; the conditions 
imposed on a superior competitor, v.t. 
To impose heavier weight or other dis¬ 
advantageous conditions, 
handicraft (h&n'di-kraft) [A.-S. handcraft ], 
n. Skill in working with the hands; 
manual occupation, a. Pertaining to 
manual labour, handicraftsman, n. 
handiwork (h&n'di-wgrk) [A.-S. hand - 
geweorc ], n. Work done by the hands; 
the product of one’s labour, 
handkerchief (h&ng'ker-chif) [hand, ker¬ 
chief], n. A piece of cloth (silk, linen, 
etc.) for wiping the nose, face, etc. 
handle (handl) [A.-S. handlian, from HAND], 
v.t. To touch, to feel with, to wield or 
use with the hands; to manage, to treat 
of; to deal in. v.i. To work with the 
hands; to be handled, n. That part of 
anything by which it is grasped; (fig.) an 
instrument or means by which anything 
is done, handling, n. The action of 
touching, feeling, etc. 
handsel (h&n'sel) [Scand.], n. A gift foi 
luck, esp. at the New Year; earnest money; 
the first sale, use, etc. v.t. To give a 
handsel to; to use for the first time, 
handsome (h&n'sum) [HAND, -SOME], a. 
Finely-featured, good-looking; noble; 
liberal, ample, large, handsomeness, n. 
handy (h&n'di) [hand, -y], a. Convenient 
to the hand; close at hand; dexterous, 
skilful with the hands, handy-man, n. 
A man of all work, handily, adv. 
hang (Mng) [A.-S.], v.t. (past and p.p. 
hung, for put to death and as imprecation 
hanged) To suspend; to fasten so as to 
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leave movable (as a bell, gate, body of a 
coach, etc.); to suspend by the neck till 
dead; to cause to droop; to cover or 
decorate with anything suspended; to 
attach, fasten, v.i. To be suspended; 
to dangle, swing; to cling; to be executed 
by hanging; to droop, to bend forwards; 
to project (over), to impend; to be in 
suspense, n. A slope, a declivity; mode 
of hanging; (Jig.) general tendency, drift, 
or bent, hang-dog, n. A low, base 
fellow, a. Base, sullen, hangman, n. 
A public executioner. 

hangar (h&ng'gar, an-gar) [F.], n. A large 
shed, esp. for air-ships or aeroplanes, 
hanger (hang'fer) [hang, -er], n. That on 
which a thing is suspended; a pot-hook; 
a short, curved cutlass, hanger-on, n. 
A dependant, a parasite, 
hanging (h&ng'ing) [HANG, -ING], n. The 
act of suspending; an execution by the 
gallows; (pi.) fabrics hung up to furnish 
walls, etc. a. Suspended, dangling; 
steep; punishable with hanging, 
hank (hank) [Scand.], n. A cod; two or 
more skeins of yarn, 6ilk, wool, etc., tied 
together. 

hanker (h&ng'k£r) [?], v.i. To have an 
importunate desire (after), 
hansom (hSn'sdm) [J. A. Hansom , patentee, 
1834], ». A two-wheeled cab in which the 
driver’s seat is behind the body, 
hap (hap) [Scand.], n. Chance, luck; that 
which happens or chances, v.i. To be¬ 
fall, to happen by chance, haphazard, n. 
Mere chance, accident, hapless, a. Un¬ 
happy, unfortunate, haply, adv. By 
hap; perhaps. 

happen (hapn) [hap. -en], v.i. To fall 
out; to chance (to); to light (upon), 
happening, n. (usu. pi.) Something 
that happens, a chance event, 
happy (h&p'i) [Hap, -y], a. Contented, 
satisfied; enjoying pleasure from the 
fruition or expectation of good; apt, 
felicitous; prosperous, successful; favour¬ 
able; dexterous, skilful, happily, adv. 
happiness, n. 

harangue (ha-rfcng') [M.F.], n. A de¬ 
clamatory address; a noisy and vehement 
speech, a tirade, e.i. To make an 
harangue, v.i. To address in an harangue, 
harass (h&r'As) [M.F. harasser ], v.t. To 
torment by importunity; to tire out with 
care or worry. 

harbinger (har'bin-jfer) [O.F. herbergere, 
from O.H.G. heriberga ( hari , army, bergan, 
to shelter)], ». One who went before to 
secure lodgings; a precursor. 

Yarbour (harb6r) [M.B. hereberge ], n. A 
refuge, esp. for ships; a port, haven, v.t. 
To shelter, to entertain, cherish, 
hard (hard) [A.-8. heard), a. Firm, solid; 
not yielding to pressure; difficult of accom¬ 
plishment, comprehension, or explanation; 
fatiguing; perplexing, severe, inflexible, 
cruel, unfeeling, sordid, miserly; oppres¬ 
sive, unjust; rough and harsh to the 
palate, touch, etc., containing mineral 
salts (of water); (Phon.) sounded gut¬ 


turally, aspirated, adv. Forcibly, strenu¬ 
ously, severely; with effort or difficulty; 
close, near, hard-bake, n. Toffee in 
which blanched almonds are mixed, hard¬ 
bitten, a. Tough, resolute, hardness, 
n. hard-up, a. In great want, esp. of 
money; very poor, hard-ware, n. Articles 
of metal, ironmongery, 
harden (hardn) [hard, -EN], v.t. To make 
hard or harder; to temper (tools); to 
confirm (in effrontery, etc.)* to make 
unfeeling or callous, v.i. To become 
hard or harder; to become inured, or con¬ 
firmed (in vice). 

hardly (hard'li) [hard, -LY], adv. With 
difficulty; harshly, rigorously; unfavour¬ 
ably ; scarcely, not quite, 
hardship (hard'ship) [hard, -SHIP,] n. 
That which is hard to bear; privation, 
suffering, toil, fatigue, injury, injustice, 
hardy (har-di) [F. hardi ], o. Over con¬ 
fident, audacious; robust; (of plants) 
capable of bearing exposure in winter, 
hardihood, n. hardiness, n. 
hare (har) [A.-8. hard], n. A long-eared, 
short-tailed rodent with cleft upper lip. 
harebell, n. The blue bell of Scotland, 
the round-leaved bell-flower, hare¬ 
brained, a. Rash, giddy, flighty, hare¬ 
lip, n. A congenital fissure of the upper 
Up. 

harem (h&r'£m) [Arab, haram ], n. The 
apartments reserved for women in a 
Mohammedan household; the occupants 
of these. 

haricot (h&r'l-kO) [F.], n. A stew of meat 
with beans and other vegetables; the 
kidney or French bean, 
hark (hark) [M.E. herkien], v.i. To listen, 
to hark back : To return to some point 
from which a digression has been made, 
harlequin (har'16-kwin) [It. arlecchino], n. 
The leading character in a pantomime or 
harlequinade, supposed to be invisible to 
the clown, dressed in a mask and spangled 
clothes, and bearing a magio wand; a 
buffoon, harlequinade (-nad'), n. That 
part of a pantomime in which the harlequin 
and clown play the principal parts; a 
piece of fantastic conduct, 
harlot (har'ldt) [O.F., orig. masc., rogue], 

n. A prostitute. 

harm (harm) [A.-S. hearm ], n. Hurt, 
injury, evU. v.t. To hurt or damage, 
harmful, a. harmless, a. 
harmonic (har-mon'ik) [L. harmonicas ], a. 
Pertaining to harmony or music; con¬ 
cordant, harmonious, n. An harmonic 
tone, harmonical, a. harmonically, 
adv. harmonica, -con, n. The musical 
glasses, a mouth-organ, a series of metal 
plates played on with a mallet, etc. 
harmonious (har-md-ni-fig) [as harmony], 

o. Concordant; having parts proportioned 
to each other, symmetrical; without dis¬ 
cord or dissension; tuneful. 

harmonist (har'md-nist; [HARMONIZE], n. 

One skilled in harmony, 
harmonium (har-md'ni-fim) [as folL], n. 
A keyed musical wind-instrument. 
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harmonize (har'm6-niz) [F., harmoniser, 
from harmonie, harmony], v.t. To make 
harmonious; to arrange in musical con¬ 
cord* to add the proper accompaniment 
to. v.i. To agree in sound or effect; to 
live in peace and concord; to be con¬ 
gruous (with). 

harmony (har'm6-ni) [F. harmonie, L. and 
Gr. harmonia (harmos, a fitting or joining)], 
n. Adaptation of parts so as to form a 
complete, symmetrical, or pleasing whole; 
the agreeable combination of sounds, 
music; an arrangement of musical parts; 
the science dealing with musical combina¬ 
tion of sounds; concord in views, senti¬ 
ments, etc. 

harness (bar'nes) [M.G. and O.F. harneis], 
n. The gear of a horse or other draught- 
animal; the accoutrement of a man-at- 
arms, arms and armour; working apparatus 
or equipment, v.t. To put harness on 
a horse, etc.), harness-cask, -tub, n. 
Naui.) A large tub containing the salt 
meat for immediate use. 
harp (harp) [A.-S. hearpe], n. A musical 
instrument of triangular shape, with 
strings which are plucked by the fingers, 
v.t. To play upon a harp, 
harpoon (har-poon') [F. harpon, from 
harpe, a claw], n. A barbed missile weapon 
with a line attached, used for striking 
whales, etc. To strike, catch, or kill with 
a harpoon, harpooner (har-poo'ner), n. 
harpsichord (harp'-si-kbrd) [O.F. harpe, 
harp, chorde, chord], n. A musical instru¬ 
ment, similar in form to the pianoforte, 
harpy (har'pi) [Gr. harpuiai ], n. A fabu¬ 
lous monster with the face of a woman, 
the body of a vulture, and fingers armed 
with sharp claws; (fig.) an extortioner, a 
rapacious person or animal, 
harridan (h&rT-dan) [?], ». An old vixen; 
a trollop. 

harrier (1) (hir'-ier) [hark, -br], n. A 
dog smaller than the foxhound, used for 
hare hunting, 

harrier (2) [harry, -br], n. One who 
harries or plunders; a falconoid bird, 
harrow (hir'o) LM.G. harwe], n. A large 
rake or frame with teeth, drawn over 
ground to level it, destroy weeds, cover 
seed, etc. v.t. To draw a harrow over; 
to torment, to lacerate (feelings, etc.), 
harrowing, a. Causing anguish, 
harry (hir'i) [A.-S. hergian), v.t. To 
plunder, pillage, lay waste, v.i. To make 
plundering excursions, 
harsh (harsh) [Scand.], a. Rough to the 
touch or other senses; discordant, irritat¬ 
ing; austere, rigorous, unfeeling, harshly, 
adv. harshness, n. 

hart (hart) [A.-S. heort], n. A male red 
deer, from its fifth year onwards, hart’s- 
fongue, n A fern with tongue-shaped 
leaves. 

hartshorn (harts'hdrn) [HART, horn], n. 
Solution of ammonia in water, smelling- 
salts. 

harum-scarum (har'um-skar'um) [?], a. 
Giddy, hare-brained, n. A giddy person. 


harvest (har'vest) [A.-S. hcerfest], n. The 
season of reaping and gathering crops, cap. 
corn; ripe corn, etc., gathered and stored; 
the product or result of any labour or 
conduct. v.t. To reap and gather in; 
to garner, lay up. havester, n. A 
reaper; a reaping and binding machine, 
hash (hash) [O.F. hacher, to hack, mince], 
n. Meat cut small, mixed with vegetables, 
and stewed; (fig.) a second preparation of 
old matter; a mess, muddle, v.t. To cut 
or chop up in small pieces; to mince, 
hashish (hash'ish) [Arab.], n. The tender 
sprouts of Indian hemp, used for smoking, 
chewing, etc.; bhang. 

hasp (hasp) [A.-S. hoepse ], n. A hinged 
damp passing over a staple and secured 
by a pin, key, or padlock, 
hassock (has'dk) [A.-S. hassuc], n. A 
small stuffed cushion for kneeling on; a 
matted tuft of rank grass, 
haste (hast) [O.F. haste], n. Hurry, 
celerity of movement, urgency, precipit¬ 
ance. v.i. To be quick; to be in a 
hurry, hasten (hasn), v.t. To cause to 
hurry; to press on, expedite, v.i. To 
move with speed, hasty, a. Hurried, 
hat (hat) [A.-S. hoet], n. A covering for the 
head, usu. with a crown and a continuous 
brim; (fig.) the dignity of a cardinal, hat 
trick: (Cricket) The feat of taking three 
wickets with consecutive balls, hatter, 
n. One who makes or sells hats, 
hatch (1) (Meh) [A.-S. hoece], n. A half- 
door, a wicket; a door in a roof; a grated 
opening in a weir; a hatchway, a trap¬ 
door or shutter to cover this, hatchway, 
n. A large opening in the deck of a ship, 
hatch (2) [Scand.], v.t. To produce from 
eggs; (fig.) to evolve, contrive, v.i. To 
come out of the egg; to be developed from 
ova, cells of a brood-comb, etc. 
hatch (3) [F. hacher, see hash], v.t. To 
mark with fine lines, parallel or crossing 
each other. 

hatchet (Mch'6t) [F. hachette, dim. of hache, 
a sickle], n. A small axe with a short 
handle for use with one hand, 
hatchment [hftch'ment) [corr. of achieve¬ 
ment], n. A funeral escutcheon bearing 
the coat of arms of a deceased person, 
hate (hat) [A.-S. hete), n. Extreme dislike 
or aversion; detestation. vX. To dislike 
exceedingly; to abhor, detest, hateful, 
a. Causing hate; odious; feeling hatred, 
hater, n. hatred, n. Exceeding dislike 
or aversion; active malevolence, enmity, 
hauberk (haw'bfirk) [O.H.G. hals, neck, 
bergan, to protect], n. A coat of mail of 
interwoven steel rings, 
haugh (ha ch, haf) [Sc., A.-S. healh, nook], 
n. A piece of low-lying land, esp.by a river, 
haughty (haw''ti) [F. haul, L. altus t high], a. 
Proud, arrogant, supercilious; proceeding 
from or expressing disdainful pride, 
haul (hawl) [var. of hale (2)1, vi. To pull 
or drag with force; to move by dragging. 
v.i. To pull or drag (at or upon) with 
force, n. A pull; the drawing of a net; 
the amount taken at once, acquisition. 
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haunch (hawnch) [O.F. hanche ], n. The 

body between the ribs and the thigh; the 
basal ioint. 

haunt (hawnt) [O.F. hunter ], v.t. To 
frequent, to resort to often; to recur to 
the mind of frequently in an irritating 
way; to frequent as a ghost or spirit, v.i. 
To stay or be frequently (about, in, etc.). 
n. A place to which one often or custom¬ 
arily resorts; a feeding-place for animals, 
etc.; habit of frequenting a place, 
hautboy (ho'boi) [F. hautbois], n. An oboe, 
hauteur (hd-teri) [F.], n. Haughtiness, 
lofty manners or demeanour, 
have (h&v) [A.-S. habban ], v.t. (2nd sing. 
•hast, 3rd sing, has, *hath; past had, 2nd 
sing. *hadst, p.p. had) To possess; to 
enjoy, suffer, experience; to receive, get; 
to require, claim; to hold mentally, retain; 
to entertain; to maintain; to comprise; 
to understand, to be engaged in; to 
vanquish; to circumvent, cheat; to bring 
forth, bear. v.i. (usu. in imper.) To go, 
to betake oneself, to get (at, after, with, 
etc.), aux. Used with past participles 
to denote the completed action of verbs, 
n. (slang) A take-in, a sell, 
haven (havn) [A.-S. kcefene], A port, a 
harbour; a refuge for ships; (fig.) an 
asylum. 

haversack (hav'6r-sak) [G. haber , oats, 
sack , sack], n. A canvas bag to hold a 
soldier’s rations, etc., on march, 
havoc (hSv'dk) [A.-F. havok , O.F. havot. 
plunder], n. Widespread destruction, 
haw (haw) [A.-S. haaa ], n. The berry 
or fruit of the hawthorn; a hedge, an 
enclosed field or yard, hawfinch, n. 
A common bird. 

hawk (1) (hawk) [A.-S. hafoc ], n. A 
raptorial bird allied to the falcons; a bird 
of prey used in falconry; (fig.) a rapacious 
person, a sharper, v.i. To hunt birds, 
etc., by means of trained hawks; to attack 
on the wing, to soar (at), v.t. To pursue 
or attack on the wing, hawk-eyed, a. 
Having sharp sight. hawking, n. 
Falconry. 

hawk (2) [imit.], v.i. To clear the throat 
in a noisy manner, v.t. To force (up) 
phlegm from the throat, 
hawk (3) [hawker], v.t. To carry about 
for sale, to cry for sale; (fig.) to spread 
about. 

hawker [hawk (3)]: (haw'k6r) [prob. conn, 
with G. h&ker], n. One who hawks goods 
for sale; a pedlar. 

hawse (hawz) [Scand.], n. (Naut.) That 
part of the bow in which are the hawse- 
holes. hawse-hole, ». A hole in each 
bow for a cable or hawser, 
hawser (haw'ser) [O.F. haucier , late L. 
altidre , to raise], n. A small cable, used 
in warping and mooring, 
hawthorn (haw'thorn) [A.-S. hccgthorn\ n. 

The white-thorn, often called may. 
hay (ha) [A.-S. hieg] , n. Grass cut and 
dried for fodder, v.t. To make (grass, 
etc.) into hay; to supply with hay. hay- 
box, n% An airtight, non-conducting box 


with a thick layer of hay, used for keeping 
food'hot. haycock, n. A conical heap 
of hay. hay-fever, n. A severe catarrh 
with asthmatic symptoms, frequent in 
summer, haymaker, n. One employed 
in making hay; a machine for tossing hay. 
hayrick, -stack, n. A pile of hay in the 
open air, thatched to keep it dry. 
hazard (haz'ard) [O.F. hasard], n. A game 
at dice; risk; chance, casualty; the stake 
in gaming; bunkers, etc., on a golf-course; 
(Billiards) a stroke putting a ball into a 
pocket. v.t. To risk; to expose to 
danger; to run the risk of; to venture (a 
statement, etc.), v.i. To run a risk, to 
venture, hazardous, a. Full of danger 
or risk. 

haze (h5z) [?], n. A very thin mist or 
vapour, usu. due to heat; obscurity, indis¬ 
tinctness of perception, hazy, a. 
hazel (hazl) [A.-S. hcesel\ , n. A nut-bearing 
shrub; a reddish-brown colour, a. Light- 
brown. 

he (he) [A.-S. te], pron. (obj. him, poss. 
his; pi. they, obj. them, poss. their) 
The male person or animal referred to. n. 
A male person, he-cat, -goat, etc. n. 
A male cat, goat, etc. 

head (hed) [A.-S. heafod], n. The fore¬ 
most part of the body of an animal, the 
uppermost in man, consisting of the 6kull, 
with the brain and sense-organs; any part 
of an analogous kind; the top; the upper 
end of a valley, gulf, etc.; the front part 
of a ship, procession, etc.; a promontory; 
the part of a bed where the head rests; 
the more honourable end of a table, etc.* 
the knobbed end of a nail, etc.; the strik¬ 
ing part of a tool; the flowers or leaves at 
the top of a stem; the most honourable 
place, the forefront, the place of command; 
a chief, principal, leader; a single one (as 
of cattle); a main division, a category; 
culmination, crisis; the ripened part of a 
boil; froth on liquor; pressure of steam 
or water available; licence, freedom from 
restraint; the intellect, v.t. To lead, to 
direct; to be or form a head to; to pro¬ 
vide with a head; to put or to be a head¬ 
ing to a chapter, etc.; to lop (as trees). 
v.i. To go or tend in a direction; to form 
a head, headache, n. A neuralgic or 
persistent pain in the head, headband, 
n. A fillet for the head or hair; a band 
at the top and bottom inside the back of 
a book, head-dress, n. Covering and 
ornaments for the head, esp. of a woman, 
head-first, adv. With the head in front 
(of a plunge); precipitately, heading 
(hed'ing), n. The action of the verb; an 
inscription at the head of an article, 
chapter, etc.; a running title, headland, 
n. A point of land projecting into the sea. 
head-light, n. The lamp carried at the 
front of a motor-car, etc. head-line, n. 
The line at the head of a page or paragraph 
giving the title, etc. headlong, adv. 
Head-foremost; hastily,rashly, a. Steep, 
precipitous; (fig.) violent, rash, thought¬ 
less. head-man, n. A chief, a leader 
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headmost, a. Most forward, most ad¬ 
vanced. headquarters, n.pl. The official 
quarters of the commander-in-chief of an 
army: the place whence orders are issued, 
headship, n. Chief place; the office of 
a head or leader, headsman (hedz'- 
m£n), n. An executioner, headstall, n. 
The bridle without the bit and reins, 
headstone, n. A stone at the head of a 
grave, headstrong, o. Ungovernable, 
obstinate, intractable, obstinately self- 
willed. headway, n. Motion ahead; 
rate of progress, head-wind, n. A 
contrary wind, head-work, n. Brain- 
work. heady, a. Headstrong, precipi¬ 
tate; violent, impetuous; intoxicating, 
•head, -hood [A.-S. -had], suf. Denoting 
state or quality, as in godhead, childhood , 


manhood. 

heal (hel) [A.-S. hcelari ], v.i. To make 
whole, restore to health; to cause to 
cicatrize; to free from guilt, purify, v.i. 
To grow or become sound or whole, 
healer, n. healing, o. Tending to heal; 
soothing, mollifying. 

health (helth) [A.-S. haslth, from h&l, 
WHOLE], n. A state of soundness, freedom 
from bodily or mental disease or decay; 
physical condition; a toast wishing 
health, happiness, etc. healthful, a. 
healthy, a. healthily, adv. healthi¬ 


ness, n. 

heap (h§p) [A.-S. heap], n. A pile or 
accumulation of many things on one 
another; a lot, a crowd, a good many 
times, a good deal. v.t. To throw (to¬ 
gether) or pile (up) in a heap. 

hear (her) [A.-S. hierari ], v.t. (past and 
p.p. heard, h8rd) To perceive by the ear; 
to be a hearer of; to listen to, attend to; 
to understand by listening; to heed, obey; 
to be informed of by report, v.i. To have 
the sense of hearing; to be told, hearer, 
n. One who hears; one of an audience, 
hearing, n. Act of perceiving sound; 
the sense by which sound is perceived; a 
judicial trial or investigation, hearsay, n. 
Common talk, gossip, o. Told or given 
at second-hand. 

hearken (har'kSn) [A.-S. heorcnian, as 
HARK], v.i. To listen attentively (to). 

hearse (h£rs) [O.F. fierce , L. hirpex , a 
harrow], n. A carriage in which the dead 
are taken to the place of burial; a bier. 

heart (hart) [A.-S. heorte ], n. The central 
organ of circulation, which it keeps going 
by its contraction and dilatation; the 
Blind, the soul. the emotions, the passion 
if love; courage, spirit; ardour; the 
central part of anything, the vital or most 
essential part; a term of endearment; 
anything heart-shaped; ( pi .) a suit of 
cards marked with figures like hearts. 
v.i. To grow into a compact head as a 
plant, heartache, n. Anguish of mind, 
heart-breaking, a. heart-broken, a. 
heartburn, n. A burning pain in the 
stomach arising from indigestion, heart¬ 
burning, a. Distressing the heart, n. 
Secret enmity, envy, heart-felt,a. Deeply 


felt, sincere, heart-rending, a. Heart¬ 
breaking, intensely afflictive, heartsease* 
n. The wild pansy, heart-strings, n.pl, 
(Jig.) The sensibilities; pity, compassion; 
one’s deepest affections, heart-whole, a. 
Having the affections free, not in love, 
hearten (har't6n) [as prec.], v.t. To en¬ 
courage, inspirit, stir up. 
hearth (liarth) [A.-S. heorth ], n. The floor 
of a fire-place, or of a reverberatory 
furnace, or a blast furnace; the fireside, 
the domestic circle, home, hearthstone, 
n. The stone forming the hearth, 
heartless (hart'16s) [heart, -less], 
Destitute of feeling or affection; pitiless, 
cruel; spiritless, heartlessly, adv. 
hearty (har'ti) [heart, -y], a. Sincere; 
cordial, kindly; healthy; of keen appetite; 
full, satisfying, heartily, adv. heart!- 

O0SS w, 

heat (hfit) [A.-S. hoetu, as hot], n. A form 
of energy capable of melting and decom¬ 
posing matter, transmissible by radiation 
or conduction; hotness; the sensation 
produced by this; hot weather; flush, 
high colour; pungency of flavour; violence 
vehemence, anger; intense excitement; 
warmth of temperament; animation, 
animal excitement; a single course in a 
race, etc. v.t. To make hot; to inflame, 
cause to ferment; to excite, v.i. To 
become hot, inflamed, or excited, heat¬ 
wave, n. A wave of high temperature 
affecting the weather, heatedly, adv. 
heater, n. One who or that which heats; 
a heating-apparatus, heating, a. Pro¬ 
moting warmth or heat; exciting; stimu¬ 
lating. 

heath (heth) [A.-S. hoeth ], n. An open 
space of country, esp. with shrubs and 
coarse herbage; a narrow-leaved ever¬ 
green shrub. 

heathen (he'th&n) [A.-S. hcethen], n. One 
who is not Christian, Jew, or Mohammedan, 
an idolater; an unenlightened or barbarous 
person, a. Gentile; pagan; barbarous, 
heathendom, n. The portion of the 
world in which heathenism is dominant; 
heathens collectively, heathenish, a. 
heather (he^'6r) [?], n. Heath, ling, 
heave (hev) [A.-S. hebban ], v.t. (past and 
p.p. heaved, *hove) To raise with effort; 
to utter or force from the breast; to cast 
(something heavy): to hoist (the anchor), 
10 haul. v.i. To rise; to rise and fall 
alternately; to retch, to vomit, n. An 
upward motion or swelling; act of heaving, 
heaven (hevn) [A.-S. heofon], n. The sky, 
the firmament (ojten in pi.)’, the abode of 
God and the blessed; the place of supreme 
felicity; God, providence, heavenly, a. 
heavy* (hev'i) [A.-S. heflg, cogn. with 
heave], a. Weighty, ponderous; of a 
large and ponderous kind (as artillery, 
etc.); of great specific gravity, dense; not 
properly raised (as bread); not easily 
borne; oppressive, grievous; burden¬ 
some, difficult; drowsy, dull, sluggish; 
tedious; depressing, depressed; louring, 
hebdomadal (heb-dom'a-dal) [Gr. hefb 
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domos, seventh], a. Consisting of seven 
days; meeting or occurring weekly, 
hebetate (heb'6-tat) [X. hebes -etis, blunt], 
v.t. To blunt or dull; to stupefy. 
Hebraic (hS-bra'ik) [Gr Hebraikos, HE¬ 
BREW], a. Pertaining to the Hebrews, or 
their language. He'bralsm, n. The 
thought or religion of the Hebrews; a He¬ 
brew characteristic, idiom, or expression. 
Hebrew (hg'broo) [Gr. Hebraios, Heb. 
'ibri], n. A Jew, an Israelite; the language 
of the ancient Jews. a. Pertaining to 
the Jews. 

hecatomb (hek'4-tom) [Gr. heknlon, a 
hundred, bous, ox], n. The sacrifice of a 
hundred oxen; any great sacrifice, 
heckle (hekl) [hackle], v.t. To hackle; to 
worry (a candidate) by inconvenient 
questions, heckler, n. 
hectare (hek'tar) [F.], n. A French 
measure, containing 100 ares or 2*471 
acres. 

hectic (hek'tik) [Gr. hexis, habit of body], 
a. Habitual, continual (of fever); con¬ 
sumptive; feverish, flushed; ( colloq .) very 
exciting or excitable. 

hecto- [Gr. hekafon, a hundred], comb. form. 
A hundred times, hec'togram, n. A 
French weight of 100 grams or 3 * 52 oz. av. 
hec'tolitre, n. A liquid measure, con¬ 
taining 100 litres or 3 * 531 cubic ft. hec'to- 
metre, n. 100 metres or 109 * 3633 yds. 
hector (hek'tor) [Gr. Hector, Trojan 
warrior], n. A bully, blusterer. v.t.. To 
bully, to treat with insolence, 
hedge (hej) [A.-S. hecg ], n. A fence of 
bushes or small trees; (fig.) a barrier. 
v.t. To surround or enclose with a hedge; 
to secure oneself against loss by trans¬ 
actions tending to indemnify one. v.i. 
To plant or repair hedges; (fig.) to act 
in a shifty way, to avoid making a decisive 
statement, hedge-bill, n. A bill-hook 
for trimming hedges, hedge-row, n. 
a row of shrubs planted as a hedge, 
hedgehog (hej'hog) [hedge, HOG], n. A 
small insectivorous mammal covered with 
spines, and able to roll itself into a ball, 
he'donism (he'd6n-izm) [Gr. hedone, plea¬ 
sure], n. The doctrine that pleasure is the 
chief good, hedonist, «. hedonis'tic, a. 
heed (hgd) [A.-S. hidan], v.t. To regard, 
to take notice of. n. Care, attention; 
careful consideration, heedful, a. heed¬ 
less, a. 

heehaw (h6-haw) [imit.], v.i. To bray like 
an ass. n. An ass’s bray; a loud and 
foolish laugh. 

heel (1) (he!) [A.-S. »], n. The hinder 
part of the foot, or of a shoe, stocking, 
etc., covering this; (pi.) the feet, esp. the 
hind feet of animals; a block to raise the 
hinder part of a boot or shoe from the 
ground; a heel-like knob, part, etc.; the 
latter part, the fag end of anything. v.t. 
To add a heel to. 

heel (2) [A.-S. hyldan ], v.i. (Naut.) To 
incline or cant over to one side. v.t. To 
make (a vessel) do this. n. An inclina¬ 
tion to one side (of a ship). 


hegemony (h6-gem'6-ni) [Gr. hlgemon, 
leader], n. Leadership, predominance. 
Hectirct (hej'i-ra) [Arab, hijrah ], n. The 
flight of Mohammed from Mecca to 
Medina, 16 July 622, whence the Mos¬ 
lem era is computed, 
heifer (hef'er) [A.-S. heahfore ], n. A young 
cow that has not yet calved, 
heigh-ho (ha-ho) [imit.], int. An expression 
of disappointment, w*eariness, or regret, 
height (hit) [A.-S. hiehtho], n. Quality or 
state of being high; distance of the top of 
an object above its foot; altitude; an 
elevated position; stature; elevation in 
rank, etc. heighten, v.t. To make high 
or higher; to enhance, intensify, empha¬ 
size; to exaggerate. 

heinous (ha'nus) [O.F. hainos, from haine, 
hate], a. Abominable, atrocious; wicked 
in the highest degree, heinously, adv. 
heir (ar) [O.F., from L. hires], n. One 
who is entitled to succeed another in the 
possession of property or rank; ( fig.) one 
who succeeds to any gift, quality, etc. 
heirdom, n. heiress, n. A female heir, 
heirloom [loom (1)], n. A chattel which 
descends with an estate to the heir, 
heirship, n. 

heli-, hello- [Gr. helios, the sun], comb, 
form.. Pertaining to the sun; produced 
by the sun’s rays. 

heliacal (he-li'4-kal) [Gr. heliakos, as prec.], 
a. Closely connected with the sun; rising 
just before the sun. 

heliograph (h6'li-d-gr5.f) [helio-,GRAPH], 
n. An apparatus for signalling by reflect¬ 
ing flashes of sunlight, v.i. To signal 
with this. 

heliotrope (hg'li-6-trdp) [helio-, Gr. trop-, 
stem of trepein to turn], n. A genus of 
plants of the borage family, whose flowers 
turn with the sun; a purple tint; a red- 
spotted variety of quartz, blood-stone, 
helium (hS'li-um) [Gr. helios, sun], n. An 
element found in the sun’s atmosphere and 
in certain minerals. 

hell (hel) [A.-S. hel], n. The place of 
punishment for the wicked after death; 
a place of extreme misery, or suffering; 
torment, - torture; a gambling-house, hell¬ 
cat, n. A witch, a hag. hell-fire, n. 
The torments of hell, hellish, a. 
hellebore (hel'e-bor) [Gr. heUeboros ], n. A 
plant, the Christmas rose; a plant sup¬ 
posed by the ancients to be a cure for 
insanity. 

Hellene (hd-lSn') [Gr. Hellgn], n. An 
ancient Greek; a citizen of modem Greece. 
Hellenic, (hd-le'nik), a. 
helm (1) (helm) [A.-S.], n.« A helmet. 

helmed, a. Helmeted. 
helm (2) [A.-S. helma], n. The apparatus 
by which a vessel is steered; the rudder 
and tiller or wheel; the tiller; a position 
of management, helmsman, n. The 
man who steers. 

helmet (hel'met) [dim. helm (1)], n. A 
piece of defensive armour for the head; a 
hat of cork, pith, etc., worn as a protection 
against the sun. helmeted, a. 
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helot (hel'dt) [Gr. HeilOtes, inhabitants of 
Helos , a Laconian town enslaved by the 
Spartans], n. A serf, bondsman, 
help (help) [A.-S. helpan], v.t. To assist, 
further; to supply succour or relief to; to 
remedy, prevent; to serve (with food). 
v.i. To lend assistance; to avail, n. 
Aid; succour, relief; remedy; a helper; 
a helping (of food, etc.), helper, n. 
helpful, a. Furnishing help, useful, help¬ 
fully, adv. helpfulness, n. helping, n. 
A portion of food given at table, help¬ 
less, a. Wanting power to help oneself: 
affording no help, helplessly, adv. help¬ 
lessness, n. helpmate, n. A partner 
or helpful companion, a spouse, 
helter-skelter (hel't6r-skert6r) [imit.], adv. 
In great hurry and confusion, a. Con¬ 
fused. n. Hurry. 

helve (helv) [A.-S. hielf], n. The handle 
of an axe or tool. v.t. To fit a helve to. 
Helvetian (hel-ve'shan) [L. Helvetius], a. 
Swiss, n. A Swiss; one of the ancient 
Helvetii. Helvetic (-vet'ik), a. 
hem (1) (hem) [A.-S. hemm , hem], n. The 
edge of a garment or piece of cloth, doubled 
and sewn. v.t. To double over and sew 
in the border of; to enclose or shut in. 
hem-stitch, n. An ornamental stitch. 
v j. To hem with this, 
hem (2) [imit.], int. and n. A short cough, 
uttered by way of warning, encouragement, 
etc. v.i. To cry * hem *; to hesitate, 
hemi- [Gr. hemi-], pref. Half, halved; 
affecting one half. 

hemisphere (hem'i-sf§r) [Gr. hemi-, 
SPHERE], n. The half of a sphere or globe, 
esp. of the terrestrial or celestial sphere; 
a map or projection of either of these. 

hemispheric, -al, a, 

■ _ 


hemistich (hem'i-stik) [HEMI-, Gr. stichos, 
a row], n. Half a verse, usu. as divided 
by the caesura; an imperfect verse, 
hemlock (hem'lok) [A.-S. hemlic, hymlic], n. 
A poisonous umbelliferous genus of plants * 
the poison obtained from them, 
hemp (hemp) [A.-S. henep], n. An Indian 
herbaceous plant; its fibre, used for 
making ropes, etc.; hashish; the hang¬ 
man’s rope, hempen, a. 
hen (hen) [A.-S. henn ], n. The female of 
any bird, esp. the domestic fowl, henbane, 
n. A plant; a poisonous drug obtained 
from it. hen-harrier, n. The blue 
hawk, hen-house, n. A fowl-house, 
hen-peck, v.t. To rule (of a wife who 
has the upper hand of her husband), 
n. A wife who nags at her husband, 
hen-roost, n. A place for fowls to roost 
in. hen-wife, n. A woman who has the 
charge of fowls. 

hence (hens) [A.-S. heonan], adv. From 
this place, time, source, or origin; in con¬ 
sequence of this, therefore, int. Away, 
begone, depart, henceforth, hencefor¬ 
ward, adv. From this time forward, 
henchman (hench'man) [A.-S. hengest , 
horse, MAN], n. A male servant or attend¬ 
ant ; a faithful follower, 
hendecagon (hen-dek'a-gon) LGr. hendeka , 


eleven, gdnia , angle], n. A plane rect¬ 
ilinear figure of eleven sides or angles, 
hendecasyllable (hen-dek-a-sil'abl) [Gr. 
hendeka, eleven, SYLLABLE], n. A line of 
eleven syllables. 

henna (hen'a) [Arab, hinna ], n. The 
Egyptian privet; a dye from this used by 
Oriental women. 

hepatic (h6-p&t'ik) [Gr. hepar hepatos, the 
liver], a. Of or resembling the liver, 
hepta- [Gr. hepta, seven], comb. form. 
Consisting of seven. 

heptagon (hep'ta-gon) [hepta-, Gr. gOnia, 
angle], n. A plane rectilinear figure having 
seven sides and seven angles, heptag'- 
onal, a. 

heptangular (hep-ta.ng'gu-14r) [hepta-, 
angular], a. Having seven angles, 
heptarchy (hep'tar-ki) [HEPTA-, Gr. - archia , 
government], n. A government by seven 
rulers; the seven kingdoms flourishing in 
Britain from the 5th to the 8th century, 
her (her) [A.-S. hire], pron. Possessive, 
dative, or accusative case of personal 
pronoun SHE. 

herald (her'ald) [O.F. heralt ], n. An officer 
who proclaimed peace or war, challenged 
to battle, and carried messages between 
sovereigns and princes; an officer super¬ 
intending State ceremonies, granting, re¬ 
cording, and blazoning arms, tracing 
genealogies, etc.; (Jig.) a messenger, a 
precursor. v.t. To act as herald to: to 
proclaim, announce, usher in. heraldic 
(h6-nU'dik), a. heraldry (her'al-dri), n. 
The art or office of a herald; pomp, 
ceremony; heraldic bearings, 
herb (herb) [L. herba, grass], n. A plant 
producing shoots only of annual duration, 
one having medicinal, culinary, or aromatic 
properties; grass, green food for cattle, 
herbaceous (-ba'shus), a. Pertaining to 
or of the nature of herbs, herbage, n. 
Herbs collectively; grass, pasture; right 
of pasture, herbal, n. A book contain¬ 
ing the names of plants, with descriptions 
of their properties, etc. herbalist, n. 
One skilled in the uses of herbs; a dealer 
in medicinal herbs, herbarium (-bar'i- 
um), n. (pi. -ia). A systematic collection 
of dried plants. 

Herculean (h6r-ku'16-An), a. Pertaining to 
Hercules, a Greek hero, son of Jupiter and 
Alcmena, celebrated for his prodigious 
bodily strength; exceedingly strong or 
powerful. 

herd (1) (hSrd) [A.-S. keord], n. A number 
of beasts feeding or driven together; (fig.) 
a crowd of people, a rabble, v.i. To go 
in herds; to associate; to act as a herd 
or shepherd, v.t. To form or bring into 
a herd, herdsman, n. One who tends 
cattle. 

herd (2) [A.-S. hierde ], «. A keeper of a 
herd (usu. in comb., as shepherd, swine - 
herd). 

here (her) [A.-S. her], adv. In or to this 
place; hither; in this direction; in the 
present life or state; at this point; on 
this occasion: hence, n. This place, 
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point, or time, hereabouts', adv. About 
or near this place, hereaf'ter, adv. For 
the future; in a future state, n. A future 
state, hereby', adv. By this, by means 
of this; close by. herein', adv. In this; 
here, hereinafter, adv . Later in this 
(book, document, etc.), hereto', adv. 
Up to this place, point, or time, hereto¬ 
fore', adv. Up to or before this time; 
formerly, hereunto', adv. Up to this; 
hereto, hereupon', adv. Upon, after, or 
at this, in consequence of this, herewith', 
adv. With this. 

hereditable (he-red'i-tabl) [L. herediture , 
see HEIR], a. That may be inherited, 
hereditament (her-6-dit'&-ment) [as prec.], 
n. Property that may be inherited; real 
property. 

hereditary (h6-red'i-t&r-i) [as foil.], a 
Descending by inheritance; transmitted 
from generation to generation; holding by 
inheritance, hereditarily, 
heredity (h6-red'i-ti) [L. hSreditatas, from 
heris, heir], n. The tendency to transmit 
characters to one’s offspring; the tendency 
to resemble the parent, 
heresy (hcr'e-si) [Gr. hairesis , from haireis- 
thai, to choose], n. Departure from what 
is held to be true doctrine, her'esiarch, 
». A leader of a sect of heretics, 
heretic (her'e-tik) [as prec.], n. One who 
holds unorthodox opinions, esp. in religious 
matters, heretical,a. heretically, adv. 
heriot (her'i-ot) [A.-S. heregeatwe , military 
apparel], n. A fine payable to the lord of 
the fee on the decease of the tenant, 
heritable (her'i-tabl) [F., as hereditable], 
a. Capable of being inherited, 
heritage (her'i-taj) [as prec.], n. Property 
that passes to au heir; share, portion, an 
inherited quality, heritor, n. 
hermaphrodite (her-m&f'rd-dit) [Gr. Hcr- 
maphroditos , son of Hermes and Aphro¬ 
dite], n. An animal in which male and 
female characters or organs are combined, 
hermeneutic (ber-m6-nu'tik) [Gr. herme- 
neutikos ,], a. Interpreting, explanatory. 
7i.pl. The art or science of interpretation, 
hermetic (her-met'ifc), a. Of or belonging 
to alchemy, fabled to have originated with 
llermos Trismegistus; fitting so as to be 
air-tight, hermetically, adv. Sealed and 
air-tight by fusion. 

hermit (her'mit) [F. hermite, Gr. eremos, 
deserted], n. One who lives in solitary 
contemplation or devotion, an anchorite, 
hermitage, n. The cell of a hermit, 
hernia (h£r'ni-a) [L.], n. Rupture; pro¬ 
trusion of an organ from its natural place, 
hiero (hSr'5) [Gr. herds], n. ( pi. -roes, -r5z) 
A person of extraordinary valour; the 
principal male character in a novel, play, 
etc. 

heroic (hAro'ik) [as prec.], a. Pertaining 
to a hero; having the attributes of a hero; 
describing the deeds of heroes; bold, 
vigorous, n.pl. Heroic verses (in Lat. 
and Gr. the hexameter, in Eng. the five-foot 
iambic); high-flowa language or senti¬ 
ments. heroical, o. heroine (her'6-in), 


n. An heroic woman; the principal female 
character in a literary work or actual 
occurrence, heroism, n. 
heron (her'on) [O.F. hairon], n. A long- 
legged, long-necked wading bird, heronry, 
n. A place where herons breed, 
herring (her'ing) [A.-S. hoering ], n. A 
common marine fish of the North Atlantic 
moving in shoals and spawning near the j 
coast, herring-bone, a. Like the spine 
and bones of a herring; denoting masonry 
in which the stones are set obliquely in i 
alternate rows, or a kind of cross-stitch. 
v.t. To sew with herring-bone stitch, 
herself (h6r-self') [A.-S. hire self], pron. ! \ 
The emphatic and reflexive form of SHE. 
hesitate (hez'i-tfit) [L. hcesitare , freq. of 
hcerere , to stick, cling], v.t. To pause in 
action; to be undecided; to be reluctant | 
(to), hesitant, «. Dubious, vacillating, | 
undecided, hesitance,-tancy, n. hesi- { 

tatingly, adv. hesitation, n. 

Hesperian (hes-pSr'i-an) [Gr. Hesperos , the ? 
evening star], a. (poet.) Situated in the 
west, western. 

heter-, hetero- [Gr. heteros , other], comb, 
form. Different, abnormal; erroneous. * 

het'eroclite [Gr. heteroklitos (klinein , to 
be inflected)], a. Anomalous, irregular. . 

n. A word that deviates from the erdinary j 

forms of inflexion. 

heterodox (het'er-6-doks) [HETERO-, Gr. 
doxa, opinion], a. Contrary to received 
or established doctrines, principles, or stan¬ 
dards ; heretical; not orthodox, hetero¬ 
doxy, n. 

heterogeneous (het-er-6-j§'ne-<is) [hete- ' 

RO-, Gr. genos, kind], a. Diverse in char¬ 
acter or composition. 

hew (hu) [A.-S. hgawari], v.t. To cut (down, 
etc.) with an axe; to hack, chop, hewer, 
n. One who hews, esp. a miner, 
hexa- [Gr. hex , six], comb. form. 
hexagon (hek'sa-gon) [hexa-, Gr. gdnia , 
angle], n. A plane figure having six sides 
and six angles, hexag'onal, a. 
hexahedron (hek-sa-he'drdn) [HEXA-, Gr. 
hedra , seat, base], n. A solid body of six 
sides, esp. a regular cube, hexahedral, a. 
hexameter (hek-sam'e-ter) [hexa-, Gr. 
metron , see meter], n. Greek and Latin 
verse consisting of lines of six feet, of 
which the first five were dactyls or spon¬ 
dees, and the sixth a spondee or trochee, 
hexangular (hek-sang'gu-lAr) [HEXA-, AN¬ 
GULAR], a. Having six angles, 
hey (hi) [M.E. hei], inf. An exclamation 
of joy, surprise, interrogation, etc. hey¬ 
day (1), int. Expressing cheerfulness, 
wonder, etc. 

hey-day (2) (h&'da) [? HIGH-DAY], ». The 
prime, the time of unexhausted prosperity, 
etc. 

hiatus (hi-a'tus) [L., from hi&re, to yawn], * 
n. A gap, break, a lacuna in a manuscript, 
etc.; the coming together of two rowels, 
hibernal (hl-bSr'nal) [as next], a. Pertain¬ 
ing to winter. 

hibernate (hi'ber-nat) [L. hlbema , winter 
quarters, Mbemus , wintry], v.i. Te pass 
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the winter in sleep or torpor, as some 
animals, hi'bernant, a. 

Hibernian (hi-ber'ni-An) [L. Hibernia , Ire¬ 
land], a. Pertaining to Ireland, n. A 
native of Ireland. 

hiccup (hik'up) [imit. ( hiccough due to 
confusion with COUGH)], n. An audible 
catching of the breath due to spasmodic 
contraction of the diaphragm and glottis. 
v. To have hiccups; to utter with a 
hiccup. 

hickory (hik'6-ri) [N. Am. Ind.], n. A 
North American tree allied to the walnut, 
hidalgo (hi-d&l'go) [Sp.], n. A Spanish 
nobleman of the lowest class, a gentleman 
by birth. 

hide (1) (hid) [A.-S. liydan ], v.t. (past hid, 
hid, p.p. hidden, hidn, hid). To conceal; 
to put out of sight; to keep secret; to 
suppress, v.i. To lie concealed, to con¬ 
ceal oneself, hiding (1), n. Concealing, 
lying in concealment. 

hide (2) [A.-S. hyd], n. A skin, raw or 
dressed, v.t. ( colloq .) To flog, hide¬ 
bound, a. Having the skin very tight; 
having the bark so tight as to impede 
growth (of trees); narrow-minded, bigoted, 
hiding (2), n. ( colloq .) A thrashing, 
hideous (hid'6-iis) [M.E. hidous, O.P. hidos], 
a. Horrible, frightful, or shocking to the 
eye or ear; ghastly, hideousness, n. 
hie (hi) [A.-S. hlgian], v.i. ( pres.p. hying) 
To hasten, hurry. 

hierarch (h!'6r-ark) [Gr. hieros , sacred, 
archcin , to govern], n. One who has 
authority in sacred things, a chief priest, 
archbishop, hierar'chic, -al, a. 
hierarchy (hi'6r-ar-ki) [as prec.], n. A 
rank or order of sacred persons; one of 
orders of angels; priestly or ecclesiastical 
government; organization of a priesthood 
in grades or orders. 

hieratic (hl-6r-&t'ik) [Gr. hier&tikos, from 
hierasthai , to be a priest], a. Pertaining 
to the priesthood, priestly; applied to 
ancient Egyptian characters and to early 
styles in Egyptian and Greek art. 
hiero- [Gr. hieros , holy], comb. form. 

Sacred; pertaining to sacred things, 
hieroglyph (hI'6r-6-glif) [hiero-, Gr. 
gluphe, carving], n. The figure of an 
animate or inanimate object used to repre¬ 
sent a word, a kind of writing among the 
ancient Egyptians, Aztecs, etc.; a symbol 
employed to convey a secret meaning, 
hieroglyphic, a. 

hierophant (hI'6r-6-fant) [HEIRO-, Gr. phai- 
nein , to show], n. One who explains the 
mysteries of religion. 

higgle (higl) [?], v.i. To chaffer; to make 
a fuss about trifles as in striking a bargain, 
higgledy-piggledy (higl'di-pigl'di) [?], 
adv. In confusion, topsy-turvy, 
high (hi) [A.-S. htah], a. Lofty, elevated; 
rising or extending upwards for or to a 
specified extent; upper, inland; exalted 
in rank, position, office, or character; 
proud, lofty in tone or temper; great, 
extreme, intense; full, consummate; far 
advanced (of time); costly (in price); 


lively, boisterous, violent; (Afxis.) sharp ; 
acute in pitch; tainted, strong-smelling 
fof meat K £tc.). adv. To a great altitude, 
aloft; in or to a high degree; eminently, 
powerfully; at a high price; at or to a 
high pitch, high-brow, a. (Am.) Intel¬ 
lectual, superior, n. A highly superior 
person; one who takes an academic line, 
high day : A feast, a festival; broad 
daylight, noon, highfalutin, a. Bom¬ 
bastic, affected, n. Bombast, fustian, 
high-flown, a. Proud, turgid, bombastic, 
high-flyer, n. One who is extravagant 
in opinions or pretensions, high-flying, 
a. Extravagant in opinions, claims, etc. 
high-handed, a. Overbearing, domineer¬ 
ing, arbitrary, high-jinks, n.pl. High 
festivities or revelry; great sport, high¬ 
lands, n.pl. A mountainous region, esp. 
of Scotland. Highland, a. Pertaining to 
the Highlands of Scotland. Highlander, 
». An inhabitant of these, high-lows, 
n.pl. Laced boots reaching to the ankle, 
highly, adv. In a high degree, extremely, 
intensely; honourably, favourably, high- 
minded, a. Magnanimous; having 
honourable pride, highness, n. Quality 
or state of being high; a title of honour 
given to princes. high-pitched, a. 
Aspiring, haughty; steeply sloping (of 
roofs); (Mus.) tuned high, high-priest, 
n. A chief priest, esp. the head of the 
Jewish hierarchy, high road: A main 
road, highway, high seas : The open 
sea or ocean, high-sounding, a. Pom¬ 
pous, ostentatious, high-stomached, a. 
Haughty, high-strung, a. Extremely 
sensitive, of acute nervous temperament, 
high-toned, a. High in pitch; strong in 
sound; high-principled, highway, n. A 
public road open to all. highwayman, 
n. One who robs on the highway, high- 
wrought, a. Inflamed to a high degree 
(of feelings). 

*hight (hit) [A.-S. h&tan, to call], v.i. (3rd 
sing. past). To be named or called. 

hilarious (hi-lar'i-us) [Gr. hilaros ], a. 
Cheerful, mirthful, merry, hilarity, n. 

hill (hil ) [A.-S. hyll], n. A natural elevation 
on the earth, a small mountain, a mound, 
hillock, n. A little hill or mound. 

hilt (hilt) [A.-S.], n. The handle of a sword 
or dagger, hilted, a. 

him (him) [HE], pron. The objective or 
accusative case of HE. himself (him¬ 
self'), pron. An emphatic or reflexive form 
Of HE or HTM. 

hind (1) (hind) [A.-S.], n. The female of 
the red deer. 

hind (2) [A.-S. hlna, domestics], n. A 
farm-servant: a peasant, rustic. 

hind (3), hinder (1) (hln'd&r) [A.-S. 
fiindan ], a. Pertaining to or situated at 
the back, hind-foremost, hind-first, a. 
and adv. hindmost, a. The last; that 
is or comes last of all. 

hinder (2) (hin'd6r) [A.-S. hindriari], v.t. 
To obstruct, impede; to prevent from 
proceeding, v.i. To cause a hindrance; 
to interpose impediments, hindrance, n. 
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Hindu (hin-doo') [Pers., hind, India], n. 
A native of India, not of Parsee, Mussul¬ 
man, or Christian descent, a. Pertaining 
to the Hindus. 

hinge (hinj) [M.E. heng, cogn. with HANG], 
n. The joint on which a door or lid turns; 
the point on which anything depends or 
turns, v.i. To turn on or as on a hinge; 
to depend (upon). 

hinny (hin'i) [Gr. hinnos], n. The offspring 
of a stallion and a she-ass. 
hint (hint) [?], n. A distant allusion; an 
indirect mention or suggestion, v.t. To 
mention indirectly, suggest, v.i. To make 
remote allusion. 

hinterland (hin'ter-land) [G.], n. The 
region situated behind that on the coast 
or along a river, etc. 

hip (1) (hip) [A.-S. hype], n. The project¬ 
ing fleshy part covering the hip-joint; the 
haunch; the external angle formed by the 
sides of a roof. 

hip (2) (hip) [A.-S. hSope ], n. The fruit of 
the dog-rose. 

hip (3) (hip), int. An exclamation, usu. 
twice or three times repeated, introducing 
a hurrah. 

hippo-, hipp- [Gr. hippos , a horse], comb, 
form. Pertaining to or resembling a 
horse. 

hippocampus (hip-6-k&m'pus) [HIPPO-, Gr. 
kampos , sea-monster], n. A small fish, the 
sea-horse. 

hippodrome (hip'6-drom) [hippo-, Gr. 
dromos , a course], n. A circus, anciently 
for equestrian games and chariot races, 
hlppogriff (hip'6-grif) [HIPPO-, It. grifo , 
griffin], n. A fabulous creature, half 
horse and half griffin; a winged horse, 
hippopotamus (hip-6-pot'a-mus) [HIPPO-, 
Gr. potamos , river], n. A gigantic African 
pachydermatous amphibious quadruped, 
hircine (hSr'sin) [L. hircus , he-goat], a. 

Goatishj strong smelling, 
hire (hit) [A.-S. hyr], n. The price paid 
for services or the use of things; the 
engagement for such a price; (Jig.) a bribe. 
v.t. To procure at a price for temporary 
use; to employ (a person) for a stipulated 
payment; to grant the use of for a stipu¬ 
lated price; to bribe, hireling, n. One 
who serves for hire; a mercenary, hirer, 
n. One who hires or lets on hire, 
hirsute (her'sut) [L. hirsUtus ], a. Hairy, 
shaggy, unshorn. 

hirundine (hi-r&n'dln) [L. hirundo , a swal¬ 
low], a. Like a swallow, 
his (hiz) [A.-S.], pron. and o. Of or 
belonging to him. 

hiss (his) [imit.], v.i. To make a sound 
like that of the letter s , to make a sibilant 
sound; to express disapprobation thus. 
v.t. To utter with a hissing sound; to 
condemn or drive (away, etc.) thus. h. A 
hissing sound. 

hist (hist) [imit.], int. Silence! hush! 
listen 1 

historian (his-t6r'i-&n) [as history], n. A 
writer of history; one versed in history, 
historic (his-tor'ik) [as history], a. Cele¬ 


brated in history, associated with historical 
events, historical, a. 
historiographer (his-tor-i-og'ra-fSr) [late 
L. historiographus (HISTORY, -GRAPHER)], n. 
A writer of history, esp. an official his¬ 
torian. 

history (his'tbr-i) [L. and Gr. historia , from 
histdr , knowing], n. A systematic record 
of past events; a study of or a book 
dealing with the past of any country, 
people, science, art, etc.; past events; an 
eventful past, an interesting career, 
histrionic (his-tri-on'ik) [L. histrio , an 
actor], a. Pertaining to actors or acting; 
theatrical; affected, unreal, n.pl. Art of 
theatrical representation; (fig.) humbug, 
hit (hit) [Scand.], v.t. To strike, esp. after 
taking aim; (fig.) to guess; to affect, to 
wound, v.i. To strike (at, against, etc.); 
(fig.) to agree, suit, fall in with. n. A 
blow, a stroke; (fig.) a lucky chance; a 
felicitous expression; a successful effort, 
hitch (hich) [?], v.t. To fasten loosely; to 
hook; to pull up with a jerk. v.i. To 
move with jerks; to become entangled, 
n. A stoppage; an impediment, a tem¬ 
porary difficulty; the act of catching, as 
on a hook; a pull or jerk up; (Naut.) 
various kinds of knots, 
hither (hhA'6r) [A.-S. hider ], adv. To this 
place, end, or point; in this direction. 
a. Situated on this side; the nearer (of 
two objects), hitherto, adv. Up to this 
limit or time. 

hive (hlv) [A.-S. hyf ], n. An artificial house 
for bees; bees inhabiting a hive; (fig.) a 
place swarming with busy occupants, v.t. 
To secure in a hive; (fig.) to house as in a 
hive; to store up for future use. v.i. To 
enter or live in a hive; to take shelter or 
swarm together, as bees, 
hoar (hor) [A.-S. Mr], o. Greyish-white; 
grey with age; ancient; white with foam, 
n. Antiquity; hoar-frost, rime, hoar¬ 
frost, n. Frozen dew, white frost, 
hoard (h5rd) [A.-S. hord], n. A store, 
money laid by; an accumulated stock of 
anything, v.t. To collect and lay by; to 
store up. v.i. To amass and store up 
things, hoarder, n. 

hoarding (hor'ding) [O.F. hourd, scaffold], 
v. A screen of boards round a building 
being built or repaired; a screen for posting 
bills on. 

hoarse (h5rs) [A.-S. Ms], a. Rough (of 
the voice); grating, discordant; having 
such a voice, as from a cold, 
hoary (h6r'i) [HOAR, -Y], a. Whitish-grey 
as with age; of great antiquity; venerable, 
hoariness, n. 

hoax (hoks) [?], n. A practical joke, 
or sportive deception, v.t. To play a 
practical joke upon, to delude in sport, 
hob (hob) [?], n. The part of a grate on 
which things are placed to be kept warm, 
hobble (hobl) [Dut. hobbelen , to rock about], 
v.i. To walk lamely or awkwardly; to 
move in a halting way. v.t. To shackle 
the legs of (horses, etc.). n. An awkward, 
uneven, or limping gait; a clog, etc. 
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hobbledehoy (hobl-de-hoi') [?], «. A raw, 
awkward young fellow, 
hobby (1) (hob'i) [O.F. hobct], n. A small 
British falcon. 

hobby (2) [O.F. hobin], n. An easy ambling 
horse; a hobby-horse; one’s favourite 
recreation or pursuit, hobby-horse, n. 
A figure rudely imitating a horse used in 
morrice-dances, etc.; a child’s rocking- 
horse; a hobby. 

hobgoblin (hob'gob-lin) [obs. hob , an elf, 
GOBLIN], n. A kind of goblin, esp. one 
of a frightful appearance, 
hobnail (hob'nal) [HOB, NAIL], n. A short 
thick nail with a large head, used for heavy 
boots. 

hob-nob (hob'nob) [A.-S. habban , to have, 
mbban , not to have], v.i. To associate 
familiarly (with). 

hock (hok) [G. H ochheimer], n, A light 
wine, still or sparkling, 
hockey (hok'i) [F. hoquet, a crook], n. A 
game of ball played with a club having a 
curved end. 

hocus (hS'kfts) [mock L.], v.t. To take in, 
to impose upon,' to stupefy with drugs; 
to put a drug into (liquor). n. A cheat, 
an impostor; drugged liquor, hocus- 
pocus : A juggler’s trick, a fraud, a hoax, 
hod (hod) [?], n. A wooden holder on a 
long handle for carrying mortar or bricks 
on the shoulder, hodman, n. A labourer 
who carries a hod for bricklayers, etc. 
hodge-podge (hoj'poj) [hotchpotch], n. 
A mixture or medley. 

hoe (h5) [F. houe ], n. A tool used to scrape 
or stir up earth, root out weeds, etc v.t. 
To scrape or loosen (ground), cut (weeds), 
or dig (up) with a hoe. v.i. To use a 
hoe. 

hog (hog) [?], n. A swine, esp. a castrated 
boar meant for killing; (pr««\) a sheep or 
bullock a year old; (fig.) a dirty, glutton¬ 
ous, or low fellow, v.t. To cut short like 
the bristles of a hog. v.i. To droop at 
both ends, hogget, n. A yearling sheep; 
a colt of a year old. hoggish, a. hog- 
mane, n. A horse’s mane cut so as to 
stand erect, hog-wash, n. Refuse used 
for feeding hogs. 

hogmanay (hog'ma-nA) [?], n. In Scot¬ 
land, the last day of the year, 
hogshead (hogz'hed) [hoo, head], n. A 
measure containing 52$ imperial gal.; a 
large cask; a butt. 

hoist (hoist) [?], v.t. To raise or heave 
up; to lift with tackle; to run up (a sail 
or flag), n. Act of lifting or hoisting up; 
an apparatus for raising; a lift, 
hoity-toity (hoi'ti-toi'ti) [?], int. An ex¬ 
clamation of astonishment mixed with 
contempt. 

hold (1) (hold) [A.-S. healdari ], v.t. ( past 
and p.p. held, *p.p- hoi den) To grasp 
and retain; to keep in, confine, enclose, 
contain; to be able to contain; to keep 
back, restrain; to retain possession or 
control of; to possess; to regard, to 
maintain or assert (that); to celebrate. 
v.i. To maintain a grasp or attachment; 


to continue firm, not to break; to be 
valid or true, to stand; to be consistent; 
(usu. in imper.) to stop, refrain, hold-all, 
n. A hand-bag or case for carrying clothes, 
etc. holder, n. A tenant, an owner, 
holder-forth, n. One who harangues, 
holdfast, n. A means by which something 
is clamped to another; a support, hold¬ 
ing, n. A grasp; tenure or occupation, 
esp. land, property, stocks, etc., held, 
hold (2) [from prec.], n. Act of grasping 
in the hands; a grasp, clutch; a support, 
anything to hold bv ; (fig.) moral influence; 
possession; a fortified place, 
hold (3) [corr. of foil.], n. The cavity of a 
ship, in which carg<Tis stowed, 
hole (hoi) [A.-S. hoi], n. A hollow place 
or cavity ; an aperture, orifice, perforation; 
a wild animal’s burrow; ( Golf ) a point 
made by the player who drives his ball 
from one hole to another with the fewest 
strokes, the distance between two con¬ 
secutive holes; (fig.) a difficulty, a fix. 
hole-and-corner, a. Secret, clandestine, 
holiday (hol'i-da) [A.-S. hoeligdoeg , holy 
day], n. A day of exemption from work ; 
any period dpvoted to pleasure or amuse¬ 
ment; a vacation. 

Holland (hol'and) [name of country], n. 
Coarse unbleached linen with a glazed 
surface, hollands, n. A kind of gin. 
hollow (hol'd) [M.E. holwe , A.-S. holge ], a. 
Containing a cavity; not solid; sunken, 
concave; empty; deep (of sounds); (fig.) 
insincere, not genuine, n. A depression 
or unoccupied space; a cavity, hole. v.t. 
To make hollow, to excavate, 
holly (hoTi) [A.-S. holen], n. A shrub or 
tree with glossv, prickly leaves, 
hollyhock (hol'i-hok) [M.E. holi, holy, hoc , 
mallow], n. A tall garden plant with red, 
yellow, aDd other coloured flowers, 
holm (1) (hdm) [Icel. hdlmr ], n. Flat 
ground along the’sideof a river; an island in 
a river. 

holm (2) (horn) [A.-S. holen , HOLLY], n. 
The ilex or evergreen oak, the holm- 
oak. 

holo- [Gr. holos , whole], comb. form. Entire, 
complete; completely, 
holocaust (hoTo-kawst) [HOLO-, Gr. kausO , 
will burn], n. A sacrifice entirely con¬ 
sumed by fire; (fig.) a general destruction, 
esp. by fire. 

holograph (hol'6-grSf) [HOLO-, Gr. grap- 
hein . to write], a. Wholly in the hand¬ 
writing of the author or signatory, n. A 
document, etc., so written, 
holster (hol'ster) [Dut.], n. A leather case 
to hold a pistol. 

holt (bffit) [A.-S.], n. A wood, a copse, 
holy (hd'li) [A.-S. halig], a. Sacred; set 
apart for sacred use; morally pure: free; 
sin. holily, adv. holiness, n. The 
state of being holy; moral purity or 
integrity; the state of being consecrated 
to God or His worship; that which is so 
consecrated, his Holiness : A title of 
the Pope, holystone, n. A soft sand¬ 
stone used for scrubbing decks, v,t. To 
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scrub with this. holy writ: Sacred 
Scriptures, the Bible. 

homage (hom'Aj) [L. homo , man], n. The 
service paid and fealty professed to a 
superior; deference, obeisance, worship, 
home (horn) [A.-S. Mm], n. One’s own 
abode, or that of one’s family; one’s own 
country; the place where anything is 
indigenous; a place of rest or comfort; 
a charitable institution for orphans, the 
destitute, or the afflicted; the goal in 
various games, a. Connected with home 
or one’s native country; domestic, op¬ 
posed to foreign; (fig.) personal, touching 
the heart or conscience, adv. To one’s 
home or country; to the point, closely, 
intimately. v.i. To tty home (of 
pigeons); (fig.) to go home. v.t. To send 
(pigeons) home; to provide with a home, 
home-born, a. Native, domestic, natural, 
home-coming, n. and a. homeless, a. 
homely, a Plain, not handsome; simple; 
without affectation, unpretending; un¬ 
adorned. homeliness, n. homeward, 
adv. Towards home. o. Being or going 
in the direction of home, homekeeping, 
a. Staying at home, untravelled, home¬ 
sick, a. home-sickness, n. A vehement 
desire to return home, causing depression 
of spirits, homespun, a. Spun at home; 
home-made; (fig.) plain, unaffected, rude. 
n. Cloth spun at home, homestead, n. 
A house, esp. a farmhouse, with the build¬ 
ings attached. 

Homeric (hb-mer'ik), a. Pertaining to 
Homer or his poems; resembling Homer’s 
poems in style. 

homicide (hom'i-sid) [L. homicldium , 
manslaughter], n. The act of killing a 
human being; one who kills another, 
homici'dal, a. 

homily (hom'i-li) [L. homllia , as prec.], n. 
A religious discourse; a tedious moral 
exhortation. 

hominy (hom'i-ni) [N. Am.-Ind.], n. 
Maize hulled and coarsely ground, boiled 
for food. 

homo-, horn- [Gr. homos , same], comb, 
form. Noting likeness or sameness, 
homoeo- [Gr. homoios , of the same kind, 
similar], comb. form. 

homoeopathy (hd-mi-op'A-thi) [Gr., 
HOMCEO-, pathy], n. The system of 
administering in small doses medicines 
which would produce in healthy persons 
symptoms similar to those they are 
designed to remove, homoeopatb'ic, 
a. 

homogeneous (hom-6-jS-ni-iis) [homo-, 
Gr. genos, kind], a. Composed of similar 
parts or elements; of the same kind or 
nature throughout, homogeneity, n. 
homologate (h0-mol'6-gat) [homo-, Gr. 
legein , to speak], v.t. To admit, concede; 
to approve, confirm, homologa'tion. n. 
homologous (hd-moPo-gils) [homo-, Gr. 
logos , ratio], a. Having the same relative 
position, proportion, value, structure, 
homonym (hom'6-nim)[HOMO-,Gr. onnma , 
name], ». A word having the same 


sound and perhaps the same spelling as 
another, but differing in meaning, 
homunculus, -uncle (hd-mung-kuihs, 
-munkl) [L., dim. of M/no, man], n. A 
little man; a dwarf. 

hone (hon) [A.-S. Mn], n. A stone for 
giving an edge to a cutting tool. v.t. To 
sharpen on this. 

honest (on'Ast) [L. honestus, from honos , 
HONOUR], a. Upright, fair, trustworthy; 
just, equitable; open, sincere, honourable; 
chaste, virtuous; unimpeached; re¬ 
spectable; worthy, honesty, n. 
honey (hun'i) [A.-S. hunig ], n. A sweet 
viscid product collected from plants by 
bees, and used as food; (fig.) sweetness; 
a term of endearment, honeycomb, n. 
A waxy substance formed in hexagonal 
cells by bees for the reception of honey 
and for the eggs and larvae, v.t. To fill 
with holes or cavities, honeymoon, n. 
The first month after marriage, often spent 
by the married couple in travel or pleasure- 
making. v.i. To spend the honeymoon 
(in, at, etc.), honeysuckle, n. The 
woodbine, a wild climbing plant with 
sweet-scented flowers. 

honorarium (hon-6-rar'i-um) [as foil.], n. 
payment to a professional man for his 
services. 

honorary (on'6r-Ar-i) [L. lionorarius , from 
honos , HONOUR], a. Conferred, etc., as a 
mark of honour; holding an office with¬ 
out payment or without undertaking the 
duties; not enforceable by law (of duties 
or obligations). 

honour (on'6r) [L. hondrem, nom. honos\ n. 
Respect, esteem, reverence; reputation, 
glory, distinction; high rank; nobleness 
of mind; conformity to the accepted code 
of social conduct; chastity; (pi.) court¬ 
eous attentions; (Univ. y pi.) distinction 
awarded for high proficiency; a title of 
address given to county court judges, etc.; 
(pi.) the four highest trump cards, v.t. 
To treat with reverence or respect; to 
bestow honour upon; to dignify, exalt; to 
acknowledge; to accept and pay when 
due (as a bill), honourable, a. Worthy 
of honour; illustrious, noble; conferring 
honour; actuated by principles of honour; 
proceeding from a laudable cause; not 
base; a title of respect or distinction borne 
by the children of peers below the rank of 
marquess, maids of honour. Justices of the 
High Court, etc. honourably, adv. 
hood (hud) [A.-S. hod 1, n. A loose cover¬ 
ing for the head and neck; an appendage 
to an academic gown marking a degree; 
anything resembling a hood, a carriage-top. 
v.t. To dress in a hood; to blind, cover, 
hooded, a. hoodwink, v.t. To blind¬ 
fold; (fig.) to deceive, take in. 
hoof (hoof) [A.-S. M/], n. (pi. hoofs, 
hooves) The horny covering of the feet 
of horses, oxen, etc. 

hook (huk) [A.-S. Me], n. A curved piece 
of metal for catching or suspending; a 
barbed and pointed wire for catching fish; 
a sickle; a sharp bend. v.t. To catch or 
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hold with a hook; to fasten with hooks. 
v.i. To fit or fasten (on) with or as 
with hooks, hook-nosed, a. Having an 
aquiline nose, hooked (hukt), o. Bent; 
furnished with hooks. 

hookah (huk'4) [Arab, huqqah ], n. A 
tobacco-pipe in which the smoke passes 
through water. 

hooligan (hooHi-gan) [pers. Irish name], 
n. A street rough given to violent attacks 
on persons, hooliganism, n. 
hoop (hoop) [A.-S. hop], n. A strip of 
wood or metal bent into a ring to hold the 
staves of casks, etc., together, v.t. To 
bind with hoops; to encircle, hooping- 
cough [WHOOP]. 

hoopoe (hoo'po) [P. huppe ], n. A bird 
with large crest and fine plumage, 
hoot (hoot) [M.B. houteri], v.i. To shout in 
derision or contempt; to cry as an owl. 
v.t. To shout (down, out, away, etc.) in 
contempt or derision, n. A cry like 
that of an owl; a shout in contempt, etc. 
hooter, n. One who or that which hoots; 
a steam-whistle or siren, 
hop (1) (hop) [A.-S. hoppian\ v.i. To 
spring on one foot; to skip with both feet 
(as birds) or with all four feet (as quad¬ 
rupeds); to limp. v.t. To jump lightly 
over. n. A jump, spring, or light leap on 
one foot; ( colloq .) a dance, hop-o’-my- 
thumb, n. A pigmy, hopper (1), n. 
One who hops; a hopping insect; a funnel- 
shaped vessel for feeding material to a 
machine, a mill, into cars, eto.; a barge for 
receiving mud, etc., from a dredging- 
machine. 

hop (2) [M.Dut. fioppe], n. A perennial 
climbing plant, the mature cones of which 
are used in brewing, v.i. To pick hops, 
hopper, (2), n. A hop-picker, hop- 
picker, n. One who gathers hops; a 
machine for this purpose, hop-yard, 
-garden, n. A field where hops are 
grown. 

hope (hop) [A.-S. hopa] y n. An expectant 
desire; confidence in a future event; a 
ground for expectation or confidence; the 
object of one’s desires, v.i. To trust 
with confidence; to look (for) with desire 
or expectation. v.t. To expect with 
desire; to look forward to with trust, 
hopeful, o. hopefulness, n. hope¬ 
less, a. 

Horatian (hd-ra'shi-an), o. Pertaining to 
or resembling the poetry of Horace (Lat. 
poet, d. B.O. 8). 

horde (hord) [Turk. ordH y camp], n. A 
nomadic tribe; a gang, a multitude (usu. 
in contempt), v.i. To live in hordes; to 
gather together in gangs, 
horehound (hor'hound) [A.-S. hdrehune ], 
n. A common herb, Marrubium vulgare. 
horizon (hd-ri'zdn) [Gr. honzein , to bound], 
The circular line where the sky and the 
earth seem to meet; (Jig.) the boundary 
of one’s mental vision, experience, etc. 
horizontal (hor-i-zon'tal) [prec.], a. Per¬ 
taining to the horizon, 
horn (horn) [A.-S.], n. A projecting bony 


growth on the heads of certain animals; 
the substance of which such arc composed; 
anything made of or like a horn in shape, 
as a powder-flask or drinking-vessel; the 
feeler of a snail, etc.; an extremity of the 
moon when on the wane or waxing; a 
metal wind instrument, (fig.) one of the 
alternatives of a dilemma, v.t. To gore, 
hornbeam, n. A small tree yielding a 
tough timber, hornbill, n. An Indian 
bird with bone-crested bill, horned, a. 
hornpipe, n. An old wind instrument; 
a lively ‘dance; the music for this, 
horny, a. 

hornblende (hdrn'blend) [G.], n. A dark- 
coloured mineral consisting of silica, 
magnesia, lime, and iron, 
hornet (hfir'n6t) [A.-S. hyrnef), n. A large 
social wasp with a formidable sting, 
horo- [Gr. hdra , a season, hour], comb. form. 
Pertaining to times or seasons, or to the 
measurement of time. 

horologe (hor'6-loj) [horo-, Gr. legeiii , to 
tell], n. An instrument for showing the 
hour, a time-piece. 

horoscope (hor'6-skop) [HORO-, Gr. skopos, 
observer], n. (Astrol.) An observation of 
the planets, etc., at the moment of one’s 
birth, in order to foretell one’s future, 
horrible (hor'ibl) [L. horribilis , from 
horrere % to bristle, shudder], a. Causing 
horror; dreadful, shocking, harrowing, 
horrid (hor'id) [L. horridus , as prec.], a. 
Causing horror; shocking; extremely un¬ 
pleasant, frightful, horridly, adv. 
horrify (hor'i-fl) [as prec., -FY], v.t. To 
strike with horror; (colloq.) to scandalize, 
horror (hor'dr) [L. horrdr, as prec.], n. 
Bread or terror, mingled with detestation 
or abhorrence; that which excites terror 
or repulsion. 

horse (hors) [A.-8. hors] y n. A solid-hoofed 
quadruped, domesticated and employed as 
beast of draught and burden; the adult 
male; (collect.) cavalry; a frame or other 
device used as a support, etc.; a vaulting- 
block ; appliances used in various 
trades, v.t. To provide with a horse or 
horses; (fig.) to carry on the back; to put 
astride of anyone for flogging, horse¬ 
back, n. The back of a horse, horse¬ 
block, ». A block to assist a person in 
mounting on horseback, horse-box, n. 
A closed van for taking horses by rail; a 
compartment for horses on ship-board or 
in a stable, a box for slinging horses 
on board, horse-chestnut, n. A large 
variety of chestnut with coarse, bitter 
fruit, horsehair, n. The long hair of 
the mane and tail of horses, a. Made of 
this, horse-latitudes, n.pl. The region 
of calms on the northern edge of the 
north-east trade winds, horse-leech, 
n. A farrier; a large kind of leech which 
is often drawn in by horses and cattle 
when drinking; (fig.) a rapacious person 
(Prov. xxx.. 15). horseman, n. One 
skilled in the management of horses, 
horsemanship, n. horse-play, ». 
Bough, boisterous play, horse-power, n , 
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A unit of measurement of mechanical 
work, equivalent to 33,000 foot-pounds 
per minute; mechanical power expressed 
in such units, horse-radish, n. A plant 
with a pungent, acrid root, used as a 
condiment, horse-sense, n. Rough, 
practical common sense, horseshoe, n. 
A shoo for horses: anything resembling 
this in shape, a. Shaped like this, 
horsewhip, n. A whip for driMng horses. 
v.t. To flog with a horsewhip; to thrash, 
horsewoman, n. A woman skilled in 
riding or managing horses, horsy, a. 
Pertaining to or fond of horses or horse¬ 
racing. horsiness, n. 
hortative (hor'ta-tiv) [L. hortdrl , to 
exhort], hortatory (h6r'tA-t6r-i),a. Giving 
or containing advice or encouragement, 
horticulture (hfir'ti-k&l-chilr) [L. hortus, 
garden, CULTURE], ». The art of cultivating 
or managing gardens, horticultural, a. 
hosanna (ho-sSn'4) [Heb., save, we pray], 
n. A prayer for blessing; a shout of 
adoration. 

hose (hdz) [A.-S. hosa], n. (collect.) 
Orig., close-fitting breeches; stockings; 
(as sing, with pi. hoses) flexible tubing 
as for fire-engine service. half-hose, 
n. Socks, hosier (hfi'zh6r), n. One 
who deals in hosiery. hosiery, n. 
Stockings and other underclothing, 
hospice (hos'pis)[L. Aojp&ttm, from hospes, 
guest], n. A place for the reception of 
travellers as among the Alps; a home for 
the needy or afflicted, 
hospitable (hos'pi-tabl) [as prec.], o. 
Entertaining or disposed to entertain 
strangers or guests with kindness, hos¬ 
pitably, adv. hospital'ity, n. Liberal 
entertainment of strangers or guests, 
hospital (hos'pi-tal) [O.F., as hospice], n. 
An institution for the reception and treat¬ 
ment of the sick or injured; applied to 
some charitable foundations, hos'pi- 
taller, n. One of a religious brotherhood 
which relieved the poor, strangers, and the 
sick. 

host (1) (hdst) [O.F. hoste, L. hospes, 
hospitem ], n. One who entertains another; 
the landlord of an inn. hostess, n. 
host (2) [O.F., from L. hostis , stranger, 
enemy], n. An army; a multitude, 
host (3) [M.E. osle , L. hostia , sacrificial 
victim], n. The consecrated bread or 
wafer used in the eucharist. 
hostage (hos't&j) [O.F.], n. One given in 
pledge for the performance of certain 
conditions or for the safety of others, 
hostel (hos'tM) [O.F., as hospital], n. An 
inn; a house or hall for the residence of 
students, hostelry, n. An inn. 
hostile (hos'til) [L. hostilis, as HOST (2)], a. 
Pertaining to an enemy; unfriendly; 
inimical, hostility, n. 
hot (hot) [A.-S. hat), a. Having a high 
temperature; having much sensible heat; 
burning, acrid, pungent; ardent, impetu¬ 
ous; passionate, excited, trying; strong 
(of scent); recent (of news), adv. Hotly; 
ardently, angrily, hotbed, n. A bed of 


earth heated by means of fermenting 
manure, used for raising early and tender 
plants; (Jig.) any place which favours 
rapid growth (of disease, vice, etc.), hot- 
blooded, a. Excitable, irritable, hot¬ 
headed, a. Fiery, impetuous, passionate, 
hot-house, n. A plant-house where a 
relatively high artificial temperature is ! 
maintained to facilitate growth, hot¬ 
pot, n. Meat cooked with potatoes in a 
closed pot. 

hotchpot (hoch'pot) [F. hochepot ], n. A 
general commixture of property to secure | 
equal division (among heirs of an intestate R 
person, etc.). 

hotchpotch (hoch'poch) [corr. of prec.], n. 

A confused mixture; a dish of various 
ingredients. 

hotel (hd-tel') [F., as HOSTEL], n. A 
superior inn for the entertainment of 
strangers and travellers; in France, a 
town mansion. 

Hottentot (hot'6n-tot) [Dut.], *. A 

member of an aboriginal S. African race, 
hough (hok) [A.-S. hdk], n. The joint f 
between the knee and the fetlock in the 
hind-leg of quadrupeds, v.t. To ham¬ 
string. 

hound (hound) [A.-S. hund ], n. A dog 
used in hunting; one of those who chase 
the hares in hare and hounds; (Jig.) a 
mean, contemptible fellow, v.t. To hunt 
with or as with hounds; to set on ths 
chase; to urge on. 

hour (our) [L. and Gr. Mra, season, hour], 
n. The twenty-fourth part of a natural 
day, sixty minutes; a particular time; 
(Astron.) fifteen degrees of longitude; (pi.) 
times appointed for work, etc.; (R.-C. Ch.) 
certain prayers to be said at fixed times, 
hour-glass, n. A glass having two bulb 3 
and a connecting opening through which 
the sand runs, used for measuring small 
periods of time. 

hour! (hoor'i) [Pers. rtflrf, from Arab. 
haurd, having gazelle-like eyes], n. A 
nymph of the Mohammedan paradise, 
house (1) (hous) [A.-S. hUs], n. A building 
for shelter or residence; a dwelling, place 
of abode, place used for a specified purpose 
(as bake-house , hen-house , ware-house) ; the 
abode of a fraternity, the fraternity itself; 
a household; a family, esp. noble; one 
of the legislative assemblies of a country; 
a quorum of this; a theatre; an audience; s 
a commercial establishment or firm; 
(Astrol.) the station of a planet in the 
heavens; a twelfth part of the heavens, 
house-agent, n. One who sells and lets 
houses, collects rents, etc. house-boat, 
n. A boat or barge for living in. house¬ 
breaker, n. One who breaks into houses, 
a burglar; a workman who pulls down 
houses, household, n. Those who live 
together under the same roof; a domestic 
establishment, a. Pertaining to the 
family, domestic, householder, n. The 
head of a household, the occupier of a 
hduse. housekeeper, n. An upper 
female servant who manages the affairs of 
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a household; a person in charge of a place 
of business, etc. housekeeping, n. The 
care of a household; domestic economy, 
houseleek, n. A plant with thick fleshy 
leaves, growing on walls, houseless, a. 
housemaid, n. A female servant em¬ 
ployed to keep a house clean, etc. 
house-surgeon, -physician, n. A 
resident surgeon or physician in a hospital, 
house-warming, n. A merry-making 
on going into a new house, housewife 
(hous'wif), n. The mistress of a family; 
a female domestic manager; (huz'if) a 
case for holding pins, needles, and the 
like, housewifery (hous'wif-ri), n. 
house (2) (houz) [A.-S. hHsian t as prec.], 
v.t. To place or store in a house; to 
shelter, v.i. To have a lodging, to dwell, 
hovel (hovl) [?], n. A shed open at the 
sides; a miserable dwelling-house, 
hover (hov'Sr) [?], v.i. To hang or remain 
(over or about) fluttering or on the wing; 
(fig.) to be irresolute, to waver, 
how (hou) [A.-S. ha], adv. In what way 
or manner; by what means; to what 
extent, degree, etc.; in what condition; 
by what name; at what price, howbe'it, 
adv. Nevertheless, however it may be. 
howev'er, adv. In whatever manner or 
degree; nevertheless, notwithstanding, 
howsoev'er, adv. In whatsoever manner, 
howdah (hou'da) [Arab, haudaj ], n. A 
seat carried on an elephant’s back, 
howitzer (hou'it-z6r) [G. haubitze ], n. A 
short piece of ordnance for throwing shells 
at low elevation. 

howl (houl) [imit.], v.i. To cry as a dog 
or wolf; to wail; to make a wailing sound 
like the wind. v.t. To utter in wailing 
or mournful tones, n. A protracted, 
hollow cry, as of a dog, etc., esp. one of 
anguish, distress, or derision, howling, 
o. (fig.) Wild and dreary (of a desert, 
etc.); extreme, glaring, 
howlet (hou'let) [owl], «. An owlet, 
hoy (hoi) [M. Dut.], n. A one-masted 
coasting-vessel; a barge or lighter, 
hoyden (hoi'dSn) [?], n. A rude, bold 
girl; a romp. a. Kude, rough, bold. 
v.i. ’ To romp roughly, hoydenish, a. 
hub (hub) [?], n. The central part of a 
wheel from which the spokes radiate, the 
nave; a place of central importance, 
hubbub (hub'ub) [onomat.], n. A con¬ 
fused noise; a noisy disturbance, 
huckaback (huk'a-b&k) [?], n. A coarse 
linen or cotton cloth, used for towels, 
huckle (hGkl) [?], n. The hip, the haunch. 

huckle-bone, w. The hip-bone, 
huckster (huk'stSr) [?], n. A retailer of 
small goods, a pedlar; a mean, mercenary 
fellow, v.i. To deal in petty goods; to 
higgle. 

huddle (hudl) [Teut.], v.t. To throw or 
crowd (together) promiscuously; to do 
hastily and carelessly; to coil (oneself up) 
anyhow, v.i. To gather or crowd (up or 
together) promiscuously, n. A confused 
crowd; disorder. 

hue (1) (hu) [A.-S. M*], ». Colour, tint. 


hued, a. Having a particular hue (as 

light-hued). 

*hue (2) [O.P. hu (huer, to shout)], n. A 
loud shout, a clamour, hue and cry : 

A general summons to pursue a felon, 
huff (huf) [imit.], v.t. To bully, hector; 
(Draughts) to remove (one’s opponent’s 
piece) from the board when he omits to 
capture with it; 

hug (hug) [?], v.t. To embrace closely; to 
squeeze tightly; to hold fast or cling to, 
to cherish; to keep close to (the shore), 
n. A close embrace, a particular grip in 
wrestling. 

huge (huj) [O.F. ahuge ], a. Very large; 
immense, hugely, adv. In a huge 
manner; (colloq.) exceedingly, extremely, 
hugger-mugger (hug'er-mug'er) [?], n. 
Privacy; disorder, confusion, a. Clandes¬ 
tine; confused, slovenly, adv. Secretly. 
Huguenot (hu'ge-not) [F.], n. A name 
applied to the Protestants of France, 
hulk (hulk) [A.-S. hulc ], n. The hull or 
body of a ship, esp. an unseaworthy one; 
an old ship used as a store, a prison, or for 
other purposes; any unwieldy object or 
person, hulking, a. 

hull (1) (hul) [A.-S. hulu], n. An outer 
covering, esp. of a nut or seed; the pod, 
shell, husk. v.t. To strip the husk oft. 
hull (2) [?], n. The body of a ship. v.t. 
To pierce the hull of with a cannon-ball, 
hullabaloo (hul'&-ba-loo') [redupl. of 
HALLO], n. An uproar, 
hum (hum) [imit.], v.i. To make a pro¬ 
longed murmuring sound like a bee; to 
sing with the lips closed; to make an 
inarticulate sound, from embarrassment, 
etc. 

human (hfl'm&n) [L. humanus ], a. Per¬ 
taining to man or mankind; having the 
nature, characteristics, etc., of man. n. 
A human being, humankind, n. Man¬ 
kind. 

humane (hu-m&n') [as prec.], a. Having 
the feelings proper to man; tender, com¬ 
passionate; elevating, refining; relieving 
distress, humanely, adv. 
humanitarian (hu-man-i-t&r'i-&n) [as foil.], 
a. Humane, n. One who believes that 
Christ was a mere man; one who believes 
in the perfectibility of humanity; a philan¬ 
thropist. 

humanity (hu-m&n'i-ti) [L. hUm&nitiiias , 
as human], n. Human nature; (collect.) 
mankind; kindness, humaneness, the 
humanities : Polite learning, the study 
of philology, rhetoric, poetry, and the 
classics* 

humble (hfimbl) [O.F., L. humilis ], a. 
Having a sense of lowliness, modest; of 
lowly condition, kind, etc.; deferential. 
v.t. To bring to a state of subjection, 
humble-bee (hiimbl'b§) [obs. humble , freq. 

of HUM BEE], n. A bumble-bee. 
humbug (hum'bug) [?], n. A hoax; an 
imposition; trickery; an impostor, int . 
Nonsense, v.t. To impose upon, 
humdrum (hfim'drum) [redupl. of HUM], 
o. Dull, commonplace. 
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humerus (hu'm6r-iis) [L., shoulder], n. 

The long bone of the upper arm. 
humid (hu'mid) [L. httmere. to be moist], 
a. Damp; rather wet. humidity, n. 
humiliate (hu-mil'i-at) [L. humiliatus , as 
HUMBLE], v.t. To mortify; to humble, 
to lower in condition, humiliating, a. 
humilia'tion, n. 

humility (hu-mil'i-ti) [as prec.], n. The 
state of being humble; modesty, 
humming (hum'ing) [hum], a. That 
hums; strong (applied to ale), hum¬ 
ming-bird, n. A tropical bird of 
brilliant plumage and very rapid flight, 
hummock (h&m'ok) [?], n. A mound or 
hillock. 

humorist (hu'mdr-ist) [F. humoriste, as 
foil.], n. One who displays humour; a 
facetious person, a wag. 
humorous (hu'm6r-us) [as foil.], a. Full 
of humour; tending to excite laughter; 
whimsical, capricious, humorously, adv. 
humour (hfi'mor) [L. hUmdrem t moisture], 
n. Mental disposition, mood; bias, 

caprice; drollery; the capacity of per¬ 
ceiving the ludicrous; playful yet sym¬ 
pathetic imagination or mode of regarding 
things, delighting in the absurdity of 
incongruities; animal fluids, esp. the four 
bodily fluids formerly supposed to produce 
diversity of temperament, v.t. To in¬ 
dulge, give way to. humoursome, a. 
hump (hump) [Scand.], n. A swelling or 
protuberance, esp. on the back; a rounded 
hillock; ill-temper, the blues, v.t. To 
make (the back) hump-shaped, hump¬ 
back, n. A crooked back; a person 
having this; an American whale, 
hunch (hunch) [?], n. A hump; a thick 
piece; a push with the elbow, v.t. To 
crook (esp. the back); to bend into a 
hump; to push, to shove, hunchback, 
n. A person with a humped back, 
hundred (hun'drSd) [A.-S.], n. Ten times 
ten; ( colloq .) a hundred pounds (money); 
an administrative division of a county, 
hundredweight, n. A weight of a 112 lb. 
av. hundredfold, n. hundredth, a. 
The ordinal of a hundred, n. One of a 
hundred equal parts. 

Hungarian (hfing-gar'i-4n), a. Pertaining 
to Hungary, n. A native of Hungary; 
the Hungarian language, 
hunger (hung'g6r) [A.-S. hungor\ y n. A 
craving for food; pain caused by lack of 
food; any strong desire, v.i. To feel 
the pain of hunger; to crave for food; to 
desire eagerly, hunger-strike, n. Volun¬ 
tary abstinence from food as a protest, 
hungry, a. Feeling a sensation of hunger, 
hunk (hunk) [?], n. A large lump, a bunch, 
hunt (hunt) [A.-S. huntian ], v.t. To chase 
(as wild animals) for the purpose of catch¬ 
ing and killing; to employ (dogs, etc.) in 
hunting; to search for, seek after, v.i. 
To follow the chase; to pursue game, etc.; 
to search (after or for), n. Hunting, 
the chase; a pack of hounds, an association 
of hunting men; a district hunted, hunter, 
». hunting, a. huntress, n. A female 


hunter, huntsman, n. One who hunts, 
or who manages the hounds, 
hurdle (hgrdl) [A.-S. hyrdeC]. n. A movable 
framework of split timber, etc., serving 
for gates; a barrier of hurdles, v.t. To 
enclose or barricade with hurdles, 
hurdy-gurdy (h€r'di-ger'di) [?], n. A 
stringed Instrument; a barrel-organ, 
hurl (h6rl) [imit.], vj. To throw with 
violence; to fling with great force; to 
utter with vehemence, n. The act of 
throwing with violence, hurler, ». 
hurly-burly (her'li-bgr'li) [?], n. A 
tumult, commotion, uproar, 
hurrah, hurray (hu-ra', -r4') [Scand.], int. 
An exclamation of joy, applause, etc. v. 
To utter or salute with hurrahs, 
hurricane (hur'i-k&n) [Sp. huracan , from 
Carib.], n. A storm with violent wind, 
hurry (hfir'i) [imit.], v.t. To impel to 
greater speed; to push forward; to cause 
to act carelessly or precipitately, v.i. To 
hasten, n. The act of hurrying; urgency, 
bustle; eagerness fto do, etc.), hurry- 
scurry, adv. Inanurry; confusedly, n. 
A confused bustle, v.i. To make haste, 
to act with disorderly haste, hurried, a. 
hurst (hgrst) [A.-S. hyrst ], n. A wood, a 
thicket; a knoll. 

hurt (hert) [?], v.t. To cause pain, loss, 
or detriment to; to damage; to distress 
(as the feelings), n. A wound; an 
injury; anything that causes pain, injury, 
or detriment, hurtful, a. Causing hurt ; 
noxious, hurtfully, adv. 
hurtle (hSrtl) [?], v.t. To dash against 
with violence; to move or whir] with 
great force. 

husband (huz'bind) [A.-S. hUsbonda ], n. 
A man joined to a woman in marriage. 
v.t. To manage with frugality, to econo¬ 
mize. husbandman, n. A farmer, a 
tiller of the soil, husbandry, n. Agri¬ 
culture ; the products of farming; economy, 
hush (hush) [imit.], v.t. To make silent; 
to repress the noise of. v.t. To be still 
or silent, n. Silence, stillness, int. 
Silence 1 hush-money, n. A bribe to 
secure silence. 

husk (husk) [?], n. The integument of 
certain fruits or seeds; (Jig.) a worthless 
part. v.t. To strip the husk from, 
husky (1), a. Abounding in husks; dry 
hoarse, rough and harsh in sound. ’ 

husky (2) (hus'ki) [perh. ESKIMO], n. 
A sledge-dog; an Eskimo, 
hussar (hu-zar') [Hung.], n. A light 

horseman; a 6oldier of a light cavalry 
regiment. 

hussy (huz'i) [housewife], ». A pert, 

forward girl; a worthless woman, 
hustings (hus'tingz) [A.-S.], n. A plat¬ 
form from which candidates addressed 
electors; proceedings at an election, 
hustle (hiisl) [Dut. hutselen ], v.t. To 

jostle, push violently; to hurry, vi 
To press roughly; to act with rough 
energy, to push one’s way unceremoniously, 
n. Hustling, hustler, n. 

hut (hut) [F. hutte] t n. A mean dwelling; 
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a cabin, hovel; a small temporary camp- 
shelter. v.t. To place (troops) in huts. 
v.i. To lodge in huts. 

hutch (hfich) [O.F. huche ], n. A coop or 
pen for small animals; a chest, bin; a 
kneading-trough. 

huzza (hu-za') [imit.], int. A cry of joy, 
applause, etc. «r. To shout or applaud 
with * huzza.’ 

hyacinth (hf'A-sinth) [Gr. huakinthoa , prob. 
iris or larkspur], ». A beautiful bulbous- 
rooted flowering plant; a flower fabled 
by the ancients to have sprune from the 
blood of the youth Hyacinth, beloved of 
Apollo, hyacin'thine, o. 
hybrid (hl'brid) [L. hybrida , mongrel], a. 
Produced by the union of two distinct 
species, etc.; mongrel, cross-bred. n. A 
mongrel; an animal or plant produced 
by the union of two distinct species, 
varieties, etc.; a word compounded from 
different languages; anything composed 
of heterogeneous parts, 
hydra (hl'drA) [Gr. hudrd], n. ( Gr. Myth.) 
A water-serpent with many heads, each of 
which, when cut off, was succeeded by 
two, destroyed by Hercules, hydra¬ 
headed, a. Having many heads, 
hydrangea (hI-dran'j§-A) [hydr-, Gr. 
angeion , a vessel], n. A flowering shrub 
of the saxifrage family, 
hydrant (hl'drAnt) [HYDR-], n. A spout 
connected with a water-main, for drawing 

hydraulic (hl-draw'lik) [HYDR-, Gr. aulos , 
pipe], a. Pertaining to fluids in motion, 
or to water-power, n.pl. The science 
treating of liquids in motion, esp. the 
conveyance of water through pipes, etc. 
hydro (hi'dr5) [hydropathic], n. A 
hydropathic establishment, 
hydro-, hydr- [Gr. huddr hudroa , water], 
comb. form. Pertaining to or connected 
with water, hydrocarbon, n. A com¬ 
pound of carbon and hydrogen, 
hydrogen (hl'drb-jdn) [F. hydroghne 
(HYDRO-, -GEN)], n. An invisible, inflam¬ 
mable, gaseous element, the lightest of 
known bodies, which in combination with 
oxygen produces water, hydrogenous 
(hf-droj'6-nfis), a. 

hydromel (hrdrd-mel) [HYDRO-, Gr. mcli, 
honey], n. A drink made of honey and 
water. 

hydropathy (hl-drop'A-thi) [HYDRO-, 
-PATHY], n. The treatment of disease by 
the application of water, hydropathic, a. 
hydrophobia (hI-dr6-fS'bi-A) hydro- 
-PHOBIa], n. An unnatural dread of 
water, a symptom of rabies; rabies, 
hydrophone (bl'drd-fdn) [hydro-, Gr. 
phOng, sound], n. An instrument for 
detecting sound by water, 
hydroplane (hi'drd-plan) [HYDRO-, PLANE], 
n. A light motor-boat; a flat fin for 
governing the vertical direction of a 
submarine; a plane for lifting a boat 
partially from the water, 
hydrostatic, -al (hi-dr6-st&t'ik,-al) [hydro¬ 
static], a. Pertaining to hydrostatics. 


hydrostatics, n. The science which 
treats of the pressure and equilibrium of 
liquids at rest. 

hyena (hJ-e'n&) [Gr. huaina , sow-like], n. 

A carnivorous scavenging quadruped, 
hygiene (hl'jen) [F. hygiene, Gr. hugiene 
techne , the art of health, as prec.], n. The 
science of the prevention of disease as 
preservation of health, esp. of the com¬ 
munity at large; sanitary science, 
hygienic (hl-ji-en'ik), a. 

Hymen (hl'mdn), n. The Greek god of 
marriage, hymeneal (hl-m6-ne'al),a. Per¬ 
taining to marriage, n. A marriage song, 
hymenoptera (hT-m6-nop't6r-A) [Gr. humen, 
a membrane, pteron , wing], n.pl. An 
order of insects having four membranous 
wings as the bee, wasp, ant, etc. hymen- 
opterous, a. 

hymn (him) [Gr. humnos ], n. A song in 
praise or adoration of God; a sacred or 
solemn song or ode. v.t. To praise or 
worship in hymns, v.i. To sing hymns, 
hymnal (him'nal), n. A collection of 
hymns, esp. for public worship, hymnol'- 
ogy, n. The composition or study of 
hymns; hymns collectively, 
hyper- [Gr. huper], comb. form. Beyond; 

excessive, beyond measure, 
hyperbola (hi-pgr'b6-lA) [as foil.], n. A 
plane curve formed by cutting a cone 
when the intersecting plane makes a 
greater angle with the base than the side 
of the cone makes, hyperbolic (-bol'ik), 
a. Pertaining to or like an hyperbola, 
hyperbole (hl-per'b6-le) [HYPER-, Gr. 
ballein , to throw], n. A figure of speech 
expressing much more than the truth; 
exaggeration, hyperbolical (-bol'i-kal), a. 
hyperborean (hi-p6r-bor'6-6,n) [hyper-, 
Gr. Boreas, the north wind], o. Belonging 
to the extreme north, n. One living in 
the extreme north, hyperboreanism, n. 
hypercritical (hl-p6r-krit'ik-al) [hyper-, 
CRITICAL], a. Unreasonably critical; 
captiously censorious, over-nice, 
hypersensitive (hJ-per-sen'si-tiv) [HYPER-, 
sensitive], o. Excessively sensitive, 
hyphen (hi'fdn) [Gr. huphen (HYPO-, lien, 
one)], n. A short stroke (-) joining two 
words or parts of words, v.t. To join 
by a hyphen, hyphenate (hi'f6-nat), v.t. 
hypno- [Gr. hupnos, sleep], comb. form. 
hypnosis (hip-nd'sis), n. A morbid state 
of sleep; the hypnotic state, hypnotic 
(hip-not'ik), a. Causing sleep; pertaining 
to or inducing hypnotism, n. A medicine 
which produces sleep, hypnotism (hip'- 
nd tizm), n. An artificial method of 
inducing sleep or an analogous state; 
sleep artificially induced, hyp'notist, n. 
hypo- [Gr. hupo , under], comb. form. 
Below; less than. 

hypochondria (hi-pd-kon'dri-A) [HYPO-, 
Gr. chondros, cartilage], n. A morbid 
condition characterized by excessive 
anxiety with regard to the health, and 
attended by depression of spirits, hypo- 
chon'driac, a. 

hypocrisy (hi-pok'ri-si) [Gr. hupokrisis , 
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acting of a part (HYPO-, krinein , to judge, 
decide)], n. Dissimulation; a feigning 
to be what one is not; a pretence to virtue 
or goodness, hypocrite (hip'6-krit), n. 
One who practises hypocrisy; a dissembler, 
hypodermic (hl-po-der'mik) [HYPO-, Gr. 
derma , skin], a. Pertaining to parts under¬ 
lying the skin. n. A drug introduced by 
injection under the skin, 
hypotenuse (hl-pot'e-nuz) [hypo-, Gr. 
teinein, to stretch], n. The side of a right- 
angled triangle opposite to the right angle, 
hypothecate [hypo-, Gr. theke, from 
tithenai, to place], To pledge as security 
for some liability. 

hypothesis (hl-poth'6-sis) [hypo-, thesis], 
n. (pi. -ses) A proposition assumed for 
the purpose of argument; a theory 
assumed to account for something not 
understood; a mere supposition, hypo¬ 
thetic, a. Conjectural, 
hyssop (his 7 op) [Gr. hussdpos], n. A 
plant with blue flowers, 
hysteria (his-ter'i-a) [Gr. hustera , the 
womb], n. A nervous disorder of women, 
hysteric (his-ter'ik), a. hysterical, a. 

I 

I (I) [A.-S. ic], worn. sing. 1st pers. pron. 
( obj . me, pass, my; pi. nom. we, obj. us, 
poss. our) In speaking or writing denotes 
oneself. 

-la [L. and Gr.], suf. Forming abstract 
nouns, as mania, militia ; names of coun¬ 
tries, etc., as Australia, Bulgaria ; names 
of diseases, as malaria, neuralgia ; names 
of alkaloids, as morphia ; (pi. of L. -ium, 
Gr. -ion) bacteria , regalia. 

-ial [L. -idlis, -idle], suf. Forming ad¬ 
jectives, as celestial, terrestrial. 
iamb, iambus (i-Sm'bus) [Gr. iambos ], n. 
(pi. -buses) A poetic foot of one short 
and one long, or one unaccented and one 
accented syllable, iambic, a. An iambic 
foot or verse. 

-ian, suf. Forming nouns or adjectives, 
as Athenian, Baconian. 

-iasis [from Gr. idsthai , to heal], comb. form. 
Noting a disease, as elephantiasis. 
ibex (I'beks) [L.], n. A species of wild 
goats. 

ibis (I'bis) [prob. Egypt.], n. A heron¬ 
like wading bird, esp. the sacred ibis of 
the ancient Egyptians. 

-ible [L. - ibilis , - ABLE], suf. As in edible. 
-ic, suf. Of, pertaining to, like, as in 
alcoholic , domestic, Miltonic ; forming 
names of sciences, arts, etc., as arith¬ 
metic, epic, logic, music', (later in pi.) as 
acoustics, metaphysics , politics. 

-ical, suf. Forming adjectives, as comical, 
political. 

ice (is) [A.-S. t«], to. Water congealed by 
cold; a frozen confection, ice-cream; 
sugar, etc., used for coating cakes, v.t. 
To cover or cool with ice; to convert into 
ice; to coat with concreted sugar, ice¬ 
berg (Is'berg), n. A large mass of float¬ 
ing ice, usu. formed by detachment from 


a glacier, iceblink, n. A luminous 
reflection over the horizon from snow- 
or ice-fields, ice-cream, n. Cream or 
custard flavoured and artificially frozen, 
ice-field, n. A large expanse of ice, 
esp. in the Polar regions, ice-floe, 
-pack, n. A sheet of floating ice. 
icing, n. A coating of concreted sugar, 
icy, a. 

ichneumon (ik-nu'm6n) [Gr. from ich- 
neuein, to track], n. A small carnivorous 
animal related to the mungoose, found 
in Egypt where it was formerly held 
sacred because it devours crocodiles’ eggs, 
ichor (i'k6r) [Gr.], n. (fir. Myth.) The 
ethereal fluid which took the place of 
blood in the veins of the gods, 
ichthy-, ichthyo- [Gr. ichthus, a fish], 
comb. form. Pertaining to fish; fish-like, 
ichthyology (ik-thi-ol'6-ji) [ICHTHYO-, 
-LOGY], n. The branch of zoology con¬ 
cerned with fishes; the natural history 
of fishes. iclithyoTogist, n. 
ichthyosaurus(ik-thi-d-saw'rus)[lCHTHYO-, 
Gr. sauros, lizard], n. A gigantic fossil 
marine reptile. 

icicle (i'sikl) [A.-S. Ises giecel], n. A hang¬ 
ing point of ice, formed by the freezing 
of dripping water. 

-icle [Lat. -iculus, -iculum , - icula ], suf. 
Diminutive, as in particle, versicle. 
icon (i'kon) [Gr. eikon, image], n. (Eastern 
Ch.) A sacred image, or figure of a holy 
personage. 

icono- [as prec.], comb. form. Pertaining 
to images or idols, iconoclasm (I-kdn'- 
6-klazm) [Gr. klasma, from klaein, to 
break], n. The breaking of idols; (fig.) 
attack on or disregard of established usages, 
opinions, etc. iconoclast, n. A breaker 
of images; an assailant of established 
usages, etc* iconoclastic, a. 

-ics [-IC], suf. Noting arts or sciences, as 
hyVrostajrics (pi. in form, usu. construed 
as sing.). 

-id, siif. Forming adjectives, as acid , 
frigi/, tepid. 

-ide, suf. Indicating chemical compounds 
of an element with another element or a 
radical, as chloride, oxide. 
idea (i-de'4) [Gr. idein, to see], n. A 
mental image, a notion, conception, sup¬ 
position; a more or less vague opinion; 
a plan, intention, ideal, a. Consisting 
of, existing in, or pertaining to ideas; 
visionary, fanciful; reaching one’s standard 
of perfection, to. An imaginary standard 
of perfection; an actual thing realizing 
this, idealism, n. The practice of 
forming or seeking ideals; the representa¬ 
tion of things in conformity with an ideal 
standard, idealist, n. idealis'tic, a. 
ide'alize, v.t. To make ideal; to portray 
in conformity with an ideal, ideally, adv. 
idem (i'dem) [L.], to. The same (word, 
author, book, etc.). 

identical (i-den'ti-k&l) [as IDENTITY], a. 
Absolutely the same; uniform in quality, 
appearance, etc. identic, a. 
identify (i-den'ti-fi) [as foil.], vJ. To 
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consider or represent as precisely the same 
(with); to prove the identity of; to prove 
to be the same (with), identiflca'tion, n. 
identity (I-den'ti-ti) Pate L. ideruitas, 
from L. IDEM, the same], n. The state 
of being identical; absolute sameness; 
one’s individuality. 

ideo- [IDEA], comb. form. Pertaining to or 
expressing ideas, ideograph, -gram 
(I'd6-6-graf, -grim), n. A symbol, figure, 
etc., suggesting or conveying the idea of 
an object, without expressing its name. 

Ides (idz) [L. I dus], n.pl. In the ancient 
Homan calendar, the 15th of March, May, 
July, October, and 13th of the other 
months. ,, . ... 

idiom (idi-6m) [Or. xdxOma, from tdio, 
peculiar to oneself], n. A mode of ex¬ 
pression peculiar to a language; a peculiar¬ 
ity of phraseology. idiomatic, a. 
idiosyncrasy (id-i-6-sin'kra-si) [Or. tdio, 
SYN-, Gr. krasia , mixing], n. Individual 
attitude of mind; a characteristic peculiar 
to an individual, idiosyncratic, a. 
idiot (id'i-6t) [Or. idiotgs, a private person, 
hence one who is ignorant], n. A person 
of defective understanding; one destitute 
of reason; a stupid, silly person, idiocy, 
n. idiotic, a. . 

idle (idl) [A.-S. idel, empty, vain], a. Doing 
nothing; disengaged, not occupied, free; 
averse to work, lazy; vain, ineffectual. 
v.i. (pres. p. idling) To spend time in 
idleness, idleness, n. idler, n. 
idol (1'ddl) [Or. eidfilon , from eidos, form], n. 
An image, esp. one worshipped as a god; 
a person or thing loved or honoured ex¬ 
cessively. idol'ater, n. One who wor¬ 
ships idols; a pagan; an extravagant 
admirer, idolatrous, a. idolatrously, 
adv. idolatry, n. idolize, v.t. To wor¬ 
ship as an idol; to make an idol of. 
idyll (I'dil) [Or. eidullion , dim. of eidos, 
form], n. A short pastoral poem; a 
brief and picturesque narrative or descrip¬ 
tion of rustic life, idyllic, a. 

-ier, suf. Denoting occupation, profession, 
etc., as in brigadier , financier. 
if (if) [A.-S. gif], conj. On the supposition 
that, in case that; allowing that; when¬ 
ever; whether; also used in an exclam¬ 
atory sense (as if you were only here /) 
igneous (ig'nAfis) [L. ignis , fire], o. Con 
raining or of the nature of fire, 
ignis fatuus (ig'nis-fat'u-us) [L., foolish 
fire], n. (pi. ignes fatui) A flame-like 
meteor floating above marshes, etc.; (fig.) 
a delusive aim. ^ _ . 

ignite (ig-nit') [L., as prec.], v.t. To set 
on fire; to render luminous with heat. 
vi To take fire; to become red with 
heat, ignitible, a. ignition (ig-nish'un), 
n. Act of igniting; state of being ignited, 
ignoble (ig-nobl') [L. igndbilis], a. Of 
humble birth; mean, base, dishonourable, 
ignominy (ig'n6-mi-ni) [L. ignOniinia (IN 
(2) gnomen , nOmen , name, from gnoscere, 
to know)], n. Public disgrace or shame; 
dishonour, infamy, ignominious, a. 
ignoramus (ig-n6-ra'mus) [L. § we do not 


know], n. (pi. -muses) An ignorant 

fellow; a blockhead. 

ignorance (ig'no-rans) [L. ignorans, ig¬ 
norant], n. The state of being ignorant; 
want of knowledge (of), ignorant, a. 
Destitute of knowledge, unconscious (of); 
illiterate, uneducated, 
ignore (ig-nor') [L. igndrare (IN- (2), 
gnoscere , to know)], v.t. To pass over 
without notice, to disregard, 
iguana (ig-wa'nft) [Sp., from Oarib.], n. A 
genus of large American lizards, 
il- (1) [IN- (1)], pref., as in illation, illu¬ 
minate. 

il- (2) [IN- (2)], pref. as in illiberal , illicit. 

-il, -ile, suf. That may be, capable of 
being, pertaining to, etc., as in civil , fossil, 
docile, fragile. 

ilex (i'leks) [L.], ». (pi. -exes) The holm- 
oak; a genus of trees including the 
holly. 

iliac (ill-Sk) [L. Ilia], a. Belonging to 
the smaller intestines; pertaining to the 
ilium or hip-bone. 

ilk (ilk) [A.-S. ilea], a. The same, of 
that ilk : Of the same name (used when 
the surname of a person is the same as 
that of his estate). 

ill (il) [Ic.el. illr], a. Unwell, sick, diseased; 
bad morally, evil; mischievous, harmful; 
unfavourable, unlucky; not right, faulty, 
improper; awkward, adv. Not well, 

badly; imperfectly, scarcely; unfavour¬ 
ably, in bad part. n. Evil; injury; 
wickedness; (pi.) misfortunes, ill-ad¬ 
vised, a. Imprudent; injudicious, ill 

blood : Itesentment, enmity, ill-bred, 
o. Brought up badly, ill-conditioned, 
a. Having a bad disposition; in 
a bad physical condition, ill-disposed, 
a. Unfavourably inclined (towards), ill- 
fated, a. Unfortunate, unlucky, ill- 

favoured, a. Ugly, forbidding, repulsive, 
ill-got, ill-gotten, a. Obtained in an 
improper way. ill-omened, a. Unlucky, 
of evil augury, ill-timed, a. Done, etc., 
at an unsuitable time, ill-treat, v.t. To 
treat badly, ill will: Malevolence, enmity, 
illation (i-la'shun) [F.], n. Deduction; an 
inference. ilTative, a. 

illegal (i-le'gal) [IL- (2), LEGAL], a. Not 
according to law; unlawful, illegality, n. 
illegible (i-lej'ibl) [il- (2), legible], o. 
That cannot be read or deciphered, ille¬ 
gibility, n. illegibly, adv. 
illegitimate (il-e-jit'i-mat) [IL-, (2), legi¬ 
timate], a. Not lawfully begotten; born 
out of wedlock; contrary to law; irregular, 
illegitimacy, n. 

illiberal (i-lib'er-&l) [IL- (2), LIBERAL], a. 
Not generous, sordid; narrow-minded, not 
catholic; rude, vulgar, 
illicit (i-lis'it) [IL- (2), LICIT], a. Not 
permitted; unlawful. 

illimitable (i-lim'it-abl) [IL- (2), limit- 
able], a. Boundless, limitless, 
illiterate (i-lit'er-at) [IL- (2), LITERATE], a. 
Unlearned, unable to read or write; rude, 
uncultivated, n. An uneducated person, 
illiteracy, illiterateness, n. 
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Ulness (il'n6s) [ILL, -ness], n. The state 
of being ill, sickness, physical indisposi¬ 
tion. 

illogical (i-loj'i-kAl) [il- (2), logical], a. 
Ignorant or careless of the rules of logic; 
contrary to the rules of logic, 
illude (i-lood') [IL- (1), L. lUdere , to play], 
v.t. To deceive, to cheat; to mock, 
illuminate (i-lu'mi-nat) [IL (1), L. lHmi- 
n&tus , lighted up], v.t. To throw light 
upon; to light up; to adorn with festal 
lamps; to adorn (a manuscript) with 
coloured pictures, letters, etc.: to enlighten 
mentally or spiritually, v.i. To adorn 
manuscripts, etc., with coloured pictures, 
etc. illuminant, a. illumination, n. 
Illuminati (i-loo-mi-na'tg) [L., as prec.], 
n.pl. Persons who affect to possess extra¬ 
ordinary knowledge or gifts, 
illumine (i-lu'min) [F. illuminer ], v.t. To 
illuminate; to enlighten, 
illusion (i-lu-zhim) [F., from L. illUsiO- 
(nem ), from Hinders , to illude], n. Act 
of deceiving; that which deceives; a false 
show, a delusion, illusionist, n. illu'- 
sory, a. Delusive, deceptive, 
illustrate (il'us-trSt) [il- (1), L. lustrare , 
as foil.], v.t. To make clear, to explain 
by means of examples, etc.; to ornament 
by pictures, etc. Illustration, n. illus'- 
trative, a. iltustrator, n. 
illustrious (i-Ius'tri-ds) [IL- (1), L. - lustris , 
from stem of lux , light], a. Distinguished, 
famous; conferring renown or glory, 
im- (1) [IN- (1)], pref ., as in imbibe , imbrue. 
im- (2) [IN- (2)], pref. % as in immaculate , 
impossible. 

image (im'&j) [L. imago\ n. A representa¬ 
tion or similitude of a person or thing, an 
a statue, esp. one intended for 
worship, an idol; an idea, conception; an 
expanded metaphor or simile; the 6gure 
of an object formed (through the medium 
of a mirror, lens, etc.) by rays of light. 
v.t. To make an image of; to mirror; to 
represent mentally; to typify, symbolize, 
imagery, n. {collect.) Images, statues; 
figures evoked by the fancy; rhetorical 
figures, figurative description, 
imagine (i-m&j'in) [L. imdgin&rl ], v.t. To 
form an image of in the mind, to form an 
idea of; to suppose, think; to guess; to 
plot, devise, imaginable, a. imag¬ 
inary, a. Existing only in imagination 
or fancy; not real, imagination, n. 
Act or process of Imagining; power of 
imagining; the mental faculty that forms 
ideal images from impressions; fancy; the 
constructive or creative faculty of the 
mind; a fanciful opinion, imaginative, 
a. Endowed with imagination, 
imbecile (im'b^-sil) [L. irnbecillus], a. 
Half-witted; stupid, fatuous, n. One 
mentally weak, imbecil ity, n. 
imbibe (im-bib) [IM- (i), L. bibere t to drink], 
v.t. To drink in; to absorb. 

Imbroglio (im-br5-li-d) [im- (1), It. broglxo , 
BROIL], n. {pi. -os) A perplexing or con¬ 
fused state of affairs; a misunderstand¬ 
ing. 


imbrue (im-broo') [O.F. embruer ], v.t. To 
steep; to moisten (with blood, carnage, 
etc.); to stain. 

imbue (im-bu') [IM- (1), L. buere , rel. to 
bibere, to drink], v.t. To saturate (with); 
to dye (with); to tinge strongly (with); 
(Jig.) to inspire. 

imitate (im'i-tat) [L. imitdtus], v.t. To 
produce a likeness of; to follow the 
example of; to mimic, ape. imitable, a. 
imita'tion, n. imitative, a. 
immaculate (i-mAk'u-lat) [immaculOtxu 
(im- (2), L. macula , spot)], a. Spotless, 
pure; free from blemish, 
immanent (im'A-nSnt) [im- (1), manure, 
L. martens , dwelling], o. Inherent, not 
transient; indwelling; ( Theol .) present 
throughout the universe as an essential 
sustaining spirit, immanence, n. 
immaterial (im-A-ter'i-Al) [im- (2), mate¬ 
rial], a. Not consisting of matter* 
spiritual; unimportant, 
immature (im'A-tur) [im- (2), MATURE], a. 
Not mature, imperfect, immaturity, n. 
immeasurable (i-mezh'ur-abl) [im- (2), 
measurable], a. That cannot be mea¬ 
sured ; immense, immeasurably, adv. 
immediate (i-me'di-At) [im- (2), mediate], 
a. Situated in the closest relation; not 
separated; direct; next, present; done 
or occurring at once, without delay, 
immediately, adv. 

immemorial (im-£-m5r'i-41) [im- (2), me¬ 
morial], a. Beyond memory or record; 
beyond the reach of record or tradition, 
immense (I-mens') [IM- (2), L. mensus , 
measured], a. Huge, vast, immeasurable; 
(slang) very good, excellent, 
immerse (i-mgrs') [L. immersus , plunged], 
v.t. To plunge, to dip (into water, etc.); 
to baptize in this manner; (Jig.) to involve 
deeply (in difficulty, etc.), immersion, 
n. Act of immersing, 
immigrate (im'i-grat) [IM- (1), L. migrdre,, 
to migrate], v.i. To come into a foreign 
country for settlement, immigrant, n. 
imminent (iml-n6nt) [IM- (1), L. minire. 
cp. eminent], a. Impending; close at 
hand, imminence, n. 
immobile (i-md'bil) [IM- f2), MOBILE], a. 

Immovable; impassible, immobility, n. 
immoderate (i-mod'Ar-At) [im- (2), moder¬ 
ate], a. Excessive; unreasonable, 
immodest (i-mod'Ast) [IM- (2), modest], o. 
Not modest, forward; indelicate, indecent, 
immodestly, adv. immodesty, n. 
immolate (im'6-lat) [IM- (1), molatus , 
sprinkled with meal, sacrificed], v.t. To 
kill in sacrifice, to sacrifice (to), immo- 
la'tion, n. Im'molator, n. 
immoral (i-mor'41) [im- (2), MORAL], a. 
Not moral; inconsistent with or contrary 
to morality; licentious, immorality, n. 
immortal (i-mbr'tal) [IM- (2), mortal], a. 
Not subject to death; imperishable; re¬ 
lating to immortality; ( colloq.) not chang¬ 
ing. n. One who is immortal; (pi.) the 
forty members of the French Academy, 
immortality, n. State of being im¬ 
mortal; exemption from annihilation or 
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oblivion, immortalize, v.t. To perpetu¬ 
ate the memory of. immortally, adv. 
immortelle (im-dr-tel') [F., as immortal}, 

n. A plant with flowers that keep their 
shape and colour after being gathered. 

immovable (i moo'vAbl) [im- (2), mov¬ 
able], a. That cannot be moved; firmly 
fixed; steadfast; unchanging; unfeeling, 
immune (i-mun') [im- (2), L. mdnis , serv¬ 
ing], a. Free or exempt (from infection, 
etc.), immunity, n. Freedom or exemp¬ 
tion from any obligation, duty, etc., or 
from liability to infection, 
immure (i-mur 7 ) [IM- (1), L. mUrus , wall], 
v.t. To shut in or up; to confine, 
immutable (I-mu'tAbl) [im- (2), MUT¬ 
ABLE], a. Unchangeable, not susceptible 
to variation, immutabil'ity, n. 
imp (imp) [A.-S.-tmpo, shoot, graft], n. 
A young or little devil; a mischievous 
child. 

impact (im'pSktl [L. impactus, driven], n. 
A forcible striking (upon or against), a 
collision. 

impair (im-p&r'l [im- (1), L. pejor, worse], 
v.t. To diminish in excellence, value, 
strength, etc.; to injure, 
impale (im-pal') [IM- (1), L. pdlus , a stake], 
v.t. To transfix, esp. to put to death by 
transfixing with a sharp stake; (Her.) 
to arrange two coats of arms on one 
shield. 

impalpable (im-pai'pAbl) [ni- (2), pal¬ 
pable], a. Not perceptible to the touch; 
not to be readily apprehended, intangible, 
impart (im-part') [IM- (1), L. partire , to 
part], v.t. To grant a share of; to com¬ 
municate the knowledge of; to bestow. 
Impartial (im-par'shAl) [IM- (2), partial], 

o. Not favouring one party or side more 
than another; equitable, disinterested, 
impartial'ity, n. 

impassable (im-pas'Abl) [IM- (2), pass¬ 
able], a. That cannot be passed, 
impasse (Un-pas', im-pas') [F.], n. An 
insurmountable obstacle, 
impassible (im-p&s'ibl) [IM- (2), passible], 
a. Insensible to pain; incapable of being 
injured; not subject to passion, impas- 
sibil'ity, impassibleness, n. 
impassion (im-pAsh'dn) [im- (1), passion], 
v.t. To rouse the deepest feelings of. 
impassive (im-p&s'iv) [im- (2), passive], a. 
Not affected by pain, feeling, or passion; 
apathetic; unmoved, impassively, adv. 
impatient (im-pa'sh6nt) [IM- (2), PATIENT], 
a. Fretful; not patient or tolerant (of); 
eager (for or to), impatience, n. 
impeacb (im-pgch') [late L. impedicdre ], v.t. 
To charge with a crime or misdemeanour; 
to bring a charge of maladministration or 
treason against; to call in question; to 
bring discredit upon, impeachment, n. 
impeccable (im-pek'abl) [IM- (2), pec¬ 
cable], a. Not liable to fall into sin; 
faultless, impeccabil'ity, n. 
impecunious (im-pA-ku'ni-ds) [IM- (2), 
L. pecunia, money], a. Destitute of 
money, impecunios'ity, n. 
impede (im-ped') [L. impedire, to entangle 


the feet], v.t. To hinder, obstruct, im¬ 
pediment (-ped'i-mAnt), n. 
impel (im-pel') [IM- (1 ), L. pellere , to drive], 
v.t. To drive forward; to urge (to an 
action). 

impend (im-pend') [IM- (1), L. pendere, to 
hang], v.i. To hang (over), to be sus¬ 
pended (over); to be imminent, 
impenetrable (im-pen'6-trabl) [IM- (2), 
penetrable], o. That cannot be pene¬ 
trated; inscrutable; not penetrable to 
ideas, etc., dull, impenetrabirity, n. 
impenitent (im-pcn'i-t6nt) [IM- (2), peni¬ 
tent], a. Not penitent, n. A hardened 
sinner, impenitence, n. 
imperative (im-per'A-tiv) [IM- (1), L. 
par&re, to make ready], a. Expressive of 
command; authoritative, peremptory; 
urgent, n. That mood of a verb which 
expresses command, entreaty, or exhorta¬ 
tion. imperatively, adv. 
imperceptible (im-pAr-sep'tibl) [IM- (2), 
perceptible], a. Not perceptible; indis¬ 
tinguishable ; insignificant, 
imperfect (im-pfcr'fAkt) [im- (2), PERFECT], 
a. Defective; not fully made, done, etc.; 
lacking some part or member; (Oram.) 
expressing action as continuous and not 
completed, n. The imperfect tense, im- 
perfec'tible, o. Incapable of being per¬ 
fected. imperfection, ». A moral or 
physical fault; a defect, 
imperial (im-per'i-Al) [L. imperialist, from 
impenurn , command], a. Pertaining to an 
empire or an emperor, esp. British Em¬ 
pire, as dist. from any particular king¬ 
dom, dominion, colony, etc.; sovereign, 
supreme; majestic, n. A size of paper 
about 22 x 32 in.; a tuft of hair on a 
man’s chin (Napoleon III), imperial¬ 
ism, n. Government by an emperor; 
imperial spirit, etc.; the policy of extend¬ 
ing the authority of a nation by means of 
colonies or dependencies, imperialist, n. 
imperil (im-per'il) [im- (1), peril], v.t. To 
endanger. 

imperious (im-per'i-fis) [L. imperious, 
as imperial], a. Arbitrary, dictatorial, 
imperishable (im-per'ish-abl) [IM- (2), 
perishable], o. Enduring permanently; 
not subject to decay, imperishably, adv. 
impermeable (im-pSr'me-Abl) [IM- (2), 
permeable], a. Not allowing passage, 
esp. of a fluid, impervious, 
impersonal (im-pSr'sd-nAl) [IM- (2), PER¬ 
SONAL], u. Without personality; not re¬ 
lating to any particular person or thing; 
(Gram.) applied to verbs used only in the 
third person singular, impersonally, adv. 
impersonate, v.t. To invest with per¬ 
sonality; to personify; to represent in 
character, impersonation, n. 
impertinent (im-per'ti-n6nt) [IM- (2), PER¬ 
TINENT], o. Not pertaining to the matter 
in hand; frivolous; impudent, insolent, 
esp. to a superior, impertinence, n. 
imperturbable (im-pAr-tgr'bAbi) [IM- (2), 
perturbable], c. That cannot be easily 
excited; unmoved, calm, imperturb¬ 
ability, ». impertur bably, adv< 
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impervious (im-per'vi-us) [IM- (2), per¬ 
vious], a. Not admitting of passage or 
entrance; {fig.) impenetrable (to feeling, 
argument, etc.). 

impetuous (im-pet'u-iis) [as foil.], a. Mov¬ 
ing with great speed; acting violently or 
suddenly; hasty, impulsive, impetuos'- 
ity, n. 

impetus (im'pe-ths) [IM- (1), L. petere , to 
seek], n. The force with which a body 
moves or is impelled; impulse, 
impi (im'pi) [Zulu], n. A body of Kafir 
warriors. 

impiety (im-pi'6-ti) [as impious], n. 

Quality of being impious; an impious act. 
impinge (im-pinj') [IM- (1), L. pangere , to 
drive, fasten], v.i. To come into collision, 
to strike (on, against, etc.), 
impious (im'pi-us) [IM- (2), PIOUS], a. 
Wanting in piety or reverence towards 
God; irreverent, profane, 
impish (im'pish) [imp, -EH], a. Having 
the characteristics of an imp. 
implacable (im-pla-k&bl) [nr- (2), plac¬ 
able], a. Not to be appeaBed; unrelent¬ 
ing. implacabil ity, n. 
implant (im-plant') [IM- (1), FLANT], v.t. 
To plant for the purpose of growth; (fig.) 
to inculcate, to instil. 

Implement (im'pl6-m6nt) [im- (1), L. plere, 
t© till], n. A tool, a utensil; (Jig.) an 
instrument, an agent; (pi.) things that 
serve for equipment, etc. v.t. To fulfil; 
to complete, supplement, 
implicate (im'pli-k&t) [im- (1), L. plic&re , 
to fold], v.t. To entangle, entwine; to 
involve, bring into connexion with, im- 
plica'tion, n. Act of implicating; state 
of being implicated; an inference, 
implicit (im-plis'it) [L. implicitus, as prec.], 
a. Implied; understood or inferable; de¬ 
pending upon complete belief or trust in 
another, unquestioning, unreserved, 
implore (im-plor') [im- (1), L. plordre, to 
weep], v.t. To call upon or ask for 
earnestly, v.i. To entreat, supplicate, 
imply (im-plT) [L., as implicate], v.t. To 
involve or contain by implication; to mean 
indirectly, to hint, implied', a. Con¬ 
tained in substance though not actually 
expressed, impli edly, adv. 
impolite (im-pb-lit') [IM- (2), POLITE], a. 

Not polite, ill-mannered, 
impolitic (im-pol'i-tik) [IM- (2), POLITIC], a. 

Not politic; injudicious, inexpedient, 
imponderable (im-pon'der-abl) [IM- (2), 
ponderable], a. Not having sensible 
weight; very light. imponderability,?!, 
import (im-port') [IM (1), L. portare , to 
bring], v.t. To bring (goods) from a foreign 
country (into); to introduce; to imply, 
to signify; to concern, v.i. To be im¬ 
portant, to matter. ». (im'pdrt) That 
which is imported from abroad; that which 
is signified or implied; importance, conse¬ 
quence. importance, n. The quality of 
being important; authority, consequence; 
self-esteem, pretentiousness, important, 
a. Of great moment or consequence; of 
great personal consequence, pretentious. 


importa'tion, n. Act or practice of 
importing; that which is imported, im¬ 
porter, n. One who imports goods, 
importunate (im-pdr'tu-nat) [L. impor- 
lUnus t unsuitable], a. Unreasonably and 
pertinaciously solicitous; troublesome, 
importune (im'por-tun, im-por'tun) [as 
prec.], a. Untimely; importunate; irk¬ 
some. v.t. To solicit pertinaciously or 
urgently; to signify. 

impose (im-p6z') [L. impOnere (cp. COM¬ 
POSE)], v.t. To lay (as a burden, tax, 
etc.) upon; to force (views, etc.) upon; 
to palm off (upon); (Print.) to arrange 
(pages of type) for printing, v.i. To 
impress oneself (upon); to practise decep¬ 
tion (upon), imposing, a. Command¬ 
ing; impressive, majestic, imposition 
(-zish'un), n. The act of imposing, 
impossible (iin-pos'ibl) [IM- (2), POSSIBLE], 
a. Not possible; impracticable; that can¬ 
not be done, thought, etc. impossibii'- 
ity, n. impos'sibly, adv. 
impost (im'post) [as IMPOSE], n. That 
which is imposed as a tax, a duty (esp. on 
imports). 

impostor (im-pos'tdr) [as IMPOSE], n. One 
who falsely assumes a character; a de¬ 
ceiver. imposture, n. Deception by the 
assumption of a false character; a swindle, 
imrpotent (im'pd-t6nt) [IM- (2), POTENT], a. 
Wanting in physical, intellectual, or moral 
power, impotence, n. 
impound (im-pound') [IM- (1), POUND (2)], 
v.t. To confine; to confiscate, 
impoverish (im-pov'dr-ish) [O.F. empoverir 
(IM- (1), povre t pauvre , poor)], v.t. To 
make poor; to exhaust the fertility, or 
resources of. impoverishment, n. 
impracticable (im-pr&k'ti-kfidol) [IM- (2), 
practicable], o. Not feasible; intract¬ 
able, stubborn. impracticability, n. 
imprecate (im'pr6-kat) [im- (1), L. preedri, 
to pray], v.t. To invoke, as an evil or 
curse (on), impreca'tion, n. 
impregnable (im-preg'n4bl) [IM- (2), L. 
prehendere t to seize], a. That cannot be 
taken by assault; able to resist all 
attacks, invincible, impregnability, n. 
impregnate (im-preg'nat) [IM- (1), L. 
proegndre , as PREGNANT], v.t. To make 
pregnant; to fertilize, render fruitful; 
to saturate (with); to imbue, impreg- 
na'tion, n. 

impresario (im-prd-za'ri-5) [It.], n. One 
who organizes a concert, or manages an 
opera company, etc. 

impress (1) (im-pres') [IM- (1), L. premere, 
to press], v.t. To stamp (a mark, etc., on); 
to produce (a mark) by pressure; to affect 
strongly, n. (im'pres) A mark or stamp 
made by pressure; an impression, 
impress (2) (im-pres') [im- (1), press (2)], 
v.t. To compel (seamen) to enter the 
public service; to seize (property, etc.) 
for the public service, n. impressible, o. 
Capable of being impressed; yielding 
to pressure; susceptible, impression 
(-presh'un), n. Act of impressing; the 
mark made; a copy from type, an engraved 
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plate, etc.; copies constituting a single 
issue of a book, engraving, etc.; effect 
produced; an indistinct notion, a slight 
recollection, impressionable, a. Easily 
impressed, impressionist, n. One of a 
school of artists who aim at a broad general 
effect, a. Pertaining to such school, 
impressive, a. Adapted to make an 
impression on the mind, impressively, 
adv. impressiveness, n. 
imprimatur (im-pri-ma'tdr) [L., let it be 
printed], n. A licence to print a book 
granted by a censor. 

imprimis (im-pri'mis) [L.], adv. First in 
order. 

imprint (im-print 7 ) [as IMPRESS (1)], v.t. 
To impress, to print, n. (im'print) A 
mark, impression, esp. the name of the 
printer or publisher of a book, etc., with 
the place, the date of publication, etc. 
imprison (im-priz 7 6n) [IM-(1), PRISON], v.t. 
To put into prison; to confine, hold in 
captivity, imprisonment, n. 
improbable (im-prob'&bl) [IM-, PROBABLE], 
a. Not likely to be true, or to happen, 
improbability, n. improbably, adv. 
impromptu (im-promp'tu) [L. in prompt'd , 
in readiness], adv. Off-hand, without pre¬ 
vious study, a. Done off-hand, extem¬ 
pore. n. An extemporaneous perform¬ 
ance, act, etc. 

improper (im-prop'6r) [IM- (2), PROPER], a. 
Not proper; unsuitable; unbecoming, in¬ 
decent; erroneous, improperly, adv. 
impropriate (im-pr6'pri-ftt) [im- (1), L. 
propriare , to appropriate], v.t. To convert 
(esp. ecclesiastical property) to one’s own 
or to private use. impropria'tion, n. 
impropriety (im-prb-pri'e-ti) [IM- (2), PRO¬ 
PRIETY], n. Quality of being improper; 
an unbecoming act, expression, etc. 
improve (im-proov 7 ) [A.-F. emproutcer , 
from O.F. prou , profit], v.t. To make 
better; to turn to profitable account; to 
take advantage of. v.i. To grow or 
become better; to recover from illness; 
to increase in value, improvable, a. 
improvement, n. Act of improving; 
advancement in value, knowledge, etc.; 
profitable use; that which is added or done 
to improve a thing, improver, n. 
Improvident (im-prov'i-d6nt) [IM- (2), 
provident], a. Not provident; thriftless; 
careless, heedless, improvidence, n. 
improvise (im'prd-vlz) [IM- (2), L. prdvlsus, 
provided], v.t. To compose and perform 
off-hand; to extemporize; to do on the 
spur of the moment, improvisation 
(-za'shfin), n. 

imprudent (im-proo'd6nt) [IM- (2), PRU¬ 
DENT], a. Wanting in foresight; rash, in¬ 
discreet. imprudence, n. 
impudent (im'pu-dent) [IM- (2), L. padens, 
feeling shame], a. Wanting in modesty; 
impertinent, insolent, impudence, n. 
impugn (im-pun 7 ) [IM- (1), L. puynare , to 
fight], v.t. To call in question, contradict, 
impugnable (im-pu'nabl), a. 
impulse (im'puls) [L . impulsus, impelled], 
n. Application or effect of an impelling 


force; influence acting suddenly on the 
mind tending to produce action; a sudden 
tendency to action, impulsion (-pul 7 - 
shun), n. Act of impelling; state of being 
impelled; impetus; instigation, impul¬ 
sive, a. Communicating impulse; actu¬ 
ated by impulse rather than by reflection, 
impulsively, adv. impulsiveness, w. 
impunity (im-pu'ni-ti) [IM- (2), L. poena , 
penalty], ». Exemption from punishment, 
penalty, or loss. 

impure (im-pur 7 ) [IM- (2), PURE], a. Not 
pure; adulterated; unclean, impurity, n. 
impute (im-put 7 ) [im- (1), L. putare , to 
reckon], v.t. To ascribe; to set to the 
account or charge of. imputable, a . 
imputation (-t&'shfin), n. Act of imput¬ 
ing; reproach, censure, 
in (in) [A.-S., L. in, Gr. eri\, prep. Within, 
inside of; denoting presence or situation 
within the limits of time, place, circum¬ 
stance, reason, etc. adv. Inside some 
place; indoors; in office; over and 
above. 

in- (1), pref. In; into; within; on; 
against, towards; as in indicate , induce ; 
(2) [L., not], pref. Un-, not, without, as 
in incomprehensible. 

inability (in-£-bil 7 i-ti) [IN- <?), ABILITY], n. 

Want of ability; lack of power or means, 
inaccessible (in-Ak-ses'ibl) [IN- (2), ACCESS¬ 
IBLE], a. Not accessible; that cannot be 
reached; not affable, inaccessibility, n. 
inaccurate (in-&k 7 u-r&t) [IN- (2), ACCU¬ 
RATE], o. Not accurate, inaccuracy, n. 
inaction (in-&k-shun) [IN- (2), ACTION], n. 
Idleness, sloth, inactive, a. inactiv 7 - 
ity, n. 

inadequate (in-5d 7 6-kwAt) [IN- (2), ADE¬ 
QUATE], a. Insufficient, unequal, inade¬ 
quately, adv. inadequacy, n. 
inadmissible (in-ad-mis 7 ibl) [IN- (2), ad¬ 
missible], a. That cannot be admitted, 
allowed, or received, inadmlssibirity, «. 
inadvertent (in-ad-v6r't6nt) [IN- (2), AD¬ 
VERTENT], o. Not paying attention; care- 
less, negligent, inadvertence, n. 
inalienable (in-a'li-e-nabl) [IN- (2), ALIEN 
able], a. That cannot be alienated oi 
transferred. 

inalterable (In-awl'ter-Abl) [in- (2), alter 
able], a. Incapable of alteration, 
inane (i-nan 7 ) [L. fnfinw, empty], a. 
Empty, void; senseless; silly, n. In¬ 
finite void space, inanity (i-niin'i-ti), n. 
inanimate (i-n&n 7 i-mat) [IN- (2), ANIMATE], 
o. Not living; dull, lifeless, 
inanition (in-a-nish'un) [L., as INANE], n. 
Emptiness; exhaustion from want of 
nourishment. 

inapplicable (in-SpOi-kAbl) [IN- (2), ap¬ 
plicable], a. Not applicable; irrelevant, 
inappreciable (in-A-pre'shabl) [IN- (2), 
appreciable], a. Not perceptible; too 
insignificant to be considered, inappre¬ 
ciably, adv. inappre'clative, a. 
inapproachable (in-a-pro'chabl) [IN- (2), 
approachable], a. Inaccessible; un¬ 
rivalled. 

inappropriate (in-A-pro'pri-at) [IN- (2), 
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appropriate], a. Unsuitable, inappro¬ 
priateness, n. 

inapt (in-fipt') [IN- (2), apt], a. Not apt; 

unsuitable, inaptitude, inaptness, n. 
inarticulate (in-ar-tik'ulAt) [in- (2), 
articulate], a. Not articulated, not 
jointed; not uttered distinctly; dumb, 
inartistic (in-ar-tis'tik) [IN- (2), artistic]. 
a. Not done, etc., according to the prin¬ 
ciples of art: not having artistic taste. 
Inasmuch (in-Az-mtich') [IN, as, much], 
adv. Seeing that, since (followed by as). 
inattention (in-a-ten'shfin; [IN- (2), atten¬ 
tion], n. Heedlessness, negligence; dis¬ 
regard of courtesy, inattentive, a. 
inaudible (in-aw'dibl) [IN- (2), audible], a. 

So low as not to be heard, inaudibly, adv. 
inaugurate (in-aw'gu-rAt) [IN- (1), L. 
augur&re , to take omens], v.t. To install 
or induct into an office; to celebrate the 
opening of with formality, pomp, or 
dignity. 

inauspicious (in-aw-spish'fis) [IN- (2), 
AUSPICIOUS], a. Unlucky, ill-omened, un¬ 
favourable. 

inborn (in'bbrn) [IN- (1), BORN], a. Innate, 
inbrced (in'bred) [IN- (1), breed], v.t. To 
breed from animals nearly related, in'¬ 
bred, a. Innate, inborn; bred from 
nearly related animals, 
incalculable (in-k&l'kfi-lAbl) [IN- (2), CAL¬ 
CULABLE], o. Not to be reckoned or 
estimated in advance; uncertain, 
incandesce (in-k&n-des') [IN- (1), L. ean- 
descere , to become white], v. To glow or 
cause to glow with heat, incandescence, 
n. incandescent, a. 

incantation (in-k&n-ta'shfin) [L. incaru&re, 
as ENCHANT], n. A formula supposed to 
add force to magical ceremonies, a charm, 
incapable (In-kA'pAbl) [IN- (2), Capable], o. 
Not capable (of); not susceptible (of); 
legally incapacitated. 

iucapacitate (in-kA-pis'i-tat) [from foil.], 
v.t. To disable; to render unfit, to dis¬ 
qualify. 

incapacity (in-ka-p5s'i-ti) [in- (2), capac¬ 
ity], n. Want of capacity; legal dis¬ 
qualification. 

incarcerate (in-kar'sAr-at) [IN- (1), L. 
career, prison], v.t. To imprison, incar¬ 
ceration, n. 

incarnate (in-kar'nAt) [IN- (1), L. caro 
cam is, flesh], o. Clothed with flesh, in 
human form; flesh-coloured, v.t. (in'kar- 
nSt) To clothe with or embody in flesh; 
to embody (an idea) in a living form, 
incarnation, n. Embodiment in human 
form; Christ’s assumption of human 
nature. 

incautious (in-kaw'shus) [IN- (2), CAU¬ 
TIOUS], a. Wanting in caution; rash, 
incendiary (in-sen'di-ar-i) [L. incendium , a 
conflagration], o. Pertaining to the mali¬ 
cious burning of property; (Jig.) inflam¬ 
matory. n. One who maliciously 6ets fire 
to a building, etc. incendiarism, n. 
incense (1) (in'sens) [L. incensum, that 
which is burnt], n. Fragrant gums, spices, 
etc., producing perfumes when burnt, used 


in religious rites. vJt. To perfume with 
incense; to offer Incense to; (2) (in-sens') 
to inflame, exasperate, enrage, 
incentive (in-sen'tiv) [L. ineentivus, setting 
a tune], a. Inciting, urging. «. Thai 
which acts as a motive or incitement, 
inception (in-sep'shun) [L. inceptus, begun], 
n. A commencement; the first stage, 
inceptive, a. (Oram.) Denoting the be¬ 
ginning of an action. 

incertitude (in-sSr'ti-tfld) [IN- (2), lato L. 
certitUdo ], n. Uncertainty. 

Incessant (in-ses'Ant) [IN- (2), L. cessans, 
ceasing], a. Unceasing, unintermittent. 
incest (in'sest) [IN-12), L. castus, chaste], n. 
Sexual intercourse between persons nearly 
related, inces'tuous, a. 
inch (inchi [A.-S. ynce, L. uncia ], n. A 
twelfth of a linear foot; (fig.) the least 
quantity or degree; (pi.) stature, 
inchoate (in'kd-at) [L. incohdtus, begun], a. 
Only begun, existing only in elements, 
undeveloped, inchoately, adv. 
incidence (in'si-dAns) [as foil.], n. Act or 
state of falling on; the direction in which 
a body, a ray of light, heat, etc., falls 
upon a surface; (fig.) scope, range, 
incident (in'si-dAnt) [IN- (1), L. cadere , to 
fall], a. Falling or striking (on or upon); 
likely to happen; appertaining (to); for¬ 
tuitous. n. That which falls out or hap¬ 
pens; a subsidiary event; an occurrence, 
esp. of a striking nature; a privilege, 
burden, etc., legally attaching to property, 
etc. inciden'tal, a. Casual, contingent; 
fortuitous, not essential; naturally con¬ 
nected with. n. Something that is inci¬ 
dental; (pi.) expenses, incidentally, adv. 
incinerate (in-sin'Ar-ftt) [IN- (1), L. cinis, 
ashes], v.t. To reduce to ashes, incin¬ 
eration, n. incin'erator, n. 
incipient (in-sip'i-6nt) [as INCEPTION], a. 

Beginning, in the first stages. 
inciplt (in'8i-pit) [as prec.] phr. Here 
begins (a book, manuscript, etc.), 
incise (in-si*') [L. inclsus, cut into], v.t. 
To engrave, to carve (inscription, pattern, 
etc.), incision (in-sizh'fin), n. The art 
of incising; a cut, gash, incisive (in-si'- 
siv), a. Having the quality of cutting 
into; sharp, penetrating; trenchant, in¬ 
cisor (in-si'z6r), n. A tooth adapted for 
catting food, one between the canines, 
incite (in-sit') [IN- (1), citk],v.c To urge; 
to stimulate, prompt, ercourage (to action), 
incitement, n. An incentive, motive, 
incivil (in-siv'il) [IN- (2), CIVIL], a. Rude, 
unpolished, incivility, n. Impoliteness, 
inclement (in-klem'6nt) [IN- (2), CLEMENT], 
a. Merciless; rough,severe; stormy, in- 
clemently, adv. inclemency, n. 
incline (in-klin') [in- (I), L. clin&re , to 
bend], v.t. To deviate from a normal 
direction; to lean; to be disposed; to 
have a propensity or inclination, v.t. To 
cause to deviate; to give a leaning to ; to 
bow or stoop; (fig.) to dispose, turn. n. 
(in'klin) An inclination; a slope, gradient, 
inclina'tion, n. Act of inclining or bend¬ 
ing; a deviation; bent of the mind or 
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will; disposition, propensity (to or for); 
liking (for). 

include (in-klood') [IN- (1), L. claudere , to 
shut], v.t. To contain, to hold, to com¬ 
prise, to comprehend, inclusion (in- 
kloo'zhhn), n. inclusive (-siv), a. 
incognito (in-kog'ni-tS) [IN- (2), L. cognitus , 
learned], a. Living or going under an 
assumed name or character, n. (fem. -ta) 
incoherent (in-kb-her'bnt) [IN- (2), coher¬ 
ent], o. Wanting cohesion of parts; 
disconnected, inconsistent, incoherence, 
-ency, incohesion (-he'zbhn). 
incombustible (in-kbm-bfis'tibl) [IN- (2), 
COMBUSTIBLE], a. Incapable of being 
burnt, n. An incombustible substance, 
etc. incombustibirity, n. 
income (in'kfim) [IN- (1), COME], n. 
Amount of money (usu. annual) accruing 
as payment, interest, etc., from labour, 
business, or property, income-tax : A 
tax levied on incomes above a certain 
amount. 

incommensurable (in-kb-men'shbr-bbl) 
[IN- (2), COMMENSURABLE], a. Having no 
common measure (with another number 
or quantity); not fit or worthy to be 
measured(with). incommensurability, n. 
incommode (in-kb-mod') [IN- (2), L. corn- 
modus , convenient], v.t. To cause incon¬ 
venience to; to embarrass, hinder, in- 
commo'dious, o. Not commodious; in¬ 
convenient. incommod'ity, n. 
incommunicable (in-kb-mu'ni-k&bl) [IN- 
(2), COMMUNICABLE], o. That cannot be 
communicated to or shared with an¬ 
other. 

incomparable (in-kom'pir-&bl) [IN- (2), 
comparable], o. Not to be compared (to 
or with); unequalled. 

incompatible (in-kbm-p&t'ibl) [IN- (2), 
compatible], a. Inconsistent with some¬ 
thing else; incongruous, incompfitibil'- 
ity, n. 

incompetent (in-kom'pb-tbnt) [IN- (2), 
COMPETENT], o. Lacking adequate power, 
means, etc. (to do); wanting legal fitness 
or qualification, incompetence, n. 
incomplete (in-kbm-plet') [IN- (2), COM¬ 
PLETE], a. Not complete, not perfect, 
incomprehensible (in-kom-prb-hen'sibl) 
[IN- (2), COMPREHENSIBLE], O. That CSD- 
not be comprehended or understood, in¬ 
conceivable. incomprehensibirity, n. 
Incompressible (in-k6m-pres'ibl) [IN- (2), 
COMPRESSIBLE], a. Not compressible; 
resisting compression, incompressibil'- 
ity, n. 

inconceivable (in-kbn-sS'v&bl) [IN- (2), 
CONCEIVABLE], a. Not conceivable; in¬ 
credible, most extraordinary, 
inconclusive (in-kbn-kloo'siv) [IN- (2), con¬ 
clusive], a. Not conclusive; not decisive 
(of evidence), inconclusively, adv. 
incongruous (in-kong'gru-ds) [IN- (2), CON¬ 
GRUOUS], a. Net agreeing or harmonizing; 
inconsistent; out of place, incongruity 
(-groo'i-ti), n. incongruously, adv. 
inconsequent (in-kon'se-kw6nt) [IN- (2), 
CONSEQUENT], a. Irrelevant; illogical; 


disconnected, inconsequence, n. in¬ 
consequential, a. 

inconsiderable (in-kon-sid'br-abl) [IN- (2), 
considerable], a. Not deserving con¬ 
sideration ; insignificant, trivial, 
inconsiderate (in-kbn-sid'br-&t) [IN- (2), 
considerate], a. Hasty, incautious; hav¬ 
ing no consideration for others, 
inconsistent (in-kbn-sis'tbnt) [IN- (2), CON¬ 
SISTENT], a. Incongruous; incompatible 
(with); self-contradictory, not uniform, 
changeable, inconsistency, n. 
inconsolable (in-kOn-soiabl) [IN- (2), CON- 
SOLABLE], a. Not to be consoled (of a 
person, grief, etc.), inconsolably, adv. 
inconspicuous (in-kbn-spik'u-us) [IN- (2), 
conspicuous], a. Not readily discernible 
by the sight; small, obscure, 
inconstant (in-kon'stant) [IN- (2), CON¬ 
STANT], a. Changeable, fickle; variable, 
irregular, inconstancy, n. 
incontestable (in-kbn-tes't&bl) [IN- (2), 
CONTESTABLE], a. Indisputable, undeni¬ 
able. incontestably, adv. 
incontinent (in-kon'ti-n6nt) [IN- (2), CON¬ 
TINENT (1)], a. Not restraining the passions 
or appetites; licentious, 
incontrollable (in-kon-trbi&bl) TIN- (2), 
controllable], a. Not controllable, 
incontrovertible (in-kon-tro-vSr'tibl) [IN- 
(2), CONTROVERTIBLE], a. Incontestable, 
indisputable, incontrovertlbil'ity,«. 
inconvenient (in-kbn-ve-ni-bnt) [IN- (2), 
convenient], a. Not convenient, incom¬ 
modious; causing or tending to cause 
trouble, uneasiness, etc.; inopportune, 
inconvenience, n. 

inconvertible (in-kbn-vgr'tibl) [IN- (2), 
convertible], a. Incapable of being con¬ 
verted into or exchanged for something 
else, esp. money, inconvertibly, adv. 
incorporate (in-kbr'pb-rat) [IN- (1), L. 
corpus , body], a. Combined into one body 
or corporation, closely united; made into 
a corporation, v.t. (-rat) To unite or 
combine into one mass or body (with); to 
form into a legal corporation; to embody, 
v.t. To become united or incorporated 
(with another) so as to form one body, 
incorpora'tion, n. 

Incorporeal (in-kbr-p6r'6-&l) [IN- (2), cor¬ 
poreal)], a. Not corporeal; immaterial, 
incorrect (in-kb-rekt') [IN- (2), CORRECT], a. 
Not in accordance with truth, propriety, 
etc.; inaccurate; unbecoming, 
incorrigible (in-kor'i-jibl) [in- (2), corri¬ 
gible], o. Incapable of being improved; 
beyond hope of amendment, 
incorrupt (in-kb-rupt') [IN- (2), CORRUPT], 
a. Not decayed, marred, or impaired; 
untainted; above bribery, incorrupt¬ 
ible, a. Incapable of corruption or decay; 
eternal; not to be bribed, incorrupt¬ 
ibility, n. incorruption (-rup'shun), n. 
Freedom from corruption, 
increase (in-kres') [IN- (1), L. crescere , to 
grow], v.t. To become greater in bulk, 
quantity, value, degree, etc.; to multiply 
by the production of young, v.t. T*» 
make greater in number, bulk, etc.; to 
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add to, to extend, intensify, n. (in'-) 
Act, state, or process of increasing; 
growth; that which is added; incre¬ 
ment. 

incredible (in-kred'ibl) [IN- (2), credible], 
a. Passing belief; astounding, incredi¬ 
bility, n. incredibly, adv. 
incredulous (in-kred'u-lus) [IN- (2), credu¬ 
lous], a. Sceptical (of); unbelieving, 
incredulity, n. incredulously, adv. 
increment (in'kr6-ment) [L. incrementum , 
as INCREASE], n. Act or process of increas¬ 
ing; an addition, increase; amount of 
increase, incremental, a. 
incriminate (in-krim'i-nat) [IN- (1), crimi¬ 
nate], v.i. To charge with a crime; to 
involve (a person) in a charge, 
incrustation (in-krus-ta'shun) [as EN¬ 
CRUST], ». Act or process of encrusting; 
a hard coating on a surface, 
incubate (in'ku-bat) [IN- (1), L. cub dre, to 
lie], v.t. To sit on (eggs) in order to hatch; 
to hatch by natural or artificial means; 
(fig.) to evolve (a plan, etc.) by meditation. 
v.i. To brood, incuba'tion, n. in'- 
cubator, n. An apparatus for hatching 
eggs artificially. 

incubus (in'ku-biis) [as prec.], n. (pi. -bi) 
A nightmare; (fig.) any person or influence 
that oppresses, harasses, or restrains, 
inculcate (in'kul-kat) [IN- (1), L. calcare , 
to tread], v.t. To impress (upon the 
mind); to enforce, instil, inculca'tion, n. 
inculpate (in'kul-pat) [IN- (1), L. culpa , 
fault], v.t. To charge with participation 
in a crime, inculpa'tion, n. 
incumbent (in-kum'b6nt) [IN- (1), L. cum- 
bens , lying], a. Lying, pressing, or weigh¬ 
ing (upon); imposed (upon) as a duty or 
obligation, n. One in possession of an 
office, esp. a clergyman holding a bene¬ 
fice. 

incunabula (in-ku-nab'u-li) [L., swaddling 
clothes], n.pl. (sing. - lum) Books printed 
during the early period of the art. 
incur (in-kSr') [IN- (1), L. currere , to nm], 
v.t. To render oneself liable to (injury, 
punishment, etc.). 

incurable (in-kur'abl) [IN- (2), CURABLE], 
o. That cannot be cured or healed; 
hopeless, irreparable, n. One suffering 
from an incurable disease, 
incurious (in-kur'i-us) [IN- (2), CURIOUS], a. 

Not curious or inquisitive; indifferent, 
incursion (in-kCr'shun) [as INCUR], n. A 
sudden inroad, a raid, incur'sive, a. 
indebted (in-det'6d) [O.F. endettk (EN-, 
dette , debt)], o. Being under an obligation 
(to or for), owing money (to), indebted¬ 
ness, n. 

Indecent (in-d§'s6nt) [IN- (2), decent], a. 
Unseemly; immodest, grossly indelicate, 
obscene, indecency, n. 
indecipherable (in-d6-sl'f6r-4bl) [IN- (2), 
DECIPHERABLE], a. Illegible, 
indecision (in-d6-sizh'un) [IN- (2), de¬ 
cision], n. Want of decision; irresolu¬ 
tion. indecisive (-si'siv), a. Not decisive 
or conclusive; hesitating, indecisively, 
adv. indecisiveness, 


indeclinable (in-d6-kli'n4bl) [IN- (2), de¬ 
clinable], a. (Oram.) Not varied by 
terminations, having no inflexions, 
indecorous (in-de-kor'us, -dek'6-rus) [IN- 
(2), DECOROUS], a. Violating decorum or 
good manners, indecorum (in-dS-kor'- 
um), n. 

indeed (in-ded') [IN, deed], adv. In 
reality, of a truth (expressing emphasis, 
interrogation, etc.), int. Expressing sur¬ 
prise, irony, interrogation, etc. 
indefatigable (in-de-f4t'i-g4bl) [IN- (2), L. 
defatigare , to wear out], a. Not yielding 
to fatigue; unwearied, 
indefeasible (in-dAfe'zibl) [IN- (2), defeas¬ 
ible], a. Incapable of being annulled or 
forfeited, indefeasibil'ity, n. 
indefensible (in-de-fen'sibl) [IN- (2), de¬ 
fensible], a. Incapable of being de¬ 
fended. 

indefinable (in-d6-fl'n&bl) [IN- (2), defin¬ 
able], a. That cannot be defined, 
indefinite (in-def'i-nit) [IN- (2), definite], 
a. Not limited or defined, not determin¬ 
ate; vague, uncertain; without limit; 
(Gram.) not defining or determining the 
things, etc., to which they apply; applied 
to tenses by which an action is expressed 
but not whether it is continuous or com¬ 
plete. indefinitely, adv. 
indelible (in-del'ibl) [IN- (2), L. deUbilis % 
as DELETE], a. That cannot be effaced, 
indelicate (in-del'i-kat) [in- (2), delicate], 
a. Wanting in delicacy; unrefined; offen¬ 
sive to propriety, indelicacy, n. 
indemnify (in-dem'ni-fl) [IN- (2), L. dam - 
nwm, loss, -FY], v.t. To secure from or 
compensate for damage, loss, etc. indem¬ 
nification, n. indem'nity, n. Security 
against or compensation for damage, loss, 
or penalties; a sum paid as such com¬ 
pensation. 

indemonstrable (in- d6- mon'strabl) [IN- 
(2), demonstrable], a. That cannot be 
demonstrated; axiomatic, 
indent (in-dent') [IN- (1) L. dens dentis, 
tooth], v.t. To notch or cut into as with 
teeth; (Print.) to set in farther from the 
margin than the rest of the paragraph; to 
order by an indent, n. A notch in the 
margin of anything; an official order for 
stores from the commissariat; an order 
for goods, inden'ture, n. An agreement 
binding an apprentice to a master; an 
official voucher, certificate, register, etc. / 
independent (in-d6-pen'dent) [IN- (2), de¬ 
pendent], a. Not subject to the control, 
power, or authority of another, not sub¬ 
ordinate ; free to manage one’s own affairs; 
affording the means of independence; 
self-reliant; free from bias. n. One who 
is independent; a Congregationalist. in¬ 
dependently, adv. independence, n. 
indescribable (in-de-skri'babl) [IN- (2), 
describable], a. Too fine or too bad for 
description. 

indestructible (in-de-strfik'tibl) [IN- (2), k' 

destructible], o. Incapable of being > 

destroyed. 

indeterminable (in-de-ter'mi-nabl) -IN 
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(2), DETERMINABLE], a. That cannot be 
determined or defined; that cannot be 
terminated. 

Indeterminate (in-d6-tSr-mi-nat) [IN- (2), 
determinate], a. Indefinite, undefined, 
not precise. 

index (in'deks) [L. index, a forefinger, an 
informer], n. (pi. indexes. Math, indices') 
That which serves to point out; the fore¬ 
finger; a hand (of a watch, etc.), a pointer 
to anything; the contents of a book in 
alphabetical order with page-references: 
(Alg.) the exponent of a power, y.l. To 
provide with an index; to enter in an 
index. 

India (in'di-a) [the Indus, Sansk. sindhu, 
river], n. A great peninsula in the south 
of Asia. Indiaman, n. A large ship 
employed in the Indian trade. India 
paper : A fine, absorbent paper, imported 
from China, used by engravers for taking 
proofs; a very thin, tough, and opaque 
paper, india-rubber, n. A soft, elastic 
substance obtained from the coagulated 
juice of certain tropical plants. Indian, a. 
Belonging to the East or West Indies, to 
the natives of India, or to the aborigines 
of America, n. A native of India; one 
of the aborigines of America or the West 
Indies. 

indicate (in'di-kat) [IN- (1), L. dicare, to 
point out], v.t. To show, point out; to 
be a sign or token of. indica'tion, n. 
indicative, a. (Gram.) Applied to that 
mood <?f a verb which affirms, denies, or 
asks questions; denoting something not 
visible or obvious, n. The indicative 
mood, in'dicator, n. One who or that 
which indicates. 

indict (in-dit') [as INDITE], v.t. To charge 
with a crime, esp. by an indictment, 
indictable, a. Liable to be indicted; 
forming a ground of indictment, 
indictment (in-dit'ment) [INDICT, -MENT], 
n. The act of indicting; a formal accusa¬ 
tion presented by the grand jury to a 
court; the document embodying this, 
indifferent (in-dif'er-ent) [IN- (2)], a. 
Impartial, neutral; unconcerned, apa¬ 
thetic; neither good nor bad; of little 
moment (to); of a barely passable quality, 
indifference, n. 

indigenous (in-dij'6-nus) [L. indigenus], 
a. Native, not exotic; innate (to), 
indigent (in'di-jent) [L. indigens ], a. 
In want, necessitous; in need (of); 
destitute (of), indigence, n. 
indigested (in-di-jes'ted) [IN- (2), L. 
digest us, digested], a. Not digested; not 
reduced to order; crude; shapeless, 
indiges'tion, n. Dyspepsia, 
indignant (in-dig'nAnt) [IN (2), L. dignus, 
worthy], a. Inflamed with or expressive 
of wrath and disdain, indignantly, adv. 
indignation, n. The feeling excited by 
that which is unworthy, mean, base, or 
unjust; anger, disdain, indig'nity, n. 
Undeserved contemptuous conduct; an 
act of incivility, an insult, 
indigo (in' di-go) [Gr. indikon, Indian], ». 


A blue dye obtained from the indigo- 
plant ; a deep-blue colour, 
indirect (in-di-rekt') [IN- (2), DIRECT], a. 
Deviating; not straight or rectilinear; 
not resulting directly or immediately from 
a cause; (of taxes) not paid directly, but 
in the form of increased prices, etc.; not 
fair, not open or straightforward, 
indiscipline (in-dis'i-plin) [IN- (2), dis¬ 
cipline], n. Want of discipline, 
indiscreet (in-dis-kret') [in- (2), discreet], 
a. Wanting in discretion; incautious, 
indiscrete, a. Not discrete or separated, 
indiscretion (-kresh'un), n. Want of 
discretion; imprudence; indiscreet act or 
conduct. 

indiscriminate (in-dis-krim'i-n&t) [IN- 
(2), discriminate], a. Wanting in dis¬ 
crimination: making no distinction; con¬ 
fused. indiscriminating.indiscrimina- 
tive, a. indiscrimination, n. 
indispensable (in-dis-pen'sabl) [IN- (2), 
dispensable], a. That cannot be dis¬ 
pensed with: absolutely necessary, 
indispose (in-dis-p5z') [IN- (2), DISPOSE], 
v.t. To make disinclined or unfavourable; 
to make slightly ill. indisposed, a. 
indisposition (-p6-zish'un), n. Disinclina¬ 
tion : a slight illness. 

indisputable (in-dis'pii-tabl) [IN- (2). 
DISPUTABLE], a. Too clear to admit oi 
question, indisputability, n. 
indissoluble (in-dis'6-lubl) [IN- (2), DIS» 
soluble], a. Not to be dissolved or dis¬ 
integrated; stable, binding, 
indistinct (in-dis-tinkt') [IN- (2), DISTINCT], 
a. Obscure; not readily distinguishable; 
faint. indistinctive, a. Not distinc¬ 
tive. 

indistinguishable (in-dis-ting'gwish-abl) 
[IN- (2), DISTINGUISHABLE], a. Not dis¬ 
tinguishable. 

individual (in-di-vid'u-&l) [med. L. indlvi- 
dudlis (IN- (2), dlvldere, to divide)], a. 
Subsisting as a single indivisible entity; 
particular as opp. to general; distinctive. 
n. A single person, animal, or thing; (vulg.) 
a person, individualism, n. Egoism, 
self-interest, selfishness; idiosyncrasy, 
personal peculiarity; a system in which 
each individual works for his own ends, 
independent action as opp. to co-operation, 
collectivism, or Socialism, individual¬ 
istic, a. individual'ity, n. 
indivisible (in-di-viz'ibl) [IN- (2), DIVISIBLE] 
a. Not divisible; that cannot be exactly 
divided.„ indivisibly, adv. 

Indo- [INDIA], comb. form. Belonging to, 
or connected with India. Indo-Aryan 
(in'do-ar'i-an), a. Pertaining to the 
Indian division of the Aryan family of 
races. 

indolent (in'do-lSnt) [late L. indolens ], a. 

Habitually idle or lazy, indolence, n. 
indomitable (in-dom'i-tabl) [IN- (2), L. 
domitdre , to tame], a. Untameable, uncon¬ 
querable. indomitably, adv. 

Indoor (in'dor) [in-, door], a. Being or 
done within doors, indoors, adv. Within 
a house or.building. 
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indubitable (in-dfl'bi-tAbl) [IN- (2), DUBIT- 
ABLE], a. Not doubtful, unquestionable, 
induce (in-dus') [IN (1), L. ddcere , to lead], 
v.t. To lead by persuasiou or reasoning, 
to prevail on; to bring about; (Log.) to 
derive as a deduction, inducement, n. 
Act of inducing; a motive, reason, incite¬ 
ment. 

induct (in-dfikt') [as prec.], v.t. To put in 
actual possession of an ecclesiastical 
benefice. 

induction (in-duk'shfin) [as prec.], n. 
The process of adducing facts to prove 
a general statement; (Log.) the process of 
inferring a law from particular instances, 
dist. from deduction, induc'tive, a. 
indulge (in-dulj') [L. v.t. indulgPre ], To 
yield to the desires, humours, or wishes of; 
to gratify (one’s weakness, etc.); to har¬ 
bour, foster, v.t. To yield to one’s 
desires (in), indulgence, n. Act or 
practice of indulging, complying to desires, 
etc.; a favour or privilege granted; 
liberality, tolerance; (R.-C. Ch.) a remis¬ 
sion of the punishment still due to sin 
after sacramental absolution, 
indurate (inMu-rit) [to- (1), L. durdre, 
to make hard], v.t. To harden; to render 
obdurate or unfeeling, v.i. To become 
hard; to become fixed, induration, n. 
industrial (in-dus'tri-Al) [INDUSTRY, -al], 
a. Pertaining to industry, 
industrious (in-dus'tri-hs) [as foil.], o. 
Characterized by industry; assiduous in 
business or study. Industriously, adv. 
industry (in'dds-tri) [L. industrial n. 
Diligence, assiduity, steady application to 
any business or pursuit; useful work, esp. 
mechanical and manufacturing pursuits as 
dist. from agriculture and commerce. 

-ine, suf. Pertaining to, of the nature of; 
forming adjectives, as crystalline , divine , 
marine ; forming feminine nouns, as heroine 
abstract nouns, as discipline , medicine ; 
names of alkaloids and basic substances, as 
cocaine , morphine. 

inebriate (in-e'bri-St), [in- (1), L. ebrias, 
drunk], v.t. To make drunk, a. (-at) 
Intoxicated, n. An habitual drunkard, 
inebriant, a. inebriety (in-6-bri'e-ti), n. 
inedited (in-ed'i-ted) [IN- (2), edit], o. 

Not edited or revised, not published, 
ineffable (in-ef'&bl) [IN- (2), L. effdrl , EF-, 
fdri , to speak], a. Unutterable, beyond 
expression, ineffably, adv. 
ineffaceable (in-G-fa'sabl) [IN- (2), efface 
able], a. That cannot be rubbed out. 
ineffective (in-6-fek'tiv) [in- (2), effective], 
a. Not producing any or the desired 
effect; inefficient, ineffectively, adv. 
ineffectual (in-6-fek'tu-Al) [in- (2), effec¬ 
tual], a. No producing any effect; 
pow-ricss. 

inefficacious (in-ef-i-ka'shus) [IN- (2), 
EFFICACIOUS], a. Not efficacious; pro- 
dur-mg no result, inef'flcacy, n. 
inefficient (in-6-fish'6nt) [IN- (2), EFFICIENT], 
a. Wanting in ability or capacity, 
inefficiency, n. 

inelegant (m-el'e-g&nt) [in- (2), elegant], 


o. Wanting in grace, polish, refinement, 
etc. inelegance, n. 

ineligible (in-el'i-jibl) [IN- (2), eligible], a. 
Not eligible; not capable of being selected, 
ineligibil'ity, n. 

inept (in-ept') [IN- (2), L. aptus t apt], a. 
Not fit or suitable; silly, absurd, inepti¬ 
tude, ineptness, n. ineptly, adv. 
inequality (in-6-kwol'i-ti) [IN- (2), I 
equality], n. Want of equality; diversity, 
irregularity, variability, disparity; unfair¬ 
ness, partiality. 

inequitable (in-ek'wi-tdbl) [IN- (2), equit¬ 
able], a. Not fair or iust. 
ineradicable (in-6-r&d'i-k4bl) [IN- (2), 
eradicable], o. That cannot be eradi¬ 
cated. 

inert (in-€rt') pN- (2), L. ars , art], a. 
Destitute of inherent power; motionless, f 
sluggish; indisposed to move or act; 
destitute of active chemical powers, 
inertia (in-Sr'shA), n. That property 
of a body by which it persists in an existing 
state of rest or of uniform motion, unless 
an external force changes that state, 
inestimable (in-es'ti-m&bl) [IN- (2), 
estimable], a. That cannot be estimated; 
too valuable to be rated, 
inevitable (ln-ev'i-tAbl) [IN- (2), L. Svltdre , 
to avoid], a. That cannot be avoided or 
prevented, inevitableness, n. 
inexact (in-6g-z3kt) [IN- (2), EXACT], a. 

Not precisely accurate, inexactitude, n. 
inexcusable (in-6ks-ku'zabl) [IN- (2), 
EXCUSABLE], a. Not to be excused or 
justified, inexcusably, adv. 
inexhaustible [IN (21, exhaust], a. That 
cannot be exhausted; unfailing, 
inexorable (in-ek'sdr-Abl) [IN- (2), ex-, 

L. drare, to pray], a. Incapable of beiDg 
persuaded; unbending, relentless, 
inexpedient (in-6k-sp§'di-ent) [IN- (2), 
expedient], a. Not expedient; unadvis- 
able. inexpedience, -diency, n. 
inexpensive (in-6k-spen'siv) [in- (2), 
EXPENSIVE], a. Not expensive; cheap, 
inexperienced (in-6k-spgr'i-6nst) [in- (2), 
experience], n. Not having knowledge 
gained by experience, 
inexpert (in-6k-spSrt') [IN- (2), EXPERT], a. 
Not expert, unskilful, inexpertly, adv. 
inexpiable (in-ek'spi-Abl) [IN- (2), expi- 
able], a. That cannot be atoned for. 
inexplicable (in-ek'spli-kabl) [IN- (2), ex¬ 
plicable], a. Not capable of being made 
plain or Intelligible; not to be ex¬ 
plained. 

inexplicit (In-6k-splis'it) [IN- (2), EXPLICIT], 
a. Not definitely or clearly stated, 
inexpressible (in-6k-spres'ibl) [m- (2), 
expressible], a. Incapable of being 
expressed or described; unutterable, un¬ 
speakable. inexpressive, a. 
inextinguishable (in-6k-sting'gwish-Abl) 

[IN- (2), EXTiNGUiGiiABLE], a. Incapable 
of being extinguished, 
inextricable (in-ek'stri-k&bl) [IN- (2), 
extricable], a. That cannot be dis¬ 
entangled. 

infallible (in-fal'ibl) [IN- (2), fallible], a 
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Exempt from liability to error or failure, 
infallibil ity, n. infallibly, adv. 
infamous (in'f4-mus) [L. infamis ], o. 
Having an ill reputation; notoriously vile; 
branded with infamy by conviction for a 
crime, infamously, adv. infamy, n. 
Total loss of reputation; public reproach, 
infant (in'f4nt) [O.F. enfant , L. infans 
(IN- (2), fans , speaking)], n. A child 
during ita earliest years; ( Law ) a person 
under twenty-one, a minor, a. Young, 
tender; pertaining to infants, infancy, n. 
infanticide (in-f&n'ti-sld) [infant, -CIDE], 
n. Murder of a new-born infant; the 
murderer of an Infant, 
infantile (in'fan-tll) [as INFANT], a. Per¬ 
taining to infants or infancy; childish, 
infantry (in'fan-tri) [It. infanteria , from 
infante , a youth, as INFANT], n. {collect.) 
Footrsoldiers, infantryman, n. A sol¬ 
dier in an infantry regiment, 
infatuate (in-f&t'u-at) [L. infatu&tus], v.t. 
To deprive of judgment, to affect with 
folly ; to inspire with an extravagant 
passion, infatuation, n. 
infect (ln-fekt') [L. infectus, tainted], v.t. 
To act upon by contagion or infection; 
to taint with disease; to corrupt, to 
affect (with depravity, noxious opinions, 
etc.), infection, n. infectious, a. 
infer (in-fSr') [IN- (1), L ferre, to bear, 
bring], v.t. To deduce as a fact, conse¬ 
quence, or result; to conclude; to imply. 
v.i. To draw inferences, inferable, a. 
inference, n. 

inferior (in-fer'i-6r) [L., comp, of infer us, 
low], a. Lower in place, rank, quality, 
etc.; subordinate, n. One who is 
inferior to another; a subordinate. 

inferiority, n. 

infernal (in-fer'nil) [L. inferndlis, as prec.], 
a. Pertaining to hell or the lower regions; 
hellish; diabolical; confounded, 
infertile (in-fer'til) [IN- (2), fertile], a. 
Not fertile; unfruitful. Infertility, n. 
infest (in-fest') [L. infestus % hostile], v.t. 
To overrun, to haunt, so as to harass, 
infidel (in'fi-d61) [IN- (2), L. fldilis, faith], 
a. Disbelieving in the faith of the person 
using the epithet; rejecting the Christian 
religion; agnostic, sceptical; also non- 
Jewish or non-Mohammedan, n. One 
who disbelieves in a given form of faith, 
infidelity (-dell-ti), n. Disbelief in 
Christianity; breach of trust, disloyalty, 
infinite (in'fi-nifc) [IN- (2), FINITE], o. Hav¬ 
ing no limits, endless; indefinitely great 
or numerous, n. Infinite space, infinity; 
(Jig.) a vast or infinite amount; the infinite 
Being, God. infinitesimal (-teal-mil), a. 
infinitely small; insignificant; less than 
any assignable quantity, infinitude, n. 
infinity, n. 

infinitive (in-fln'i-tiv) [as prec.], a. (Gram.) 
t Unlimited; applied to that mood of a verb 
which expresses the action without regard 
to any person, etc. n. The infinitive 
mood. 

infirm (in-fgrm') [IN- (2), FIRM (1)], a. 
Lacking health through age or disease; 


weak-minded, irresolute, infirmary, n. 
A place in which the sick or injured are 
lodged and nursed, infirmity, n. 
infix (in-fiks') [in, fix], v.t. To fix in; to 
implant firmly. 

inflame (in-flam') [IN- (1), FLAME)], v.t. 
To kindle; to cause inflammation in, 
to render morbidly hot; to excite, stir 
up passion, etc.; to intensify, aggravate. 
v.i. To burst into a blaze; to become 
inflamed or excited. inflammable 
(-flam'abl), a. That may be easily set 
on fire; readily enkindled, 
inflate (in-fiat') [IN- fl), L. flatus, blown], 
v.t. To distend with air; to puff out; 
to expand or raise (prices, reputation, 
etc.) artificially, inflated, a. Distended 
wdth air; bombastic, turgid; expanded or 
raised artificially, infla'tion, n. 
inflect (in-flekt') [IN- (1), L. flectere , to 
bend], v.t. To bend; to turn from a 
straight course; to modulate (as the 
voice); to change the terminations of 
(words), to decline, conjugate, inflec¬ 
tive, a. Capable of bending; (Gram.) 
inflexional, indexed (-flekst'), a. Bent, 
curved, inflexible, a. Incapable of being 
bent; that will not yield to entreaties; 
firm of will or purpose, inflexibility, n. 
inflexibly, adv. inflexion (in-flek'shun), 
n. Act of Inflecting; state of being 
inflected; modulation of the voice; varia¬ 
tion of the termination of words in declen¬ 
sion and conjugation, inflexional, a. 
inflict (in-flikt') [L. inflictvs, p.p. of infllgere 
(IN- (1 ), L. fiictus, dashed], v.t. To impose 
upon as a penalty or punishment; to 
cause to suffer (something), infliction 
(-flik'shiin), n. The act of inflicting; a 
punishment inflicted; an annoyance, 
influence (in'flh-6ns) [IN- (1), L. fluere, to 
flow], n. Power to move, direct, or 
control, ascendency (over); energy affect¬ 
ing other bodies, as electric and magnetic 
induction; a person, thing, etc., exercising 
moral power (over), v.t. To exercise 
influence upon; to modify (motives, etc.) 
to any end; to bias, sway, influential 
(-en'shal), a. 

influenza (in-flu-en'z4) [IL, as INFLUENCE], 
n. A severe and epidemic catarrh, con¬ 
tagious and infective. 

influx (in'flfiks) [as influence], n. A 
flowing (into). 

inform (in-form') [IN- (1), L. forware , to 
form], v.t. To imbue (with feeling, 
vitality, etc.); to communicate know¬ 
ledge to; to give form to. v.i. To take 
form or shape; to disclose facts, to bring 
a charge (against), informant, n. 
information, n. The act of communi¬ 
cating knowledge; Intelligence communi¬ 
cated; notice; a complaint presented 
as a preliminary to criminal proceedings, 
informer, n. One who informs, esp. 
one who lays an information respecting a 
breach of the law. 

informal (in-for'mal) [IN- (2), FORMAL], a. 
Not in accordance with proper or customary 
forms; without formality, inl'ormal'ity, n. 
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infra- [L., below], pref. Below, beneath, 
infrangible (in-fran'jibl) [IN- (2), FRAN¬ 
GIBLE], a. Ill it cannot be broken, 
infrequent (in-fre'kwent) [IN- (2), FRE¬ 
QUENT], a. Rare, unusual, 
infringe (in-frinj)' [IN- (1), L. frangere , 
to break], v.t. To break (a law, contract, 
etc.); to violate, neglect to obey. v.i. 
To intrude (upon), infringement, n. 
infuriate (in-fu'ri-&t) [IN- (1), L. furia, 
FURY], v.t. To provoke to fury, 
infuse (in-fuz') [IN- (1), L. fdsus , poured], 
v.t. To pour (into); to inculcate, implant; 
to obtain an extract by steeping, infu'- 
sion, n. Act of infusing; inculcation, 
-ing, suf. Forming verbal nouns, as 
cleansing , hunting ; denoting occupations, 
as bricklaying , soldiering ; denoting the 
results, material used, etc., as painting , 
scaffolding , washing ; used as a gerund, 
as my having written ; as participial adjec¬ 
tives, as charming , fleeting ; forming dimi¬ 
nutives, as farthing , lording. 
ingathering (in-gfif/i'er-ing) [in- (1) gather¬ 
ing], n. The act of gathering, 
ingenious (in-jS'ni-us) [L. ingenidsus, as 
genius], a. Possessed of natural capacity; 
skilful, clever in contriving, etc.; curious 
in design or contrivance, ingenuity, n. 
ingenuous [in-jen'u-us) [L. ingenuus, 
frank], a. Open, candid, ingenuous¬ 
ness, n. 

ingle (ingl) [?], n. A fire on the hearth, 
ingle-ncck, n.. A chimney-corner, 
inglorious (in-glor'i-us) [in- (2), glorious], 
a. Not glorious; shameful, 
ingoing (in'go-ing) [in- (1), GOING], a. Going 
in, entering, n. Entrance, 
ingot (ing'got) [?], n. A mass of cast 
metal from the crucible. 

Ingratc (in-grat') [in- (2), L. grdtus, 
pleasing], n. An ungrateful person, 
ingratiate (in-gra'shi-at) [L. in gratiam., 
into favour], v.t. To insinuate oneself 
into goodwill with another, 
ingratitude (in-gr&t'-itud) [as ingrate], n. 
Want of gratitude. 

ingredient (in-gre'di-ent) [L. ingrediens, 
walking in (in- (1), gradi, to walk)], n. 
That which enters into a compound as an 
element, a component part, 
ingress (in'gres) [as prec.], ». The act 
of entering, entrance; power or liberty 
of entrance. 

inguinal (ing'gwi-nal) [L. inguen, the 
groin], n. Pertaining to the groin, 
ingurgitate (in-gSr'ji-tat) [in- (1), L. 
gurges, a whirlpool], v.t. To swallow down 
greedily; to engulf, v.t. To gorge, 
inhabit (in-b&b'it) [in- (1), L. habitare f to 
dwell], v.t. To dwell in; to occupy as a 
place of settled residence, inhabitable, a. 
Fit for habitation, inhabitant, n. 
inhale (in-haT) [in- (1), L. halare, to 
breathe], v.t. To breathe in, draw into 
the lungs. inhala tion, n. inhaler, «, 
One who inhales; a respirator, 
inharmonious (in-har-mo'ni-us) [in- (2). 
harmonious^ q, Not harmonious; un¬ 
musical. 


inhere (in-her') [IN- (1), L. hcerSre , to’ 
stick], v.i. To belong or exist (in) as an 
attribute; to be an essential or necessary 
part (in); inherence, -ency, n. inher¬ 
ent, o. Permanently belonging (in or to); 
inseparable; innate, inherently, adv. 
inherit (in-her'it) [O.F. enheriter ], v.t. 
To receive by legal succession; to derive 
from one’s ancestors as part of one’s 
nature, v.i. To take or come into pos¬ 
session as an heir. inheritance, n. 
inheritor, inheritress, -trlx, n. 
inhibit (in-hib'it) [IN- (1), L. habere , to 
have, hold], v.t. To restrain, hinder, 
put a stop to (an action, nervous process, 
etc.); to forbid, interdict; to prohibit 
(a priest) from exercising his office, 
inhibi tion, n. Act of inhibiting, 
inhospitable (in-hos'pi-t&bl) [IN- (2), ; 
hospitable], a. Not inclined to show 
hospitality; affording no shelter, desolate, 
inhuman (in-hu'man) [in- (2), human], 
o. Destitute of kindness towards one’s 
fellow-creatures; brutal, unfeeling, in¬ 
humanity, n. 

inimical (l-niml-k&l) [in- (2), L. amicus. 
friend], a. Having the disposition of an 
enemy; adverse. 

Inimitable (i-nim'i-t&bl) [IN- (2), datable], 
a. That cannot be imitated, 
iniquity (i-nik'wi-ti) [IN- (2), L. aequus , 
just], n. Want of equity, gross injustice; \ 
wickedness, crime, iniquitous, a. 
initial (i-nish'al) [initialis (IN- (1), ire, 
to go)], a. Beginning; placed at or , 
pertaining to the beginning, n. The 1 
first letter of a word; {pi.) the first letters 
of a Christian name and surname, v.t. 
To mark with one’s initials, initially, 
adv. At the beginning, initiate (i-nish'i- 
&t), v.t. To begin, originate; to in¬ 
struct in the rudiments; to admit (into [ 
a society, mysteries, secret science, etc.). 
n. One who is newly initiated, a novice, 
initia'tion, n. initiatory, o. 
inject (in-jekt') [IN- (1), L . jectus, thrown], 
v.t. To throw' or force (into); to introduce 
(as a liquid) by mechanical means, in¬ 
jection, n. Act of injecting; that which 
is injected. 

injudicious (in-jfi-dish'us) [IN- (2), JU- : 
DICIOUS], o. Not judicious; rash, hasty; ’ 
done without judgment, injudicial, a. 
Not judicial. 

injunction (in-junk'shun) [as ENJOIN], n. J 
Act of enjoining; that which is enjoined; 
a writ whereby a party is required to do 
or refrain from doing certain acts, 
injure (in'jur) [from next], v.t. To do wrong 
or harm to; to damage; to slander; to 
impair, injurious, o. 
injury (in'ju-ri) [LN- (2), L. jUs juris , 
justice], n. A wrong; that which occa¬ 
sions loss, detriment, etc.; hurt, harm, 
injustice (in jus'tis) [IN- (2), justice], n. 
Quality of being unjust, lack of right, 
unfairness; violation of justice, a wrong. < 
ink (ink) [O.F. enque , Gr. enkaustikos, 
burnt in], n. A coloured (usu. black) 
liquid 09 viacoua material used in writing 
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or printing; the dark fluid exuded by 
cuttle-fish. v.t. To cover with ink (as 
type, etc.); to mark (in or over) with ink. 
inkhorn, n. A small vessel to hold ink. 
or.. Pedantic, high-sounding, inkstand, n. 
A stand for one or more inkpots, usu. with 
a place for pens, inky, a. 
inkling (ink'ling) [?], n. A hint, whisper, 
intimation; a mere suspicion (of), 
inland (in'l&nd), o. Remote from the sea; 
carried on within a country, not foreign. 
adv. In or towards the interior of a 
country, n. The interior of a country, 
inlay (in-lS') [IN, LAY (1)], v.t. (past and 
p.p. -laid) To decorate by inserting 
different materials into a ground-work; 
to fasten a print, etc., evenly (into a page 
or sheet), n. (in'la). Material inlaid 
or prepared for inlaying, inlayer, n. 
inlaying, n. Inlaid work, 
inlet (in'ldt) [IN, LET (1)], n. A means of 
entrance, admission; a small arm of the 
sea. a. Let in. 

inly (in'li) [IN, -Lr], adv. Inwardly, intern¬ 
ally ; closely, deeply. _ 

inmate (in'mat) [IN, MATE (2)], n. One 
who dwells with another; an occupant 
(of). 

inmost (in'mdst) [IN, -MOST], a. Remotest 
from the surface; most inward, 
inn (in) [A.-S.], n. A public house of 
lodging and entertainment for travellers, 
innkeeper, ». Inns of Court: Four 
corporate societies in London (Inner 
Temple, Middle Temple % Lincoln's Inn t 
Gray's /nn), which have the exclusive 
right of admitting persona to practise at 
the bar. 

Innate (i-natf) [IN- (1), L. ndtus, bom], a. 

Inborn, natural; not acquired, 
inner (in'dr) [A.-S.], a. Farther in or 
nearer the centre; internal; spiritual; 
hidden, esoteric, n. That part of a 
target immediately outside the bull’s eye; 
a shot striking this, innermost, a. 
innervate (i-nSr'vat) [IN- (1), NERVE, -ATE], 
v.t. To give a nerve impulse to ; to supply 
with nerves, innerva'tion, n. 
innings (in'ingz) [IN, -ING], n. ( Cricket ) 
The turn for batting of a player or a side, 
innocent (in'6-sent) [IN- (2), L. nocens, 
hurting], o. Guiltless (of); sinless; pure, 
unspotted, guileless; ( colloq .) without, 
n. A child; an idiot, innocence, n. 
innocuous (in-ok'u-us) [IN- (2), L. nocuus , 
hurtful], a. Having no injurious qualities, 
harmless, innocuously, adv. 
innovate (in'6-vat) [IN (1), L. novdtus , made 
new], v.i. To introduce alterations (in 
anything); to put forward novelties, 
v.t. To alter or change, by new intro¬ 
ductions. innova'tion, n. in'novator, n. 
innoxious (i-nok'shus) [IN- (2), NOXIOUS], 
a. Harmless, innocuous, 
innuendo (in-u-en'do) [L. innuendo , by 
way of intimation], n. (pi. -oes) An 
indirect hint; an insinuation, 
innumerable (i-nu'm6r-abl) [IN- (2), 
numerable], a. Countless; indefinitely 
numerous, innumerably, adv , 


inobservant (in-ob-zdr'vant) [IN- (2), 
observant], a. Not observant; heedless, 
inobservance, n. Want of observance 
(of a law, etc.). 

inoculate (in-ok'u-lSt) [L. inoculdtus, 
engrafted], v.t. To communicate a disease 
by introduction of infectious matter, 
in order to induce a mild form of the 
disease and render the subject immune 
against further attack; (fig.) to imbue 
(with), inoculation, n. 
inodorous (in-o'dor-us) [IN- (2), ODOROUS], 
a. Odourless. 

inoffensive (in-6-fen'siv) [IN- (2), OFFEN¬ 
SIVE], a. Giving no offence; unobjec¬ 
tionable, harmless, inoffensively, adv. 
inoffensiveness, n. 

inoperative (in-optr-A-tiv) [IN- (2), 
OPERATIVE], a. Producing no result, 
inopportune (in-op'or-tun) [IN-(2), OPPOR¬ 
TUNE], a. Not opportune; unseasonable, 
inordinate (in-or'di-n&t) [IN- (2), L. 
ordindtus , ordered], o. Irregular, dis¬ 
orderly ; passing all bounds, 
inorganic (in-or-gin'ik) [IN- (2), ORGANIC], 
a. Not having the organs of life; not 
having organic structure, 
inquest (in'kwest) [O.F. enqueste, as 
INQUIRE], n. A judicial inquiry into a 
matter, usu. before a jury, esp. a coroner’s 
inquiry into a death. 

inquietude (in-kwl'6-tfid) [IN- (2), QUIET¬ 
UDE], n. Restlessness, uneasiness, 
inquire (in-kwir') [IN- (1), L. qucerere , to 
seek], v.i. To ask questions (of); to 
seek information by asking questions; 
to investigate (into), v.t. To ask in¬ 
formation about; to search out, to find out. 
inquirer, n. inquiring, a. Given to 
inquiry; inquisitive, inquiry, n. Act 
of inquiring; a question, interrogation; 
a searching for truth, information, or 
knowledge; a judicial investigation, 
inquisition (in-kwi-zish'un) [L. inquisltio y 
as INQUIRE], ». Investigation; a judicial 
inquiry, an inquest; a tribunal in the R.-O. 
Church for inquiring into offences against 
the canon law, the Holy Office, inqui¬ 
sitional, a. inquisitive, a. Unduly 
given to asking questions; prying, curious, 
inquisitor, n. One who makes inquisition 
officially; a functionary of the Inquisition, 
inquisitorial, a. Pertaining to or like 
the Inquisition; prying. 

Inroad (in'rod) [IN, ROAD], n. A hostile 
incursion; a desultory invasion; (fig.) an 
encroachment. 

inrush (in'rush) [IN, RUSH (2)], n. An 
irruption. 

insalubrious (in-sal-u'bri-hs) [IN- (2), 
SALUBRIOUS], a. Not salubrious, un¬ 
healthy. insalubrity, n. 
insane (in-san') [IN- (2), SANE], a. De¬ 
ranged in mind, mad; for insane persons; 
exceedingly rash, insanely, adv. in¬ 
sanity (in-s&n'i-ti), n. 
insanitary (in-s&n'i-tar-i) [IN- (2), SANI¬ 
TARY], a. Not sanitary, 
insatiable (in-s<Vsh&bl) [IN- (2), SATIABLE], 
a. That cannot be satisfied; immoder- 





inscribe 


218 


install 


ately greedy (of), insatiability, n. 
insatiate, a. Never satisfied, 
inscribe (in-skrib') [IN- (1), L. scrlbere , 
to write], v.t. To write, carve, or engrave 
(on stone, paper, etc.); to dedicate (as 
a book to a friend); to enter on a list, etc., 
to register names of shareholders; ( Geom .) 
to delineate (a figure) within another so 
that it touches the boundaries of the latter, 
inscription, n. 

inscrutable (in-skroo't&bl) [IN- (2), L. 
scrUtari , to search], a. Incapable of being 
understood; unfathomable, 
insect (in'sekt) [IN- (1), L. secure, to cut], n. 
One of a class of articulate, usually winged, 
animals, with three pairs of legs, and 
divided into three distinct segments, 
head, thorax, and abdomen, as flies; 
(fig.) a contemptible person, insect- 
powder, w. A powder for destroying 
fleas, bugs, etc. 

insecure (in-s6-kur') [IN- (2), SECURE], a. 
Not safe; not effectually guarded; appre¬ 
hensive of danger, insecurity, n. 
insensate (in-sen'sat; [in- (2), L. sensus, 
sense], a. Destitute of sense, unconscious; 
wanting in sensibility, unfeeling; foolish, 
mad. 

insensible (in-sen'sibl) [IN- (2), sensible], 
a. That cannot be perceived; destitute 
of the power of feeling or perceiving, 
unconscious; indifferent, heedless (of, 
how, etc.); callous, apathetic, insen¬ 
sibility, to. Lack of feeling, emotion, or 
passion; insusceptibility or indifference 
(to), insensibly, adv. Imperceptibly, 
gradually, insensitive, a. 

Inseparable (in-sep'ar-abl) [IN- (2), separ¬ 
able], a. Incapable of being separated. 
«. (usu. pi.) Things which cannot be 
separated; persons who are constantly 
together, inseparably, adv. 

Insert (in-sert') [IN- (1), L. sertus, joined], 
v.t. To set or place (in, amongst, etc.); 
to introduce (into), insertion, n. Actof 
inserting; that which is inserted; lace, em¬ 
broidery, etc., inserted in fancy work, 
etc. 

Inset (in-set') [in- (1), set (1)], v.t. To set 
or fix (in), n. (in'set) That which is 
set or fixed in; an insertion. 

Inshore (in-shor') [in, shore (1)], a. or 
adv. On, near, or towards the shore, 
inside (in'sid) [IN, side], a. Situated 
within; interior, adv. (in-sid') In or 
into the interior, within, prep, (in-sid') 
Within, on the inner side of, into. to. 
(in'sid) The interior part; the inner side, 
surface, etc. (of); (in-sid') the contents. 
Insidious (in-sid'i-iis) [L. insididsus], a. 
Treacherous, sly; working secretly; 
intended to deceive or betray, 
insight (in'sit) [IN, SIGHT], n. Power of 
observation; discernment; penetration, 
insignia (in-sig'ni-a) [L.], n.pl. Badges 
of office or honour; distinguishing marks, 
insignificant (in-sig-nif'i-kant) [IN- (2), 
significant], a. Trivial; contemptible; 
without meaning, insignificance, n. 
insincere (in-sin-ser') [IN- (2), sincere], a. 


Not sincere; dissembling; hypocritical, 
insincerity, n. 

insinuate (in-sin'u-at) [IN- (1), L. sinuare , 
to wind], v.t. To introduce (into favour, 
etc.) by gradual and artful means; to 
indicate indirectly or obliquely, to hint 
or suggest, v.i. To make way (into) by 
indirect means : to make an insinuation; 
to wheedle, insinua'tion, n. 
insipid (in-sip'id) [IN- (2), L. sapidus , 
well-tasting], o. Tasteless; wanting in 
animation, dull, insipidity, n. 
insist (in-sist') [IN- (1), L. sistere, to set], 
v.i. To dilate (on); to be emphatic, 
positive, or persistent (on), insistence, 
-ency, n. insistent, a. 
insobriety (in-so-bri'6-ti) [IN- (2), 
SOBRIETY], n. Want of sobriety; intem¬ 
perance (usu. In drinking), 
insolent (in's6-l6nt) [IN- (2), L. solens, 
being wont], a. Showing overbearing 
contempt; insulting, insolence, n. 
insoluble (in-sol'ubl) [IN- (2), SOLUBLE], 
o. That cannot be dissolved, or solved; 
inexplicable, insolubility, n. 
insolvable (in-sol'v&bl) [in- (2), SOLVABLE], 
a. That cannot be solved or explained, 
insolvent (in-sol'v6nt) [IN- (2), SOLVENT], a. 
Not able to discharge all debts, n. One 
unable to pay his debts, insolvency, ». 
insomnia (in-som'ni-i) [IN- (2), L. somnis , 
sleep], to. Sleeplessness, 
insomuch (in-so-much') [IN, SO, MUCH], 
adv. So, to such a degree, in such wise 
(that). 

inspect (in-spekt') [L. inspeetdre ], v.t. 
To look closely into; to examine officially, 
inspection, n. inspector, to. 
inspire (in-spir') [IN- (1), L. spirdre , to 
breathe], v.t. To breathe or take into 
the lungs, to breathe into; to instil 
(ideas, etc.) into, esp. by supernatural 
agency; to imbue or animate (with). 
v.i. To take air into the lungs, inspira¬ 
tion (-spi-ra'shun), to. Act of drawing 
air into the lungs; act of infusing feelings, 
ideas, etc.; supernatural Influence, esp. 
that exerted by the Holy Spirit on certain 
teachers so as to impart a divine element 
to their utterances ; the feelings, ideas, 
or other influences imparted by divine 
agency; an inspiring idea, inspir'atory, 
a. inspired, a. Inhaled, infused; im¬ 
parted, actuated or produced by or as by 
supernatural agency. 

inspirit (in-spir'it) [IN- (1), SPIRIT], v.t. 
To infuse spirit or animation into, 
inspissate (in-spis'at) [IN- (1), L. spissus , 
thick], v.t. To thicken, to bring to a 
greater consistence by boiling or evapora¬ 
tion. a. (-sat) Thickened, 
instability (in-std-bil'i-ti) [IN- (2), 
stability], to. Want of stability or firm¬ 
ness; inconstancy. 

install (in-stawl') [IN- (1), L. stallum , 
stall], v.t. To induct by placing (in an 
office, dignity, etc.) with customary cere¬ 
monies; to establish in an office, etc.; 
to put (apparatus, etc.) in position, 
installation, to. Act of installing; 
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a complete plant or set of apparatus, 
machinery, etc. 

instalment (in-stawl'mSnt) [obs. verb 
install , to arrange or fix, as a payment], n. 

A part of a sum due paid at successive 
periods; a part (of anything) supplied 
at different times. 

instance (in'stans) [as foil.], n. An 
example, precedent; (Law) a process or 
suit. v.t. To bring forward as an instance 
or example, at the instance of: At 
the suggestion or desire of. in the first 
instance : In the first place, 
instant (in'stant) [IN- (1), L. stare , to stand], 
a. Pressing, urgent, immediate; present, 
still going on; of the current month, n. 
A particular point of time; a moment, 
instantaneous (-ta'n6-us), a. Happening 
in an instant; relating to a particular 
instant, instantly, adv. Immediately, 
instead (in-sted') [IN, stead], adv. In the 
place or stead of; as a substitute, 
instep (in'step) [IN, STEP], n. The arched 
upper side of the foot, near the ankle, 
instigate (in'sti-git) [L. instlgatus y -gare], 
v.t. To incite, to urge on; to provoke 
or bring about (an evil action), instiga'- 
tion, n. in'stigator, n. 
instil (in-stir) [IN- (1), L. stilldre, to drop], 
v.t. To pour by drops (into); to insinuate 
gradually (into the mind of a person). 
Instinct (in'stinkfc) [L. instinctual n. A 
natural impulse, esp. in the lower animals; 
an innate or intuitive tendency or aptitude; 
intuition, unreasoning perception, a. 
(in-stinkt') Impelled from within; imbued 
(with), instinc'tive, a. 
institute (in'sti-tut) [IN- (1), L. statuere , 
to place], v.t. To set up, establish, 
originate; to appoint (to), esp. to a 
benefice, n. A society established for 
the furtherance of some object (usu. 
literary or scientific); the building in 
which this meets; an established law or 
principle; (pi.) a book of elements or 
principles, esp. of jurisprudence or medi¬ 
cine. institution, n. 
instruct (in-strukt') [L. instructus], v.t. 
To teach, to educate (in a subject); to 
inform; to furnish with orders, instruc¬ 
tion, n. Act of instructing; teaching, 
education; (pi.) directions, orders, injunc¬ 
tions. instructive, a. Conveying in¬ 
struction. instructively, adv. in¬ 
structor, -tress, n. 

instrument (in'stru-m6nt) [L. instril- 
mentum], n. That by means of which 
work is done or an object effected; a tool; 
a mechanical contrivance for producing 
music; a document giving formal expres¬ 
sion to an act; (fig.) an agent, instru¬ 
mental, a. Serving as means (to an 
end or in some act); pertaining to the 
instrument used; (Gram.) denoting the 
means, as certain cases in Sanskrit, etc. 
instrumentalist, n. (Mas.) One who 
plays an instrument, instrumentality, 
n. instrumentally, adv. 
insubordinate (in - su - bbr'di - n&t) [IN- 
(2), subordinate], a. Not submissive; 


disobedient, disorderly, insubordina'- 
tion, n. 

insufferable (in-suf'&r-abl) [IN- (2), 
sufferable], a. Not to be endured; 
intolerable. 

insufficient (in-su-fish'6nt) [IN- (2), suf¬ 
ficient], a. Not sufficient; deficient, 
inadequate, in sufficiency, ». 
insular (in'su-lar) [L. insula , island], a. 
Pertaining to or of the nature of an island; 
narrow, contracted (in outlook), like the 
inhabitants of an island, insularity, n. 
insulate (in'su-lat) [L. insuldtus , made 
like an island] v.t. To make into an 
island; to isolate; to separate by a non¬ 
conductor, so as to prevent the passage of 
electricity or heat, insula'tion, n . 
in sulator, n. 

insult (in-sult') [L. insultare'), v.t. To 
treat with gross indignity or insolence; 
to affront, n. (in'-) An affront, an indig¬ 
nity; an insolent act or speech, insul¬ 
tingly, adv. 

insuperable (in-su'p6r-abl) [IN- (2), 
SUPERABLE], a. Insurmountable, 
insupportable (in-su-por'tabl) [IN- (2), 
supportable], o. Intolerable, 
insure (in-shoor') [var. of ENSURE], v.t. 
To contract for the payment of (a specified 
sum) in the event of loss, injury, etc. (of 
property, life, etc.); to ensure, v.t. To 
take out an insurance policy, insur¬ 
able, a. insurance, n. The act of 
insuring against damage or loss, 
insurgent (in-ser'jent) [IN- (1), L. surgens , 
rising], a. Rising up against the govern¬ 
ment, rebellious; (of waves) surging in. 
n. One who rise3 up against established 
authority; a rebel. 

insurmountable (in-sur-moun'tabl) [IN- 
(2), surmountable], a. That cannot be 
passed over or overcome, 
insurrection (in-su-rek'shun) [L. insur- 
reclio, as INSURGENT], n. The act of 
rebelling; rebellion in the initial stage, 
insurrectional, -tionary, a. 
insusceptible (in-su-sep'tibl) [IN- (2), 
SUSCEPTIBLE], a. Incapable of being 
moved by any feeling or impression, in¬ 
susceptibility, n. 

intact (in-t.akt') [IN- (2), L. tactus , touched], 
a. U ntouched; unimpaired; entire, 
intaglio (in-ta'lyo) [It.], n. (pi. -lios) A 
gem with a figure cut or engraved into it. 
intangible fin-tan'jibl) [IN- (2), tangible], 
a. Imperceptible to the touch, impal¬ 
pable; not to be grasped mentally; 
unfounded, intangibility, n. 
integer (in't6-jer) [L.], n. A whole, esp. 
a whole number as dist. from a fraction, 
integral, a. Whole, complete; an essen¬ 
tial part of a whole; (Math.) pertaining 
to an integer or to integration, n. A 
whole, a total, an integer, 
integrity (in-teg'ri-ti) [L. integritdtas t 
wholeness], n. Entireness; soundness; 
genuine, unadulterated state; probity, 
integument (in-teg'u-ment) [IN- (1), L. 
tegere , to cover], n. A natural covering; 
the skin; a husk, rind, etc. 
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Intellect (in'tA-lekt) [L. inlellertus, as 
INTELLIGENT], n. The faculty by which 
the mind receives and comprehends; the 
understanding, the philosophic mind; 
intellectual people collectively. intel- 
fec'tual, a. Possessing intellect in a 
high degree; pertaining to, appealing to, 
or perceived by the intellect, n. An 
intellectual person; (pi.) the most en¬ 
lightened people (in a country, etc.), 
intelligence (in-tel'i jens) [as foil.], n. 
Exercise of the understanding; intellec¬ 
tual power; capacity for the higher func¬ 
tions of the intellect, quickness of intel¬ 
lect; news, information; an incorporeal 
being regarded as pure intellect, 
intelligent (in-tel'i-j6nt) £L. intelligent , 
understanding (INTER-, legere , to choose)], 
a. Endowed with understanding; saga¬ 
cious, clever, quick. 

intelligentsia, n. (collect.) The intel¬ 
lectual classes, as opp. to the uneducated 
proletariat. 

intelligible (in-tel'i-jibl) [as prec.], a. 

Capable of being understood; plain, clear, 
intemperate (in-tem'per-at) [IN- (2), 
temperate], a. Not exercising due 
moderation or self-restraint; addicted 
to excessive indulgence in alcohol; exceed¬ 
ing proper bounds; inclement, intem¬ 
perance, n. Want of self-restraint, 
intend (in-tend') [IN- (1), L. tendere , to 
stretch], v.t. To design, purpose; to 
signify, mean; to destine (for); to have 
a certain intention, intendant, n. A 
superintendent or manager, intendancy, 
n. intended, n. (colloq.) An affianced 
lover. 

intense (in-tens') [as prec.], a. Strained, 
forced; extreme in degree; severe, im¬ 
moderate, ardent, eager; strongly emo¬ 
tional. intensely, adv. intensify, v.t 
To render more intense; (Phot. ) to increase 
the density of (a negative), v.i. To 
become more intense, intensity, n. 
intensive, a. Concentrated, thorough 
(opp. to extensive); conducive to high 
productiveness within a narrow area, 
intent (in-tent') [as INTEND], a. Having 
the mind bent on an object; sedulously 
applied (on); resolved, earnest, n. Design, 
purpose, intention; meaning, drift, 
intention, n. Determination to act iu 
some particular manner; purpose, ulti¬ 
mate aim or object; (pi., colloq.) designs 
with regard to marriage, intentional, a. 
intently, adv. 

inter (in-t5r') [IN- (1), L. terra , earth], 
v.t. (past and p.p interred) To bury; 
(fig.) to put out of sight, interment, tt. 
inter- [L.], pref. Between, among, with, 
into, or upon each other; as intercede , 
international , interwoven. interact 
(in't6r-akt), n. The interval between 
two acts of a play; an interlude, v.i. To 
act reciprocally. 

Intercalary (in-ter'ka-lar-i) [INTER-, L. 
caldre, to proclaim], a. Inserted between 
others, as a day in the calendar to make 
this correspond with the solar year; 


containing such an addition (of a year); 
interpolated, intercalate, v.t. To insert 
between or amongst others; to interpolate, 
intercede (in-ter-sed') [inter-, L. cedere , 
to go], v.i. To plead (with someone) in 
favour of another; to mediate, inter- 
ceder, n. . 

intercept (in-t6r-sept') [L. intercepts ], 
v.t. To stop, take, or seize by the way; 
to obstruct, shut off. intercep'tion, n. 
intercession (in-t6r-sesh'un) [as inter¬ 
cede], n. The act of interceding; a 
prayer for others, intercessor, n. A 
mediator; one who administered a bishop¬ 
ric during a vacancy, intercessory, a. 
interchange (in-t6r-chanj') [inter-, 
change], v.t. To exchange with each 
other; to put each in the place of the 
other, v.i. To alternate. n. Reci¬ 
procal exchange; alternation, inter¬ 
changeable, a. interchangeably, adv. 
intercollegiate (in-t6r-ko-lo'ji-at) [inter-. 
Collegiate], a. Carried on between 
colleges. 

intercolumnar (in-t^r-ko-lum'nAr) [IN¬ 
TER-, COLUMNAR], a. Placed between 
columns. 

intercostal (in-tAr-kos'tAl) [inter-, costal], 
a. Situated betweeu the ribs, 
intercourse (in't6r-kors) [inter-, COURSE], 
«. Reciprocal dealings, association, com¬ 
munication, etc., between persons, nations, 
etc. 

interdenominational (ln-Wir-dG-nom-i-na'- 
shbnal) [INTER-, DENOMINATIONAL], a. 
Existing or carried on between different 
denominations. 

interdict (in't6r-dikt) [INTER-, L. diet us, 
said], n. A prohibitory decree; (R.-C. 
Ch.) a sentence debarring places or persons 
from ecclesiastical functions and privi¬ 
leges. v.t. (-dikt') To forbid, prohibit; 
(R.-C. Ch.) to lay under an interdict, 
interdiction, n. interdictory, a. 
interest (in't6r-6st) [L. interesse, to con¬ 
cern], n. Personal concern, sympathy; 
participation in benefits, profits, etc.; 
advantage, behoof; proprietary right, a 
share, a portion or stake (in); (collect.) 
those having a concern in a particular 
business, etc.; influence over othera; 
payment for the use of borrowed money 
or*on a debt. v.t. To arouse or hold 
the attention or curiosity of; to concern; 
to cause to take a share (in), interested 
(in't6r-6s-t6d), a. Having the interest 
excited; concerned (in); having a share 
in; liable to be biased, not disinterested, 
interesting, a. Arousing interest, 
interfere (in-t6r-fer') [inter-, L. ferlre , 
to strike], v.i. To come into collision, to 
clash (with); to interpose. interference, 
n. interfering, a. 

interfuse (in-ter-fuz') [INTER-, L. fusus , 
poured out], v.t. To cause to flow into 
each other. 

interim (in't6r-im) [L.], n. The meantime; 
the intervening time or period, a. 
Temporary, provisional, 
interior (in-ter'i-or) [L. t compar. of inter % 
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see inter-], a. Internal, inner; inland; 
domestic, as dist. from foreign, n. The 
internal part, of anything, the inside; 
the central part of a country; a picture, 
etc., of the inside of a building or room, 
interjacent (in-t6r-ja's6nt) [INTER-, L. 
jacere , to lie], a. Lying between or among, 
interject (in-t6r-jekt') [INTER-, L. jectus, 
thrown], v.t. To throw or cast between 
(as a remark); to interpose, interjec'- 
tion, n. The act of interjecting; an 
exclamation, a word thrown in to express 
feeling, interjectionally, adv. 
interlace (in-ter-las') [inter-, F. lacer , to 
lace], v.t. To lace together, 
interlard (in-ter-lard') [F. entrelarder], v.t. 
To diversify a conversation, passage in 
a book, etc., with unusual phrases, etc. 
interleave (in-ter-lev') [inter-, leaf], v.t. 
To insert (blank leaves) between the leaves 
of. 

interline (in-ter-lln') [inter-, line (1)1. 
v.t. To insert between lines; to write 
or print in alternate lines, interlin'ear, a. 
interlock (in-t6r-lok') [inter-, LOCK (11 ], 
v.t. To connect firmly together by reci¬ 
procal engagement of parts; to link 
together, v.i. To engage with each other 
thus. 

interlocution (in-ter-16-ku'shun) [INTER-, 
L. loqut, to speak], n. Conversation, 
discussion, interloc'utor, n. One who 
takes part in a conversation, inter¬ 
locutory, a. {Law} Not final, 
interloper (in't6r-15-per) [inter-, obs. lope, 
to swing along with strides], n. One who 
thrusts himself into a place, affairs, etc., 
without a right; an intruder, 
interlude (in'ter-lood) [INTER-, L. Indus, 
play], n. A short entertainment between 
the acts of a play, or between two plays; 
music played between the acts of a drama, 
the verses of a hymn, etc.; (fig.) an inci¬ 
dent, esp. an amusing one, coming between 
graver events. 

interlunar (in-t6r-loo'nar) [INTER-, LUNAR], 
a. Pertaining to the time when the moon 
is invisible. 

intermarriage (in-tdr-m&r'&j) [inter-, 

MARRIAGE], n. Marriage between persons 
of different families, tribes, nations, etc. 
intermeddle (in-ter-medl') [INTER-, 

meddle], v.i. To interfere improperly or 
officiously (with). 

intermediary (in-t£r-m§Mi-ftr-i) [inter-, 
L. medius, middle], a. Intermediate; 
mediatory, n. An intermediate agent, 
a go-between, intermediate, a. Coming 
or being between; interposing. ». An 
intermediate thing. 

intermezzo (in-ter-med'zo) [It., as inter-, 
mediary], m. An interlude; a short 
movement connecting the main divisions 
of a large musical composition, 
interminable (in-t€r'mi-nabl) [in- (2), 
terminable], a. Endless; tediously pro¬ 
tracted. interminably, adv. 
intermingle (in-ter-mingl') [inter-, 
mingle], v.t. To mingle together. 
v.i. To be mingled (with). 


intermit (in-tGr-mit') [INTER-, L. mittcre , 
to send], v.t. To cause to cease for a time; 
to suspend, v.i. To cease or relax at 
intervals (as a fever, etc.), intermission 
(-mish'un), n. intermittent, a. 
intermix (in-t6r-miks') [INTER-, MIX], v.t. 
To mix together, to intermingle, v.i. 
To be intermingled, intermixture, n. 
intern (in-tSrn') [as next], v.t. To send 
to or confine in the interior of a country; 
to keep under restraint, internment, n. 
internal (in-t&r'nal) [med. L. interndlis, 
from internus, in ward (in, IN)], a. Situated 
in or pertaining to the inside, inherent, 
intrinsic ; domestic as opp. to foreign. 
n.pl. The internal organs, the entrails, 
international (in-ter-nash'6-nal) [INTER-, 
NATIONAL], a. Pertaining to, subsisting 
or carried on between, or mutually affect¬ 
ing different nations, internationalism, 
n. The promotion of community of 
interests between nations, interna'- 
tionalize, v.t. To bring under the joint 
protection or control of different nations, 
internecine (in-ter-ne'sin) [inter-, L. 
necare, to kill], a. Deadly; mutually 
destructive. 

interpellate (in-ter-pel'at) [inter-, L. 

pellatus, driven], v.t. To interrogate, 
interplay (in-ter-pla) [INTiifi-, PLAY], n. 
Reciprocal action between parts or 
things. 

interpolate (in-t2r'pd-l&t) [inter-, L. 
polatus, furbished up], v.t. To add a 
spurious word or passage to; to insert 
or intercalate; to corrupt, interpolator, 
n. interpolation, n. , 

interpose (in-ter-poz') [inter-, POSE (1)] 
v.t. To place between; to put forward 
(an objection, etc.) by way of interven¬ 
tion or interference, v.i. To intervene, 
to intercede, to interrupt, interposal, n. 
Interpret (in-ter'pr6t) [F. interpreter ], 
v.t. To explain the meaning of; to trans¬ 
late from one language into another; to 
construe or understand (in a particular 
way), v.i. To act as an interpreter, 
interpretable, a. interpretation, n. 
interpretative, a. interpreter, n. One 
who interprets. 

interregnum (in-t6r-reg'num) [INTER-, L. 
regnant , REIGN], n. The period between 
two reigns or governments; a suspension 
of normal authority, succession, etc. 
interrelation (in-ter-r6-13/shun) [INTER-, 
RELATION], n. Mutual relation, 
interrogate (in-ter'6-gat) [inter-, L. 
rogare , to ask], v.t. To put questions to; 
to examine in a formal manner, v.i. To 
ask questions, interrogation, n. in¬ 
terrogative, a. Denoting a question; 
expressed in the form of a question, n. 
A word used in asking questions, inter¬ 
rogator, n. interrogatory, o. Inter¬ 
rogative. n. A question; an inquiry, 
interrupt (in-t6r-rupt') [INTER-, L. ruptus , 
broken], v.t. To break in upon; to break 
the continuity of; to cause a gap in; 
to obstruct; to disturb, v.i. To make 
interruption, interruption, n. 
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Intersect (in-tSr-sekt') [INTER-, L. sectus, 
cut], v.t. To pass across; to divide by 
cutting or passing across, v.i. To cros3 
each other, intersection, n. 
Intersperse (in-t&r-spers') [inter-, spersus , 
scattered], v.t. To scatter here and there 
among other things. 

interstellar, -lary (m-t6r-stel'ar, -ar-i) 
[INTER-, stellar], a. Situated between 
or passing through the regions between 
the stars. 

interstice (in-tgr'stis) [inter-, L. sistere, to 
place], n. A small space, opening, crevice, 
etc. interstitial (-stish'al), a. 
intertwine (in-ter-twin') [inter-, twine], 
v.t. To entwine or twist together, v.i. 
To be twisted together, 
interval (in'ter-val) [inter-, L. vallum , 
rampart], n. Intermediate space, dis¬ 
tance, or time; extent of difference 
between two things, persons, etc. 
intervene (in-ter-ven') [inter-, L. venire, 
to come], v.i. To come in as an extraneous 
feature; to be situated (between); to 
occur between points of time or events; 
to interfere, interpose, intervener, n. 
One who intervenes, esp. in a law-suit, 
intervention, n. 

interview (in'ter-vu) [O.F. entrevue (INTER-, 
voir, to see)], n. A conference; a formal 
meeting between persons, esp. between 
some person and one employed to obtain 
information or opinions for publication; 
the article recording the result, v.t. 
To have an interview with, esp. for pub¬ 
lication. interviewer, n. 
interweave (in'-t6r-wev) [inter-, weave], 
v.t. To blend closely together, 
intestate (in-tes'tat) [IN- (2). h. testatus, 
witnessed], a. Dying without having 
made a will; not disposed of by will. 
n. An intestate person, intestacy, n. 
intestine (in-tes'tin) [L. intestinus], a. 
Internal, domestic, not foreign, n. ( usu. 
pi.) The tube from the stomach to the 
anus; the bowels, guts, intestinal, a. 
intimate (in'ti-mat) [late L. intimdtus], 
v.t. To make known; to signify, hint. 
a. (-mat) Close in friendship; confidential; 
pertaining to one’s inner being, intim¬ 
acy, n. intima'tion, n. 
intimidate (in-tim'i-dat) [IN- (1), L .timidus, 
timid], v.t. To frighten, to cow; to deter 
(from an action), intimida'tion, n. 
into (in'tu) [A.-S. in to], prep. Expressing 
motion or direction towards the interior, 
or change from one state to another; in 
and to. 

intolerable (in-tol'£r-abl) [in- (2), toler¬ 
able], a. Not tolerable, unendurable, 
intolerant (in-tol'6r-ant) [in-, (2), toler¬ 
ant], a. Not tolerant (of); not enduring 
difference of opinion, teaching, or worship, 
bigoted, intolerance, intolera'tion, n. 
intone (in-tdn') [L. in tonum , in tone], v.i. 
To chant prayers, etc., in a monotone; 
to give a musical tone to one’s delivery. 
v.t. To recite or chant in a monotone. 
Intona'tion, n. Modulation of the voice, 
accent; intoning. 


intoxicate (in-tok'si-kat) [med. L. intoxi- 
catus, p.p. of intoxicdre , to smear with 
poison (IN- (1), toxicdtus, poisoned)], v.t. 
To make drunk; to excite to enthusiasm; 
(Med.) to poison, intoxicant, a. and n. 
intoxicating, a. Tending to intoxicate, 
intoxica'tion, n. 

intra- [L.], pref. Within, on the inside, 
intractable (in-tr5k't£bl) [IN- (2), tract¬ 
able)], a. Unmanageable, indocile, re¬ 
fractory. intractability, n. 
intramural (in-trA-mu'ral) [INTRA-, MURAL], 
a. Situated or happening within the walls 
or boundaries. 

intransigent (in-tran'si-j^nt) [F. intran- 
sigeant], n. Irreconcilable, uncom¬ 
promising. n. An uncompromising ad¬ 
herent of any creed. 

intransitive (in-trSn'si-tiv) [IN- (2), transi¬ 
tive], a. Not passing on or over; [Oram.) 
denoting action confined to the agent, 
intrepid (in-trep'id) [L. intrepidus ], a. 

Fearless, bold, intrepidity, n. 
intricate (in'tri-kat) [IN- (1), L. tricot, 
wiles], a. Entangled, complicated; ob¬ 
scure. intricacy, n. intricately, adv. 
intrigue (in-treg') [F. intriguer, as intri¬ 
cate], v.i. To scheme to effect some 
object by underhand means; to carry on 
illicit love. v.t. To perplex; to interest 
much. n. Act of intriguing; a plot 
to effect some object; a liaison, intriguer, 
n. intri^ningly, adv. 

Intrinsic (in-trin'sik) [intra-, L. semis, 
following], a. Inherent; belonging to the 
nature of a thing; essential; real, 
intro- [L. intro, to the inside], pref. In, 
into; inward. 

introduce (in-trd-dus') [INTRO-, L. ddeere, 
to lead], v.t. To usher in; to insert; 
to bring (to a person’s notice); to make 
known, esp. (a person) in a formal way 
(to another); to bring out into society, 
before the public, Parliament, etc. intro¬ 
duction (-duk'shiin), n. The act of 
introducing; formal presentation of a 
person to another; a preface; an ele¬ 
mentary treatise, introductory, a. 
introit (in-tro'it) [L. introitus, from intrdire, 
to enter], n. A psalm or antiphon sung 
or recited as the priest approaches the 
altar to begin the Mass, 
intromit (in-trd-mit') [INTRO-, L. mittere, 
to send], v.t. To send in; to admit; to 
insert. intromission (-mish'un), n. 
intromittent, a. 

introspection (in-tro-spek'shun) [intro-, 
L. specere, to look], n. Examination of 
one’s own mind or feelings, introspec¬ 
tive, a. introspectively, adv. 
introvert (in-tro-vert') [INTRO-, L. vertere, 
to turn], v.t. To turn inward or upon 
itself. introversible, a. introver¬ 
sion, n. 

intrude (in-trood') [intruders (IN- (1), L. 
trddere, to thrust)], v.t. To thrust or 
force (into), v.i. To thrust oneself or 
force one’s way (into); to force oneself 
(upon others); to enter without invitation, 
intruder, n. intru sion, n. intrusive, 
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a. Tending to intrude; entering without 
invitation. 

intuition (in-tu-ish'un) [IN- (1), L. tuerl, to 
look], n. Immediate perception by the 
mind without reasoning; a truth so per¬ 
ceived. intu'itive, a. 
inundate (in'fra-dat) [IN- (1), L. unda, a 
a wave], v.t. To overflow, to flood; to 
submerge, inunda'tion, n. 
inure (i-nflr') [in- (1), O.F. eure, work], v.t. 
To use habitually; to habituate, 
inutility (in-u-til'i-ti) [IN (2), L. Gtilis, 
useful], n. Uselessness, 
invade (in-vad') [IN- (1), L. v&dere , to go], 
v.t. To enter (a country) as an enemy; 
to encroach on, to violate, v.i. To make 
an invasion, invader, n. 
invalid (in-v&l'id) [IN- (2), VALID], a. Of 
no force, weight, or cogency; null; 
(in'va-l§d) infirm or disabled through ill- 
health or injury, n. An infirm or dis¬ 
abled person, v.t. (in-va-led') To dis¬ 
able by illness or injury; to register as 
unfit for duty on this account, v.i. To 
be enrolled as an invalid, invalidate, 
v.t. To weaken or destroy the validity 
of, to render not valid, invalidation, 
invalidity, n. 

invaluable (in-v51'u-Abl) [IN- (2), VALU¬ 
ABLE], a. Precious above estimation; 
priceless. 

invariable (in-vari-Abl) [IN- (2), VARIABLE], 
a. Uniform; not liable to change; con¬ 
stant. n. A constant quantity, in¬ 
variability, n. invariably, adv. 
invasion (in-v&'zhun) [as invade], n. 
Act of invading; a hostile attack upon or 
entrance into the territory of others; 
violation, invasive (-siv), a. 
invective (in-vek'tiv) [L. invectu3 , p.p. of 
invehere , see foil.], n. A violent expression 
of censure or abuse; vituperation, 
inveigh (in-vS') [L. invehere (IN- (1), vehere , 
to carry)], v.t. To use invectives; to 
declaim abusively (against), 
inveigle (in-vegl') [P. aveugler, to blind], v.t. 
To seduce, wheedle, entrap (into), in¬ 
veiglement, n. 

invent (in-vent') [L. inventus , found, 
invented], v.t. To devise or contrive (a 
new means, instrument, etc.); to concoct, 
fabricate, invention, n. Act of invent¬ 
ing; production of something new; faculty 
or power of inventing, inventiveness; 
that which is invented, a contrivance; a 
fiction, a scheme, inventive, a. Quick 
at contrivance; ready at expedients, 
ingenious; imaginative, inventiveness, 
n. inventor, n. 

inventory (in'ven-t6r-i) [as prec.], n. 
A detailed catalogue of goods and chattels; 
the articles enumerated, v.t. To enter 
in an inventory; to make a list, catalogue, 
or schedule of. 

Inverness (in-ver-nes') [town in Scotland], 
n. A kind of sleeveless cloak with a cape, 
inverse (in-vgrs') [as invert], a. Opposite 
in order or relation; contrary, inverted, 
n. That which is inverted; the direct 
opposite of. inversely, adv. inver¬ 


sion, n. Act of inverting; reversal of 
order, etc., as of words in a sentence, 
invert (in-vgrt') [IN- (1), L. vertere , to 
turn], v.t. To turn upside down; to 
place in a contrary order; to reverse, 
invertebrate (in-ver'te-br&t) [IN- (2), 
vertebrate], a. Destitute of a backbone; 
(Jig.) lacking strength or firmness, n. 
An invertebrate animal, 
invest (in-vest') [IN- (1), L. vestire, to 
clothe], v.t. To cover (with or as with a 
garment)'; to clothe or endue (with 
office, authority, dignity, etc.); to 
besiege; to employ (money in remunera¬ 
tive business, stocks, etc.), v.i. To 
make an investment, investment (in¬ 
vestment), n. investor, n. One who 
invests. 

investigate (in-ves'ti-g&t) [IN- (1), L. 
vestigare , to track], v.t. To search or 
trace out; to inquire into closely, in¬ 
vestigation, n. investigator, n. 
investiture (in-ves'ti-tur) [as INVEST], n. 
Act or ceremonial of investing (with 
office, rank, etc.); state of being invested; 
that with which one is invested, 
inveterate (in-vet'6r-at) [IN- (1), L. 
vetus v'teris , old], a. Long and firmly 
established; deeply-rooted, obstinate, con¬ 
firmed by long use. inveteracy, n. 
invidious (in-vid'i-us) [L. invidia y ENVY], 
a. Tending to incur envy or ill-will, 
invidiousness, n. 

invigorate (in-vig'o-r&t) [IN- (1), VIGOUR], 
v.t. To give vigour to; to animate, 
encourage, invigora'tion, n. 
invincible (in-vin'sibl) [IN- (2), vincible], a. 

Not to be conquered, invincibility, n. 
inviolable (in-vl'6-labl) [IN (2), VIOL ABLE], 
a. Not to be violated, profaned, or dis¬ 
honoured; not to be disturbed, in¬ 
violability, n. invi'olate, a. Not vio¬ 
lated or profaned; unbroken, 
invisible (in-viz'ibl) [IN- (2), VISIBLE], a. 
Imperceptible to the eye; (colloq.) not in 
sight, not at home, invisibility, n. 
invite (in-vit') [L. invitdre , to bid], v.t. To 
solicit the company of; to request courte¬ 
ously (to do something); to allure, attract; 
to draw upon one, esp. unintentionally. 
v.i. To allure, tempt, invita'tion, n. 
inviting, a. 

invocation (in-vo-ka'shun) [as INVOKE], 
n. Act of invoking; a supplication, esp. 
to God; a petition for help or inspiration, 
invoice (in'vois) [?], n. A list of goods dis¬ 
patched, with particulars of quantity and 
price, sent to a consignee, v.t. To enter 
(goods) in an invoice. 

invoke (in-vok') [IN- (1), L. voc&re, to call], 
v.t. To address in prayer; to solicit 
earnestly for assistance or protection; to 
appeal to as an authority or as a witness, 
involuntary (in-vol'un-tar-i) [IN- (2), 
VOLUNTARY], a. Done unintentionally; 
independent of will ©r volition, in¬ 
voluntarily, adv. 

involute (in'vo-lut) [as INVOLVE], a. 
Rolled up, folded, esp. of certain leaves, 
petals, etc.; complicated, involved, in- 
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volu'tion, n. Act of involving; state of 
being involved: complication, intricacy; 
a curling of parts. 

involve (in-volv 7 ) [IN- (1), L. volvere , to 
roll], v.t. To enwrap, envelop (in); to 
entangle, implicate, or include (in); to 
comprise as a logical or necessary con¬ 
sequence; to imply ; to make intricate, 
invulnerable (in-vul'n^r-abl) [IN-, VULNER¬ 
ABLE], a. Incapable of being wounded or 
injured, invulnerability, n. 
inward (in'ward) [A.-S. innan-tceard], a. 
Internal; situated within; towards the 
interior, connected with the mind or soul. 
adv. (also inwards) Towards the in¬ 
terior; in the mind or soul. n.pl. The 
viscera, inwardly, adv. Internally; to¬ 
wards the centre; mentally, secretly, 
inwardness, n. The essence (of); the 
quality of being inward; mental and 
spiritual nature. 

inwrought (in'rawt, in-rawt') [IN- 
WROUGHT], a. Worked in among other 
things (of a pattern, etc.); adorned with 
work or figures (of a fabric). 

Ionian (I-5'ni-an), a. Pertaining to Ionia 
or its inhabitants, n. A member of the 
division of the Hellenic race which settled 
in Attica and the N. coast of the Pelopon¬ 
nesus, etc., and Euxine and esp. in Asia 
Minor. Ionic (i-on'ik), a. Denoting one 
of the five orders of architecture, which is 
distinguished by the volute on both sides 
of the capital. 

-ior [compar. suf. of adjectives, and var. of 
-IOUR], suf. As in junior , superior , 
warrior. 

lota (i-6'U) [Gr.], ». The Greek letter i; 

a jot, a tittle, a very small quantity. 
I.O.U. (I-6-u) [I, OWE, YOU], n. A formal 
acknowledgment of debt, bearing these 
letters, the sum involved, and the debtor’s 
signature. 

-iour, suf. As in behaviour , saviour. 

-ious, suf. Characterized by, full of; 
forming adjectives, as ambitious , cautious , 
suspicious. 

Ipecacuanha (ip-6-kak-u-S.n'a) [Guarani 
ipe-kaa-guana], n. The dried root of a 
plant from Brazil, used as an emetic and 
purgative. 

Ir- [in- (1) & IN- (2)], pref. {before r) As in 
irradiate , irrelevant , irreligion. 

Iranian (i-ra'ni-an) [Pers. trun, Persia], a. 
Pertaining to Persia or to the Asiatic 
family of languages comprising Zend, Old 
Persian, and those derived from them. n. 
A Persian; a native of Iran, 
irascible (i-ras'ibl) [L. Irasci, to be angry], 
a. Easily excited to anger, irascibly, 
adv. irascibil'ity, ». irate (l-rAt'), a. 
Angry, enraged. 

ire (ir) [L. Ira ], n. Anger, passion, 
iridescent (ir-i-des'6nt) [IRIS, -ESCENT], a. 
Exhibiting changing colours like those of 
the rainbow, iridescence, n. 
iris (i-'ris) [Gi. iris iridos ], n. (pi. 
-ses) The rainbow; an appearance 
resembling the rainbow, an iridescence; 
the circular coloured membrane surround¬ 


ing the pupil of the eye; (Bot.) a genus of 
plants with tuberous roots, sword-shaped 
leaves, and large variously-coloured 
flowers, the flag, the fleur-de-lis. 

Irish (i'rish) [A.-S. Iras , pi.], a. Pertaining 
to Ireland or its inhabitants; like an 
Irishman, n. The Irish language. Irish¬ 
ism, n. A mode of expression peculiar 
to the Irish. 

irk (6rk) [?], v.t. To bore; to annoy, 
disgust, v.t. To become tired or worried, 
irksome, a. Wearisome, tedious, irk¬ 
somely, adv. irksomeness, n. 
iron (i'ern) [A.-S. ireri], n. The commonest 
and most useful of all the metals; an 
article, tool, etc., made of iron; an iron 
implement for smoothing; a golf-club used 
for lofting; (pi.) fetters, a. Made of 
iron; like iron, robust, inflexible, merciless. 
v.t. To cover with iron; to fetter with 
irons; to smooth with an iron, iron- 
bound, a. Bound with iron; surrounded 
with rocks (of a coast); (Jig.) unyielding, 
ironclad, n. A war-vessel having the parts 
above water plated with iron, iron-mas¬ 
ter, n. A manufacturer of iron, iron¬ 
monger, n. One who deals in ironware 
or hardware, ironmongery, n. iron- 
mould, n. A spot on cloth, etc., caused 
by ink or rust, ironware, u. Goods 
made of iron, hardware, ironwork, ». 
Anything made of iron; (pi., usu. as sing.) 
an establishment where iron is manu¬ 
factured or wrought. 

irony (I'ro-ni) [Gr. eiron , a dissembler], 
n. Language or an expression intended 
to convey the opposite to the literal [ 

meaning or having an implication different 
from that of which the speaker is conscious; 
subtle sarcasm, ironic, -al (l-ron'ik, 

-al), a. ironically, adv. 
irradiate (i-r&'di-at) [IR-, L. radius , RAY], 
v.t. To shed light upon; to make bright 
or brilliant; (fig.) to light or brighten up. 
irrational (i-r&sh'o-nal) [IR-, rational], 
a. Not rational; illogical, contrary to 
reason, absurd; (Math.) not expressible 
by a whole number or common fraction. 
n. A surd. 

irreclaimable (ir-e-kla'mabl) [IR-, RE- 
CLAIMABLE], a. Incapable of being re¬ 
claimed ; obstinate. 

irreconcilable (i-rek-on-sTlabl) [ir-, re¬ 
concilable], a. Incapable of being 
reconciled; inconsistent, incongruous, n. U 
One who cannot be appeased or satisfied, 
an intransigent, irreconcilably, adv. 
irrecoverable (ir-6-kuv'er-abl) [ir-, re¬ 
coverable], a. That cannot be recovered; 
irreparable, irrecoverably, adv. 
irredeemable (ir-6-de'mabl) [m-, redeem¬ 
able], a. Not redeemable; not termin¬ 
able by payment of the principal, 
irreducible (ir-6-du'sibl) [IR- reducible], 
a. Not to be lessened; not to be brought 
to a required condition, etc. 
irrefragable (i-ref'ra-gabl) [late L. irre- 
fragdbilis), a. Incapable of being refuted, 
irrefutable (ir-e-fu'tabl) [IR-, REFUTE], a. 
Incapable of being refuted. 
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Irregular (i-reg'u-lar) [IR-, regular], a. 
Not regular, not according to established 
principles or custom; departing from 
rules, lawless, disorderly; abnormal; not 
direct, not uniform; (Gram.) deviating 
from the common form in inflexion; 
(Mil.) not belonging to the regular army. 
n.pl. Irregular troops, irregularity, n. 
irrelevant (i-rel'6-vant) [IR-, relevant], a. 
Not applicable, not to the point, irre¬ 
levance, -vancy, n. irrelevantly, adv. 
irreligion (ir-6-lij'6n) [ir-, religion], n. 
Indifference or hostility to religion, 
irreligious, a irreligiously, adv. 
irremediable (ir-6-me'di-abl) [IR-, remedy], 
a. Incurable; incapable of being remedied, 
irremovable (ir-6-moo'vabl) [IR-, re¬ 
movable], a. That cannot be removed; 
permanent, immovable, 
irreparable (i-rep'a-rabl) [m-, reparable], 
a. Incapable of being repaired or 
remedied, irreparably, adv. 
irreplaceable (ir-6-pia'sabl) [IR-, replace¬ 
able], a. Not to be made good in case 
of loss. 

irrepressible (ir-6-pres'ibl) [m-, BE- 
PRESSIBLE], a. Not to be repressed, 
irreproachable (ir-6-pr6'chabl) [IR-, RE- 
PROACHABLE], a. Blameless, faultless, 
irresistible (ir-6-zis'tibl) [ir-, RESISTIBLE], 
a. That cannot be resisted, 
irresolute (i-rez'6-lut) [IR-, resolute], a. 
Not resolute; undecided, hesitating, 
irresolution (-lu'shun), to. 
irrespective (ir-6-spek'tiv) [IR-, respec¬ 
tive], a. Regardless of, without reference 
to. 

irresponsible (ir-6-spon'sibl) [IR-, re¬ 
sponsible], a. Not responsible or trust¬ 
worthy; without a proper sense of 
responsibility. 

irresponsive (ir-6-spon'siv) [IR-, RESPON¬ 
SIVE], a. Not responsive (to), irre¬ 
sponsiveness, n. 

irretrievable (ir-e-tre'vabl) [IR-, re¬ 
trievable], a. Not to be retrieved; 
irreparable. 

irreverent (i-rev'er-6nt) [IR-, reverent], 
a. Lacking in reverence; disrespectful, 
irreverence, n. irreverently, adv. 
irrevocable (i-rev'6-kabl) [IR-, revocable], 
a. Incapable of being revoked, un¬ 
alterable. irrevocably, adv. 
irrigate (irM-gat) [L. irrigdtus , p.p. of 
irrigate, IR-, L. rig&tus, moistened], v.t. 
To water (land) by causing a stream to 
flow over it; (Med.) to moisten (a wound, 
etc.) with a continuous stream, irrigable, 
a. irrigation, to. 

irritate (ir'i-t§.t) [L. irritdre], v.t. To fret, 
annoy, exasperate; to cause an uneasy 
sensation in (the skin, an organ, etc.), 
irritable, a. Easily provoked, fretful; 
hig hly sensitive, irritability, to. irritant, 
a. and n. irritation, n. 
irruption (i-rup'shun) [ir-, L. ruptus, 
broken], n. A bursting in; a sudden 
invasion or incursion, irruptive, a. 

-ise, suf. Forming abstract nouns, as 
franchise, merchandise (see also -IZE). 

8 


-ish (1), suf. Of the nature of, pertaining 
to; rather, somewhat; as in childish, 
English, outlandish, reddish ; (2) formin g 
verbs, as cherish, finish, punish. 
isinglass (I'zing-glas) [prob. M.Dut. 
huyzenblas, sturgeon’s bladder], to. A 
gelatinous substance prepared from the 
swimming-bladders of certain fish, used 
for making jellies, glue, etc. 

Islam (iz'lam) [Arab., submission], n. 
Mohammedanism; (collect.) believers in 
Mohammedanism, peoples under Moham¬ 
medan rule. Islamic, a. Is'lamism,w. 
island (I'l&nd) [A.-S. igland], n. A piece 
of land surrounded by water; anything 
isolated, islander, n. 
isle (11) [M.E. He, L. insula], w. A small 
island, islet, to. A little isle. 

-ism, suf. Forming abstract nouns denot¬ 
ing doctrine, theory, system, etc., as 
altruism , Socialism, spiritualism , Ameri¬ 
canism. 

iso-[Gr. isos], comb. form. Equal; having 
the same number of parts, 
isolate (i'so-lat) [as INSULATE], v.t. To 
place in a detached situation; to subject 
to quarantine; to insulate, isolation, n. 
-iso.n, suf. As in comparison, orison. 
Isosceles (i-sos'£-l€z) [Gr. isoskelSs, equal¬ 
legged (ISO-, skelos , leg)], a. Having two 
sides equal (of a triangle), 
issue (ish'u) [O.F., L. ire, to go], n. Act of 
passing or flowing out; outgoing, outflow; 
way or means of exit; the mouth of a 
river; offspring; profits from land or 
other property; consequence; the point 
in debate or between contending parties; 
act of sending or giving out; publication; 
that which is published at a particular 
time; the whole quantity or number sent 
out at one time. v.t. To pass or flow 
out; to be published; to emerge (from); 
to proceed, to be derived (from); to end 
or result (in), v.t. To send out; to put 
into circulation, issuable, a. 

-ist, suf. Denoting an agent, adherent, 
follower, etc., as Baptist, botanist,- fatalist. 
-ister, suf. Denoting an agent, etc., as 
chorister, sophister. 

isthmus (is'mus) [Gr. isthmos\ n. A 
neck of land connecting two larger 
portions; (Anat., etc.) a narrow passage or 
part between two larger cavities or parts, 
it (it) [A.-S. hit], 3rd pers. neut. pron. (poss. 
its, pi. they, poss. their, obj. them). 
The thing spoken about; the grammatical 
subject of an impersonal verb; the 
indefinite object (as to rough it, to fight it 
out). 

Italian (i-t&l'yan), a. Pertaining to Italy. 
n. A native of Italy; the Italian language, 
italic (i-tal'ik) [Gr. Italikos , as prec.], 
a. Applied to a sloping type (thus); 
pertaining to ancient Italy or the Italian 
races, esp. as distinguished from Roman. 
n.pl. Italic letters or type, italicize 
(-siz), v.t. To print in italics; (fig.) to 
emphasize. 

itch (ich) [V.-S. giccan], v.t. To have a 
sensation ol uneasiness in the skin exciting 
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a desire to .-cratch the part; to feel a 
constant desire (for), n. A sensation of 
uneasiness in the skin; an uneasy de¬ 
sire or craving (for, etc.); a contagious 
skin-disease; scabies, itchy , a. 

-ite, suf. Belonging to, a follower of, as 
Jacobite , Moabite , Puseyite ; denoting 

fossils, minerals, chemical substances, 
explosives, etc., as ammonite, chrysolite, 
dolomite , dynamite. 

item (i'tem) [L., in like manner], n. A 
separate article in an enumeration; an 
individual entry; a detail of news in a 
newspaper, adv. Likewise, also, 
iterate (it'6r-at) [L. iterum , again], v.t. 
To say, make, or do over and over again, 
iterant, a. Repeating, iteration, n. 
iterative, a. 

itinerant (I-tin'er-ant) [L. iter , a journey], 
a. Passing from place to place; travelling 
on a circuit, n. One who journeys from 
place to place; a travelling preacher, 
player, etc. itinerary, n. An account 
of places and their distances on a road, a 
guide-book; a route; an account of 
travels, 

-itious, suf. As in adventitious, factitious , 
ambitious, nutritious. 

-itis, suf. Denoting inflammation, as 
gastritis, peritonitis. 

itself (it-self) [IT, SELF], pron. Used 
emphatically ( usu. in apposition) and 
reflexively. 

-ium, suf. Used chiefly to form names of 
metals, as aluminium , sodium. 

-ive, suf. Serving, or tending to; of the 
nature or quality of; as active, pensive, 
talkative. 

ivory (i'vdr-i) [A.-F. ivorie, L. ebur, ivory], n. 
The hard white substance composing the 
tusks of the elephant, etc. a. Consisting, 
made of, or resembling ivory, 
ivy (i'vi) [A.-S. ifig], n. An evergreen 
climbing plant, usu. having five-angled 
leaves, and adheriug by aerial rootlets, 
ivied, a. Overgrown with ivy. 

-ize, suf. Forming verbs denoting to 
speak or act as; to follow or practise; to 
come into such a state; (transitively) to 
cause to follow or resemble; as Anglicize, 
Christianize, galvanize, naturalize, terrorize. 


J 

jab (j5b) [?], v.t. To poke violently; to 
stab. n. A sharp_poke, stab, thrunt. 

jabber (j&b'er) [?], v.i. To talk vidubly 
and incoherently; to chatter, v.t. To 
utter rapidly and indistinctly, n. Rapid 
or nonsensical talk; gabble, jabberer, n. 

jacinth (jas'inth) [O.F. Jacitffo, hyacinth], 
n. A translucent gem. 

Jack (jak) [?], n. A fellow, a common 
person; a sailor; a pike, esp. a young one; 
the knave of cards; contrivances for 
turning a spit, lifting heavy weights, 
raising a carriage-wheel, etc.; a lever 
or other part in various machines; a 
small flag [UNION-JACK] ; a coat of 
mail; a leather flagon. v.i. To lift, 


hoist, or move with a jack; (slang) to 
resign, give up. jackass, n. A male 
ass; a stupid, ignorant fellow, jack-boot, 
n. A large boot reaching to the thigh, 
jackdaw, n. The smallest of the British 
crows. Jack-in-offlce, n. One who 
assumes authority on account of holding a 
petty office, jack-knife, n. A large 
clasp-knife, jack-plane, n. The coarsest 
of the joiner’s bench-planes, 
jackal (j&k'awl) [Pers. shaghdt], n. A 
gregarious animal closely allied to the dog; 
one who does dirty work for another, 
jackanapes (j&k'a-naps) [nickname], n. 

A pert fellow; a coxcomb, 
jacket (j&k'et) [O.F. jaquette], n. A short 
coat for men or women; the skin of a 
potato; a wrapper. 

Jacobean (j&k-6-be'an) [Jacob, whence 
James], a. Belonging to the reign of 
James I. 

Jacobin (jak'6-bin) [F., as prec.], n. An 
extreme revolutionist during the French 
Revolution. Jac'obinism, n. 

Jacobite (jSk'6-bit) [as prec.], n. A 
partisan of James II after his abdication, 
or of his descendants. Jacobitism, n. 
jactation (j£Lk-ta'shun) [L. jactare, to 
throw], n. Agitation of the body in 
exercise, as in riding; jactitation, jacti¬ 
tation, n. Restlessness, a tossing or 
twitching of the limbs; a false pretension 
to marriage. 

jade (1) (jad) [?], n. A broken-down, 
worthless horse; an old or an untrust¬ 
worthy woman, a wench, v.t. To tire 
out (usu. in. p.p.). jadedly, adv. 
jade (2) [Sp. ( piedra di) ijada], n. A 
green silicate of lime and magnesia, an 
ornamental* stone. 

jag (jag) [?], n. A notch; a stab, prick. 

v.t. To cut or tear raggedly, jagged, a. 
jaguar (jSg'war) [native yagouara ], n. 
A S. American animal resembling the 
leopard. 

jail, gaol (jSl) [A.-F. gaole, O.F. jaiole ], n. 
A prison, jail-bird, n. One who has 
been to prison, jailer, gaoler, n. The 
keeper of a prison. 

jalap (jiU'ap) [Aztec Xalapan, place in 
Mexico], n. The dried tubercles of a 
Mexican plant, used as a purgative, 
jam (jam) [?], v.t. To wedge or squeeze 
(in); to compress, to squeeze together; 
to block up by crowding into; to make 
(a machine, etc.) unworkable by forcible 
handling; (Wireless Teleg.) to block 
(another station) with equal wave- 
impulses. v.i. To become immovable 
or unworkable by rough handling (of a 
machine, etc.), n. A crush, a squeeze; 
a stoppage in a machine due to jamming; 
a crowd, a press; a conserve of fruit made 
by boiling with sugar, 
jamb (j&m) [F. jambe, leg], n. One of the 
upright sides of a doorway, window, etc. 
jangle (j&ngl) [?], v.i. To sound harshly; 
to wrangle, bicker, v.t. To cause to 
sound discordantly; to utter harshly, n. 
Wrangling, bickering; discordant sound. 
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janitor (j£n'i-t6r) [L.], n. A door-keeper, 
janizary (j&n'i-zar-i) [Turk, yehi-tsheri , 
ts fieri, soldiery], n. A soldier of the 
Sultan’s bodyguard. 

January (jin'd-ar-I) [L., from Janus , a 
Roman deity], n. The first month of the 
year. 

japan (jA-p&n') [island empire east of 
China], n. An intensely hard varnish: 
work varnished and figured in the Japanese 
style, v.t. To cover with or as with 
japan. Japanese', a. and n 
jape (jap) [?], v.t. To jest, to play tricks, 
n. A jest, a trick, a joke, 
jar (1) (jar) [?], v.t. To emit a harsh 
sound; to vibrate harshly; to be dis¬ 
cordant or disagreeable; to clash, be 
inconsistent (with), v.t. To cause to 
tremble, to give a shocfe to. n. A 
harsh vibration, a discordant sound; a 
shock, a conflict of opinions or interests, 
jar (2) [Arab, jarrah ], n. A vessel of glass 
or earthenware, used for various domestic 
purposes. 

jargon (jar'gdn) [O.F.], n. Unintelligible 
talk; debased or illiterate speech or lan¬ 
guage; any specialized language, 
jargonelle ()ar*g6-nel') [F.], n. A kind of 
pear. 

jasmine (j&s'min) [Arab. yOsmln ], n. A 
climbing plant with sweet-scented white 
or yellow flowers. 

jasper (j&s'per) [Gr. i as pis. Oriental in 
origin], n. An impure, coloured variety 
of quartz; a greenish marble with small 
red spots. 

jaundice (jawn'dis) [M.E. jaunys, from F. 
jaune, yellow], n. A disease characterized 
by yellowness of the skin, diarrhoea, and 
general debility; (Jig.) a mental attitude 
or condition which warps the vision. 
v.t. To affect with or as with jaundice; 
(Jig.) to poison the mind with jealousy, 
prejudice, etc. 

jaunt (jawnt) [?], v.i. To rove about; to 
take a short excursion, n. A ramble, 
a short journey, a trip, jaunting-car, n. 
An Irish vehicle with two seats, back to 
back, over the wheels, and one for the 
driver in front. 

jaunty (jawn'ti) [F. gentil ], a. Sprightly, 
airy, self-satisfied, jauntily, adv. 
javelin (jav'6-lin) [F. javeline , prob. from 
Celt], n. A light spear thrown by the 
hand. 

jaw (jaw) [?], n. The bony structure in 
which the teeth are fixed, forming the 
framework of the mouth; (pi.) the mouth; 
the narrow opening of a gorge, valley, etc.; 
one of two opposing members of a vice, 
etc.; the forked end of a boom or gaff, 
jay (ja) [O.F.], n. A chattering bird of 
brilliant plumage; a foolish dupe, 
jazz (j&z) [Am. Negro], n. A noisy and 
boisterous dance in rag-time, 
jealous (jel'us) [M.E. and O.F, gelos], a. 
Suspicious or apprehensive of being 
supplanted in the love or favour (of wife, 
husband, friend); anxiously watchful (of 
one’s honour, rights, etc.); envious; 


(Bibl.) requiring exclusive devotion (of 
God), jealously, adv. jealousy, n. 
jean (j&n> [M.E. Gene, Genoa], n. A 
twilled undressed cloth with cotton warp, 
jeer (jer) [?], v. To scoff (at), to make a 
mock of. to deride, n. A gibe, a taunt. 
Jehovah (je-ho'vA) [Heb. Yahovah ], n. 
The most sacred name given in the Old 
Testament to God. 

jejune (je-joon') [L. jejUnus , fasting], a. 
Meagre, scanty; wanting in substance; 
(Jig.) devoid of interest or life, 
jelly (jel'i) [F. gelie, frost], n. 
Any gelatinous substance, esp. from 
animal matter; a conserve made of 
thickened fruit-juice boiled with sugar, 
v.t. To turn into jelly jelly-fish, n. 
The marine medusae and other allied 
species, jellify, v.t. and i. 
jemmy (jem'i) [dim. of James'], n. A 
short, stout crowbar, used by burglars, 
jennet (jen'St) [Sp. ginete ], n. A small 
Spanish horse. 

jenneting (jen'6-ting) [?], n. An early 
kind of apple. 

jeopardy (jep'&r-di) [O.F. jeu parti , even 
game], n. Exposure to danger, loss, or in¬ 
jury , risk, peril, jeopardize, v.t. To risk, 
jerboa (j$r-bo'A) [Arab, yarbu'], n. A 
small mouse-like rodent with long hind 
legs adapted for leaping, 
jeremiad (jer-£-mi'&d) [Jeremiah], n. A 
lamentation, esp over modern degeneracy, 
in the style of the prophet Jeremiah, 
jerk (1) (jSrk) [?], v.t. To pull, push, or 
thrust sharply; to throw with a sharp, 
suddenly arrested action, v.i. To move 
with jerks, n. A sharp, sudden push or 
tug, a twitch, jerky, a. 
jerk (2) [Am Sp. hharquear], v.t. To cut 
(beef) into long pieces and dry in the sun. 
jerkin (jfir'kin) [?], n. A short jacket, 
formerly often made of leather, 
jerry (jer'i) [prob. Jeremiah ], a. Cheaply 
and badly built, flimsy, jerry-builder, 
n. A speculative builder of inferior 
houses jerry-built, a. 
jersey (jer'zi) [the island], n. A close- 
fitting knitted tunic with long sleeves, 
jest (jest) [O.F. geste ], n. A joke, something 
to provoke mirth; b laughing-stock; a 
frolic, v.i. To joke; to jeer (at), 
jester, n. A buffoon, • a sp. one formerly 
retained by persons of high rank. 

Jesuit (jez'fl-it) [Sp. Jesuita (jesus, -ITE)], n. 
A member of the Society of Jesus, a lt.-C. 
order founded in 1534 by Ignatius Loyola, 
jet (1) (jet) [Gr. gagates (Gagai , in Lycia)l. 
n. A variety of black stones susceptible 
of a brilliant polish. 

jet (2) [G.F. jetter , L. jact&re , to throw], 
v.i. To spurt out, to come out in a jet. 
v.t. To send out in a jet or jets. n. A 
sudden spurt or shooting out of water or 
flame, esp. from a small orifice; a nozzle 
for the discharge of water, etc. 
jetsam (jet'sam) [as foil.], n. Goods, etc. 
thrown overboard to lighten a ship and 
subsequently washed ashore, 
jettison (jet'i-s6n) [O.F. getaison , from I*. 
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jact&re , to throw], n. The casting of 
goods overboard to lighten a vessel in 
distress, v.t. To throw goods overboard, 
jetty (1) (jet'i) [O.F. getee, as jet (2)], n. 
A solid structure projecting into water and 
serving as a mole, pier, or wharf. 

Jew (joo) [A.-F. Jeu, L. lUdceus), n. A 
Hebrew; (fig.) a usurer, an extortionate 
tradesman, etc. Jewess, n. Jewish, a. 
Jewel (joo'el) [A.-F. juel], n. A precious 
stone; a personal ornament containing a 
precious stone or stones; a person or 
thing of very great value or excellence. 
v.t. To adorn or fit with jewels, jeweller, 
n. A maker of or dealer in jewels, jewel¬ 
lery, jewelry, n. Jewels in general; the 
art or trade of a jeweller. 

Jewry (joo'ri) [jew, -ery], n. The Jews 
or the land where they dwell or dwelt; the 
Jews’ quarter in a town or country, 
jib (1) (jib) [?], n. A triangular foremost 
sail; the extended arm of a crane, jib- 
boom, n. A movable spar running out 
beyond the bowsprit. 

jib (2) [?], v.i. To move restively side¬ 
ways or backwards, as a horse; to make 
difficulties (at some task, etc.), jibber, 
n. A horse that jibs. 

jiffy (jif'i) [ ?], n. An instant, an extremely 
short time. 

jig (jig) [?], n. A lively dance, and the 
music for it. 

jilt (jilt) [?], n. A woman who gives her 
lover encouragement and then throws him 
over. v.t. To throw over (one’s lover), 
jingle (jingl) [imit.], v.i. To make a 
tinkling sound like that of small bells, 
etc.; to correspond in rhyme, etc.; to 
rhyme (in a depreciative sense), v.t. To 
cause to make a clinHng or tinkling sound, 
n. A tinkling metallic sound; a corre¬ 
spondence or repetition of sounds in words, 
esp. of a catchy, inartistic kind; doggerel. 
Jingo (jing'go) [?], n. (pi. -goes) A mild 
oath; one who advocates a spirited or 
bellicose foreign policy. Jingoism, n. 
jinricksha (jin-rik'sha) [Jap. jin, man, 
riki , strength, sha, vehicle], n. A light 
two-wheeled Japanese carriage, drawn by 
one or two men. 

jiu-jitsu (joo'jit-soo') [Jap.], n. The 
Japanese art of wrestling, 
job (1) (job) [?], n. A piece of work, esp. 
one done for a stated price; business (esp. 
public) yielding unfair profit or advantage; 
( colloq .) a situation, a berth, a. Applied 
to collections of things sold together; let 
on hire. v.t. To let out by the job, or 
for hire; to buy up in miscellaneous lots 
and retail; to deal in (stocks); to deal with 
in an underhand way for private benefit. 
v.t. To buy and sell as a broker; to do 
job-work; to let or hire by the job; to 
profit corruptly at the public expense, 
jobmaster, n. One who lets out carriages 
Or horses, jobber, «. One who deals 
in stocks and shares, esp. a middleman. 
Job (2) (job) [the Patriarch, subject of the 
Book of Job in the O.T.], n. (fig.) An 
uncomplaining sufferer or victim. 


jobbery (job'6-ri) [job (1), -ERY], n. 
Underhand business. 

jockey (jok'i) [Jacket/, dim. of JACK], n. 

A professional rider in horse-races, v.t. 

To employ sharp practices against; to 
outwit, out-manoeuvre, etc.; (Horse¬ 
racing) to jostle by riding against, 
jocose (jd-kos') [as JOKE], a. Humorous, 
facetious; given to jesting, jocosely, 
adv. jocoseness, jocosity (-kos'it-i), 
n. H 

jocular (jok'u-lAr) [as JOKE], a. Addicted 
to jesting; facetious, amusing; embodying 
a joke, jocularity, n. joc'ularly, adv. 
jocund (jok'und) [\j.jUcundus\ y a. Sportive, 
gay; inspiring mirth. 

jog (jog) [?], v.t. To push or jerk lightly, 
to nudge, esp. to excite attention; to 
stimulate (one’s memory), v.i. To move 
with a leisurely pace. n. A slight push 
or nudge; a leisurely trotting motion, 
jog-trot, n. A slow, monotonous trot. 
a. Monotonous, humdrum progress; slow 
routine. 

join (join) [O.F. joindre , L. jungere ], v.t. 

To connect, fasten together; to couple, 
associate; to engage in (battle), v.i. 

To be contiguous or in contact; to become 
associated (with); to become a member of 
(a society, etc.), n. A joint; a mark of 
junction, joiner, n. One who joins; 
a carpenter who makes furniture, finishes 
woodwork, etc. joinery, n. 
joint (joint) [O.F., as prec.], n. A junction 
or mode of joining parts together; the j 
union of two bones; one of the pieces f 
into which a carcass is cut up. a. Belong- 1 
ing to, produced by, etc., different persons i 
in conjunction; sharing (with others), v.t. 

To form with joints or connect by joints, 
joint stock : Capital divided into shares 
and held jointly by several persons, 
joint-stool, n. A stool made with parts 
jointed together, jointed, a. jointly, 
adv. In conjunction with others, join¬ 
ture, n. An estate settled upon a woman 
in consideration of marriage, which she is 
to enjoy after her husband’s decease, 
joist (joist) [O.F. giste, a bed], n. One of 
the timbers to which floor boards or the 
laths of a ceiling are nailed, 
joke (jok) [L. jocus], n. Something said 
or done to excite merriment; a jest; a 
ridiculous incident, circumstance, etc. 1 
v.i. To make jokes, to jest, joker, n. 
jolly (jol'i) [O.F. jolif, gay, fine], a. Merry, 
gay, jovial; inspiring or expressing 1 
mirth; pleasant, agreeable, remarkable. ’ 
jollify, v.i. To make merry; to tipple, 
jollification, n. jollity, n. 
jolly-boat (jol'i-bot) [Scand.], n. A small 
boat for the general work of a ship, 
jolt (jolt) [?], v.t. To shake with sharp, 
sudden jerks, v.i. To move thus. n. 

A sudden shock or jerk, 
jonquil (jong'kwil) [F. jonquille (L. 
juncus , rush)], n. The rush-leaved I 

narcissus or daffodil. 

jorum (jor'um) [?], n. A large drinking 
vessel; its contents. 
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jostle (josl) [as JOUST], v. To push against, 
to hustle, n. A hustling; a collision, 
jot (jot) [Gr. iota , the letter *], n. A tittle, 
an iota. v.t. To write (a brief memor¬ 
andum). jotting, n. A note or memor¬ 
andum. 

journal (jgr'nal) [L. dium&lis , diurnal], n. 
An account of daily transactions; the 
book from which daily entries are posted 
up in the ledger; a diary; a news¬ 
paper or periodical published at regular 
intervals, journalist, n. One who 
keeps a diary, a literary worker on a 
newspaper or periodical journalism, n. 
journalistic, a. 

journey (jgr'ni) [L. diurnata, a day’s work], 
n. Travel from one place to another, esp. 
by land; the distance travelled in a given 
time. v.i. To travel; to make a journey, 
journeyman, n. A mechanic or artisan 
who has served his apprenticeship and 
works for an employer, 
joust (joost) [O.F. jouster , low L. juxtdre , 
to approach], v.i. To tilt, to encounter 
on horseback with lances, n. A til ting- 
match ; a combat on horseback, 
jovial (jo'vi-al) [L. jovialis, of Jupiter], a. 

Mirthful, joyous, joviality, n. 
jowl (joul) [A.-S. ceafi, jaw], n. The jaw; 
the cheek; the bead and shoulders of a 
fish. 

joy (joi) [O.F. joie], n. The emotion 
produced by gratified desire, success,^iappy 
fortune, etc.; gladness, delight; a cause 
of happiness, v.i. To rejoice, v.t. To 
gladden, joyful, a. joyless, a. joyous, a. 
jubilate (joo'bi-lat) [L. jubilare], v.i. To 
exult; to express intense joy. jubila'tion 
(shun), n. jubilant, a. 
jubilee (joo'bi-li) [as prec.], n. An 
important festival among the Jews, 
celebrated every 50th year to com¬ 
memorate the exodus from Egypt; a 
50th anniversary; a season of great public 
rejoicing; (R.-C. Ch.) a year of special 
indulgence or remission of the conse¬ 
quences of sin. diamond jubilee : A 
sixtieth anniversary. 

Judaic, -al (joo-da'ik, -41) [L. Judaicus], 
a. Pertaining to the Jews*- Jewish. 
Ju'daism, n. The religious doctrines 
and rites of the Jews; conformity to these, 
judge (juj) [M.E. and O.F. juge, L. judex], n. 
A civil officer who hears and determines 
causes in a court of justice* one author¬ 
ized to decide a dispute or contest; a 
connoisseur, v.t. To decide (a question); 
to hear or try (a cause); to pass sentence 
upon; to criticize, v.i. To hear and 
determine a case; to give sentence; 
to come to a conclusion; to criticize, be 
censorious, judgeship, n. judgment, 
n. Act of judging; a judicial decision, a 
sentence of a court of justice; discernment, 
discrimination, good sense; the critical 
faculty; opinion; (Jig .) a misfortune 
regarded as a punishment for sin. 
judicature (joo'di-ka-tur) [L. judic&re , to 
judge], n. The administration of justice 
by trial and judgment; the authority 


of a judge; a court of justice, and its 
jurisdiction. 

judicial (ju-dish'Al) [L. jadiddlis , as prec.], 
a. Pertaining or proper to courts of law 
or the administration of justice; showing 
judgment; discriminating, judicially, 
adv. judiciary, n. The judicature, 
judicious (ju-dish'us) [as prec.], a. Sagaci¬ 
ous, discerning; prudent; done with 
reason, judiciousness, n. 
jug (jfig) [?], n. A vessel with a handle 
for holding liquors; (slang) a prison. 
v.t. (usu. in p.p.) To stew (a hare), 
juggernaut (jug'er-nawt) [Hindi, Jag - 
gandth, lord of the world], n. A belief, 
institution, etc., to which one is ruthlessly 
sacrificed or by which one is destroyed, 
juggle (iugl) [L. joculdtor , a juggler, as 
joke], v.i. To play tricks by sleight of 
band; to practise artifice or imposture 
(with), v.t. To deceive by trickery, 
juggler, n. jugglery, n. 

Jugo-Slav (u'go-slav') [Serb., South Slav], 
a. Of or pertaining to the southern Slav 
races or countries, n. A member of 
these races. 

jugular (joo'gu-lar) [L. jugulum, the collar¬ 
bone], a. Belonging to the neck or throat, 
juice (joos) [L. jUs, soup], n. The watery 
part of vegetable or the fluid part of animal 
bodies; (fig.) the essence of anything, 
juicy, a. Abounding in juice, succulent, 
jujube (joo'joob) [Gr. zizuphon ], n. The 
berry-like fruit of spiny shrubs of the 
Rkamnus family, dried as a sweetmeat; 
a lozenge flavoured with or imitating this, 
julep (joo'16p) [Arab. juldb],-n. A sweet 
drink. 

Julian (joo'li-in), o. Pertaining to Julius 

Caesar. 

julienne (zhu-li-en') [F.], n. A clear soup; 
a variety of pear. 

July (ju-U') [after Julius Caesar], n. The 
seventh month of the year, 
jumble (jumbl) [?], v.t. To mix con¬ 
fusedly ; to throw together without order. 
n. A muddle, disorder, confusion, 
jump (jump) [?], v.i. To spring, leap, 
bound; to move suddenly with springs or 
bounds; to start up abruptly, v.t. To 
cross by leaping; to skip a chapter, 
etc.), n. The act of jumping; a leap, 
a bound, jumpable, a. jumper, n. 
One who or that which jumps; a loose, 
coarse outer jacket worn by sailors, 
labdurers, etc.; a knitted or other garment 
of a similar shape, jumpy, a. 
junction (junk'shun) [L. junctio , as JOIN], 
n. Act of joining, the state of being 
joined; a joint, a point or place of union, 
esp. where lines of railway meet, 
juncture (junk'chur) [as prec.], n. The 
place at which two things are joined, a 
joint; a point of time marked by the 
concurrence of critical circumstances. 
June (joon) [L. Junius ], n. The sixth 
month of the year. 

jungle (jungl) [Hind, jangal ], n. Land 
covered with forest trees or dense vegeta¬ 
tion, esp. in India, jungly, a. 
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junior (joo'nyor) [L., comp, of juvenis , 
young], a. Younger; lower in standing, 
n. One younger or of lower standing than 
another, junior'ity, n. 
juniper (joo'ni-p6r) [L. jUniperus], n. A 
genus of prickly evergreen shrubs, the 
berries of which are used to flavour gin. 
junk (junk) [Jav. jong ], n. A flat- 
bottomed vessel used in the China seas, 
junker (yung'k6r) [G. young squire], n. A 
German noble. 

junket (jfing'kSt) [M.F. juncade ], n. A 
dish of curds sweetened and flavoured, and 
served with cream, v. To make good 

junta (jun'tA) [Sp., as JOIN], «. A legislative 
or administrative council, esp. in Spain, 
Italy, and S. America, 
junto (jun'to) [from prec.], n. A secret 
DOlitical or other council, 
juridical (joo-rid'i-kal) [L. jUridicus], a. 
Pertaining to the administration of 
justice, or to jurisprudence, 
jurisconsult (joo-ris-kon-sult') [as prec., 
CONSULT], n. One learned in law, esp. 
civil or international, a jurist, 
jurisdiction (joo-ris-dik'shunl [L. jUris- 
dictiO ], n. The legal power or right of 
administering justice, making and enforc¬ 
ing laws; the district within which such 
power may be exercised, 
jurisprudence (joo-ris-proo'dens) [L. 
jilris prudential, n. The philosophy of 
law; the science of the laws, constitutions, 
and rights of men, the legal system of 
a particular country. 

jurist (joo'rist) [L. jUs juris , law], n. One 
learned in the law. 

juror (joor'or) [L. jUr&re, to swear], n. 

One who serves on a jury, 
jury (joor'i) [O.F. jurie, an oath, as prec.], 
n. A body of men sworn to try and give 
a true verdict upon questions put before 
them, juryman, n. 

jury-mast (joor'i-mast) [?], n. A tem¬ 
porary mast erected in place of one carried 
away. 

just (just) [L. Justus , from jUs , right], 
a. Acting according to what is right; 
fair, impartial, honest; accurate, precise; 
fit, proper; deserved; righteous, adv. 
Exactly; barely, with nothing to spare; 
a very little time ago; perfectly, quite, 
justly, adv. justness, n. 
justice (jus'tis) [L. jitstilia % as prec.], n. 
The quality of being just; fairness in 
dealing with others, uprightness, honesty; 
just requital of deserts; authoritative 
administration or maintenance of law and 
right; one who holds courts, hears causes, 
and administers justice between individuals; 
a magistrate, justiceship, n. justiciary, 
«. An administrator of justice, a. 
Pertaining to the administration of justice. 
Justify (jus'ti-fi) [L. jus. JUSTICE, facere , to 
make], v.t. To prove to be just, to 
vindicate, make good, show grounds for; 
to declare free from the penalty of sin, 
to adjust, justifi able, a. justifica tion, 
n. 


jut (jut) [JET (2)], v.t. To project, protrude; 
to stick (out), n. A protruding point, 
jute (joot) [Bengali, jh0to] t n. Fibre from 
the inner bark of certain plants, from which 
paper, cordage, etc., are prepared, 
juvenescent (joo-v6-nes'ent) [L. juvenes- 
cere ], a. Growing or being young, 
juvenile (joo'v6-nIl) [L. juvenilis from 
juvenis , young], a. Young; befitting or 
characteristic of youth, 
juxtapose (juk-sta-poz') [L. juxtd, next, 
Fr. poser % to put], v.t. To place (a thing) 
next to or (things) side by side, juxta¬ 
position, n. 


Kafir (k&f'ir) [Arab., infidel], n. One of a 
S. African Bantu race; their language; a 
native of Kafiristan in N. Afghanistan, a. 

Of or pertaining to the Kafirs. 

Kaiser (kl'z6r) [G., from L. Ccesar], n. An 
emperor, the title of the former Emperor 
of Germany, and of the head of the Holy 
Roman Emoire. 

kale (kal) [COLE], n Cabbage, esp. with 
crinkled leaves, kale-yard, kail-yard, n. 

A kitchr-u-ganien 

kaleidoscope (kA-Ii'do-skop) [Gr. kalos, 
beautiful, eidos , appearance, -scope], n. 

An instrument showing an endless variety 
of symmetrical forms, 
kali (kfil'i, ka'li) [Arab, qalx ], n. The salt¬ 
wort, from which soda-ash was obtained. 
Kalmuck (kal'muk) [Rus. Kalmuiku ], n. 

One of a race of Mongols living between ’ 
W. China and the Volga; a coarse shaggy 
cloth or coloured cotton. 

Kanaka (ka-nAk'4, kan'A-ka) [Hawaiian], 
n. A South Sea islander, 
kangaroo < k&ng-ga-roo') [native], n. A 
marsupial quadruped peculiar to Austral¬ 
asia, distinguished by their large hind 
limbs and short fore limbs, 
kedgc (kej> [?], n. A small portable 
anchor used in warping, 
kedgeree (kej'6r-6) [Hind. khichrX\ y n. A 
dish of fish, rice, egg, etc. 
keel (kel) [proh. from Icel. kjdlr ], n. The 
principal timber of a ship, extending from 
bow to stern; a corresponding part iD an 
iron vessel, keelhaul, v.t. To drag under 
water on one side of the ship and up again 
on the other. 

keen (1) fken) [A.-S. cAw], a. Having a , 
sharp edge or point; sensitive, acute; 
biting, piercing (of cold); acrimonious; 
eager, ardent (on), keenness, n. 
keen (2) [Tr caoinim , to weep], n. Lamen¬ 
tation over a deceased person. v.t. To 
mourn, to utter with keening, 
keep (kSpj TA.-S. cepan ], v.t. ( past and p.p. 
kept) To have in charge; to guard, 
preserve, protect; to maintain; to pay 
proper regard to; to celebrate; to remain in; 
to have regularly on sale; to restrain 
(from); to detain (in custody, etc.); to 
reserve (for), v.t. To continue or retain 
one’s place; to continue to be (in a 
specified condition); to restrict oneself (to). 
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n. Subsistence, maintenance; food re¬ 
quired for aubsistence; the main tower of 
a mediaeval castle, keeper, n. keeping, 
n. keepsake, n. Anything kept for the 
sake ol the giver. 

keg (keg) [Scand.], n. A small cask or 
barrel. 

kelp (kelp) [?], n. The calcined ashes of 
seaweed, from which carbonate of soda 
was obtained, m»w used for obtaining 
iodine, the large, coarse seaweed from 
which kelp is produced, 
kelpie (kel'pi) [?], n. A water-spirit usn. 
in the form of a horse, supposed to haunt 
fords. 

kelson (kel'sOn) [KFEL], n. A longitudinal 
piece placed along the floor-timbers of 
a ship binding them to the keel, 
ken (ken; [?], v.t. {chiefly Sc.) To under¬ 
stand; to know. n. View, sight; range 
of sight or knowledge, 
kennel (1) (ken'el) [O.P. chenil , L. canis, 
dog], n. A shelter for a dog or hounds; 
a hovel; a pack of hounds, v.i. To lodge 
in or as in a kennel. 

kennel (2) [O.F. canel, CHANNEL], n. A 
gutter, a puddle. 

Kentish (ken'tish), a. Pertaining to the 
county of Kent. 

kerb (kerb) [CURB], n. A row of stones set 
as edging to a pavement, etc. kerb¬ 
stone, n. 

kerchief (kSr'chif) [O.F. ( covrir , to cover, 
chief , head)], n. A cloth to cover the 
head; a napkin. 

kernel (ker'nel) [A.-S. cymel ], n. The 
substance contained in a nut or a fruit- 
stone; (fig.) the core, gist or essence, 
kerosene (ker'6-sen) [Gr. kSros, wax, -KNE], 
n. A lamp-oil distilled from petroleum, 
coal, etc. 

kersey (ker'zi) [place in Suffolk], n. A 
coarse woollen cloth, usu. ribbed, 
kestrel (kes'treli [?], n. A small hawk, 
ketch (kech) [formerly Catch], n. A fore- 
and-aft rigged two-masted vessel, 
ketchup (kech'up) [Malay kecliap ], n. A 
sauce made from mushrooms, tomatoes, 

kettle (ketl) [A.-S. cetel ], n. A metal 
vessel for heating water, etc. kettledrum, 
n. A drum made of a hemispherical 
copper shell with a parchment head, 
key (1) (k&> [A.-S. cceg ], n. An instrument 
for working the bolt of a lock to and fro; 
that which gives access to or opportunity 
for something; that which explains any¬ 
thing difficult; a translation; (Mus.) one 
of several systems of notes having definite 
tonic relations among themselves and to 
the keynote, (fig.) the general tone or 
style (of a picture, speech, etc.), v.t. (fig.) 
To stir (up) to an action, etc. keyboard, 
n. The range of keys on a piano, organ, 
etc. keyhole, n. The hole in a lock, door, 
etc., by which a key is inserted, key-note, 
n. (Mus.) The fundamental note of a 
key; (fig.) the general tone or spirit (of a 
picture, poem, etc.), keystone, n. The 
central stone of an arch locking the others 


together; (fig.) the fundamental element, 
principle, etc. keyed, a. keyless, a. 
Not having a key; wound without a key. 
key (2) [Sp. capo), n. A low island, esp. of 
coral, on the coast of Florida, 
khaki (ka'ki) [Hind., dusty], a. Dust- 
coloured, dull-yellow, n Material of 
this colour, used for arm.) uniforms. 
Khedive (k6-dev') [Turk, khediv), n. 

A Governor oi Viceroy of Egypt, 
kick (kik) [M.E. kikefi], v.t. To strike 
with the foot; to push, more, or drive, by 
kicking; to strike in recoil, v.i. To 
strike out with the foot or feet; to recoil 
(as a gun), (fig.) to show opposition (at, 
etc.), n. The act of kicking; a blow 
with the foot, a recoil (of a gun), 
kickshaw (kik'shaw) [F quelque chose , 
something], n. Something fantastical, a 
trifle. 

kid (kid) [Scand.], n. The young of $he 
goat; leather from its skin; (pi.) gloves 
of this leather; (slang) a child, v.i. To 
bring forth a kid or kids, 
kidnap (kid'nftp) [KID, nap, NAB], v.t. To 
steal (a child); to abduct. kidnapper, 
n. 

kidney (kid'ni) [?], n. One of the two 
glands in the lumbar region which secrete 
urine and remove nitrogenous matter 
from the blood; (fig.) temperament, kind, 
fashion. 

kilderkin (kil'der-kin) [Dut.], n. A small 
barrel, usu. of 18 gals, 
kill (kil) [?], v.t. To deprive of life, to 
slay; to put an end to, to quell; to still 
(pain, etc.); to neutralize (effects of 
colour, etc.); to pass (time) idly. v.i. To 
slaughter, esp. in sport; (slang) to fascin¬ 
ate, to do execution, n. The act of kill¬ 
ing; an animal or number of animals 
killed 

kiln (kiln, kil) [A.-S. cyln ], n. A furnace 
for calcining, drying, etc. 
kilo- [Gr. chilioi, a thousand], comb, form, 
kilogramme (kil'A-gram) [GRAMME], n, 
A French measure of weight, 1,000 grammes 
or 2*2016 lb av. kilolitre (kil'6-le-t6r), n. 
1,000 litres, or 220 gallons, kilometre 
(kil'o-ine-t6r), n. A French measure of 
distance, 1,000 metres or *621 mile, 
kilt (kilt) [Scand.], v.t. To tuck up (the 
skirts of a dress); to gather together 
(material) into vertical pleats, n. A kind 
of short petticoat worn by the High¬ 
landers of Scotland. 

kimono (ki-mo'no) [Jap.], n. A loose robe 
fastened with a sash, a Japanese outer 
garment. 

kin (kin) [A.-S. cynn ], n. Stock, family; 
kindred, a. Of the same family, nature, 
or kind; akin. 

-kin, dim. suf. As in buskin , cannikin. 
kind (kind) [A.-S cynd ], n. Race, natural 
group ; sort, class; manner, fashion, way. 
a. Disposed to do good to others; sym¬ 
pathetic, tender; proceeding from or 

characterized by goodness of heart, 
kindness, n. 

kindergarten (kin'der-gar-ten' [G., 
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children’s garden], n. A school for 
infants. 

kindle (kindl) [Scand.], v.t. To set fire 
to; to light; to inspire (the passions, 
etc.); to excite, to stir up (to action, etc.); 
to light up or illumine, v.i. To take fire; 
(Jig.) to become inflamed or excited, to 
become illumined. 

kindly (kind'li) [KIND, -LY], a . Kind, good- 
natured, genial; favourable, auspicious. 

kindliness, n. 

kindred (kin'drSd) [KIN, -red, A.-S. -rceden, 
condition], n. Relationship by blood or 
marriage; (fig.) likeness of character; 
(collect.) relatives^ kin. a. Related by 
blood; (fig.) congenial, sympathetic, 
kinematic (kl-n^-m&t'ik) [Gr. kinema 
-matos, movement, from kinein, to move], 
a. Pertaining to movement or to kine¬ 
matics. n.pl. The science of pure 
motion, admitting conceptions of time and 
velocity but excluding that of force, 
kinetic (ki-net'ik) [as prec.], a. Of, pro¬ 
ducing, or depending upon motion, n.pl. 
That branch of dynamics which treats of 
forces imparting motion to bodies, 
king (king) [A.-S. cyning ], n. The male 
sovereign of a nation, (fig.) one who is 
pre-eminent in any sphere; (Cards) a card 
ranking next to the ace and before the 
queen; (Chess) a piece which has to be 
protected from checkmate; ( Draughts) a 
piece which is entitled to move in any 
direction, king-cup, n. The bulbous 
buttercup, the marsh marigold, and allied 
species, kingfisher, n. A small British 
bird with brilliant blue and green plumage, 
subsisting on fish, king'dom, n. The 
territory under a king; the position or 
attributes of a king; sovereign power; the 
highest of the divisions into which natural 
objects are arranged. 

kink (kink) [Scand.], n. A twist or abrupt 
bend in a rope, wire, etc.; a prejudice, a 
crotchet. „ 

kinsiolK vkinz fok)[KiN, folk], n. Family, 
relations, kindred. Kinsman, -woman, 
n. 

kiosk (ki-osk') [Turk, kiushk], n. A 
summer-house; a light structure for the 
sale of newspapers; a band-stand, 
kipper (kip'er) [?], n. A herring split 
open, salted, and smoke-dried, v.t. To 
cure and preserve (salmon, herrings, etc.), 
kirk (kfirk) [Sc.], n. A church, 
klrtle (kfcrtl) [A.-S. cyrtel ], n. A woman s 
gown or petticoat; a man’s short jacket, 
kismet (kis'met) [Arab. qisma(t), from 
qasama, to divide], n. Fate, destiny, 
kiss (kis) [A.-S. coss ], n. A caress or 
salute with the lips; (Billiards) a mere 
touch of the moving balls, v.t. Tosalute 
or caress by pressing or touching with the 
lips. v.i. To join lips in affection or 
respect. 

kit (kit) [M- Put. kitte], n. An outfit, esp. 
of a soldier. 

kitchen (kich'en) [A.-S. cycene ], n. A room 
where food is cooked. kitchen-garden, 

n. A garden in which vegetables, etc., are 


cultivated for the table, kitchen-range, 
n. A grate with oven, boiler, etc., for 
cooking. 

kite (kit) [A.-S. cyta] , n. A medium-sized 
bird of prey; (fig.) a greedy or rapacious 
person, a sharper; a light device of wood 
and paper constructed for flying in the air. 
kith (kith) [A.-S. cythth , native country], n. 
Kindred. 

kitten (kitn) [M.E. kitoun], n. The young 
of the cat; a playful girl. v.i. To bring 
forth kittens. 

kittiwake (kit'i-wSk) [imit. cry], n. A 
sea-gull, common on the British coasts, 
kiwi (ke'wi) [Maori], n. A wingless bird 
of New Zealand. 

kleptomania (klep-td-m5'ni-&) [Gr. kleptes , 
thief, -MANIA], n. An irresistible pro¬ 
pensity to steal, kleptomaniac, n. 
knack (n5,k) [?], n. An adroit way of 
doing a thing; dexterity, 
knacker (n5.k'6r; [?], n. A dealer in worn- 
out horses; a horse-slaughterer, 
knap (nap) [imit.], v.t. To break into 
pieces, esp. with a snap; to flake or chip 
flint. 

knapsack (n&p's5,k) [Dut.], n. A case for 
clothes, etc., carried on the back by soldiers 
or tourists. 

knave (nav) [A.-S. cnafa, a boy], n. A 
tricky fellow, a rogue; (Cards) a court- 
card below the queen and above the ten, 
the jack, knavery, n. knavish, a. 
knead (ned) [A.-S. cnedari], v.t. To work 
up (flour, etc.) with the hands; to work 
into dough : to shape, or mingle by this 
method; to work thus on (the muscles) 
in massage, kneading-trough, n. A 
trough in which dough is worked up. 
knee (n§) [A.-S. cMo], n. The joint of the 
thigh with the leg; part of a garment 
covering this; a piece of timber or metal 
with a similar angle to connect beams, etc. 
knee-breeches, n.pl. Breeches reaching 
just below the knee, knee-cap, n. The 
bone in iront Oi the knee-joint. knee- 
pan. n. The knee-cap or socket of the 
knee 

kneel (n51) [A.-S. cnSowlian], v.i. (pas f 
and p.p. knelt). To bend or fall on the 
knees. 

knell (nel) [A.-S. cnyllan], v.i. To toll 
as a funeral bell; to sound in a mournful 
or ominous manner, n. The sound of a 
bell, esp. at a death or funeral, 
knickerbockers (nik'er-bok-erz) Timag. 
author of Washington Irving’s “History 
of New York”], n. Loose breeches 
gathered in below the knee, knickers, n. 
knick-knack (nik'n&k) [redupl. of knack]. 
n. A showy trifle; a trinket, 
knife (nif) [A.-S. cnif], n. A blade with 
one edge sharpened, set in a handle; a 
cutting part of a machine 
knight (nit) [A.-S. cniht, a boy, servant], n. 
Formerly, one of gentle birth, admitted 
to an honourable degree of military rank; 
one who holds a uon-hereditary dignity 
entitling him to the title “Sir”; (Chess) 
a piece shaped like a horse’s head. vJ. To 
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create or dab (a person) a knight, knight- 
errant, n. A mediaeval knight who 
wandered about in quest of adventures, 
knight-errantry, n. knight of the 
shire : Formerly, a parliamentary repre¬ 
sentative of a county, knightly, a. and 
adv. 

knit (nit) [A.-S. cnyttan , rel. to KNOT], v.t. 
To form into a fabric or a garment by 
looping a continuous yarn; (Jig.) to join 
closely together, to unite; to contract into 
wrinkles, v.t. To make a textile fabric 
by interweaving yarn or thread; (Jig.) to 
become closely united, knitting, n. 
knitting-needle, -pin, n. A long eyeless 
needle with blunt ends, used in knitting, 
knob (nob) [cogn. with knap], n. A 
rounded protuberance, as a handle of a 
door, lock, drawer, etc. 
knock (nok) [A.-8. cnoct'an], v.t. To give 
a hard blow to; to force by striking; to 
cause to strike together, v.t. To strike 
hard or smartly (at, against, together, etc.), 
n. A blow; a rap, esp. on a door for 
admission, knock-kneed, a. Having 
knees bent inwards in walking, knock¬ 
out, a. Disabling (of a blow), knocker, 
n. A hammer-like attachment to a door 
for knocking for admittance, 
knoll (ndl) [A.-S. cnoll ], n. A rounded 
hill ; a mound, a hillock, 
knot (not) [A.-S. cnotta ], n. The interlace¬ 
ment of a rope or ropes, etc., so as to 
fasten to itself or to another object; an 
ornamental bow on a dress; a shoulder- 
pad used by market-porters for carrying 
burdens; (fig.) a difficulty, perplexity, 
problem; an irregular portion in a tree 
caused by branches, buds, etc.; a nautical 
mile. v.t. To tie in or fasten with a 
knot; to interwine; to join together 
closely or intricately; to entangle, perplex. 
v.t. To form knots (of plants); to make 
knots for fringe, knotted, o. knotty, a. 
knout (nout) [Rus. knutu ], n. A scourge 
used in Russia ior punishment, 
know (nS) [A.-S. cndwan], v.t. (past knew, 
nu, p.p. known) To have a clear per¬ 
ception of; to identify; to be convinced 
of the truth or reality of; to be acquainted 
with, have personal experience of, or 
be on intimate terms with; to be aware of; 
to understand from learning or study, v.i. 
To have knowledge; to be assured (of), 
knowing, a. Intelligent; experienced, 
knowledge (nol'6j) [M.E. knowlege], n. 
The result of knowing; that which is 
known; familiarity gained by experience; 
learning; erudition, science, 
knuckle (nukl) [M.E. knokil 3, n. A joint 
of a finger, esp. at the base; the middle 
or tarsal jbint of a quadruped, v.t. To 
submit, to yield (with down or under). 
knuckle-duster, n. An iron instrument 
to add force to a blow, 
kobold (ko'bbld) [G.], n. A German 
house-spirit like the brownie, 
kopje (kop'i) [Dut.], n. A small hill. 
Koran (ko-ran') [Arab, quran, from qara’a , 
to read], n. The Mohammedan scriptures. 


kosher (ko'sh6r) [Heb. kdshtr, right], a . 
Permitted (of food fulfilling requirements 
of Jewish law). 

kraal (krai) [S. Afr. Dut.], n. A S. African 
village or group of huts enclosed by a 
palisade; a hut. 

kudos (ku'dos) [Gr.], n. Fame, credit, 
kultur (kul't6r) [G., culture], n. The 
German system of intellectual, moral, 
aesthetic, economic, and political progress, 
kummel (kim'61) [G.], n. A liqueur 

flavoured with caraway-seeds. 

L 

laager (la'ger) [S. Afr. Dut.], n. A defen¬ 
sive encampment, esp. formed with wagons, 
etc. v.t. To encamp, 
label (ia'b61) [O.F., a ribbon], n. A 
narrow strip of paper, etc., attached to 
an object to indicate contents, destination, 
ownership, etc. v.t. To affix a label to; 
(Jig.) to describe, to set down (as), 
labial (la'bi-al) [L. labium, , lip], a. Per¬ 
taining to the lips or lip-like organs; 
(Phon.) formed or modified in sound by the 
lips. n. A sound or letter representing 
a sound formed with the lips, 
laboratory (l&b'dr-a-tor-D [L. labbrare, to 
labour], n. A place in which scientific 
experiments are conducted; a manu¬ 
factory of chemical articles, etc. 
laborious (la-bor'i-us) [as foil.], a. Work¬ 
ing hard or perseveringly; industrious; 
betraying marks of labour, laboured; 
hard, fatiguing, laboriously, adv. 
labour (la'bor) [L. labor , whence laborare, 
F. labourer , to labour], n. Physical or 
mental exertion, esp. in obtaining the 
means of subsistence; a task, esp. one 
requiring great effort; travail, the pains 
of childbirth; (Polit. Econ.) the element 
contributed by toil to production, esp. in 
opp. to capital; (collect.) the labouring 
class, v.t. To toil, to exert oneself; to 
proceed with difficulty; to be burdened 
with difficulties; (Naut.) to move heavily 
and slowly, to pitch or roll; to be in travail 
or the pains of childbirth, labourer, n . 
One who performs work requiring manual 
labour but little skill. 

laburnum (la-bSr'mim) [L.], n. A tree 
with yellow flowers. 

labyrinth (lab'i-rinth) [Gr. laburinthos ], n. 

A maze, labyrinthine, a. 
lac (lak) [Hind, lakh], n. 100,000 (esp. of 
rupees). 

lace (las) [O.F. las], n. A cord used to 
bind or fasten, esp. by interweaving; 
ornamental network of threads forming 
a fabric of open texture; ornamental braid 
for uniforms, etc. v.t. To fasten with a 
lace through eyelet-holes, lace-pillow, 
n. A cushion on which various kinds 
of lace are made, lacing, n. A fastening 
by a cord passing through holes, etc. 
lacerate (las'er-at) [L. laceratus, torn], v.t. 
To tear, to mangle; (fig.) to rend, harrow. 
a. Torn, lacera'tion, n. 
lachrymal (lak'ri-mal) £L.Zacryn?a,tear],a. 
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Pertaining to tears; secreting or conveying 
tears (of glands, duets, etc.), lach'ryma- 
tory, a. lachrymose, a. 8hedding or 
ready to shed tears. 

lack (15k) [Teut.], n. Deficiency, want, 
need (of); that which Is needed, v.t. To 
be in need of, to be without; to feel the 
want of. v.i. To be deficient (in); to be 
wanting. 

lackadaisical (iak-4-da'zi-kal) [LACK-A- 
DAY, -10, -AL], o. Affectedly pensive, 

languishing, sentimental, 
lackey (15k'i) [F. laquais\ % n. A footman; 

(Jig.) a servile follower, 
laconic (lA-kon'ik) [Gr. LakOnikos , Spartan], 
a. Pertaining to Laconia or Sparta, or 
its inhabitants; hence brief, sententious, 
pithy, laconism, n. 

lacquer (lak'er) [as LAO], n. A shellac 
varnish coloured with gold, gamboge, etc.; 
woodwork coated with such a varnish, usu. 
decorated with inlaid figures, v.t. To 
cover with lacquer. 

lacrosse (la-kros') [F.], n. A ball-game 
resembling hockey, played with a crosse or 
stringed bat. 

lacteal (lak'tA-41) [L. lac , milk], a. Pertain¬ 
ing to milk; milky ; conveying chyle, n.pl. 
The vessels which convey chyle from the 
alimentary canal, lacteous, a. Milky, 
lactic, a. Pertaining to milk; contained 
in or derived from sour milk, 
lacuna (la-ku'na) [L.], n. (pi. -nae) 
A gap, an hiatus; a small pit or depression, 
lad (15d) [M.E. ladde ], n. A boy, a strip¬ 
ling; (colloq.) a fellow, laddie, n. 
ladder (15d-£r) [A.-S. hinder], n. A device 
of wood, iron, rope, etc., consisting of two 
long uprights, connected by cross-pieces 
forming steps by which one may ascend, 
lade (lad) [A.-S. hladan], v.t. (p.p. laden) 
To put a load or burden on; to put a 
cargo on board; to ship (goods) as cargo, 
ladle (ladl) [A.-S. hlcedel. as LA DR], n. A 
large spoon with which liquids are lifted. 
v.t. To serve out with a ladle, 
lady (la'di) [A.-S. hlwfdige ], n. A woman 
of good breeding or social standing; the 
mistress of a house; a title given to the 
wife of a knight or any superior to him in 
rank, and the daughter (or the wife of a 
son) of an earl, marquess, or duke. Our 
Lady: The Virgin Mary, lady-bird, n. 
A small red coleopterous insect with black 
spots, ladylike, a. ladyship, n. 
lag (lag) [?], a. Last; sluggish, tardy. 
v.i. To loiter, to fall behind, n. Retard¬ 
ation of movement; one who lags behind 
or comes last, laggard, a. Slow, 
sluggish, backward ; wanting in energy, n. 
A slow, sluggish fellow ; a loiterer, 
lager beer (la'-g6r-ber') [G. lager , a store], 
n. A light beer brewed Id Germany, 
lagoon (lA-goon') [F. lagune , L. Lacuna ], n. 
A shallow lake near a river or the sea; 
the water enclosed by a coral island, 
lair (lar) [A.-S. leger , a bed], n. The den 
of a wild beast. 

laird (lard) [Sc., lord], n. The owner of 
a landed estate; a landlord, squire. 


laity (15'i-ti) [A.-F. laiti, as LAY (2)], n. 
The people as distinct from the clergy, 
laymen. 

lake (1) (l&k) [O.F. lac , L. lacus], n. A 
large sheet of water entirely surrounded 
by land. 

lake (2) [LAO], n. A crimson pigment, 
lama (la'mA) [Tibetan], n. A Tibetan or 
Mongolian Buddhist priest, 
lamb (15m) [A.-S.], n. The young of the 
sheep; its flesh as food; (Jig.) one as 
innocent and gentle as a lamb; a member 
of a flock, v.i. To bring forth lambs, 
lambent (lSra'bfentl [L. lambens , licking], 
a. Touching sligntly without burning 
(as flame); softly radiant; playing about, 
lame (l&m) [A.-S. lama], a. Disabled in 
a limb, esp. the foot or leg; limping, 
halting; unsatisfactory; imperfect, v.t. 
To make lame; to cripple, lameness, n. 
lament (14-ment') [L. l&mentari ], v.i. To 
mourn, wail; to feel or express sorrow. 
v.t. To bewail, to mourn over; to deplore, 
n. Sorrow audibly expressed; an elegy, 
a dirge; a mournful song, lam'entable, 
a. To be lamented; mournful, unfortu¬ 
nate, deplorable, lamentation, n. la¬ 
mented, a. Mourned for; deceased, 
lamina (lim't-nA) £L.], n. (pi. -nae) A 
thin plate, layer, flake, stratum, etc. 
Lammas (lAm'As) [A.-S. hldfmcesse ], n. 
The 1st August, latter Lammas : A day 
that will never arrive, 
lamp (15mp) [Gr. lampein , to shine], n. A 
contrivance for the production of artificial 
light, esp. a vessel containing oil for 
combustion with a wick; (Jig.) any source 
of light or of spiritual light, lamp-post, 
n. A pillar supporting a street lamp, 
lampoon (lam-poon') [F.], n. A sarcastic 
personal satire, v.t. To write lampoons 
upon; to abuse with personal satire, 
lamprey (14m'pri) [L. lambere , to lick, 
petra , rock], n. An eel-like fish with a 
mouth used as a sucker, 
lance (Ians) [L. lanced], n. A long shaft 
with a sharp point, formerly the peculiar 
weapon of knights, now used by some 
regiments of cavalry; a similar weapon 
used for spearing fish, etc. v.t. To 
pierce with a lance; (Surg.) to open with 
a lancet, lancer, n. A cavalry soldier 
armed with a lance; (pi.) a square dance, 
lanceolate (lan's$-6-l4t) [dim. L. of lancea, 
La nob], a. Tapering to a point at each 
end. 

lancet (lan'sAt) [di m . 0 f & A noe], n. A 
surgical Instrument used in bleeding, 
cutting of abscesses, tumours, etc. 
land (land) [A.-8.], n. The solid portion 
of the earth, as dist. from the sea; the 
ground, soil, a tract of country; a country, 
a region; a nation; landed property, real 
estate, v.t. To set or place on shore; 
to bring to shore; to set down from a 
vehicle: to deal (a blow); to bring (fish) 
to land. v.i. To disembark; to find 
oneself in a certain position; to alight, 
land-breeze, ». A wind blowing sea¬ 
wards off the land, landlady, n. A 
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woman who keeps an inn or lodging-house; 
a woman who lets houses, etc. landlocked, 
p.p. Enclosed with land, landlord, n. 
One who has tenants holding under him; the 
master of an inn or of a lodging-house, 
land-lubber, n. A landsman, one unused 
to the sea or ships, landmark, n. 
Anything set up to mark the boundaries 
of land; an object on land serving as a 
guide for sailors, etc. landrail, n. The 
corn-crake, landslide, n. A landslip; 
a political debacle, landslip, n. The 
sliding down of a considerable portion of 
ground to a lower level; the ground thus 
slipping, landsman, n. One who lives 
on land; one unused to the sea and its 
ways. land-steward, n. One who 
manages a landed estate, land-surveyor, 
n. One who measures and draws plans of 
estates, etc. land-swell, n. The roll of 
the sea inshore, landed, a. Having an 
estate in land ; consisting of real estate, 
landing, n. The act of going or setting 
on land, esp. from a vessel; a pier, wharf; 
a level space at the top of a flight of stairs, 
landing-net, n. A net used to take 
fisb when hooked, landward, a. and adv. 
landau (lin'dd) [German town], n. A four- 
wheeled carriage with a folding top. 
landaulette, n. A motor-car with a 
hood, fixed in front, movable behind, 
landgrave (lAnd'grav) [G. landgraf ], n. 
A German title, orig. of a governor of a 
province, landgravine, n. The wife of 
a landgrave. 

landscape (l&nd'skftp) [Dut. landschap], 
n. A picture representing country scenery; 
a view of country scenery, 
lane (lftn) [A.-S.], n. A narrow road, esp. 

between hedges; a narrow street, 
langsyne (l&ng-sin') [Sc.l, adv. Long 
since, long ago. n. Time long ago. 
language (l&ng'gw&j) [F. langage, L. 
lingua , tongue], n. Human speech; the 
communication of ideas by words; the 
vocabulary peculiar to a nation, etc., or 
appropriate to a science, profession, etc.; 
the phrases, etc. peculiar to an individual; 
literary style; phraseology, wording, 
languid (ling'gwid) [as foil.], a. Faint, 
lacking energy; spiritless, listless, dull; 
sluggish, slow, languidly, adv. 
languish (lAng'gwish) [L. languore, rel. 
to laxus, LAX], v.i. To become feeble or 
sluggish; to lose energy or animation; to 
fade, grow slack; to droop, to pine (for); 
to put on a languid expression, to affect a 
tender, wistful, or sentimental air. lan- 
guisbment, n. 

languor (ling'gdr) [L. as prec.], n. Lan¬ 
guidness, lassitude, faintness, inertness; 
debility, nervous prostration; tenderness 
of mood or expresaion . oppressive stillness 
(of the air, etc.), languorous, a. 
lank (l&nk) [A.-8. A/Ancl, o. Lean, long 
and straight (of the hair), lanky, a. 
lanolin (Un'6-lin) [L. Ulna, wool], n. An 
unctuous substance extracted from wool, 
lantern (lAn't&m) [L. lantema ], n. A case 
with transparent panes for holding and 


protecting a light; the lighthouse chamber 
containing the light, lantern-jawed, a. 
Having a long, thin face, 
lanyard (lAn'yArd) [F. lanitre 1, n. (Naut.) 

A short line for seizing or lashing, 
lap (1) (l&p) [A.-S. Icrppa ], n. A loose 
hanging part of a garment, esp. that part 
which hangs over the knees when a person 
sits down : the part of the person from the 
waist to the knees in sitting, 
lap (2) [?], v.t. To wrap, to roll (round, 
about, etc.); to fold, bend over; to 
enwrap, surround, involve; to cause to 
overlap; to bind. n. That part of any¬ 
thing that extends over something else; 
one round of a race-course, 
lap (3) (l&p) [A.-S. lapian], v.i. To drink 
by lifting with the tougue; (Jig.) to beat 
(as waves on the shore) with a sound as 
of lapping, v.t. To lick or take up with 
the tongue; to drink or consume by 
lapping, n. The act of lapping; a lick, 
lapel (l&p'Al) [LAP (1), -EL], n. That part 
of a garment made to lap over, esp. the 
fold on the front of a coat below the 
collar. 

lapidary (lip'i-dAr-i) [L. lapiddrius , from 
lapis, stone], n. One who cuts, polishes, 
engraves, or deals in gems; a connoisseur 
of gems. 

lapis lazuli (l&p'is-15z'u-ll) [L. lapis, stone, 
lazulum, azure], n. A rich blue silicate 
containing lime, and soda, 
lapse (lips) [L. laps&re , freq. of labl, to 
glide], v.i. To pass insensibly or by 
degrees; to fall into disuse; to make a 
slip, to fail in duty; to pass from one 
proprietor to another by omission, negli¬ 
gence, etc.; to become void. n. The 
act of lapsing, gliding, slipping, or gradually 
falling (away, from, etc.); the impercep¬ 
tible passage of time; a slip, an error, a 
fault, deviation from what is right; a 
falling into disuse, neglect, decay, or ruin, 
lapwing [A.-8. hliapewince ], n. A bird of 
the plover family, the peewit, 
larboard (lar'bord, -b6rd) [M.E. ladeborde ], 
n. The left side of a vessel to a person 
facing the bow; port, 
larceny (lar's6-ni) [A.-F. larcin, L. latrd- 
cinium (latro, a robber)], n. The unlawful 
taking away of another’s personal goods, 
theft. 

larch (larch) [L. larix ], n. A coniferous 
tree having deciduous bright-green foliage, 
and tough, durable timber, 
lard (lard) [L. lardurn ], n. The fat of hogs 
melted and separated from the flesh, v.t. 
To fatten; to smear with lard; to insert ^ 
strips of bacon in before roasting; (Jig.) m 
to intermix (writing, talk), with foreign 
phrases, flowers of speech, etc. 
larder (lar'der) [as prec.], n. A room 
where meat and other provisions are kept, 
large (larj) [L. largus ], a. Great in size, 
number, quantity, extent, or capacity; 
big, bulky; extensive; ample, copious; 
liberal, lavish; wide in range, compre¬ 
hensive. at large; At liberty, free; 
freely; with ample detail, large-hea rted, 




largess 


236 


laud 


a. Having a liberal heart or disposition, 
largely, adv. To a large extent, 
largess (lar'jes) [F. largesse, as prec.], n. A 
present, a generous bounty; liberality, 
largo (lar'go) [It.], adv. ( Mus .) Slowly, 
broadly, in an ample, dignified style, 
lariat (l&r'i-at) [Sp. la reata, the rope], n. 

A rope for picketing horses in camp, 
lark (1) (lark) [A. S. laferce ], n. A small 
British song-bird, the skylark, larkspur, 
n. A plant with spur-shaped calyx, 
lark (2) [?], n. A prank, a frolic, v.i. To 
sport, to frolic, larky, a. 
larrikin (lar'i-kin) [Austral.], n. A 
row dy young hooligan, 
larva (lar'va) [L., a ghost, mask], n. (pi. 
-vae) The first condition of an insect on 
its issuing from the egg, a caterpillar, 
maggot, larval, a. 

larynx (l&r'inks) [Gr. larunx], n. (pi. 
-ynges) The vocal organ, consisting 
of the upper part of the windpipe, con¬ 
taining the vocal cords, laryn'geal, 
laryn'gic, o. Pertaining to the larynx, 
laryngitis (-ji'tis), n. Inflammation of 
the larynx. 

lascar (las'k&r, las-kar') [? Pers. lashkarl, 
a soldier], n. An East Indian sailor 
employed on European vessels, 
lascivious (14-siv'i-us) [L. lascivus , lust¬ 
ful], a. Lewd, wanton, lustful; exciting 
lust. 

lash (l&sh) [?], n. The flexible part of a 
whip; a scourge; a stroke with a whip; 
flogging; an eyelash; sarcasm, satire, 
vituperation. v.t. To flog with anything 
pliant and tough; to whip; to drive with 
a whip; to dash against; to bind with a 
rope or cord; to assail fiercely with satire. 
v.i. To use a whip; to strike, fling, or 
kick violently (at, out, etc.); to fling out 
sarcasm, lashing, n. A rope by which 
anything is secured; a flogging, 
lass (14s) [M.E. lasce ], n. A young woman, 
a girl; a sweetheart, lassie, n. 
lassitude (las'i-tud) [L. lassus, weary], n. 

Weariness, lack of energy ; languor, 
lasso (lSs'o) [O.Sp. Zaso], n. A leather 
rope with a running noose, used for 
catching cattle, etc. v.t. To catch with 
a lasso. 

last (1) (last) [A.-S. latost, latest, superl. of 
lett, late], a. Coming after all others or 
at the end; closing, final; pertaining to 
the end; conclusive, definitive; utmost, 
lowest, meanest; only remaining; next 
before the present, most recent, n. The 
end; the last moment, hour, day, etc.; 
death; (ellipt.) the last thing done, 
mentioned, etc. adv. On or for the Last 
time or occasion; after all others, v.i. 
To continue in existence; to hold out, to 
continue unexhausted or unimpaired, to 
endure, lasting, a. Continuing; endur¬ 
ing, permanent, durable. lastly, ad®. At 
last; finally. 

last (2) [A.-S. last , foot-track], n. A 
shaped block on whicn boots and shoes 
are fashioned. 

latch (l&cli) [A.-S. Iceccan , to catch], n. 


A fastening for a door, gate, etc. v.t. 
To fasten with a latch, 
latchet (14ch'6t) [LACE, -ET], n. A string 
for a shoe or sandal. 

late (141) [A.-S. Icet ], a. Coming after the 
usual time; slow, backward, long delayed; 
far on towards the close; far on in any 
period or in development; far advanced; 
existing previously but not now; deceased ; 
lately or recently alive, in office, etc.; 
recent in date. adv. After the proper or 
usual time; at or till a late hour, season, 
lateen (la-tSn') [p. latine, Latin], n. A 
triangular sail used in the Mediterranean, 
latent (la'tdnt) [L. latens, lying hid], a. 
Lying hid or concealed; not apparent; 
dormant, not active, potential, latency, n. 
lateral (lat'6r-41) [L. latus , side], a. Per¬ 
taining to, at, from, or towards the side, 
lath (lath) [A.-S. lath], n. A thin strip 
of wood, such as is nailed to rafters to 
support tiles, or plastering, v.t. To 
cover or line with laths, lathing, n. 
lathe (lazA) [?], n. A machine for turning 
and polishing wood, ivory, metal, etc. 
lather (la*Zi'6r) [A.-S. iSaihor], n. Froth 
or foam made by soap moistened with 
water, or caused* by profuse sweating. 
v.i. To form a lather; to become covered 
with lather (of a horse), v.t. To cover 
with lather. 

Latin (l&t'in) [L. Latlnus, from Latium ], a. 
Pertaining to ancient Latium or ancient 
Rome, the inhabitants, or their language, 
or to any of the derived languages, n. 
The Latin language. Latinism, n. Latin¬ 
ist, n. latin'ity, n. Quality of Latin 
style, idiom, or scholarship, 
latitude (l&t'i-tud) [L. latitudo, from Idlas, 
broad], n. Breadth; extent, compre¬ 
hensiveness; looseness of application or 
meaning; laxity, freedom from rule or 
restraint; extent of deviation from a 
standard; angular distance on a meridian, 
angular distance of a place north or south 
of the equator; (pi.) regions, climates, 
latitudinar'ian, n. One who does not 
attach great importance to dogmas, o. 
Wide in range or scope; free from pre¬ 
judice, attaching little importance to 
speculative opinions; lax. latitudinar- 
ianism, n. 

-latry [Gr. - latreia, worship (-later, Gr. 
-latres, worshipper)], comb - form. As in 
bibliolatry, idolatry. 

latten (14t'6n) [O.F. laton], n. A finer kind 
of brass. 

latter (14t'6r) [A.-S. Icetra, compar. of Icet, 
LATE], a. Coming or happening after 
something else; last-mentioned; modern, 
present; lately done; second-mentioned; 
pertaining to the end of a period, life, the 
world, etc. latter-day : Modern, 
lattice (lat'is) [O.F. lattis, from latte, lath], 
n. A structure of laths or strips of metal 
crossing and forming open work, lattice- 
window, n. A window consisting of small 
(usu. diamond-shaped) panes set in strips of 
lead. 

laud (lawd) [L. lavddre , to praise], vJ. To 
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praise, celebrate, extol, n. Praise; 
thankful adoration; a song of praise; 
(pi.) the psalms immediately following 
matins, laudable, o. Praiseworthy, 
commendable, lauda'tion, n. Praise, 
laudanum (law'dA-num) [?], n. Opium 
prepared in alcohol, tincture of opium, 
laugh (laf) [A.-S. hlehhan ], v.i. To express 
amusement, scorn, or exultation by 
inarticulate sounds and convulsive move¬ 
ments of the face, etc.; to deride, scoff (at); 
to be or appear gay or sportive, v.t. To 
express by laughing; to utter with 
laughter; to move or affect by laughter, 
n. The action or manner of laughing; an 
explosion of laughter, laughable, a. 
Exciting laughter; comical, ridiculous, 
laughing gas, n. Nitrous oxide, used as 
an anaesthetic, laughing-stock, n. An 
object of ridicule; a butt, laughter, n. 
launch (1) (lawnch, lanch) [O.P. lander , to 
lance], r.t. To throw, to hurl; to cause 
(a vessel) to glide into the water; to start 
or set (a person, etc.) going; to fulminate, 
r.t. To be launched (of a ship); to put 
to sea; to enter on a new sphere; to 
expatiate, n. The act of launching a 
ship. 

launch (2) (lawnch, lanch) [Sp. and Port. 
lancha], n. The largest boat belonging to 
a man-of-war; a pleasure-boat, 
laundress (lawn'dr£s) [L. lavanda , things 
to be washed], n. A washerwoman; a 
woman who looks after chambers in the 
Inns of Court, launder, r.t. To wash 
and get up (linen), laundry (lawn'dri), 
n. A place where clothes are washed, 
laureate (law'rAAt) [L. laurea , a laurel- 
wreath], o. Crowned with laurel; eminent, 
distinguished, esp. as a poet; a Poet 
Laureate, laureateshlp, n. 
laurel (lor'M) [P. laurier , L. laurus ], n. A 
glossy-leaved evergreen shrub; its foliage, 
laurelled, o. Crowned with laurel, 
lava (la'vA) [It., as lave], n. Molten 
matter flowing in streams from volcanic 
vents, or solidified by cooling, 
lavatory (lSv'a-t6r-i) [L. lavdtdrium, as 
foil.], n. A place for washing, 
lave (lav) [A.-8. lafian , P. laver, L. lavdre\, 
r.t. To wash or flow against, 
lavender (15v'6n-d6r) [A.-P. lavendre ], n. 
A sweet-scented flowering shrub, culti¬ 
vated for its oil which is used in perfumery; 
the colour of the flowers, a pale lilac, 
laver (la'vSr) [as lavatory], n. A 
brazen vessel for the Jewish priests to 
wash in when they offered sacrifices, 
lavish (l&v'ish) [O.P. lavache , a deluge of 
words, as lave], a. Spending or giving 
with profusion; prodigal, unrestrained; 
existing or produced in profusion, v.t. 
To expend or bestow profusely, 
law (law) [A.-S. lagu], n. A rule imposed 
by authority or accepted as binding; a 
system of such rules, its controlling 
influence, the condition of order and 
stability it secures; the practical applica¬ 
tion of these rules, esp. by litigation, 
judicial process, etc; jurisprudence; legal 


knowledge; the legal profession; rules 
governing a profession, art, association, 
sport, etc.; a start or time allowance 
in a hunt or race, lawgiver, n. One who 
makes or enacts laws, a legislator, law- 
lord, n. A member of the House of 
Lords qualified to deal with the judicial 
business of the House, lawsuit, n. An 
action in a court of law. lawful, o. Con¬ 
formable to or allowed by law; legitimate, 
lawfulness, n. lawless, a. Regardless 
of or unrestrained by the law, unbridled, 
illegal, lawlessness, n. 
lawn (1) (lawn) [O.P. launde , from Celt.], 
n. A grassy space kept smooth and closely 
mown, lawn-tennis, n. A game re¬ 
sembling tennis, played on a lawn, 
lawn (2) [Laon, a French town], n. A 
cotton or linen fabric, finer than cambric, 
lawyer (law'yer) [LAW, -yer], n. One who 
practises law, esp. a solicitor, 
lax (lfiks) [L. laxus ], a. Loose, not tight, 
firm, or compact; not exact, not strict; 
negligent, careless; vague; relaxed in 
the bowels, laxative, o. Opening or 
loosening the bowels, n. A medicine to 
assist this, laxity, n. 
lay (1) (la) [A.-S. lecgan ], v.t. (past and p.p. 
laid) To place in a prostrate or recumbent 
position; to drop (as eggs); to put down, 
to deposit; to wager; to dispose regularly, 
put in proper position; to spread; to 
prostrate; to overthrow; to cause to 
settle (as dust); to cause to be still, to 
calm; to exorcize; to bring into a certain 
state or position; to present; to impose, 
enjoin, inflict; to bring down (blows, etc., 
on); to plan, prepare; (Mil.) to point 
(a gun); (Lit.) to locate (a story, etc.), 
r.t. To deposit eggs; to wager, n. The 
direction or position in which something 
is situated; the direction the strands of 
a rope are twisted; (slang) occupation, 
job. laying, n. 

lay (2) [Or. laikos , from laos, the people], a. 
Pertaining to the pcop** as distinct from 
the clergy; non-professional, esp. with 
reference to lawyers and doctors, lay 
brother or sister: A monk or nun 
engaged in manual labour and exempt from 
other duties, layman, n. One of the 
people, as distinguished from the clergy, 
lay (3) [O.F. tot], n. A lyric; a short 
narrative poem for singing or recitation, 
layer (la'Ar) [lay (1), -HR], n. One who 
or that which lays; a thickness of anything 
spread out (usu. one of several), a stratum; 
a shoot laid partly beneath the surface so 
that it may take root. 

layette (la-et') [F.], n. The outfit for a 

baby. 

lay figure (la'flg'fir) [toy, from Dut. 
leernan , joint-man (lid, joint)], n. A 
jointed figure cf the human body used 
by artists for hanging drapery on, etc. 
lazar (l&z'ar) [Lazarus (Luke xvi. 20)], n. 

A leper, lazar-house, n. A lazaretto, 
lazaretto (l&z-A-ret'o) [It. as prec.], n. A 
hospital; a place of quarantine, 
lazy (la'zi) [?], a. Idle, disinclined for 
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work or exertion; disposing to sloth, 
lazy-bones, n. A lazy fellow, an idler, 
laziness, n. 

-le, suf. Forming diminutives of nouns, 
as bramble, kiltie \ frequentatives or 
diminutives of verbs, as crumple , dwindle, 
nestle, nibble , waddle ; nouns denoting an 
instrument or agent, as beadle, girdle, 
needle', adjectives, as brittle, idle. 

lea (16) [A.-S.], n. A meadow; grass¬ 
land; land left untilled, fallow land. 

lead (1) (led) [A.-S. lead,'], n. A soft 
malleable and ductile, bluish-grey, heavy 
metal; a thin plate of type-metal used 
to separate lines In printing; blacklead 
used in lead-pencils; (pi.) strips of lead 
used for covering a roof, a roof covered 
with lead; a plummet, v.t. To cover, fasten, 
weight, frame, or fit with lead; (Print.) 
to space out by inserting leads, lead- 
pencil, n. A pencil consisting of a slip 
of graphite enclosed in wood, leadsman, 
n. (Naut.) The sailor who heaves the 
lead in sounding, leaden, a. Made of 
lead; slow, indisposed to action. 

lead (2) (led) [A.-S. Icedan j, v.t. (past and 
p.p. led) To conduct, to guide; to direct 
the movements of. to be in command of; 
to take the first place among; to indicate, 
esp. by going in advance, to pass or spend 
(time, etc.); to begin a round at cards 
with. v.i. To act as conductor or 
guide; to go in advance; to be the 
commander or head In any undertaking; 
(Cards) to be the first player, to play in a 
specified way; to go towards, to extend; 
to tend (to) as a result, n. Guidance, 
direction, esp. by going in front; the first 
place, command, leadership; an example, 
a mill-race; a cord, strap, or chain for 
leading a dog. (Cards) the first play or the 
right to this, leader, n. One who or 
that which leads; a guide, conductor; a 
commander, a chief editorial article in a 
newspaper, leading, a. leading-strings, 
n.pl. String? by which children were for¬ 
merly supported when learning to walk; 
unnecessary or unwanted control, leader¬ 
ship, n. 

leaf (lef) [A.-S. leaf], n. (pi. leaves > One 
of the expanded (usually lateral) organs 
of plants; anything resembling this; a 
sheet of paper comprising two pages; a 
thin sheet of metal, a hinged member of a 
table, door, shutter, etc. leaf-mould, n. 
Decayed leaves reduced to mould and used 
as compost, leafless, a. leaflet, n. A 
one-page handbill, circular, etc. 

league (1) (leg) [L. ligare , to tie], n. A 
union for mutual help, protection, or 
pursuit of common interests; a treaty of 
alliance, v.i. To join in a league, to 
confederate. 

league (2) [?], n. A measure of length 
(in Eng. 3 miles). 

leak (lek) [Teut.], v.i. To let water, etc. 
in or out through a hole; to ooze through 
a hole or fissure, n. A hole which admits 
water, etc.; the oozing of water or other 
fluid through a crevice, leakage, n. 


leal (lei) [A.-F., as LOYAL], a. Loyal, true, 
lean (1) (16n) [A.-S. hlinian ], v.i. (past 
and p.p. leaned or leant, lent) To incline, 
slope, slant; to incline one’s body so as 
to rest (against or upon); (Jig.) to depend 
(upon) as for support; to have a tendency 
(towards), v.t. To cause to incline; to 
support, to rest (upon or against), lean¬ 
ing, n. Inclination, partiality, propensity 
(towards or to). 

lean (2) [A.-S. hlcene ], a. Thin, lank; con¬ 
sisting of muscular tissue (of meat); (Jig.) 
meagre, poor; sterile; unprofitable, n. 
Meat that consists of muscular tissue 
without fat. leanly, adv. leanness, n. 
leap (16p) [A.-S. hleapan ], v.i. (past and 
p.p. leapt, lept, leaped) To jump, to 
spring, to rush, to dart; to pass over an 
interval, v.t. To jump or spring over or 
across; to cause to jump. n. Act of 
leaping; a jump, a bound; the space 
passed over by leaping; a sudden transi¬ 
tion. leap-frog, n. A game hi which 
one stoops down and another vaults over 
him - leap year : An intercalary year 
of 366 days, adding one day to February 
(every year the autnber of which is a 
multiple of four, except those divisible by 
100 and not by 400). 

learn (lern) [A.-S. leornian ], v.t. (past and 
p.p. learnt, learned (1), ISrud) To 
acquire knowledge of or 6kill in by 6tudy, 
etc.; to fix in the memory; to ascertain, 
v.t. To acquire knowledge; to receive 
instruction, learned (2) (lfir'aed), a. 
Having acquired learning; skilful (in); 
erudite; scholarly, learnedly, adv. 
learner, n. learning, a. Act of learning; 
knowledge (esp. of literature, philology, 
and history); erudition, 
lease (les) [A.-F. lesser, as LAX], v.t. To 
grant or to hold (land or tenements) on 
lease, n. A letting of lands, etc., for a 
specified period; the contract for or the 
term of such letting, leasehold, n. 
Tenure by lease; property held by lease. 
a. Held thus, leaseholder, n. 
leash (16sh) [O.F. lesse, as LAX], n. A 
thong for a hound or hawk; (Sport) a 
brace and a half, three, 
least (16st) [A.-S. last, superl. of las, 
LESS], o. Smallest (in size, amount, 
degree, quantity, value, importance, etc.). 
adv. In the smallest or slightest degree, 
n. The smallest amount, degree, etc. 
leather (leth'to) [A.-S. lether], n. The 
tanned skin of an animal; dressed hides 
collectively; an article made of leather, 
leathern, a. leathery, a. 
leave (1) (16v) [A.-S. leaf], n. Liberty; 
permission to be absent; the period of 
this; act of departing, a farewell, an adieu, 
leave-taking, n. A parting; a farewell, 
leave (2) [A.-S lafan], v.t. (pastand p.p. 
left To allow to remain; to bequeath; 
to refrain from removing, consuming, etc.; 
to depart from, to quit; to forsake, 
abandon; to desist from, to cease; to 
commit, refer for consideration, approval, 
etc. v.i. To depart; to discontinue. 
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leaving, n. Act of departing; (pi.) 
residue, refuse. 

leaven (levn) [F. levain], n. Fermenting 
dough; any substance ased to cause 
fermentation , (Jig.) an influence tending 
to cause a general change, v.t. To raise 
and make light with leaven; (Jig.) to 
imbue, to taint. 

lecher (lech'6r) [O.F. lecheor ], n. One 
addicted to lewdness, lecherous, a. 
lechery, n. 

lectern (lek'tem) [O.F. letrun , from L. 
lecl-, p.p. stem of legere , to read], n. A 
reading-desk, esp. in churches, 
lecture (lek'chur) [a9 LECTERN], n. A 
formal discourse on a subject before an 
audience or class; a reproof, v.i. To 
deliver a lecture or give instruction by 
means of lectures, v.t. To instruct by 
lectures; to reprimand, lecturer, n. 
lectureship, n. 

ledge (lej) [?], ». a shelf; a shelf-like 
ridge; ( Mining ) a metal-bearing stratum, 
ledger (lej'er) [?], n. The principal book 
in a set of account-books, showing all the 
debits and credits. 

lee (le) [A.-S. hlio, shelter], n. The 
quarter opposite to that against which the 
wind blows, the sheltered side; shelter. 
a. Pertaining to the side away from the 
wind, lee-way, n. The drift of a vessel 
to leeward of her course; (Jg.) arrears; 
lost time. 

leech (lech) [A.-S. laece , rel. to Ulcnian , to 
heal], n. Ad aquatic invertebrate animal, 
largely employed for the local extraction 
of blood; *a physician, 
leek (lek) [A.-S leac ], n. A culinary 
vegetable allied to the onion, 
leer (ler) [A.-S. hleor, the cheek], n. A sly 
or arch look; a look expressive of malice, 
amorousness, or triumph, v.i. To look 
with a leer. 

lees (lez) [O.F. lie], n.pl. Dregs, 
leeward (loo'&rd) [LEE, -ward], a. Per¬ 
taining to the part away from that against 
which the wind blows, adv. Towards 
the lee side. n. The lee side or direction, 
left (left) [A.-S. left , lyft , weak, worth¬ 
less], a. Pertaining to the side that is 
east when one faces south, opp. to right. 
adv. On or towards the left. n. The 
side opposite to the right; the opposition 
(sitting on the left of the president in a 
legislative assembly), the advanced or 
radical party, left-handed, a. Using 
the left hand more readily than the right; 
delivered with the left hand (of a blow); 
(Jig.) awkward, clumsy; insincere; equi¬ 
vocal; morganatic (of marriages), 
leg (leg) [Icel. leggr ], n. A limb to walk 
with, esp. the part from the knee to the 
ankle; the part of a garment that covers 
the leg; anything resembling or used as 
a leg, as a support to a table, bedstead, 
chair, etc., a limb of a pair of dividers, etc. 
leg-bail, n. Escape from custody, 
legacy (leg'a-si) [O.F. legacie , as LEGATE], n. 
A bequest; anything handed on by a 
predecessor. 


legal (le'gal) [F. legal , L. lex legis , law], a. 
Pertaining or according to law; lawful; 
appointed by or concerned with the law*, 
legalist, n. legal ity, n. legalize, v.t. 
legate (leg'at) [O.F. legat, L. legdtus , 
appointed], n An ambassador from the 
Pope. 

legatee (leg-A-t8 ) [as prec.], n. One to 
whom a legacy is bequeathed, 
legation (le-ga'shim ) [as legate], n. A 
diplomatic representative and his suite; 
his official residence. 

legato (16-ga'to) [It., bound], adv. ( Mus .) 
In an even gliding manner without a 
break. 

legend (le)'end) [L. legenda, that which is to 
be read], n. A traditional story, esp. 
popularly accepted as true; a myth, a 
fable; non-historical story-telling or 
literature, an inscription on a coat of 
arms, coin, etc. legendary, a. 
legerdemain (lej-Cr-de-man') [F. light of 
hand], n. Sleight of hand, 
legging (I eg'lug) [LEG, -ING], n. A cover¬ 
ing of leather, canvas, etc., for the leg. 
legible (lej'ihl) [L. legibilis ( legere t to read)], 
o. That may be read, easily decipher¬ 
able. legibility, n. legibly, adv. 
legion (le'jdn) [L. legio], n. A division of 
the ancient Roman army (3,000 to 6,000 
men), a military force; (fig.) a host, 
multitude, legionary, a. 
legislate (lej'is-iat) [L. lex. legis , law], t\t. 
To enact a law or laws, legislation, n. 
The act of making laws, legislative, a. 
Enacting laws, having power to legislate; 
pertaining to legislation, n. The legisla¬ 
tive power or function, legislator, n. 
legitimate (te-jitl-mat) [as prec.], a. 
Lawful, properly authorized; born in 
wedlock, legally descended; regular, 
natural; conformable to accepted usage; 
following by logical sequence, v.t. (-mat) 
To make lawful; to render legitimate; 
to justify, to serve as justification for. 
legitimacy, n. legitimately, adv. legi¬ 
timatize, legitimize, v.t. To render 
legitimate. 

leguminous, a. Pertaining to the order 
of peas, beans, pulse, etc. 
leisure (lezb'ur) [O.F. leisir, L. licere , to be 
allowed], n. Freedom from business, etc.; 
time at one’s disposal; opportunity, con¬ 
venience. a. Unoccupied, free, leisured, 
o. leisurely, a. and adv. 
lemming (lem'ing) [Norw.], n. A small 
migratory rodent allied to the rat. 
lemon (iem'dn) [F. limon. Oriental in 
orig.], n. An acid orange-like fruit; the 
tree bearing this. 

lemur (lg'milr, lem'ilr) [L. a ghost], n. A 
genus of nocturnal animals allied to the 
monkeys. 

lend (lend) [A.-S. Icenan], v.t. ( past and p.p. 
lent) To grant for temporary use; to let 
out (money) at interest, lender, n. 
length (length) [A.-S. lengthu ], n. 
Measure from end to end, as dist. from 
breadth or thickness; a definite portion 
of the linear extent of anything; state of 
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being long; extent of time, duration; the 
distance anything extends; the quantity 
of a vowel or syllable, lengthen, v.t. 
To make long or longer; to extend; to 
protract; v.i. To grow longer, length¬ 
ways, adv. lengthwise, adv. and a. 
lengthy, a. Long and tedious; prolix, 
lenient (le'ni-6nt) [L. Igniens , soothing], a. 

Mild, gentle; clement, leniency, n. 
lens (lenz) [L. seed of lentil], ». {pi. 
lenses) A piece of a transparent substance 
(or combination of such), so curved as to 
diminish or increase the apparent size of 
objects viewed through it; the crystalline 
body through which rays are focused on 
the retina. 

Lent (lent) [A.-S. lencten , spring], n. A 
fast of forty days, from Ash Wednesday 
to Easter Eve; a season of penitence and 
fasting, lenten, a. Pertaining to Lent; 
sparing, meagre. 

-lent, suf. Pull, as in corpulent, opulent. 
lentil (len'til) [as lens], n. A small 
branching leguminous plant; {pi.) the 
seeds of this plant used for food, 
lento (len'td) [It.], adv. (Alus.) Slowly, 
leonine (le'6-nin) [L. leo.], a. Pertaining 
to or like a lion. 

leopard (lep'ard). [Gr. leopardos (LION, 
PARD)], ». A large, fierce mammal of the 
cat tribe, with a spotted coat, 
leper (lep'6r) [Gr. lepos, scale], n. One 
affected with leprosy. 

leprosy (lep'r6-si) [as LEPER], n. A chronic 
disease, usually characterized by shining 
tubercles, thickening of the skin, loss of 
feeling, and ulceration and decay of 
parts, leprous, a. 

lesion (le'zhun) [F. lision, from L. Icedere , 
to injure], n. A hurt, injury; morbid 
change in a tissue, etc. 
less (les) [A.-S.], a. Smaller (in size, 
extent, number, amount, degree, import¬ 
ance, rank, etc.), prep. Minus, with 
deduction of. adv. In a smaller or 
lower degree; not so much. n. A smaller 
quantity, etc.; the smaller, the junior 
etc., of things compared, conj. Unless, 
-less [A.-S. leas , loose, free from], suf. 
Devoid of, free from; as In fearless, godless, 
tireless. 

lessee (16-se') [A.-F., LEASE], n. One to 
whom a lease is granted, lesseeship, n. 
lessen (les'6n) [LESS, -EN], v.t. To make 
less or diminish in size, number, etc.; 
to reduce, depreciate, degrade, v.i. To 
become less in size, extent, degree, etc.; 
to decrease, shrink, lesser, a. Less, 
smaller; inferior. 

lesson (les'on) [O.F. lecon , as lecture], n, 
An exercise done, or portion learnt, read 
or recited by a pupil to a teacher; instruc¬ 
tion given to a pupil at one time; {pi.) 
a course of instruction; a portion of 
Scripture read during divine service, v.t. 
To teach ; to discipline; to admonish, 
lessor (les'or) [as LEASE], ». One who 
grants a lease. 

lest (lest) [A.-S. Ices], conj . For fear that; 
in order that not. 


let (1) (let) [A.-S. Idetan ], v.t. To permit, to 
allow; to give leave to; to lease; to give 
out on contract, v.i. To be let or leased, 
n. A letting. 

let (2) [A.-S. lettan ], *e.f. To hinder, 
impede, prevent, n. *A hindrance, 
obstacle; ( Rackets, etc.) a stoppage 

requiring the ball to be served again. 

-let, suf. Diminutive, as in bracelet, cutlet. 
lethal (l§'thal) [L. lithdlis, from litum , 
death], a. Deadly, fatal, 
lethargy (leth'ar-ji) [Gr. Uthargos, for¬ 
getting], n. Morbid drowsiness ; a state 
of torpor, apathy, or inactivity lethar'- 
gic, -al, a. 

letter (let'6r) [L. littera ], n. A mark 
representing a sound in speech; one of 
the characters in the alphabet; a written 
message; the precise meaning of a term, 
etc., dist. from the spirit; {pi.) litera¬ 
ture, literary culture; learning, v.t. To 
impress or stamp with letters, letter- 
book, n. A book in which copies of 
letters are kept, letter-card, n. A 
folded card with gummed edges for sending 
by post as a letter, letter-perfect, a. 
Having learnt one’s part thoroughly (of 
actors), letterpress, n. Printed matter 
other than illustrations, lettered, a. 
Marked with letters; learned; pertaining 
to or suited for literature or learning, 
lettering, n. 

lettuce (let'is) [M.E. letuce ], n. A crisp¬ 
leaved garden plant used in salads. 
Levant (lAv&nt') [F., from It. levante, L. 
levantern, nom. -vans, pres. p. of lev&re, 
to raise], n. The eastern coasts of the 
Mediterranean, v.i. To abscond, to run 
away, esp. with gambling liabilities 
undischarged. Levantine, a. 
levee (lev'i) [F. levt or lever, rising, as prec.], 
n. A morning reception held by a 
sovereign or prince, or his representative, 
level (levl) [L. llbella, dim. of libra , a level], 
n. A horizontal line or plane; an instru¬ 
ment for determining whether a surface, 
etc., is horizontal; the altitude of a point 
or surface; level country; (Jig.) the stan¬ 
dard in a community as regards morality, 
culture, etc.; ( Mining ) a horizontal 
passage, a. Horizontal, even, flat; equal 
in rank or degree; (fig.) equable, well- 
balanced. v.t. To make horizontal; to 
bring to the same level; to make smooth or 
even; to point (a gun) in taking aim; to 
aim, to direct (an attack, satire, etc.); to 
raze, make level (with the ground), to 
knock down; to bring to an equality, 
level-headed, a. Sensible, shrewd, 
common-sense, leveller, n. One who 
or that which levels; one who wishes to 
destroy all social distinctions, 
lever (16'vCr) [O.F. leveor (lever, to raise)], 
n. A rigid bar having a fixed point 
(fulcrum), used to overcome resistance 
(or weight) at some part of the bar by 
means of a force (or power) applied at 
another part; a part of a machine acting 
on the same principle; a watch in which 
two levers connect the pallet and balance, 
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(Jig.) anything that brings power or 
influence to bear. v.t. To move or lift 
with or as with a lever, leverage, n. 
leveret (lev'Ar-At) [O.P. levrete], n. A hare 
in its first year. 

leviathan (16-vTA-thAn) [Heb. livy&thfLn], n. 

A huge aquatic monster; a huge ship. 
Levite (le'vit) [Heb. Li rl, son of Jacob], n. 
One of the tribe of Levi, esp. as assistants 
to the priests; {Jig.) a priest. Levit'ical, 
a. Pertaining to the Levitea or to the 
book of Leviticus. 

levity (lev'i-ti) [L. levu, light], n. Light¬ 
ness of disposition, conduct, or manner; 
want of seriousness, frivolity, 
levy (lev^'ij [P. levie, L. lev&re , to raise], n. 
Act of raising or collecting for public 
service; that which is so raised; troops 
called out for military service. v.t. To 
raise, to collect together (as an army); 
to impose and collect (as a tax). levi¬ 
able, a. 

lewd (lfid) [A.-8. lauede , belonging to the 
laity], a. Unchaste, indecent; depraved, 
lexicon (lek'si-kbn) [Gr. lexikot, pertaining 
to words], n. A dictionary, 
liable (ll'Abl) [?1, a. Bound In law or 
equity; responsible (for); subject (to); 
exposed (to); tending, apt, or likely (to), 
liability, n. State of being liable; that 
for which one is liable; {pi.) debts, 
liaison (li-ft'zdn) [F., from L. lig&tiOnem , 
nom. -tio, from lig&re, to bind], n. An 
illicit intimacy between a man and 
woman; (Phon.) the carrying on of the 
sound of a final consonant to a succeeding 
word beginning with a vowel or h mute, 
liaison-officer, n. One who correlates 
the movements of troops under different 
commands. 

liar (li'Ar) [LIB (1 )], n. One who knowingly 
utters falsehoods; one addicted to lying, 
libation (li-bft'shtm) [L. lUbdre, to pour 
out], n. A sacrifice, by a drink-offering or 
by pouring oil or wine on the ground, 
libel (ll'b61) [L. libellus , a little book], n. 
A defamatory publication containing 
malicious statements tending to bring any 
person into ridicule or disrepute; a lam¬ 
poon, satire, v.t. To publish a libel 
upon; to defame or lampoon, libellous, 
a. 

liberal (lib'6r-Al) [L. liber , free], a. Gener¬ 
ous, open-handed; ample, abundant; 
open, candid; not too strict, narrow, or 
literal; broad-minded; favourable to 
freedom and democratic government; 
not technical, tending to free mental 
development (of education). ». One 
who advocates progress and reform, 
liberalism, n. liberal ity, n. The 
quality of being liberal; bounty, munifi¬ 
cence; largeness of views, catholicity; 
freedom from prejudice. liberally, adv. 
liberate (lib'Ar-ftt) [L. llberare , as prec.], 
v.t. To set at liberty, libera'tion, ». 
liberator, n. 

libertine (lib'6r-tin) [L. llbertlnus , a freed- 
man], n. A freethinker in religious 
matter!; a debauchee, a profligate. 


liberty (lib'6r-ti) C L - llbertas > £rom nber > 
free], n. Quality or state of being free; 
right of self-government, to act as one 
pleases, or to do a particular thing; per¬ 
mission granted to do any act; {pi.) 
rights or privileges enjoyed by grant or 
prescription; a place where certain 
privileges or immunities are enjoyed; 
a slight of decorum or courtesy, 
libidinous (li-bid'i-nus) [L. libido , lust], a. 

Characterized by lewdness, lustful, 
librarian (li-br&r'i-An) [as foil.], n. One 
who has charge of a library, 
library (11'brAr-i) [L. librarius , pertaining 
to books, from liber , book], n. A collection 
of books, esp. classified and catalogued; 
a room or series of rooms containing such 
a collection. 

libretto (li-bret'O) [It., dim. of libra, book], 
n. {pi. -ti) The words of an opera, 
etc.; a book containing such words, 
librettist, n. A libretto-writer, 
licence (ll'sAns) [L. licentia , from licire, 
to be allowed], n. Leave, permission, esp. 
consent granted by a constituted authority 
(as to marry, publish a book, produce a 
play, carry on a business, etc.); a docu¬ 
ment containing such permission; a 
certificate of competence issued by an 
examining body; unrestrained liberty of 
action, disregard of law or propriety; 
abuse of freedom; deviation from the 
ordinary rules, license, v.t. To authorize 
by granting a licence; to allow, permit, 
to allow entire freedom, licensee', n. 
One who holds a licence, licenser, n. 
licen'tiate, n. One holding a certificate 
of competence in some profession, 
licentious (ll-sen'shus) [as prec.], a. Dis¬ 
solute, profligate; unrestrained by rule, 
licentiousness, n. 

lich (lich) [A.-S. lie), n. A corpse, lich¬ 
gate, n. A churchyard gate with a roof 
under which a coffin may be placed, 
lichen (ll'k6n) [Gr. ieiehen ], n. A parasitic 
fungus covering rocks, tree-trunks, etc., 
with coloured crusts. 

lick (lik) [A.-S. liccian ], v.t. To pass the 
tongue over; to take in with the tongue; 
to pass lightly over (of flame, etc.); {slang) 
to flog, beat, iurpass. v.i. To make a 
licking motion (of flames), it. The act 
of licking: a slight smear (as of paint), 
lid (lid) [A.-S. hlid], n. A hinged or 
detachable cover for shutting a vessel, 
box, or aperture; an eyelid, 
lie (1) (11) [A.-S. Hogan], v.i. To say or 
write anything intending to deceive; to 
deceive, n. An intentional violation of 
the truth; a false statement deliberately 
made; (Jig.) a deception, imposture, 
lie (2) [A.-S. liegan ], v.i. {pres. p. lying, 
past lay, p.p. lain). To place oneself in a 
reclining posture; to be situated in a 
specified direction; to sleep, lodge, encamp 
(at a specified place); to rest, to remain; 
to be, to reside, in a specified state, posi¬ 
tion, etc.; (Law) to be sustainable (of an 
action, etc.), n. Position, direction, 
manner of lying; lair. 
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lief (lef) [A.-S. IgoJ, cogn. with LOVE], adv. 

Willingly, gladly, freely, 
liege (lej) [O.F. lige], n. A lord, a 
sovereign. 

lien (le'en) [L. txg&rnen , a band], n. {Law) 
A right to detain the goods of another 
until some claim has been satisfied, 
lieu (lu) [F.], n. Place, stead, room, 
lieutenant (lef-ten'ant) [F.], n. An officer 
acting as deputy to a superior; {Mil.) 
an officer next below a captain, {Nav.) 
below a commander, lieutenancy, n. 
life (lif) [A.-S. Ilf], n. {pi. lives) State 
or condition of being alive, animate 
existence, the period of this, a specified 
portion of a person’s existence, the living 
form; {collect.) living things; manner or 
course of living, animating principle, the 
essential idea (of a movement, etc.); 
animation, vivacity, spirit, that which 
imparts animation, human affairs, a 
narrative of one’s existence, a biography, 
life-annuity, n. A sum paid vearh to 
a person from a specified age to death, 
life-belt, n. A belt for supporting a 
person in the water, life-boat, n A 
boat specially constructed for saving life 
in storms, life-guard, n. A guard 
appointed to protect the person of some 
one, esp. a sovereign, life-interest, n. 
An interest or estate terminating with 
the life of a person, life-line, n. A rope 
used for saving life, or as an additional 
safeguard, livelong, a. Lasting through¬ 
out life, life-preserver, n. A loaded 
stick for defending one’s life, lifetime, 
n. The duration of one’s life, lifeless, 
a. lifelike, a. Like a living being; like 
the original (of a portrait), 
lift (lift) [Icel.], v.t. To raise to a higher 
position; to hold or support on high, to 
pick up; to remove (anxiety, etc.); to 
exalt, elate, v.i. To rise (as a ship on 
the waves); to rise and disperse (as a 
mist), n. Act of lifting, degree of 
elevation; a rise, a hoisting-machine, an 
elevator; a helping hand, 
ligament (lig'&-m6nt) [L. ligamentum ], 
n. Anything which binds; a tie; a 
band of fibrous tissue by which bones 
are bound together, ligature, n. That 
which binds, esp. a thread to tie arteries, 
etc.; a bond; {Print.) two or more letters 
cast on one shank, as jff, ffli {Mus.) a tie 
connecting notes. 

light (1) (lit) [A.-S. iSoht ], n. The natural 
agent by which objects are rendered 
visible; the sensation produced by 
the stimulation of the sight; the state 
in which things are visible, opp. to dark¬ 
ness; {fig.) one’s fair opportunities, one’s 
chances; a source of light; daylight; a 
window, or division of a window; {fig.) 
exposure, general knowledge; elucidation, 
enlightenment; a model, example; {pi.) 
one’s intellectual powers, a. Having 
light; clear, not dark; pale-coloured, fair. 
v.t. {past and p.p. lit, lighted) To kindle, 
set fire to; to give light to; to conduct 
with a light, v.i. To take fire; to be 


illuminated; to brighten (up), light¬ 
house, n. A tower supporting a powerful 
light for the guidance of mariners, light¬ 
ship, n. A moored vessel carrying a 
light to give warning or guidance, 
light (2) (lit) [A.-S. Itoht], a. Of Bmall 
weight; easy to be lifted, moved, etc.; 
lightly armed (of troops): active, quick: 
of low specific gravity; below the standard 
weight; unimportant, trivial; flighty, 
volatile, fickle; wanton, cheerful, gay. 
light-fingered, a. Dexterous in stealing; 
given to thieving, light-headed, a. 
Delirious, thoughtless. light-heeled, 
a Nimble, quick-moving, light-footed, 
light-minded, o. Fickle, unsteady, 
volatile. light-weight, n. A horse 
or man below the average weight; a 
boxer of 155 lb. or ander. lightness, n. 
light (3) (lit) [ lihtun ], v.i. To descend as 
from flight, to chance (upon), 
lighten (1) (fi'tdn) [A.-S. leohtan ], v.i. To 
become light, to brighten; to emit 
lightning, to shine out. v.t. To illu¬ 
minate, enlighten. 

lighten (2) (li'ten) [LIGHT (2), -en], v.t. 
To reduce in weight; to relieve, mitigate, 
alleviate. 

lighter (lTtdr) [?], n. A large, open 
boat, used in loading and unloading 
ships, a heavy barge, 
lightning (llt'ning) [LIGHTEN (1), -ing], n . 
The flash caused by the discharge of 
electricity between clouds, lightning- 
rod, n. A wire for carrying the electrical 
discharge to earth, thus protecting a 
building, etc. 

lights (fits) [light (2)], n.pl. The lungs 
of animals, esp. as food for cats, etc. 
lightsome (llt'sdm) [LIGHT (2), -SOME], a. 

Light-hearted, gay; airy, nimble, 
ligneous (lig'nd-us) [L. * lignum, wood], a. 
Made or consisting of wood; resembling 
wood, woody. 

like (1) (lik) [A.-S. lie], a. Resembling; 
such as; equal or nearly equal in quantity, 
quality, etc.; characteristic of; inclined 
to. adv. As, in the manner of, to the 
same extent or degree as. n. A counter¬ 
part. 


like (2) (lik) [A.-S. llcian , as prec.], v.t. 
To be pleased with; to be attracted by; 
to enjoy v.i. To be pleased; to choose, 
n. A longing desire; predilection (usu. 
tn pi.), likeable, o. 

-like, suf. Forming adjectives; as in 
childlike; adverbs, as in childlike she 
replied. 

likely (llk'li) [like (1), -ly], a. (-Her, 
-liest) Probable, plausible; to be expected 
(to); suitable, well-adapted. adv. 
Probably, likelihood, n. 
liken (ll'k6n) [LIKE (1), -en], v.t. To com¬ 
pare, to represent as similar (to), 
likeness (Uk'n6s) [like (1), -ness], n. 
Similarity, resemblance; a representation 
of a person or thing; form, guise, 
likewise (ilk'wlz) [like (l), -wise], 
adv. or conj. In like manner; also, more¬ 
over, too. 
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liking Oi'ttng) [LIKE (2),-INa], n. State 
of being pleased, fondness, fancy, 
lilac (li'lak) [Arab, llldk], n. A shrub 
with fragrant pale violet, purple, or white 
flowers, a. Of the colour of lilac. 
Lilliputian (iil-i-pu'shan) [Lilli put in 
Swift’s “ Gulliver’s Travels ”], a. Pigmy, 
diminutive, n. A pigmy, 
lilt (lilt) [M.E. lulte ], c. To sing in cheerful, 
lively style, n. A lively tune; the 

melody or rhythm of a song, 
lily (lil'i) [A.-S. lilie, L. lllium], n. A 
plant producing white or coloured flowers 
of great beauty, o. Pure white; unsullied, 
limb (lim> [A.-S. lira], n. An arm, 
leg, or wing; a main branch of a tree; 
a member, a branch; an impish child, 
limber (1) (lim'ber) [P. limonibe], n. The 
wheels, ammunition-box, axle, and pole 
of a gun-carriage, v. To attach the 
limber to the gun (usu. with up). 
limber (2) [?], a. Flexible, lithe, 
limbo (lim'bo) [L., abl. of limbus , as 
LIMB], n. The edge of hell, the abode of 
souls who, through no fault of their own. 
cannot be redeemed; prison, 
lime (1 ) (Urn) [A.-S. Jim], n. A calcareous 
earth used for making mortar, for manure, 
etc.; bird-lime. v.t. To smear with 
bird-lime; to ensnare; to spread lime 
over (land); to dress (hides) in lime and 
water. Ume-kiln, n. A kiln in which 
limestone is calcined and reduced to lime, 
limelight, n. A light produced by 
projecting a Jet of Ignited hydrogen and 
oxygen upon a ball of lime; (Jig.) the glare 
of publicity, limestone, n. Any rock 
the basis of which Is carbonate of lime, 
lime (2) [as LINDEN], n. The linden-tree, 
lime (3) [Arab, llmuh (cp. LEMON)], n. 
The fruit of a West Indian tree, smaller 
and more acid than the lemon, 
limit (lim'lt) [L. limes, - mitis ], n. A 
boundary or edge marking utmost extent; 
a restraint, check , that which has bounds. 
v.t. To set a bound to; to confine within 
certain bounds; to serve as boundary or 
restriction to. limitation, n. 
limn (lim) [O.F. luminer, to illumine], v.t. 
To paint, depict, portray, 
limp (limp) [?], v.i. To walk lamely; to 
be irregular (of verse, logic, etc.), n. 
Act of limping; a limping step or walk. 
a. Wanting in stiffness, flaccid, pliable, 
limpet (lim'p6t) [A.-S., lempedu], n. A 
shellfish having an open conical shell, 
adhering firmly to rocks, 
limpid (lim'pid) [L- limpidus ], a. Clear, 
transparent; perspicuous, limpid'ity, n. 
linch-pin (linch'pin) [A.-S. lynis , an axle- 
tree, PIN], n. A pin holding a wheel on 
the axle. 

linden (lin'dSn) [A.-S. lind], n. The 
lime-tree. 

line (1) (lln) [L. llnea (from llnum t flax), 
through A.-S. line], n. A thread, string, 
(Navi.) rope; a cable for telegraph or tele¬ 
phone or the route traversed; (jig.) a rule 
or direction; (pi.) one’s lot in life; a thread¬ 
like mark; a streak, seam, furrow, etc.; 


the equator; (fig.) a scheme, design; a 
limit, boundary; a row of letters, words, 
men, or other objects; (colloq.) a short 
letter; a single verse of poetry; (pi.) a 
schoolboy’s imposition; (pi.) a certifi¬ 
cate of marriage; a series of trenches, 
etc.; row of men ranged as in order of 
battle; infantry regiments apart from the 
Guards, engineers, supply corps, etc.; 
persons related in direct descent, family, 
lineage, ships, etc., plying between cer¬ 
tain places or under one management; 
a railway track; a railway system; a 
certain branch of business, a certain class 
of goods; (fig.) field of activity; the 
twelfth part of an inch. v.t. To draw 
lines upon; to mark (in, off, etc.) with 
lines; to spread out or post (troops) in 
line. v.i. To come or extend into line; 
to form a line beside or along (of troops), 
line (2) [A.-S. lln, flax], n. The fine long 
fibre of flax separated from the tow. 
line (3) (lin) [from prec.], v.t. To put a 
covering of different material on the inside 
of; to serve as such a covering; to fill, 
liner (1), n. One who makes or fits lin¬ 
ings; a lining of a cylinder, lining, n. 
The covering of the inside of anything, 
lineage (lin'e-aj ) [O. F. lignage], n. Descen¬ 
dants from a common progenitor; pedigree, 
lineal (lin'6-Al) [F. lineal, as line (1)], a. 
Ascending or descending in the direct line 
of ancestry, lineally, adv. 
lineament (lin'e-a-ment) [F. lineament, as 
LINE (1)], n. (usu. in pi.) Characteristic 
lines or features, contour, 
linear (liu'e-ar) [L. linearis , as prec.], a. 
Composed of or like lines; having a 
lengthwise direction, involving magni¬ 
tudes of one degree or dimension only, 
linen (lin'en) [A.-S., as LINE (2)], n. A cloth 
made of flax; (collect.) articles chiefly made 
of linen, a. Made of flax, 
liner (ITner) (2) [LINE (l ), -ER], n. A vessel 
belonging to a regular line of passenger 
ships. 

ling (1) (ling) [Icel. langa , cogn. with 
LONG], n. A long slender food-fish of 
northern seas. 

ling (2) [Icel. LYNG], n. Heather or heath, 
-ling, suf. Forming nouns (now only 
diminutive), as darling, gosling , lordling ; 
forming adverbs, as darkling. 
linger (ling'ger) [A.-S. lengan , to protract], 
v.i. To delay going, to tarry, loiter; to 
be long in going or coming, to hesitate, 
lingerer, n. lingeringly, adv. 
lingerie (lan-zhri) [F.J, n. Linen articles, 
lingo (ling'gS) [as LINGUAL], n. A foreign 
language, peculiar dialect, 
lingual (ling'gwal) [L. lingua , tongue], a. 
Pertaining to the tongue; (Phon.) formed 
by the tongue, n. A letter or sound pro¬ 
duced by the tongue, as t , d, n , l , r. lin¬ 
guist, n. One skilled in languages, 
liniment (lin'i-m6nt) [L. linlre, to anoint], 
n. A liquid preparation for rubbing on 
bruised or inflamed parts; embrocation, 
link (1) (link) [Icel. hlekkr , A.-S. hlence] % 

, n. A loop of a chain; a connecting part in 
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machinery, or in a series, argument, etc.; 
a measure of 7*92 inches, v.t. To con¬ 
nect or attach (to, etc.) by links, e.t. To 
be connected. 

link (2) [?), n. A torch made of tow and 
pitch, link -boy, n. A boy carrying a 
link. 

links (links) [Sc.], n.pl. Undulating sandy 
ground near the shore; ground on which 
golf is played. 

linnet (lin'6t) [O.P. linette , from li», flax, 
on which it feeds], n. A common song¬ 
bird. 

linoleum (li-n8'16-ffm) [L. llnum , flax, 
oleum , OIL], n. A preparation of linseed- 
oil and ground cork on canvas, used for 
floor-cloth. 

linotype (li'nb-tfp) [LINE (1), OP, type], n. 
A machine for producing stereotyped lines 
of words. 

linseed (lin'sgd) [A.-8. lln, line (2), seed], 
n. Flax-seed, linseed-oil, n. The oil 
expressed from linseed, 
linsey-woolsey (lin'zi-wul'zi) [LIN* (2), 
WOOL], n. A coarse fabric of linen or 
cotton warp with wool filling, 
lint (lint) [LINE (2)], ». The down of 
scraped linen used for dressing wounds, 
lintel (lintl) [O.F.], n. The horizontal 
beam over a door or window, 
lion (li'on), [L. leo, letinis], n. A large and 
powerful carnivorous quadruped of the 
cat tribe; (Jig., pi.) sights to be seen 
by visitors; eminent celebrities, objects 
of general attention. 

lip (lip) [A.-8. lippd], n. One of the two 
fleshy parts enclosing the opening of the 
mouth; the edge of an orifice, chasm, 
etc.; (slang) impudence, cheek, 
liquate (li-kwat') [L. liquatus , melted], v.t. 
To melt; to liquefy (metals) in order to 
purify, liqua'tion, n. 
liquefy (lik'w6-fl) [L. liqudre , to become 
fluid, -FY], v.t. To melt, to dissolve; to 
convert to a liquid form. v.i. To become 
liquid, iiquefa'cient, n. That which 
liquefies, a. Serving to liquefy, lique¬ 
faction, n. liques cent, a. 
liqueur (li-kur') [F., LIQUOR], n. An 
alcoholic cordial flavoured with aromatio 
substance. 

liquid (lik'wid) [L. liquidus], a. Fluid; 
flowing or capable of flowing; (fig.) 
limpid, clear; (of vowels) not guttural, 
easily pronounced; (of assets) readily con¬ 
vertible into cash; (of principles, etc.) 
unstable, n. A substance whose par¬ 
ticles are incompressible and inelastic and 
move freely among themselves, as water 
in a fluid state; a letter pronounced with a 
slight contact of the organs of articula¬ 
tion, as I, r. liquidate, v.t. To pay 
off (a debt, etc.), to wind up (a bankrupt) 
estate, etc.), v.i. To have its debts, etc., 
liquidated (of a company), liquidation, 
n. liq uidator, n. 

liquor (lit or) [A.-F. licur , L. liquor ], n. 
A liquid or fluid substance, the liquid 
part of anything; an ftlccho]ih (esp. 
spirituous) beverage, j 


liquorice (lik'dr-is) [Gr. glukus , sweet, 
rhiza , root], n. The root of a plant; a 
sweetmeat or drug prepared from this, 
lira (l§r'4) [It.], n. (pi. lire, ler'a) An 
Italian silver coin serving as the unit of 
value, roughly equal to the French 
franc. 

lisp (lisp) [A.-8. u>lisp t lisping], v.i. To 
pronounce t and z with the sound of th 
or dh ; to speak affectedly or imperfectly. 
v.t. To pronounce with a lisp. n. The 
act or habit of lisping, 
lissom (lis'om) [lithe some], a. Lithe, 
nimble. 

list (1) (list) [A.-S. lute], n. The border or 
selvedge of cloth; a strip of this; a 
boundary, limit; (pi.) palisades enclosing 
ground for a tournament, the ground so 
enclosed, a scene of contest; a roll, a cata¬ 
logue or schedule of persons or thing*. 
v.t. To enter in a list, 
list (2) [A.-S. lystan , as LUST], v.t. To 
lease, to be pleasing to; to careen or 
eel (a ship) over. v.i. To lean over, 
to careen, n. A leaning over, 
listen (lisn) [A.-S. hlosnian ], v.i. To give 
ear (to), to hearken; to heed. obey, 
listener, n. 

listless (list'lda) [LIST (2), -LESS], a. Care¬ 
less, heedless; Indifferent; languid, 
litany (lit'4-ni) [Gr. litaneia , from litanos , a 
suppliant], n. A solemn form of suppli¬ 
catory prayer, esp. a series of short prayers 
with responses. 

-lite [Gr. lithos, stone], suf. Forming names 
of minerals, as aerolite. 
literal (lit'gr-al) [L. litterdliz, as LETTER], a. 
According to the verbal meaning; not 
figurative; pertaining to letters, 
literary (lit'dr-4r-i) [L. litterarius , as prec.], 
a. Pertaining to literature or polite learn¬ 
ing; versed or engaged in literature; 
consisting of written compositions. 
Iltera'tlm [L.], adv. Letter for letter, 
literally. 

literature (lit'gr-4-tiir, -chhr) [L. litterd- 
t&ra, as prec.], ». The written productions 
of a country or period or pertaining to a 
particular subject; printed matter; writ¬ 
ings distinguished for beauty of form or 
expression, as dist. from works dealing 
with positive knowledge, 
lith-, litho- [Gr. lithos , a stone], comb. 
form. Pertaining to stone. 

-litli [as prec.], suf., as in monolith. 
lithe (11/4) [A.-S.], a. Flexible, supple, 
lithograph (lith'6-graf) [litho-, -graph], 
v.t. To engrave on stone and transfer to 
paper, etc.; to print by lithography, n. 
An impression from a drawing on stone, 
litho'grapher, n. lithog'raphy, n. 
litigate (lit'i-gat) [L. lUigare, to go to law], 
v.t. To contest in a court oi law. v.i. 
To go to law; to carry on a lawsuit, 
litigant, a. and n. litiga'tion, ». 
litigious (li-tij'ns) [ lUigiostu , as prec.], a. 
Fond of litigation; quarrelsome, conten¬ 
tious ; pertaining to legal dispute, 
litmus (lit'mus) [M. Dut. leeemos ], n. A 
blue dye obtained from lichens, turned 
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red by acids or restored to its original 
colour by alkalis. 

litre (le'tfcr) [P M Gr. lUra, a pound], n. 
The metric unit of capacity, about If 
pints. 

litter (lit'6r) [O.F. litiere, L. lectus, bed], 
n. A stretcher supporting a couch in 
which a person may be carried; straw, 
hay, etc., used as a bed for animals, or 
covering for plants; odds and ends scat¬ 
tered about; a state of untidiness; the 
young brought forth by a sow, bitch, cat, 
etc., at a birth. 

litterateur (lit-6r-&-tur) [F., as letter], n. 
A literary man. 

little (litl) [A.-S. lyte I], o. (comp, less, 
^lesser, superl. least) Small, not big, in 
Bize, extent, amount, or quantity; short in 
duration or distance; of small import¬ 
ance ; petty; mean, contemptible; young, 
weak. adv. In a small degree; not at 
all. n. A small amount, space, time, 
etc.; only a trifle, littleness, n. 
littoral (lit'dr-al) [L., lltus - tons , shore], a. 
Pertaining to the shore, esp. between high- 
and low- water marks, n. A coastal 
region. 

liturgy (lit'fir-ji) [Gr. leitourgia, a public 
service], n. A ritual for public worship, 
the formal set of words in which this is set 
forth, litur'gic, o. lit'urgist, n. 
live (1) (13v) [alive], a. Alive, living; 
ignited; ready for use; charged with 
electricity; moving or transmitting motion; 
full of energy, of present interest, etc. 
live stock : Animals kept for farming or 
domestic purposes. 

live (2) (liv) [A.-S. lifiah], v.i. To have 
life; to be alive; to exist as animal or 
vegetable; (fig.) to remain in operation; 
to reside, dwell (at, in, etc.); to subsist 
(upon); to gain a livelihood (by); to 
pass one’s life in a particular condition, 
etc.; to live strenuously or intensely. 
v.t. To spend (a specified kind of life); 
to survive. 

livelihood (llv'li-hud) [A.-S. llfl&d], n. 
Means of subsistence. 

livelong (liv'long) [orig. lief-long (LIFE, 
LONG (1))], o. Long-lasting; the whole 
length of. 

lively (liv^i) [A.-S. lifilc], a. Life-like, 
vivid; full of life, active; animated, gay, 
bright, liveliness, n. 
liven (ll'v6n) [life, -EN], v.t. To make 
lively, to enliven (up). 

liver (1) (liv'er) [LIVE (2), -ER], n. One 
who lives, esp. in a specified way (as a 
good liver). 

liver (2) [A.-S. lifer], n. The glandular 
organ in vertebrates which secretes bile; 
(colloq.) a disordered liver, 
livery (liv'fer-i) [O.F. livrSe y L. liber lire, 
to give, as DELIVER], n. A distinctive dress 
worn by male servants or the members 
of a city oompany; the privileges of a city 
company; formerly, allowance for keeping 
and feeding a horse, liveryman, n. A 
freeman of the City of London, who is 
entitled to wear the livery of the company 


to which he belongs, livery-stable, n. 
A stable where horses are kept at livery 
or let out on hire. 

livid (liv'id) [L. llvidus], a. Of a leaden 
colour. 

living (liv'ing) [LIVE (2), ING], a. Having 
life; in a state of combustion; quicken¬ 
ing ; active, efficient; contemporary ; true 
to life (of a portrait), n. State of being 
alive; livelihood, power of continuing 
life; the benefice of a clergyman; manner 
of life. 

lizard (liz'hrd) [L. lacertus], n. A reptile 
having a scaly body and four limbs, 
llama (la'mi) [Peruv.], n. A domesti¬ 
cated Peruvian wool-bearing animal, 
Auchenia lama , resembling a small hump¬ 
less camel; material made from its wooL 
llano (la'nfi, lya'nd) [Sp.], n. A level, 
treeless steppe or plain in S. America, 
lo (16) [A.-S. la],int. See! behold! 
loach (loch) [?], n. A small British river- 
fish. 

load (lod) [A.-S. Idd. way], n. A burden, esp. 
for conveyance; as much as can be carried 
at a time; that whichis borne with difficulty. 
v.t. To put a load on or in; to make 
heavy; to weigh down, to oppress; to charge 
(a gun); to fill to overflowing; to overwhelm 
(with abuse, honours, etc.), v.i. To take 
in a load or cargo (usu. with up); to 
charge a fire-arm. loadstone, n. Mag¬ 
netic oxide of iron, a natural magnet, 
loaf (1) (ISf) [A.-S. hl&f], n. (pi. loaves) 
A shaped mass of bread; a conical mass 
of refined sugar. 

loaf (2) [?], v.i. To lounge or idle about. 
v.t. To spend or pass (time away) idly. 
n. A saunter, an idle time, loafer, n. 
loam (lorn) [A.-S. (dm], n. A rich loose 
soil consisting chiefly of sand and clay, 
loan (Ion) [A.-S. Zdn], n. Act of lending; 
that which is lent, esp. money lent at 
interest, v.t. (colloq.) To grant the loan 
of. 

loath (loth) [A.-S. UUh], a. Unwilling, 
reluctant. 

loathe (loth) [A.-S. Idthian , from prec.], v. 
To feel disgust at; to abhor, detest, 
loathing, a. Abhorring. n. Disgust, 
aversion, abhorrence. Toathsome, a. 
Causing loathing or disgust; odious, 
lob (lob) [?], n. A dull, stupid fellow; 
(Cricket) a slow underhand ball; ( Lawn - 
tennis ) a ball pitched high in the air. v.t. 
To bowl or pitch a lob. 
lobby (lob'i) [low L. lobia , lodge], n. A 
vestibule opening into several apartments; 
a small hall; the hall of a legislative 
assembly open to the public, also one of 
two corridors in which members vote. 
v.i. To solicit the votes of members, 
lobbyist, ». One who does this, 
lobe (lob) [Gr. lobos ], n. A rounded and 
projecting or hanging part; the soft 
lower part of the ear; a rounded division 
of a leaf. 

lobelia (16-beTi-&) [Matthias de Lobel 
(1538-1616), botanist to James I], n. A 
brilliant flowering plant. 
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lobster (lob'stfer) [A.-S. loppestre], ». A 
large marine long-tailed and stalk-eyed 
ten-legged crustacean, 
lobworm (lob'wSrtn) [LOB, WORM], n. A 
large earthworm, used as bait by anglers, 
local (lo-k41) [F., from L. locality from 
locus, place], a. Pertaining to a place 
or particular place or places; pertaining 
to a part only (as a disease, etc.), n. An 
inhabitant of a particular place; a subur¬ 
ban train; an examination held in a 
provincial centre; an item of local news, 
locale (ldTcal'). The scene or locality of 
an event, etc. locality, n. Particular 
place, site, geographical position; limita¬ 
tion to a place, lo'calize, v.t. To make 
local; to ascertain or indicate the exact 
place of; to identify with or restrict to a 
particular place, locate (16-kAt'), v.t. 
To set in a particular locality; (in 
p.p.) to situate; to discover the site of. 
loca'tion, n. Situation or position, 
loc'ative, n. (Gram.) A case denoting place, 
loch (locA) [Gael.] A lake or narrow or land¬ 
locked arm of the sea in Scotland, 
lock (1) (lok) loc], n. A device for 

fastening doors, etc., usu. worked by a key; 
a device for preventing movement of a 
wheel; the firing-apparatus of a gun; a 
gated enclosure in a canal for raising and 
lowering vessels by the alteration of 
water-level; an air-tight antechamber 
to a caisson; a block, a jam. v.t. To 
fasten with a lock; to shut up thus; to 
fasten by means of parts that engage 
together; (in p.p.) to embrace, to tangle 
together, v.i. To become fastened by or 
as by a lock; to intertwine, lock-jaw, n. 
A variety of tetanus in which the muscles 
of the jaw are violently contracted, lock¬ 
out, n. Temporary discharge of workmen 
to bring them to terms. v.t. To coerce by 
closing a factory against, locksmith, n. 
A maker and repairer of locks. lock¬ 
stitch, n. A sewing-machine stitch 
which locks two threads together, lock¬ 
up, ». A place of temporary confinement; 
time for locking up; investing of capital 
so that it cannot bo realized, a. That 
may be locked. 

lock (2) [A.-S. locc ], n. A tuft, esp. of 
hair; a tress, ringlet. 

locker (lok'Sr) [LOCK (1), -er], n. A 
chest or other close receptacle, with lock 
and key. 

locket (lok'6t) [F. loquel , dim. of O.F. loc, 
latch], n. A small ornamental case for 
wearing, adapted to contain hair, a minia¬ 
ture, etc. 

locomotion (lS-kd-mfi'shhn) [L. locus, 
place, motion], n. Act or power of 
moving from place to place, locomo'- 
tive, a. Pertaining to locomotion; 
moving from place to place; having the 
power of or causing locomotion, n. A 
railway-engine. 

locum-tenens (15'khm-t5'n6ns) [L., hold¬ 
ing place], n. (pi. -tenentes) One acting 
in the place of another, esp. a doctor or 
clergyman. 


locust (15'kust) [L. locusta), n. A migra- . 
tory winged insect allied to the grass¬ 
hopper, very destructive to vegetation; 
a locust-tree or its fruit, locust-tree, n. 
The carob, and various West Indian trees, 
locution (16-kfi'shun) [L. locHtio], n. Style J 
of speech, mode of delivery, 
lode (ldd) [A.-S. Idd, see load], n. An 
open ditch; a reach of water in a canal; | 
a vein bearing metal, lodestar, n. A 
guiding star, the pole-star; one’s guiding j 
principle. 

lodge (loj) [O.F. loge], n. A temporary 
residence; a small house in a park; a 
gate-keeper’s or gardener’s cottage; 
quarters for a porter in a college, chambers, 
eto.; ( Freemasonry , etc.) a local branch. 
v.t. To supply with temporary accom¬ 
modation; to deposit, leave for security. 
v.i. To reside temporarily, esp. to have 
Bleeping quarters, etc., at a fixed charge; 
to stay or become fixed (in), lodger, n. 
lodging, n. 

loft (loft) [Icel. lop(] , n. The space under a 
roof; a gallery in a church, etc.; a room 
over a barn or stable; a pigeon-house, a 
flock of pigeons, lofty, a. Towering, I 
of imposing height; elevated in character, 
sentiment,style, etc.; high-flown; haughty, 
log (log) [M.E. logge], n. A bulky piece of 
unhewn timber; an apparatus for ascertain¬ 
ing the rate of a ship’s motion; a log¬ 
book. log-book, n. A book in which 
a diary of events occurring in a ship’s 
voyage is kept, with a record of observa¬ 
tions with the log. 

loganberry (16'g&n-b6r-i) [Logan, pers. 
name, berry], n. A fruit obtained by 
crossing the raspberry and blackberry, 
logarithm (log'A-rithm) [Gr. log-os, word, 
ratio, arithmos , number], n. The expo¬ 
nent of the power to which a fixed number, 
called the base, must be raised to produce 
a given number, logarith'mic, a. 
loggerhead (log'Gr-hed) [loo, head], n. 

A stupid fellow, a dolt, at loggerheads : 
Disagreeing, quarrelling, 
logic (loj'ik) [Gr. logiki , reasoning], n. 
The science of reasoning, correct thinking, 
proving and deducing; force of argu¬ 
ment; (Jig.) force of circumstances, situa¬ 
tion, eto. logical, a. logician (16-jlsh'- 
an), n. One skilled in logic, 
logo- [Gr. logos, word, reasoning], comb, 
form. Pertaining to words; wordy. 

-logy [Gr. -logia, as LOGO-], suf. Forming 
names of sciences and departments of 
knowledge, and nouns denoting modes of 
speaking, as astrology, eulogy , tautology. 
loin (lain) [O.F. loigne ], n. The part be¬ 
tween the false ribs and the hip-joint; 
a Joint of meat. 

loiter (lol'ter) [? Dut.], v.i. To dawdle; 
to move with frequent halts, 
loll (lol) [prob. tmit.], v.i. To hang from 
the mouth (of the tongue); to lounge. 
v.t. To allow to hang out or about, 
lollipop (lol'i-pop) [?], n. A sugar-plum, 
lone (ldn) [ALONE], o. Solitary, unin¬ 
habited, deserted; without company. 
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lonely (ldn'li) [prec., -LY], a. Solitary, 
unfrequented, sequestered; lone; ad¬ 
dicted to seclusion; loneliness, n. lone¬ 
some, a. Unfrequented, 
long (1) (long) [A.-S. lang ], a. Of rela¬ 
tively great extent in dimension or in 
time; of a specified linear extent or dura¬ 
tion in time; protracted in sound; dila¬ 
tory; far-reaching; lengthy, verbose, 
tedious, adv. To a great extent in 
distance or time; for or by a long time; 
throughout a specified period. »• Any¬ 
thing that is long, long-boat, n. The 
largest boat of a sailing-ship, longbow, 
n. A powerful bow drawn by hand, 
formerly the national English weapon, 
long-hand, n. Ordinary writing, opp. to 
shorthand. long-Leaded, a. Shrewd, 
sensible, long-suffering, a. Forbear¬ 
ing, patient, n. Forbearance* to punish, 
long-winded, a. Wearisome from pro¬ 
lixity. longish, a. 

long (2) (long) [A.-S. longian ], v.i. To 
have an earnest desire (for); to yearn (to 
or for), longing, a. longingly, adv. 
-long, suf. Forming adverbs, as sidelong. 
longeval (16n-je'vAl) [L. longus , long, cevum , 
age], a. Long-lived, longevity, n. 
longitude (lon'ji-tud) [L. longitUdo], n. 
Angular distance of a place east or west of a 
given meridian; distance in degrees on 
the ecliptic from the vernal equinox to 
the foot of a perpendicular from, or circle 
of latitude of, a heavenly body, longi¬ 
tudinal, a. Pertaining to longitude, 
ioo (loo) [obs. lanterloo , F. laniurelu, non¬ 
sense, a refrain of a 17th-cent. song], n. 
A round game at cards; the pool in this, 
loofah (loo'fi) [Arab. lUfa, plant], n. The 
fibre of the sponge-gourd, 
look (luk) [A.-S. lOcian (cp. G. dial, lugeri)], 
v.i. To direct the eye (towards) in order 
to see; to gaze, stare; to give considera¬ 
tion; to face, have a particular direction 
(towards, etc.); to seem, appearp to 
take care. v.t. To express or show by 
the looks; to inspect, examine, n. Act 
of looking or seeing, a glance; (pi.) appear¬ 
ance, aspect, mien, looker-on, n. A 
mere spectator, looking-glass, n. A 
mirror. 

loom (1) (loom) [A.-S. gelOma , a tool], n. 
A machine in which yarn or thread is 
woven into a fabric. 

loom (2) [Teut.], v.t. To appear faintly in 
the distance; to appear as in a mist, 
loon (loon) [?], n. A scamp, a worth¬ 
less person; the great northern diver. 
Loop (loop) [prob. Celt.], n. A doubling of 
a string, etc., across itself to form a curve 
or eye; a noose ; a stitch in crochet or 
knitting; a loop-line. v.t. To form into 
or to fasten with loops, v.i. To make a 
loop, loop-line, n. A railway, tele¬ 
graph-line, etc., diverging from the main 
line and joining it again, 
loophole (loop'bfil) [Dut. Iflpen, to watch, 
HOLE], n. An aperture in a wall for shoot¬ 
ing, for looking through, or for light; 
(Jig.) a means of esca^ws 


loose (loos) [Icel. /atm], a. Not tied, or 
confined; unfastened, detachable, hang¬ 
ing partly free; not crowded together, not 
compact; slack; careless, slovenly; 
not strict; vague, incorrect; dissolute. 
v.t. To undo, untie, unfasten; to release; 
to dissolve; to relax ; to free from burden; 
to discharge, loosen, v. looseness, n. 
loot (loot) [Hiod. lit*], n. Booty, plunder, 
esp. from a conquered city; (Jig.) illicit 
gains, v.t. To plunder, to pillage, 
lop (lop) [?], v.t. To cut off the extre¬ 
mities of; to trim (trees, shrubs, etc.), 
lop-eared, a. Having hanging ears, 
lop-sided, a. Heavier on one side than 
the other; ill-balanced, 
lope (lop) [leap], v.i. To swing or move 
(along) with long strides, 
loquacious (lo-kwa'shus) [L. loqui , to 
talk], a. Talkative, chattering; apt to 
disclose secrets. loquacity (lo-kwas'i-ti), n. 
lord (lord) [A.-S. hlaford ], n. One possess¬ 
ing supreme power, a sovereign; the 
Supreme Being; a feudal superior; an 
owner; a peer of the realm; a courtesy- 
title given to sons of certain peers and 
certain official personages as Lord Chief 
Justice, Lord Mayor, etc.; (pi.) the 
members of the House of Lords, v.i. To 
play the lord (over). Lord-Lieutenant, 
n. The chief executive authority and 
head of the magistracy in a county, lordly, 
a. Befitting a lord; grand, haughty, adv . 
Imperiously; arrogantly, lordship, n. 
lore (lor) [A.-S. Tar], n. (collect.) The 
traditions and facts relating to a given 
subject. 

lorgnette (lfir-nyet') [F., from lorgner , to 
squint], n. A pair of eye-glasses with a 
long handle. 

*lorn (lorn) [A.-S. loren, lost], a. Lost, 
abandoned, forlorn. 

lorry (lor'i) [?], n. A low, flat, four- 
wheeled wagon without sides, 
lose (looz) [A.-S. losian , to escape 

(from)], v.t. (past and p.p. lost) To 
part with accidentally or as a forfeit, 
penalty, etc.; to be freed from; to miss, 
be unable to find; to fail to gain, hear, 
obtain, etc. to fail to keep possession of; 
to waste; t„*» p.p.) to cause to disappear 
or perish, v.i. To fail to be successful; 
to suffer loss, losable, a. loser, n. 
loss (los) [A.-S. los], n. Act or state of 
losing or being lost; failure to gain; 
that which Is lost; disadvantage, 
lot (lot) [A.-S. hlot], n. A die, paper, or 
other object used in determining chances; 
decision by chance; the chance, share, or 
fortune falling to one; a separate thing 
or collection of things offered for sale at 
auction; a parcel of land; a number of 
things or persons; a great deal (often pi.), 
v.t. To divide i-_ o lots; to apportion, 
lotion (15'shfin) [L. Ifftio], n. A liquid 
application for a wound, etc.; a cosmetio. 
lottery (lot'6r-l) [It. lotteria], n. A method 
of allotting valuable prizes by lot; the 
drawing of lots; a mere hazard, 
lotus (lo'tus) [G». lotos], n. A plant the 
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fruit of which was said to induce a dreamy 
languor, lotus-eater, n. One who gives 
himself up to dreamy ease, 
loud (loud) [A.-S. hind], a. Powerful 
in sound; noisy, clamorous; (fig.) ostenta¬ 
tious, flashy, adv. Loudly, loudish, a. 
loudly, adv. loudness, n. 
lough (locA) [It. loch], n. A lake, an arm 
of the sea. 

lounge (lounj) [?], v.i. To idle about, 
to saunter; to loll. n. Act of lounging; 
a saunter; a place for lounging; a sofa. 

lounger, n. 

lour, lower (3) (lour) [M.E. loureri ], v.i. 
To appear gloomy; to scowl; to look 
threatening (of weather), louring, a. 
louse (lous) [A.-S. lus], n. (pi. lice, 11s) 
An insect parasitic on man; applied to 
various parasites Infesting animals, fish, 
and plants, lousy (lou'zi), a. 
lout (lout) [A.-S. lutan ], n. An awkward 
fellow; a clown, a bumpkin, loutish, o. 
louver (loo'ver) [M.E. and O.F. lover], n. 
A turret with openings for the escape of 
smoke. 

lovable (lfiv'&bl) [LOVE, -able], o. Worthy 
of love; amiable, iovableness, n. 
love (lGv) [A.-S. lufu ], n. A feeling of 
deep regard, fondness, and devotion (for, 
towards, etc.); deep affection between 
persons of the opposite sex; a personifica¬ 
tion of this, Cupid; a beloved one, a sweet¬ 
heart (as a term of endearment); (Games) 
no points scored, v.t. To have strong 
affection for, to be in love with; to delight 
in. v.i. To be in love, love all : (In 
games ) Nothing scored on either side, 
love-bird, n. A short-tailed African or 
American parrot, love-god, n. Cupid, 
love-in-a-mist, n. The fennel-flower, 
love-in-idleness, n. The pansy or 
heartsease, love-knot, n. An intricate 
bow (a token of love). love-lock, 
n. A tress hanging at the ear or 
on the forehead, love-lorn, a. For¬ 
saken by one’s love; pining away for 
love, lovesick, a. Languishing with love; 
expressive of languishing love, loveless, 
a. lovely, a. and adv. loveliness, n. lover, 
n. loving-cup, n. A large two- or three- 
handled drinking-vessel passed round with 
wine. 

low (1) (15) [late A.-S. Idh], a. (comp. 
lower (1), superl. lowest) Not reaching 
or situated far up; below the normal 
height; below or little above a given 
level; near the horizon (of the sun, moon, 
etc.); near the equator; below the 
standard in rank, quality, character, etc.; 
humble, mean; base, dishonourable; 
vulgar; not advanced in civilization; not 
high in organization; weak, feeble; badly 
nourished; (of sounds) deep, produced by 
slow vibrations, soft; scanty, nearly ex¬ 
hausted; moderate, cheap; (Ch. of Eng.), 
not favouring sacerdotalism, adv. In or 
to a low position, deeply; at a low price; 
In a humble rank; softly, quietly; on a 
poor diet, lowland, ru Low-lying or 
level country. a. Pertaining to a 


lowland or the Lowlands of Scotland, 
lower (2), v.t. To bring down in height, 
force, intensity, amount, price, estimation, 
etc.; to reduce the condition of. v.i. To 
become lower or less; to sink, to fall, 
lowermost, o. lowly, a. Humble, 
modest; low in size, rank, or condition; 
mean, inferior, adv. Humbly, modestly, 
lowness, n. 

low (2) [A.-S. hldwan ], v.i. To utter the 
moo of a cow. v.t. To utter with such 
a sound, n. The moo of a cow. lowing, n. 
loyal (loi'al) [F., from L. ligdlis, legal], a. 
Faithful, constant, in a trust or obliga¬ 
tion (to); faithful to one’s sovereign, 
country, etc. loyalism, n. loyalist, 
n. loyally, adv. loyalty, n. 
lozenge (loz'Anj) [O.F. losenge , Prov. 
lama, tombstone], n. An oblique- 
angled parallelogram; (Her.) a diamond¬ 
shaped bearing; a sweetmeat, etc., in a 
rhomb-shaped tablet, lozengy, a. 
lubber (lub'Gr) [?], n. A lazy clumsy 
fellow; a bad seaman, lubberly, a. 
lubricate (lu'bri-k4t) [L. lUbricus, slip¬ 
pery], v.t. To make slippery with grease, 
oil, etc., in order to reduce friction, 
lubricant, a. and n. lubrica'tion, n. 
lucent (lu's6nt) [L. lUcens, shining], a. 

Shining, bright, luminous, resplendent, 
lucerne (lii-sSm') [F. luzeme ], n. A fod¬ 
der-plant. 

lucid (lu'sid) [L. Idcidus], a. Bright, 
radiant; easily understood, lucid'ity, n. 
Lucifer (lu'si-f6r) [L., light-bringing], n. 
The morning-star; Satan; a match ignited 
by friction. 

luck (luk) [Dut. luk], n. Chance as bringer 
of fortune, whether good or bad; what 
happens to one, hap. luckless, a. Un¬ 
fortunate. lucklessly, adv. lucky, a. 
lucrative (lu'kra-tiv) [L. lucrdrl, to gain], 
a. Producing gain, profitable, 
lucre (lu'kfer) [L. lucmrn], n. Pecuniary 
gain, usu. as an object of greed, 
lucubrate (lu'ku-brat) [L. lucubr&re, from 
lux lucis, light], v.i. To study by lamp¬ 
light. v.t. To compose or elaborate, as 
by night study, lucubra'tion, n. Night 
study; that which is composed at night; 
composition of a too elaborate and pedan¬ 
tic character. 

ludicrous (lu'di-krus) [L. IQdicrus , as 
ludus, play], a. Adapted to excite 
laughter or derision; comical, 
luff (lGf) [?], n. The weather-edge of a 
fore-and-aft sail. v. To bring a ship’s 
head nearer the wind, 
lug (1) (lug) [?], ». A projecting part; 
the lobe of the ear; a large marine 
worm. 

lug (2) [lug) [prob. Scand.], v.t. To drag, 
esp. roughly or with exertion; to tug, 
haul; to insert unnecessarily, v.i. To 
move heavily or slowly, 
luggage (lug'aj) [lug (2), -AGE], n. Any¬ 
thing heavy and cumbersome to be carried; 
the baggage of a traveller, etc. 
lugger (lug'er) [?], n. A vessel with two 
or three masts, and lug-saila. 
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lug-sail (lugsl) [?], «. A four-cornered 
sail bent to a yard hoisted to the 
mast. 

lugubrious (lu-gii'bri-us) P** l&Qtre, 
mournl, a. Mournful, dismal, funereal, 
lukewarm (look'wbrm) [M.E. luke, tepid], 
a. Moderately warm; (fig.) indifferent, 
lull (lul) [Unit.], v.t. To soothe to sleep, 
to calm. v.i. To subside, to become 
quiet, n. A temporary calm, lul'laby, 
n. A refrain for lulling a child to sleep, 
lumbago (lum-bS'gS) [L. from lumbus, 
loin], n. Rheumatism round the loins, 
lum'bar, a Pertaining to the loins, 
lumber (1) (ffim'ber) [?], v.i. To move 
heavily or clumsily; to make a heavy 
rumbling noise, lumbering, a. 
lumber (2) (lGm'bSr) [perh. the room where 
the Lombard bankers stored their pledges], 
n. Discarded articles of furniture, etc., 
taking up room; useless things; rubbish, 
refuse; (Am.) sawn timber, 
luminary (lu'mi-nar-i) [L. lUmen -inis, 
light], n. A body yielding light, esp. a 
heavenly body; (fig.) one who enlightens 
mankind, luminant, a. and n. lumin¬ 
escence, n. Tight otherwise than from 
the heat producing incandescence, lumin¬ 
ous (lu'mi-nus), o. luminos'ity, n. 
lump (lump) [prob. Scand.], n. A small 
mass of matter of no definite shape; 
heap, a lot; a swelling, v.t. To put 
together in a lump, to form into a mass; 
to treat as all alike, lumping, a. Large, 
heavy; bulky, lumpish, o. lumpy, a. 
Full of lumps; (Naut.) running in short 
waves that do not break, 
lunacy (loo'ni-si) [as LUNATIC], n. In 
sanity, formerly supposed to be caused by 
the moon; senseless conduct, 
lunar (loo'nar) [L. Idna , the moon], 
Pertaining to the moon; resembling the 
moon. 

lunatic (loo'nft-tik) [F. lunatique , as prec.], 
a. Insane; mad, crazy, extremely fool¬ 
ish. n. An insane person, 
lunch (ltinch) [?], n. A light repast be¬ 
tween breakfast and dinner, v.i. To 
take this, luncheon (Kin'chon), n. 
lung (lung) [A.-S. lungen], n. One of the 
two organs of respiration in air-breathing 
animals. „ , . 

lunge (lunj) [earlier allonge ], n. a 
sudden thrust with a sword, etc ;> 
plunge, v.i. To make a lunge; to strike 
out from the shoulder. . 

lupine (1) (loo'pin) [L. luplnus], ». A 
leguminous plant with spikes of white or 
coloured flowers, and for fodder, 
lupine (2) (lu-pin) [L. lupus, wolf], a. Per¬ 
taining to wolves; like a wolf, 
lupus (loo'pus) [L., wolf], n. A 
in» tuberculous or ulcerous inflammation 
oAhe skin, esp. of the face, 
lurch (1) (15rch) [F. lourche , a 16th-cent. 
game like backgammon], u. A helpless or 

lurch (2) mf£r To roll suddenly to one 
side (of a ship); to stagger, n. 
sudden roll sideways. 


lurcher, n. A dog supposed to be a cross 
between a collie and a greyhound, 
lure (lur) [O.F. leurre ], n. An object 
resembling a fowl, used to recall a hawk; 
an enticement, an allurement, v.t. To 
attract by a lure; to entice, 
lurid (lu'rid) [L. Hindus'], a. Of a pale 
colour, wan; ghastly, unearthly; (fig.) 
sensational (of a story, etc.), 
lurk (lerk) [?], v.i. To lie hid; to lie in 
wait; to exist unperceived, 
luscious (lush'us) [?], a. Very sweet, 
delicious; cloying, over-rich in imagery, 
lush (lush) [O.F. lasche , as LAX], a. Luxuri¬ 
ant in growth; succulent, juicy, 
lust (lust) [A.-S.], n. Animal desire or 
indulgence, lasciviousness; sensual appe¬ 
tite. v.i. To have powerful desire (for 
or after). lustful, a. 
lustre (lus'ter) [L. lustrdre, to lighten], n. 
Brightness, luminousness, gloss, sheen; a 
chandelier with pendants of cut glass; a 
fabric with a glossy surface; a glossy 
enamel on potterv, etc. lustrous, a. 
lusty (ltis'ti) [LUST, -Y], a. Full of health 
and vigour, lustily, adv. 
lute (lut) [Arab, al-'ud ], n. A stringed 
instrument somewhat resembling the 
guitar, v.t. To play on or as on the lute, 
luxuriant (lug-zur'i-ant) [L. luxuria, 
sumptuousness], a. Abundant in growth; 
plentiful, exuberant; fertile, prolific, 
rank; (fig.) ornate, florid, extravagant, 
luxuriance, n. luxurious, a. luxuri¬ 
ously, adv. luxury (luk'su-ri), n. 
Habitual indulgence in expensive plea¬ 
sures; luxurious living; that which is 
delightful, esp. to the appetite. 

-ly [A.-S. a., like], suf. Forming 

adjectives, as ghastly, manly, or adverbs, 
as badly, heavily. 

lyceum (li-se'um) [Gr. Lukeion, nom. -os, 
pertaining to Apollo], n. The garden at 
Athens in which Aristotle taught; the 
Aristotelean philosophy or philosophic 
school; an institution for literary instruc¬ 
tion. 

lyddite (lid'it) [Lydd, in Kent], n. A 
powerful explosive composed mamly of 
picric acid. , _ 

Lydian (lid'i-an), a. Pertaining to Lydia, 
in Asia Minor, whose inhabitants were 
noted for voluptuousness; hence, effem¬ 
inate, soft. „ ,, , 

lye (II) [A.-S. leag], n. An alkaline solution 
strained from vegetable ashes; a cleansing 


material. 

lying (1) (li'ing) [lie (1), -ing], n. Act or 
habit of telling lies. a. False, deceitful, 
lyingly, adv. 

lying (2) [lie (2), -ING], n. Act or state 
of being recumbent, lying-in, n. 
Child-bed; lying in child-birth. 

lymph (limf) [L. lympha], «. (poet.) 
Water or any clear fluid; (Physiol.) a 
colourless, alkaline fluid in the body 
resembling blood without the red cor¬ 
puscles; matter containing the virus of a 
disease used in vaccination, lymphat ic, 
a. Pertaining to lymph; phlegmatic, 
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lynch (linch) [Charles Lynch (1736-96) a 
Virginian farmer], v.t. To judge and 
punish, esp. by death, by lynch law. 
lynch law : Summary punishment with¬ 
out regular trial. 

lynx (links) [Gr. lunx ], n. An animal of 
the oat tribe, with tufted ear-tips, short 
tail, and extremely sharp sight, lynx- 
eyed, n. Having sharp sigut. 
lyre (lir) [Gr. lura ], n. A stringed musical 
instrument of the harp kind; the constella¬ 
tion Lyra, lyre-bird, n. An Australian 
bird having the tail in the form of a lyre, 
lyric (lir'ik) [as prec.], a. Intended to be 
sung to the lyre; (of a poem) expressing 
the individual emotions of the poet. n. 
A lyrio poem, {pi.) verses used in lyric 
poetry, lyrical, o. lyricism, n. 


M 

ma (ms) [childish shortening of mamma], 
n. Mother. 

ma’am (mam, mam, m’m) [madam]. 
macadam (ma-kAd'am) [J. L. McAdam 
(d. 1836), road-engineer], n. Broken 

stone for macadamizing, macadamize, 
v.t. To make (a road) with macadam, 
macaroni (mAk-a-ro'ni) [It.], n. A paste 
of fine wheaten flour formed into long 
Blender tubes, a fop, a dandy, macaronic 
(-ron'ik), o. Consisting of a jumble of 
words of different languages in burlesque 
poetry, n. {pi.) Macaronic verse, 
macaroon (mak-a-roon') [It.], n. A small 
sweet cake flavoured with almonds, 
macaw (mA-kaw') [Port.], n. A large S. 

American parrot with beautiful plumage, 
mace (1) (mas) [O.F.], n. A club with a 
heavy metal head, usu. spiked; a staff of 
office; a flat-headed stick used in baga¬ 
telle. 

mace (2) [P. wacw], n. a spice made 
from the dried covering of the nutmeg, 
macerate (mAs'6r-at) [L. mdceratus ], v.t. 
To soften by steeping; to separate by a 
digestive process; to cause to waste 
away, macera'tion, n. 

Machiavel lian (mak'i-A-vel-i-An) [hVachia-, 
leUi ( d. 1527), Florentine statesman], a. and 
n. Intriguing and unscrupulous, 
machinate (mAk'i-nat) [L. mdchindtus, 
contrived], v.i. To contrive, plot, in¬ 
trigue. machina'tion, n. 
machine (ma-shen') [Gr. michant, from 
michos , means, contrivance], n. An 
apparatus by which motive power is 
applied; any mechanism for applying or 
directing force; (Jig.) a person who acts 
without intelligence; a bicycle or tri¬ 
cycle; (Gr. Ant.) a contrivance for 
effecting change of scenery or introducing 
a supernatural being; hence, supernatural 
agency in a poem, etc. v.t. To effect by 
means of machinery, machine-gun, n. 
A light piece of ordnance loaded and fireL 
automatically, machine-shop, n. a 
large workshop where machines are mn.de 
or repaired, machinery, n. machinist. 


n. One who constructs, works, or tends 
a machine. 

mackerel (mak'6r-61) [O.F. mukerel (F. 
maquereau ), etym. unknown], n. A well- 
known, edible sea-fish, mackerel-sky, 
n. A sky with small roundish masses of 
cirro-^";uulus. 

mackintosh (mAk'in-tosh) [Charles Mackin¬ 
tosh (d. 1843) inventor], n. A waterproof 
material of rubber and cloth; a coat 
made of this. 

macro- [Gr. makros , long], comb. form. 
Great, large (as opp. to small), macro- 
cephaiic (mAk-ro-sd-fAl'ik), a. Large¬ 
headed. macrocosm (mAk'rd-kozm) 
[COSMOS], n. The great world, the 
universe, opp. to microcosm, 
mad (mad) [A.-S. gemoedd), a. Disordered 
in mind, insane, crazy; furious, wildly 
excited; infatuated, wild; exceedingly 
foolish, v.t. To make mad. madcap, 
a. Eccentric, n. A person of wild and 
eccentric habits, madhouse, n. A 
lunatic-asylum, madly, adv. madman, 
-woman, n. madness, n. madden, v. 
To make or become mad. 
madam (mad'am) [O.F. ma dame, my 
lady], n. A title usu. given to married 
or elderly ladies. 

madder (mAd'er) [A.-S. mcedere ], n. A 
shrubby climbing-plant the root of which 
is used in dyeing, the dye obtained thence. 
™ade (mad) [p.p. of make], a. made up: 
Artificial (of complexion, etc.); invented, 
coined (as a story). 

Madeira (ma-der'a), n. A white wine 
made in Madeira. 

mademoiselle (mAd-e-md-iel') [F.], n. 
(pi. mcsdemoiselles, ma-) A title 
given to a young unmarried lady, Miss. 
Madonna (ma-don'a) [It.], n. The Virgin 
Mary; a picture or statue of the Virgin 
Mary. 

madrigal (mAd'ri-gAl) [It. madrigale], n. 
An unaccompanied vocal composition in 
parts, a glee. 

maelstrom (mAI'strom) [Dut. malen , to 
whirl, stroom , stream], n. A dangerous 
whirlsool off Norway ; (Jig.) a turmoil, an 
overwhelming situation, 
maenad (me'nad) [Gr. Mamas -ados, from 
mainesthal , to rave], n. A woman who 
took part iD the orgies of Bacchus. 
maestro (ma-es'tro) [It., Mastek], n. 
(pi. -trl, -tre) A master in any art, esp. 
in music. 

magazine (mAg-A-z§n') [Arab, makhdzin , 
storehouses], n. A depot, warehouse, esp. 
for military stores and ammunition; a 
storeroom for gunpowder, etc., aboard 
ship; the cartridge-chamber in a magazine- 
gun; a periodical publication containing 
articles by different writers, magazine- 
gun, n. A rifle or other gun fed with 
cartridges from a magazine, 
magenta (mA-jen'tA) [Ital. city where 
battle was fought just before this was 
discovered (1859)], n. A brilliant crimson 
aniline dye. 

maggot (mAg'ot) [?], n. A grub, the larva 
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of a fly ; (Jig.) a whim, a crotchet, mag¬ 
goty* «• 

magic (mflj'ik) [Gr. magikos, as magus], 
n. The pretended art of employing super¬ 
natural power; sorcery, witchcraft; 
(fig.) any agency that has astonishing 
results, a. Pertaining to, used in, or 
using magic; exercising supernatural 
powers, magical, a. iragician (m&- 
jish'an), n. An enchante. a wizard, 
magisterial (m&j-is-ter'i-Al) [L. magister , 
master], a. Pertaining to or befitting a 
magistrate; authoritative, commanding; 
domineering; oracular, 
magistrate (m&j'is-trat) [L. magulr&tus , as 
master], n. A public officer, commissioned 
to administer the law, a Justice of the 
Peace, magistracy, n. 
magnanimous (m&g-n£n'i-mus) [L. mag¬ 
nus , great, animus , soul], a. Great 
minded, elevated in sentiment; brave, 
generous, magnanim'ity, n. 
magnate (mag'nat) [L. magnus , great], n. 

A person of rank or distinction, 
magnesia (mSg-ne'sha) [pertaining to 
Magnesia, Thessaly], n. Oxide ^ of mag¬ 
nesium, a white alkaline antacid earth; 
hydrated carbonate of magnesia, used as 
a laxative, magnesium, n. A diatomic 
metallic element, the base of magnesia, 
magnet (mSg'n6t) [Gr. Magnes -netos. 
(stone) of Magnesia, see prec.], n. The 
loadstone; a body to which the properties 
of attracting Iron and pointing to the 
poles have been imparted; (fig.) a thing 
or person exercising powerful attraction, 
magnetic, a. Pertaining to or having 
the properties of a magnet; (fig.) attrac¬ 
tive; mesmeric; (pi.) the science or 
principles of magnetism, magnetic 
needle: A slender poised bar of mag¬ 
netized steel, as in the mariner’s compass, 
pointing north and south, mag'netism, 
n. The property whereby certain bodies, 
esp. Iron and its compounds, attract or 
repel each other according to certain laws, 
the science treating of this property, its 
conditions or laws; the attractive power 
itself; (fig.) personal attractiveness, 
charm, magnetize, v.t. To communi¬ 
cate magnetic properties to; to attract as 
with a magnet; to mesmerize, v.i. To 
become magnetic, magnetiza'tion, n. 
mag'netizer, n. magneto (m&g-ne'to), 
n. A magneto-electric machine used for 
igniting the explosive mixture in the 
cylinder of an internal-combustion engine, 
magnificent (mag-nif'i-sCnt) [L. magnifi- 
centior , compar. of magnificus (magnus , 
great, -PIO)], a. Grand in appearance, 
majestic; characterized by sumptuous¬ 
ness, splendour, or generous profusion; 
excellent, magnificence, n. 
magnify (mag'ni-fl) [L. magnus , great, 
-FT], v.t. To increase the apparent size of 
(an object); to make greater, to increase; 
to extol, glorify; to exaggerate, mag¬ 
nification, n. mag'nifier, n. 
magniloquent (m&g-nil'6-kw6nt) [L. mag- 
nus % great, loqux y to speak], o. Using 


high-flown, pompous language, mag¬ 
niloquence, n. 

magnitude (m&g'ni-tud) [L. magnus , great, 
-tude], n. Size, extent, amount, 
magnolia (m&g-noTi-a) [P. Magnol (d. 
1715), F. botanist], n. A beautiful 
flowering tree. 

magnum (mag'num) [L.. great], n. A 
bottle containing two quarts; two quarts, 
magpie (mag'pi) [Mag, short for Margaret , 
fie (1)], n. A chattering bird with black 
and white plumage; (fig.) a chatterer; 

( shooting ) a hit on the outermost division 
but one of the target. 

Magus (m&'gus) [L., from Gr. magos\, n. 
(pi. -gi, -jl) A priest among the Medea 
and Persians; a magician, the Magi : 
The three Wise Men of the East who 
brought presents to the infant Saviour. 
Magyar (mag'yar) [native], n. One of 
the Mongoloid race dominant in Hungary; 
their language. 

Maharajah (ma-ha-ra'ja) [Sansk. maM, 
great, rajah], n. The title of some 
Indian princes. 

Mahatma (ma-hat'mA) [Sansk. mahd, 
great, atman , soul], n. ( Esoteric Buddhism ) 
An adept of the highest order. 

Mahdi (ma'di) [Arab, mahdiy, he who is 
divinely guided], n. The Mohammedan 
messiah, a title often assumed by rebel 
leaders in the Sudan, 
mahogany (ma-hog'a-ni) [prob. native 
Amer.], n. The hard, fine-grained wood 
of a tree of tropical America; the tree 
iteelf; the colour yellowish-brown, 
mahout (ma-hout') [Hind.], n. An 
elephant-driver or keeper, 
maid (mad) [from maiden], n. A girl, a 
young unmarried woman, a virgin; a 
female servant. 

maiden (madn) [A.-S. mcegden , dim. of 
mcegth], n. A girl; a spinster; an early 
form of guillotine: (Cricket) an over in 
which no runs are made. a. Pertaining 
to a maid, unmarried; new, unused, 
untried; never captured (of a fortress); 
Dever having won a prize (of a horse); 
open to such horses (of a race), maiden¬ 
hair, n. A fern with delicate fronds, 
mail (1) (m&l) [O.F. maille L. macula ], 
n. Defensive armour for the body, 
formed of rings, chains, or scales; (fig.) 
any defensive covering, 
mail (2) (mab [O.F. male (F. malle )], n. 
A bag for the conveyance of letters, etc.; 
the letters, etc., conveyed by the post; 
the system of conveying these; the post, 
esp. for abroad, a mail-train or ship. 
v.t. To send by mail, to post, 
maim (m5m) [M.E. mahaym , O.F. ma- 
haignier ], n. A disabling mutilation or 
injury, v.t. To deprive of the use of n 
limb; to cripple, mutilate, 
main (1) (man) [Icel. megn , strong, or foil.], 
a. Concentrated or fully exerted (of 
force): principal, most important, main- 
brace, n. (Naut.) A brace attached to 
the mainyard. mainland, n. The prin¬ 
cipal body of land, as opposed to islands. 
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etc. mainmast, n. The principal mast 
of a ship, mainsail (man'sal, mansl), n. 
A sail bent to the main-yard of a square- 
rigged ship; the sail set on the after part 
of the mainmast of a fore-and-aft rigged 
vessel, mainspring, n. The chief 
spring of a watch, etc. mainstay, n. 
(Naut .) The stay from the main-top to the 
foot of the foremast; (fig.) the chief 
support, main-top, n. (Naut.) A plat¬ 
form above the head of the lower main¬ 
mast. main-yard, n. (Naut.) The yard 
on which the mainsail is extended, 
mainly, adv. Principally, chiefly; in the 
main; greatly, strongly. 

main (2) [A.-S. mcegen ], n. Strength, 
force, violent effort; the main or high sea, 
the ocean; a chief sewer, conduit, con¬ 
ductor, etc. 

maintain (man-tan') [P. maintenir , L. 
manfiy with the hand, tenere , to hold], v.t. 
To hold, preserve, or carry on in any 
state; to keep up; to provide with the 
means of living; to keep in proper repair; 
to affirm, to support by reasoning, argu¬ 
ment, etc. maintainable, a. main'- 
tenance, n. Act of maintaining; sus¬ 
tenance ; (Law) officious intermeddling in 
a suit in which the person has no interest. 

maize (maz) [Cuban, mahiz] y n. Indian 
corn. 

majesty (maj'6-sti) [L. majestas , cogn. 
with MAJOR], n. The quality of inspiring 
awe ; impressive dignity, stateliness; 
sovereign power; a title of kings, queens, 
and emperors, majestic, a. 

majolica (ma-jol'-, -yol'i-ka) [It.], w. A 
fine enamelled Italian pottery. 

major (ma'jor) [L., comp, of magnus , 
great], a. Greater in number, quantity, 
or extent; more important; (Mus.) 
standard, applied to a third consisting of 
four semitones, n. A person of full age; 
(Mil.) an officer next above captain and 
below lieutenant-colonel, major-domo, 
n. The chief officer of a household, a 
steward, major-general, n. An officer 
ranking next below lieutenant-general, 
majority (ma-jor'i-ti), n. The greater 
number; more than half; amount of 
difference between the greater and the 
less number; full age; rank or office of a 
major. 

make (m&k) [A.-S. macian ], v.t. (past and 
p.p. made) To frame, produce, give rise 
to, effect, bring about; to execute, 
accomplish (with nouns expressing action); 
to compose (as verses, etc.); to prepare 
for use; to enact; to raise to a rank; to 
constitute, form, turn out to be; to gain, 
acquire; to move (towards, etc.); to 
compel (to do); to represent to be; to 
calculate or decide to be; to reach the 
end of; to serve for; to fetch, as a price; 
(Naut.) to come near or in sight of; to 
arrive at. v.i. To move, tend, or lie (i» 
a specified direction); to contribute, to 
have effect (for or to); to flow (of the 
tide); to act in a specified way (as mike 
bold), n. Form, shape; style; disposi¬ 


tion, mental or moral constitution, 
make-believe, n. A pretence, a sham, 
a. Unreal; counterfeit, makeshift, n. 
A temporary expedient, a. Used as a 
makeshift, make-up, n. The arrange¬ 
ment of type into columns or pages; the 
manner in which an actor is dressed, etc., 
for a character; the materials used for 
this, make-weight, n. That which is 
thrown into a scale to make weight; a 
stop-gap. maker, n. making, n. 
making-up, n. Balancing of accounts, 
mal- [L. male , badly], pref. Bad, badly, 
as in malodorous , maltreat. 
malachite (mal'4-kit) [Gr. malache, mallow], 
n. A bright green carbonate of copper, 
maladministra tion [MAL-administer], n. 
Defective or vicious management, esp. of 
public affairs. 

maladroit' [F.], a. Awkward, clumsy, 
malady (mal'a-di) [F. maladie] y n. A 
disease, ailment; a moral defect or 
disorder. 

malapropism (m&l'A-prop-izm) [Mrs. M ala- 
prop in Sheridan’s “ Rivals,” see foil.], 
n. Grotesque misapplication of words; 
a word misapplied. 

malapropos (m&l-a-prd-po') [F. mal d 
propos ], adv. Unseasonably, unsuitably, 
out of place, a. Unseasonable, etc. 
n. An inopportune thing, remark, 
event, etc. 

malaria (ma-l&r'i-d) [It. mal'aria (MAL-, 
AIR)], n. Noxious exhalations of marshy 
districts, formerly believed to produce 
fevers, etc.; various intermittent and 
remittent fevers due to germs introduced 
by mosquitoes, malarial, -ian, -ious, a 
malcontent (mal'kdn-tent) [O.F.], a. 
Discontented. 

male (mal) [O.F., from L. masculus], a. 
Pertaining to the sex that begets young; 
having stamens but no pistil (of flowers); 
(fig.) masculine, virile, n. One of the 
male sex; a plant or part that bears the 
fecundating organs. 

male- [L. male , ill, badly], pref. Ill, as in 
malefactor , malevolent. 
malediction (mal-e-dik'shun) [L. male- 
dictio (MALE-, dlcere, to speak)], n. A 
curse, imprecation, maledictory, a. 
malefactor (m&l'6-fak-tdr) [L. (male-, 
FACTOR], n. An evil-doer, a criminal, 
maleficent (md-lef'i-sent), a. Hurtful, 
mischievous. 

malevolent (ma-lev'o-16nt) [MALE-, L. 
volens, wishing], a. Wishing evil or 
injury to others; ill-disposed, malicious, 
malevolence, n. 

malformation (mSl-for-ma'shun) [mal-, 
formation], n. Faulty formation; a 
faulty structure. 

malice (mal'is) [L. malus % bad], n. A dis¬ 
position to injure others; a premeditated 
design to do evil, malicious (ma-lish'fis), 
a. 

malign (mi-lln') [male-, L. genus ], a. 
Pernicious, hurtful, v.t. To speak evil 
of, to slander, malignant (ma-lig'nant), 
a. malignancy, n. malignity, n. 
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malinger (ma-ling'g$r) [F. malingre , 
sickly], v.i. To pretend illness in order to 
shirk duty, malingerer, n. 
mall (mawl) [maul], n. A public walk, 
orig. a place where pall-mall was played, 
mailard (mAl'ard) [O.F. malart ], n. A 
wild duck. .. 

malleable (m&l'£-abl) [O.F.], a. Capable 
of being shaped by hammering; pliant, 
mallet (mal'6t) [F. maillet], n. A light 
hammer, usu. of wood, 
mallow (mal'o) [A.-S. mealwe ], n. A plant 
with pink or mauve flowers and hairy 
stems and foliage. 

malmsey (mam'zi) [Napoli di Monemvasia, 
town in Morea], n. A strong sweet white 
wine from the Canaries and Spain.. 
malt (mawlt) [A.-S. mealt], n. Gram, usu. 
barley, steeped in water and fermented, 
dried on a kiln, and used for brewing and 
distilling; malt-liquor, v.t. c « nv ® rt 
into or treat with malt. v.i. To be 
converted into malt, malt-liquor,. n. 
Liquor made from malt by fermentation, 
beer, stout, etc. maltster, n. A malt- 
maker. 

Maltese (mawl-tez') [Malta, Mediterranean 
isl.], a. Pertaining to Malta or its in¬ 
habitants. n. A native or natives of 
Malta; the Maltese language; a small 
spaniel with long silky hair, 
maltreat (m&l-tret') [mal-, treat], v.t. To 
ill-treat; to abuse, maltreatment, n. 
malversation (mal-v6r-sa'shun) [mal-, L. 
versari , to behave], n. Fraudulent con¬ 
duct, esp. corrupt administration of 
public funds. . . . 

mamma (ma-ma') [instinctive sound by 
inf ants], n. Mother, 
mammal (mim'al) [as prec.], n. One 
the Mammalia. Mammalia, n.pl. Ani¬ 
mals having milk-secreting organs for 
suckling their young, the highest division 
of vertebrates, mammalian, a. 
mammon (m&m'on) [Aram. mdmOnd, 
riches], n. Riches personified as an evil, 
mammoth (mam'oth) [Russ, mammal], n. 
An extinct species of elephant, a. Gigan¬ 
tic, huge. . _ . 

man (man) [A.-S. manri ], n. (pi. men) 
A human being, esp. an adult male; 
(collect.) mankind, the human race; an 
individual; manhood; a manservant, a 
workman; ( pi .) soldiers, esp. privates, 
pieces used in playing chess, etc. v.t. 
To furnish with men, esp. for military 
service; (fig.) to fortify the courage of 
(esp. oneself), man-hole, n. A hole in 
a floor, parts of machinery, etc., to allow 
entrance for cleansing and repairs, man- 
of-war, n. A warship belonging to a navy, 
manservant, n. manslaughter, n. The 
killing of a human being, without malice, 
man-slayer, n. One who commits man¬ 
slaughter. manful, a. Brave, courageous, 
resolute, manly, manhood, n. State of 
being a man; manliness, courage, resolu¬ 
tion. mankind', n. The-human species; 
(man'kind) men as dist. from humanity, 
manly, a. Having the finer qualities 


characteristic of a man, courageous, 
magnanimous; befitting a man; mannish 
mannish, a. Masculine, characteristic of 
a man, unwomanly. 

manacle (man'akl) [L. manicula , dim. of 
rnanus , hand], n. A handcuff, fetter. 
v t. To put manacles on; to fetter. 

manage (man'a]) [It. maneggiare , as prec.], 
v.t. To conduct, carry on, control; to 
conduct the affairs of; to handle; to lead 
or guide by flattery, etc., to train (as a 
horse); to deal with, make use of. 

To direct affairs; to get on (with or 
without); to succeed (with), manage¬ 
able, o. management, n. Act of 
managing; administration; board of 
directors, etc.; skilful employment of 
means, manager, n. One who manages 
a business, institution, etc.; one skilled 
in management (usu. with good, bad, eic.). 
manageress, n. managerial (-jer l-al), 
a. managing, a. Having the manage¬ 
ment of a business, department, etc.; 
careful, economical. 

manatee (man-a-te') [Canb. manattoui], 
n. The sea-cow, a large herbivorous 
mammal. . . .. , , 

-mancy [Gr. manteia , divination], suf. 
Divination by, as in necromancy , pyro¬ 
mancy. 

mandamus (m&n-da'mfis) [L., we com¬ 
mand], n. A writ requiring a person, 
corporation, or inferior court to do some 
particular thing. . 

mandarin (man'da-rin) [Port, mandarxm , 
Hindi mantrX], n. A Chinese official. 


.Hindi mamn j, n. 

mandate (m&n'dat) [L. mand&tum, com- -; r 
manded], n. An authoritative charge or 
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order; a judicial command to an officer 
or subordinate court; an agreement by a 
mandatary to perform gratuitously a duty 
regarding property committed to him; a 
rescript of the Pope; a direction to a 
representative to undertake certain legis¬ 
lation, etc. mandatary (m&n'da-tar-i), 
n. mandatory, a. and n. 
mandible (m&n'dibl) [L. mandibula j, n. 

mandolin (m&n'd6-lin) [It. mandolino], n. 

A stringed, guitar-like musical instrument, 
mandragora (m&n-drag'or-a) [Gr. man- 
dragoras ], n. A thick, fleshy-rooted 
plant yielding a narcotic poison, 
mandrake (m&n'drak) [as prec.], n. 

Mandragora. . . 

mandrill (man'dril) [MAN, native drill], n. 

A ferocious W. African baboon, 
mane (man) [A.-S. manu ], n. The long 
hair on the neck of the horse, lion, etc. 
manes (ma'nez) [L.], n.pl. The spirits of 
the dead, esp. of one’s ancestors, 
manganese (mAng'ga-nez) [as MAGNESIA], 
n A greyish-white metallic element, 
mange (manj) [O.F. manjue ], n. A skin 
disease of cattle, dogs, etc. mangy, a. 
mangel-wurzel (mangl-werzl) [G. man¬ 
gold, beet, wurzel , root], ». A large-rooted 
variety of beet. 

manger (man'jSr) [O.F. mangeure ], n. A 
trough for horses or cattle to eat out of. 
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mangle (1) (mangl) [O.P. mahaigner , to 
maim], v.t. To mutilate; to disfigure by 
hacking; (Jig.) to mar, destroy the sym¬ 
metry or completeness of. 
mangle (2) [Dut. mangel], n. A rolling- 
machine for pressing and smoothing damp 
linen, v.t. To press and smooth with a 
mangle; to calender, 
mango (ming'go) [Tamil mdnkdy ], n. (pi. 

-goes) An East Indian tree, 
mangosteen (ming'gd-sten) [Malay mang- 
gustan], n. An East Indian tree with a 
sweet, orange-like fruit, 
mangrove (mang'grdv) [?], n. A tropical 
tree growing in muddy places by the 
coast. 

mania (m5'ni-A) [Gr. cogn. with mainesthai, 
to be mad], n. A form of mental derange¬ 
ment characterized by hallucination, 
emotional excitement, and violence; 
(fig.) a craze, maniac,n. mani'acal,a. 
-mania [as prec.], suf. Denoting special 
kinds of derangement, excessive en¬ 
thusiasm, etc., as kleptomania, megalo¬ 
mania, monomania, -maniac, pen. suf. 
manicure (m&n'i-kur) [L. manus , hand, 
cura, care], v.t. To trim the finger-nails, 
etc. 

manifest (m&n'i-fest) [through P. mani- 
feste or directly from L. manifestos (prob. 
mani -, manu, manus, hand, festus , struck, 
cogn. with depend)], a. Not concealed; 
plainly apparent, clear, obvious: ^detected. 
v.t. To make manifest, to show clearly; 
to display, to exhibit, to evince; to be 
evidence of; to reveal or exhibit (itself); 
to record in a ship’s manifest, v.i. To 
make a public demonstration of opinion; 
(Spiritualism) to reveal its presence (of a 
spirit), n. A list of a ship’s cargo for 
the use of the custom-house officers; *a 
manifesto, manifestation (-t&'shun), n. 
manifesto (m&n-i-fes'to) [It., as prec.], n. 
(pi. -tos) A public declaration, esp. by a 
government, sovereign, or other authori¬ 
tative body, of opinions, motives, or 
intentions. *v.i. To issue a manifesto, 
manifold (min'i-fold) [A.-S. manigfeald 
(MANY, -FOLD)], a. Of various forms or 
kinds; many and various, abundant; 
shown, applied, or acting in various ways, 
manikin (m&n'i-kin) [Dut. manneken, dim. 
of man, man, see -kin (cp. F. mannequin )], 
n. A. little man, a dwarf. 

Manila (mi-nil'a) [capital of Philippine 
Is.], n. A kind of cheroot made at 
Manila; applied to a tough hemp and a 
strong brown paper made from this, 
manipulate (m&-nip'u-iat) [L. manipulus ], 
v.t. To handle, to treat with the hands, 
esp. skilfully; to manage, influence, or 
tamper with, manipulation, n. manip'- 
ulative, a. manipulator, n. 
manna (m&n'A) [Heb.], n. The food 
miraculously supplied to the Israelites in 
the wilderness. 

manner (min'6r) [L. manudrius, pertaining 
to the hand], n. The mode in which any¬ 
thing is done: method, style; use, 
custom; bearing, address; sort, kind; 


(pi.) behaviour, deportment, habits show¬ 
ing good breeding; social conditions, 
mannered, a. Having manners (as 
ill-mannered); affected, mannerism, n. 
Excessive adherence to the same manner; 
peculiarity of style, mannerless, a. 
manoeuvre (ma-noo'ver) [F., from L. 
manu operari, to work with the hand], n. 
A tactical movement by troops or war¬ 
ships; (pi.) tactical exercises in imitation 
of war; (fig.) artful management, a strata¬ 
gem. v.i. To perform manceu e3; to 
manage with skill, v.t. To cause (troops) 
to perform manoeuvres; to effect by means 
of strategy, to manipulate, 
manor (man'Ar) [O.P. manoir , L. manSre , 
to dwell], n. A landed estate consisting 
of a demesne and certain rights over lands 
held by freehold tenants, manor-house, 
n. manorial, a. 

manse (mins) [med. L. mansa, a house, 
as prec.], n. The residence of a Pres¬ 
byterian minister. 

mansion (mAn'shfin) [O.F., from L. 
mansio, as prec.], n. A superior residence 
of considerable size; (pi.) & large building 
divided into residential flats; an abode, 
mansion-house, n. A manor-house; 
the official residence of a Lord Mayor, 
mantel (mintl) [as mantle], n. The 
ornamental facing around a fire-place with 
the shelf above it. mantelpiece, n. A 
mantel, esp. the shelf, 
mantilla (man-til'A) [Sp., MANTLE], n. A 
woman’s light cloak, a hood or veil, 
mantle < mintl) [O.F. mantel, L. mantcllum ], 
n. A loose outer garment; (fig.) a cover¬ 
ing; coated network placed round a gas- 
jet to give an incandescent light, v.t. To 
clothe in a mantle; to cover, envelop; to 
suffuse, v.i. To be overspread (as with 
a blush); to suffuse the cheeks (of a 
blush), to become coated (of liquids), 
manual (m&n'u-Al) [L. manus, hand], a. 
Pertaining to or performed with the hands, 
n. A handbook; a service book; an organ 
keyboard. 

manufacture (min-u-fak'chilr) [L. mand, 
by hand, factura, from facere, to make], n. 
The making of articles by means of labour 
or machinery; (pi.) the products of in¬ 
dustry or any particular industry, v.t. 
To make or work up for use; to produce 
or fashion by labour or machinery, esp. 
on a large scale; to fabricate, invent (a 
story, evidence, etc.), manufactory, n. 
manufacturer, n. 

manumit (m&n-u-mit') [L. mand, by 
hand, mittere , to send], v.t. To release 
from slavery, manumission, n. 
manure (ma-nur') [corr. of manoeuvre], 
v.t. To enrich (soil) with fertilizers, n. 
Any substance, as dung, or chemical 
preparations, used to fertilize land, 
manuscript (min'u-skript) [L. mand, by 
hand, scriptus, written], a. Written by 
hand. n. A written (as opp. to printed) 
document. 

Manx (minks) [Icel. manskf], a. Per¬ 
taining to the Isle of Man or its inhabitants. 
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n. The people of the Isle of Man; the 
Celtic language spoken by these, 
many (men'i) [A.-S. manig ], a. Nu¬ 
merous; comprising a great number. 
Maori (mour.i) [native], n. One of the 
aborigines of New Zealand; their language, 
map (m&p) [L. mappa, napkin], n. A 
representation of a portion of the earth’s 
surface, or the heavens, upon a plane. 
v.t. To represent in a map; to plan (out) 
in exact detail. 

maple (mapl) [A.-S.], n. A tree allied to 
the sycamore; the wood of this, 
mar (mar) [A.-S. merran ], v.t. To spoil, 
ruin; to disfigure. 

maraschino (mar-a-ske'no) [It.], n. A 
liqueur distilled from bitter black cherries, 
maraud (ma-rawd 7 ) [F. maraud , rogue], 
v.i. To rove in quest of plunder; to 
make a raid (on), v.t. To plunder, 
marauder, n. 

marble (marbl) [O.F. marbre , L. marmor ], 
n. A crystalline limestone taking a fine 
polish; a piece of sculpture in this ( usu. 
in pi.); a small hard ball used as a toy. 
march (1) (march) [F. marche, MARK (1)]. 
n. The boundary of a territory; a border¬ 
land between two countries, v.i. To 
border (upon) or have a common frontier 
(with). 

march (2) [F. marcher'], v.i. To move with 
regular steps; to walk in a grave deliberate 
manner, v.t. To cause to move in mili¬ 
tary order, n. Act of marching; a 
deliberate or measured movement, esp. 
of soldiers; the distance marched in a 
day; ( Mus .) a composition for accom¬ 
panying a march. 

March (3) [A.-F. marche , L. Martius , per¬ 
taining to Mars], n. The third month of 
the year. 

marchioness (mar'sho-nSs) [low L. mar- 
chidnissa ], n. The wife or widow of a 
marquess, or a woman holding this rank 
in her own right. 

marconigram (mar-ko'ni-gr&m) [Gug- 
lielmo Marconi (6. 1874), inventor, 

-GRAM], n. A message sent by the 
Marconi system of wireless telegraphy, 
mare (mar) [A.-S. mere], n. The female of 
the horse, mare’s-nest, n. A discovery 
that turns out a delusion, 
margarine (mar'ga-rin, -ren) [F. margarin, 
Gr. margaritis , pearl], n. An artificial 
butter. 

margin (mar'jin) [L. margo - ginis ], n. An 
edge, a border, a brink; the space round 
the printed matter on a page; the space 
within which a thing is just possible; an 
allowance for contingencies, growth, etc.; 
the difference between cost and selling 
price, marginal, a. marginalia, n.pl. 
Marginal notes. 

margrave (mar'grSv) [Dut. markgraaf 
(MARK (1), graaf, a count)], n. A German 
title of nobility, mar'gravine, n. The 
wife of a margrave. 

marguerite (mar'ger-et) [F., as MAR¬ 
GARINE], n. The ox-eye daisy and other 
varieties of chrysanthemum. 


marigold (mSr'i-gold) [the Virgin Mary , 
GOLD], n. A plant bearing a bright yellow 
flower. 

marine (ma-ren 7 ) [L. mare, the sea], a. 
Pertaining to the sea; used in navigation, 
nautical, naval, n. The shipping or 
navy of a country; {pi.) troops for 
service on warships, mar'iner, n. A 
seaman, a sailor. 

marionette (m3,r-i-o-net 7 ) [dim. of Marion, 
dim. of Mary], n. A puppet moved by 
strings on a mimic stage, 
marital (m&r'i-tal) [L. maritus, husband], a. 

Pertaining to a husband or to wedded life, 
maritime (m&r'i-tlm) [L. maritimus, as 
Marine], a. Pertaining to or bordering 
on the sea; having a navy or commerce 
by sea (of countries, cities, etc.), 
marjoram (mar'jo-ram) [O.F. marjorane], 
n. A herb of the mint family, 
mark (1) (mark) [A.-S. mearc], n. A visible 
sign, a stroke, cut, dot, etc.; a symbol, 
character, token; an object to aim at; 
a limit, a standard; a distinguishing 
feature, a symptom; a boundary, frontier, 
or limit, v.t. To make a mark on; to 
distinguish by a mark or marks; to single 
out; to pay heed to; to be a feature of; 
to express or produce by marks; to record 
^points in games); to award (merit in 
examination), v.i. To observe critically, 
to take note, markedly, ad v. marked - 
ness, n. marker, n. One who marks; 
a counter used in card-playing; one who 
notes the score at billiards, etc. 
mark (2) (mark) [A.-S. marc], n. A 
German silver coin, nominally worth 
rather less than Is. 

market (mar'ket) [late A.-S. and O. North. 
F.] n. A meeting for buying and selling; 
the place for this; a locality regarded as a 
place for buying and selling commodities 
in general or a particular form of mer¬ 
chandise ; demand for a commodity, 
value as determined by this. v.i. To deal 
in a market, v.t. To sell in a market, 
market-garden, n. A garden in which 
vegetables and fruit are raised for market, 
market town, n. A town holding a 
public market, marketable, a. 
marking (mar'king) [MARK (1), -ING], a. 
Producing a mark. n. Marks or colour¬ 
ing, esp. on natural objects, 
marksman (marks'man) [MARK (1), man], 
n. One skilled in aiming at a mark; one 
who shoots well, marksmanship, n. 
marl (marl) [O.F. marie], n. Clay con¬ 
taining calcareous matter, used as a 
fertilizer, v.t. To manure with marl, 
marline (mar'lin) [Dut. marlijn ], n. 
(Maul.) A small two-stranded line, used 
for lashing, etc. marline-spike, n. A 
pin for opening the strands of rope, 
marmalade (mar'ma-lad) [Port, marme - 
lada (marmelo, quince)], n. A preserve 
prepared from oranges or lemons, 
marmoreal (mar-mor 7 6-al) [L. marmor y 
marble], o. Like marble, cold, smooth, 
marmoset (mar'mo-zet) [O.F., a grotesque 
image], n. A small monkey. 
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marmot (mar'mot) [P. marmotte ], n. A 
squirrel-like rodent about the size of a 
rabbit. 

maroon (1) (ma-roon') [P. matron, chest¬ 
nut], a. and n. A brownish-crimson colour, 
maroon (2) (ma-roon') [Sp. cimarron, 
savage], n. Fugitive slaves in the West 
Indies and their descendants; one who 
has been marooned, v.t. To put ashore 
and abandon on a desolate island, 
marquee (mar-k§') [P. Marquise], n. A 
large field-tent. 

marquess, marquis (mar'kwAs) [O.P. 
marchis , warden of the marches], n. A 
title of nobility next below a duke and 
above an earl, marquisate, n. 
marquetry (mar'ket-ri) [P. marqueter , to 
inlay], n. Work inlaid with fine wood, 
ivory, metal, plates, etc. 
marriage (mar'aj) [F. manage, as marital], 
n. The legal union of a man and woman, 
wedlock; a wedding, marriageable, a. 
Fit or of age for marriage, 
married (mar'id) \jp.p . of marry], a. 
United in marriage; pertaining to married 
persons, conjugal. 

marrow (mar'o) [A.-S. mearg ], n. A fatty 
substance in the cavities of bones; (Jig.) 
the essence, the pith; a vegetable marrow, 
marrowbone, «. A bone containing 
marrow, marrowfat, n. A large variety 
of pea. 

marry (m&r'i) [L. marlt&re , see MARITAL], 
v.t. To unite as man and wife; to give 
in marriage; to take for one’s husband 
or wife. v.i. . To enter into wedlock, 
marsh (marsh) [A.-S. mersc], n. Land 
covered wholly or partially with water; a 
swamp, marshy, a. 

marshal (mar'shal) [O.H.G. marah , horse, 
scalh , servant], n. An officer regulating 
ceremonies and directing processions; an 
officer of state; a military and Air-Force 
officer of high rank; a field-marshal. 
v.t. To arrange in order; to conduct in a 
ceremonious manner, v.i. To assemble, 
to take up a position (of armies, pro¬ 
cessions, etc.), marshaller, n. 
marsupial (mar-su'pi-al) [Gr. marsipos , 
bag], a. Belonging to the Marsupialia , 
carrying the young in a pouch, as the 
kangaroos and opossums, n. Any in¬ 
dividual of the Marsupialia. 
mart (mart) [MARKET], n. A market or 
market-place; an auction-room, 
marten (mar'ten) [O.Teut., marthuz ], n. 
A small carnivorous mammal allied to the 
weasel, with a valuable fur. 
martial (mar'shal) [L. Martialis, from 
MARS], a. Pertaining to war; courageous, 
martin (mar'tin) [St. Martin of Tours 
(4th cent.)], «. A bird allied to the 
swallow. 

martinet (mar-ti-net') [Gen. Martinet , 
officer under Loui3 XIV], «. A strict 
disciplinarian. 

martingale (mar'ting-gAl) [F.], n. A 
strap fastened to a horse’s girth to keep 
the head down. 

.Martinmas (mar'tin-mAs) [martin, mass 


(1)], n. The feast of St. Martin, 11th 
Nov. 

martyr (mar't&r) [Gr. martur , a witness], 
n. One who suffers death or persecution 
in defence of his faith or principles, v.t. 
To put to death for adherence to one’s 
belief, etc.; to persecute, martyrdom, 
n. martyrol'ogy, n. A list or history 
of martyrs. 

marvel (mar'vAl) [O.F. merveille ], n. A 
wonderful or astonishing thing; a prodigy, 
v.t. To be astonished (at or that); to 
wonder, marvellous, a. and *adv. 
mascot (mAs'kbt) [F.], n. An object or 
person that brings luck, 
masculine (mAs'ku-lin) [L. masculinus, see 
male], a. Belonging to or having the 
qualities of the male sex; robust, vigorous; 
manly; denoting the male gender, mas¬ 
culinity, n. 

mash (mAsh) [A.-S.], n. Ingredients 
crushed and mixed into a pulp. v.t. To 
crush into a pulpy mass, 
mask (mask) [F. masque , or as MAS¬ 
QUERADE], n. A covering for the face, 
for protection or disguise; an impression 
of a face in plastic material; a pretence, 
a subterfuge; a masque, v.t. To cover 
or disguise with a mask; (Mil.) to hide 
(a battery, etc.) behind cover, v.i. To 
go in disguise, masker [MASQUER], 
mason (ma'son) [O.F. matron], n. A 
mechanic who works in stone; a free¬ 
mason. mason'ic, a. ma'sonry,«. 
masque (mask) [F.], n. A play formerly 
presented in noblemen’s houses, the per¬ 
formers wearing masks, orig. in dumb show, 
masquer, n. 

masquerade (m&s-k6r-ad') [Sp. mascarada , 
Arab, maskhara , a buffoon], n. A ball at 
which people wear masks; disguise, 
pretence, v.i. To pass oneself off in a 
false guise, masquerader, n. 
mass (1) (mas) [A.-S. mcesse ], n. The 
R.O. celebration of the eucharist; the 
office for this; a setting of certain portions 
of this to music. 

mass (2) (mAs) [F. masse], n. A body of 
matter collected into a whole of indefinite 
shape; a compact aggregation of things; 
a great quantity; the principal part, the 
majority (of); volume, bulk. v.t. To 
form into a mass; to concentrate (as 
troops), v.i. To gather into a mass, 
massive, o. Heavy, ponderous; bulky, 
massy, a. 

massacre (mas'a-k6r) [F.], n. Indis¬ 
criminate slaughter; carnage, v.t. To 
kill indiscriminately. 

massage (ma-sazh') [F.], n. Treatment 
by kneading the muscles and body with 
the hands, v.t. To subject to this 
treatment, masseur (ma-ser') (fem. mas¬ 
seuse, -serz'), n. One who gives massage, 
mast (1) (mast) [A.-S. meest ], n. A long 
pole placed upright in a ship to support 
the yards, sails, etc. masted, a. 
mast (2) [A.-S. meest], n. The fruit of the 
beech or other forest trees, 
master (mas'ter) [A.-S. mcegester, L. 
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magister ], n. A man who has authority 
over others; an employer; the head of a 
household; the owner of a slave, dog, 
etc.; one skilled in an art, craft, etc.; 
a great artist; a schoolmaster; the 
highest degree in arts and surgery; a title 
of certain judicial officers; a title prefixed 
to the names of young gentlemen; (Sc.) 
the courtesy title of a viscount or baron’s 
eldest son; the captain of a merchant 
vessel, a. Having control or authority. 
v.t. To become the master of; to subdue, 
bring under control. Old Masters : The 
great painters of the 13th-17th centuries; 
their pictures, master-hand, n. An 
expert, master-key, n. A key which 
opens all the locks of a set. master¬ 
mind, n. The ruling mind or intellect, 
masterpiece n. A performance superior 
to anything of the same kin d. masterful, 
a. Expressing mastery; domineering, 
masteriess, a. masterly, a. With the 
skill of a master. 

mastic (mas'tik) [Qr. mastichf], n. A 
resin from a Mediterranean evergreen 
tree, used for varnish, 
masticate (mas'ti-k&t) [L. mastic&tus], 
v.t. To grind and crush with the teeth, 
mastica'tion, n. mas'ticatory, a. 
mastiff (m&s'tif) [A.-F. and O.F. mastin'], 
n. A large dog of great strength and 
courage. 

mastodon (m&s'td-don) [Gr. mastos, 
breast, odous odontos , tooth], n. An 
extinct mammal allied to the elephant, 
mat (1) (mat) [A.-S. meatte ], n. A coarse 
fabric of rushes, hemp, etc., used to wipe 
shoes on, for packing, etc.; a tangled 
mass of anything, v.i. To become twisted 
into a mat (of hair, etc.), 
mat (2) [F.], a. Dull, lustreless, not glossy, 
matador (m5t'4-dor) [Sp.], n. The man 
who has to kill the bull in bull-fights, 
match (1) (m5ch) [A.-S. moecca ], n. A 
person or thing like or corresponding to 
another; one able to cope with another; 
a contest of skill, strength, etc.; an 
alliance by marriage; one eligible for 
marrying, v.t. To compare as equal; 
to oppose as equal; to correspond, v.i. 
To agree, to be equal, to tally, match¬ 
board, n. A board having a tongue 
along one edge and a corresponding groove 
on the other for fitting into similar boards, 
match (2) [O.F. mesche , wick], n. A small 
strip of wood or taper tipped with com¬ 
bustible material; a fuse for firing charges, 
mate (1) (mat) [from checkmate], v.t. 
To checkmate; to confound, paralyze, 
n. A checkmate. 

mate (2) (mat) [Teut.], n. A comrade, a 
fellow-worker; an equal; a suitable 
partner, esp. in marriage; an officer in a 
merchant ship ranking below the captain; 
an assistant to a ship’s surgeon, cook, etc. 
v.t. To match, to join together in mar¬ 
riage; to pair (birds), 
matd (mat'a) [Sp.], n. Paraguay-tea, an 
infusion of the leaves of the Brazilian 
holly; this shrub. 


material (mi-ter'i-41) [O.F. materiel , as 
MATTER], a. Pertaining to or consisting 
of matter; substantial; unspiritual, 
pertaining to the essence of a thing, not 
to the form; important, momentous, n. 
The substance from which anything is 
made; stuff, fabric; component parts 
(of), materialism, n. The theory that 
there is nothing in the universe but 
matter; regard for secular to the neglect 
of spiritual interests, materialist, n. 
materialis'tic, a. materialize, v.t. To 
make material, to invest with matter. 
v.i. To appear (of a spirit); to become 
actual fact, materialization, n. 
maternal (m&-t§r'n&l) [F. matemel, L. 
mater , mother], a. Motherly; pertaining 
to maternity; related on the mother’s 
side, maternity, n. Motherhood, 
mathematical (m&th-6-m&t'i-kal) [Gr. 
mathematikos , from manthanein, to learn], 
a. Pertaining to mathematics; rigidly 
accurate, mathematician (-m;l-tish'an), 
n. mathematics (-m&t'iks), n. The 
science of quantity as expressed by 
numbers. 

matin (m&t'in) [L. mdt Minus, of the 
morning], n. (in pi.) One of the canonical 
hours of the R.-C. breviary; the daily 
office of morning prayer, matinee 
(m&t'i-na), n. An afternoon performance, 
matricide (ma'tri-sid) [L. matricida ], n. 
One who murders his mother; the murder 
of a mother. 

matriculate (m&-trik'u-iat) [L. matricula, 
register], v.t. To admit to membership of 
a college or University, v.i. To be so 
admitted, matriculation, n. 
matrimony (m&t'ri-mo-ni) [L. m&tri - 
mOnium , from mater, mother], n. The 
state of being married, marriage, wedlock, 
matrimo'nial, a. 

matrix (m&'triks) [L. mdter , mother], n. 
The womb; a place where anything is 
developed; a mould in which type, a die, 
etc., is cast; that in which a mineral or 
fossil is embedded. 

matron (m&'tr6n) [as prec.], n. A married 
woman; the female superintendent of an 
Institution, matronly, a. and adv. 
matter (mSt'6r) [M.E. and O.F. matere, 
F. malibre, L. matSria , stuff, esp. for 
building], n. Substance as dist. from 
thought, mind, spirit, etc.; that which 
has weight, occupies space, and is per¬ 
ceptible by the senses; meaning, sense (of 
a book, discourse, etc.); (Log.) content 
as opposed to form; an affair, a business; 
cause or occasion for difficulty, regret, 
etc.; importance, v.i. To be of moment, 
to signify, matter-of-fact, a. Treating 
of facts or realities; not fanciful or 
imaginary; commonplace, prosaic, 
matting (m&t'ing) [mat (1), -ing], n. 
Mat-work; mats; material for mats; 
coarse fabric for packing and covering, 
mattock (m&t'dk) [A.-S. mattuc ], n. A 
pick with one broad end. 
mattress (m&t'res) [O.F. materas], n. A 
case stuffed with hair, wool, etc., used as 
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a bed; a similar appliance of woven wire 
or springs. 

mature (ma-tur') [L. mdtHrus, ripe], a. 
Ripe, completely developed; fully con¬ 
sidered, etc.; become payable (as a bill). 
v.t. To bring to a state of ripeness. 
v.i. To become fully developed; to 
become payable (of a bill), maturity, n. 
matutinal (m&t-u-ti'nal) [L. (as MATIN)], a. 
Pertaining to the morning; early, 
maudlin (mawd'lin) [magdalen], a. 
Muddled with drink; sentimental, 
maugre (maw'ger) [O.F. maugre ], prep. 
In spite of. 

maul (mawl) [L. malleus , hammer], n. A 
heavy wooden hammer. v.t. To beat, 
bruise; to handle roughly, 
maulstick (mawl'stik) [Dut. maalstok ], n. 
A light stick with a round pad at the end 
used as a rest for the right hand by 
painters. 

maunder (mawn'd^r) [ ?], v.i. To grumble, 
mutter; to talk incoherently, 
maundy (mawn'di) [O.F. mandi, L. 
mandCUum , mandate], n. The ceremony 
of washing the feet of the poor on Holy 
Thursday; a distribution of alms following 
this. 

mausoleum (maw-s6-le'dm) [L., from Gr.], 

n. The stately tomb of Mausolus, king 
of Caria, one of the seven wonders of the 
world; an elaborate sepulchral monu¬ 
ment. 

mauve (m5v) [L. malva , mallow], n. A 
lilac-coloured aniline dye: the colour, 
mavis (m&'vis) [F. mauvis ], n. The song- 
thrush. 

maw (maw) [A.-S. maga ], n. The fourth 
stomach of ruminants; the crop of birds, 
mawkish (maw'kish) [Icel. mathkr, -ISH], 

o. Apt to cause satiety; sickly, insipid, 
maxilla (mSk-sil'i) [L.], n. {pi. -lae, -le) 

One of the jaw-bones, esp. the upper, 
maxim (1) (mak'sim) [L. maximus , 
greatest], n. A general principle of a 
practical kind. 

Maxim (2) [Sir Hiram S. Maxim (1840- 
1916), inventor], n. An automatic single- 
barrelled quick-firing machine-gun. 
maximum (m&k'si-mum) [>.s maxim (1)], 
n. {pi. -ma) The greatest quantity or 
degree attainable, o. Greatest; at the 
greatest or highest degree, 
may (1) (ma) [A.-S. maeg , 1st sing, of 
mugan , to be able], aux.v. {2nd sing. 
mayest, past might) Expressing possi¬ 
bility, permission, desire, obligation, or 
uncertainty. maybe, adv. Perhaps, 
possibly, mayhap, conj. Peradventure. 
May (2) [F. mai, L. Mains], n. The fifth 
month of the year; the springtime of life, 
youth; hawthorn-blossom, 
mayonnaise [maz'd-niz) [F.], it. A sauce 
made of egg-yolk, oil, vinegar, etc. 
mayor (ma'or, mar) [F. moire. L. MAJOR], 
n. The chief officer of a city, mayoral, 
a. mayoralty, n. mayoress, n. 
maze (max) [?], n. A labyrinth, a con¬ 
fusing network of passages; a state of 
uncertainty, perplexity. v.t. To be¬ 


wilder, to confuse, mazy, o. Involved, 
perplexing, intricate; giddy, 
mazurka (ma-zer'ka) [Pol., woman of 
the prov. Mazovia], n. A lively Polish 
dance. 

me (mS, m6) [A.-S.], pers. pron. The 
dative and objective of the first personal > 
pronoun. 

mead (1) (med) [A.-S. medu ], n. A 
fermented liquor made from honey, 
mead (2) [A.-S. meed], n. {poet.) A 
meadow. 

meadow (med'5) [A.-S. mdedwe), n. A 
tract of land under grass; rich, moist I 
ground, esp. near a river, meadow¬ 
sweet, n. A plant with white flowers, 
meagre (me'g6r) [O.F. megre. maigre ], o. 
Lean, wanting flesh; destitute of richness; 
{fig.) scanty, meagreness, n. 
meal (1) (mel) [A.-S. rnoel]. n. Food taken 
at a customary time, a repast, 
meal (2) [A.-S. melu], n. The edible por¬ 
tion of grain ground into flour, mealy, a. 
mealie (me'li) [S. Afric. Dut. milje. Port. 

milho. MILLET], n. {usu. pi.) Maize, 
mean (1) (men) [A.-S. mcenan ], v.t. {past 
and p.p. meant, ment) To have in the 5 
mind; to intend; to denote, signify, v.i. 

To have a specified intention or disposi¬ 
tion. meaning, ». That which is 
meant, significance, import, a. Signifi¬ 
cant. meaningless, a. 
mean (2) [O.F. meien (F. moyen )], a. 
Occupying a middle position; moderate, 
not excessive; average, n. The middle 
point, course, quality, etc., between two 
extremes; an average; {pi.) that by 
which a result is attained; income, wealth, 
meantime, -while, adv. In the inter¬ 
vening time. n. The interval between two 
given times. 

mean (3) [A.-S. mane], a. Low in quality, 
value, rank, etc.; inferior, poor; petty, 
stingy; ignoble, despicable, meanly, 
adv. meanness, n. 

meander (m6-&n'd6r) [L. Mxander, wind¬ 
ing river in Phrygia], v.i. To wander, 
wind, or flow in a tortuous course, 
measles (mezls) [M.E. maseles], n.pl. An 
infectious disease usu. attacking children, 
measly, a. 

measure (mezh'dr) [O.F. mesure], n. 
The extent or dimensions of a thing; 
measurements; standard of measurement; 
a definite unit of capacity or extent; an 
instrument for measuring, a system of 
measuring, act of measuring; prescribed 
extent, quantity, etc.; limit, just degree 
or amount; metre, poetical rhythm; means 
to an end; a law, a statute; {Geol.) {pi.) 
a series of beds, strata; {Mus.) pace, the 
contents of a bar; dance, v.t. To deter¬ 
mine the extent or quantity of; to take 
the dimensions of; to weigh, value, or 
estimate by comparison with a standard; 
to serve as the measure of; to allot or 
apportion by measure; (fig.) to travel 
over, to survey. measurable, a. 
measured, a. Of definite measure; 
deliberate and uniform; rhythmical; 
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well-considered. measureless, a. 
measurement, n. 

meat (m§t) [A.-S. mete], n. The flesh of 
animals, usu. excluding fish and fowl, 
used as food, meaty, a. meatiness, n. 
mechanic (mAk&n'ik) [Gr. mechanikos, 
as MACHINE], n. A handicraftsman, an 
artisan; one employed or skilled in any 
craft or mechanical occupation; (pi.) 
the branch of physics treating of the 
motion and equilibrium of material bodies; 
a. Mechanical; industrial, mechani¬ 
cal, o. Pertaining to mechanics, mechan¬ 
ism, or machinery; in accordance with 
physical laws; produced by or working 
with machinery; machine-like, done from 
force of habit; unoriginal, mechanical 
powers : The simple machines, the wedge, 
the inclined plane, the screw, the lever, 
the wheel and axle, and the pulley, 
mechanician (-nish'&n), n. One skilled 
in mechanics or in machine-making, 
mech'anism, n. The structure or 
correlation of parts of a machine; 

machinery; a system of correlated 

parts working together; (Art) mechanical 
execution as dist. from style, 
medal (med'&l) [F. midaille, as metal], n. 
A piece of metal, usu. coin-shaped, stamped 
with a figure and inscription to com¬ 
memorate some event or person, 
meddle (medl) [A.-F. medler ], v.i. To 
interfere (in) officiously; to concern or 
busy oneself (with) unnecessarily, med¬ 
dler, n. meddlesome, a. 
mediaeval (med-i-e'val) [L. medius , middle, 
cevum, age], a. Pertaining to or charac¬ 
teristic of the Middle Ages, mediaeval- 
ism, n. mediaevalist, n. 
medial (me'di-al) [L. medidlis , as prec.], 
a. Pertaining to or situated in the middle; 
mean, average. 

mediate (me'di-&t) IX. mediate, as prec.], 
a. Situated between two extremes; 
intervening, indirect; acting as or effected 
by indirect meam. v.i. (at 7 ) To interpose 
(between) in order to reconcile parties, 
etc.; to serve as connecting link (be¬ 
tween). mediation, n. me diator, n 
medical (med'i-kal) [F. midi cal, L. medi¬ 
cos, a physician], a. Pertaining to or 
employed in medicine; healing, medici¬ 
nal. medic'ament, n. A healing sub¬ 
stance. 

medicine (med'i-sin) [O.F. medecine , as 
prec.], n. A substance for alleviating or 
removing disease; the science of preserv¬ 
ing health and curing disease, esp. as dist. 
from surgery; applied by the N. Am. 
Indians to anything supposed to possess 
supernatural powers, a charm, fetish, 
medicinal a. 

mediocre (m3'di-5-k£r) [F. midiocre, L. 
medius, middle], a. Of middling quality; 
average, commonplace, medioc'rity, n. 
meditate (med'i-tat) [L. medit&tus, mused 
over], v.i. To ponder, to engage in 
thought (upon); to cogitate, v.t. To 
dwell upon mentally ; to design, intend, 
medita'tion, n. meditative, a. 


medium (me'di-fim) [L., neut. of medius , 
middle], n. Anything serving as an inter¬ 
mediary; instrumentality, agency; an 
instrument of exchange, as money; a 
middle or intermediate object, quality, 
degree, etc.; a person claiming to receive 
and transmit communications from the 
spirit world, o. Intermediate in quality, 
etc.; average, middling, mediocre, 
medlar (med'lar) [A.-F. medler, L. mespila ], 
n. A rosaceous tree, the fruit of which is 
eaten when beginning to decay, 
medley (med'li) [A.-F. medlee, as meddle], 

n. A confused mass of incongruous 
objects, persons, etc. 

medulla (mS-dul'a) [L.], n. Marrow, esp. 

of the spine; the spinal cord, 
medusa (me-du'sa) [Gr. Medousa, one of 
the Gorgons of myth], n. (pi. -sae) A 
jelly-fish. 

meed (med) [A.-S. mid], ». Reward, 
recompense. 

meek (mek) [M.G. meoc], a. Mild, sub¬ 
missive, gentle, forbearing, meekness, n. 
meerschaum (mer'shawm, -shum) [G.» 
sea-foam], n. A white clay used for 
tobacco-pipes; a pipe made of this, 
meet (1) (met) [A.-S. gemote, fitting well], 

o. Fit, proper, suitable, meetly, adv. 
meet (2) [A.-S. mitan], v.t. To come face 

to face with; to reach and unite with, 
(of a road, railway, etc.); to encounter, 
confront, oppose; to answer, satisfy, 
discharge, v.i. To come together, to 
assemble; to be united, n. A meeting 
for hunting, or of cyclists, etc.; the persona 
assembled or the place of assembly. 
meeting, n. A coming together, an 
assembly; the persons assembled, meet¬ 
ing-house, n. A dissenters’ place of 
worship. 

mega-, megalo- [Gr., meg as, fern, megali, 
great ], comb. form. Great, large, meg'a- 
phone, n. An apparatus for enabling the 
voice to travel a long distance, 
megrim (me'grim) [F. migraine , Gr. 
hemikrania (HEMI-, kranion, skull)], n. A 
severe headache; (pi.) low spirits, 
melancholia (mel-&n-k6'li-a) [as foil.], n. 
A mental disorder characterized by low¬ 
ness of spirits. 

melancholy (mel'&n-k61-i) [Gr. melan¬ 
cholia (melas, black, cholos, bile)], n. A 
gloomy, dejected state of mind; depres¬ 
sion, despondency; melancholia, a. Sad, 
gloomy, mournful; pensive, melan¬ 
cholic, a. 

m£l£e (mel'ft) [F., medley], n. A con¬ 
fused hand-to-hand fight, an affray, 
meliorate (me'li-6-rat) [L. melior, better], 
v.t. To make or grow better, melio- 
ralion, n. 

mellifluous (m£-lif'lu-fis) [L. mel, honey, 
fluere, to flow], a. Flowing smoothly and 
sweetly, mellifluence, n. 
mellow (mel'o) [?], a. Fully ripe; soft 
and rich (of tones and colours); kindly; 
half tipsy, v.t. To ripen, mature, soften. 
v.i. To become ripe, etc. 
melodeon (me-16'd£-dn) [melody], n. A 
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wind-instrument with a row of reeds and 
a keyboard, an early type of American 
organ. 

melodrama (mel'6-dra-ma) [Or. melos , 
song, DRAMA], n. A sensational play 
with startling situations; a novel of a 
similar kind, melodramatic, a. 
melody (mel'6-di) [Gr. melos , song, Odi, 
see ODE], n. An agreeable succession of 
sounds, an air or tune; the chief part in 
harmonic music, melodic (me-lod'ik), 
melodious (mg-lo'di-u6), o. 
melon (mel'on) [Gr. mil on, apple, fruit], n. 
A gourd, esp. the musk-melon and the 
water-melon. 

melt (melt) [A.-S. meltan], v.i. (p.p. 
melted, molten). To pass from solid to 
liquid by heat; to dissolve; (fig.) to 
disappear; to give way; to dissolve in 
tears, v.t. To make liquid by heat; to 
dissolve; to soften to tenderness; to 
dissipate. 

member (mem'ber) [L. membrum ], n. 
A limb or organ of the body; a component 
part of a complex whole; one belonging 
to a society or body, membership, n. 
membrane* (mem'bran) [L. membr&na], 
». A thin lining or covering to parts of 
an organism, membranous, a. 
memento (mg-men'to) [L., remember], n. 

(pi. -oes) A memorial, a reminder, 
memoir (mem'war) [as MEMORY], n. 
(usu. pi.) An account of events, etc., in 
which the narrator took part: a bio¬ 
graphy. 

memorable (mem'or-abl) [L. memord- 
bilis , as MEMORY], a. Worthy to be 
remembered; notable, remarkable, 
memorandum (mem-d-r&n'dum) [L.], n. 
(pi. -da) A note to help the memory; ( 
a short informal letter; a summary or | 
draft of an agreement, etc. 
memorial (mg-mor'i-Al) [memory, -al], a. 
Preservative of memory; commemora¬ 
tive; preserved in memory, n. That 
which preserves the memory of something; 
a monument; a written petition, remon¬ 
strance, etc.; a chronicle, memorialist, 
«. One who signs a memorial, 
memorize (mem'6-rlz) [foil., -ize], v.t. 

To commemorate; to learn by heart, 
memory (mem'6-ri) [O.F. memoire, L. 
memoria , from memor , mindful], n. The 
mental faculty that retains and recalls 
impressions, etc.; remembrance, recollec- 1 
tion; the state of being remembered, 
menace (men'as) [L. minax - dcis , threaten- j 
ing], n. A threat, v.t. To threaten. 
menage (mg-nazh') [F.], n. A household; 
housekeeping, household management, 
menagerie (md-naj'dr-i) [F. mtnagerie ], 
«. A collection of wild animals; a place 
where wild animals are kept, 
mend (mend) [from amen: ], v.t. To i 
repair, restore, make good; t correct, to 
amend, v.i. To grow better, to im¬ 
prove; to recover health. : 

mendacious (men-d&'shus) [L. mendax j 
- ducts , lying], a. Given to lvin<7 nnt.rnt.h. f 


Given to lying, untruth- , 

M-t.iY n. 


mendicant (men'di-kAnt) [L. mendicans , 
begging], a. Begging, n. A beggar; a 
member of a monastic order subsisting on 
alms, men'dlcancy, n. mendic'ity, n. 
menhir (men'her) [Bret., long stone], n. 
A prehistoric monument consisting of a tall 
upright stone. 

menial (me'ni-al) [O.F. meyne , a house¬ 
hold], a. Pertaining to servants; servile, 
mean. n. A domestic servant; one 
doing servile work. 

mensurable (men'shoor-Abl) [L. mensdra , 
measure], a. Measurable, 
mensuration (men-su-r&'shun) [as prec.], 
n.\ Act or practice of measuring. 

-ment, suf. Forming nouns denoting 
result, state, action, etc., as in agreement , 
impediment, ornament. 
mental (men'tal) [L. mens mentis, mind], a. 
Pertaining to the mind, intellectual; due 
to or done by the mind, mental'ity, n. 
menthol (men'thdl) [L. mentha , mint], n. 
A waxy crystalline substance from oil of 
peppermint. 

mention (men'shiin) [ L.mentio, as MENTAL], 
n. A concise notice, allusion to (or of); 
a naming, v.t. To refer or allude to; to 
indicate by naming, mentionable, a. 
mentor (men'tor) [Gr. MentOr , counsellor 
to Telemachus], n. A wise counsellor, 
menu (men'oo) [F.], n. A bill of fare, 
mercantile (mer'kan-tll) [as merchant], 
a. Pertaining to buying and selling, 
mercenary (mSr's6-nar-i) [L. mercenarius, 
as foil.], a. Serving for money; done 
from motives of gain; venal, n. One 
who is hired, esp. a soldier in foreign 
service. 

mercer (mgr'sgr) [F. mercier , L. merx 
mercis, merchandise], n. One who deals 
in silk, cotton, woollen, and linen goods. 

mercery, n. 

merchandise (mgr'chAn-dlz) [as foil.], n. 
Articles of commerce; commodities for 
purchase. 

merchant (mgr'chAnt) [O.F. marchand t 
L. mercans , trading, from merx mercis , 
merchandise], «. One who trades on a 
large scale, esp. with foreign countries, a. 
Mercantile, commercial, merchantman, 
n. A merchant ship, merchant service: 
The mercantile marine. 

Mercury (mSr'ku-ri) [L. Mercurius ], n. 
The messenger of the gods (Rom. Myth.)\ 
the planet nearest the sun; quicksilver, 
mercurial (-kur'i-al), a. Flighty, volatile, 
fickle; pertaining to or caused by mer¬ 
cury. 

mercy (mSr'si) [F. merci , L. merces , reward], 
n. Forbearance, compassion; an act of 
clemency or pity; forgiveness; something 
to be thankful for. merciful, a. merci¬ 
less, a. 

mere (1) (mgr) [A.-S.], n. A lake, a pool, 
mere (2) [L. merus, pure], a. Such and no 
more; absolute, unqualified. merely, 
adv. Only, solely. 

meretricious (mer-g-trish'us) [L. meretrix , 
harlot], a. Alluring by empty show; 
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merge (m6rj) [L. merger* , to dip], v.t. To 
cause to be absorbed, to sink (in a larger 
estate, title, etc.), v.i. To be absorbed 
or swallowed up; to lose identity (in), 
meridian (me-ridl-an) [L. rneridies y mid¬ 
day], o. Pertaining to midday, to a geo¬ 
graphical or astronomical meridian, or to 
the period of highest splendour or vigour, 
n. ( Astron .) A great circle drawn through 
the poles and the zenith of any given place 
on the earth’s surface; ( Qeog.) the line in 
whioh the plane of this circle intersects 
the earth’s surface; the time when the 
sun crosses this; noon; (fig.) zenith, 
point of highest splendour, etc. meri¬ 
dional, a. Pertaining to a meridian; 
culminating; pertaining to the south, esp. 
of Europe; running north and south (as 
a mountain range). 

meringue (mS-r&ng') [F.], n. A cake or 
confection of white of eggs, sugar, etc. 
merino (mAre'nfi) [Sp.], n. A Spanish 
breed of sheep valuable for their fine wool, 
merit (merit) [L. meritus, earned], n. 
Desert; excellence deserving reward; 
worth, worthiness; (pi.) the essential rights 
and wrongs of a case. v.t. To deserve; to 
have a just title to. meritori'ous, a. 
Praiseworthy. 

merle (mgrl) [L. merula ], n. The black¬ 
bird. 

merlin (merlin) [A.-F. merilun , O.F. 
esmerillon ], n. The smallest of the 
European falcons. 

mermaid (mSr'mad) [mere (1), maid], 
n. A fabulous marine creature, its upper 
half like a woman and the lower like a 
fish. 

merry (mer'i) [A.-S. myrige\, a. Joyous, 
gay, mirthful; causing merriment; (colloq.) 
slightly tipsy, merry-andrew, n. A 
buffoon, esp. one assisting a quack, 
merry-go-round, n. A revolving frame 
with seats or wooden horses on which 
persons ride at fairs, etc. merry-mak¬ 
ing, a. Making merry, jovial, n. Merri¬ 
ment; a festivity, merrythought, n. 
The forked bone in the breast of a 
bird. 

meseems (me-s§mz'), v.impers. It seems 
to me. 

mesh (mesh) [?], n. The space between 
the threads of a net; (pi.) network; (fig.) 
a trap, a snare; interlacing structure, v.t. 
To catch in a net, to ensnare, meshy, a. 
mesmerism (mez'm6r-izm) [F. A. Mesmer 
(d. 1815), Ger. physician], n. The art or 
power of inducing an abnormal state of 
the nervous system, in which the will of 
the patient is controlled; the hypnotic 
state so induced, mesmer'ic, a. mes'- 
merist, n. mes'merize, v.t. 
mesne (men) [F.], a. Middle, interme¬ 
diate. 

mess (mes) [O.F. mes ], n. A portion of 
food at table; semi-liquid food, esp. for 
animals; a number of persons who sit at 
table together (esp. of soldiers and sailors); 
a meal taken thus; a state of disorder; a 
muddle, a difficulty, v.i. To take meals 


in company, esp. of soldiers, etc.; (fig.) 
to muddle or potter (about), v.t. To 
muddle, to jumble; to soil, 
message (mes'aj) [F., L. missaticum y 
from mittere, to send], n. A communica¬ 
tion from one person to another. 
Messiah (m6-sl'a) [Heb. mdshlah , from 
mathah , to anoint], n. The Anointed 
One, Christ; an expected saviour or de¬ 
liverer. messianic, a. 
messieurs (mes'yuri), n.pl. Sirs; gentle¬ 
men (pi. of Mr., usu. abbr. to Messrs.), 
messuage (mes'waj) [A.-F.], n. (Law) A 
dwelling-house with the adjacent buildings, 
meta-, met-, meth- [Gr., on, with, among, 
after (implying change)], comb. form. 
metabolism (m6-t&b'd-lizm) [Gr. ballein t 
to throw], n. The continuous chemical 
change going on in living matter, meta¬ 
bolic, a. 

metal (met'al) [L. metallum , Gr. metallon, 
mine, mineral], n. An elementary sub¬ 
stance, usu. lustrous, malleable, and 
ductile, as the six known to the ancients, 
viz., gold, silver, copper, iron, lead, and 
tin; an alloy; broken stone for road¬ 
making ; (pi.) rails of a railway, metallic, 
a. metalliferous, a. met alline, a. 
metamorphic (met-a-mor'fik) [meta-, Gr. 
morphi, form], a. Causing or showing the 
results of metamorphosis; transforming 
or transformed. 

metamorphose (met-a-mor'fbz) [Gr. meta- 
morphOsis , transformation, as prec.], v.t. 
To change into a different form; to trans¬ 
mute. metamorpho'sis, n. 
metaphor (met'a-for) [meta-, Gr. pherein , 
to bear], n. A figure of speech by which 
a word is transferred from one object to 
another, so as to imply comparison, 
metaphoric, -al, a. 

metaphysics (met-&-fiz'iks) [Gr. meta ta 
phusika (coming next) after (the study 
of) natural science], n. The philosophy of 
being and knowing; the theoretical prin¬ 
ciples forming the basis of any particular 
science; the philosophy of mind, meta¬ 
physical, a. Pertaining to metaphysics; 
transcendental, dealing with abstractions; 
abstruse, over-subtle. metaphysician 
(-zish'an), n. 

metathe'sis [Gr. tithenai y to put], n. The 
transposition of sounds or letters in a 
word, metkthetic (-thet'ik), a. 
mete (met) [A.-S. metari], v.t. To mea¬ 
sure; to allot; to appraise, 
metempsychosis (m6-temp-si-ko'sis) 
[meta-, Gr. en, in, psuche , soul, -OSIS], n. 
The passage of the soul after death from 
one animal body to another, 
meteor (mS't6-6r) [Gr. meteoron (META-, 
eora, to raise)], n. A luminous body 
appearing in the sky and then disappear¬ 
ing, a shooting-star. meteoric, a. 
me'teorite, n. A fallen meteor, meteor- 
olite, n. A meteoric stone, meteorology 
(-ol-6-ji), n. The science of the atmosphere 
and its phenomena. 

meter (1) (me'ter) [mete, -er], n. A 
measurer. es*>. an instrument for register- 
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ing the quantity of gas, water, electric 
energy, etc., supplied; metre. 

-meter (2) [Gr. metron , measure], suf. A 
measuring instrument; as barometer, 
thermometer. 

methinks (m6-thlnks'), v.impers. (past 
-thought) It seems to me; I think, 
method (meth'dd) [meth-, Gr. hodos, 
way], n. Mode of procedure; an orderly, 
systematic arrangement; orderliness, 
system, methodic, -al, a. 

Methodism (meth'6-dizm) [prec., -ISM], 
n. The doctrines, etc., of the Methodists. 
Methodist, n. A member of any of the 
religious bodies proceeding from the 
evangelical movement begun in the middle 
of the 18th cent, by the Wesleys and 
George Whitefield. methodis'tic, -al, a. 
methodize (meth'6-diz) [method- -ize], 
t.t. To reduce to order; to arrange sys¬ 
tematically. 

methyl (methll) [Gr. methu , wine, hule, 
wood], n. The hypothetical radical of 
wood spirit and other organic compounds, 
meth'ylate, v.t. To mix or saturate with 
methyl alcohol, methylated, a. 
meticulous (me-tik'G-lus) [L. metus , fear], 
h. Over-scrupulous about trivial details, 
finical. 

metonic (m6-ton'ik), a. Pertaining to 
Meton, Athenian astronomer; applied to 
the cycle of 19 Julian years at the end of 
which the new and full moons recur on 
the same dates. 

metonymy (m6-ton'i-mi) [META-, Gr. 
onoma name], n. A figure in which one 
word is used for another (as “ the bottle ” 
for ** drink ”). 

metre (1) (me'tSr) [Gr. metron, measure], 
n. The rhythmical arrangement of syllables 
in verse; verse; rhythm, metric (1). 
metrical, a. Pertaining to metre, or to 
measurement. 

metre (2) [F. mitre , as prec.], n. The 
French standard measure of length, 
39-37 in. metric (2), o. 
metro- [Gr. metron, measure], comb. form. 
metronome (met'ro-nom) [Gr. nomos, 
law], n. An instrument for marking time 
in music by means of a pendulum, 
metropolis (m6-trop'6-lis) [Gr. meter -tros, 
mother, polis, city], n. The capital of a 
country; the see of a metropolitan bishop, 
metropolitan, a. Pertaining to a capital 
or an archbishopric, n. A bishop or 
archbishop having authority over other 
bishops. 

-metry [Gr., as -meter], suf. Science of 
measuring; as geometry, trigonometry. 
mettle (metl) [var. of metal], n. Quality 
of temperament; spirit, courage, mettled, 
mettlesome, a. High-spirited, fiery, 
mew (1) (mu) [A.-S.], n. A kind of sea¬ 
gull. 

mew (2) (mu) [imit.], v. and n. The cry of 
the cat. 

mew (3) (mu) [O.F. mue], n. A cage for 
hawks; a place of confinement; ( pi .) 
stables for carriage-horses, etc. t i.t. To 
shut up, to confine. 


mezzo (med'zo) [It.], a. Half or medium, 
mezzotint (med'zo-tint) [It. mezzo, 
Unto, tint], n. Copper-plate engraving in 
which lights and half-lights are produced 
by scraping away the burr, 
miasma (miaz'mA) [Gr.], n. Poisonous or 
infectious exhalation, malaria, mias'mal, 
miasmatic, a. 

mica (mi'ka) [L.], n. A silicate cleaving 
into thin, tough, and shining plates, for¬ 
merly used instead of glass, mica'ceous, o. 
Michaelmas (mik'ei-mas), n. The feast 
of St. Michael, 29 Sept.; autumn, 
mickle (mikl) [A.-S. micet], a. (now chiefly 
Sc.). Much, great, n. A large amount, 
micr-, micro- [Gr. mikros t small], comb, 
form. Noting smallness* 
microbe (ml'krob) [MICRO-, Gr. bios, 
life], n. A minute organism, esp. a bac¬ 
terium causing disease or fermentation, 
microcosm (mi'kro-kozm) [micro-, 
COSMOS], n. The universe on a small 
scale; man as an epitome of the uni¬ 
verse. 

microscope (mi'krd-skop) [micro-, 
-SCOPE], n. An optical instrument for 
magnifying details invisible to the naked 
eye. microscopic, a. Pertaining to 
the microscope; too small to be visible 
except through a microscope, 
mid (mid) [A.-S.], a. (superl. midmost) 
Middle (usw. in comb., as in midday, noon, 
midstream, midwinter, in the middle 
of the stream, of winter, etc.), prep. Amid, 
midden (midn) [Scand.], n. A dunghill, 
middle (midi) [A.-S. middel , as mid], a. 
Equally distant from the extremes; inter¬ 
mediate; (Gram.) between active and 
passive, reflexive, n. The point equally 
distant from the extremes; the midst, 
the centre, middleman, n. An agent, 
an intermediary, esp. between the pro¬ 
ducer and the consumer. middling, 
o. Of middle size, quality, or condition; 
mediocre; second-rate. adv. Moderately, 
tolerably. 

midge (mij) [A.-S. my eg], n. A gnat or 
other minute fly. midget, n. A very 
small person. 

midland (midland) [MID, LAND], a. 
Situated in the interior of a country, n. 
(pi.) The midland counties of England, 
midnight (mid'nlt) [MID, NIGHT], n. The 
middle of the night, twelve o’clock; 
intense darkness, a. Pertaining to mid¬ 
night; very dark. 

midriff (mid'rif) [A.-S.], n. The dia¬ 
phragm. 

midship (mid'ship) [MID, snip], n. The 
middle part of a ship. a. Situated in or 
belonging to this, midshipman, n. A 
naval officer ranking between a cadet and 
a sub-lieutenant. midships [amid¬ 
ships]. 

midst (midst) [A.-S. middes , gen. of MID], 
n. The middle, prep. In the middle of. 
midsummer (mid'sum-er) [mid, sum¬ 
mer], n. The middle of summer, esp. 
near the summer solstice, about 21 June, 
midsummer day : 24 June, 
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midway (mid'wa) [mid, way], a. Situated 
in the middle of the way. adv. Half¬ 
way. 

midwife (mid'wlf) [A.-S. mid, with wipe], 
n. A woman who assists at childbirth, 
midwifery (-wif-ri), n. 
mien (m§n) [F. mine], n. Air or manner; 

appearance, demeanour, bearing, 
might (inlt) [A.-S. miht], n. Strength, 
force; power to enforce authority, mighty, 
a. Strong, powerful; very great, 
mignonette (min-vo-net') [F.], n. An 
annual plant with fragrant greenish 
flowers. 

migrate (ml-grat') [L. migrdre, to wander], 
v.i. To remove from one country, etc., 
to another; to pass from one region to 
another according to the season (of birds, 
fishes, etc.), mi'grant, a. and n. mi¬ 
gration, n. mi'gratory, a. 
mikado (mi-ka'do) [Jap.], n. The Em¬ 
peror of Japan. 

milch (milch) [A.-S. meolc ], a. Giving 
milk. 

mild (mild) [A.-S. milde ], a. Gentle in 
manners or disposition; tender, bland, 
leasant; not harsh, sharp, or strong (of 
quor, etc.); moderate, not extreme; 
operating gently (of medicines), mildly, 
adv. mildness, n. 

mildew (mil'du) [A.-S. meledSaw, honey- 
dew], n. A fungoid growth on plants, 
paper, food, etc., after exposure to damp. 
v. To taint with mildew, mildewy, a. 
mile (mil) [A.-S. mil, L. mllia, a thousand 
(paces)], n. A measure of length or 
distance, 1760 yards, geographical or 
nautical mile: One-sixtieth of a degree, 
2026} yards, milestone, n. A stone 
marking the miles on a road, mileage, 
n. A distance 6tated in miles, 
milfoil (mil'foil) [L. mille, thousand, 
folium, leaf], n. The yarrow, 
militant (mil'i-t&nt) [as militate], a. 
Combative, warlike, militancy, n. 
military (mil'i-tar-i) [L. militaris, from 
miles, soldier], a. Pertaining to soldiers, 
arms, or warfare; soldierly, martial; 
engaged in war. n. {collect.) Soldiers 
generally. mil'itarism, n. Warlike 
policy; domination by the military, the 
spirit of aggression, militarist, n. 
militate (mil'i-tat) [L. nnlitatus , p.p. of 
milit&re , from miles militis , soldier], v.i. 
To stand opposed; to have weight or 
Influence, to tell (against), 
militia (mi-lish'A) [as prec.], n. A mili¬ 
tary body not permanently enrolled in 
time of peace. 

milk (milk) [A.-8. meolc], n. The whitish 
fluid secreted by female mammals for the 
nourishment of their young, esp. that of 
the cow; the white juice of certain plants. 
v.t. To draw milk from; (Jig.) to get 
money out of fa person) in an underhand 
way. milkmaid, n. milkman,». milk¬ 
sop, n. An effeminate person, milk- 
sugar, n. Lactose, milk-tooth, n. One 
of the temporarv teeth in young mammals, 
milky, a. Milky Way: The galaxy. 


mill (mil) [A.-S. myln, L. mola, a mill], n. 
A machine for grinding corn, etc., to a 
fine powder; a building with machinery 
for this purpose, or for any industrial 
purpose, a factory, v.t. To grind (as 
corn); to produce (flour) by grinding; to 
serrate the edge of (a coin); to full (cloth), 
millboard, n. Thick pasteboard used 
for book-covers, mill-race,». The cur< 
rent of water for driving a mill-wheel, 
mill-stone, n. One of a pair of circular 
stones for grinding corn, mill-wheel, w. 
A large wheel moved by water, for driving 
the machinery in a mill, milled, a. 
Passed through a mill; having the edges 
serrated (of coin); fulled (of cloth), 
miller, n. 

millennium (mi-len'i-um) [L. mille. 
thousand, annus , year], n. A period of 
1000 years, esp. that when Satan shall 
be bound and Christ reign on earth (Rev. 
xx. 1-5). millenar'lan, a. Consisting of 
1000 years; pertaining to the millennium, 
n. One who believes in this, millenary, 
a. and n. millen'nial, a. Pertaining to 
the millennium. n. A thousandth 
anniversary. 

millesimal (mi-lesl-m&l) [L. millesimus , 
thousandth], a. Consisting of thousandths, 
n. A thousandth. 

millet (mil'6t) [L. milium], n. An East 
Indian plant or its nutritive seeds, 
milliard (mil'i-ard) [F., from L. mille, a 
thousand], n. A thousand millions, 
milligramme (mill-gram) [L. mille, 
thousand, GRAMME], n. The 1000th part 
of a gramme, *0154 of an English grain, 
millilitre, n. The 1000th part of a litre, 
•06103 cubic in. millimetre, n. The 
1000th part of a metre, or ‘03937 in. 
milliner (mill-n6r) [a dealer in Milan 
wares], ». One who makes and sells 
hats, etc., for women, millinery, n. 
milling (mil'ing), n. Act or process of 
working a mill; the serrated edging of a 
coin. 

million (miTy6n) [L. mille, thousand], n. 
A thousand thousand; (fig.) an in¬ 
definitely great number, millionaire', n. 
A man having a million pounds, francs, or 
dollars; one immensely rich, 
milt (milt) [A.-S. milte], n. The spleen; 
the spermatic organ of a male fish; the 
soft roe of fishes, milter, n. 
mimic (mim'ik) [Gr. inimos], a. Imitative; 
imitating, counterfeit, n. One who mimics. 
v.t. To imitate, esp. in mockery; to 
resemble closely (of animals, plants, etc.), 
mimicker, n. mimicry, n. 
mimosa (mi-, mi-mfi'sa) £L.], n. A 
leguminous shrub. 

minaret (min'ar-6t) [Arab, mandrat ], n. 
A lofty slender turret on a mosque, 
minatory (min'A-tdr-i) [L. minarl, to 
threaten], a. Threatening, menacing, 
mince (mins) [O.F. minder , as MINUTB 
(1)], v.t. To cut into very small pieces; 
to utter with affected delicacy; to 
palliate, gloss over. v.i. To talk with 
affected elegance; to walk in a prim 
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manner, n. Minced meat; mincemeat, 
mincemeat, n. Suet, raisins, currants, 
candied-peel, etc., chopped fine and 
mixed, mincing, a. Affectedly elegant, 
mind (mind) [A.-S. gemynd], n. The 

intellectual powers in man; the under¬ 
standing; intellectual capacity; memory; 
one’s candid opinion; liking, way of 
feeling or thinking; purpose; inclination. 
v.t. To heed, regard; to apply oneself 
to; ( eolloq .) to object to; to look after. 
v.i. To take care, to be on the watch, 
minded, a. (uru. in comb., as evil-minded). 
mindful, a. Attentive, heedful, 
mine (1) (min) [A.-8. min], pass. pron. 
Belonging to me. 

mine (2) [F. miner], v.t. To dig into or 
burrow in; to obtain or make by digging; 
to undermine, to sap; to set with mines, 
e.i. To dig a mine; (fig.) to burrow, n. 
An excavation for obtaining minerals; a 
rich deposit of minerals; an excavation 
under an enemy's works for blowing them 
up; an explosive machine for this purpose 
or for use against ships at sea; (fig.) a 
rich source of wealth, information, etc. 
miner, n. 

mineral (raIn'4r-Al) [F. mineral, med. L. 
miner&lis\, n. An Inorganic, homogeneous 
body, with a definite chemical composition, 
found in the earth; (pi.) mineral waters. 
a. Pertaining to or consisting of minerals; 
Impregnated with mineral matter, mineral 
waters: Waters impregnated with 

mineral matter. 

mineralogy (min-$r-&l'6-ji) [prec., -LOOT], 
n. The science of minerals, their nature 
and properties. mineral og'ical, a. 

mineral'odist, n. 

mingle (mingl) [A.-S. menoan], v.t. To 
mix up together; to blend (with), v.i. 
To be mixed, blended, or united (with), 
min Element, n. mingler, n. 
miniature (mIn'i-4-t&r) [med. L. miniatura, 
from minium, native red lead], n. A 
small-aised painting, esp. a portrait, orig. 
a small picture in an illuminated manu¬ 
script. a. Represented on a very small 
scale, miniaturist, n. 
minim (min'lm) [L. minimus, very small], 
». (Hus.) A note of the value of two 
crotchets; an apothecaries’ fluid-mixture, 
one drop, the 60th of a drachm, mini¬ 
mise, v.t. To depreciate; to reduce to 
the smallest possible amount, minimum, 
n. (pi. -ma) The smallest amount or 
degree possible or usual. a. Least 
possible. 

minion (min'ybn) [P. mignon ], n. A 
favourite; a servile dependant; (Prim.) 
a small size of type. 

minister (miu'lg-t£r) [L. minister , from 
minus, less], n. One who acts under the 
authority of another, an instrument; a 
servant; a person entrusted with the 
direction of a State department, or 
representing his Government with another 
State; the pastor of a church, esp. Non¬ 
conformist. c.i. To render service or 
attendance; to contribute, be conducive 


(to); to serve as minister, minister ial, 
a. ministerialist, ». minlstrant, a. and 
n. ministra'tion, n. ministry, n. The 
act of ministering; administration; the 
ministers of 8tate or of religion collectively, 
miniver (min'i-v6r) [A.-F. menu, small, 
vair, a kind of fur], n. A fur used for 
ceremonial robes; Siberian squirrel, 
mink (mink) [cp. L.G. mink, Swed. menk], 
n. A stoat-like animal esteemed for its 
fqr. 

minnow (min'd) [A.-S. myne], n. A small 
fish common all over Europe, 
minor (ml'udr) [L.], a. Less, smaller; 
petty, comparatively unimportant; (Xus.) 
lees by a semitone, n. A person under 
age. minor'ity, «. The smaller number, 
esp. In an election, on a Bill, etc.; the 
party getting the fewest votes; the state 
or period of being nnder age. 
minster (min'stdr) [A.-8. mynster, as 
MONASTERY], ». The church of a monas¬ 
tery ; a cathedral or other large and 
important church. 

minstrel (min'strAI) [O.F. menettral ], n. 
One who in the Middle Agee lived by 
singing and reciting; a travelling glee- 
man or entertainer, minstrelsy, n. 
mint (1) (mint) [A .-8. mynet, L. monita, 
money], n. A place where money L 
coined; (fig.) a great supply or amount. 
v.t. To coin, to stamp (money); (fig.) 
to invent (a phrase, etc.), mintage, n. 
That which is coined. 

mint (2) [A.-8. mints, Or. mintha], n. 
An aromatic plant from which an essential 
oil la distilled. 

minuend (min'fi-end) [L. minuendus, as 
DIMINISH], n. (Arith.) The quantity 
from which another is to be subtracted, 
minuet (min-0-et') [F. menuet ], n. A 
stately dance in triple measure, 
minus (ml'nds) [L.], prep, or a. Less by, 
with the deduction of; (colloq.) lacking, 
n. The sign of subtraction (—). 
minute (1) (ral-niit ) [L. min&us, dimin¬ 
ished], a. Very small; particular, precise, 
minute'ly, adv. minuteness, n. 
minute (2) (min'it) [F., as prec.], n. The 
60tb part of an hour or of a degree; aa 
instant; an exact point of time; a 
memorandum; (pi.) official records of 
proceedings, v.t. To write minutes of; 
to take a note of. minute-book, n. A 
book in which the minutes of meetings are 
recorded. 

mlnutia (mi-nfi'shi-A) [L.], n. (usu. in pi. 
-iue) Small and precise or trivial par¬ 
ticulars. 

minx (minks) [?], n. A pert girl, a Jade, 
miracle (mir'Akl) [L. mlrdculum, as next], 
». A wonder, a prodigy; a supernatural 
event or act; an extraordinary occurrence, 
miracle play: A mediaeval dramatic 
representation, usu. with a sacred subject, 
mirac'uious, a. 

mlrade (mi-razh') [F., from L. mlr&rl, to 
wonder at, to gaze], n. An optical 
illusion by which images of distant objects 
are seen as if Inverted. 
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mire (mlr) [Icel. myrr], n. Swampy 
ground, bog; mud, dirt, miry, a. 
mirror (mir'6r) [O.F. mirour ], n. A 
polished surface for reflecting images; a 
looking-glass; (fig.) a pattern, a model. 
v.t. To reflect as in a mirror, 
mirth (mSrtb) [A.-S. myrgth ], n. Merri¬ 
ment, jollity, gaiety, hilarity, mirthful, 
a. Glay, jolly. 

mis-, pref. Wrongly, badly, amiss, un¬ 
favourably. misadventure, n. Bad 
luck; an unlucky chance or accident, 
misalli'ance, n. An improper alliance, 
esp. by marriage. 

misanthrope (mis'&n-thrflp) [Gr. misein, to 
hate, anthrdpos, man], n. A hater of 
mankind; one who has a morbid dislike 
of his fellow-men. misanthropic 
(-throp'ik), a. misanthropist, n. mis¬ 
anthropy, n. 

misapply (mis-A-plT) [MIS-, apply], v.t. 
To apply wrongly, misapplication, n. 
misapprehend', v.t. To misunderstand, 
misapprehen'sion, n. misappro'pri- 
ate, v.t. To apply to a wrong use or 
purpose (esp. funds), misbecome', v.t. 
To be improper or unseemly to, to ill 
become, misbehave', v.i. To behave 
ill or improperly, misbehaved, o. Ill- 
mannered. miscal'culate, v.t. To calcu¬ 
late wrongly, miscalculation, n. mis- 
car'ry, v.i. To fail, to be unsuccessful; 
to be delivered of a child prematurely, 
miscarriage, n. 

miscellaneous (mis-6-ia'n6-Cis) [L. mis- 
celldneus , from mis cere, to mix], a. Con¬ 
sisting of several kinds; mixed, diversified; 
many-sided, miscellanea, n.pl. mis¬ 
cellany (mi-sel'a-ni), n. A mixture, a 
medley, a number of various compositions 
in one volume. 

mischance (mis-chans') [O.F. meschance 
(MIS-, CHANCE)], n. Misfortune, ill-luck, 
mischief (mis'chif) [O.F. meschief], n. 
Injury, damage; vexatious conduct, a 
vexatious prank, mischievous (mis'chi- 
vus), a. 

misconceive', v.t. To have a wrong idea 
of, to misapprehend, misconception, 
n. miscon'duct, n. Improper conduct; 
mismanagement, v.t. (-k6n-dukt') To 
mismanage. v.i. To misbehave, mis¬ 
construe', v.t. To mistake the meaning 
of; to put a wrong interpretation upon, 
misconstruction, n. miscount', v.t. 
To count wrongly, estimate, or regard 
wrongly, v.i. To make a false count, 
miscreant (mis'kr6-4nt) [O.F. mescreant 
(creant , L. crSdentem , believing)], n. A 
vile wretch, a scoundrel, 
misdeal' [deal (1)], v.t. To deal wrongly 
(as cards), v.i. To make a misdeal, n. 
A wrong or false deal, misdeed' [deed], 
n. An evil deed, a crime, misdemean'- 
our, n. Misbehaviour: an indictable offence 
of less gravity than a felony, misdirect', 
ei. To direct wrongly, misdirection, 
n. 

miser (im'z6r) [L., wretched], n. One 
who denies himself comforts for the sake 


of hoarding; an avaricious person, 
miserly, a. 

miserable (miz'6r-&bl) [L. miserdri, to 
pity, as prec.], a. Very wretched, dis¬ 
tressed; causing misery, distressing; 
despicable, worthless; very poor or mean, 
misery (miz'6r-i) [L. miser , wretched], n. 
Great unhappiness or wretchedness of 
mind or body. 

misfeasance (mis-fe'zans) [O.F. mes- 
faisance , from mesfaire (Jaire , to do)], n. 
A trespass, a wrong, esp. negligent or 
improper performance of a lawful act. 
misfire (mis-flr') [Miss, fire], n. Failure 
to go off or explode (of a gun, etc.), v.i. 
To fail to go off. misfit' [fit (2)], n. A 
bad fit; a garment that does not fit; 
v.t. and i. To fail to fit. misfor'tune, 
n. Ill luck, calamity; a mishap, a 
disaster, misgiv'ing, n. Doubt, dis¬ 
trust; a failure of confidence, mis¬ 
govern (mis-guv'6rn), v.t. To govern ill; 
to administer unfaithfully, misgovern- 
ment, n. misgoverned, a. Badly 
governed, rude, misguide', v.t. To 
guide wrongly; to lead astray, mis- 
guid'ed,a. Foolish, mishap (mis-h&p'), 
n. A mischance; ill-luck, 
misinform (mis-in-f6rra') [MIS-, inform], 
v.t. To give erroneous information 
to. misinformer, n. misinter'pret, 
v.t. To interpret wrongly; to draw a 
wrong conclusion from, misinterpreta'- 
tion, n. misjudge', v.t. To judge 
erroneously; to form an erroneous opinion 
of. mislay' [LAY (1)], v.t. (past and 
p.p. -laid) To lay in a wrong place or 
in a place that cannot be remembered; to 
lose. 

mislead (mis-l§d') [MIS-, lead (2)], v.t. 
(past and p.p. -led) To lead astray; to 
cause to go wrong, esp. in conduct; to 
delude, misman'age, v.t. and *. To 
manage ill. mismanagement, n. mis- 
no'mer [O.F. mesnomnur (L. ndmindre , 
to name)], n. A mistaken or misapplied 
name; an incorrect term, 
misogyny (mi-soj'i-ni) [Gr. guM , woman], 
n. Hatred of women, misogynist 
(-soj'i-nist), n. 

misplace (mis-plas') [MIS-, PLACE], v.t. 
To mislay; to devote to an undeserving 
object, misplacement, n. misprint', 
v.t. To print incorrectly, n. A mistake 
in printing. 

mispronounce (mis-pr6-nouns') [MIS-, 
PRONOUNCE], v.t. To pronounce wrongly, 
mispronun'eiation, n. misquote', v.t. 
To quote erroneously, misquotation, n. 
misread (mis-red'), v.t. (past and p.p. 
-read,-red) To read incorrectly; to mis¬ 
interpret. misrepresent', v.t. To repre¬ 
sent falsely or incorrectly, misrepre¬ 
sentation, n. misrule', n. Bad govern¬ 
ment; disorder, confusion, riot, 
miss (1) (mis) [mistress], n. (pi. misses] 
A title of address for an unmarried woman; 
a girl. 

miss (2) [A.-S. missan ], v.t. To fail tc 
reach, hit, meet, obtain, etc.; to let slip, 
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overlook; to fail to understand; to dis¬ 
pense with; to feel the want of. v.t. 
To fail to hit the mark; to be unsuccessful, 
n. A failure to hit, reach, obtain, etc. 
missing, a. Lost, wanting; absent, 
missal (mis'&l) [late L. miss&le , missa , 
mass (1)3, n. The book containing the 
service of the Mass. 

misshape (mis-shap') [mis-, shape], v.t. 
(p.p. misshapen) To shape ill; to 
deform, n. Deformity, 
missile (mis'il, -II) [L. missilis , from 
mittere , to send], a. That may be thrown 
or discharged, n. A weapon thrown 
from the hand or an engine, 
mission (mish'on) [L. missio , from mittere , 
to send], n. A sending or being sent; the 
commission or office of a messenger, agent, 
etc.; a vocation; a body of persons sent 
on a diplomatic errand; a body of mis¬ 
sionaries, their field of work or their 
station; portion of a parish; a series of 
services for rousing spiritual interest, 
missionary, a. Pertaining to religious 
missions, or to the propagation of religion 
or other moral O’ social influence, n. 
One sent to carry on such work, 
missive (mis'iv) [as missile], a. Sent or 
for sending, n. A message, letter, 
misspell (mis-spel') [MIS-, SPELL (2)], v.t. 
To spell incorrectly, misspend', v.t. 
(past and p.p. -spent) To spend ill; to 
waste, misstate', v.t. To state wrongly, 
misstatement, n. 

mist (mist) [A.-S.], n. Visible watery 
vapour near the ground; a watery con¬ 
densation; (Jig.) anything which dims, 
obscures, or darkens, misty, a. mis¬ 
tiness, n. 

mistake (mis-tak') [mis-, take], v.t. 
{past took, p.p. -taken) To understand 
wrongly; to take in a wrong sense; to 
take one person or thing for another. 
v.i. To be in error, n. An error of 
judgment or opinion; a misunderstanding, 
a blunder, mistakable, a. mistak- 
ably, adv. mistakenly, adv. 

Mister (mis't£r) [var. of master], n. The 
common prefix to men’s names and to 
certain official titles (abbrev., Me. 1. 
mistime (mis-tlm') Tmis-, time) v.t. To 
say or do inappropriately to the time or 
occasion. 

mlstle-thrush (misl-thrush) [A.-S. mistel , 
basil, mistletoe, THRUSH (1)], n. The 
largest of the European thrushes, 
mistletoe (misl'td) [A.-S. misteltan ], n. A 
plant parasitic on the apple and other 
tree t «, bearing white glutinous berries, 
mistiess (mis'tres) [M.E. and O.F. 
maisUesse (MASTER, -ESS)], n. A woman 
who hcs authority or control; the female 
head of a family, school, etc.; a female 
teacher; a sweetheart; a concubine; a 
title of address to a married woman 
(abbrev., MRS., mi3'is). 
mistrust', v.t. To regard with doubt or 
suspicion, n. Disgust, suspicion, mis¬ 
trustful, a. 

misunderstand (mis-uu-der-stand') [MIS-, 


UNDERSTAND], v.t. (past and p.p. -stood) 
To misapprehend, to mistake the meaning 
or sense of. misunderstanding, n. 
misuse (-uz')» v.t. To use improperly; 
to apply to a wrong purpose; to ill-treat. 
n. (-us') Improper use; abuse, 
mite (mlt) [A.-S.], n. A very small coin, 
orig. Flemish; (fig.) a small contribution; 
a minute amount, a tiny child; a minute 
insect, esp. one infesting cheese, 
mitigate (mit'i-gat) [L. mitigdtus , from 
mltis, gentle], v.t. To make less harsh; 
to alleviate (pain, etc.); to soften, 
diminish, moderate, mitiga'tion, n. 
mitre (mi't6r) [Gr. mitra ], n. A tall 
ornamental cap shaped like a cleft cone 
worn by bishops; {fig.) the dignity of a 
bishop; {Carp.) a joint at an angle of 90®, 
as the corner of a picture-frame, 
mitten (mit'Sn) [O.F. mitaine], n. A glove 
with a thumb but no fingers, 
mittimus (mit'i-mus) [L., we send], n. 
A warrant of commitment to prison, 
mix (miks) [L. mixtus , mixed], v.t. To 
blend into one mass; to mingle (substances, 
quantities, groups) so that the particles 
of each are indiscriminately associated; 
to compound thus. v.i. To become 
united; to be mingled (with or together); 
to be associated (with), mixable, a. 
mixed, a. Consisting of various kinds; 
promiscuous, not select (of company), 
mixture (miks'chdr) [MIX], n. Mixing; 
anything that is mixed, 
mizen (mizn) [F. misaine, L. medius , 
middle], n. A fore-and-aft sail set on 
the mizen-mast. mizen-mast, n. The 
aftermost mast of a three-masted ship, 
mizzle (mizl) [Teut.], v.i. To rain in very 
fine drops, to drizzle, n. Very fine rain, 
mnemonic (n6-mon'ik) [Gr. rnnimonikos, 
from mnemOn , mindful], a. Pertaining to 
or aiding the memory, n.pl. The art of 
or a system for aiding memory, 
moan (m5n) [A.-S. mcenan ], n. A low 
prolonged sound expressing pain or 
sorrow; {fig.) a complaint, v.i. To 
utter a moan or moans, v.t. To deplore; 
to mourn; to utter moaningly. 
moat (m6t) [O.F. mote , a dike], n. A 
ditch for water round a castle, etc. 
mob (mob) [contr. from L. mobile {vulgus\ 
the fickle (crowd)], n. A disorderly 
crowd, a rabble; the lower orders, v.t. 
To crowd roughly round and annoy, 
mob-cap (mob-kap) [cp. Dut. mopmuts t 
woman’s night-cap], n. An indoor cap 
for women. 

mobile (mo'bil) [L. mdbilis , from movire y 
to move], a. Movable, free to move; 
easily changing (as expression), mobil'- 
ity, n. mo'bilize, v.t. To put (troops, 
a fleet) in a state of readiness for active 
service, mobiliza'tion, n. 
moccasin (mok'a-sin) [Powhatan], n. A 
shoe of soft leather made in one piece, 
mock (mok) [O.F. mocquer ], v.t. To 
deride, laugh at; to mimic in derision; 
to defy contemptuously, v.i. To express 
ridicule, derision, etc. a. Sham, counter- 
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feit; imitating reality, mocker, n. mock¬ 
ery, n. 

modal (mO'dal) [as MODE], a. Pertaining 
to mode as opp. to substance; (Gram.) 
pertaining to mood or denoting manner, 
mode (m5d) [L. modus], n. Manner, 
method, way of doing, existing, etc.; 
prevailing custom; (Mus.) one of the 
systems dividing the octave, the form of 
the scale. 

model (modi) [It. modello , dim. of modo, 
as prec.], n. A representation of some¬ 
thing to be made on a larger scale or in 
more durable material; one employed to 
pose to an artist or to wear clothes to 
display their effect; a standard, an 
example regarded as a canon of artistic 
execution, a. Serving as a model; 
worthy of imitation, perfect, v.t. To 
fashion in clay, etc.; to form after a 
model, v.t. To make models, model¬ 
ler, n. 

moderate (mod'dr-At) [L. moderdtus, p.p. 
of moderdrX], a. Temperate, reasonable; 
not extreme; medium, n. One of 

moderate views. v.f. To reduce to a 
calmer or less violent condition; to 
restrain from excess; to temper, mitigate, 
v.t. To become less violent; to quiet or 
settle down; to preside as a moderator, 
moderation, n. Act of moderating; 
quality or state of being moderate; 
temperance; self-restraint, mod'erator, 
n. One who presides at a meeting, esp. 
at a court of the Presbyterian Church, 
modern (modern) [F. moderne, L. modo, 
Just now], o. Pertaining to the present 
or recent time; not ancient or old- 
fashioned. n. A person of modern 
times, modernism, n. A modern mode 
of expression, etc.; a modern term or 
idiom; a tendency towards the acceptance 
of the results of modern criticism and 
research in religious matters, modernist, 
n. moder'nity, n. mod'emixe, v.t. 
and t. 

modest (mod'bst) [L. modestus, as MODER¬ 
ATE], a. Humble, unassuming, diffident 
in regard to one’s merits, etc.; bashful, 
retiring; restrained by a sense of pro¬ 
priety; chaste; moderate, not extreme, 
modestly, adv. modesty, n. 
modicum (mod'i-kdm) [L., moderate], n. 
A little; a small amount, 
modify (mod'i-fl) [MODE, -FY], v.t. To 
alter, to change to a moderate extent; 
(Gram.) to qualify the sense of, to alter 
(a vowel), modifica tion, n. 
modish (mS'dish) [MODE, -ish], a. Fash¬ 
ionable. modiste (m6-d6st') [F.], ». A 
milliner or dressmaker, 
modulate (mod'u-15t) [L. moduldtns, 

measured], v.t. To adjust, regulate; to 
inflect the sound or tone of. modula'tion, 
n. Inflection of the voice, etc. 
mohair (mo'har) (Arab, mukhayyar], n. 
The hair of the Angora goat; a fabric 
made from it; an imitation of this. 
Mohammedan (m6-hSm'6-dan) [Arab. 
Muhammad , -AN], a. Pertaining to 


Mohammed or Mohammedanism, n. A 
follower of Mohammed or Mohammedan¬ 
ism. Mohammedanism, n. The re 
ligion founded by Mohammed ( c . 570-632). 
mohur (mo'hur) [Pers. muhr, a seal], n 
A gold coin of British India, worth 15 
rupees. 

moidore (moi'dSr) [Port.], n. An ob 
solete Portuguese gold coin worth about 
£1 7s. 

moiety (moi'6-ti) [O.F. moitii, as MEDIUM] 
n. A half; a part or share, 
moil (moil) [O.F. moiller , to paddle 
through mud], v.t. To toil, to drudge, 
moire fmwar) [F.], n. Watered silk, 
moist (moist) [O.F. moists], a. Moder 
ately wet, damp; rainy, moisten 
(moisn), v.t. and i. moisture, n. 
molar (mo'lar) [L. mola, mill], a. Having 
power to grind, n. One of the back 
teeth. 

molasses (mb-l&s'bz) [Port.], n. The 
viscid, dark-brown syrup drained from 
sugar during refiuing; treacle, 
mole (1) (mol) [A.-S. mat], n. A per¬ 
manent raised spot on the human skin, 
mole (2) [L. mdles , mass], n. A pile of 
masonry, such as a break-water before 
a port. 

mole (3) [Teut.], n. A small soft-furred 
burrowing mammal with very imperfect 
vision, mole-hill, n. A hillock thrown 
up by a mole burrowing underground, 
molecule (mol'e-, m6'16-kul) [dim. from 
L. indies, mass], n. One of the structural 
units of which matter is built up. 
molest (m6-lest') [L. molestus, trouble¬ 
some], v.t. To trouble, disturb, to inter¬ 
fere with, molesta'tion, n. 
mollify (mol'i-fi) [L. mollis, soft, -FY], v.t. 
To soften, assuage, to appease, molli- 
fica'tion, ti. mollifier, n. 
mollusc (mol'usk) [L. molluscus, softish], 
n. Mollusca (md-lus'ka), n.pl. ( Zool .) 
A division of invertebrates with a soft 
body, as snails, mussels, cuttlefishes, etc. 
molten (mbl'ten) [p.p. of melt], a. Made 
of melted metal. 

moment (mo'mbnt) [as MOMENTUM], n. 
A minute portion of time; importance, 
consequence; ( Mech.) the measure of a 
force by its power to cause rotation, 
momentary, a. Lasting only for a 
moment; transient,ephemeral, momen¬ 
tarily, adv. momently, adv. From 
moment to moment; at any monvent, 
momen'tous, a. Weighty, important, 
momentum (mb-men'tum) [L., for movi- 
mentum (movSre, to move)], n. (pi. -ta) 
Impetus, power of overcoming resistance 
to motion. 

monachal (mon'a-k&l) [L. monachus , 
monk], a. Monastic, monachism, n. 
Monasticism. 

monad (mon'Ad) [Gr. monas, from monos, 
sole], n. A simple, indivisible unit; a 
univalent atom, radical, or element; ar. 
elementary, single-celled organism, mon¬ 
adic, a. 

monarch (mon'&rk) [MON-, Gr. archein t 
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to rule], «. An hereditary sovereign, as 
emperor, empress, king, or queen; the 
chief of its class; a large red and black 
butterfly. monarch'lc, -al, mon- 
arch'al, a. mon'archism, n. mon'- 
archist, n. mon'archy, n. 
monastery (mon'a-st6r-i) [Gr. monasttrion, 
from monazein, to live alone], n. A resi¬ 
dence for monks living under vows of 
seclusion, monas'tic, o. Pertaining to 
a monastery or monks, monas'tical, a. 
Monday (mfin'di) [A.-S. Mdnandceg, 

moon day], n. The second day of the 
week. 

monetary (mfln'e-tar-i) [as foil.], o. Per¬ 
taining to money or the coinage, mone¬ 
tize, v.t. To give a standard value to (a 
metal) as currency. 

money (mfin'i) [L. montta , mint, money], 
n. Coin; the medium of exchange; 
notes, bills, or other documents repre¬ 
senting coin; wealth convertible into 
coin; (with pi. -eys) coins of a particular 
country or denomination; (pi.) sums of 
money, money-market, n. The field 
of operation of dealers in stocks, etc., 
the financial world, moneyed, a. Rich, 
monger (mfing'er) [A.-S. mangere ], n. A 
trader, dealer (in comb., as ironmonger , 
scandalmonger). 

Mongol (mong'gdl) [native name], n. An 
Asiatic race inhabiting Mongolia, o. Of 
or pertaining to the Mongols. Mongo'- 
lian, a. 

mongrel (miing'grel) [?], a. Of mixed 
breed; of mixed nature or character, n. 
Anything, esp. a dog, of mixed breed, 
monition (md-nish'fm) [L. monSre, to 
warn], n. A warning; an intimation; 
a summons or citation; a formal letter 
warning a clergyman to abstain from 
certain practices, mon'itlve, a. moni¬ 
tor, n. One who admonishes; a senior 
pupil appointed to keep order in a school; 
a large tropical lizard, monitorial, a. 
monk (munk) [A.-S. munec t Gr. monachos, 
from monos , alone], n. A member of a 
religious community of men, living apart 
under vows of poverty, chastity, and 
obedience. 

monkey (mfing'ki) [Tout.], n. A long¬ 
tailed quadrumanous mammal; (colloq.) 
a rogue, an imp; a mimic, monkey- 
jacket, n. A pea-jacket worn by sailors, 
etc. 

mono-, mon- [Gr. monos], comb. form. 
Alone, single; as in monograph , mono¬ 
syllable. 

mon'ochrome, n. A painting in tints of 
one colour only. a. Executed in one 
colour, monocle (mon'dkl) [L. oculus, 
eye], n. An eye-glass for one eye. 
monody (mon'6-di) [Gr. monodia (see 
ODE)], n. (Gr. Tragedy) An ode, usu. 
of a mournful character, for a single 
actor; a mournful or plaintive song or 
poem. 

monogamy (m6-nog'A-mi) [MONO-, Gr. 
gamos, marriage], n. Marriage to one 
wife or husband only; (Zool.) the habit 


of pairing with a single mate, monog'- 
ar.ious, o. monog'amist, n. mon'o- 
gram [-GRAM], n. A character composed 
of two or more letters interwoven, mon'o- 
graph [-GRAPH], n. A treatise on a single 
thing or class of things, 
monolith (mon'6-lith) [MONO-, -LITH], n. 
A monument or other structure formed 
of a single stone, monolithic, a. 
monologue (mon'6-log) [-LOGUK], n. A 
dramatic scene in which a person speaks 
by himself; a piece for one actor, 
monomania (mon-6-ma'ui-a) [MONO-, 
-MANIA], n. Mental derangement on one 
subject only, monomaniac, ». and a. 
monopoly (mo-nop'd-li) [mono-, Gr. 
pdlein , to sell], n. An exclusive trading 
right in a certain commodity or class of 
business, usu. conferred by Government; 
a company, etc., enjoying this; the sub¬ 
ject of such a right; exclusive possession, 
control, or enjoyment (of), monopolist, 
n. monop'olize, v.t. To obtain or 
possess a monopoly of; to engross the 
whole of (attention, conversation, etc.). 
monosylTable, n. A word of one 
syllable, monosyllabic, o. 
monotheism (mon'-6-the-izm) [MONO-, 
Gr. theos, God], n. The doctrine that 
there is only one God. monotheist, n. 
monotone (mon'6-tSu) [MONO-, TONE], n. 
Continuance of in the same tone; a suc¬ 
cession of sounds of the same pitch; 
intoning of words on a single note; mono¬ 
tony. monotonous, o. Wearisome 
through sameness, tedious, monot'ony, 
n. Tediousness, sameness, 
monsoon (mon-soon') [Arab, mausim, 
time, season], n. A wind in the Indian 
Ocean, blowing from the south-west from 
April to October, and from the north-east 
the rest of the year. 

monster (mon'stfer) [L. monstrum, a 
portent, from monere, to warn], n. Some¬ 
thing out of the ordinary course of nature; 
a deformed creature; a person, animal, or 
thing of great size. 

monstrance (mon'strdns) [L, monstr&rc, 
to show], n. (R.-C. Ch.) A transparent 
vessel in which the Host is exposed for 
adoration. 

monstrous (mon'strus) [as MONSTER], a. 
Unnatural in form; out of the course of 
nature; enormous; shocking, atrocious; 
incredible, monstrosity, n. 
montbretia (mont-bre'shi-&) [de Mont - 
bret (d. 1801), Fr. botanist], n. An 
iridaceous bulbous-rooted flowering plant, 
month (munth) [A.-S. mbnath, cogn. with 
MOON], n. One of the twelve parts into 
which the year i3 divided, monthly, a. 
Done in or continuing for a month; 
happening or payable once a month. 
adv. Once a month, n. A periodical 
published every month, 
monument (mon'u-ment) [L. from monire , 
to remind], n. Anything by which the 
memory of persons or things i3 preserved, 
esp. a building or permanent structure; 
a memorial, a record; a distinctive mark. 
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monumen'tal, o. monumentally, adv. 
-mony [L. -tnonium, -monia], suf. Form¬ 
ing nouns, as ceremony, matrimony, 
parsimony. 

mood (1) (mood) [var. of MODE], n. A 
verb-form expressing the manner in which 
the act, event, etc., is conceived, whether 
as actual, contingent, possible, desirable, 
etc.; (Log.) the form of a syllogism 
with regard to the quantity and quality 
of the propositions; (Mus.) mode, 
mood (2) [A.-S. m6d ], n. Temper of 
mind, disposition, humour, moody, a. 
Indulging in moods or humours; peevish, 
sullen, out of temper, moodiness, n. 
moon (moon) [A.-S. mOna , cogn. with 
Gr. mfni, L. mentis, MONTH], n The 
earth’s satellite revolving round it monthly, 
the satellite of any planet; a month; 
anything crescent-shaped, v.i. To wan¬ 
der (about) or stare in a listless manner, 
moonlight, n. and a. moon-lighter, n. 
A member of gangs of ruffians who 
committed violent nocturnal outrages, esp. 
in Ireland, moonshine, n. Moonlight; 
(fig.) unreality, nonsense, moonstone, n. 

A variety of feldspar with whitish or 
opalescent reflections. moon-struck, 
-stricken, a. Affected by the moon; 
deranged, lunatic; over-sentimental, 
moor (1) (moor) [Teut.], v.t. To secure 
(a ship, boat, etc.) with chains, or anchor, 
etc. v.i. To anchor; to lie at anchor 
or secured by cables, etc. moorage, n. 
A place for mooring, moorings, n. 
The place where a ship is moored; anchors, 
chains, etc. 

moor (2) [A.-S. tnOr ], n. A tract of wild 
open land, moor-cock, -fowl, -hen, 
n. The red grouse, moorland, n. 

Moor (3) [L. and Gr. Maurus ], n. A 
member of a Berber and Arab race in¬ 
habiting Morocco and the adjoining parts 
of N.W. Africa. Moorish, a. 
moose (moos) [Algonkin musu], n. The 
N American elk. 

moot (moot) [A.-S. gewbt, an assembly], 
v.t. To raise for discussion, r.t. To 
argue or plead on a supposed case. n. 
Anciently, an assembly of freemen in a 
township, etc.; a law students’ debate 
on a supposed case. a. Open to argu¬ 
ment. 

mop (mop) [L. mappa , napkin], n. A bundle 
of rags, etc., fastened to a handle, and 
used for cleaning floors, etc.; a thick 
mass (as of hair), v.t. To clean or dry 
with a mop. 

mope (m5p) [?], v.i. To be dull or dis¬ 
pirited. n. One who mopes; (pi.) 
ennui, the blues. 

moraine (m6-ran') [F.], n. The debris 
of rocks brought down by glaoiers. 
moral (1) (mor'al) [L. mSrdlis , from mbs, 
custom], o. Pertaining to character and 
conduct as regards the distinction between 
right and wrong; good, virtuous, dis¬ 
tinguishing between right and wrong; 
based on morality; concerned with con¬ 
duct or morality; conveying a moral; 


probable, n. The moral lesson taught 
by a story, incident, etc.; (pi.) moral 
habits or conduct; ethics, moral science. 
moral (2), morale (mo-ral'), n. Mental 
or moral condition; courage and endur¬ 
ance in supporting fatigue and danger, 
esp. of troops in war. moralist, n. 
moral'ity, n. The doctrine, principles, or 
practice of moral duties; moral science, 
morals, moral conduct; an early kind of 
drama in which the characters represented 
virtues, vices, etc. mor'alize, v.t. To 
interpret or apply in a moral sense; to 
provide with moral lessons, v.i. To make 
moral reflections (on), morally, adv. 
According to morality; practically, vir¬ 
tually. 

morass (mo-ras') [Dut. moeras , O.F. 

maresche , marsh], n. A swamp, a bog. 
moratorium (mor-&-tor'i-um) [L., from 
mordrl, to delay], n. Authorized tem¬ 
porary suspension of the payment of 
debts; an act authorizing this, 
morbid (mdr'bid) [L. morbus , disease], a. 
Sickly, diseased; pathological, mor¬ 
bidity, n. morbidness, n. 
mordant (mor'dant) [L. mordire , to bite], 
o. Biting, caustic; causing pain or 
smarting; serving to fix colours, etc. n. 
A substance for fixing colouring-matter 
in dyeing; an adhesive substance used in 
applying gold-leaf; a corrosive used by 
etchers, mordacious (-da'shus), a. Bit¬ 
ing, acrid; sarcastic, mordacity (-das'- 
i-ti\ mordancy (mor'dan si), n. 
more (mor) [A.-S. mara ], a. (superl. 
most) Greater in quantity, extent, de¬ 
gree, etc.; additional, extra, adv. In 
or to a greater degree, etc. (used to form 
compar. of many adjectives and adverbs); 
further, besides, again, 
moreover (mor-o'ver) [more, OVER], adv. 

Besides, in addition, further, 
moresque (mor-esk') [MOOR (8), -ESQUK], 
a. Moorish in style. 

morganatic (mor-ga-nSt'ik) [M.H.G. mor- 
gengdbe , morning-gift], a. Applied to a 
marriage in which the wife does not 
acquire the husband’s rank and neither 
she nor children of the marriage inherit 
his title or possessions. 

moribund (mor'i-bund) [L. moribundus , 
from mori, to die], a. In a dying state. 
Mormon (mor'mon) [mythic author of 
the Book of Mormon , containing alleged 
divine revelations], n. A member of an 
American religious body (the “ Latter-day 
Saints,” founded 1830) which formerly 
practised polygamy; a polygamist. Mor* 
monism, n. 

morn (morn) [A.-S. morgen], n. Morn¬ 
ing. 

morning (mor'ning) [M.E. morxeening , 
dawning], n. The first part of the day, 
from 12 at night to 12 noon, or from 
dawn to midday; (fig.) the early part of 
a period, a. Pertaining to the morning, 
morocco (mo-rok'o), n. A fancy leather 
tanned in a particular way and dyed 
(formerly made in Morocco). 
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morose (m6-r5s') [L. mdrdsus ], a. Peevish, 
sullen; given to brooding, 
morphia, -phine (mor'fi-a, -fin) [G. 
morphin , from Morpheus, the god of 
dreams], n. The alkaloid constituting 
the narcotic principle of opium, 
morris (mor'is) [MOORISH], n. A rustic 
dance in which characters from the Robin 
Hood legend were represented, 
morrow (mor'o) [M.E. morwen, MORNING], 
n. The day next after the present; (Jig.) 
the succeeding period, to-morrow, the 
morrow; on the morrow, 
morse (1) (m6rs) [Lapp, morsa], n. The 
walrus. 

Morse (2) (mors) [Am. inventor (d. 1872)], 
n. (colloq .) A message by the Morse 
code. IVIorse alphabet or code: A 
system of sending messages by telegraph 
in combinations of dots and dashes, 
morsel (mor'sel) [O.F., from L. morsus, 
bite], n. A mouthful; a small piece of 
food; a small quantity, 
mortal (mor'tal) [L. mortSMs, from mors 
mortis , death], a. Causing death, fatal; 
inveterate; involving spiritual death; 
pertaining to death; liable to death, 
hence, human, n. A human being, mor¬ 
tality, n. The quality of being mortal; 
human nature; human beings; loss of 
life, esp. on a large scale; the death- 
rate. 

mortar (mbr't&r) [A.-S. mortere , L. mor- 
t&rium], n. A vessel in which substances 
are pounded with a pestle; a short 
cannon for throwing shells at a high 
angle; a cement made of lime, sand, and 
water, for use in building, v.t. To join, 
plaster, or close up with mortar, mortar¬ 
board, n. A square board for holding 
mortar; a square-topped college cap. 
mortgage (mor'gaj) [O.F. (L. mors mortis , 
death, GAGE)], n. The grant of an 
estate, etc., as security for the payment 
of money, v.t. To grant or make over 
property on mortgage; (fig.) to pledge, 
esp. oneself, mortgagee', n. One to 
whom property is mortgaged, mort¬ 
gagor', n. One who mortgages property, 
mortify (mOr'ti-fi) [L. mortificare], v.t. To 
subdue (the passions, etc.) by self-disci¬ 
pline; to humiliate, wound, v.t. To 
lose vitality, to decay, to gangrene, 
mortification, n. mortifyingly, adv. 
mortise (mbr'tis) [F. mortaise ], it. A 
hole cut in timber, etc., to receive a tenon, 
mortmain (mbrt'mSn) [med. L. mortua 
manus , dead hand], n. Possession of 
lands or tenements by an ecclesiastical or 
other corporation who cannot alienate, 
mortuary (mbr'tu-ar-i) [L. mortu&rius , as 
MORTAL], a. Pertaining to death or 
burial, n. A building for the tem¬ 
porary reception of the dead, 
mosaic (1) (md-za'ik) [F. mosaique, Gr. 
mousaikos, pertaining to the Muses], a. 
Applied to inlaid work of small pieces 
of differently-coloured marble, glass, etc.; 
tesselated, inlaid, n. A pattern, picture, 
etc.; produced in this style. 


Mosaic (2) [Moses), a. Pertaining to 
Moses or to the law given through 
him. 

moselle (m6-zel') [name of river], n. A 
white wine made in the Moselle district. 
Moslem (moz'lem) [Arab, muslim ], n. A 
Mohammedan, a. Pertaining to the 
Mohammedans. 

mosque (mosk) [Arab, masgid], it. A 
Mohammedan place of worship, 
mosquito (mos-ke'to) [Sp., L. musca , 
fly], n. An insect with a proboscis for 
piercing the skin and sucking blood, 
moss (mos) [A.-S. mos, bog], n. A bog, 
wet, spongy land; a low, tufted, her¬ 
baceous plant usually growing on damp 
soil or on stones, trees, etc. moss- 
rose, n. A rose with moss-like calyx, 
moss-trooper, n. One of the marauders 
who formerly infested the borders of 
England and Scotland, mossy, a. 
most (most) [A.-S. mcest], a. Greatest in 
amount, extent, quality, degree, etc. 
adv. In the greatest or highest degree 
(forming the superl. of many adjectives 
and adverbs), n. The greatest number, 
quantity, etc.; the best, the worst, etc.; 
the majority, mostly, adv. 

-most [A.-S. -mest], suf. Forming super¬ 
latives denoting position, order, etc., as 
in hindmost , inmost , utmost . 
mote (mot) [A.-S. mot], n. A particle of 
dust, a speck; anything proverbially 
small. 

moth (moth) [A.-S. moththe ], n. One of 
a group of nocturnal or crepuscular 
winged insects allied to the butterflies, 
but not having'knotted antennae, mothy, 
a. Full of moths; moth-eaten, 
mother (mfitA'6r) [A.-S. m6der , cogn. with 
L. mater , Gr. mlttr), n. A female parent; 
the source or origin of anything; a 
motherly woman; the head of a religious 
community; a thick slimy substance 
forming in vinegar during fermentation. 
v.t. To act as mother towards, a. Hold¬ 
ing the place of a mother; giving origin; 
native, inborn, vernacular. mother 
country: One’s native country; a country 
in relation to its colonies, mother-in- 
law, n. (pi. mothers-in-law), the 
mother of one’s wife or husband, 
mother of-pearl, n. The iridescent 
pearly substance forming the internal 
layer of many shells, mother tongue : 
One’s native language. mother wit: 
Natural sagacity, common sense, 
motherhood, n. motherless, a. mo¬ 
therly, a. and adv. 

motion (mS'shfm) [L. mOtiOnem , nom. -tio, 
as next], n. Act, process, or state of 
moving; passage from place to place; 
a proposal, esp. in a deliberative 
assembly; an application to a court for 
a rule or order; (Jig.) impulse, instigation. 
v.t. To direct by a gesture, v.i. To make 
significant gestures. 

motive (mo'tiv) [O.F. motif , med. L. 
mdtlvus , from mot-, stem of movgre, to 
move], a. Causing or tending to cause 
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motion; pertaining to movement, n. 
That which incites to action, or deter¬ 
mines the will; cause, incentive; ( Art) 
the predominant idea, etc. v.t. (usu. in 
p.p.) To furnish with an adequate motive 
(as a story, play, etc.), motiveless, a. 
motiv'ity, n. 

motley (mot'll) [ ?], a. Variegated; dressed 
in parti-coloured clothes; heterogeneous, 
n. The parti-coloured dress of jesters, 
motor (mo'tor) [L., from movere, to move], 
n. That which imparts motive power, 
esp. a machine; a motor-car; a muscle 
for moving some part; a nerve exciting 
muscular action, o. Causing or impart¬ 
ing motion, v.i. To drive or ride in a 
motor-car. 

mottle (motl) [prob. from motley], v.t. 
To variegate with spots or different 
colours. 

motto (mot'8) [It., a word], n. (pi. -oes) 
A short pithy sentence expressing a senti¬ 
ment; a maxim adopted as a rule of 
conduct; (Her.) a word or sentence used 
with a crest or coat of arms, 
mouch (mooch) [?], v.i. To play truant; 

to skulk, sneak about, 
mould (1) (mold) [A.-S. molde], n. Fine 
soft earth, the ground; (Jig.) the grave, 
mould (2) [O.North.F. molde , L. modulus ], 
n. A hollow shape into which molten 
metal, etc., cools Into a permanent shape; 
a templet for shaping cornices, etc., and 
analogous appliances; a tin vessel for 
shaping puddings, etc.; (Jig.) physical 
form; character, nature, v.t. To form 
into a particular shape; to fashion, 
mould (3) [M.E. mould , become mouldy], 
n. A fungoid growth forming a furry 
coating on matter left in the damp, 
mouldy, a. mouldiness, n. 
moulder (mol'd&r) [prob. from MOULD 
(1)], v.i. To turn to dust by natural 
decay; to crumble. 

moulding (mOl'ding) [MOULD (2), -ING], n. 
Act or process of shaping anything in a 
mould; anything formed in a mould; 
part of a cornice, capital, etc. 
moult (molt) [L. matdre , to change], v. 
To cast the feathers, skin, horns, etc. (of 
certain birds and animals), 
mound (mound) [?}, n. An elevation 
of earth, stones, etc., esp. artificial; a 
tumulus. 

mount (mount) [A.-S. munt, L. mons 
montis ], ». A high hill; a mountain; 
that upon which anything is mounted; 
the margin round a picture; a setting, 
a strengthening part; a horse; a means 
of mounting on horseback, v.i. To 
ascend; to soar; to get on horseback; 
to rise in amount, v.t. To climb; to 
ascend upon, to get on; to put (a picture) 
on a mount; to stage (a play); to put (a 
person) on a horse; to furnish with a 
horse. 

mountain (moun'tan) [O.F. montaigne , 
L. mons montis ], n. A natural elevation 
of the earth’s surface rising high above 
the surrounding land; a large heap or 


pile; something of great bulk, mountain 
ash: The rowan, a tree with bright 
scarlet berries, mountain-chain, n. A 
range or series of mountains, moun¬ 
taineer', n. One who dwells among 
mountains; one who climbs mountains 
for amusement or scientific purposes, 
mountaineering, n. mountainous, a. 
mountebank (moun'tfr-b&nk) [It. mon- 
tambanco (monta in banco , to mount on a 
bench)], n. A quack doctor, a charlatan, 
mourn (m5rn) [A.-S. muman], v.i. To 
express or feel sorrow or grief; to wear 
mourning, v.t. To grieve or sorrow for; 
to deplore; to utter mournfully, mourner, 
n. mournful, a. mournfully, adv. 
mourning, a. Grieving; expressive of 
grief or sorrow. n. Grief, sorrow, 
lamentation; dress worn by mourners, 
mouse (mous) [A.-S. mas, L. and Gr. 
mas], n. (pi. mice, mis) A small rodent 
quadruped, esp. the common house 
mouse; applied to shrews, voles, etc. 
v.i. (mouz) To hunt for or catch mice, 
mouser (mou'z6r), n. A cat good a£ 
catching mice. 

moustache (mus-tash') [F.], n. The hair 
on the upper lip of men. 
mouth (mouth) [A.-S. math], n. The 
opening at which food is taken into the 
body with the cavity containing the 
organs of speech, etc.; (fig.) anything 
analogous to a mouth; the opening of a 
vessel, cave, or the like; the outfall of a 
river, v.t. (mouth) To utter in an elab¬ 
orate or constrained manner, to declaim; 
to seize with the mouth; to chew. v.i. 
To talk pompously; to make grimaces, 
mouthpiece, n. A tube by which a 
cigar, etc., is held in the mouth; (fig.) a 
spokesman for others, mouthy (mou'/Ai), 
a. Talkative; ranting, 
move (moov) [O.F. movoir , L. movSre ], 
v.t. To cause to change position or pos¬ 
ture ; to put in motion, to stir; to incite, 
prompt, rouse (to action); to excite 
(laughter, etc.); to prevail upon; to 
propose, to submit for discussion, v.i. 
To change place or posture; to go from 
one place to another; to progress; to 
change one’s place of residence; to make 
an application, appeal, etc.; to take 
action, n. Act of moving; the right 
to move (in chess, etc.) ; proceeding, 
line of conduct; a device to obtain an 
object; a change of abode, movable, a. 
Capable of being moved; occurring at 
varying times (as a festival), n. Any¬ 
thing that can be moved or removed; 
(pi.) goods, furniture, chattels, etc., per¬ 
sonal as opp. to real property, mov- 
abil'ity, n. movement, n. Act or 
process of changing position, place, or 
posture, moving, a. Causing motion; 
in motion; impelling; pathetic, affecting, 
mow (1) (mou) [A.-S. maga], n. A heap of 
hay, corn, or other field produce, 
mow (2) (mo) [A.-S. mawan ], v.t. To cut 
(grass, corn, etc.) with a scythe, mowing- 
machine, etc.; (. fig.) to destroy indis- 
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criminately; to cut (down) in great 
numbers, mower, n. 
much (mfich) [A.-S. micel , MICKLE], a. 
Great in quantity or amount; long in 
duration, adv. In or to a great degree 
or extent; almost, about, n. A great 
quantity, a great deal; something un¬ 
common. 

mucilage (mG'si-laj) [F., from L. mUcildgo , 
from mucere , to be mouldy], n. A gummy 
substance from the various plants; gum 
prepared for use. mucilaginous (-l&j'i- 
nus), a. 

muck (muk) [Scand.], n. Dung or 
manure; refuse, anything filthy, disgust¬ 
ing or nasty, v.t. To make dirty; 
(slang) to make a mess of. 
mucus (mu'kus) [L.], ». The viscid 

secretion of the mucous membrane; 
slimy secretions in animals and fishes; 
gummy matter found in plants, soluble 
in water but not in alcohol, mucous 
(mu'kus), a. 

mud (mud) [Teut.], n. Moist, soft earth, 
mire; (fig.) anything that is worthless or 
'defiling, mudguard, n. A guard over 
a wheel of a vehicle or cycle to catch the 
mud. muddy, a. 

muddle (mudl) [freq., from prec.], v.t. 
To confuse, bewilder, stupefy; to make 
half drunk; to mix (up); to make a 
mess of, to bungle, v.t. To act or pro¬ 
ceed in a confused or bungling way. n. 
A mess; a state of confusion or bewilder¬ 
ment. muddle-headed, a. muddler, n. 
muff (1) (miif) [muffle], n. A cover¬ 
ing carried by women in which the hands 
are placed to keep them warm, 
muff (2) [?], «. An awkward or stupid 
fellow; a bungling action, 
muffin (miif'in) [? O.F. moufilet , soft 
bread], n. A plain, spongy, round cake, 
muffineer (-ner'), n. A castor for sprink¬ 
ling salt or sugar. 

muffle (miifl) [O.F. moufle , med. L. 
muffula , a mitten], v.t. To wrap or cover 
(up) closely and warmly; to wrap up 
(oars, bells, etc.) so as to deaden the 
sound; to dull. n. A large mitten; 
anything employed to deaden sound; a 
receptacle placed in a furnace to keep 
pottery from direct contact with flames 
and smoke, muffler, n. A scarf for the 
throat. 

mufti (muf'ti) [Arab.], n. An official in¬ 
terpreter of the Koran and Mohammedan 
law; civilian dress worn by officers off 
duty; ordinary dress, 
mug (mug) [Scand.], n. A drinking-cup, 
usu. cylindrical without a lip. 
mugger (mug'Sr) [Hind. magar], n. An 
East Indian crocodile with a broad snout, 
muggy (mug'i) [Scand.], a. Damp and 
close, sultry; moist, mouldy, 
mugwump (mug'wump) [Algonkin, a 
chief], n. An independent member of the 
American Republican party; one who 
declines to be led by party politics; a 
consequential person. 

mulatto (mu-l&t'6) [Sp. mulato , as mule], 


n. The offspring of a white and a 
negro. 

mulberry (mul'b6r-i) [?], n. A tree 
bearing a fruit like a large blackberry, 
mulch (mulch) [?], n. A surface layer of 
manure, etc., to keep the roots of plants 
moist. 

mulct (inulkt) [L. mulcta , a fine], n. A 
fine, esp. for an offence or misdemeanour. 
v.t. To punish with a fine or forfeiture, 
mule (mul) [A.-S. mill, L. mUlus], n. The 
offspring of a male ass and a mare; also 
a hinny; a hybrid between different 
animals or plants; (fig.) a stupidly 
obstinate person; an instrument for 
cotton-spinning, muleteer', n. A mule- 
driver. mulish, a. Like a mule; obsti¬ 
nate, sullen. 

mull (1) (mul) [?], v.t. To warm (wine, 
beer, etc.), sweeten, and flavour with 
spices. 

mull (2) (mul) [Sc., MILL], n. A horn 
snuff-box. 

mullein (mul'in) [A.-F. moleyne ], n. An 
herbaceous plant with woolly leaves and 
tall spikes of yellow flowers, Aaron’s rod. 
mullet (1) (mul'et) [O.F. mulet , L. mullus ], 
n. Two fishes, the red and grey mullet , 
living near coasts and ascending rivers, 
mullet (2) [O.F. molette , rowel], n. (Her.) 
The figure of a five-pointed star, 
mulligatawny (m&l-i-ga-taw'ni) [Tamil 
milagutannlr , pepper-water], n. An East 
Indian highly-flavoured curry-soup, 
mullion (mul'i-on) [?], n. A vertical bar 
dividing up a window, 
multi-, mult- [L. multus , many, much], 
pref. 

multifarious (mul-ti-f&r'i-us) [L. multi- 
fdrius ], a. Having great multiplicity, 
variety, or diversity, multifariously, 
adv. mul'tlfold, a. Manifold; many 
times doubled, mul'tlform, a. Having 
many forms, multilateral, a. Many- 
sided. multilin'eal, -ear, a. Having 
many lines, multimillionaire', n. One 
who possesses several millions, multi¬ 
partite (-par'tlt), a. 
multiple (mul'tipO [late L. multiplus], a. 
Manifold; having many parts, com¬ 
ponents, or relations, n. A quantity 
that contains another a number of times 
without remainder, multiple mark : 
The sign x indicating multiplication, 
mul'tiplex, a. Manifold; multiple, mul¬ 
tiplicity (-plis'i-ti), n. The quality of 
being many or manifold; many of the 
game kind. 

multiply (m&l'ti-pll) [L. multipliedre 
(multi-, plicdre, to fold)], v.t. To add (a 
multiplicand) to itself a certain number 
of times, producing a quantity called the 
product. v.i. To increase in number or 
extent; to increase by propagation, 
multiplicand', n. The quantity to be 
multiplied, multiplica'tion, n. Act or 
process of multiplying; increase by multi¬ 
plying. mul'tiplicative, a. multiplier, 
n. One who or that which multiplies or 
increases; the number by which the 




multitude 


273 


musket 


multiplicand is multiplied; an instrument 
for intensifying an electric current, 
multitude (mfil'ti-tud) [L. multitado 
(MULTI-, -TUDE)], n. The state of being 
numerous; a great number f a rery large 
crowd or throng; the" common people; 
multitu dinous, < Very numerous, 
mum (1) (mum) [onomat.], a. Silent. 
int. Silence, hushl v.i. To act in 
dumb-show; %o pfcy as a mummer, 
mum (2) [G/ mumme], n. Strong, sweet 
beer. 

mumble (tftfimbl) [M.E. momelen , from 
MUM (1)], v.i. To speak indistinctly; 
to eat with the lips closed, v.t. To 
mutter indistinctly or inarticulately; to 
chew gently,. *. Indistinct utterance, 
mumbler, h. murablingly, adv. 1 
mummer (tnfim'&r) [O.F. vxomeur (cp. 
MUM (1)], n. An actor in dumb-show, 
an itinerant masquer; ( confemp .) an 
actor, mumpiery, n. The performance 
of mumming Mcontemp.) tomfoolery, 
mummy (mfim'i) [Arab. m<imiyd y from 
mfim, wax usfed in embalming], n. A 
body preserver from decay by embalni- 
ing, esp. after t)ae manner of the ancieiit 
Egyptians; (Jig.) a dried-up person oi* 
body. v.t. To mUmmify. " mummify, v.f; 
To make into a Mummy, tcf^mbalm. 
mump (1) (mfimp) [?], v.i. Tq beg in a 
whining tone. v.t. To obtain by begging, 
mumper, n. 

mump (2) [?], v.i. To sulk; to mumble, 
to munch, n.pl. A contagious disease 
characterized by swelling and inflamma¬ 
tion of the salivary glands, 
munch (munch) [?], \ To chew audibly 
or with much movement of the jaws, 
mundane (mun'dan) [L.inundanus, from 
mundus , the world], a. Belonging to this 
world, earthly, worldly, 
mungoose (mdng'goos) [Marathi mangUs] % 
n. (pi- -gooses) An E. Indian ichneu¬ 
mon preying on snakes. 
municipaJ (mu-nis'i-pal) [L. municeps , a 
citizen], o. Pertaining to the government 
of a town or city, or to local government, 
municipality, n. A town, ckty, or 
district having a charter of incorporation 
or enjoying local self-government, 
munificent (mfl-nif'i-sent) [L. mUnificus], 
a. Liberal, bountiful; characterized by 
splendid liberality, munificence, n. 
muniment (mu'ni-mfent) [O.F., L. milnire, 
to fortify], n. A title-deed, charter, or 
record kept as evidence of title, 
munition (mu-nish'tin) [L. manxtio , as 
prec.], n. (usu. in pi.) Military stdres of 
all kinds, esp. ammunition; anything 
required for an undertaking, v.t. To 
furnish with munitions, 
mural (mur'Al) [F., from L. milrus, a 
wall], a. Pertaining to, on, or like a 
wall. 

murder (mgr'dOr) [A.-S. motthor ], n f 
Homicide with malice aforethought, vjt. 
To kill (a human being) with malice 
aforethought; to slay barbarously; (fig.) 
to spoil by blundering or clumsiness; to 


\ ^mangle!^mirderer, «. "murderess, n. 
murderous, a. 

murk (merk) |A.-S. mirce ], n. Darkness, 
murky, o. ITdck, obscure, murkily, 
adv. \ 

murmur (mer'mut) [L.], n. A low, con¬ 
tinuous sound, as\of running w r ater; a 
half-suppressed coYiplaint, a grumble. 
r.*t To make a loA continued noise; to 
mutter in discontent\ to find fault, v.t. 
To gutter in a low voiW murmurer, n. 
murrain (mur'an) [O.V. morine], n. An 
infections disease amonacattle. 
muscadel (mfis-ka-del') (\t. moscadello], n. 
A rich wine made from muscadine grapes: 
the grapes; a sweet fragrant pear, mus'- 
cadine, n. A grape with a musky flavour, 
muscle (miisl) [L. musculus, \dim. of rnus , 
mouse], n. A band or bundle of con¬ 
tractile fibrous tissue servings to effect 
movement of some part of the body ; 
muscular strength. \ 

Muscovite (mus'k6-vlt) [F. Jduscovie , 
Moscow], n. A native of Russia^ Com¬ 
mon mica. 

muscular (mus'ku-lar) [MUSCLEjAJte], 
Pertaining to the muscles; having Vtvell- 
developed muscles; strong; brainy, 
muscularity, n. f 

Muse (1) (muz) [Gr. Mofusa ], n. 

Myth.) One of nine goddesses, daughtto 
of Zeus and Mnemosyn/ who presidi 
over the liberal arts; thfc inspiring powd 
Of poetry, poetical geni/s. 
muse (2) [F. musery v.i. To ponder,' 5 
meditate (upon); Jfp reflect (upon) in 
silence^ to engage/in reverie, v.t. To 
meditation, n. Abstraction of mind; 
reverie. nittslngW' aHv. 
museum (mu-ze'^pm) [«r. mouseion , a 
temple of the Myses], n. A. place for the 
preservation ana exhibition^ of objects 
illustrating antiquities, att, nathf al science, 
etc. / \ \ 

[? MASH], n. A soft pulp, 


: um) [FT^ouwerdfi], n. 
(ng edible fungus; (fig.) an 
Ephemeral, upstart. \ 
"'zik) [Gr. moutikS techng, the 
[e Muses], n. The art of cotia- 
ocal and instrumental tones in \ 
form; such a combination of 
melody, harmony; a musical 
music-hall, n. A public building* 
iety entertainments, musical, a. 
an (-zish'an), n. 

k | (musk) [Pers.], n. An odoriferous 
r/sin obtained from the male musk-deer; 
ie odour of this; a plant with a similar 
cent.\ musk-deer, n. A small hornles/ 
. deer off Central Asia, musk-ox, n. Ah 
Arctic-American bovine ruminant. J 
musket (mCis'ket) [F. mousquet, orig. a 
sparrowhAwk], n. The old fire-arm of 
the infantry; any old-fashioned smooth¬ 
bore gun ;\ *the male ^parrowhawk. 
musketeer', tj. A soldier tfrmedwith a 
musket. musa«$ry, ». The art of using 
the musket. 
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muslin (muz'lin) [F. mousseline (Mosul in 
Mesopotamia, where formerly made)], n. 
A fine cotton fabric used for dresses, 
curtains, etc. 

musquash (mus'kwosh) [Algonkm], n. 
A N. American aquatic rodent yielding a 
valuable fur and secreting a musky 
substance. 

mussel (mus'el) [A.-S. mUscelle , as MUSCLE], 
n. An edible bivalve mollusc. 
Mussulman (mus'ul-man) [Arab, muslim , 
MOSLEM], n. (pi. -mans) A Moham¬ 
medan, a Moslem. 

must (1) (must) [A.-S. from L. mustus , 
fresh], n. New wine, grape juice before 
fermentation; mustiness. v. To make 
or grow mouldy. 

must (2) (must) [A.-S. mOste], aux. v. To 
be obliged to, to be under a necessity to; 
to be requisite; to be certain to. 
mustang (mCis'tang) [Sp. mestengo), n. 
The wild horse of the American prairies, 
mustard (mus'tard) [O.F. mostarde , conn, 
with MUST (1)], n. A plant of the genus 
Sinapis ; the seeds of this ground and 
used as a condiment. 

muster (m&s'ter) [It. mostra, a show, as 
monster], n. The assembling of troops; 
a register of forces mustered; a gathering. 
v.t. To collect or assemble for review, 
checking of rolls, etc.; to bring together; 
to summon (up strength, courage, etc.), 
t’.t. To meet in one place, muster-roll,n. 
A register of troops, a ship’s company, etc. 
musty (mus'ti) [must (1)], a. Mouldy; 
sour, stale, mustiness, n. 
mutable (mu'tabl) [L. mutdre, to change], 
a. Liable to change; fickle, unstable, 
mutabil ity, n. mutate', v.t. To change, 
to be transmuted, v.t. (Oram .) To 
modify, muta'tion, n. Act or process 
of changing. 

mute (mut) [O.F. muet ], a. Silent, 
speechless; dumb; not spoken; unpro¬ 
nounced; produced by complete closure 
of the organs of the mouth or interruption 
of the breath (as A, p , d y k t etc.), n. 
One who is silent; a dumb person; a 
hired attendant at a funeral; a con¬ 
trivance for deadening sound (as in a 
piano); a letter which is not pronounced; 
a consonant that stops the sound entirely, 
mutilate (mu'ti-iat) [L. mutil&tus , maimed], 
v.t. To cut off a limb or an essential 
part of; to maim, disfigure; to injure 
(literary work, etc.) by excision, mutila'- 
tion, n. mu'tilator, n. 
mutineer (mu-ti-ner') [F. mutinier , from 
mutin, mutinous], n. One who mutinies. 
v.t. To mutiny, mutinous, a. mutin¬ 
ously, adv. mutiny, n. Open resist¬ 
ance to or revolt against constituted 
authority, esp. by sailors or soldiers, v.i. 
To rise or rebel against authority, 
mutter (mfit'6r) [imit.], v.t. To speak in 
a low voice; to grumble, to murmur (at 
or against), v.t. To utter in a low or 
indistinct voice; to say in secret, n. 
A low or indistinct utterance; a murmur, 
a grumble, mutteringiy, adv. 


mutton (mut'6n) [O.F. moton (F. moutoh )], 

n. The flesh of sheep used as food, 
mutual (mu'tu-al) [L. mUtuus , reciprocal], 
a. Reciprocal; possessed, done, felt, etc., 
by each of two persons, parties, etc., to 
or towards the other, mutuality, n. 
muzzle (rauzl) [O.F. musel ], n. The pro¬ 
jecting mouth and nose of a horse, dog, 
etc.; the mouth of a cannon; a guard 
to prevent an animal biting. v.t. To 
put a muzzle on; (fig.) to silence, 
my (ml, mi) [M.E. ml], poss. a. (absol. 
mine) Belonging to me; used in forms of 
address (as my boy , my dear). 
myope (mi'op) [Or. muein, to shut. Ops , 
eye], n. A short-sighted person, myo'pia, 
n. myopic (-op'ik), a. 
myosotis (ml-o-so'tis) [Or. mils muos , 
mouse, ous 6tos, ear], n. A genus of hardy 
plants comprising the forget-me-not. 
myriad (mir'i-id) [Gr. mUrios y countless], 
a. Innumerable, countless, n. A very 
great number. 

Myrmidon (mSr'mi-d6n) [Gr. Murmi- 
dones\ n. One of a warlike people of 
Thessaly, ruled over by Achilles; a faith¬ 
ful follower, an unscrupulous underling, 
myrrh (mfer) [A.-S. myrre y Gr. murra , 
from Semitic], n. A gum resin from 
Arabian and Abyssinian trees used in 
incense, perfumes, etc. 
myrtle (mSrtl) [Gr. murtos] y n. A tall 
shrub with glossy evergreen leaves and 
sweet-scented flowers, 
myself (ml-, mi-self') [ME, SELF], pron. 
Used in the nominative after * I,’ to 
express emphasis; in the objective 
reflexively. 

mystery (1) (mis't6r-i) [Gr. mustSfion , 
from muein , to close the eyes], n. Some¬ 
thing beyond human comprehension; a 
secret; secrecy, obscurity; a form of 
mediaeval drama drawn from sacred 
history, a miracle-play; a divine truth 
partially revealed; esoteric rites, mys¬ 
terious, a. Not plain to the under¬ 
standing; obscure, occult. 

^mystery (2) [M.E. mistere , as ministry], 
n. A handicraft, trade, or occupation, 
mystic (mis'tik) [Gr. mustikos, as mystery 
(1)], a. Pertaining to or involving mys¬ 
tery or mysticism; occult, esoteric; 
emblematical, n. One addicted to mys¬ 
ticism. mystical, a. mysticism (-sizm), 
n. The doctrine that man may by self¬ 
surrender and spiritual apprehension 
attain to direct communion with God. 
mystify (mis'ti-fi) [as prec., -FY], v.t. To 
bewilder, puzzle, hoax, mystiflca'tion, n. 
myth (mith) [Gr. muthos , fable], n. A 
legend or tradition, accepted as historical, 
embodying the beliefs of a people on the 
creation, the gods, the universe, etc.; an 
allegorical story; a fictitious event, person, 
etc. mythic, -al, a. mythology, n. 
A system of myths in which are embodied 
the beliefs of a people concerning their 
origin, deities, heroes, etc.; the science of 
myths, a treatise on myths, mytho- 
log'ic, -al (-loj'ik, -al), o. 
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nab (n&b) [Scand.], v.t. To catch, seize, 
nabob (na'bob) [Hind, natmodb], n. A 
deputy-governor under the Mogul empire 
in India; (fig.) a man who has amassed 
great wealth in India, 
nacre (na'ker) [Sp. and Port, nacar ], n. 
A fish yielding mother-of-pearl; mother- 
of-pearl. nacreous, nacrous, a. 
nadir (na'dir) [Arab], n. The point of the 
heavens directly opposite to the zenith or 
directly under our feet; (fig.) the lowest 
point (of decline, degradation, etc.), 
nag (1) (nag) [?], n. A small horse for 
riding; a horse. 

nag (2) [Scand.], v.i. To be continually 
finding fault; to scold (at), v.t. To 
find fault with, complain, or scold con¬ 
tinually. nagger, n. 
naiad (rn'&d) [Gr. naiad-, nom. naias), n. 
A water-nymph. 

nail (nai) [A.-S. noegel ], n. The horny 
substance at the tip of the fingers and toes; 
a claw, a talon; a measure of 2\ inches; 
a headed metal spike, for hammering 
into wood, etc., to fasten things together, 
or for use as a peg. v.t. To secure with 
nails; to stud with nails; to fix; to 
clinch (a bargain), nailer, n. 
nainsook (nan'suk) [Hind, nainsukh], n. 

A thick muslin or cotton cloth, 
naive (na-ev') [F.], a. Artless, ingenuous, 
unaffected, naively, adv. naivete (-tS,), n. 
naked (na'k6d) [A.-S. nacod ], a. Destitute 
of clothing, nude; without natural cover¬ 
ing; not sheathed; exposed, defenceless, 
nakedness, n. 

namby-pamby (n&m'bi-pSm'bi) [from 
Ambrose Philips (d. 1749), a sentimental 
poet], a. Insipidly sentimental; affec¬ 
tedly pretty. 

name (nSm) [A.-S. nama], n. A word 
by which a person, animal, place, or 
thing is known, spoken of, or addressed; 
a term as dist. from substance; sound as 
opp. to reality; (fig.) reputation, honour¬ 
able character; authority, v.t. To give 
a name to, to style; to call by name; 
to nominate; to mention, to cite, name¬ 
sake, n. A person or thing having the 
same name as or named after another, 
nameable, a. nameless, a. Having 
no name; anonymous; unknown, in¬ 
glorious; inexpressible, indefinable; unfit 
to be named, namely, adv. That is to 
say. 

nankeen (n&n-ken') [Nankin, China], n. 
A buff or yellow cotton fabric exported 
from Nankin. 

nap (1) (n&p) [A.-S. hnceppian], v.i. To 
sleep lightly, to doze; (fig.) to be unpre¬ 
pared. n. A short sleep, a doze in the 
day-time. 

nap (fc) [?], n. The surface produced on 
cloth by cutting and smoothing the pile; 
a smooth, downy growth on a surface, 
nap (3) [ Napoleon I], n. A game in which 
five cards are dealt to each player. 


nape (nap) [?], n. The back of the neck, 
napery (na'p6r-i) [O.F. naperie , L. mappa , 
napkin], n. Linen, esp. table-linen, 
naphtha (n&f'tha) [Gr.], n. An inflam¬ 
mable oil produced by dry distillation of 
bituminous shale or coal, 
napkin (nap'kin) [M.E. nappekyn , as 
NAPERY, -KIN], n. A small cloth, esp. 
one used at table; a small towel, 
nappy (n&p'i) [?], a. Covered with nap 
(of cloth, etc.); foaming, heady (of beer), 
narcissus (nar-sis'us) [Gr.], n. A genus 
of plants containing the daffodils and 
jonquils. 

narcotic (nar-kot'ik) [F. narcotique , Gr. 
narkoun , to benumb], a. Producing tor¬ 
por; soporific; (fig.) causing sleep or 
dullness, n. A substance that allays 
pain by inducing torpor, 
nard (nard) [Gr. nardos, of Oriental orig.], 
n. A balsam prepared from spikenard, 
narrate (na-rat') [L. narratus , p.p. of 
narrate ], v.t. To relate, to give an account 
of in speech or writing, narra'tion, n. 
nar'rative, a. In the form of narration; 
relating to an event or story, n. A tale, 
a story; an account, narra'tor, n. 
narrow (n&r'o) [A.-S. nearu ], a. Of small 
extent from side to side; limited, restricted, 
of limited scope; illiberal in views; pre¬ 
judiced; niggardly; impoverished; close, 
near, with little margin; precise, accurate. 
v.t. To make narrow or narrower; to 
contract in views or sentiments; to con¬ 
fine, limit, restrict, v.i. To become 
narrow or narrower, n. (usu. pi.) A 
strait; a narrow mountain-pass, nar¬ 
rowly, adv. narrowness, n 
narwhal (nar'wal) [Scand.], n. An Arctic 
cetacean with a long tusk, 
nasal (n&'z&l) [L. n&sus , nosed], a. Per¬ 
taining to the nose; sounded with the 
nasal passage open; pronounced as if 
through the nose. n. A letter or sound 
produced with the nasal passage open, 
nascent (n&s'ent) [L. nascens -ntis, being 
born], a. Coming into being; beginning 
to develop. 

nasturtium (na-st6r'shilm) [L.], n. A 
trailing plant with vivid orange flowers, 
nasty (nas'ti) [?], a. Dirty, foul, repul¬ 
sive; indecent; nauseous; annoyiDg, 
vexatious, nastiness, n. 
natal (na't&l) [L. ndtus , born], a. Of, from, 
or pertaining to one’s birth, 
natant (n&'t&nt) [L. natans, swimming], a. 

Swimming; floating, nata'tion, n. 
nation (n&'shun) [L. natio , -dnis, as NATAL], 
n. A people under the same government 
and inhabiting the same country, or be¬ 
longing to the same ethnological family 
and speaking the same language, national 
(n&sh'o-nal), a. Pertaining to a nation; 
general, as opp. to local; attached tc 
one’s country, n. A member or subject 
of a particular nation; one’s fellow- 
countryman. nationalism, n. Devotion 
to the nation; nationalization of industry; 
the policy of national independence; 
patriotic effort, sentiment, etc nation- 
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al'lty, n. nationalize, v.t. To make 
the nation the owner of. nationaliza'- 
tion, n. nationally, adv. 
native (na'tiv) [L. ndtlvus , as prec.], a. 
Pertaining to a place or country by birth, 
indigenous; belonging to a person, 
animal, etc., by nature; inborn, natural, 
not acquired; pertaining to the place of 
one’s birth, n. One born in a place; an 
indigenous plant or animal; an oyster raised 
in home waters, nativ'ity, n. Birth, 
esji. that of Christ, the Virgin, or St. John 
the Baptist; a festival in commemoration 
of this; a horoscope, 
natty (nSt'i) [?], a. Neat, spruce, 
natural (nSch'ur-41) [nature, -AL], a. 
Pertaining to, produced, or constituted 
by nature; innate, not artificial; instinc¬ 
tive; in conformity with nature, normal, 
not irregular or supernatural; animal, not 
spiritual; true to life; unaffected; un¬ 
disguised; ordinary; easy (to); related 
by nature only, illegitimate; concerned 
with nature or animal life. n. An idiot; 

( Mus .) a sign cancelling the effect of a 
preceding sharp or flat, naturalist, n. 
One versed in natural history, naturalis'- 
tic, o. Realistic; pertaining to natural 
history, naturalize, v.t. To make natural; 
to acclimatize; to confer the rights and 
privileges of a natural-born subject on. 
naturalization, n. naturally, adv. Ac¬ 
cording to nature; as might be expected, 
of course. 

nature (nS'chur) [L. ndtilra , as NATAL], n. 
The essential qualities of anything; 
natural character or disposition; kind, 
sort, class; vital or animal force; the 
whole sum of things, forces, activities, 
and laws constituting the physical uni¬ 
verse ; the physical power governing these; 
the material universe regarded as dist. 
from the supernatural or from a creator; 
the condition of man preceding social 
organization; the undomesticated con¬ 
dition of animals or plants, 
naught (nawt) [A.-S. ndwiht (n<J, no, 
wiht, whit)], n. Nothing; a cipher, a. 
Worthless, adv. In no degree, to set 
at naught : To disregard, 
naughty (naw'ti) [prec., -Y], a. Perverse, 
mischievous; disobedient, ill-behaved, 
naughtily, adv. naughtiness, n. 
nausea (naw'si-A) [Gr. naus , ship], n. A 
feeling of sickness; loathing; sea-sickness, 
nauseate, v.t. nauseating, a. nause¬ 
ous, a. 

nautical (naw'ti-kal) [Gr. nautikos, as 
NAUSEA], a. Pertaining to ships, naviga¬ 
tion, or sailors. 

nautilus (naw'ti-lha) [Gr. nautilos , a sea¬ 
man, as prec.], n. A shell-fish furnished 
with a sail-like membrane, 
naval (nil'val) [L. n&valis , from navis , a 
ship], a. Consisting of or pertaining to 
ships or a navr 

nave (1) (nftv) [A.-S. nafu], n. The hub of a 
wheel, in which the axle and spokes are 
inserted. 

nave (2) [L. navis, ship], n. The body of 


a church, excluding the choir or chancel 
and the aisles. 

navel (na'v61) [A.-S. nafela ], n. The 

cicatrix of the umbilical cord, forming a 
depression on the surface of the abdomen, 
navigate (nav'i-g5t) [L. ndvigdtus , p.p. of 
ndvigare ], v.t. To pass from place to 
place by water; to manage a ship. v.t. 
To pass over or up or down, In a ship, 
etc.; to manage, to conduct (a ship, 
flying-machine, etc.). navigable, o. 
navigability, n. navigation, n. The 
act, art, or science of navigating, navi¬ 
gator, n. One skilled in navigation, 
navvy (navi) [short for navigator], n. 
Orig. a labourer employed on canals; 
now one employed in any kind of ex¬ 
cavating, as the construction of railways, 
navy (n&'vi) [L. navis , ship], n. The war¬ 
ships of a nation: their officers, men, 
dockyards, etc. 

nay (ni) [Scand.], adv. Expressing nega¬ 
tion or refusal; not only so, more than 
that, and even. n. A denial, a refusal, 
neap (nep) [A.-S. nip], a. Low or lowest 
(applied to tides), n. A neap tide. 
Neapolitan (ne-a-pol'i-tan) [L. and Gr. 
Neapolis , Naples], a. Pertaining to or 
distinctive of Naples or its inhabitants. 
n. An inhabitant of Naples, 
near (ner) [A.-S. Mar (compar. of Mah , 
NIGH)], adv. At or to a short distance, 
at hand, nigh, in place, time, or degree; 
almost; closely; carefully, sparingly. 
prep. Close to in place, time, condition, 
etc. a. Nigh, close at hand; closely 
related; intimate; literal, not loose (of 
a likeness, translation, etc.); close, nar¬ 
row; direct (of roads, etc.); on the left 
(of horses or vehicles); parsimonious, 
niggardly, v.t. To approach, to draw 
nigh to. nearly, adv. Almost; inti¬ 
mately; in a parsimonious manner, 
nearness, n. 

neat (1) (net) [A.-S. Mat], n. Cattle of 
the bovine kind; an animal of this kind, 
neat-herd, n. A cowherd, 
neat (2) (nSt) [A.-P. neit, L. nitire , to 
shine], o. Tidy, trim; simply ordered; 
nicely proportioned, well made; dexter¬ 
ous, clever; undiluted, neatness, n. 
nebula (neb'u-la) [L., mist], n. (pi. -lae) 
A cloudy patch of light in the heavens 
produced by groups of stars or by a mass 
of gaseous matter, nebular, a. Per¬ 
taining to nebulse. neb'ulous, o. Cloudy, 
hazy, obscure, uncertain, 
necessary (nes'6-sar-i) [L. necessdrius , 
from necesse , unavoidable], «. Needful, 
indispensable, requiring to be done; 
inevitable; existing by necessity; deter¬ 
mined by natural laws; not voluntary, 
compulsory; intuitive, conclusive, n. That 
which is indispensably requisite; (pi.) 
things essentially requisite, esp. to life, 
necessarily, adv. Of necessity; inevit¬ 
ably. 

necessitate (ne-ses'i-tSt) [as foil.], v.t. 
To make necessary or unavoidable; to 
entail as an unavoidable condition, etc. 
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necessity (n6-ses'i-ti) [L. necessitas , as 
NECESSARY], n. The quality of being 
necessary; inevi tableness; indispens- 
ability; constraint, compulsion; com¬ 
pelling force of circumstances, external 
conditions that make one act in a certain 
way; that which is necessary (often in 
pi); want, poverty, necessitous, a. 
Needy, in poverty. 

neck (nek) [A.-S. hnecca], n. The portion 
of the body connecting the trunk with the 
head; anything resembling this, as an 
isthmus, a narrow passage, the slender 
part of a bottle, neck-band, n. A part 
of a garment fitting round the neck, 
neckcloth, n. A cravat or neck-tie. 
neckerchief, n. A kerchief for the neck, 
necklace, u, A string of gems, etc., worn 
round the neck, necklet, n. A small 
fur for the neck; an ornament- for the 
neck, neck-tie, n. A strip of material 
encircling or worn as if encircling the 
collar and tied in front, 
necromancy (nek'rd-mSn-si) [M.E. and 
O.P. nigromancie, L. necromantia , Gr. 
nekros, a dead body, -MANCY], n. The 
art of revealing future events by com¬ 
munication with the dead; magic, 
necromancer, n. r.ecrcman'tic, a. 
necropolis (ne-krop'6-lis) [Gr. nekros , 
-POLIS], n. A cemetery, esp. a large one. 
nectar (nSk'tAr) [Gr. nektar ], n. The 
drink of the gods; (Jig.) any delicious 
drink; the honey of plants, nec'tarine, 
n. A smooth-skinned variety of peach, 
need (n§d). [A.-S. nird], n. Lack of 

something; a state requiring relief, 
urgent want; indigence; emergency; 
that which is wanted, v.i. To be want¬ 
ing or necessary, to be bound, to be 
under necessity to; to be in want. v.i. 
To be in want of, to require, needful, a. 
needless, a. Unnecessary, not required; 
superfluous, needs, adv. Of necessity, 
necessarily, indispensably (usu. with 
must), needy, a. In need; necessitous, 
needle (nedl) [A.-S. ncedT], n. A small, 
rod-shaped steel instrument with an eye 
for carrying a thread, used in sewing; 
analogous instruments for knitting, cro¬ 
cheting, etc.; the indicator in a mariner’s 
compass, telegraphic receiver, etc. needle¬ 
woman, n. A seamstress, needlework, 
n. needleful, n. 

ne’er (nar) [contr.], adv. Never, ne’er- 
do-well, a. Good for nothing, n. A 
good-for-nothing. 

nefarious (n6-far'i-ds) [L. nef&rius ( ne , 
not, fas, right)], a. Wicked, abominable, 
negation (nS-ga'shfin) [L. negate , to deny], 
n. Denial; refusal, contradiction, 
negative (neg'a-tiv) [as prec.], a. Con¬ 
taining or implying negation; denying, 
prohibiting, refusing; the opposite to 
positive; (Phot.) showing the lights dark 
and the shadows light, n. A proposi¬ 
tion, reply, etc., expressing negation; a 
veto; the side of a question that denies; 
lack or absence of something; (Phot.) a 
plate bearing an image in which lights 


and shades are reversed; negative elec¬ 
tricity, or the negative plates in a voltaic 
cell; (Alg.) a negative or minus sign 
(—) or quantity, v.t. To veto, to refuse 
to accept, sanction, or enact; to con¬ 
tradict. 

neglect (n6g-lekt') [L. neglectus , p.p. of 
negligere ], v.t. To treat carelessly; slight, 
disregard; to leave undone, n. Dis¬ 
regard (of); omission to do anything that 
should be done; negligence; state of 
being neglected, neglectful, a. negligi 
(neg-li-zha) [F.], n. A state of undress 
or free and easy attire, negligent, a. 
negligence, n. Neglect, carelessness: 
disregard of conventions, etc. 
negotiate (n6-go'shi-at) [L. negOtiatus 
(negOtium , business)], v.i. To treat (with 
another) in order to make a bargain, com¬ 
promise, etc.; to traffic, v.t. To arrange 
by negotiating; to transfer (a bill, note, 
etc.) for value received; to obtain or give 
value for; (colloq.) to accomplish, 
negotiable, a. negotiability, n. 
negro (ng'gro) [L. niger, black], n. (fern. 
negress) One of the woolly-haired black 
or dark-brown, flat-nosed and thick- 
lipped African race. a. Pertaining to 
this race; dark-skinned, ne'groid, a. 
negus (1) (ne'gus) [name of inventor], n. 
A beverage of wine, hot water, sugar, and 
spices. 

negus (2) [native], n. The sovereign of 
Abyssinia. 

neigh (n&) [A.-S. hncegan ], v.i. To utter 
the cry of a horse; to whinny, n. The 
cry of a horse. 

neighbour (n5'b6r) [A.-S. nZahgebUr (NIGH, 
BOOR)], n. One who lives near; a person 
or thing happening to be near another; 
one having the claims of a fellow-man, 
etc. a. Near, adjoining, v.t. To ad¬ 
join; to lie near to. neighbourhood, n. 
The state of being neighbours; the 
vicinity; nearness; those who live near, 
neighbours, neighbouring, a. Situated 
or living near, neighbourly, a. and adv. 
neither (nl'-, ne'/Aer) [A.-S. nawther (nd, 
not, WHETHER)], a. Not either, pron. 
Not the one nor the other, conj. Not 
either, not on the one hand (of two 
alternatives); nor, nor yet. 

Nemesis (ncm'6-sis), n. The Greek god¬ 
dess of retribution; retributive justice, 
neo- [Gr. neos ], comb. form. New, recent, 
fresh. 

neolithic (nS-6-lith'ik) [NEO-, Gr. lithos, 
stone, -10], a. Pertaining to the later 
stone age characterized by ground and 
polished implements. 

neophyte (ne'6-fit) [Gr. neophutos (neo-, 
phutos, grown)], n. One newly converted 
or newly baptized; one newly admitted 
to the priesthood, etc. 
nepenthe, -thes (ne-pen'thi, -thez) [Gr. 
nepenthes (ni-, not, penthos, grief)], n. A 
potion that drives away sorrow, 
nephew (nev'u) [O.F. neveu ], n. The son 
of a brother or sister. 

nephritis (n6-fri'tis) [Gr. nephros , kidney. 
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-ITIS], n. Inflammation of the kidneys, 
nephrit'ic, a. 

nepotism (ne'p6-tizm) [It. nepotismo, L. 
nepos, grandson], n. Favouritism, as in 
bestowing patronage, towards one’s rela¬ 
tions. 

Neptune (nep'tun), n. The Roman god 
of the sea; ( fig .) the sea; the planet most 
remote from the sun. 

nereid (n§r'6-id) [Gr. Nereis, daughter of 
Nereus, a sea-god], n. ( pi . -ids) A sea- 
nymph. 

nerve (nerv) [L. nervus ], n. One of the 
fibres conveying sensations and impulses 
to and from the brain; (Jig.) strength, 
coolness, pluck; one of the ribs in a leaf; 
(pi.) the nervous system; an excited or 
disordered condition of the nerves, nervous¬ 
ness; (slang) impudence. v.t. To give 
strength or firmness to. nerveless, 
a. Destitute of strength or vigour; 
feeble, flabby, nervous, o. Pertaining 
to nerves; abounding in nervous energy; 
having weak nerves, excitable, timid; 
sinewy, muscular; vigorous in sentiment 
or style, nervously, adv. nervousness, 
«. The state of being nervous, 
nescient (nesh'i-6nt) [L. nesciens (tie-, not, 
sciens , knowing)], a. Ignorant, having no 
knowledge (of), nescience, n. 
ness (nes) [A.-S. nces], n. A promontory, 
cape. 

-ness [A.-S.], suf. Forming abstract 
nouns, as goodness, holiness. 
nest (nest) [A.-S.j, n. The shelter con¬ 
structed by a bird in which to lay its eggs 
and rear its young; any place used simi¬ 
larly by animals or insects; a snug abode 
or retreat; a haunt (as of robbers); a 
series or set, as of drawers or boxes. ».». 
To build and occupy a nest; to hunt for 
birds’ nests, nest-egg, ii. A real or 
artificial egg left in a n#st to prevent a 
hen from forsaking it; (fig.) something 
laid by as a nucleus for saving, nestling, 
n. A bird too young to fly. 
nestle (nesl) [A.-S. nesllian, from prec.], 
c.i. To be close or snug; to press closely 
(up to). 

net (1) (net) [A.-S.], n. A fabric of cord, 
etc., knotted into meshes, for catching 
fish, birds, etc., or for covering, pro¬ 
tecting, carrying, etc. v.t. To make into 
a net or netting; to cover or confine with 
a net; to catch in a net; to fish with or 
set nets; to ensnare, r.t. To make net¬ 
ting, network, or nets, 
net (2) [F., NEAT (2)], a. Free from all de¬ 
ductions; not subject to discount, 
nether (nef A'6r) [A.-S. neothera ], a. Lower; 
belonging to the region below the heavens 
or the earth, nethermost, o. 
nettle (netl) [A.-S. neteT], n. A common 
weed with inconspicuous flowers and 
minute stinging hairs, v.t. To irritate, 
to provoke, nettlft^rash, n. An erup¬ 
tion on the skin. 

neural (nur'al) [Gr. neuron, nerve, -AL],a. 
Pertaining to the nerves or the nervous 
system, neural'gia [Gr. algos, pain], n. 


An acute pain In a nerve or nerves, esp. 
in the head, neural'gic, a. neuras¬ 
thenia [Gr. asthencs, weak], n. Weakness 
of the nervous system, nervous debility, 
neurasthenic (-tben'ik), a. 
neuritis (nO-rl'tis) las prec., -ITISJ, n. 

Inflammation of a nerve, 
neurosis (nu-ro'sis) [as neural, osis], n. 
Functional disease of the nerves, neur- 
ot'ic, a. Pertaining to the nerves; suffer¬ 
ing from neurosis, n. A person of ab¬ 
normal nervous excitability, 
neuter (nu'tAr) [L., neither], a. (Oram.) 
Neither masculine nor feminine; (of 
verbs) intransitive; neutral, taking neither 
side. n. The neuter gender, 
neutral (nu'trAl) [L. neutralis, as prec.], a. 
Taking no part with either side; Indifferent, 
impartial; having no distinct character, 
colour, etc. n. A State or person that 
stands aloof from a contest; a subject of 
a neutral State, neutrality, n. neutral¬ 
ize, v.t. To render neutral, 
never (nev'er) [A.-S. noefre']. Not ever, 
at no time; on no occasion; none; surely 
not. nevermore, adv. At no future 
time; never again, nevertheless, conj. 
But for all that; notwithstanding; all the 
same. 

new (nu) [A.-S. nlwe], a. Lately made, 
inventedf, or Introduced; not before 
known; recently begun; never before 
used; fresh, unfamiliar, unaccustomed; 
(to), adv. Newly, recently (as new- 
blown, new-born); anew, fresh, new¬ 
fangled, a. New-fashioned; different 
from the accepted fashion, newly, adv. 
Recently, newness, n. 
newel (ntY6l) [O.F. nuel\, n. The central 
column from which the steps of a winding 
stair radiate; the well of a winding stair; 
a post supporting a hand-rail. 
Newfoundland (nu-found'land), n. A 
large breed of dog. orig. from Newfound¬ 
land. 

news (nuz) [NEW (rp. F. nouvelles)], n.pl. 
(usu. as sing.) Recent information, tid¬ 
ings. news-boy, -man, n. One who 
delivers or sells newspapers in the street, 
newspaper, n. A printed publication, 
usu. issued daily or weekly, containing 
news, advertisements, etc. 
newt (niit) [M.E. ewte (a newt, from an 
ewt), A.-S. efeta, eft], n. A small tailed 
amphibian. 

next (nekst) [A.-S. niahst ], a. Nearest in 
place, time, or degree; immediately 
following, adv. Nearest or immediately 
after, prep. Nearest to. n. The next 
person or thing. 

nib (nib) [?], n. A pen-point for insertion 
in a penholder. 

nibble (nibl) [?], v.t. To bite little by 
little; to bite at cautiously (as a fish at 
bait), n. Act of nibbling; a little bite; 
a bit nibbled off. 

niblick (nibTik) [?], n. (Golf) A club with 
a small cup-shaped iron head, 
nice (nis) [O.F., from L., as NESCIENT], a. 
Fastidious, dainty, scrupulous; discern- 
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ing, sensitive to minute differences; 
delicate, subtle, minute; ( colloq .) pleas¬ 
ing, toothsome; delightful, attractive, 
friendly, kind, nicely, adv. niceness, 
n. nicety (nl'sd-ti), n. Exactness; a 
minute point, a delicate distinction, 
niche (nich) [It. nicchia], n. A recess in a 
wall for a statue, etc.; (Jig.) one’s proper 
place or natural position, 
nick (nik) [?], n. A small notch, etc., esp. 
used as a guide, or a score for keeping 
account, v.t. To make a nick or nicks 
in; to snip, to cut. 

nickel (nikl) [Swed.], n. A lustrous 
silvery-white ductile metal; a U.S. five- 
cent piece, v.t. To coat with nickel, 
nickel-silver, n. An alloy like German 
silver but containing more nickel, 
nick-name (nik'nam) [M.E. nekename, 
from an ekename (eke. name)], n. A 
name given in derision or familiarity. 
v.t. To give a nick-name to 
nicotine (nik'6-ten) [Jean Xicot, d. 1600, 
who introduced tobacco into France], n. 
A poisonous alkaloid contained in tobacco, 
niece (nes) [O.F. ni>ce], n. The daughter 
of one’s brother or sister, 
niello (ni-el'o) [It., from L. niger, black], 
n. A black alloy used to fill the lines of 
incised designs on metal plates; an ex¬ 
ample of this work. 

niggard (nig'ard) [?], n. A stingy person, 
a miser, a. Miserly, mean, parsimonious 
nigger (nig'er) [F. nigre, Sp. negro], n. 
A negro (in contempt); one of a dark- 
skinned race. 

niggle (nigl) [?], v.i. To busy oneself 
with petty details; to trifle, niggling, 
a. and n. 

nigh (nl) [A.-S. neah], adv. Near; almost. 
a. Near; closely related, prep. Near, 
close to. 

night (nit) [A.-S. niht], n. The time of 
darkness from sunset to sunrise; the dark¬ 
ness of this period; nightfall; a period or 
state of darkness; (fig.) ignorance, in¬ 
tellectual and moral darkness, night-fall, 
n. The beginning of night, the coming 
of darkness; dusk, night-glass, n. A 
telescope enabling one to see objects at 
night, night-jar, n. The goatsucker, 
night-light, n. A short thick candle for 
keeping alight at night, nightmare, n. 
A terrifying dream accompanied with 
pressure on the chest and a feeling of 
powerlessness; (fig.) a haunting sense of 
dread, nightshade, n. One of several 
plants, esp. Atropa belladonna, nightly, a. 
nightingale (nl'ting-gal) [A.-S. nihtegale 
(NIGHT, galan, to sing)], n. A small migra¬ 
tory bird, singing at night as well as by day. 
nigrescent (nl-, ni-greB'dnt) [L. nigrescent, 
growing black], adj. Growing black, 
nihilism (nl'hil-izm) [L. nihil , nothing, 
-ISM], n. Any doctrine of a negative kind; 
(Phil.) denial of all existence, or of the 
knowledge of all existence; (Polit.) a form 
of anarchism aiming at subversion of 
all existing institutions, nihilist, n. 
nihilis tic, a. 


nil (nil) [L., contr. of nihil], n. Nothing, 
nimble (nimbi) [A.-S. numol ], a. Light 
and quick in motion; agile; alert, brisk, 
nimbus (nim'bus) [L., cloud], n. (pi. 
-buses) A halo surrounding the heads 
of divine or sacred personages in paintings, 
niminy-piminy (nim'i-ni-pim'i-ni) [imifc.], 
a. Affecting niceness; mincing, 
nincompoop (nin'kdm-poop) [?], n. A 
blockhead. 

nine (nin) [A.-S. nigon], a. Containing 
eight and one. n. The number composed 
of eight and one, 9, ix. the Nine : The 
Muses, ninepins, n. A game with nine 
skittles set up to be bowled at. ninefold, 
a. Nine times repeated, nineteen, a. 
and n. One more than eighteen; 19, xix. 
nineteenth, a. ninety, a and n. Nine 
times ten; 90, xo. ninetieth, a. 
ninny (nin'i) [?], n. A fool, a simpleton, 
ninth (ninth) [NINE, -TH], a. Next after 
the eighth, n. One of nine equal parts, 
nip (1) (nip) [?], v.t. To pinch, to com¬ 
press sharply; to cut or pinch off the point 
of; (fig.) to check the growth of; to 
wither; to benumb, v.i. To cause pain; 
(slang) to move quickly (in, out, etc.), n. 
A pinch, a sharp squeeze or compression; 
a bite; (fig.) a check, as by frost; a sar¬ 
casm. nipper, n. nippy, a. 
nip (2) [?], n. A small drink, esp. of 
spirits, v. To take a nip or nips, 
nipple (nipl) [ ?], n. The small prominence 
in the breast of female mammals by which 
milk is drawn, a teat. 

nit (nit) [A.-S. hnitu], n. The egg of a 
louse or other small insect, 
nitrate (nl'trat) [NITRE, -ATE], a. A salt 
of nitric acid; sodium or potassium nitrate, 
nitre (nTter) [F., from L. nitrum , Gr. nitron], 
n. Saltpetre, potassium nitrate, nitric, a. 
nitro-, comb. form, nitro-compound, n. 
A compound obtained by treatment with 
nitric acid, nitro-glycerine, n. A highly 
explosive oil, obtained by adding glycerine 
to a mixture of nitric and sulphuric acids, 
nitrogen (ni'trd-jen) [NITRO-, -GEN], n. 
A colourless, tasteless, gaseous element 
forming four-fifths of the atmosphere, the 
basis of nitre and nitric acid, 
nix, nixie (niks, nik'si) [G.], n. A water- 
sprite. 

nisam (ni-zam') [Hind.], n. The title of 
the ruler of Hyderabad, 
no (no) [A.-S. na], adv. A word of denial 
or refusal, the categorical negative; not; 
(with comp.) not at all. n. (pi. noes) 
The word “ no ”; a negative; (yl.) voters 
against a motion, a. Not any; notone; 
quite opposite or the reverse; absent, 
lacking, adv. Not (usu. at end of 
sentence with or). 

nobility (nd-bil'i-ti) [as foil.], n. The 
quality of being noble; magnanimity, 
dignity; nobleness of birth; the peerage, 
noble (nobl) [L. nObilis , from base of 
noscere, to know], a. Lofty in character, 
worth, or dignity; high-minded, morally 
elevated; of high rank; belonging to the 
nobility; stately, splendid; tine, adrnir- 
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able. n. A nobleman: an obsolete gold 
coin worth usu. 65 . 8 d. nobleman, n. A 
peer, noblesse (n6-bles'),n. The nobility, 
nobly, adv. 

nobody (nfi'bA-di) [NO, BODY], n. No one, 
no person; (Jig.) a person of no importance. 
-Tioct-, nocti- [L. nox noctis , night], comb, 
form. Nocturnal; by night, noctam- 
bulism (nok-tam'bA-lizm), [L. ambulate, 
to walk, -ISM], a. Night-walking, somnam¬ 
bulism. noctam'bulist, n. noctur nal, 
a. Relating to, occurring, or active by 
night, nocturnally, adv. noc'turne, n. 
A painting, piece of music, etc., in some 
way expressive of night. 
i ; od (nod) [?], t>.t. To incline the head in 
token of assent, salutation, etc.; to let the 
head fall forward; to be drowsy, v.t. To 
bend or incline (the head, etc.); to signify 
thus. n. A quick bend of the head, 
noddle (nodi) [?], n. ( contemp .) The 
head. 

noddy (nod'i) [prob. rel. to NOD], n. A 
simpleton, a fool; a tropical sea-bird, 
node (nod) [L. nodus , a knot], n. A knot, 
knob; the point at which the orbit of a 
planet intersects the ecliptic, or in which 
two great circles of the celestial sphere 
intersect, nod'ule, n. A small node or 
lump. 

noggin (nog'in) [?], n. A small wooden 
mug; a measure, usu. a gill; its contents, 
noise (noiz) [F.], n. A sound of any kind, 
esp. a loud or disagreeable one; clamour, 
din. v.t. To make public, noiseless, a. 
nomad (nom'ad) [Gr. nomas], n. One of 
a wandering tribe, a wanderer, nomad'ic, 
o. nomadically, adv. 
nomenclature (no'm&i-klA-chiir) [L. 
nomen , name, calare, to call], n. A system 
of names for the objects of study in any 
branch of science; a system of terminology, 
nominal (nom'i-nal) [L. nOmen -inis, name], 
a. Existing in name only; pertaining to 
a name or names, or to a noun; (Jig.) 
trivial, inconsiderable, nominalism, n. 
The doctrine that general or abstract 
concepts have no existence but as names or 
words, nominalist, n. nominalistic, 
o. nominally, adv. In name only, 
nominate (nom'i-nAt) [as prec.], v.t. To 
name, to mention by name; to appoint; 
to propose as a candidate; to denomi¬ 
nate. nomination, n. nominator, n. 
nominee' , «. One who is nominated; one 
proposed for office, etc. 
nominative (nom'i-n&-tiv) [as prec.], a. 
(Gram.) Applied to the case of the subject, 
n. The case of the subject; the subject of 
the verb. 

non- [L., not], pref. Signifying negation, 
failure to do or refraining from doing (as 
non-attendance, non-compliance ); person, 
etc., that is not the thing mentioned ( non- 
combatant, non-metallic ), something or 
someone unconnected with ( non-party , non- 
unionist), etc. non-combatant, a. Not 
in the fighting line. n. A civilian, esp. a 
surgeon, chaplain, etc., attached to troops, 
non-commissioned, a. Not holding a 


commission, applied to all military officers 
below the rank of lieutenant, non-com¬ 
mittal, n. Refusal to pledge oneself; the 
state of not being committed to either side. 
a. Impartial, non-conducting, a. Not 
conducting heat or electricity, non¬ 
conductor, n. non-juror, n. One who 
would not swear allegiance to William and 
Mary in 1689. 

nonage (no'naj, non'Aj) [NON-, AGE], n. The 
state of being under age; minority, 
nonagenarian (non-a-j6-n&r'i-An) [L. 
nOndggni, ninety each], o. Ninety years 
old. n. A person between 90 and 100. 
nonagon (non'a-gon) [L. n6nus, ninth, as 
DECAGON, etc.], n. A figure having 9 sides 
and 9 angles. 

nonce (nons) [/or then once, read as for the 
nonce], n. The present time, occasion, etc. 
nonchalant (non'sha-lAnt) [NON-, L. calcre, 
to glow], a. Careless, unmoved, indif¬ 
ferent. nonchalance, n . 
nonconformist (non-kbn-for'mist) [NON-, 
CONFORMIST], n. One who does not con¬ 
form, esp. a member of a Protestant sect 
dissenting from the Church of England, 
nonconformity, n. 

nondescript (non'dS-skript) [NON-, L. 
descriptus , described], o. Not easily 
classified • odd, abnormal, n. A person 
or thing that is odd or abnormal, 
none (nfin) [A.-S. ndn], pron. No one, 
no person; not any. o. No, not any. 
adv. In no respect; by no amount, 
nonentity (non-en'ti-ti) [NON-, ENTITY], n. 
Non-existence; a mere figment, an im¬ 
aginary or unimportant person or thing, 
nonesuch (nun'sCich) [NONE, SUCH], n. 
One who or that which is without an equal, 
a paragon. 

nonpareil (non-pA-rel') [NON-, F. pareil, L. 
par , equal], a. Having no equal; unique. 
«. A thing of unequalled excellence; a 
variety of apple; (non'pa-r61) a small size 
of type. 

nonplus (non'plus) [L. n<5n plds, no more], 
n. A state of perplexity; a quandary. 
v.t. To puzzle, confound, bewilder, 
nonsense (non's6ns) [NON-, SENSE], n. Un¬ 
meaning words, ideas, etc. ; foolish talk or 
conduct; absurdity; rubbish, 
nonsuit (non'sut) [NON-, SUIT], n. Stop¬ 
page of a suit during trial through in¬ 
sufficient evidence or non-appearance of 
plaintiff, v.t. To subject to a nonsuit, 
noodle (noodl) [?], n. A simpleton, fool, 
nook (nuk) [?], n. A corner; a cozy place, 
a secluded retreat. 

noon (noon) [L. nOna (hdra), ninth (hour)], 
n. The middle of the day, twelve o’clock. 
a. Pertaining to noon, noonday, n. and a. 
noontide, n. 

noose (noos) [?], n. A loop with a running 
knot binding the closer the more it is pulled, 
a snare. 

nor (ndr) [short for A.-S. ndhiooether (NO, 
WHETHER)], conj. And not (marking a 
subsequent part of a negative proposition); 
occasionally used without the correlative, 
norm (norm) [L. norma, carpenter’s square]. 






Norman 


281 


novel 


«. A. standard, pattern, type, normal, 
a. A ccording to rule or standard; regular, 
typical; ( Geom.) perpendicular, n. The 
usual state, quality, quantity, eto. nor¬ 
mal ity, n. nor'mally, adv. 

Norman (ndr'mAn) [Teut., NORTHMAN], n. 
A native or Inhabitant of Normandy; a 
member of a mixed race of Northmen and 
Franks established there, a. Pertaining 
to Normandy or the Normans. 

Norse (n6m} [north], a. Pertaining to 
Norway or its inhabitants, Norwegian, n. 
The Norwegian language, or the Scandi¬ 
navian languages, including early Swedish 
and Danish. Norseman, n. 
north (n&rth) [A.-S.], n. The cardinal 
point to the right of a person facing the 
Betting snn at the equinox; a region north 
of any given point; the northern part 
(of any country); the north wind. a. 
Situated in or towards the north; northern. 
adv. Towards or in the north, v. To 
veer or Bteer to the north, north-east, 
-west, n The point midway between 
the north and east, or north and west, a 
region lying in this quarter, a. Pertaining 
to or proceeding from the north-east, etc. 
north-easter, n. A north-east wind, 
north-easterly, a. north-eastern, a. In 
or towards this, north-eastward, a. 
north-man, n. An inhabitant of the north 
of Europe, esp. of Scandinavia, north-star, 
n. The pole-star, north-west,-wester, 
•tc. [NORTH-BAST], northerly (n5r'f/i6r-li), 
a. and odr. northern, a. northern 
lights: The aurora borealis, northerner, 
n. A native or inhabitant of the north, 
northernmost, a. northing (nOr'thiDg), 
n. The distance or progress in a north¬ 
ward direction, northward, a., adv., and 
n. northwardly, a. and adv. nor’- 
wester, n. A wind from the north¬ 
west. 

Norwegian (nflr-w6'J4n) [med. L. Norvegia], 
a. Pertaining to Norway or its inhabitants, 
w. A native of Norway; the language, 
nose (nfis) [A.-S. nosn\, n. The projecting 
part of the face containing the nostrils and 
the organ of smell; the power of smelling; 
a part reeerabling a nose, as a nossle, beak, 
prow, etc. v.t. To perceiv#* or detect by 
smelling; (Jig.) to find out; to push (one’s 
way), v.i. To smell; (fa.) to search, to 
ry; to push ahead, nose-bag, n. A 
ag containing provender for hanging over 
a horse’s head, nosegay, n. A bunch of 
flowers, esp. fragrant ones, 
nostalgia (noe-t&l'ji-A) [Or. nostos , return, 
algos, pain], n. Morbid longing for home; 
home-sickness. 

nostril (nos'trll) TA.-8. nosthyrl (NOSE, 
thyrel, hole)], n. One of the apertures of 
the nose. 

nostrum (nos'trfim) [L., neut. of noster , 
our], n. (pi. -ums) A medicine based 
on a secret formula; a quack romedy. 
not (not) [NAUGHT], adv. Expressing nega¬ 
tion, denial, prohibition, or refusal, 
notable (nfi'tAbl) [as noth], a. Worthy of 
note; remarkable, distinguished; excellent. 


capable, n. A person or thing of note 
or distinction, notability, n. 
notary (nfi'tir-i) [A.-F. notarie , as NOTE], 
n. A public official appointed to attest 
deeds, contracts, etc., administer oaths, 
etc., frequently called a notary public, 
notarial (nb-tfir'i-Al), a. 
notation (nd-tA'shun) [L. notSUlo , as prec.], 
n. Act or process of representing by signs, 
figures, etc. 

notch (noch) [F. oche, through an oche), n, 
A nick, a cut, a V-shaped identation. vd. 
To cut a notch in; to score by notches, 
not* (nflt) [O.F., from L. nota, a mark 
(whence not&re , to mark)], n. A sign, mark, 
or token; a memorandum, a short letter; 
a diplomatic communication; a written 
promise to pay money; an annotation or 
explanation; a musical sound; (fig.) a 
significant sound or mode of expression; 
a key in a piano, etc. v.t. To observe, 
take notice of; to make a memorandum 
of; to annotate, notebook, n. note- 
paper, n. noted, a. Eminent, remark¬ 
able. noteworthy, a. 
nothing (nfith'ing) [NO, thing], n. Not 
anything, naught, adv. In no degree, 
in no way, not at all. 

notice (nO'tis) [L. nOtitia, from nit us, 
known], n. Information, warning; a 
paper giving information or directions; 
an account of something in a newspaper, 
etc., a review; regard, attention; the aot 
of noting, v.t. To take notice of, to 
perceive; to remark upon, noticeable, a. 
notify (nfi'ti-fn [L. nOtus, known, -FT], 
v.t. To make known, declare, publish; to 
give notice to, to inform (of or that), 
notifiable, a. To be notified (esp. of 
disease), notiflco'tlon, n. 
notion (nfi'shfin) [L. nOtio, as prec.], n. An 
idea; an opinion; a theory, scheme, device; 
(eolloq.) an Intention or whim, notional, 
a. Pertaining to notions or concepts; 
abstracts speculative, ideal; given to 
whims, fanciful. 

notorious (n&-t5r'l-fia) [L. nStus, known], 
a. Widely or commonly known (now only 
In a bad sense), notori'ety, n. 
notwithstanding (not-wi/A-st&n'ding), 
prep. In spite of, despite, adv. Never¬ 
theless. 

nougat (noo'ga) [8p. nogado ], n. A con¬ 
fection oi almonds and sugar, 
noumenon (ncu'me-non) [Or. nooumenon , 
apprehending], n. (pi. -mesa) The 
substanoe underlying a phenomenon; an 
object or the conception of an object aa it 
is in itself, or as it appears to pure thought, 
noun (noun) [A.-F., L. nOmen , name], n. 
A word used as the name of anything, a 
substantive. 

nourish (nfir'ish) [L. nutrire], v.t. To feed, 
support; to cherish, to nurse, nourish¬ 
ment, n. 

noua (nous) [Gr.], n. Mind, intellect; 
sense. 

novel (nor'tl) [L. novtllus, dim. of nooos, 
new], a. New, fresh; strange, n. A 
fictitious prose narrative portraying 
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characters and actions from real life; this 
type of literature, novelette, a. A short 
novel, novelist, n. A writer of novels, 
novelty, n. Newness, freshness; some¬ 
thing new. 

November (nd-vem'bfcr) [L., from novem, 
nine], n. The eleventh month, the ninth 
of the Roman year. 

novice (nov'is) [L. novlcius, from novus , 
new], n. One entering a religious house on 
probation; one who is new to any business, 
a beginner, novitiate (no-vish'i-at), n. 
A term of probation or apprenticeship, 
now (nou) [A.-S. nw], adv. At the present 
time; forthwith, immediately; very re¬ 
cently ; then (in narrative); in these 
circumstances; used as an expletive in 
explaining, threatening, etc. conj. Since 
being the case (that), n. The present 
time, nowadays, adv. At the present 
time; in these days. n. The present time, 
nowhere (no'hwar) adv. Not in, at, or to 
any place or state. 

noxious (nok'shus) [L. noxa, harm], o. 

Hurtful, unwholesome; pernicious, 
nozzle (nozl) [NOSE, -LE], ». A spout, pro¬ 
jecting mouthpiece, of pipe or hose, 
nuance (nu-ans) [F., from nuer, to shade], 
n. A delicate gradation in colour or tone; 
a nice distinction. 

nubile (nu'bil) [L. nUbere , to marry], a. 

Marriageable (usu. of women), 
nucleus (nu'kl6-Cis) [L., from nucula , dim. 
of nux], n. (pi. -clei) A central part 
about which growth goes on; a kernel; 
(fig.) a centre of activity; the head of a 
comet, nucleate (nu'kle-fct), v. To form 
into or form a nucleus, a. Having a 
nucleus. 

nude (nud) [L. nUdus]. a. Naked, un¬ 
draped. n. An undraped figure in 
painting or sculpture, nu'dity, n. 
nudge (nuj) [?], v.t. To push gently, 
ae with the elbow; to hint with or as with 
this. n. Such a push, 
nugatory (nu'ga-tor-i) [L. nugcc , trifles], a. 
Trifling, insignificant; futile, ineffective, 
nugget (nug'et) [?], n. A lump of native 
metal, esp. gold. 

nuisance (nu'sans) [O.F., from h. nocfre , 
to injure], n. Anything that annoys or 
Irritates; an offensive or disagreeable 
person, action, experience, etc. 
null (nul) [L. nullus ], a. Void, having no 
legal force or validity; (Jig.) without 
character or individuality, 
nullify (nul-i-fl) [as prec., -FY], v.t. To 
make void; to cancel, to invalidate, 
nulliflca'tion , n. nullity , n. 
numb (num) [A.-S. nuw]» <*• Deprived of 
sensation and motion; torpid* stupefied. 
v.t. To benumb, to paralyse, 
number (num'bdr) [O.F. numbre , L. 
numerus ], n. A measure of discrete 
quantity: a name or symbol representing 
such a numeral; a sum or aggregate of 
persons, things, etc.; one of a numbered 
series; a single issue of a periodical, etc.; 
poetical measure, rhythm (often in pi.); 
plurality, multitude (usu. in cl.); (Gram.) 


the distinctive form of a word according 
as it denotes unity or plurality, v.t. To 
count, to ascertain the number of; to 
amount to; to assign a number to; to 
include, numberless, a. Innumerable, 
numeral (nu'mer-al) [late L. numeralis, as 
NUMBER], a. Pertaining to, consisting of, 
or denoting number. ». A word, symbol 
or group of symbols denoting number, 
numerable, a. numera tion, n. Act 
or art of numbering, nu'merator, n. 
One who numbers; the part of a vulgar 
fraction above the line indicating how many 
parts are taken, numerical, a. Per¬ 
taining to number; consisting of numbers, 
nu'merous, o. Many in number, 
numismatic (nu-miz-m&t'ik) [Gr. nomi- 
zein , to have in current use], a. Pertaining 
to coins or coinage, numismatics, ». 
The science or study of coins and medals, 
numskull (num'skul) [NUMB, skull], n. 

A blockhead, a dunce, numskulled, a. 
nun (nun) [A.-S. nimnc], n. A woman 
devoted to a religious life and living in a 
convent under vows, nun’s veiling: A 
soft, thin, woollen dre3s-stuff. nunnery, 
n. A religious home for women, 
nuncio (n&n'shi-6) [T,. nunrius , mes¬ 

senger], n. A papal ambassador at a 
foreign court. 

nuncupative (nfin'ku-pfc-tiv), [L. nuncu- 
p&re (:nbmen , name, caper* , to take)], a. 
Oral, not written, esp. of a will or legacy, 
nuptial (nup'sb&l) [L. nuptioe , wedding, 
from nv ptu ,», married], o. Pertaining to a 
wedding, n.pl. A wedding, 
nurse (n&rsl [L. nUtricia , as NOURISH], n. A 
woman employed to suckle the child of 
another ( wet-nurse ), or to have the care 
of young children ( dry-nurse ); one who 
tends the sick, wounded, or infirm; one 
who or that which fosters or promotes, v.t. 
To suckle; to hold or clasp, esp. on one’s 
lap; to rear; to foster, tend, promote 
growth in; to tend in sickness; to manage 
with care ; to cherish; to economise, 
nursery, n. A room for young children; a 
place for rearing plants; a race for two- 
year-old horses, nursery-maid, n. A 
girl in charge of young children, nursery¬ 
man , n. One who raises plants in a nursery, 
nursling, n. An infant, esp. in relation to 
the one who nurses it. 
nurture (nSr'tyur) [L. nutrittira , from 
nutxre , to nourish], n. Act of bringing up, 
training, fostering; nourishment; educa¬ 
tion, breeding, v.t. To nourish, to rear, 
train. 

nut (n&t) [A.-S. Anwfu], n. A fruit con¬ 
taining a kernel in a hard shell; a metal 
block for screwing on a bolt, etc.; various 
parts of machinery, usu. in which a screw 
works; (pi.) small lumps of coal, nut- 
brown, a. Brown as a hazel-nut long 
kept, nutcracker, n. (usu. pi.) Ad in¬ 
strument for cracking nuts; a bird, nut¬ 
hatch, n. A small bird allied to the wood¬ 
pecker. nutshell, n. The hard shell 
enclosing the kernel of a nut. 
nutmeg (nfit'meg) [med. L. nux «iusc&ta % 
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musk-like nut], n. The hard aromatic 
seed of a Malayan tree, used for flavouring 
and in medicine. 

nutrient (nu'tri-fint) [L. nfttriens, nourish¬ 
ing], a. Nourishing; serving as or con¬ 
veying nourishment, n. A nutritious 
substance, nutriment, n. nutrimen'- 
tal, a. nutri'tion, n. nutri tious, a. 
Efficient as food. 

nuzzle (nuzl) [NOSE, -LE], v.f. To rub the 
nose against; to fondle. 

nymph (nimf) [Gr. numphi , bride], n. 
{Myth.) One of a class of youthful 
female divinities inhabiting groves, springs, 
the sea, etc.; {fig.) a beautiful young 
woman, nymphean, a. 


O 

O, oh (5), int. An exclamation of earnest 
or solemn address, entreaty, invocation, 
surprise, etc. 

oaf (of) [Icel. dlfr, ELF], n. {pi . oafs) A 
changeling left by fairies; a stupid person, 
a lout, oafish, a. 

oak (6k) [A.-S. fic], n. A forest tree much 
valued for its timber; the wood of this; 
{Univ.) the outer door of a set of rooms, 
oak-apple, -gall, n. An excrescence 
produced on oaks by various gall-flies, 
oaken, a. 

oakum (fi'kum) [A.-S. dcumba , tow], n. 
Old rope, untwisted and pulled into loose 
fibres, used for caulking seams, etc. 
oar (fir) [A.-S. dr], n. A long pole with a 
flattened blade, for rowing a boat; an 
oarsman. v.t. To propel by rowing, 
oarsman, n. A rower, 
oasis, (6-a'sis) [L. and Gr., prob. from 
Egyptian (cp. Copt, ouahe , from oulh, to 
dwell)], n. {pi. -ses) A fertile spot in 
a waste or desert. 

oast (fist) [A.-S. ast ], ». A kiln for drying 
hops. 

oat (fit) [A.-S. dte], n. {usu. in pi.) A 
cereal plant; {pi.) its grain, used for food, 
oatcake, n. oatmeal, n. oaten, a. 
oath (fith) [A.-S. dth], n. A solemn appeal 
to God in witness of the truth of a state¬ 
ment, etc.; an attestation made accord¬ 
ing to prescribed forms; a profane im¬ 
precation or expletive, a curse. 

Ob- [L., in the way of, against], pref. To¬ 
ward, to, meeting, in, facing; against, 
opposing, hindering, resisting, hostile; 
reversely, obversely, contrary to the 
normal; as in object , objurgate , oblique, 
obbligato , (ob-li-ga'to) [It., as OBLIGE], 
n. (l/t«.) An instrumental part or 
accomp animent. 

obdurate (ob'du-r&t) [0B-, L. dfirdre, to 
harden], a. Hardened in heart, esp. against 
moral influence; impenitent, obduracy, 
n. obdurately, adv. 

obedience (6-be'di-fins) [L. obSdientia, as 
OBEY], n. Act or practice of obeying; sub¬ 
mission to authority; act of being obeyed, 
obedient, a. 

obeisance (6-ba'sans) [F. oMiaance L n. 


A bow, a gesture signifying deference, sub¬ 
mission, or respect; homage, 
obelisk (ob'e-lisk) [Gr. obelos , a spit], ». 
A quadrangular tapering stone shaft, with 
a pyramidal apex; the dagger (t)> a refer¬ 
ence mark. 

obese (6-bes') [L. obisus (OB-, L. edere, to 
eat)], a. Fat, fleshy, corpulent, obesity, 
n. The state of being fat. 
obey (6-ba') [L. obidtre (OB-, audxre , to 
hear)], v.t . To perform or carry out (a 
command, etc.); to be obedient to; to 
act according to. v.t. To do what one is 
directed or commanded, 
obfuscate (ob-ffls'kfit) [OB-, L. fusedre , 
from fuscus , dark], v.t. To darken, to 
obscure ; to bewilder, obfusca'tion, n. 
obit (ob'it, fildt) [L. obitus], n. Death, 
decease; a service for the soul of a deceased 
person on the anniversary of his death; 
a funeral ceremony, obit'uary, a. Re¬ 
lating to a death, n. An account of a 
person deceased. 

object (fib-jekt') [OB-, L .jacere, to throw], v.t. 
To oppose; to allege (a fact) in criticism, 
disapproval, etc. v.t. To make objec¬ 
tions; to disapprove, n. (ob'jfikt) Any¬ 
thing presented to the senses or the mind; 
a material thing; aim, ultimate purpose; 
{Oram.) a noun, or phrase, etc., equivalent 
to a noun, governed by a transitive verb or 
preposition; (Ihil.), the correlative to 
the subjective, an external as distinct 
from the ego. object-lesson, n. A 
lesson in which the actual object de¬ 
scribed or a representation of it is used for 
illustration, objection, n. Act of object¬ 
ing; an adverse reason or statement; 
disapproval, dislike, objectionable, a. 
Reprehensible; offensive, unpleasant, ob¬ 
jective, a. Proceeding from the object of 
knowledge or thought as diet, from the 
perceiving or thinking subject; external, 
actual, real; pertaining to outward tilings 
as dist. from thoughts or feelings; (dram.) 
denoting the case of the object of a 
transitive verb or preposition, n. An 
objective point; a point aimed at; the case 
governed by a transitive verb or a preposi¬ 
tion. objectivity, n. 

objurgate (ob'jur-gat) [0B-, L. jurgdre, tc 
chide], v.t. To chide, to reprove, objur¬ 
gation, n. 

oblate (ob-lat') [0B-, L. latus, carried], 
a. Flattened at the poles, opp. to prolate, 
oblation (ob-lfi'shdn) [as prec.], n. Act oi 
offering or anything offered in worship or as 
a sacrifice; a donation to the Church, 
obligation (ob-li-ga'shun) [as OBLIGE], n. 
The binding power of a promise, contract, 
etc.; one’s duty towards one’s fellow-men; 
indebtedness for some benefit, etc.; on« 
with a penal condition, obligate, v.t 
obligatory, a. 

oblige (fi-bllj') [OB-, L. ligdre, to bind], v.t 
To bind by legal, moral, or physical force; 
to be binding on; to place under a debt at 
gratitude; to do a favour to. v.t. To be 
obliging, obliging, a. Rind, complaisant; 
imposing obligation. 
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oblique (ob-lek') [L. obllquus], a. Slanting; 
deviating from the direct line, roundabout; 
(Geom.) inclined at an angle other than a 
right angle, oblique oration: State¬ 
ments put into reported form, with the 
consequent changes of person, tense, etc. 
obliq'uity, n. State of being oblique; 
deviation from moral rectitude, 
obliterate (6b-lit'6r-&t) [OB-, L. lilera, 
letter], v.t. To efface, to erase; to wear 
out. obliteration, n. 
oblivion (6b-liv'i-6n) [0B-, L. liviscl, to 
forget], n. Forgetfulness, disregard; state 
of being forgotten, obliv'ious, a. 
oblong (ob'long) [OB-, long (1)], a. Longer 
than broad, esp. if rectangular; elliptical 
(of leaves), n. An oblong figure or 
thing. 

obloquy (ob'16-kwi) [OB-, L. loqul, to 
speak], «. Abusive or reproachful lan¬ 
guage; disgrace, infamy, 
obnoxious (ob-nok'shds) [0B-, L. noxa, 
harm], a. Offensive, objectionable, 
oboe (5'boi) [It., as HAUTBOY], n. A wind- 
instrument of wood played through a 
double reed. 

obolus (ob'6-liis) [Gr. obolos ], n. (pi. -li) 
A small coin of ancient Greece, 
obscene (6b-sen') [L. obscinus ], a. Vile, 
loathsome; indecent, unchaste, obscenity 
(ob-sen'i-ti), n. 

obscurant (ob-skur'&nt.) [obscure, -ant], 
n. An opponent of intellectual progress. 

obscurantism, n. 

obscure (ob-skur') [L. obscurus), a. Dim; 
indefinite, indistinct; abstruse; doubtful; 
secluded, remote from observation; un¬ 
known, lowly, v.t. To make dark; to 
make less intelligible, visible, or legible; 
to outshine. obscura'tion, n. ob¬ 
scurely, adv. 

obsequies (ob'sAkwiz) [A.-F. obsequie ], 
n.pl. Funeral rites. 

obsequious (ob-se'kwi-us) [0B-, L. sequi, 
to follow], a. Servile, cringing, 
observe (ob-zerv') [OB-, L. servare, to heed], 
v.t. To regard attentively, to note, per¬ 
ceive ; to scrutinize; to follow attentively; 
to perform duly; to celebrate; to remark, 
v.t. To make a remark (upon), ob¬ 
servable, a. observer, n. observance, 
n. Act of observing, complying with, 
keeping, following, performing, etc.; a 
customary rite; a rule of practice, esp. in 
a religious order, obser'vant, a. Watch- 
ful, attentive; quick in observing rules, 
etc. observation, n. obser'vatory, n. 
A building for observation of astronomical 
phenomena. 

obsess (ob-ses') [L. obsessus , besieged], 
v.t. To haunt, to trouble (as an evil 
spirit); to preoccupy the mind of. ob¬ 
session (-sesh'un), n. 

obsolescent (ob-sd-les'6nt) [L. obsolescent, 
beginning to be accustomed], a. Becoming 
obsolete, obsolescence, n. obsolete 
(ob'so-let), a. Passed out of use. 
obstacle (ob'stakl) [L. obxtaculum], n. An 
impediment, an obstruction, 
obstetric, -al (ob-stet'rik,-al) [L. obstetrix , 


midwife], a. Pertaining to midwifery or 
childbirth; (pi.) midwifery, 
obstinate (ob'sti-nat) [L. obstindtus ], a. 
Pertinaciously adhering to one’s opinion 
or purpose, stubborn; (Med.) not yielding 
easily to remedies, obstinacy, n. 
obstreperous (ob-atrep'£r-us) [OB-, L. 
strepere , to make a noise], a. Noisy, 
clamorous; boisterous, unruly, 
obstruct (ob-strfikt') [OB-, L. struere, 
structus , built], v.t. To block up; to hinder, 
impede; to check, retard, stop. v.i. To 
practise obstruction, esp. in Parliament, 
obstruction, n. obstructionist, ». 
obstructive, a. 

obtain (6b-t5n') [0B-, L. tenure, to hold], 
v.t. To gain, acquire, secure; to get; 
to reach, v.i. To be prevalent or in 
vogue, obtainable, a. 
obtrude (6b-trood') [OB-, L. trUdere , to 
thrust], v.t. To thrust in or upon. v.i. 
To enter without right, obtrusion, n. 
obtrusive, a. obtrusively, adv. 
obtuse (ob-tus') [0B-, L. tUsus , beaten], a. 
Blunt, not acute; denoting an angle 
larger than a right angle; (Jig.) dull, stupid, 
obverse (ob'vers) [OB-, L. versus , turned], 
a. Turned towards one (of a coin or medal 
bearing the head), n. The front; the side 
of a coin, etc., bearing the main device, 
obviate (ob'vi-5t) [OB-, L. via, way], v.t. 
To clear away, overcome, neutralize (as 
dangers, difficulties, etc.), obviation, n. 
obvious (ob'vi-us) [L. ob viam, in the way], 
a. Plain to the eye, immediately evident, 
oc- [OB-, before c], pref. 
occasion (d-k&'zhun) [L. occdsio (oc-, 
cadtre, to fall)], n. An opportunity, 
reason, or motive for doing something; 
motive, ground; an incidental cause; a 
time or occurrence having special interest. 
v.t. To cause; to be the incidental cause 
of. occasional, a. Happening, done, 
etc., as opportunity arises; not at fixed 
intervals; incidental, casual. 

Occident (ok'si-dSnt) [L. Occident , pres. p. 
of occidere , as prec.], n. The west; the 
western quarter of the sky as the region of 
sunset. Occidental, a. Western, 
occiput (ok'si-pht) [L. occiput (O0-, L .caput, 
head)], n. The back part of the head, 
occip'ital, a. 

occult (6-kult') [L. occultus, p.p. of occulere 
(OC-, - celere , rel. to celare, to hide)], a. 
Concealed, esoteric; beyond the range 
of ordinary knowledge or perception. 

occultism, n. 

occupy (ok'u-pl) [00-, L. capere, to take], 
v.t. To take or hold in possession, to be 
the tenant of; to take up, to fill; to give 
occupation to; to employ (oneself, or in 
p.p.). occupant, occupier, n. A tenant 
as dist. from an owner; one who estab¬ 
lishes a claim by taking possession, 
occupancy, n. occupa tion, n. Act of 
occupying, or taking possession; occu¬ 
pancy, tenure; the state of being em¬ 
ployed or engaged; business, calling, 
occur (d-kSr') [0C-, L. currere , to run], v.i. 
To happen to take place; to be met with; 
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to present itself to the mind, occurrence 
(6-kur'ens), n. An event, 
ocean (o'shan) [Gr. Okeanos ], n. The vast 
body of water covering about two-thirds 
of the surface of the globe; any one of its 
five principal divisions; (Jig.) an immense 
quantity, a. Pertaining to the ocean, 
ocean'ic, a. Pertaining to the ocean, 
ocelot (o'se-lot) [Mex. ocelot Z], n. A small 
American feline animal, the tiger-cat. 
ochre (o'ker) [Gr. dchros, yellow], n. A 
native earth used as a pigment (applied 
to many metallic oxides); a yellow colour, 
oct-, octa-, octo- [Gr. oktd , eight], comb, 
form. Having or consisting of eight, 
octagon (ok't&-gon) [Gr. gbnia , corner], 
n. A plane figure of eight sides and angles; 
any object of this shape, octag'onal, a. 
octahedron (-he'-dron) [Gr. hedra, base], 
n. (pi. -dra) A solid figure contained 
by eight plane faces, usu. by triangles, 
octang'ular, a. Having eight angles, 
octave (ok't&v) [L. oclavus , eighth], n. The 
8th day after a church festival, the festival 
itself being counted; (Mus.) the interval 
between any note and that produced by 
twice or half as many vibrations per second; 
the first eight lines of a sonnet; a stanza of 
eight lines, octavo (ok-t&'vo) n. (pi. 
-vos) A book in which a sheet is folded into 
8 leaves or 16 pages; the size of such book 
or paper (8vo). a. Of this size, octen'- 
nlal (ok-ten'i-al) [L. annus, year], a. 
Recurring every 8th year; lasting 8 years. 
October (ok-t6'ber) [L.], n. The 10th 
month of the modern, the 8th of the 
Roman year. 

octogenarian (oktd-j6-nar'i-6n) [L. octbgeni , , 
eighty each, -arian], n. One who is 80 ! 
years old or between 80 and 90. a. Per- I 
taining to this age. 1 

octopus (ok't6'-pus) [OCTO-, Gr. pous podos , 
foot], n. A marine creature having 8 
arms furnished with suckers, a cuttlefish, 
octoroon' [after QUADROON], n. The off¬ 
spring of a quadroon and a white, 
octroi (ok'trwa) [F.], n. A tax levied at 
the gates of some French towns on goods 
brought in. 

ocular (ok'u-l&r) [L. oculus , eye], a. Per¬ 
taining to the eye or eyes, visual; known 
from actual sight, ocularly, adv. oculist, ! 
n. One who treats diseases of the eye 
odd (od) [Icel. odda -], a. Not even; not 
exactly divisible by two; wanting a match 
or pair; strange, eccentric; occasional; 
indefinite; and more (added to a round 
number as ttco hundred odd). Odd Fellow : 

A member of an extensive friendly society 
modelled on the Freemasons, oddish, a. 
oddity, n. 

ode (od) [Gr. Sde, from aeidein , to sing" 1 n. 

A lyric of lofty style, of varied and ( ten 
irregular metre, usu. in the form of u 
invocation. 

-ode [Gr. -6dis ( eidos , form)], suf. De¬ 
noting a thing resembling or of the nature of 
odious (o'di-us) [L. odium, hatred], a. 
Hateful, repulsive. odiously, adv. 
odiousness, n. odium, n. 


: odont-, odonto- [Gr. odous odontos, tooth]. 
! comb. form. Having teeth or processes 
resembling teeth. 

odour (o'ddr) [L. odor), n . Any smell; 
scent, fragrance; (fig.) repute; perfumes, 
in bad odour : In bad repute; out of 
favour, odorif'erous, a. Diffusing fra¬ 
grance. odorous, a. Having a sweet 
scent, fragrant, odourless, a. 
oecumenical (6-ku-men'i-kal) [Gr. oikou- 
mene (ge), the inhabited (earth)], a. Uni¬ 
versal, world-wide, catholic (of councils 
representing the whole of Christendom), 
oesophagus (e-sof'a-gus) [Gr. oisophagos), 
n. (pi. -gi, -ji) The gullet, the canal by 
which food passes to the stomach, 
of (ov, ov) [A.-S. ], prep. Denoting con¬ 
nexion with or relation to, in situation, 
origin, motive, agency, possession, inclu¬ 
sion, partition, identity, reference, direc¬ 
tion, distance, quality, condition, etc. 
of- [OB-, before f), pref. As in offence. 
off (of) [OP], adv. Away, at a distance or 
to a distance in space or time; utterly, 
completely; (Naut.) away from the wind. 
prep. From (denoting deviation, separa¬ 
tion, etc.), a. More distant, farther, opp. 
to near; right, opp. to left; divergent, 
subsidiary; contingent; not occupied (as 
*a day off), int. Away, begone, off and 
on : Intermittently, now and again, well 
or badly off : In good or bad circum¬ 
stances. off-hand, off-handed, a. Un¬ 
premeditated; without taking care; super¬ 
cilious. 

offal (of'&l) [OFF, PALL], n. Parts of an 
animal unfit for food; carrion; garbage, 
offence ( 6 -fens') [L. offensa, as next], n. 
The act of offending; an affront, an insult; 
umbrage; a transgression, a misdeed, 
offend ( 6 -fend') [OF-, L. fendcre, to strike, 
p.p. fensus ], v.t. To wound the feelings 
of, to make angry, to cause displeasure or 
disgust in; to transgress, v.i. To violate 
any human or divine law; to give offence, 
to scandalize, offender, n. 
offensive ( 6 -fen'siv) [as prec.], a. Pertain¬ 
ing to attack, aggressive; causing offence; 
irritating, anpoying; disagreeable, repul¬ 
sive. n. The attitude, method, or act of 
attacking, offensiveness, n. 
offer (of'er) [A.-S. offrian, to sacrifice], v.t. 
To present as an act of worship ; to tender 
for acceptance or refusal; to propose 
(oneself, etc.) in marriage; to bid (as a 
price); to evince readiness (to do some¬ 
thing); to attempt; to proffer; to show 
for sale. v.i. To present or show itself, 
to appear, occur; to make an attempt 
(at), n. Act of offering; an expression 
of readiness (to); a tender or proposal to 
be accepted or refused; a price or sum 
bid; an attempt, an essay, offering, n. 
offertory* w. That part of the Church 
service during which offerings are made; 
the offering of oblations; the collection, 
office (of'is) [OP-, h.facere, to do], n. Duty, 
function, service attaching to a particular 
post; a post of service, etc., esp. under a 
public body; a prescribed act of worship; 
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an act of help or kindness, duty; a place 
where business is carried on, a counting- 
house; (collect.) the official staff or organ¬ 
ization ; (pi.) kitchens and other rooms in 
which domestic duties are discharged; a 
privy, officer, n. One holding an office, 
esp. a Government functionary or minister, 
or one appointed to a post of authority in 
the armed forces, by warrant, commission, 
etc. v.t. To furnish with officers • to act 
as commander of. official (6-fish'al), a. 
Pertaining to an office or public duty; 
duly authorized; characteristic of persons 
in office, n. One who holds a public office, 
officialdom, -ism, n. officially, adv. 
officiate, v.i. To perform official duties, 
officious (o-fish'us) [as OFFICE], a. For¬ 
ward in serving, meddling, intrusive, 
offing (of'ing) [OFF, -INO], n. That portion 
of the sea nearer the horizon than the 
coast. 

offish (of'ish) [OFF, -ISH], a. Inclined to 
be reserved, or stiff in manner, offish - 
ness, n. 

offset (of'set) [OFF, -SET (1)], n. A lateral 
shoot that takes root, a scion; a counter¬ 
balance, equivalent, compensation, 
offshoot (of'shoot) [OFF, -SHOOT], n. A 
branch or shoot from a main stem; (fig.) 
a side-issue. 

offspring (of'spring) [A.-S.], n. Issue; 

children, descendants; a result of any kind, 
oft (oft) [A.-S.], adv. Often, 
often (awfn) [from prec.], adv. Frequently, 
many times; in many instances, 
ogee (o-je') [prob. from OGIVE], n. (Arch.) 
A moulding with an inner and outer curve 
like an S. 

ogham (og'&m) [O.Ir.], n. A writing of 
the ancient Irish and other Celts, derived 
from the runes; an inscription in this, 
ogive (6'jiv) [F., perh. from Arab. &wf, the 
summit], n. A diagonal rib of a vault; a 
pointed or Gothic arch, ogi'val, a. 
ogle (ogl) [Teut.], v . To look at coquet- 
tishly or amorously, n. Such a glance, 
ogre (<5'g6r) [F.], n. A fairy-tale giant 
living on human flesh; (fig.) a monster, 
ogreish, a. ogress, n. 
ohm (om) [Georg S. Ohm (d. 1854), Ger. 
electrician], n. The unit of electrical 
resistance. 

-oid [Gr. -otidis (-eides, like)], comb. form. 
Denoting resemblance, as in cycloid , rhom¬ 
boid. 

oil (oil) [L. olea , olive], n. An unctuous 
liquid obtained from various animal and 
vegetable substances; (pi.) oil-colours. 
v.t. To smear, anoint or treat with oil. 
oilcake, n. The refuse after oil is pressed 
from linseed, etc. oilcloth, n. A fabric 
coated with white lead ground in oil; floor¬ 
cloth. oil-colour, n. A paint made by 
grinding a pigment in oil. oiler, n. One 
who or that which oils; an oil-can for 
lubricating machinery, etc. oil-field, n. 
A region where mineral oil is obtained, 
oiliness, n. oii-painting, n. The art 
of painting in oil-colours ; a painting in 
oil-colours, oilskin, n. Cloth rendered 


waterproof by treatment with oil; (pi.) a 
suit of such garments, oily, o. 
ointment (oint'm^nt) [as UNGUENT], n. A 
soft unctuous preparation for dressing 
injured parts; a cosmetic, 
old (61d) [A.-S. eald], a. Not young, fresh, 
or recent; like an old person, experienced, 
cunning, confirmed (in); dilapidated; 
stale with keeping; wonted; effete, out- 
of-date, matured; of any specified dura¬ 
tion ; early, previous, former, of old : In 
or from ancient times; long ago. olden, a. 

Old, ancient, bygone, old-fashioned, a. 
oleaginous (o-16-aj'i-nfis) [as OIL], a. Oily, . 
greasy; (fig.) fawning, insinuating, 
oleander (o-le-5n'd6r) [med. L., corr. of 
rhododendron], n. A poisonous ever¬ 
green shrub with pink or white flowers, 
oleo- [L. oleum , oil], comb. form, oleo¬ 
graph (o'le-o-gr&f) [-GRAPH], n. A litho¬ 
graphic picture printed in oil-colours, 
olfactory (ol-fakt'Or-i) [L. ol$re , to smell, 
facere , to make], a. Pertaining to smelling, 
n. ( usu. pi.) An organ of smell, 
oligarch (ol'i-gark) [Gr. oligos, small, 
archtin , to govern], n. A member of an 
oligarchy, oligarchic, a. ol igarchy, 
n. Government in which supreme power 1 
? s in the hands of a small exclusive class, 
olive (ol'iv) [L. oZtra], n. An evergreen 
tree with fruit yielding oil; the fruit, or 
wood, of this; a dull, yellowish green or 
brown colour. olive-branch, n. A 
branch of the olive as an emblem of 
peace. 

olivine (ol'i-vin) [as prec.], n. A variety 
of chrysolite. 

cl la podrida (pd-dre'da), n. A dish of meat 
cnopped fine, stewed with vegetables; 

(fig.) an incongruous mixture. 

Olympian [Gr. olumpias - ados , pertaining 
to Olumpos ], a. Pertaining to Mount 
Olympus, the home of the gods; lofty, 
superb, n. A dweller in Olympus; one 
of the Greek gods. Olympic, a. 
omega (6'm6-ga) [Gr., the great o], n. The 
last letter of the Greek alphabet; (fig.) 
the end, the last phase, 
omelet (om'16t) [F. omelette ], n. A kind 
of pancake made with eggs, flour, milk, etc. 
omen (5'm6n) [L. (cogn. with audlre, to 
hear)], n. An incident, appearance, etc., 
taken as indicating a good or evil fortune, 
ominous (om'i-nus) [omen, -OUS], a. Por¬ 
tending evil; inauspicious, 
omit (6-mit') [0B-, L. mittere , to send], v.t. 

To leave out; not to insert or mention; 
to neglect, omission (6-mish'dn), n. 
omni- [L. omnis , all], comb. form. Univer¬ 
sally, in all ways, of all things, 
omnibus (om'ni-bus) [L., for all], n. A 
long four-wheeled passenger-vehicle, a. 
Inclusive, embracing several or various 
items, objects, etc. 

omnifarious (om-ni-far'i-us) [omni-, cp* 

multifarious], a. Of all kinds, omnip'- 
otent [potent], a. Almigl ty; having un¬ 
limited power, the Omnipotent: The 
Supreme Being, omnipotence, n. omni- 
pres'ent, a. Present in every place at 
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the same time, omnipresence, n. om¬ 
niscience (om-nish'ens),». Infinite know¬ 
ledge. omniscient, a. omniv'orous 
[-YOROUS], o. All-devouring; feeding on 
anything available. 

on (on) [A.-S.], prep. In contact with, esp. 
as supported by the upper surface of; in 
contact with from above; tending toward, 
against; exactly at, next in order to; 
about, concerning, in the act of. adv. So 
as to be in contact with and supported 
by, or adhering to something; forward, in 
operation, continuance of action or move¬ 
ment. 

on- [prec.], pref. on-coming, n. The 
coming on, advance, or approach (of), 
onfall, n. An attack, an onset, on¬ 
looker, n. A spectator, one who looks 
•n. onrush, n. A rushing on, an attack, 
an onset. 

onager (on'&-j6r) [Gr. onos y ass, agrios, 
wild], n. The wild ass of Asia, 
once (wuns) [A.-S. dues , gen. of d n, ONE], 
adv. One time; at one time, formerly; 
at any time, ever; at softie future time, 
some time or other, conj. As soon as. 
at once : Immediately; simultaneously, 
for once : For one time or occasion only, 
one (wun) [A.-S. dn], a. Single; being a 
unit and integral; a or an; single in kind; 
some, any, a certain, pron. A person or 
thing of the kind implied, some one or 
something, anyone or anything, n. A 
single unit, unity; the number 1; a single 
thing or person, at one : In accord or 
agreement, one by one : Individually, 
successively, one-horse, a. Drawn by 
a single horse; (slang) of meagre capacity; 
insignificant, one-man, a. Employing, 
worked by, or consisting of one man. 
oneself, pron. The reflexive form of one. 
one-sided, a. Having or happening on 
one side only; partial, unfair. 

-one [Gr.}, suf. Denoting certain com¬ 
pounds, esp. hydrocarbons, as in acetone , 
ozone. 

oneness (wfin'nfis) [ONE, -NESS], n. Single¬ 
ness; uniqueness; unity, agreement, 
onerous (on'ir-us) [L. onus oneris , burden], 
o. Burdensome, troublesome, 
onion (fin'ydn) [F. oignon ], n. A plant 
with an underground bulb of several coats 
and a pungent smell and flavour, 
only (on'll) [A.-S. dnllc], a. Solitary, single 
in its or their kind; the sole. adv. Solely, 
merely, exclusively, alone, conj. Except 
that; but. 

onomatopoeia (6-nom-&-t6-p5'&) [Gr. ono- 
ma - matos , name, poiein , to make)], ». 
The formation of words in imitation of 
the sounds signified. onomatopoeic, 
onomatopoet'ic, a. 

onset (on'set) [ON-, SET (1)], n. A n attack, 
an assault, an onslaught, onsetting, n. 
onslaught (on'slawt) [?], n. A furious 
onset. 

onus (o'nus) [L.], n. A burden; a duty, 

obligation. 

onward (on'ward) [ON, -ward], adv. To¬ 
ward a point in advance, forward, on. 


a. Moving or directed forward; progres¬ 
sive. onwards, adv. 

onyx (on'iks, o'niks) [Gr. onvx y a nail, 
onyx], n. A kind of agate, with variously 
coloured layers. 

oolite (6-6-lit) [Gr. Con, egg, -LITE], n. A 
limestone composed of grains of sand like 
the fish-roe. oolitic (-lit'ik), a. 
ooze (ooz) [A.-S. wase y mud], n . Slime; a 
slimy deposit found on ocean-beds; an 
exudation, t.i. To flow gently; to per¬ 
colate. v.t. To emit or exude, oozy, a. 
Miry, muddy, slimy, 
op- [OB-, before p], pref. As in oppose. 
opal (d'pal) [Sansk. upafa], n. A vitreous 
precious stone characterized by a play of 
iridescent colours, opalescence, n. The 
iridescence of the opal, opalescent, a. 
opaque (6-pfik') [L. op&cus y shady], a. 
Impervious to light; not transparent or 
translucent, opacity (d-pSs'i-ti), n. 
ope [OPEN], a. (poet.) Open. v. To 
open. 

open (5'p6n) [A.-S.], a. Not closed or 
obstructed; affording access, view, etc.; 
unshut, having any barrier, cover, etc., 
removed or unfastened; bare, unsheltered; 
unconcealed, undisguised; not exclusive 
or limited; ready to admit, be affected, 
etc.; subject (to); unoccupied,free; (fig.) 
generous; frank; not decided, debatable; 
(of weather) not frosty; ( Mus.) produced 
from an unstopped string, etc.; (Phon.) 
enunciated with a full utterance; (of a 
vowel or syllable) not ended by a con¬ 
sonant. n. Unenclosed space; (fig.) 
public view. v.t. To make open; to 
unclose or unfasten; to remove the cover¬ 
ing from; to spread out, expand; to make 
free of access; (fig.) to make public; to 
enlarge, develop; to begin; (Law) to state 
a case before calling evidence, v.i. To 
become unclosed or unfastened; to crack, 
to fissure; to expand; (fig.) to develop; 
to make a start, open-armed, a. Ready 
to receive with cordiality, open-eyed, a. 
Watchful; astonished, surprised, open 
handed, o. Generous, liberal, open 
hearted, a. Sincere, candid, unsuspicious, 
open-minded, o. Accessible to ideas, 
unprejudiced, opener, n. opening, c. 
That opens; beginning, initial, n. Act 
of making or becoming open; a gap, an 
aperture, openly, adv. 
opera (op'6r-&) [L.], n. A dramatic enter¬ 
tainment in which music forms an essential 
part; composition comprising words and 
music for this, operatic, a. 
operate (op'6r-5t) [L. oper£Uus y p.p. of 
oper&rl y to work], v.i. To produce effect; 
to exert power, force, influence, etc.; to 
perform an operation on a body. v.t. To 
work or conduct the working of. opera'- 
tion, n. Act or process of operating; 
action, mode of working; activity; effect; 
a series of military or naval movements; 
(Surg.) an act performed upon the body 
to remove diseased parts, extract foreign 
matter, remedy deformities, ete. oper¬ 
ative, a. Producing the proper result. 
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efficacious; practical, n. A workman, a | 
mechanic, operatively, adv. operator, n. 
operetta (op-er-et'a) [dim. of opera], n. 
A short opera of a light character, usu. in 
one act. 

ophidian (o-fid'i-an) [Gr. ophis, snake], a. 

Snake-like. n. A snake, ophidious, a. 
ophthalmia (of-th&l'mi-a) [Gr. ophthalmos, 
eye], n. Inflammation of the eye. , 

opiate (o'pi-at) [as OPIUM], n. A medicine j 
containing opium; a narcotic, 
opine (o-pin') [L. oplnarl ], v. To think, 
to suppose; to express an opinion, 
opinion (o-pin'ydn) [L. opinio , as prec.], n. 
A judgment, conviction, or belief falling 
short of certainty; the formal statement 
of a judge, counsel, physician, or other 
expert; estimation, reputation, opinion¬ 
ated, opinionative, a. Stiff or obstinate 
in one’s opinions; dogmatic, stubborn, 
opium (o'pi-um) [Gr. opion , dim. of opos, 
sap], n. A narcotic prepared from the 
poppy. 

opossum (o-pos'um) [N. Am. Ind.], n. An 
American marsupial with a prehensile tail 
and a thumb on the hind-foot, 
opponent (o-po'n6nt) [OP-, L. ponens , put¬ 
ting], a. Opposing, antagonistic, adverse, 
n. °One who opposes, esp. in debate or 
argument; an antagonist, 
opportune (op'or-tun) [F. opportun , L. 
opportftnus (OP-, portus, harbour)], a. 
Seasonable, timely, well-timed; fit, suit¬ 
able. opportunism, n. Utilizing cir¬ 
cumstances to gain one’s ends; shaping 
policy according to the needs of the 
moment; sacrifice of principle to ex¬ 
pediency. opportunist, n. opportunity, 
n. A convenient occasion, a chance, 
oppose (6-poz') [F. opposer (OP-, poser , to 
pose)], vJ. To set against, to bring forward 
as an obstacle, counterpoise, or refutation 
(to); to act against, to resist, obstruct; 
to disp ute ; (in p.p.) contrasted, v.i. To 
offer objection, opposable, a. opposer, 
n, opposite (op'6-zit), a. Situated in 
front of or contrary in position (to); an¬ 
tagonistic, diametrically different (from). 
n. One who or that which is opposite; 
an opponent, adv. In an opposite place 
or direction, prep . Opposite to. oppo¬ 
sitely, adv. opposition (-zish'un), n. 
Act or state of opposing; resistance, hos¬ 
tility ; state of being opposite; antithesis, 
contrariety; an obstacle; the chief party 
opposed to the party in office, 
oppress (o-pres') [OP-, L. pressare , to press], 
v.t. To overburden; to lie heavy on; to 
weigh down; to govern cruelly or unjustly, 
oppression, n . oppressive, a. op¬ 
pressively, adv. oppressor, n. 
opprobrious (6-prd'bri-us) [of-, L. pro - 
brum , infamous act], a. Abusive, vitu¬ 
perative. opprobrium, n. Disgrace, 
infamy. 

oppugn (d-pun') [0P-, L. pugnare , to fight], 
v.t. To oppose, call in question, 
optative (op'ta-tiv) [L. optare , to choose], a. 
(Gram.) Expressing a wish or desire. ». 
The optative mood. 


optic (op'tik) [Gr. optikos], a Pertaining 
to vision or the eye. «. (pi. as sing.) 
The science of the properties of light and 
vision, optical, a. optician (-tish'an), 
n. One who makes or deals in optical 
instruments. 

optimism (op'ti-mizm) [L. optimus , best, 
-ISM], n. The view that the existing state 
of things is the best possible, or that the 
universe is tending towards a better state 
and that good must ultimately prevail; 
disposition to take hopeful views, opti¬ 
mist, n. optimis'tic, a. 
option (op'shun) [L., as OPTATIVE], n. The 
right or power of choosing; choice; the 
thing chosen or preferred; the purchased 
right to deliver or call for the delivery of 
securities, etc., at a specified rate within a 
specified time, optional, a. 
opulent (op'u-lent) [L. opulentus, from opes, 
wealth], a. Rich; abounding (in); abun¬ 
dant. opulence, n. opulently, adv. 
or (1) (6r) [A.-S.], conj. A disjunctive 
particle introducing an alternative; used 
also to connect synonyms, words explain¬ 
ing, correcting, etc. adv. Ere, before, 
or (2) (or) [F., from L. auruni ], n. (Her.) 
Gold. 

-or, suf. Denoting agency or forming 
nouns of condition, as in actor, author, 
creator , equator, favour, vigour. 
oracle (or'akl) [L. Oraculum , from Ordre , to 
pray], n. A divine answer to a request 
for advice or prophecy; the medium giving 
such responses; the place where these were 
sought, orac'ular, a. 
oral (or'41) [L. 6s Oris, mouth], a. Spoken, 
by word of mouth; of, at, or near the 
mouth, orally, adv. 

orange (1) (or'anj) [Arab, ndranj ], n. A 
large roundish cellular pulpy fruit; the 
evergreen tree bearing this; its colour, 
reddish-yellow, a. Of the colour of an 
orange. 

Orange (2) [from Wm. Ill, Prince of 
Orange], a. Pertaining to the Society 
of Orangemen formed 1795 to uphold 
the Protestant ascendancy in Ireland, 
i Orangeism, n. Orangeman, n. 

! orang-utan, -outang (6-rSug'u-tan', 
-t&ng') [Malay, wild man of the woods], n. 
A large, anthropoid ape of Borneo and 
Sumatra. 

oration (o-ra'shun) [L. Ordre, to speak], n. 
A formal speech in elevated language, 
orate', i.t. (slang) To hold forth, 
harangue, or'ator, n. One who delivers 
an oration; an eloquent speaker, ora- 
tor'ical, a. or'atory (1), n. The art of 
public speaking, rhetoric; eloquence, 
oratorio (or-a-tor'i-o) [It., as foil.], n. A 
musical composition for voices and instru¬ 
ments, usu. treating a scriptural theme, 
oratory (2) (or'4-tor-i) [L. OrdtOrius , from 
Ordre, to pray], n. A small chapel; a 
congregation of priests living in com¬ 
munity without vows, 
orb (orb) [L. orbis, ring], n. A sphere: a 
heavenly body; anything circular; the 
globe of regalia, orbic'ular, a. 
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orbit (or'bit) [L. orbita, a track], n. The 
bony cavity of the eye; the path of a 
heavenly body; (fig.) a sphere of action, a 
career, orbital, a. 

orchard (Or'chard) [A.-S. orceard (L. hortus, 
garden, yard (2))], n. An enclosure con¬ 
taining fruit trees, a plantation of these. 

orchestra (or'kes-tra) [L. and Gr. orchestra, 
as prec.], n. (Gr. Ant.) The space between 
the stage and the spectators occupied by 
the chorus; the place for the band in 
modern theatres, etc.; the body of 
musicians in a theatre or concert-room, 
orches'tral, a. or'chestrate, v.t. To 
arrange music for an orchestra, orches¬ 
tration, n. 

orchid (or'kid) [Gr. orchis , testicle (from 
shape of the tubers)], n. A plant with a 
tuberous root and flowers usu. of fantastic 
shape and brilliant colours. 

ordain (or-dan') [as ORDER], v.t. To set 
apart for an office or duty, to confer Holy 
orders on; to destine, ordainment, n. 

ordeal (or'dd-al) [A.-S. ordel ], n. The 
practice of referring questions of criminal¬ 
ity to supernatural decision, as by tests 
through fire, boiling water, battle, etc.; 
(fig.) a severe trial or test. 

order (or'der) [L. ordinem, nom. ordo ], 
n. Regular disposition or arrangement; 
sequence, succession; normal condition; 
a state of efficiency; tidiness; established 
state of things; regulations governing an 
assembly, etc.; a rule, regulation; an 
injunction, an authoritative direction; a 
document instructing the payment of 
money or delivery of property; kind, sort, 
quality; a social class; a body of persons 
united by some common purpose; a grade 
of the Christian ministry; (pi.) the clerical 
office; a body usually instituted by a 
sovereign to which distinguished persons 
are admitted as an honour; the insignia 
worn by members of this; a grade of 
angels and archangels; a distinguishing 
style of architecture, as the Doric, Ionic, 
Corinthian, etc.; (Nat. Hist.) a division 
below a class and above a family and 
genus, v.t. To put in order; to regulate; 
to manage; to ordain; to command; to 
instruct (a person, firm, etc.) to supply 
goods or perform work; to direct the doing 
or making of. v.t. To give orders. Holy 
orders : The different ranks of clergy in 
an episcopal church; the clerical office, 
ordering, n. Arrangement; ordination 
of priests, etc. orderly, a. In order; 
methodical, regular; free from disorder or 
confusion; (Mil.) pertaining to orders and 
their execution, adv. Duly, regularly, n. 
A soldier who attends on an officer to 
carry orders, etc. orderly-room, n. A 
room in barracks used as the office for 
company or regimental business, order¬ 
liness, n. 

ordinal (or'di-nal) [as prec.], a. Denoting 
order or position in a series, n. A 
number denoting this; a book containing 
forms for ordination. 

ordinance (or'di-nans) [L. or dinare, to 


ordain], n. An order or regulation laid 
down by a constituted authority; an 
established rite, ceremony, etc. 
ordinary (dr'di-nar-i) [L. ordinarius , as 
ORDER], a. Usual, customary, normal, not 
exceptional; commonplace; having imme¬ 
diate or ex officio jurisdiction, n. A rule 
or order, as of the Mass; a meal at a 
fixed rate for all comers; an eating-house, 
ordnance (ord'nans) [var. of ordinance], n. 
(collect.) Cannon, artillery; the public 
department dealing with military stores 
and equipment, except those pertaining to 
the quartermaster’s department. Ord¬ 
nance Survey : The Government survey 
of Great Britain and Ireland, 
ordure (or'dyur) [O.F. ord, foul, L. liorridus , 
horrid], n. Excrement, dung, filth, 
ore (or) [A.-S. dr, brass], n. A natural 
substance from which metal may be 
extracted. 

organ (or'gan) [Gr. organon, rel. to ergon, 
work], n. A musical wind-instrument 
composed of pipes sounded by means of a 
bellows and played by keys; a medium of 
communication, etc., as a newspaper; a 
mental faculty regarded as an instrument; 
the human voice with regard to its musical 
quality, power, etc.; a part performing 
some definite vital function, organ- 
grinder, n. A worker of a barrel-organ, 
organist, n. One who plays an organ, 
organic (or-gSn'ik) [ORGAN, -ic], a. Per¬ 
taining to a bodily organ or organs; of 
the nature of organisms; pertaining to or 
affecting an organ (of diseases, etc.); 
(Chem.) existing as parts of or derived 
from organisms; pertaining to an organ¬ 
ized system; organized, systematic; struc¬ 
tural, fundamental, inherent, not acci¬ 
dental; vital, not mechanical, organic¬ 
ally, adv. or'ganism, n. An organized 
body consisting of mutually dependent 
parts fulfilling functions necessary to the 
life of the whole; an animal, a plant; 
organic structure, or'ganize, v.t. To 
furnish with organs; to make into an 
organism; to correlate the parts of and 
make into an organic whole; to put into 
proper working order, organization, n. 
or'ganizer, n. 

orgasm (br'g&zm) [Gr. orgaein , to swell], n. 
Immoderate excitement; a paroxysm of 
excitement or passion, 
orgy (or'ji) [Gr. orgia, pi.], n. (usu. in pi. 

-gies) A wild revel, debauchery, 
oriel (or'i-el) [O.F. oriol], n. A projecting 
polygonal windowed recess supported on 
corbels or a pier. 

orient (or'i-ent) [L. oriens, -ntem, rising], n. 
The East, the countries east of S. Europe 
and the Mediterranean; the lustre of a 
pearl of the finest quality; an orient pearl. 
a. Eastern; bright, shining; lustrous, 
without a flaw (of pearls), v.t. To define 
the position of in respect to the east; to 
orientate. Orien'tal, a. or'ientate, v.t. 
To place (a building) so that the chancel 
points due east; to bury (a body) with 
feet towards the east; to determine the 
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position of, with reference to the east; 
(fin.) to find or correct one’s mental rela¬ 
tions and principles, orienta'tion, n. 
orifice (or'i-fis) [L. Os oris , mouth, facere, 
to make], u. An aperture, as of a tube, 
etc.; a mouth, a vent, 
oriflamme (or'i-ftem) [F. or, gold, flamme 
flame], n. The ancient royal banner of 
France; (fig.) a symbol of lofty endeavour, 
origin (or'i-jin) [L. originem, nora. orlgo], n. 
Beginning or rise (of anything); deriva¬ 
tion, source; ancestry; occasion, orig¬ 
inal, a. Pertaining to the origin or first 
stage; first, primitive; innate; not imi¬ 
tated, not produced by translation; novel; 
able to devise, act, etc. for oneself; inven¬ 
tive, creative, n. The pattern, the arche¬ 
type; that from which a work is copied 
or translated; the language in which a 
work is written; an eccentric person, 
original ity, n. orig inate, y.t. To be 
the origin of; to cause to begin, v.i. lo 
rise, to begin; to have origin (in, from, 
or with). . _ . 

oriole (5r'i-61) [L. aureolus , from aur««, 
golden], n. A bird with bright-yellow and 
black plumage. x , 

orison (or'i-zon) [O.F., from L Ordre, to 
pray], n. A prayer, a supplication, 
orlop (6rT6p) [But. overloop, a covering], n. 
The lowest deck of a vessel having three 
or more decks. 

ormolu (6r'm6-loo) [F. or, gold, moulu, p.p. 
of moudre, to grind], n. A gold-coloured 
alloy of copper, zinc, and tin, used for 
cheap jewellery, clocks, etc. 
ornament (6r'n&-m6nt) [L. orndre, to 

equip], n. A thing or part that adorns ; 
a decoration; (fig.) one or that which 
reflects honour or credit; accessories per¬ 
taining to a church or worship, v.t. To 
adorn, decorate, embellish, ornamen tal 

a. ornamenta'tion, n. _ 

ornate (or-nat') [as prec.], a. Adorned, 
richly embellished; florid (of literary style, 
etc.), ornately, adv. ornateness, n. 
ornith-, ornitho- [Or. ornis ormthos, bird] 
comb. form, ornithology (or-ni-thol 6-]i) 
[-LOGY], n. The branch of zoology dealing 
with birds, ornithological, a. orni- 
thol'ogist, n. ornithorhynchus (-ring - 
kus) [Gr. rhunchos , bill], n. The duck¬ 
billed platypus, an Australian aquatic 
oviparous mammal. 

orphan (or'fan) [Gr. orphanos, bereaved], 
n. A child bereft of one parent, or of 
both. a. Bereaved thus, orphanage, 
n. Orphan condition; an asylum for 

orrery aS (or'6r-i) [4th Earl of Orrery (d. 
1731)], n. A contrivance for illustrating 
the motions of the planetary system, 
orris (or'is) [IRIS], n. A kind of iris the 
root of which is used as a perfume and in 
medicine. „ . . , 

ort (6rt) [cogn. with A.-S. cet, foodj, n 
(usu. in pi.) Refuse, odds and ends, 
leavings. 

ortho- [Gr. orthos , straight], comb. form. 
orthodox (or'tho-doks) [ortho-, Gr. doxa 


opinion], o. Holding the accepted views, 
esp. in matters of faith; in accordance 
with sound or accepted doctrine; conven¬ 
tional, not heretical, heterodox, or original, 
orthodoxy, n. 

orthoepy (dr'thb-ep-i) [ORTHO-, Gr. epos , 
word], n. The branch of grammar,dealing 
with pronunciation, phonology; correct 
speech or pronunciation, orthoep'ic, -al, 
a. orthoepist (or'thd-S-pist), n. 
orthography (br-thog'ra-fi) [ORTHO-, -GRA¬ 
PH Y], n. Correct spelling ; that part of 
grammar which deals with letters and 
spelling, orthog'rapher,-phist, n. or¬ 
thographic, -al, a. 

ortolan (Grt6-lAn) [It. ortolano ], n. A 
small bunting esteemed as a delicacy. 

-ory, suf. (1) Denoting place where or 
instrument, as in dormitory , lavatory , re¬ 
fectory. (2) Forming adjectives, as amat¬ 
ory, admonitory, illusory. 
oscillate (os'i-l&t) [L. oscilldtus, swung], v.i. 
To swing, to move like a pendulum; to 
vacillate, to vary, oscillation, n. 
osculate (os'ku-lAt) [L. osculari, to kiss], e. 
To kiss, osculation, n. A kis3. 

-ose, suf. Denoting fulness, abundance, 
as in grandiose , jocose , verbose. 
osier (6'zhi-Ar, -zer) [L. Osdria , willow-bed], 
n. A species of willow, the shoots of which 
are used for basket-making. 

-osis, suf. Denoting condition, esp. mor¬ 
bid states, as hypnosis , neurosis. 

-osity, suf. Forming nouns from adjec¬ 
tives in -OSK or -OUS, as grandiosity , 
luminosity. 

osprey (os'prSL) [L. ossifraga (os, bone, 
frangere, to break)], n. A large bird prey¬ 
ing on fish, the sea-eagle or sea-hawk, 
osseous (os'e-us) [B. os , bone], a. Of the 
nature of bone, bony; containing fossil 
bones. ossif'erous,a. Yielding bones (of 
cave deposits, etc.), ossify (os'i-fi), v. 
To change into bone, or become like bone, 
ossification, n. 

ostensible (os-ten'sibl) [L. ostendere, to 
show], a. Put forward for show or to 
hide the reality; pretended, seeming, 
ostensive, o. ostentation, n. Pre¬ 
tentious display; parade, ostentatious, 
a. 

osteo- [Gr. osteon , bone], comb. form. 
osteol'ogy, n. The branch of anatomy 
treating of bones, osseous tissue, etc.; 
the bony structure of an animal, osteol'- 
ogist, ». 

ostler (osT6r) [orig. hostler (HOSTEL, - ER)], n, 
A man who tends horses at an inn. 
ostracize (os'tra-slz) [Gr. ostrakizein , from 
ostrakon, a tile, oyster-shell], v.t. (Or. 
Ant.) To banish by a popular vote recorded 
on a potsherd or shell; to exclude from 
society, to ban. ostracism, n. 
ostrich (ostrich) [O.F. ostruce], n. A large 
African and Arabian bird having rudimen¬ 
tary wings, but capable of running with 
great speed, valued for its feathers, 
other (uth'eT) [A.-S.], a. Not the same as 
one specified or implied; different, alter¬ 
native, extra; only remaining (of two 
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alternatives); contrary, n. and pron. 
An or the other person, thing, example, 
instance, etc. adv. Otherwise, other¬ 
wise, adv. In a different way; in other 
respects; by or from other causes. 

-otic, suf. Forming adjectives correspond¬ 
ing to nouns in -OSIS, as neurotic. 
otiose (6'shi-os) [L. Otium , leisure], a. Not 
wanted, useless, superfluous; futile, sterile, 
otter (ot'6r) [A.-S.], n. A furred, web¬ 
footed aquatic mammal feeding on fish. 
Ottoman (ot'6-man) [Arab. Othman, 
founder of Turkish Empire], a. Pertaining 
to the Turks, n. A Turk; a sofa without 
back or arms, introduced from Turkey, 
oubliette (oo-bli-et') [F., from oublier , to 
forget], n. An underground dungeon, 
ought (awt) [A.-S. Ahte, past of Agan, to 
possess, to owe], v. aux. To be bound in 
duty or rightness; to be necessary; to 
behove. 

ounce (1) (ouns) [L. undo], n. The twelfth 
part of a pound troy, and sixteenth of a 
pound avoirdupois. 

ounce (2) [O.F. once (Vonce ), L. lyncea, 
LYNX], n. A leopard-like animal; the 
mountain-panther, the snow leopard, 
our (our) [A.-S. tire], a. Pertaining to or 
belonging to us; used instead of 4 my ’ by 
royalty, editors, etc. ours, pred.a. Be¬ 
longing to us. n. That or those belonging 
to us. of ours : Belonging to our regi¬ 
ment. 

-our [-OR], suf. Forming nouns, as amour , 
ardour. 

ourself (our-self') [OUR, SELF], pron. Myself 
(used in regal or formal style); (pi.) we, 
not others; (reflex.) the persons previously 
alluded to as we. 

-ous, suf. Full of, abounding in. 
oust (oust) [O.F. oster (F. 6ter, to take 
away)], v.t. To eject, expel; to dispossess, 
out (out) [A.-S. Ht), adv. From the inside; 
not in, not within; from among; forth or 
away, at a specified distance from; not 
employed; on strike; in error, wrong; at 
a loss; not in agreement; so as to be 
visible, audible, revealed, published, etc.; 
introduced to society; completely, thor¬ 
oughly. n. (usu. in pi.) Those out of 
office, the opposition; (Print.) matter 
omitted, a. External; outlying, distant. 
int. Begone ! away ! v.t. To expel; to 
knock out. 

out-, pref. Out, towards the outside, ex¬ 
ternal; from within; separate, detached; 
denoting issue or result; expressing ex¬ 
cess, exaggeration, superiority, enduring, 
getting through or beyond, outbid', v.t. 
To bid more than; to outdo by offering 
more, out'break [break], n. A sudden 
bursting forth, an eruption; a riot 
or insurrection, out'building, n. A 
detached building, an outhouse, out¬ 
burst, n. An outbreak, an explosion; an 
outcry, outcast, a. Rejected, cast out; 
exiled, n. A vagabond; an exile, out¬ 
class', v.t. To be of a superior kind or 
qualifications than; to surpass as a com¬ 
petitor. out'come, n. Issue, result, con¬ 


sequence. out'crop, n. The exposure of 
a stratum at the surface, v.i. (out-krop') 
To crop out at the surface, outcry, n. 
A vehement or loud cry; noise, clamour, 
outdo', v.t. To excel, surpass, outdoor, a. 
Living, existing, being, happening, etc., out 
of doors or in the open air. outdoors', 
adv. In the open air, out of the house, 
outer (ou'ter) [out, -er], a. Being on 
the exterior side, external; farther from 
the inside; material, not subjective or 
psychical, n. The part of a target out¬ 
side the rings round the bull’s-eye. outer¬ 
most, a. 

out'fall, n. The point of discharge of 
a river, drain, etc. out'fit, n. Act of 
equipping for a journey, etc.; equipment 
required for a trade, profession, etc. 
outfitter, n. outflank', v.t. To extend 
beyond or turn the flank of; (fig.) 
to get the better of. out'go, n. That 
which goes out; expenditure, outlay, 
issue, v.t. (out-go') To surpass, go 
beyond, excel, outgoing, a. Leaving. 
n. A going out, termination; outlay, 
expenditure (usu. in pi.), outgrow', 
v.t. To surpass in growth; to grow too 
great for; to grow out of. out'house, 
n. A small building away from the main 
building. 

outing (out'ing) [OUT, -INQ], n. An excur¬ 
sion, a pleasure-trip, an airing, 
out'lander, n. A foreigner, an alien settler, 
outlan'dish, a. Foreign-looking, strange; 
extraordinary; alien, outlast' [LAST (1)], 
v.t. To last longer than; to surpass in 
duration, endurance, etc. outlaw, n. One 
deprived of the protection of the law. v.t. To 
deprive of legal protection, outlawry, n. 
outlay [LAY (1)], n. Expenditure, v.t. 
(out-la'). To expend, to lay out. outlet 
[LET (1)], n. A passage outwards; a vent; 
a means of egress, outline [line (1)], 
n. The line or lines defining a figure; the 
first rough draft or summary; (pi.) general 
features, facts, principles, etc. v.t. To 
draw the outline of; to sketch, outlive', 
v.t. To survive; to outlast, outlook, n. 
Prospect, general appearance of things, esp. 
as regards the future; looking out, vigil¬ 
ance. outlying [LIE (1)], a. Situate at 
a distance, or on the exterior frontier, 
outnumber (out-num'b6r) [out-, number]. 
v.t. To exceed in number, out'-patient, 
n. A patient receiving treatment at a 
hospital without being an inmate, out'- 
post [POST (2)], n. A post at a distance 
from the main body, out'put, n. The 
produce of a factory, mine, etc. 
outrage (out'raj) [O.F. ultrage (L. ultra , 
beyond, -AGE)], n. Wanton violation of 
the rights of others; a gross offence 
against order or decency, v.t. To commit 
an outrage on; to injure or insult in a 
flagrant manner; to violate; to transgress 
flagrantly, outrageous (out-ra'jus), a. 
outre (oo-tra) [F., strained, exaggerated], a. 
(Jem. -tree) Extravagant, eccentric; out¬ 
raging decorum. 

outreach (out-rech') [OUT-, reach], v.t . To 
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surpass; to overreach, to reach out. out'- 
relief, n. Aid given out of the rates to 
the poor who are not inmates of a work- 
house. out'rider, n. A mounted servant 
who attends a carriage, out rigger, n. 
A projecting spar, framework, etc., ex¬ 
tended from the sides of a ship for various 
purposes, esp. a bracket carrying a row- 
lock; a boat with these, outright', adv. 
Completely; once for all; openly, a. (out'- 
rit) Downright,positive; thorough, out¬ 
run', v.t. To run faster or farther than, 
to outstrip; to escape by running, out'- 
set [SET (1)1, n. Commencement, start, 
outside (out-sid', out'sid) [OUT-, side], n. 
The external part or surface; external or 
superficial aspect; that which is without; 
external space, position, etc.; the utmost 
limit, a. Pertaining to, situated on, or 
near the outside, outer; external; highest 
or greatest possible, extreme, adv. To or 
on the outside; not within, prep. At, 
on, to, or of the exterior of; without, out 
from; beyond the limits of. outsider, n. 
One who is not a member of a profession, 
party, etc.; one not acquainted with 
something that is going on; one not 
admissible to good society; a competitor 
not among the favourites, 
outskirt (out'skSrt) [OUT-, SKIRT], n. ( usu. 
in pi.) The outer border, outsoar', v.t. 
To soar beyond or higher than, out'span, 
v. To unyoke or unharness animals, n. 
The act or the place of this, out'spoken, 
a. Open, candid, frank, outspoken¬ 
ness, n. outspread', v.t. To spread 
out. a. (out'spred) Spread out. out¬ 
standing, a. Remaining unpaid; pro¬ 
jecting outward; prominent, outstrip', 
v.t. To outrun, to leave behind; to 
escape by running; to surpass in progress, 
outvote', v.t. To outnumber in voting; to 
cast more votes than. 

outward (out'ward) [A.-S. uteweard ], a. 
Exterior, outer; tending or directed to¬ 
ward the outside; external, apparent, 
superficial; material, not spiritual, adv. 
Outwards, n. External appearance, out¬ 
ward bound, a. Going away from 
home. 

outweigh', v.t. To weigh more than; to 
be too heavy for; to be of more import¬ 
ance, etc., than, outwit', v.t. To defeat 
by superior ingenuity or cunning; to 
overreach, out'work, n. A work in- 
eluded in the defence of a place, but outside 
the parapet, outworn', a. Worn out; 
obsolete. 

ouzel (oo'zel) [A.-S. Osle], n. A thrush-like 
bird, the dipper or water-ouzel, ouzel - 
cock, n. The blackbird, 
oval (o'val) [as OVUM], a. Egg-shaped, 
roughly elliptical, n. An egg-shaped 
figure or thing. 

ovary (5'var-i) [OVUM, -ARY], n. One of 
the organs in a female animal in which 
the ova are produced, 
ovation (o-va'shun) [L. ov&re, to rejoice], n. 
A Roman minor triumph; an enthusiastic 
display of popular favour. 


oven (uvn) [A.-S. o/n], n. A close chamber 

in which substances are baked, etc.; a 
furnace or kiln. 

over (o'ver) (poet.) o’er (5r.) [A.-S. ofer\ 
prep. Above; superior to in excellence, 
dignity, or value; more than; in charge 
of, concerned with; across; through the 
extent or duration of. adv. So as to pass 
from side to side or across some space, 
barrier, etc.; in width; on the opposite 
side; so as to be turned down; so as to 
traverse a space, etc.; from end to end; 
at an end; in addition; again, a. Upper, 
outer, covering, excessive, n. (Cricket ) 
The interval between the times when the 
umpire calls * over ’; the number of balls 
delivered by one bowler during this, over 
seas : In foreign parts, 
over-, pref. Above; across; outer,upper; 
as a covering; past, beyond; extra; ex¬ 
cessively, too much, too great, overact 
(5-ver-akt'), v.t. To overdo; to act (a 
part) in an exaggerated way. v.i. To act 
more than is necessary, overalls (5'v6r- 
awlz), n.pl. Garments worn over others 
as a protection; a cavalryman’s trousers, 
overawe', v.t. To control or restrain by 
awe. overbal'ance, v.t. To outweigh; 
to destroy the equilibrium of; to upset. 
v.i. To topple over. n. Excess of value 
or amount; that which exceeds an equiva¬ 
lent. overbear', v.t. To bear down, to 
overpower, overbearing, a. Arrogant, 
haughty, imperious, overbid', v.t. To 
outbid, o'verboard, adv. Over the side 
of a ship; out of a ship, overbur'den, 
v.t. To overload, overweigh, overbuy 
(5-ver-bi'), v.i. To buy more than is 
required. 

overcast', v.i. To darken, to cloud, to render 
gloomy; to sew (an edge, etc.) with long 
stitches, a. (5'v6r-kast) Clouded all over (of 
the sky); sewn or embroidered by overcast¬ 
ing. overcharge' , v.t. To charge with more 
than is properly due; to load (a fire-arm) 
with an excessive charge; to saturate; to 
exaggerate, n. (o'v6r-charj) An excessive 
charge, load, or burden, overcloud', v.t. 
To cloud over; to depress, to deject, 
o'vercoat, n. A great-coat, a top-coat, 
overcome', v.t. To overpower, vanquish, 
overdo', v.t. ( past -did, p.p. -done) To 
do to excess; to exaggerate; to overact; 
to cook to excess, o'verdose, n. An 
excessive dose. v.t. (o-v6r-dos') To give 
too large a dose to. overdraw', v.t. To 
exaggerate; to draw upon for a larger sum 
than stands to one’s credit, overdue', a. 
Remaining unpaid after the date on which 
it is due; not arrived a.t the time due. 
n. A debt or account that is overdue, 
overeat', v.i. To eat to excess, over¬ 
flow', v.t. To flow over, to flood; to cover 
as with liquid, v.t. To run over; to 
abound; to overflow the banks (of a 
stream), n. (o'v6r-fl8) A flood; a pro¬ 
fusion. overflowing, a. o'ver ground, a. 
Situated above ground, opp. to under¬ 
ground. overgrow', v.t. ( past -grew, 
p.p . -grown) To cover with vegetation; 
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to outgrow (one’s strength etc.), v.i. To 
grow too large, overgrowth, n. o'ver- 
hand, a. Don* with the hand raised above 
the level of the shoulder or elbow, over¬ 
hang', v.i. ( past and p.p. -bung) To 
Lang over, to Jut out. v.t. To hang or 
impend over; to threaten, n. The part 
or thing that overhangs, overhaul', v.t. 
To examine thoroughly; (Naut.) to over¬ 
take, to gain upon. n. (o'v6r-hawl) In¬ 
spection, thorough examination, over¬ 
head', adv. Above the head, aloft, o. 
Situated overhead; (Mach.) working from 
above downwards; (Jig.) all-round, general, 
overhear', v.t. To hear by accident or 
stratagem, overjoyed (-joid'), a. Trans¬ 
ported with joy. o'verland, a. Lying, 
going, made, or performed by land; adv. 
Across the laud, overlap', v.t. To fold 
over; to extend so as to lie or rest upon, 
n. An act, case, or the extent of over¬ 
lapping; the part that overlaps, over¬ 
lay', v.t. (past and p.p. -laid) To spread 
over the surface of; to cover with a layer; 
to cloud, n. (o'v6r-ia) Something laid 
over (as a covering, layer, etc.), over¬ 
leaf', adv. On the other side of the leaf 
(of a book), overlook', v.t. To view or 
be situated so as to command a view of 
from above; to superintend; to inspect 
in a cursory way; to disregard, to slight, 
o'verlord, n. A superior lord, one who is 
lord over other lords, o'vermantel, n. 
Ornamental woodwork over a mantelpiece, 
o'vermuch, a. Too much, more than 
Is sufficient, adv. In or to too great a 
degree, n. More than enough, over¬ 
night', a. Done or happening the night 
before, adv. In the course of the night 
or evening; In or on the evening before, 
o'verplus, n. Surplus, excess; an amount 
left over, overpow'er, v.t. To be too 
powerful for; to overcome, conquer; to 
overwhelm, o'ver-proof, a. Containing a 
larger proportion of alcohol than is con¬ 
tained in proof-spirit, overrate' [rate 
(1)], v.t. To rate too highly, over¬ 
reach', v.t. To extend beyond: to get 
the better of, to outwit, override', v.t. 
To ride over; to trample as if underfoot, 
to disregard, to supersede, overrule', v.t. 
To control by superior power or authority; 
to set aside; to reject, overrun', v.t. To 
Bpread over; to grow over; to invade; 
to outrun, v.i. To overflow, oversea', 
a. Beyond the sea, foreign, adv. From 
beyond sea. overseas, adv. oversee', 
r.t. To superintend; to disregard, o'ver- 
seer, n. A superintendent; a parish 
officer charged with the care of the poor, 
o'versight, n. Superintendence, care; a 
mistake, an unintentional error or omis¬ 
sion. oversleep', v. To sleep too long 
(often reflex.), overspend', v.t. To spend 
too much of (income, etc.), r.t. To spend 
beyond one’s means (often reflex.), over¬ 
state', v.t. To state too strongly, to 
exaggerate, overstatement, n. over¬ 
stay', v.t. To stay longer than or beyond 
the limits of. overstep', v.t. To exceed, 


to transgress, overstrung', a. Too highly 
strung; with the strings crossed (of pianos), 
overt (5'v6rt) [O.F., opened], o. Open, 
public, apparent, overtly, adv. 
overtake (d-v6r-t&k') [over-, take], v t. 
To come up with, to catch; to attain to; 
to take by surprise, overtask', v.t. To 
burden with too heavy a task, overtax', 
v.t. To tax too heavily; to overburden, 
overthrow (5-v6r-thrd') [over-, throw], 
v.t. To overturn, demolish; to conquer’ 
subvert, n. (d'ver-thro) Defeat, discomfi¬ 
ture; ruin, destruction, o'vertime, n. 
Time one works beyond the regular hours.’ 
overture (6'v6r-tyur) [O.F. (overt, -ure)1, 
». A preliminary proposal (usu. in pi.): 
(Mus.) an introductory piece for instru¬ 
ments, a prelude. 

overturn (5'v6r-tern') [OVER-, TURN], v.t. 
To turn over, to upset, v.i. To be upset 
or turned over. n. Act of overturning; 
state of being overturned, overween'- 
i n g* o. Arrogant, conceited, presump¬ 
tuous. n. Excessive conceit, overweigh', 
v.t. To exceed in weight; to weigh down, 
o'verweight, n. Excess of weight; pre¬ 
ponderance. overwhelm', v.t. To sub¬ 
merge; to crush, engulf; to destroy 
utterly; to bear down, overpower, over¬ 
whelmingly , adv. overwork', v.t. (past 
and p.p. -worked, - wrought) To impose 
too much work upon; to exhaust with 
work; to work up into a morbid state of 
excitement, v.i. To work to excess, 
ovi- (1), ovo- [OVUM], comb. form, ovi¬ 
parous (6-vip'a-rus), a. Producing voung 
by means of eggs that are hatched out¬ 
side the body. 

ovi- (2) [L. ovis , sheep], comb. form, ovine 
(o'vln), a. Pertaining to or like sheep, 
ovum (o'vfitn) [L., egg], n. (pi. ova) The 
female germ in animals, produced within 
the ovary and capable, after fertilization, 
of developing into a new individual, 
owe (6) [A.-S. agon], v.t. To be indebted 
to for a specified amount; to be under 
obligation to pay or repay; to be obliged 
for; to have to thank for. owing, a. 
owl (oui) [A.-S. flic], n. A nocturnal bird 
of prey; (fig.) a solemn-looking block¬ 
head. owlet, n. A yonng or small owl. 
owlish, a. 

own (1) (on) [A.-S. dgen y owed), a. Belong¬ 
ing or proper to, individual, not anyone 
else’9 (as an intensive to the poss. pronoun, 
etc.). 

own (2) [A.-S. agnian , from figen, OWN (1)], 
v.t. To possess; to acknowledge as one’s 
own; to admit, tp concede as true or 
existent, to own up : To confess, to 
make a clean breast (of), owner, n. A 
lawful proprietor, ownership, n. 
ox (oks) [A.-S. oza], n. (pi. oxen) Tbs 
castrated male of domesticated cattle; any 
bovine animal. ox-eyed, a. Having 
large, full eyes. 

oxalic (ok-s&l'ik) [Qr. oxus , sour], a. Be¬ 
longing to or derived from sorrel, oxalic 
acid : A sour, highly-poisonous acid found 
in numerous plants. 
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oxide (ok'sld) [ox(ygen), -ide], ». A 
binary compound of oxygen with another 
element or an organic radical, oxidize, 
v.t. To combine with oxygen; to make 
rusty, v.i. To enter into chemical com¬ 
bination with oxygen; to rust, oxidiza'- 
tion, n. 

Oxonian (ok-so'ni-an), n. A member or 
graduate of Oxford University, a. Be¬ 
longing to Oxford. 

oxy- [Gr. oxus , sharp, biting, acid], comb, 
form. Sharp, keen; denoting the presence 
of oxygen. 

oxygen (ok'si-j6n) [OXY-, -GEN], n. A 
colourless, tasteless, odourless element 
existing in the atmosphere, in water, and 
in most mineral and organic substances, 
oxymoron (ok-si-mor'on) [OXY-, Gr .moros, 
stupid], n. A rhetorical figure in which 
an epithet of a quite contrary signification 
is added to a word. 

oyer (oi'er) [A.-F., in oyer et terminer *, hear 
and determine], n. (Law) A hearing or 
trial of causes under writ of oyer and 
terminer, oyer and terminer : A com¬ 
mission formerly issued to judges of assize, 
empowering them to hear and determine 
specified offences. 

oyez (o-y6s') [O.F., hear ye], int. Thrice 
repeated as introduction to a proclamation 
made by an officer of a court of law or 
public crier. 

oyster (oi'ster) [Gr. ostreon ], n. An edible 
bivalve mollusc; an oyster-shaped morsel 
of meat, oyster-bed, n. A breeding 
place for oysters, oyster-catcher, n. A 
wading-bird. 

ozone (o-zon') [Gr. oz-ein , to smell, -ONE], 
n. A form of oxygen with three atoms to 
the molecule, having a stimulating and 
exhilarating influence on the human 
system. 

P 

pabulum (p&b'u-lum) [L.], n. Food; 

nourishment of a mental or spiritual kind, 
pace (pas) [L. passus ], n. A step, the space 
between the feet in stepping (about 30 
in.); gait, manner of going; rate of speed 
or progress, v.i. To walk with slow or 
regular steps, v.t. To measure by care¬ 
fully regulated steps; to set the pace for. 
pachy- [Gr. pachus , thick, large], comb, 
form. Denoting thickness, pachyderm 
(p&k'i-derm) [Gr. dermein, to flay], n. A 
member of an order of mammals containing 
hoofed non-ruminant animals with thick 
skins, as the elephant; (fig.) a thick-skinned 
person, pachydermatous, a. 
pacific (pa-sif'ik) [L. pacificus], a. In¬ 
clined to peace, conciliatory; tranquil, 
peaceful, the Pacific : The ocean be¬ 
tween America and Asia, 
paciftca'tion, n. paci ficator, n. paci¬ 
ficatory, a. pac'ifier, n. pacifist, n. 
One advocating the reference of inter¬ 
national disputes to a permanent tribunal; 
an opponent of militarism; one anxious 
to make peace at any price. 


pack (pak) [Teut.], n. A bundle of things; 
a parcel, burden; a set, a gang; a set of 
playing-cards; a number of dogs, wolves, 
or other beasts going together; a quantity 
of broken floating ice. v.t. To put 
together in a pack; to stow into a bundle, 
box, bag, etc., for keeping, carrying, etc.; 
to crowd closely together; to cover with 
some material to prevent leakage, loss of 
heat, etc., to manipulate (cards) so as to 
win unfairly; to select (a jury) so as to 
obtain some unfair advantage; to dismiss 
without ceremony, v.i. To put things in 
a pack, bag, trunk, etc., for sending away, 
carrying, or keeping; to crowd together; 
to depart hurriedly, packthread, n. 
Strong thread for sewing or tying up 
parcels, package, to. A parcel, a bundle; 
the packing of goods, packer, n. packet, 
n. A small package; a packet-boat, 
packet-boat, n. A vessel conveying 
mails, goods, and passengers at regular 
intervals, pack-horse, n. A horse em¬ 
ployed in carrying goods, packing, n. 
packing-needle, n. A long curved 
needle, used for sewing up bales, etc. 
packman, to. A pedlar, pack-saddle, 
n. One for supporting packs, 
pact (pakt) [L. pactum , agreement], n. An 
agreement, a compact, 
pad (1) (p&d) [Dut., path], n. A footpad; 
highway robbery; an easy-paced horse. 
v.i. To travel on foot; to trudge, 
pad (2) [?], «. A soft cushion; a bundle 
of this nature; a soft saddle; a quantity 
of blotting-paper for writing on; a number 
of sheets of paper fastened together at one 
edge; the cushion-like sole of the foot. 
v.t. To stuff or furnish with padding; to 
fill out (a sentence, etc.) with unnecessary 
words, padding, n. 

paddle (p&dl) [?], n. A broad short oar 
used without a row-lock; the blade of an 
oar; a paddle-board; a paddle-wheel; a 
spell of paddling; an implement used in 
washing clothes, v.t. To propel by means 
of paddles; to dabble in the water with 
the hands or feet; to toddle, v.i. To 
ply a paddle; to move along by means of 
a paddle, paddle-wheel, n. A wheel 
with floats or boards projecting from the 
periphery for pressing against the water 
and propelling a vessel, 
paddock (1) (p&d'ok) [A.-S. pearruc], n. 
A small field; a turfed enclosure attached 
to a stud-farm, or adjoining a race-course 
where horses are kept before racing, 
paddock (2) [M.E. padde , -OCX], n. A frog, 
paddy (pad'i) [Malay padi ], n. Rice in 
the husk. 

padlock (p&dflok) [pad, ?, LOCK (1)], to. 
A detachable lock for fastening to a staple, 
etc. v.t. To fasten with this, 
padre (pa'dra) [It., father, priest], n. A 
priest; an army or naval chaplain, 
paean (pe'4n) [Gr. Paian, a name of Apollo], 
n. A choral song addressed to a deity; 
a song of triumph or rejoicing, 
paedo- [Gr. pais paidos , boy, child], comb' 
form. Relating to children. 
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pagan (pa'gan) [L. paganus, countryman], 
n. A heathen; (Jig.) a barbarous or 
unenlightened person, a. Heathenish; 
unenlightened, paganism, n. pagan¬ 
ize, v. 

page (1) (pSj) [O.F.], n. A young male 
attendant on persons of rank; a boy in 
livery. 

page (2) [L. p&gina, from pang ere, to 
fasten], n. One side of a leaf of a book; 
(fig.) a record, v.t. To put numbers on 
the pages of (a book), paginal, (paj'-), 
a. paginate, v.t. pagination, n. The 
figures showing the number of a page, 
pageant (p&j'ent) [?], n. A brilliant spec¬ 
tacle, an elaborate parade or procession; 
a theatrical exhibition representing his¬ 
torical events, costumes, etc. pagean¬ 
try, n. 

pagoda (p&-go'd&) [Port, pagode ], n. A 
sacred temple in India, China, and the 
East; a building imitating this, 
pail (pal) [A.-S. pcegel ], n. An open vessel 
for carrying liquids; a pailful, pailful, n. 
pain (pan) [Or. poini, penalty], n. Bodily 
or mental suffering; (pi.) labour, trouble. 
v.t. To inflict pain upon, to take pains : 
To take trouble, to labour hard, painful, 
a. Attended with or causing mental or 
physical pain; laborious, difficult, pain¬ 
less, a. painstaking, a. Taking great 
care, giving close application. ». The 
taking of pains, careful labour, 
paint (pant) [O.P. peinf], v.t. To cover 
with paint; to give a specified colour to; 
to portray in colours; to adorn with 
painting; (fig.) to depict vividly in words. 
v.i. To practise painting; to rouge, n. 
A solid colouring-substance, often dissolved 
in a liquid vehicle, used to give a coloured 
coating to surfaces; a cosmetic, rouge, 
painter (1), n. One whose occupation is 
to colour walls, etc., with paint; an artist 
who paints pictures, painting, n. The 
act, art, or occupation of laying on colours 
or producing representations in colours; a 
picture. 

painter (2) (pan'tSr) [?], n. A bow-rope 
for fastening a boat to a ring, etc. 
pair (par) [L. par , equal], n. Two things 
of a kind, similar in form, or applied to 
the same use; a set of two, a couple; a 
double implement, as scissors, spectacles; 
an engaged or married couple; a flight (of 
stairs); (Pari.) two members of opposite 
views abstaining from voting, v.t. To 
arrange in pairs; to cause to mate. v.i. 
To be arranged in pairs; to mate; (Pari.) 
to make a pair (with), 
palace (p&l'as) [L. paldtium, as palatine], 
n. The official residence of a king, bishop, 
etc.; a splendid mansion; a large building 
for entertainments. 

paladin (pSI'i-din) [as PALATINE], n. One 
of Charlemagne’s twelve Peers; a knight- 
errant. 

palae-, palaeo- [Or. palaios, old, ancient] 
comb. form. Pertaining to or existing in 
the earliest times, palaeog'raphy, n. 
The art or science of deciphering ancient 


inscriptions or manuscripts; ancient manu¬ 
scripts collectively. 

palaeontology (pal-6-on-tol'd-ji) [PAL2E-, 
ONTO-, -LOGY], n. The branch of biology 
or geology dealing with fossil animals and 
plants. 

palankeen, -quin (pSl-an-kSn') [Hindi 
palaki], n. A litter borne by men. 
palatable (pal'a-tabl) [PALATE, -ABLE], a. 

Pleasing to the taste; agreeable, 
palate (pal'at) [L. palatum ], n. The roof 
of the mouth; (fig.) the sense of taste; 
liking, fancy, palatal, a. Pertaining to 
the palate. «. A sound produced with 
the palate, as k, g, ch, y, s , n. 
palatial (pd-la'shal) [as PALACE], a. Per¬ 
taining to or befitting a palace; magnifi¬ 
cent, splendid. 

palatine (pSl'a-tin) [L. palatlnus, from 
paldtium , the palace built by Augustus on 
the Palatine Hill, Rome], a. Pertaining 
to or connected with a palace (esp. of the 
Caesars or the German Emperors); pos¬ 
sessing royal privileges (as the counties of 
Chester, Durham, and Lancaster); per¬ 
taining to a count palatine, n. One 
invested with royal privileges, 
palaver (pa-la'v£r) [Port., as PARABLE], n. 
A discussion, parley, esp. between African 
natives and traders; chatter; flattery. 
v.t. To talk over, to flatter, v.i. To 
confer; to talk idly. 

pale (1) (pal) [F. pal, L. pdlus], n. A 
pointed stake; a narrow board used in 
fencing; boundary; a region, territory, 
sphere. 

pale (2) (pal) [L. pallere , to be pale], a. 
Whitish, wanting in colour; dim, faint. 
v. To make or turn pale; (fig.) to be dim 
or poor in comparison, 
paletot (pai'6-t6) [F.], n. A loose over¬ 
coat. 

palette (p5,l'6t) [F., dim. of pale, shovel], 
n. A flat board for mixing colours on. 
palfrey (pawl'fri) [O.F. palfrei ], n. A 
small saddle-horse, esp. for a lady, 
palimpsest (pal'imp-sest) [Gr. palin, again, 
psestos, scraped], n. A manuscript from 
which the original writing has been erased 
to make room for another record, 
paling (pa'ling) [PALE (1)], n. A fence of 
pales. 

palisade (p&l-i-sad') [F. palisser, to enclose 
with pales], n. A fence of stakes, iron 
railings, etc. 

pall (1) (pawl) [A.-S. pcell, L. pallium, cloak], 
n. A large cloth thrown over a coffin or 
hearse; a cloak, a mantle, pall-bearer, 
n. One who attends the coffin at a funeral, 
or who holds up the pall, 
pall (2) [APPAL], v. To become or make 
vapid, insipid, or spiritless; to cloy, to 
dull. 

palladium (pa-l&'di-um) [Gr. Pallas - ados , 
Greek goddess of wisdom], n. A statue 
of Pallas on the preservation of which 
the safety of Troy depended; (fig.) a 
defence, a safeguard. 

pallet (1) (pal'et) [palette], n. A palette; 
a tool used by potters for mixing and 
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shaping clay; a pawl on a machine, for 
converting reciprocating into rotary 
motion or vice versa; a valve admitting 
air to an organ pipe. 

pallet (2) [L. palea , straw], n. A small 
rude bed; a straw mattress, 
palliasse (pil'i-is) [as prec.J, n. A mat¬ 
tress of straw or other material, 
palliate (p&l'i-ftt) [L. pallidtus, cloaked], 
v.t. To cover with excuses; to extenuate; 
to mitigate (a disease, etc.), 
pallid (pil'id) [L. pallidus ], a. Paie, wan. 
pallor (pfll'dr) [as pale], n. Paleness, 
palm (1) (pam) [A.-S., L. palnui ], n. A 
tropical or subtropical tree usu. with a tall 
branched stem and head of large fan¬ 
shaped leaves; a palm-branch or leaf as 
a symbol of triumph; victory, triumph, 
the prize, palm-oil, n. An oil obtained 
from palm-fruit; (slang) a bribe, palm¬ 
aceous (-inii'shus), a. 
palm (2) [M.E. and F. paurrut, L. palmd], n. 
The inner part of the hand; a measure of 
breadth (3-4 ins.) or of length (8-8£ ins.). 
v.t. To conceal (dice, etc.) in the palm; 
heuce, to pass (off) fraudulently, palmar 
(p&l'mAr), a. Pertaining to the palm, 
palmate, a. Resembling a hand with 
the fingers spread out; webbed (of the 
foot of a bird). 

palmer (pa'mdr) [O.F. palmier], n. A 
pilgrim who carried a palm-branch for 
having been to the Holy Land ; a devotee, 
itinerant monk, etc. palmer-worm, n. 
A hairy caterpillar. 

palmistry (pa'mis-tri) [M.E. pawmestry ], 
n. Fortune-telling by the lines, etc., on the 
palm of the hand, palmist, n 
palmy (pa'mi) [palm (1), -Y], a. Abound¬ 
ing in palms; victorious, flourishing, 
palpable (pil'p&bl) [L. palp&re, to feel], a. 
Perceptible to the touch; easily perceived, 
obvious, palpably, adv. 
palpitate (p&l'pi-tat) [L. palpit&re , freq. of 
palpare, as prec.], v.i. To throb; to 
flutter; to beat rapidly (of the heart), 
palpita'tion, n. 

palsy (pawl'zi) [as paralysis], n. Paraly¬ 
sis; inefficiency, helplessness, palsied, a. 
palter (pawl'tdr) [?], v.i. To equivocate, 
shuffle, act trickily (with), 
paltry (pawl'tri) [?], a. Mean, petty, 
despicable, paltriness, n. 
paludal (pal'u-dal), -die (pi-lu'dik), -dine 
[L. palus paludis , marsh], a. Pertaining 
to fens, marshy; malarial, 
pampas (pam'pAs) [Sp. pampa, Peruv. 
bamba , a plain], n.pl. The open treeless 
plains in South America, 
pamper (pam'pdr) [?], v.t. To feed 
luxuriously; to gratify (tastes, etc.) to 
excess. 

pamphlet (p&m'flet) [O.F. Parnphilet , title 
of a Latin poem of 12th cent.], n. A few 
printed sheets, stitched, but not bound, 
pamphleteer', n. and v.i. 
pan (1) (pan) [A.-S. panne], n. A broad 
shallow vessel for domestic and manu¬ 
facturing uses; a hollow in the ground for 
evaporating brine in salt-making; the 


part of a flint-lock that holds the priming, 
pancake, n. A thin flat c*ke of batter 
fried.in a pan. 

Pan (2) [Or.], n. The chief rural divinity 
of the Greeks. Pan-pipe, n. A musical 
instrument made of a number of pipes, 
pan- [Or. pas pantos , all], comb. form. 
anacea (pan-A-se'a) [Or. akeomai , I 
eal], n. A universal remedy, 
pancreas (pin'krd-As) [PAN-, Or. kreas 
-atos , flesh], n. A gland near the stomach 
secreting a digestive fluid, the sweetbread, 
pancreatic, a. 

pandect (pan'dekt) [PAN-, Or. dechomai, 
to receive], n. (usu. pi.) The digest of 
the Roman civil law made under Justinian 
in the 6th cent.; any complete system or 
body of laws. 

pandemonium (p&n-d6-m6'ni-fim) [PAN-, 
DEMON], n. The abode of the demons; 
a place or state of lawlessness, confusion, 
or uproar. 

pander (p&n'ddr) [ Pandarus , character In 
Chaucer’s “ Troilus and Criseyde ”], n. A 
go-between in an amorous Intrigue; (fig.) 
one who ministers to evil passions, pre¬ 
judices, etc. v.t. To minister to the 
gratification of. v.i. To act as an agent 
(to) for the gratification of desires, etc. 
pane (pin) [L. pannus, piece of cloth], n. 
A Bheet of glass in a window, etc.; one 
square of the pattern in a plaid, 
panegyric (pin-6-jir'ik) [Or. pantgurikos 
(PAN-, agora , forum)], n. A eulogy in 
praise of some person, act, or thing; an 
elaborate encomium, panegyrical, o. 
panegyrist, n. 

panel (pin'61) [O.F., dim. of L. pannus, 
pane], n. A rectangular piece of wood 
or other material inserted in a frame or 
forming a compartment of a door, wainscot, 
etc., a thin board on which a picture is 
painted; a picture of much greater height 
than width; a piece of stuff let iu length¬ 
wise in a dress; a list of persons summoned 
as jurors, a jury. v.t. To fit, furnish, or 
decorate with panels, panel-doctor, n. 
A doctor on the official list of those under¬ 
taking duty in connexion with the National 
Insurance Act, 1911. 

pang (ping) [ ?], n. A sudden paroxysm of 
pain; a throe, agony. 

panic (p&n'ik) [Gr. panikos, from PAN 
(2)], n. Sudden, overpowering, unreason¬ 
ing fear; a general alarm, a. Sudden, 
extreme, unreasoning; caused by fear, 
pannier (p&n'i-dr) [L. panarium, bread¬ 
basket], n. A large basket, esp. one of 
a pair carried by a beast of burden, 
pannikin (pin'i-kin) [PAN (1), -KIN], n. A 
small drinking-cup of metal; a small 
saucepan. 

panoply (pin'd-pli) [pan-, Gr. hopla, arms], 
n. A complete suit of armour; (fig.) 
complete defence. 

panorama (pin-6-ra'mi) [PAN-, Gr. hor- 
ama, view], n. A continuous picture oa 
a sheet unrolled before the spectator; 
a complete view in all directions, pano¬ 
ramic (-rim'ik), a. 
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pansy (pSn'zi) [F. pensee, thought], n. A 
species of viola with large flowers of 
various colours; the heartsease, 
pant (p&nt) [O.F. pantaisier (F. panteler )], 
v.i. To breathe quickly; to gasp for 
breath; (fig.) to long for. v.t. To utter 
gaspingly or convulsively, n. A gasp; a 
throb, palpitation, 
pant- [PANTO-], comb. form. 
pantaloon (pan-ta-loon') [It. Pantalone 
(character on the Italian stage)], n. A 
character in pantomime, the butt of the 
clown’s jokes; (pi.) tight trousers fastened 
below the shoe; trousers generally, 
pantechnicon (pan-tek'ni-kon) [PAN-, Gr. 
technikon ( techne , art)], n. A storehouse 
for furniture; a place where all sorts of 
manufactured articles are exposed for sale; 
a pantechnicon van. pantechnicon van : 
A large van for removing furniture, 
pantheism (p&n'the-izm) [PAN-, Gr. theos, 
god, -izm], n. The doctrine that God and 
the universe are identical, pantheist, 
n. pantheistic, -ical, a. 
panther (panther) [Gr.], n. The leopard, 
pantile (pan'til) [PAN (1), TILE], n. A 
curved tile. 

panto-, [Gr. pas pantos, all], comb. form. 
pantomime (pan'to-mim) [PANTO-, Gr. 
mimos, mimic)], n. (Rom. Ant.) A per¬ 
former or performance in dumb show; 
a theatrical entertainment, produced at 
Christmas-time, consisting mainly of 
burlesque and spectacle, pantomimic 
(-mim'ik), a. 

pantry (p&n'tri) [O.F. paneterie, place 
where bread is made (L. pants, bread)], 
n. A closet in which bread and pro¬ 
visions are kept. 

pap (p&p) [?], n. Semi-liquid food for 
infants, etc.; weak mental nutriment; a 
teat, a nipple; a conical hill or small 
peak, pappy, a. 

papa (pa-pa') [L.], n. (Childish) Father, 
papacy (pa'pa-si) [from prec.], n. The 
office, dignity, or tenure of office of the 
Pope; the papal system; the Popes 
collectively, papal, a. 
papaverous (pa-pa'v6r-us) [L. papaver, 
poppy], a. Resembling or allied to the 
poppy. 

paper (pa'per) [L. papyrus ], n. A thin 
flexible substance made of rags, wood- 
fibre, etc., used for writing and printing 
on, wrapping, etc.; a piece of this; a 
document; an essay; a newspaper; a set 
of examination questions; bills of ex¬ 
change, etc.; paper-money, o. Made 
of paper; like paper; stated only on 
paper, v.t. To cover with or decorate 
with paper; to wrap up in paper, to send 
in one’s papers : To resign, paper- 
chase, n. A game in which a person oi 
persons called the hares drop pieces of 
paper for pursuers called the hounds to 
track them by. paper-hangings, n.pl. 
Paper for covering the walls of rooms, etc. 
paper-hanger, n. paper money : Bank 
notes, treasury notes, or bills used as 
currency, opp. to coin. 


papier miche (pap-ya-ma'sha) [F., chewed 
paper], n. A material made from pulped 
paper, moulded into trays, boxes, etc., and 
usu. japanned. 

papist (pa'pist) [F. papiste , as PAPA], n. 

A Roman Catholic. 

papyrus (pa-pi'rus) [L., from Gr. papuros , 
of Egypt, orig.], n. (pi. -ri) A rush-like 
plant found in Abyssinia, etc.; a writing 
material made from this by the Egyptians ; 
a manuscript written on this, 
par (par) [L., equal, equally], n. State of 
equality, esp. between the selling value 
and the nominal value of share certificates, 
etc.; average or normal condition, rate, 
etc. 

para- [Gr. para, by the side of], comb, form . 
Denoting closeness of position, correspond¬ 
ence of parts, situation on the other side, 
alteration, etc. 

parable (p&r'abl) [as foil.], n. An alle¬ 
gorical narrative from wffiich a moral is 
drawn; an allegory, esp. of a religious 
kind. 

parabola (pa-r&b'o-la) [PARA-, Gr. ballein, 
to throw], n. A plane curve formed by the 
intersection of the surface of a cone with 
a plane parallel to one of its sides, para¬ 
bolic, -al, a. 

parachute (p&r-a-shoot') [F. (It. parare, to 
ward off, F. chute, fall)], n. An umbrella¬ 
shaped contrivance by which a descent can 
be made from an airship, etc. para¬ 
chutist, n. 

paraclete (p&r'a-klet) [Gr. parakletos (para- 
kalein, to call)], n. An advocate, esp. the 
Holy Ghost, the Comforter, 
parade (pa-rad') [L. parare , to get ready], 
n. Ostentatious display; a muster of 
troops; ground where soldiers are paraded; 
a public promenade, v.t. To make dis¬ 
play of; to assemble and marshal (troops). 
v.i. To be marshalled in military order 
for display or review; to walk about 
ostentatiously. 

paradise (par'a-dis) [O.Pers. paradeeza 
(pairi, peri-, diz, to mould)], n. The 
garden of Eden; place or state of bliss; 
heaven, paradisaic, (-sa'ik), a. 
paradox (p&r'a-doks) [PARA-, Gr. doxa> 
opinion], n. A statement, view, etc., 
contrary to received opinion; an asser¬ 
tion seemingly absurd but really correct; 
a self-contradictory statement or pheno¬ 
menon. paradoxical, a. 
paraffin (pSr'a-fin) [L. parum, little, 
affinis, akin, from its small affinity with 
other bodies], n. A colourless, tasteless, 
odourless, solid fatty substance produced 
in the distillation of coal, bituminous 
shale, etc.; paraffin oil. paraffin oil : 
One of several oils obtained in this way, 
used for illuminating, as a lubricant, etc. 
paragon (p&r'a-gon) [It. paragone], n. 
A pattern of perfection; a model; a 
person or thing of supreme excellence. 
v.t. To rival, to equal, 
paragraph (par'a-graf) [PARA-, -GRAPH], n • 
A distinct portion of a writing marked 
by a break in the lines; a reference mark 
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denoting a division in the text; an 
item in a newspaper, paragraphist, n. 
parakeet (p&r'a-ket) [O.F. paroquet ], «. 

Any small long-tailed parrot, 
parallax (p&r'a-laks) [PARA-, Or. allassein, 
to change], n. Apparent change in the 
position of an object due to change in the 
position of the observer, parallac'tic, a. 
parallel (par'4-lel) [PARA-, Gr. allelos , one 
another], a. Having the same direction 
and everywhere equidistant (of lines, 
eto.); having the same tendency; cor¬ 
responding. n. A line everywhere equi¬ 
distant from another; any one of the 
parallel circles on a map or globe marking 
degrees of latitude on the earth’s surface; 
direction parallel to that of another line; 
a comparison; a counterpart; a reference- 
mark (||). v.l. To be parallel to, to 
match, to rival; to compare, parallel¬ 
ism, n. The state of being parallel, 
correspondence; a comparison, 
parallelepiped (p&r-a-lel-ep'i-ped), -pipe- 
don (-pip'6-don) [parallel, Gr. epipe- 
don, a level], «. A regular solid bounded 
by six parallelograms, the opposite pairs 
of which are parallel. 

parallelogram (p&r-a-lel'd-gram) [PARAL¬ 
LEL, Gr. granting , line], n. A four-sided 
rectilineal figure whose opposite sides are 
parallel. 

paralyse (p&r'a-liz) [as foil.], v.t. To 
affect with paralysis; (Jig.) to render 
powerless. 

paralysis (p&-ral'i-sis) [PARA-, Gr. lusis, 
from luein , to loosen], n. Loss of the 
power of muscular contraction or of 
sensation; palsy; (Jig.) inability to act. 
paralytic (-lit'ik), a. and n. 
paramount (p&r'a-mount) [O.F. par 
amont, at the top], a. Supreme above 
all others, pre-eminent, n. The highest, 
paramour (p&r'a-moor) [O.F. par amour, 
by love], n. A mistress; a lover, 
parapet (p&r'a-p6t) [It. parapetlo ( parare, 
to guard, petto, breast)], n. A breast- 
high wall at the edge of a roof, bridge, 
etc.; a rampart. 

paraphernalia (p&r-4-fer-nS,'li-&) [PARA-, 
Gr. pherne, a dowry], n.pl. (Law) 
Personal property allowed to a wife over 
and above her dower, as apparel, jewellery, 
etc.; miscellaneous belongings, ornaments, 
trappings. 

paraphrase (p&r'a-fraz) [PARA-, Gr. phra- 
zein, to tell], n. A free rendering of a 
passage; a restatement in different terms; 
a poetical version of a passage of Scripture. 
v.t. To express or interpret in other 
words, v.i. To make a paraphrase, 
paraphrastic (-fr&s'tik), a. 
parasite (p&r'a-sit) [PARA-, Gr. sitos, 
food], n. A hanger-on, a sponger; an 
animal or plant subsisting at the expense 
of another, parasitic, -al (-sit'ik, -al), 
a. parasitol'ogy, n. 

parasol (pSr-a-sol) [It. parasole (parare, 
to ward off, sole, sun)], n. A small 
umbrella used for shelter against the 
sun. 


paravane (p&r'a-van) [para-, vane], n. 
(Nav.) A torpedo-shaped appliance towed 
from a ship to catch submerged mines, 
parboil (par'boil) [O.F. parboillir, to boil 
thoroughly], v.t. To boil partially (form¬ 
erly, thoroughly). 

# parbreak (par-br&k') [F. par-, as prec., 
BREAK], v.t. and i. To vomit, n. Vomit, 
spewing. 

parcel (par's61) [as particle], n. A 
number or quantity of tilings dealt with 
separately; a distinct portion, as of land; 
a bundle, a package, v.t. To divide 
into parts or lots; to make into a parcel, 
parch (parch) [?], v.t. To scorch, to dry 
up. v.i. To become hot or dry. 
parchment (parch'mSnt) [L. pergamgna, 
pertaining to Pergamum, city of Mysia], n. 
The skin of calves, sheep, goats, etc., 
prepared for writing; a document on 
this. 

#pard (pard) [Gr. pardos ], n. A panther, 
leopard. 

pardon (par'don) [O.F. perduner (PER-, 
L. doudre, to give)], v.t. To forgive, to 
absolve from; to remit the penalty of; 
to excuse, make allowance for. n. The 
act of pardoning; remission of the legal 
consequences of crime; a papal indul¬ 
gence; a religious festival when this is 
granted, pardonable, a. pardonably, 
adv. pardoner, n. One licensed to sell 
pardons or indulgences, 
pare (par) [L. parare, to prepare], v.t. 
To cut away or remove (as rind of fruit, 
etc.); to trim by cutting, 
paregoric (p8x-6-gor'ik) [Gr. paregorikos, 
soothing], a. Assuaging or soothing pain, 
n. A camphorated tincture of opium, 
parent (parent) [L. parentem, nom. -ens, 
from parere, to beget], n. A father or 
mother; a forefather; (fig.) a source, 
cause, occasion, parentage, n. Birth, 
lineage, origin, paren'tal, a. 
parenthesis (pi-ren'the-sis) [PARA-, EN-, 
Gr. tithenai, to put], n. (pi. -theses) 
A word or sentence inserted in a sentence 
that is grammatically complete without 
it; (pi.) round brackets ( ) to include 
such words; (fig.) an interval, interlude, 
etc. paren'thesize, v.t. To insert or 
mark as a parenthesis, parenthe'tic, 
-al, a. 

parergon (pa-rer'gdn) [para-, Gr. ergon, 
work], n. (pi. -ga). A subsidiary workj 
a by-work. 

parget (par'j6t) [L. projectare ], v.t. To 
plaster over. n. Plaster; pargeting, 
pargeter, n. pargeting, n. Plaster- 
work, esp. decorative, 
parhelion (par-he'li-on) [para-, Gr. helios, 
sun], n. (pi. -lia) A mock-sun or bright 
spot in a solar halo, due to ice-crystals in 
the atmosphere. 

pariah (pa'ri-&) [Tamil paraiyan , a 
drummer], n. One of a people of very 
low caste in India; (fig.) a social outcast, 
paring (p&r'ing) [pare], n. Act of prun¬ 
ing or trimming; that which is pared off. 
parish (pfir'ish) [para-, Gr. oikos, dwelling], 
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n. An ecclesiastical district with its own 
clergyman, a subdivision of a county, a. 
Pertaining to or maintained by a parish, 
parishioner, n. One who belongs to a 
parish. 

Parisian (pA-riz'i-an), a. Pertaining to 
Paris, n. A native or inhabitant of 
Paris. 

parity (p&r'i-ti) [L. paritas , from par , 
equal], n. Equality of rank, condition, 
value, etc.; parallelism, analogy, 
park (park) [O.F. pare , from Teut.], n. 
A piece of land, usu. for ornament, pleasure, 
or recreation, adjoining a mansion or 
enclosed for public recreation; a space 
occupied by the artillery, stores, etc., in 
an encampment, v.t. To enclose as in 
a park; to mass (artillery), 
parlance (parlans) [O.F. as foil.], n. 

Way of speaking, idiom, 
parley (par'li) [F. parler , to speak], v.i. 
To confer with an enemy with pacific 
intentions; to talk. n. A conference 
for discussing terms. 

Parliament (par'la-mAnt) [M.E. and O.F. 
parlement (PARLEY, -MENT)], n. A de¬ 
liberative assembly; a legislative body, 
esp. the British legislature, consisting of 
the Houses of Lords and Commons, 
together with the sovereign. Parlia¬ 
mentarian (-tar'i-dn), n. One versed 
in parliamentary rules, debate, etc.; one 
who supported the Parliament against 
Charles I. parliamentary, a. Per¬ 
taining to, enacted by, or according to 
the rules of Parliament, 
parlour (par'lbr) [O.F. parleor , as PARLEY], 
n. The family sitting-room in a private 
house, parlour-maid, n. A maid¬ 
servant waiting at table. 

♦parlous (par'lus) [PERILOUS], a. Awk¬ 
ward, trying, adv. Extremely. 
Parnassus (par-nAs'ils) [Mt. in Greece, 
the fabled resort of the Muses], n. (Jig.) 
Poetry, literature. Parnassian, a. 
parochial (pd-rfi'ki-dl) [L. parochia , 
parish], o. Relating to a parish; (Jig.) 
petty, narrow, paro'chialism, it. 
parody (pir'6-di) [para-, ODE], n. A 
literary composition imitating an author’s 
work for the purpose of ridicule; a 
travesty, v.t. To burlesque, par'odist, 
n. One who writes parodies, 
parole (pA-rol') [F.], n. A promise by a 
prisoner of war that he will not attempt 
to escape or take up arms against his 
captors; (Mil.) a daily password used by 
officers. 

paronomasia (pAr-6-nd-ma'zi-A) [para-, 
Gr. onomazein , to name], n. A play upon 
words, a pun. 

-parous [L. from parere , to bring forth], 
ztef. Producing, bringing forth, 
paroxysm (pAr'ok-sizm) [para-, Gr. 
oxunein , to sharpen], n. A sudden and 
violent fit; the exacerbation of a disease 
at periodic times. 

parquet (par'ki) [F., a floor], n. A floor¬ 
ing of parquetry, parquetry (par'kA-tri), 
n. Inlaid woodwork for floors. 


parr (par) [?], n. A young salmon, 
parricide (par'i-sld) [L. parricida], n. One 
who murders or the murder of a parent, 
parrici'dal, a. 

parrot (pAr'ot) [?], n. One of a group of 
tropical birds with brilliant plumage, 
remarkable for their faculty of imitating 
the human voice; (fig.) one who repeats 
words mechanically; a chatterbox, 
parry (pSr'i) [F. parer. as parade], v.t. 
To ward off (a blow, etc.), n. A de¬ 
fensive movement in fencing, the warding 
off of a blow. 

parse (parz) [L. pars , part], n. To 
classify a w^ord grammatically; to analyse 
a sentence and describe its component 
w'ords and their relations, 
parsimonious (par-si-mo'ni-us) [L. parci- 
n.onia, from parcere , to spare], a. Frugal, 
niggardly, stingy, parsimoniously, adv. 
par'simony, n. 

parsley (pars'li) [Gr. pctroselinon ], n. An 
umbelliferous herb used for seasoning and 
garnishing dishes. 

parsnip (par'snip) [L. pastindca , from 
pastinum , a fork for digging], n. An 
umbelliferous plant with an edible root, 
parson (par'sbn) [M.E. persons , person], n. 
A clergyman holding a benefice, parson¬ 
age, n. The dwelling-house of a parson; 
the benefice of a parish, 
part (part) [A.-S., from L. pars , partis ], n. 
A portion, piece, or amount of a thing 
or number of things, esp. considered as 
separate; a member, organ; one of 
several equal portions into which a thing 
is divided or of which it is composed; a 
section of a book, etc., issued at one 
time; a share, a lot; interest, concern; 
the words, etc., allotted to an actor; 
(pZ.) qualities, accomplishments; region, 
district, v.t. To divide into portions, 
etc.; to separate, v.i. To divide; to 
separate (from); to resign; to give way 
(of a cable, etc.), adv. Partly, 
partake (par-tak') [part, take], v.t. To 
take or have a part or share in common 
with others, v.i. To take or have a 
share (of or in, with another or others); 
to have something of the nature (of), 
partaker, n. 

parterre (par-tar') [F. par terre> on the 
ground], n. An ornamental arrange¬ 
ment of flower-beds; the ground-floor of 
a theatre under the galleries. 

Parthian (par'thi-an), a. Pertaining to 
Parthia; an ancient kingdom in W. Asia. 
Parthian arrow or shot : A look, word, 
etc., delivered as a parting blow, 
partial (par'shal) [L. partialis , as part], a. 
Affecting a part only; biased, unfair; 
having a preference for. partiality, n. 
partially, adv. Unfairly, with bias; in 
part. 

participate (par-tis'i-pat) [L. participare 
(part, capere , to take)], v.i. To partake 
(in); to have something (of the nature 
of), v.t. To have a part or share in 
(with), participant, a. participa tion, 
n. participator, n. 
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participle (par'ti-sipl) [as prec.], ». A 
word partaking of the nature of a verb 
and of an adjective, participial, a. 
particle (par'tikl) [L. particular dim. of 
pars , part], n. A minute portion; an 
atom; a word not inflected or not used 
except in combination, 
parti-coloured (par'ti-kul-ord) [party, 
COLOUR], a. Partly variegated; in mot¬ 
ley. 

particular (par-tik'ii-lar) [as particle], a. 
Pertaining to a single person or thing; 
special, peculiar; personal, individual; 
minute, circumstantial; exact, precise; 
noteworthy, n. An item, detail, in¬ 
stance; (pi.) a detailed account, par¬ 
ticularity, n. The quality of being 
particular; circumstantiality, particu¬ 
larize, v.t. To mention individually; to 
specify; to give the particulars of. par¬ 
ticularly, adv. 

parting (par'ting) [part, -ING], a. Serving 
to part; departing; given on departure, 
n. Separation, division; a point of 
departure; a dividing-line; leave-taking, 
partisan (par-ti-zan') [It. partigiano, sls 
PART], n. An adherent of a party, cause, 
etc. 

partition (par-tish'un) [L. partitio, from 
partiri, to part], n. Division into parts, 
distribution; a separate part; that which 
separates, as a wall. v.t. To separate 
(off); to divide, par'titive, a. De¬ 
noting a part. n. A word denoting 
partition, as some , any, etc. 
partly (part'li) [part, -l*], adv. In 
part; to some extent; not wholly, 
partner (part'ner) [part], n. One who 
shares with another; one associated 
with others in business; one of two who 
dance together, play on the same side, 
etc.; a husband or a wife, partnership, n. 
partridge (par'trij) [Gr. perdix ], n. A 
gallinaceous bird preserved for game, 
parturient (par-tur'i-6nt) [L. parturire, to 
be in labour], a. About to bring forth 
young, parturition (-rish'un), n. 
party (par'ti) [L. pars partis , part], n. 
A number of persons united for a par¬ 
ticular purpose; the principle or practice 
of taking sides on questions; a social 
entertainment; each of the personages 
on either side in a legal action, contract, 
etc.; one concerned in any affair, party - 
wall, u. A wall separating two buildings, 
parvenu (par've-nu) [F., arrived, attained], 
n. (fern, -nue) An upstart, 
pas (pa) [F., step], n. Precedence, to 
have the pas : To take precedence (of), 
paschal (pas'kal) [Heb. pasakh, the Pass- 
over], a. Pertaining to the Passover or 
to Easter. 

pasha (pa'sha) [Turk.], n. A Turkish 
title of honour, pa'shalic, n. The juris¬ 
diction of a pasha or governor, 
pasquinade (pas-kwi-nad') [ Pasguino , It. 
name], n. A lampoon, a satire, v.t. 
To satirize. 

pass (pas) [L. passus, pace], v.i. To 
move from one place to another; to 


be current; to be changed from one state 
to another; to change gradually; to be 
transferred; to disappear; to die; to 
elapse; to go through without challenge; 
to be enacted (as a Bill); to be approved 
by examining; to happen, occur, v.t. 
To go by, beyond, over, etc.; spend 
(time, etc.); to admit, to approve, to 
enact; to satisfy the requirements of 
(examiners); to surpass; to allow to 
go through (as a Bill, candidate, etc.) 
after examination; to pledge (one’s 
word); to overlook, disregard, reject, n. 
A passage, esp. a difficult way or a narrow 
passage through mountains; permission 
to pass; a ticket authorizing one to 
travel (on a railway, etc.) or to be ad¬ 
mitted (to a theatre,''etc.) free; a critical 
condition of things; the act of passing 
an examination, esp. without honours; 
a thrust; a passing of hands over any¬ 
thing (as in mesmerism); a juggling trick; 
passing a ball in various games, pass¬ 
book, n. A book that passes between a 
tradesman and his customer, in which 
purchases on credit are entered; a bank¬ 
book. pass-key, n. A master-key. 
password, n. A word by which to dis¬ 
tinguish friends from strangers, pass¬ 
able, a. That may be passed; accept¬ 
able, fairly good, passably, adv. 
passage (p&s'aj) [F., a3 PASS], n. Act of 
passing; transit, migration; transition 
from one state to another; a journey; a 
way by which one passes, an entrance or 
exit; a corridor; a separate portion of a 
book, etc.; the passing of a Bill, etc., into 
law. 

pass£ (p&s-a) [F., passed], a. (Jem. -s4e) 
Past the prime, faded; behind the times 
passenger (p&s'en-j6r) [O.F. passager 
(passage, -ier)], n. One who travels on 
a public conveyance; a wayfarer. 
passepartout (pas-par-too 7 ) [F., pas 3 
everywhere], n. A light frame for a 
picture, photograph, etc. 
passerine (pas'6r-In) [L. passer , sparrow], 
a. Pertaining to the order Passeres or 
perchers, which contains the great mass 
of the smaller birds; like a sparrow, n. 
A passerine bird. 

passible (pas'ibl) [L. passibilis , from pail, 
to suffer], a. Capable of feeling or suffer¬ 
ing; susceptible to impressions, passi- 
bil'ity, n. 

passim (pas'im) [L.], adv. Here and 
there, throughout (of words, allusions, etc.), 
passing (pa'sing) [pass], a. Going by,* 
occurring; incidental, casual; fleeting; 
notable, n. Passage, transit, 
passion (p&sh'on) [L. passio y Unis , from 
Pat'% , to suffer], n. Intense emotion, 
overpowering affection of the mind, as 
grief, anger, hatred, love; ardent enthusi¬ 
asm (for); the last agonies of Christ. A 
plant. Passion Sunday : The fifth Sunday 
in Lent.- Passion Week : The week 
following this, passionate, a. Easily 
moved to strong feeling, esp. an^er 
vehement, intense. 
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passive (pAs'iv) [L. passlvus , as prec.], a. 
Suffering, acted upon, not acting; inert, 
submissive, n. The passive voice, i.e., 
the form of a transitive verb representing 
the subject as the object of the action, 
passively, adv. passiv'ity, n. 
passover (pas'o*ver) [pass, -over], n. A 
Jewish feast commemorating the destruc¬ 
tion of the first-born of the Egyptians and 
the “ parsing over ” of the Israelites by 
the destroying angel (Exod. xii.). 
passport (pas'port) [PASS, port (1)], n. 
An official document authorizing a person 
to proceed to and travel in a foreign 
country; (fig.) anything ensuring admis¬ 
sion (to society, etc.), 
past (past) [p.p. of PASS], a. Gone by; 
just elapsed; (Gram.) denoting action or 
state belonging to the past. n. Past 
times; one’s past career; a history of 
this, esp. a disreputable one. adv. So 
as to go by. prep. Beyond in time or 
place; after; beyond the range of. past- 
master, n. A thorough master (of a 
subject, etc.). 

paste (past) [O.P. pasta ], n. A mixture 
of flour and water, etc., used for making 
pastry and adhesive purposes; a relish 
of pounded fish, etc.; any doughy or 
plastic mixture; a composition for making 
imitation gems. v.t. To fasten with 
paste; to stick (up) with paste, paste¬ 
board, n. A board made of sheets of 
paper pasted together, 
pastel (pas'tGl) [F.], n. A coloured crayon; 

a picture drawn with these, 
pastern (pAs'tern) [O.F. pasturon , from 
pasture , a shackle], n. The part of a 
horse’s leg between the fetlock and the hoof, 
pastille (pas-tel') [F.], n. A roll or pellet 
of aromatic paste for burning as a disin¬ 
fectant; an aromatic lozenge, 
pastime (pas'tim) [pass, time], n. That 
which serves to make time pass agreeably; 
a game. 

pastor (pas'tor) [L. pastor, from pascere, 
to feed], n. A minister having charge of a 
church and congregation, pastoral, a. 
Pertaining to shepherds; treating of 
country life (of romances, etc.); rural, 
rustic; relating to the duties of a pastor, 
n. A poem, romance, picture, etc., 
descriptive of rural life and manners, 
pas'torate, n. Office or jurisdiction of a 
pastor; pastors collectively, 
pastry (pAs'tri) [paste, -ry], n. Articles 
of food made with a crust of baked flour- 
paste. 

pasture (pas'tur) [O.F. as PASTOR], n. 
Ground fit for the grazing of cattle; grass 
for grazing, v.t. To put (cattle, etc.) 
on land to graze; to feed (on grass-land). 
v.i. To graze, pasturage, n. 
pasty (pis'ti) [PASTE, -Y], a. Of or like 
paste, n. (pas'ti) A small pie, usu. of 
meat, baked without a dish, 
pat (pAt) [?], n. A light quick blow with 
the hand, a tap; a small mass (of butter, 
etc.) moulded by patting; the sound of a 
light blow. v. To strike gently and 


quickly; to tap. o. Exactly suitable: 
opportune, apposite, adv. Aptly, 
patch (pSch) [?], n. A piece put on to 
mend anything; a piece of court-plaster 
worn on the face by women in the 17th and 
18th cents, as adornment; a differently 
coloured part of a surface; a plot of 
ground, v.t. To put a patch on; to 
mend with a patch, to mend clumsily, 
patchwork, n. Work composed of pieces 
of different colours, sizes, etc. patcher, 
n. patchy, a. 

pate (pat) [?], n. The top of the head, 
patella (pa-tel'a) [L., dim. of patina , 
paten], n. The knee-cap. 
paten (p&t'6n) [L. patina ], n. A shallow 
dish for receiving the eucharistic bread, 
patent (pfit'ent, pa'tent) [L. patens , 

-tentem , lying open], a. Open to the 
perusal of all, obvious; protected or 
conferred by letters patent; spreading, n. 
A grant from the Crown by letters patent 
of a title of nobility, or of the exclusive 
right to make or sell a new invention; 
an invention so protected, v.t. To secure 
by patent, patent rolls : The register 
of patents granted by the Crown since 
1617. letters patent : An open docu¬ 
ment from the Crown conferring a title, 
right, privilege, etc. patentee', n. A 
holder of a patent, patently, adv. 
paterfamilias (pA-ter-fa-mil'i-as) [L. pater, 
father, FAMILY], n. The head or father of 
a family or household, 
paternal (pA-ter'nal) [L. patemus, fatherly], 
a. Pertaining to a father; fatherly; re¬ 
lated through the father, paternally, 
adv. paternity, a. Fatherhood; an¬ 
cestry on the male side, 
paternoster (p&t-er-nos'ter) [L., our 
Father], n. The Lord’s Prayer, esp. in 
Latin; every eleventh bead of a rosary; 
hence, a rosary; a fishing-line with a 
weight at the end and short lines with 
hooks at intervals. 

path (path) [A.-S. pcetli], n. A footway; 
a track; (fig.) course of life, action, etc. 

pathway, n. 

Pathan (pa-tan') [native], n. An Afghan 
belonging to independent tribes on the 
N.W. frontier of India, 
pathetic (pa-thet'ik) [Gr. pathHxkos , as 
pathos], a. Affecting the feelings, esp. 
those of pity and sorrow, n. That which 
is pathetic; (pi.) the display of pathos; 
the study of pathetic emotions, pathetic¬ 
ally, adv. 

patho- [Gr. PATHOS], comb. form, patho¬ 
genesis (p&th-d-jen'6-sis) [genesis], n. 
The origin and development of disease, 
pathol'ogy, n. The science of diseases, 
esp. of the body, pathol'ogist, n. 
pathos (p&'thos) [Gr., suffering], n. A 
quality or element in events or expression 
that excites emotion, esp. pity or sorrow, 
-pathy [Gr. -patheia, as prec.], suf. Feel¬ 
ing; treatment of disease, as in homoeo¬ 
pathy, sympathy. 

patience (pa'sh6ns) [L. patientia, from 
pati, to suffer], n. The quality of being 
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patient; calm endurance of pain or evil, 
fortitude; a card-game for one person, 
patient, a. Capable of bearing pain, 
suffering, etc., without fretfulness; not 
easily provoked; persevering, n. One 
who suffers; one under medical treat¬ 
ment. patiently, adv. 
patois (pat'wa) [F.], n. A dialect spoken 
by the illiterate people of a district, 
patriarch (pa'tri-ark) [Gr. patria, family, 
archein , to rule], n. The head of a tribe 
ruling by paternal right; (22.-C. CA.) a 
bishop of the highest rank; a venerable 
old man; the oldest living person (in an 
assembly, order, etc.), patriar'chal, a. 
patriarchate, n. patriarchy, n. A pa¬ 
triarchal system of government, 
patrician (pa-trish'an) [L. patricius, from 
patres y senators], a. Noble, aristocratic. 
n. A member oi the Roman aristocracy; 
a chief magistrate of a Roman province; 
a noble, a member of the highest class of 
society. 

patrimony (p3.t'-ri-m6-ni) [L. patri- 

mOnium ], n. An estate or right inherited 
from one’s father; a church estate or 
endowment, patrimonial (-mo'ni-al), a. 
patriot (pa'tri-dt) [Gr. patrios , of one’s 
fathers], n. One who loves his* country 
and is devoted to its interests and inde¬ 
pendence. patriotic (-ot'ik), a. patriot¬ 
ism, n. 

patristic (pa-tris'tik) [L. pater , father], a. 
Pertaining to the ancient Fathers of the 
Church. 

patrol (pA-trol') [F. patroniller, to dabble 
in the mud], v.t. To go the rounds of a 
camp, etc. v.i. To go round, n. The 
perambulation of a camp, town, etc., 
for security; the detachment of soldiers, 
police, firemen, etc., doing this; troops 
sent out + o reconnoitre, 
patron (pa'trdn) [L. patrdnus, from pater , 
father], n. One who supports or protects 
a person, cause, etc.; one who holds the 
gift of a benefice; a regular customer (at 
a shop), patronage (p&tTd-naj), n. 
Support, fostering encouragement, pro¬ 
tection ; right of presentation to a benefice 
or office; act of patronizing; support 
by customers (of a shop, etc.), pat'ron- 
ize, v.t. 

patronymic (pat-ro-niin'ik) [Gr. pater 
patros, father, onorna, name], a. Derived 
from a father, n. A name so derived; 
a family name. 

patten (p&t'en) [F. patin ], n. A mounted 
clog or overshoe. 

patter (1) (pat'6r) [freq. of PAT], v.i. To 
strike, with a quick succession of sharp 
sounds; to move with short quick steps. 
n. A quick succession of sharp, light 
sounds or taps. 

patter (2) [from paternoster], v.t. To 
say (one’s prayers) in a mechanical, sing¬ 
song way. v.i. To talk glibly, n. The 
patois or slang of a particular class, etc. 
pattern (pat'Srn) [as PATRON], n. A 
model serving as a guide; a sample or 
specimen; a decorative design for a 


carpet, wall-paper, etc.; hence type, 
style, v.t. To copy, to model (after); 
to decorate with a pattern, 
patty (p&t'i) [F. pdti], n. A little pie. 
paucity (paw'si-ti) [L. paucus , few], n. 
Fewness. 

Pauline (paw'ffn), a. Of or pertaining to 
St. Paul or his writings, 
paunch (pawnch) [L. pantex , -ticeni], n. 
The belly; the first and largest stomach 
in ruminants, paunchy, o. 
pauper (paw'per) [L., poor], n. One 
without means of support, a destitute 
person, pauperism, n. pauperize, v.t. 
To reduce to pauperism, 
pause (pawz) [Gr. pausis , from pauein , to 
cease], n. A temporary cessation of 
action, speaking, etc.; a break for the 
sake of emphasis; ( Mus .) a mark "T or 
w over a note, etc., indicating that it is 
to be prolonged, v.i. To make a short 
stop; to wait. 

pave (pav) [L. pavlre , to ram], v.t. To 
make a surface upon, with stone, bricks, 
etc.; to cover with a pavement, pave'* 
ment, n. A hard level covering of stones, 
bricks, wood-blocks, etc.; a paved foot¬ 
way at the side of a street, paviour, n. 
One who lays pavements; a rammer for 
driving paving-stones. paving, n. 
paving-stone, n. 

pavilion (pa-vil'ydn) [F. pavilion ], n. 
A large tent of conical shape; a tem¬ 
porary structure for shelter, etc.; a 
building for spectators and players on a 
cricket-ground, etc. 

paw (paw) [O.F. powe], n. The foot of a 
quadruped having claws, as dist. from a 
hoof. v.t. To scrape or strike with the 
forefoot; to handle roughly or clumsily, 
pawky (paw'ki) [Sc. and North.], a. 
Shrewd; humorous, arch, pawkily, adv. 
pawl (pawl) [?], n. A hinged lever en¬ 
gaging with the teeth of a wheel to prevent 
it from running back; a bar for preventing 
the recoil of a windlass, 
pawn (1) (pawn) [O.F. paon, med. L. 
pedo, -ddnem, foot-soldier], n. A piece 
of the lowest value in chess, 
pawn (2) [O.F. pan, prob. from Teut.], n. 
A security for a debt or loan, a pledge; 
the state of being held as a pledge, v.t. 
To deliver or deposit as a pledge for 
repayment or for the performance of a 
promise, pawnbroker, n. One who 
lends money on the security of goods 
pawned, pawnshop, n. The place where 
thi3 is carried on. 

pay (1) (p5) [O.F. paier , L. pac&re , to ap¬ 
pease], v.t. {p. and p.p. paid) To hand 
over what is due in discharge of a debt 
or for services or goods; to discharge (a 
bill, obligation, etc.); to defray the cost of; 
to expend (away); to compensate; to 
render (a compliment, visit, etc.), v.i. 
To make payment; to discharge a debt; 
to be remunerative, n. Payment, com¬ 
pensation; wages, paymaster, n. One 
who regularly pays wages, etc. payable, 
a. payee (pa-e'), n. payment, n. 
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pay (2) [O.North.F. peter, L. picdre, from 
pix picis, pitch], v.t. ( p. and p.p. payed) 
To coat or fill with hot pitch for water¬ 
proofing. 

*paynim (pS'nim) [as PAGAN], n. A 
pagan, a heathen; a Mohammedan, 
pea (pe) [PEA3E], n. A leguminous plant, 
the seeds of which are used for food, 
pea-pod, n. The pericarp of the pea. 
peace (pes) [L. pax], n. A state of 
quiet; absence of civil disturbance; 
freedom from or cessation of war; a 
treaty reconciling two nations; a state 
of friendliness; calmness of mind, peace¬ 
maker, n. One who reconciles differ¬ 
ences. peace-offering, n. A token of 
thanksgiving, etc.; a gift to procure peace 
or reconciliation, peaceable, a. Peace¬ 
ful, quiet; disposed to peace, peace¬ 
ably, adv. peaceful, a. In a state of 
peace; free from noise or disturbance; 
pacific, mild, peacefulness, n. 
peach (1) (pech) [L. persicum , Persian 
(apple)], n. A fleshy, downy fruit, the 
tree bearing it. 

peach (2) [as impeach], v.i. To turn 
informer against an accomplice, 
peacock (pe'kok) [A.-S. pea, pawe, L. pdvo, 
COCK (1)], n. The male of the peafowl, 
a bird with gorgeous plumage and long 
tail expanding like a fan; (Jig.) a vain¬ 
glorious person. peafowl, n. peahen, n. 
pea-jacket (pe'j&k-St) [Dut.], n. A coarse, 
thick, loose, overcoat worn by seamen, 
etc. 

peak (1) (pek) [pike (1)], n. A sharp top, 
esp. of a mountain; the projecting brim 
of a cap; the upper after corner of a sail 
extended by a gaff; the upper end of a 
gaff, peaked, a. 

peak (2) [?], v.i. To look sickly; to pine 
away, peaky, a. 

peal (pel) [appeal], n. A prolonged or 
resounding noise, as of thunder, bells, 
etc.; a set of bells tuned to each other; 
a series of changes rung on these, v.i. 
To sound a peal. 

pear (par) [A.-S. pert], n. The fleshy 
fruit of the pear-tree. 

pearl (pgrl; [F. perle ], n. A smooth, 
whitish iridescent concretion, found in 
the oyster and other bivalves, prized as a 
gem; something round and clear and 
resembling a pearl; the finest specimen 
of its kind; a small size of type [as this]. 
a. Pertaining to or made of pearls or 
mother-of-pearl, v.t. To set with pearls; 
to sprinkle with pearly drops; to strip 
barley into pearly grains, v.i. To fish 
for pearls, pearly, a. pearling, n. 
The process of removing the outer coat 
of barley, etc. 

peasant * (pez'dnt) [O.F. paisant, as 
pagan], n. A countryman; a rustic 
labourer, a. Rustic, rural, peasantry, 
n. Peasants collectively, 
pease (pez) [A.-S. pise, L. pisum, Gr. 
pison], v. (pi. or collect, sing.) Peas, 
peasecod, n. A pea-pod. 
peat (pet) [M.E. pete], n. Decayed and 


partly carbonized vegetable-matter found 
in boggy places and used as fuel, peaty, a. 
pebble (pebl) [A.-S. papol], n. A small 
stone rounded by the action of water; 
an agate; rock-crystal used for spectacles, 
etc. pebbled, pebbly, a. 
peccadillo (pek-a-dil'6) [Sp., dim. of 
pecado, as prec.], «. (pi. -does) A 
slight fault or offence. 

peccant (pek'ant) [L. peccans , - antem, 
sinning], a. Sinful; informal, wrong, 
peccary (pek'a-ri) [Carib. pakira], n. A 
small American hog-like mammal, 
peck (1) (pek) [O.F. pek], n. A measure 
of capacity, two gallons; a vessel used for 
measuring this. 

peck (2) [PICK (1)], v.t. To strike with a 
beak or a pointed instrument; to pick 
up with the beak; (colloq.) to eat. v.i „ 
To aim w r ith a beak or pointed im¬ 
plement. n. A sharp stroke with 
or as with a beak; a mark made by 
this. 

pectoral (pek'to-ral) [L. pectus, - toris , 
breast], a. Pertaining to or for the 
breast, n. A pectoral fin. 
peculate (pek'u-lat) [L. pecUldrl, as foil.], 
v.t. To appropriate money, etc., en¬ 
trusted to one’s care, peculation, n. 
pec ulator, n. 

peculiar (p6-ku'li-ar) [L. peculiaris, from 
peculium, private property], a. Belong¬ 
ing particularly and exclusively (to); 
one’s own; particular, special; singular, 
odd. peculiarity, n. The quality of 
being peculiar; a characteristic, peculi¬ 
arly, adv. 

pecuniary (p6-ku'ni-&-ri) [L. peednia, 

money], a. Relating to or consisting of 
money, pecuniarily, adv. 
pedagogue (ped'a-gog) [Gr. pais paidos, 
boy, agein, to lead], n. A schoolmaster 
(usu. implying pedantry), pedagogic, 
-al, a. 

pedal (ped'al) [L. pes pedis, foot], n. A 
lever acted on by the foot. v.t. To work 
(a bicycle, sewing-machine, etc.) by 
' pedals; to play on (an organ) by pedals. 
v.i. To play an organ or work a bicycle, 
etc., by pedals. 

pedant (ped'ant) [It. pedante , a school¬ 
master], n. One who makes a show of 
learning, or lays undue stress on formulas; 
one with more book-learning than practical 
experience or common sense, pedan'tic, 
a. pedantically, adv. ped'antry, n. 
peddle (pedl) [?], v.i. To travel about 
selling small wares; to busy oneself 
about trifles, v.t. To hawk; to retail, 
peddling, a. Trifling, insignificant, 
pedestal (ped'&s-tal) [It. piedestallo], n. 

A base for a column, statue, etc. 
pedestrian (p6-des'tri-an) [L. pes pedis , 
foot], a. Going or performed on foot; 
pertaining to walking; dull, common¬ 
place. n. One who journeys or races on 
foot, pedestrianism, n. 
pedigree (ped'i-gre) [F. pii de grue (L. 
pes pedis, foot, de, of, grue, L. grtts- 
crane)], n. Genealogy, lineage; a genea- 
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logical table or tree. o. Pure-bred, 
having a known ancestry (of cattle, dogs, 
etc.). 

pediment (ped'i-mint) [perh. corr. of 
PYRAMID], n. The triangular part sur¬ 
mounting a portico, in buildings in Grecian 
style; similar decoration over doorways 
windows, etc. 

pedlar (ped'lar) [?], n. A travelling 
hawker of small wares, usu. carried in a 
pack. 

peel (1) (pSl) [F. piller, to rob], v.t. To strip 
the skin, bark, or rind off; to pillage. 
v.i. To lose the skin or rind, to become 
bare. n. Skin or rind, 
peel (2) (pel) [O.F. pel, a palisade, as 
pale (1)], n. A. square fortified tower, 
peep (pep) [?], v.i. To look through a 
crevice; to look slyly or furtively; to 
appear cautiously, to come gradually 
into view. n. A furtive look, hasty 
glance, glimpse. 

peer (1) (per) [L. par, equal], n. An equal 
in any respect; a noble, esp. a member of 
an hereditary legislative body (in Gt. 
Brit, comprising dukes, marquesses, earls, 
viscounts, and barons), peerage, n. 
The rank of peer; the body of peers; a 
book containing particulars of the nobility, 
peeress, n. peerless, a. Without an 
equal. 

peer (2) [?], v.i. To peep, to pry (at, 
etc.); to appear, come into sight, 
peevish (pe'vish) [?], a. Fretful, petu¬ 
lant; expressing discontent, 
peg (peg) [M.E. pegge], n. A pin or bolt 
for holding parts of a structure or fasten¬ 
ing articles together, hanging things on, 
marking, etc.; a step, degree; an occasion, 
pretext, or topic for discourse, etc. v.t. 
To fix or fasten with a peg. 
peignoir (p&'nwar) [F.], n. A loose robe 
worn by women during the toilet. 
Pekinese (pe-kin-ez'), a. Of or pertain¬ 
ing to Pekin, cap. of China, n. A small 
rough-coated Chinese dog. 
pekoe (pek'o) [Chin, pek, white, ho, down], 
n. A fine black tea. 

pelagian, pelagic (p^-lSj'ik) [Gr. pelagos, 
sea], a. Inhabiting the deep sea. n. A 
pelagian animal. 

pelargonium (pel-ar-go'ni-um) [Gr. pelar- 
gos, stork], n. A genus of ornamental 
plants, the geraniums, 
pelf (pelf) [?], n. Money, wealth (in 
contempt). 

pelican (pel'i-kan) [Gr. pelekan ], n. A 
large fish-eating water-fowl with an 
enormous pouch beneath the mandibles 
for storing fish when caught, 
pelisse (p6-l€s') [L. pellicius, of skin], n. 
A woman’s long cloak; an outer garment 
for children. 

pellet (pel'6t) [L. pila, ball], n. A little 
ball, esp. of something easily moulded; 
a small pill; a small shot, 
pell-mell (pel-mel) [F. pile-mile'], adv. 
In a confused manner, anyhow, a. Dis¬ 
orderly, promiscuous. 

pellucid (pAlu'sid) [L. pellucidus (lUcere , 


to shine)], a. Limpid, transparent; clear 
in thought or style. 

pelt (1) (pelt) [O.F. pel, skin], n. A hide 
with the hair on, esp. of a sheep or goat; 
undressed fur; a raw skin, peltry, n. 
Furs in general. 

pelt (2) [/], v.t. To assail by throwing 
missiles, v.i. To throw missiles; to 
keep on throwing, firing, etc. (at); to 
beat heavily (of rain), 
pelvis (pel'vis) [L., basin], n. The lower 
portion of the great abdominal cavity; 
its bony walls. 

pemmican (pem'i-k&n) [Cree pimikan], n. 
Dried meat pounded, mixed with melted 
fat and pressed into cakes, 
pen (1) (pen) [A.-S.], n. A small enclosure 
for cattle, poultry, etc. v.t. To enclose, 
confine. 

pen (2) [O.F. penne, L. penna , feather], n. 
A quill; an instrument for writing with 
ink; style of writing, v.t. To write, to 
compose and write, penmanship, n. 
The art of writing; style of writing, pen- 
name, n. A literary pseudonym, 
penal (pe'nAl) [L. poena, penalty], a. 
Pertaining to punishment; punishable, 
esp. by law. penalize, v.t. To make or 
declare penal; (Sport) to subject to a 
penalty or handicap; (Jig.) to put under 
an unfair disadvantage, 
penalty (pen'al-ti) [as prec.], n. Legal 
punishment; a sum to be forfeited for 
non-performance or breach of conditions; 
a fine, a forfeit; (Sport) a handicap, 
penance (pen'Ans) [as penitence], n. 
Sorrow for sin evinced by voluntary 
suffering; an act of self-mortification 
undertaken as a satisfaction for sin, esp. 
one imposed by a priest. 

Penates (pe-na'tez) [L.j, n.pl. The Homan 
household gods. 

penchant (pan-sha/i') [F.], n. A strong 
inclination or liking; a bias, 
pencil (pen'sil) [O.F. pincel, L. peniculas, 
brush], n. A small brush used by 
painters; a slip of graphite, crayon, etc., 
usu. enclosed in a casing of wood; (Opt.) 
a system of rays diverging from or con¬ 
verging to a point, v.t. To paint, draw, 
write, or mark with a pencil, 
pendant (pen'dant) [F.], n. Anything 
hanging down or suspended, an ear¬ 
ring, a locket, a tassel, etc.; a hanging 
chandelier, etc.; a tapering flag or pen¬ 
nant ; a companion-piece, counterpart, 
pen'dent, o. Hanging; overhanging; 
(fig.) pending, pending, a. Depending, 
awaiting settlement, undecided, prep. 
During. 

pendulous (pen'du-lhs) [L. pendulus, 
hanging], a. Hanging, suspended; swing¬ 
ing. 

pendulum (pen'du-lum) [L., as prec.], n. 
A body suspended from a fixed point and 
oscillating freely by the force of gravity, 
penetrate (pen'6-trat) [L. penetrdre ], v.t. 
To enter, to pierce; to permeate; to 
imbue (wdth); to affect the feelings of; 
(fig.) to discern by the intellect, v.i. 
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To make way, to pass (into, etc.), pene¬ 
trable, a. penetrating, o. Piercing; 
subtle, discerning, penetration, n. 
penguin (pen'gwin) [?], n. A swimming 
bird of the southern hemisphere, with 
rudimentary wings and scale-like feathers, 
peninsula (pG-nin'su-lA) [L. pcene , almost, 
insula , island], n. A piece of land almost 
surrounded by water, peninsular, a. 
Pertaining to a peninsula, 
penitent (pen'i-t6nt) [O.F., from L., rel. 
to punxre , to punish], a. Contrite, sorry, 
n. One who is penitent; one submitting 
to penance under a confessor, penitence, 
n. penitential, a. pen'itently, adv. 
penitentiary, a. Penitential; pertain¬ 
ing to the reformatory treatment of 
criminals, n. A reformatory prison, a 
house of correction. 

pennant (pen'ant) [conf. of PENNON and 
PENDANT], n. A pennon; a long narrow 
streamer borne at a mast-head, a pendant, 
penniless (pen'i-les) [penny, -LESS], a. 

Without money; destitute, 
pennon (pen'on) [O.F. penon ], n. A small 
pointed or swallow-tailed flag, formerly 
borne as the ensign of a regiment of 
lancers; a long streamer carried by a ship, 
penny (pen'i) [A.-S. pening], n. (pi. 
pennies, denoting coins; pence, de¬ 
noting amount) A bronze coin, the 12th 
part of a shilling; ( Bibl .) a denarius, 
pennyweight, n. Twenty-four grains or 
one-twentieth of an ounce troy, penny¬ 
wise, o. Saving small sums "at the risk 
of larger ones. 

pensile (pen'sil, -sil) [L. pensus , hanged], 
a. Hanging, pendulous, 
pension (pen'shun) [L. pensio , payment], 
n. A periodical allowance for past 
services, to secure services when required, 
or to literary men, scientists, etc., to 
enable them to carry on their work; 
(pan-syon') a boarding-house or boarding- 
school, esp. on the Continent, v.t. To 
grant or pay a pension to. pensionary, 
a. and n. pensioner, n. 
pensive (pen'siv) [F. pensif, from penser, 
to think], a. Thoughtful; serious, anxious; 
expressing sad thoughtfulness, 
pent (pent) [pen (1)], o. Penned in, 
confined. 

pent-, penta- [Or. pente , five], comb. 

form. 

pentagon (pen't£-g6n) [penta-, Or. gOnia, 
angle], n. A plane figure having five 
sides and five angles, pentag'onal, a. 
pentahe dron [Or. hedra , base], n. A 
figure having five sides, esp. equal sides, 
pentahedral, a. pentameter [penta-, 
metre], n. A verse of five feet; the 
iambic verse of ten syllables. 

Pentateuch (pen'tA-tuk) [penta-, Or. 
teuchos , book], n. The first five books 
of the Old Testament, usu. ascribed to 
Moses. 

Pentecost (pente-kost) [Gr. pentikoste, 
fiftieth (day)], n. A solemn Jewish festival 
held on the fiftieth day from the second 
day of the Passover; * Whitsunday. 


penthouse (pent'hous) [M.E. pentice], n. 
A roof or shed standing aslope against 
a building. 

penult (pe-nfilt') [L. pcene , almost, ultimus , 
last], n. The last syllable but one of a 
word, penultimate, o. and n. 
penumbra (p6-num'bra) [L. pcene , almost, 
umbra , shadow], n. The partly shaded 
zone around the total shadow caused 
by an opaque body intercepting light, 
penury (pen'u-ri) [L. penuria ], n. Extreme 
poverty, destitution, penur'ious, o. Nig¬ 
gardly, stingy; scanty, 
peon (pe'on) [Sp., from L. pedo, -d0ni$ s 
foot-soldier], n. (India) A native con¬ 
stable; (Mexico) a labourer, 
peony (pe'6-ni) [A.-S. peonie, Gr. PaiOn, god 
of healing], n. A plant with large globular 
terminal flowers. 

people (pepl) [L. populus], n. The persons 
composing a nation, community^, or race; 
(pi. peoples) any body of persons; 
persons generally; one’s family or tribe; 
retinue, workpeople, etc. v.t. To stock 
with inhabitants, to populate; to inhabit, 
the people : The populace, as dist. from 
the higher orders. 

pepper (pep'6r) [A.-S. pipor, of Oriental 
orig.], r». A pungent aromatic condiment 
made from the dried berries of the pepper- 
plant; applied also to plants of the genus 
Capsicum, v.t. To season with pepper; 
to besprinkle; (fig.) to season with pungent 
remarks; to pelt, to beat severely, 
pepper-and-salt, n. A cloth of black 
and white having a speckled appearance, 
pepper-corn, n. The dried berry of the 
pepper-tree, esp. as a nominal rent, 
peppermint, n. A pungent aromatic 
herb; an essential oil distilled from this; 
a lozenge flavoured with it. peppery, a. 
Having the qualities of pepper; (fig.) 
choleric, hot-tempered, 
pepsin (pep'sin) [Gr. pepsis , digestion], 
n. A ferment in gastric juice, the chief 
agent in digestion, peptic, a. Promoting 
or pertaining to digestion; having good 
digestive powers. 

per (p5r) [L.], prep. By; through, by 
means of. per annum: Yearly; by 
the year, per cent. : By the hundred, 
per- [prec.], pref. Through, completely; 

very, exceedingly, to the extreme, 
peradventure (per-ad-ven'tur) [O.F. pat 
aventure\ adv. Perhaps, perchance, 
perambulate (per-am'bu-l&t) [PER-, L. 
ambulare , to walk], v.t. To walk over or 
through; to survey, perambula'tion, 
n. peram'bulator, n. A child’s car¬ 
riage propelled from behind, 
perceive (pgr-sSv') [O.F. perceirre], v.t. 
To apprehend, discern, understand; to 
have cognizance of by the senses, per¬ 
ceivable, a. 

percentage (per-sen'taj) [per, cent, -age], 
n. Rate or proportion for each hundred, 
percept (per'sept) [L. percipere, as PER¬ 
CEIVE], n. That which is perceived, the 
mental product of perception, per¬ 
ceptible, a. That may be perceived by 
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the senses or intellect, perceptibility, 
n. percep'tibly, adv. percep tion, n. 

Act, process, or faculty of perceiving; 
intuitive apprehension, insight, percep¬ 
tive, a. Having the faculty of perceiving, 
perch (1) (perch) [L. perca], n. A striped 
spiny-finned freshwater fish, 
perch (2) [L. pertica, pole], n. A bar, 
twig, etc., used as a roost by birds; an 
elevated position; a land measure of 5£ 
yards, v.i. To alight or rest on or as 
on a perch, v.t. To place on a perch, 
perchance (p6r-chans') [O.F. par chance ], 
adv. Perhaps, by chance, 
percipient (p6r-sip'i-6nt) [L. percipiens, 
perceiving], a. Perceiving, apprehending, 
conscious. 

percolate (per'ko-lSLt) [L. percolare (PER-, 
colum , strainer)], v.i. To pass through 
small interstices, to filter (through). 
v.t. To ooze through, percola'tion, n. 
per'colator, n. One who or that which 
strains or filters. 

percuss (per-kus') [L. percussus , p.p. of 
percutere ], v.t. To strike quickly or tap 
forcibly, esp. to test or diagnose, 
percussion (p6r-kush'on) [as prec.], n. 

Collision; the shock or sound of collision, 
perdition (per-dish'un) [L. perdere , to 
destroy], n. Utter destruction, esp. 
in a future state; damnation. 
perdu (per'du) [F., lost, as prec.], a. (Jem. 
perdue ) Hidden, concealed; in ambush, 
perdurable (p6r-dur'abl) [PER-, durable], 
a. Very lasting, or durable; permanent, 
peregrination (per-6-gri-na'shun) [L. pere- 
grinus, foreign], n. A travelling about; a 
sojourning in foreign countries, peregrine. 
a. Migratory, travelling abroad, n. A 
peregrine falcon, a widely distributed 
species used for hawking, 
peremptory (per'emp-tor-i) [L. peremp- 
tdrius, destructive], a. Precluding ques¬ 
tion; absolute, decisive; imperious, dog¬ 
matic, dictatorial; determinate, peremp¬ 
torily, adv. 

perennial (p6-ren'i-&l) [per-, L. annus, 
year], a. Lasting throughout the year; 
iasting long, never ceasing; (of plants) 
living for more than two years, n. A 
perennial plant. 

perfect (pSr'fekt) [L. perfectus ], a. Com¬ 
plete in all its parts, qualities, etc., without 
defect; thoroughly versed, trained, skilled, 
etc.; of the best and most complete kind; 
entire, unqualified; (Gram.) expressing 
action completed, v.t. To finish or 
complete, to bring to perfection, per¬ 
fectible, a. perfection, n. Act of 
making or state of being perfect; supreme 
excellence; complete development; the 
highest degree, the extreme (of), per¬ 
fectly, adv. 

perfervid (p6r-fer'vid) [PER-, FERVID], a. 
Very fervid. 

perfidy (per'fi-di) [L. perfidus, treacherous], 
n. Violation of faith, allegiance, or con¬ 
fidence. perfidious, a. Treacherous, 
faithless, perfldiousness, n. 
perforate (per'fo-rat) [L. perfordtuSy bored 


through (PER-, fordre , to bore)], v.t. To 

pierce; to make a hole through by boring. 
v.i. To penetrate (into or through), per¬ 
foration, n. perforator, n. 
perforce (p6r-fors') [O.F. par force , by 
force], adv. Of necessity; compulsorily, 
perform (p6r-form') [PER-, F. former , to 
form], v.t. To execute, accomplish; to 
fulfil; to represent, as on the stage; to 
render (music, etc.), v.t. To act a part; 
to play an instrument, etc. performance, 
n. performer, n. 

perfume (p6r-fum') [PER-, L. fvLmare , to 
smoke], v.t. To fill with a scent, n. 
(pgr'fum) A substance emitting a sweet 
odour; fragrance, scent; fumes of some¬ 
thing burning, perfu'mer, n. per¬ 
fumery, n. 

perfunctory (p6r-funk't6-ri) [PER-, L. 
functus, performed], a. Done in a half¬ 
hearted manner; careless, superficial, per¬ 
functorily, adv. 

pergola (per'go-la) [It., from L. pergula , 
projecting roof], n. A covered walk with 
climbing plants trained over posts, etc. 
perhaps (per-h&ps') [PER, HAP], adv. It 
may be, by chance, possibly, 
peri (per'i) [Pers. part ], n. A descendant 
of fallen angels, excluded from paradise 
till some penance is accomplished; a 
beautiful being, a fairy, 
peri- [Gr., around, about], pref. perianth 
(per'i-inth) [Gr. anthos, flower], «. A 
floral envelope. pericar'dium [Gr. 
kardia, heart], n. The membrane envelop¬ 
ing the heart, pericarp [Gr. karpos , 
fruit], n. The seed-vessel or wall of the 
developed ovary of a plant, pericra'nium, 
n. The membrane investing the skull, 
peridot (per'i-dot) [F.], n. A yellowish- 
green chrysolite; olivine, 
perigee (per'i-je) [peri-, Gr. gg, earth], n. 
The point in the orbit of the moon or of 
a planet nearest the earth, 
perihelion (per-i-he'li-6n) [PERI-, Gr. 
helion, sun], n. The part of the orbit 
of a planet, comet, etc., nearest the sun. 
peril (peril) [O.F. p&ril, L. perlculurri], n. 
Danger, risk; exposure to injury or loss. 
v.t. To risk, to endanger, perilous, a. 
perilously, adv. 

perimeter (p6-rim'6-t6r) [PERI-, -meter], rt. 
The bounding line of a plane figure; 
its length; circumference, 
period (per'i-6d) [PERI-, Gr. hodos t way], 
n. A portion of time marked off by some 
recurring event, esp. an astronomical 
phenomenon, as the revolution of a planet 
round the sun; any specified or indefinite 
portion of time, an age, era, cycle; length 
of duration; a complete sentence; a full 
stop (.); an end, a limit, periodic, o. 
periodical, o. Appearing at regular 
intervals, n. A magazine or other pub¬ 
lication published at regular intervals, 
periodicity, n. 

peripatetic (per-i-pa-tet'ik) [PERI-, Gr. 
patein, to walk], a. Walking about, 
itinerant; pertaining to the philosophy 
of Aristotle (who walked about whilst 
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teaching), n. One who walks about; 
a follower of Aristotle, 
periphery (p6-rif'6-ri) [peri-, Gr. pherein, 
to bear], n. The outer surface; the 
perimeter or circumference, 
periphrasis (p6-rif'ra-sis) [peri-, Gr. 
phrasis, a speech], n. Roundabout speak¬ 
ing or expression, circumlocution, peri¬ 
phrastic (-fr&s'tik), a. Circumlocutory, 
periscope (per'i-skop) [peri-, -scope], n. 
An ^apparatus enabling persons inside a 
submarine, trench, etc., to look about 
above the surface. 

perish (per'ish) [O.P. (PER-, L. Ire, to go)], 
v.i. To be destroyed, to come to naught: 
to decay; to lose life or vitality; to be 
lost eternally, perishable, a. Subject 
to rapid decay, n.pl. Food-stuffs, etc., 
liable to rapid deterioration, perish¬ 
ability, n. 

peristyle (per'i-stil) [peri-, Gr. stulos, 
pillar], n. (Arch.) A row of columns 
about a building, court, etc.; a court, etc., 
with a colonnade around it. 
peritoneum (per-i-to-ne'um) [PERI-, Gr. 
teinein, to stretch], n. A serous membrane 
lining the abdominal cavity and enveloping 
all the abdominal viscera, peritoni'tis, n. 
Inflammation of the peritoneum, 
periwig (perl-wig) [PERUKE], n. A 
peruke, wig. 

periwinkle (1) (per'i-winkl) [A.-S. pine- 
wincle, wine-wincle ], n. A small univalve 
mollusc. 

periwinkle (2) [A.-S. perwince, L. per- 
vinca ], n. A trailing shrub with blue or 
white flowers. 

perjure (per'jur) [PER-, L. jur&re , to swear], 
v.t. To forswear (oneself), perjured, a. 
Forsworn, perjurer, n. perjury, n. 
Act of swearing falsely, the violating of an 
oath. 

perk (pSrk) [?], v.i. To make smart or 
trim; to hold or prick up; to thrust 
(oneself) forward, v.i. To bear oneself 
saucily or jauntily, a. Pert, brisk, 
perky, a. perkily, adv. 
permanent (per'ma-nent) [PER-, L. manens, 
remaining], a. Lasting, remaining, or 
intended to remain in the same state* etc. 
permanence, -nency, n. permanently, 
adv . 

permeate (pSr'mAat) [PER-, L. medtus, 
passed], v.t. To pass through the pores 
or interstices of; to pervade, saturate. 
v.i. To be diffused (in, through, etc.), 
permeable, a. Yielding passage to 
fluids; penetrable, permeability, n. 
permeation, n. per'meative, a. 
permit (per-mit') [per-, L. miltere, to send], 
v.t. To allow by consent; to give per¬ 
mission, to authorize, v.i. To allow, 
admit (of), n. (per'mit) A permission 
or warrant, a written authority, permis'- 
sible, a. permission (-mish'un), n. 
The act of permitting; leave or licence 
given. permis'sive, a. Permitting, 
allowing; granting liberty, 
permutation (per-mu-ta'shun) [per-, L. 
mutdre , to change], n. (Math.) Change of 


the order of a series of quantities; each of 
the different arrangements, as regards 
order, that can be made in this; trans¬ 
mutation. 

pernicious (p6r-nish'us) [PER-, L. nex necis , 
death], a. Destructive, deadly, noxious, 
pernickety (p6r-nik'6-ti) [Sc.], a. Fas¬ 
tidious, over-particular; awkward to 
handle, ticklish. 

perorate (per'6-rat) [per-, L. drare, to 
speak], v.i. To deliver an oration, v.t . 
To declaim, peroration, n. The con¬ 
cluding part or winding up of an oration, 
peroxide (per-ok'sid) [per-, oxide], n. 
The oxide of a given base that contains the 
greatest quantity of oxygen, perox'idize, 
v.t. and t. 

perpend (p6r-pend') [per-, L. pendere, to 
weigh], v.t. To consider carefully, v.i. 
To take thought. 

perpendicular (p6r-p6n-dik'u-lari [L. per- 
pendiculum, a plummet, as prec.], a. At 
right angles to the plane of the horizon; 
upright, vertical; extremely steep (of a 
hill, etc.); (Geom.) at right angles to a 
given line or surface; applied to the style 
of pointed architecture in England suc¬ 
ceeding the Decorated, n. A perpen¬ 
dicular line; perpendicular attitude or 
condition; an instrument for determining 
the vertical. 

perpetrate (p5r'p6-tr5t) [per-, L. patrare, 
to effect], v.t. To perform, commit; to 
be guilty of. perpetration, n. perpe¬ 
trator, 71 . 

perpetual (p6r-pet'u-al) [L. perpetuus ], a. 
Eternal; always continuing, persistent* 
perpetually, adv. perpetuate, v.t. To 
make perpetual; to preserve from oblivion, 
perpetuation, n. perpetutty, n. The 
number of years’ purchase to be given 
for an annuity; endless duration, 
perplex (per-pleks') [per-, L. plexus , 
plaited], v.t. To puzzle, bewilder, make 
anxious; to confuse, to make difficult to 
understand; to entangle, perplexity, n. 
perquisite (per'kwi-zit) [L. perquisitum ], n. 
Emolument over and above regular wages; 
anything to which one has a prescriptive 
right after it has served its purpose; a tip. 
perry (per'i) [O.F. pert, from peire, pear], n. 
A termented liquor made from pears, 
persecute (per's6-kut) [PER-, L. secUtus , 
followed], v.t. To pursue in a hostile or 
malicious way; to afflict with suffering or 
loss of life, esp. for adherence to a creed; 
to harass, to importune, persecution, 
n. persecutor, n. 

persevere (per-s6-ver') [per-, L. sevtrus, 
severe], v.i. To persist in any under¬ 
taking or course, perseverance, n. 
Persistence in any design or undertaking; 
sedulous endeavour, perseveringly, adv. 
Persian (per'shan), a. Pertaining to 
Persia, its inhabitants, or language, n. 
A native of Persia; the Persian language; 
a Persian cat; a kind of thin silk, 
persiflage (par-si-flazh') [F.], n. Banter, 
raillery; frivolous treatment of any sub¬ 
ject. 
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persist (p6r-sist') [PER-, L. sistere, causal 
of stare , to stand], v.i. To continue stead¬ 
fast in the pursuit of any design; to remain,, 
to endure, persistence, -ency, n. per¬ 
sistent, a. _ 

person (pSr'sou) [O.F. persone , L. 
a mask, a personage], n. A human being, 
an individual; the living human body; 
one of the three individualities in the 
Godhead, Father, Son, or Holy Spirit; 
(Gram.) one of the three relations of the 
subject or object of a verb, in person . 

By oneself, not by deputy, personable- 
a. Handsome, attractive, personage, 
n. A person of rank, distinction, or 
importance; a character in a play, etc. 
personal, a. {Law) appertaining to the 
person (applied to all property except 
land)* {Gram.) denoting one of the three 
persons, personality, n Quality or 
*?tate of being a person; individual exist¬ 
ence; the sum of qualities, etc., that con¬ 
stitute individuality; a personage; {pi.) 
disparaging remarks, personally, adv 
In person; as regards oneself, person 
alty, n. {Law) Personal estate, mov 
able property, as distinguished from real 
property. , . — 

personate (per'sb-nAt) [as prec], v.t. To 
assume the character or act the part ot; 
to impersonate, persona'tion, n. 
personify (p6r-son'i-fi> [person, -ft], v.t. 
To regard or represent (an abstraction) 
as possessing tbe attributes of a living 
being; to embody, to typify, in ones 
own person, person!flca'tion, n. 
personnel (per-so-nel') [F.], n. The body 
of persons engaged in some service, esp. 
a public institution, military or naval 
enterprise, etc. 

perspective (p&r-spek'tiv) [L. perspectus, 
p.p. of perspicere (PER-, specere , to look)], 
n The art of representing solid objects 
on a plane exactly as they appear to the eye 
at a particular point; the apparent relation 
of visible objects; a representation of 
objects in perspective; a view, vista, 
prospect, a. Pertaining to perspective, 
{perspicacious (per-spi-ka'shus) [L. per- 
spicax ], a. Quick-sighted; discerning, 
perspicacity (-ka3'i-ti), n. 
perspicuous (per-spik'u-us) [as prec.], a. 
Free from obscurity or ambiguity, lucid, 
perspicuity, n. _ _ . 

perspire (per-splr') [per-, L. splrdre, to 
breathe], v.i. To sweat, v.t. To give 
out through the pores, to sweat, per- 
spira'tion, n. perspir atory,, 0 . 
persuade (p6r-swAd') [PER-, L. suadSre, 
to advise], v.t. To influence or convince 
by argument, advice, entreaty, etc.; to 
induce; to try to influence, etc. per- 
suasible, a. Capable of being persuaded, 
persuasion, n. Act of persuading; 
power to persuade; a settled conviction; 
a religious sect, persua'sive, a. Able or 
tending to persuade, n. That which per¬ 
suades, an inducement, persuasively, adv. 
pert (p5rt) [obs. apert ], a. Sprightly, 
lively; saucy, pertly, adv. 


pertain (p6r-tan') [PER-, L. tenure, to hold], 
v.i. To belong (to) as attribute, part, 
etc.; to relate or have reference (to), 
pertinacious (p6r-ti-na'shhs) [per-, TENA¬ 
CIOUS], a. Obstinate; stubborn, per¬ 
sistent. pertinacity (-nas'i-tij, n. 
pertinent (pSr'ti-nent) [as pertain], a. 
Related to the matter in hand; relevant, 
pertinence, -ency, n. 
perturb (per-terb') [PER-, L. turbare , to 
disturb], v.t. To disquiet, agitate; to 
throw iuto confusion, perturbation, n. 
perturber, n. 

peruke (pe-rook') [F. perruque\ % n. A 
periwig. , _ 

peruse (p6-rooz') [PER-, USE], v.t. To 
read, esp. with attention; to observe or 
examine carefully, perusal, n. 

Peruvian (p6-roo'vi-an), a. Pertaining 
to Peru. n. A native of Peru, 
pervade <p6r-vAd') [PER-, L. vddere , to go], 
v.t. To permeate, saturate; to be diffused 
throughout, perva'sion, a. pervasive, 


perverse (p6r-v§rs') [as foil.], a. Wilfully 
or obstinately wrong; unreasonable, 
untractable; peevish, perversity, n. 
pervert (p6r-vert') [PER-, L. vertere , to 
turn], v.t. To turn aside from the proper 
use; to misapply, misinterpret; to mis¬ 
lead, corrupt, n. (pSr'vert) One who 
has forsaken his religion, perversion, n. 
perversive, a. Tending to pervert, 
peseta (p<S-sa'U) [Sp.], n. A. Spanish 
silver coin worth about 9id. 
pessimism (pes'i- mizm) [L. pessimus , 
worst], n. The habit of taking a gloomy 
view of things; the doctrine that there 
is a predominant tendency towards evil, 
pessimist, n. and a. pesslmis'tic, a. 
pesl (pest) [L. pestis , plague], n. Anything 
or anyone extremely hurtful or annoying, 
pest-house, n. A hospital for contagious 
diseases. 

pester (pes'ter) [?], v.t. To bother, worry, 

pestiferous (pes-tif'6r-us) [PEST, -FEROUS], 
a. Hurtful or noxious in any way; bear¬ 
ing social or moral contagion, 
pestilence (pes'ti-lens) [as PEST], n. Any 
contagious disease that is epidemic and 
deadly, the black death, pestilent, a. 
pestiien'tial, a. 

pestle (pestl) [L. pistillum], n. An imple¬ 
ment used in braying substances in a 
mortar, v. To pound with or use a 
pestle. . . , 

pet (pet) [?],». An animal kept as a 
favourite or companion; a darling, a 
favourite; a fit of peevishness, v.t. To 
make a pet of; to fondle, 
petal (pet'al) [Gr. petalon , a thin plate (of 
metal)], n. (Bot.) One of the divisions 
corolla consisting of several pieces, 
petard (pfe-tard') [F.], n. A conical iron 
case formerly used for blowing open gates, 

petition (pd-tish'un) [L. petitio , from petere , 
to seek], n. An entreaty, request, prayer; 
a formal written supplication to persons 
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in authority, v.t. To solicit; to address 

a formal supplication to. petitionary, a. 
petitioner, n. J 

petrel (pet'rel) [F. pHre], n. A small 
sea-bird, with long wings and great power 
of flight. 

P®^ r ^ty (pet'ri-fi) [L. petra , stone, -PY], v.t. 
To convert into stone; to stupefy, as 
with fear, etc. v.i. To be converted 
into stone; to become stiffened, callous 
etc. petrifac tion, n. petrifactive, a. 
petro- [Gr. petra , stone, rock], comb, form 
petrol (pet'rol) [petroleum], n. A refined 
form of petroleum used in motor-cars, etc. 
petroleum (pe-tro'le-um) [petro-, L. 
oleum , oil], n. An inflammable oily liquid 
pumped from wells, used for lighting 
heating, and the generation of mechanical 
power. 


petticoat (pet'i-kot) [petty, coat], n. a 
loose under-skirt worn by women and young 
children; (pi.) skirts, petticoat-govern 
ment, n. Government by women, 
pettifog (pet'i-fog) [?], v.i. To act (esp. 
of a lawyer) in a mean, quibbling, or shifty 
way pettifogger, n. A petty, second- 
rate lawyer, one given to sharp practices 
pettish (pet'ish) [pet, -ish], a. Peevish 
fretful; inclined to ill-temper, pettishly 
adv. J 

pettitoes (pet'i-toz) [?], n.pl. The feet 
of a pig as food, pig’s trotters, 
petty (pet'i) [F. petit], a. Trifling, insig¬ 
nificant; inferior, subordinate, on a small 
scale; mean, petty officer: A naval 
non-commissioned officer, pettily, adv. 
petulant (pet'u-lant) [L. petulans ,] a. 
Given to fits of ill-temper ; irritable* 
petulance, -lancy, n. 
pew (pu) [O.F. puie, a platform,], n. A 
box-like enclosed seat in a church; a long 
bench with a back, for worshippers, 
pewit (pe'wit) [imit.], n. The lapwing- 
its cry. ’ 

pewter (pu'ter) [O.F. peutre ], n. An alloy 
usually of tin and lead; vessels, esp 
tankards made of this. a. Made of 
pewter, pewterer, n 
phaeton (fa'tdn) [Gr. Phaethon , who drove 
the chariot of the sun for one day], n. 

A light four-wheeled open carriage, 
phalanx (fal'anks) [Gr. phalanx , -angos] 
n. (pi. -xes, Anat. -ges, -iez) The 
close order in which the Greek army was 
drawn up; any compact body of troops 
or close organization of persons; (Anat 
also phalange) each of the small bones 
of the fingers and toes, phalangeal, 
-gian, phalan'giform, a. 
phantasm (f&n'tazm) [Gr. phantasma 
from phuutazein , to display], 71 . A phan- 
tom; an optical illusion; ” a deception, a 
fantasy, phantasmal, -mic, a. 
phantasmagoria (fan-t&z-ma-gor'i-a) 
[phantasm, Gr. agora , assembly], n. 
An exhibition of optical illusions produced 
by a magic-lantern; (fig.) a series of phan¬ 
tasms, illusions appearing as in night¬ 
mare, frenzy, etc. phantasmagorial, 
-gone (-gor'ik). 


phantom (fan'tdm) [O.F. fantosme , as 
phantasm], n. An apparition, a ghost, 
spectre; an imaginary appearance; an 
empty show. 

Pharisee (fSr'i-se) [Heb. pariish , separated], 
n. One of an ancient exclusive Jewish 
sect who rigidly observed rites and cere¬ 
monies ; (fig.) a self-righteous person 
an unctuous hypocrite, pharisaic, -al’ 
a. pha'risaism, n. 

pharmaceuticai (far-ma-su'ti-kal) [as 
foil.], a. Pertaining to or engaged in 
pharmacy, pharmaceutics, n. Phar¬ 
macy. phar'macist, n. 
pharmaco- [Gr. pharmakon , drug], comb, 
form. Pertaining to chemistry or to drugs 
pharmacology (far-ma-kol'6-ji) [-LOGY]* 
n. The science of drugs and medicines! 
pharmacol'ogist, n. pharmacopoeia 

[Gr. poicm , to make], n. An official pub¬ 
lication containing a list of drugs, formulas 
doses, etc. ’ 

pharmacy (far'md-si) [Gr. pharmakeia , 
as prec.], n. Art or practice of preparing 
compounding, and dispensing drugs 
for medicinal purposes; a chemist’s shop ! 
a dispensary. ’ 

pharynx (far'inks) [Gr. pharunx ], n. (pi 
-ringes, fa-rin'jez) The canal opening 
from the mouth into the oesophagus and 
communicating with the nose, pharyn- 
gal (fa-ring'gal), pharyngeal (-rin'je-al), 
a. pharyngitis (-ji'tis), n. Inflamma¬ 
tion of the pharynx. 

phase (faz) *phasis [Gr. phasis], n. (pi. 
-ses) A particular aspect or appearance- 
a stage of development; (Astron.) a par¬ 
ticular aspect of the illuminated surface 
of the moon or a planet, 
pheasant (fez'ant) [Gr. Phasianos y of the 
Phasis, a river of Colchis], n. A game 
bird noted for its brilliant plumage and 
delicate flesh, pheasantry, n. A place 
for rearing pheasants. 

phenomenon (fe-nom'e-non) [Gr. phaino- 
menon , from phainein , to show], n. (pi, 
-ena) That which appears or is perceived 
by observation or experiment; an unusual 
appearance; (Phil.) that which is appre¬ 
hended by the mind, as distinguished from 
real existence, phenomenal, a. Per¬ 
taining to phenomena, esp. as dist. from 
underlying realities or causes; of the nature 
of a phenomenon; (colloq.) extraordinary 
prodigious. J 

phial (fi'al) [Gr. phiale ], n. A small glass 
bottle, esp. for medicine, 
phil- [philo-], comb. form. 
philander (fi-lan'der) [PHIL-, Gr. anfr 
andros, man], v.i. To make love in a 
trifling way; to flirt(with). philanderer, n. 
philanthropy (fi-lan'thro-pi) [phil-, Gr 
anthrdpos , man], n. Love of mankind : 
active benevolence, philanthropic, a. 
philanthropist, n. philan'thropism, n. 
philately (fi-lat'e-li) [F. philatelie (PHIL- 
Gr. ateleia , freedom from toll, from a- 
not, telos, toll, tax)], n. The collecting 
of postage stamps, philatelic, a. 
philatelist, n. 
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-phile [Gr. philos , loving, dear], suf. A 
lover or friend of; as in bibliophile , 
Oermano phile. 

philharmonic (fil-hir-mon'ik) [PHIL-, 
HARMONIC], a. Loving music, n. One 
fond of music. 

philippic (fl-lip'ik) [Gr.], n. A declama¬ 
tion full of acrimonious invective (after the 
three orations of Demosthenes against 
Philip of Macedon). 

Philistine (fil'is-tin, -tin), n. One of an 
ancient race in S. Palestine; (fig.) a person 
of narrow or materialistic views or ideas; 
one deficient in liberal culture, 
philo- [Gr. philos , loving], comb. form. 

Pond of, affecting; inhabiting, 
philology (fi-lol'6-ji) [philo-, Gr. logos , 
word, discourse], n. The science of lan¬ 
guage. philol'ogist, n. philolog leal, a. 
philosopher (fl-los'd-f6r) [PHILO-, Gr. 
sophos , wise], n. A lover of wisdom; one 
who studies natural or moral philosophy, 
investigates the principles of being or of 
knowledge, or regulates his conduct by 
the principles of philosophy, philosophic 
-al, a. Pertaining or according to philo¬ 
sophy ; devoted to or skilled in philosophy; 
calm, unimpassioned, philosophize, v.t. 
and i. philosophy, n. Love of wisdom; 
the knowledge or investigation of ultimate 
reality or of general principles of knowledge 
or existence; calmness and coolness of 
temper. 

philtre (fil't6r) [Gr. philtron , from philein , 
to love], n. A love-potion, v.t. To 
charm or excite with this, 
phlegm (flem) [Gr. phlegma , - matos ], n. 
Viscid mucus secreted in the air passages 
or stomach; (fig.) coolness, sluggishness, 
apathy, phlegmatic (fleg-m&t'ik), a. 
Of a sluggish disposition; not easily 
excited. 

phlogiston (flo-jis't6n) [Gr. phlogistos , 
burnt up], n. The principle of inflamma¬ 
bility formerly supposed to be a necessary 
constituent of combustible bodies, 
phlox (floks) [Gr., flame], n. A genus of 
IT. American plants with clusters of showy 
flowers. 

-phobe [Gr. phobos , fear], suf. Fearing; 
as in Anglophobe. -phobia, suf. Fear, 
morbid dislike; as in Anglophobia , 
hydrophobia. 

phoenix (fe'niks) [Gr. phoinix], n. A 
fabulous Arabian bird, feigned to live for 
500 years and to immolate itself on a 
funeral pyre, whence it rose again in 
renewed youth; (fig.) a person or thing of 
extreme rarity or excellence, 
phon-, phono- [Gr. phOni , sound], comb, 
form. Pertaining to sound or sounds, 
phone (fon) [short for telephone], v.t. and i. 
To telephone, n. The telephone. 

-phone [Gr. phOne , sound, voice], suf. As 
in dictaphone , telephone. 
phonetic (fd-net'ik) [Gr. phSnitikos , from 
phdnein, to speak], a. Pertaining to 
the voice; representing sounds, esp. by 
means of a character for each. n.pl. 
The science of articulate sounds, pho¬ 


netician (-tish'an), n. A student of or 
one versed in phonetics, 
phono- [PHON-], comb. form. 
phonograph (fo'no-grdf) [PHONO-, -GRAPH], 
n. An instrument for recording and 
reproducing sounds. 

phonography (f6-nog'r&-fi) [PHONO-, 
-GRAPHY], n. A system of shorthand 
invented by Pitman, in which each sound 
is represented by a distinct character; 
automatic recording and reproduction 
of sounds. 

-phore [Gr. phoros , beariug], suf. As in 
semaphore . -phorous. suf. Bearing, 
feron*. 

phosphate (fos'fat) [phosphorus, -ate], n. 
A salt of phosphoric acid; (pi.) phos¬ 
phates of calcium. Iron, and alumina, etc., 
used as fertilizers, phosphide, n. A 
combination of phosphorus with another 
element or radical, phosphite, n. A 
salt of phosphorous acid, 
phosphoresce (fos-f6-res') [as prec., 
-ESCE], v»*. To give out a light unac¬ 
companied by perceptible heat or without 
combustion, phosphorescence, n. The 
emission of or the property of emitting 
light under such conditions, phos¬ 
phorescent, a. 

phosphorus (fos'fo-rhs) [L., the morning- 
star.from Gr. phOs, light, - phoros , bringing], 
n], A yellowish non-metallic element, 
luminous in the dark. 

photo-, phot- [Gr. phOs photos, light], 
comb. form. Pertaining to light or to 
photography, photo-chemical (fo-td- 
kem'i-k&l), a. Of, pertaining to, or pro¬ 
duced by the chemical action of light, 
photo-engraving, n. Any process for 
producing printing-blocks by means of 
photography. 

photograph (fS'td-grfif) [PHOTO-, -GRAPH], 
n. A picture, etc., taken by photography. 
v.t. To take a picture of by photography. 
v.t. To practise photography; to appear 
in a photograph (well or badly), photog'- 
rapher, n. photographic, a. photog'- 
raphy, n. The process of producing 
pictures of objects by the chemical action 
of light on certain sensitive substances, 
photogravure', n. The process of pro¬ 
ducing an intaglio plate for printing by 
the transfer of a photographic negative 
to the plate and subsequent etching; 
a picture so produced, v.t. To reproduce 
by this process. 

phrase (fraz) [Gr. phrasis , from phrazein , 
to speak], n. An expression denoting a 
single idea or forming a distinct part 
of a sentence; style of expression, diction; 
idiomatic expression; (Mus.) a short 
passage forming part of a melody, v.t. 
To express in words or phrases, phrase- 
ol'ogy, n. Choice or arrangement of 
words; diction, phraseological, a. 
phrenetic (frAnet'ik) [Gr. phrenitikos , 
from phrenUis, delirium], a. Frenzied, 
frantic, fanatical, n. A frenzied person, 
phrenic (fren'ik) [as foil.], a. Pertaining 
to the diaphragm. 
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phrenology (fre-nol'6-ji) [Gr. phren phrenos 

diaphragm, mind, -LOGY], n. The theory 
that the mental faculties, etc., are located 
in distinct parts of the brain denoted by 
prominences on the skull, phrenol'- 
ogist, n. 

phthisis (thl'sis) [Gr., from phthiein , to 
decay], n. A wasting disease, esp. pul¬ 
monary consumption, phthisical, phthi - 
sicky, a. 

phylactery (fi-l&k't6r-i) [Gr. phulaktgr , a 
guard], n. A charm, or amulet worn as a 
preservative against disease or danger, 
esp. one containing passages from the 
Pentateuch worn by Jews. 

-phyll [Gr. phullon], suf. Leaf; as in 
chlorophyll. 

physi- [PHYSIO-], comb. form. 
physic (fiz'ik) [Gr. phusiki , of nature], n. 
The science or art of healing; the medical 
profession; medicine, a cathartic; (pi.) 
the sciences dealing with the phenomena 
of matter, esp. as affected by energy, 
and the laws governing these, excluding 
biology and chemistry, v.t. (past and p.p. 
physicked) To administer physic to, 
to purge, physical, a. Of or pertaining 
to matter; cognizable by the senses; 
pertaining to physics; material bodily, 
as opp. to spiritual; medicinal, physic¬ 
ally, adv. physician (fi-zish'&n), n. 
Onvversed in the art of healing; a legally 
qualified practitioner, physicist, n. One 
versed in physics. 

physio- [Gr. phusis , nature], comb. form. 
Pertaining to nature. 

physiognomy (fiz-i-on'6-mi) [PHYSIO-, 
Gr. gnomdn, interpreter], n. The art 
of reading character from features; the 
face as an index of character; cast of 
features; aspect, appearance, look (of a 
situation, event, etc.), physiognomist 
(-og'nd-mist), n. 

physiography (fiz-i-og'ra-fi) [physio-, 
-GRAPHY], n. The scientific description 
of the physical features of the earth; 
physical geography. 

physiology (fiz-i-ol'6-ji) [PHYSIO-, -LOGY], 
n. The science of the vital phenomena 
and the organic functions of animals and 

plants, physiologic, -al, a. physioP- 
ogist, n. 

physique (fi-zek') [F., as PHYSIC], n. 
Physical structure or constitution of a 
person. 

-phyte [Gr. phut on, plant], suf. Denoting 
a vegetable organism; as in zoophyte. 
phyto- [as prec.], comb. form, 
piano (1) (pya'nd) [It., from L.], adv. 
(Mus.) Softly, a. Played softly, 
piano (2) (pe-an'5), pianoforte (pS-&n-6- 
ffir'ti) [It., earlier piano e forte , L. pl&nus 
et fortis , soft and strong], n. A musical 
instrument the sounds of which are pro¬ 
duced on wire strings by blows given by 
means of keys, pianist (pe'a-nist), n. 
(Jem. -niste) A perfumer on the piano¬ 
forte. 

piastre (pi-Ss'tdr) [It. piastra , plate of 
metal], n. The Spanish dollar worth 


about is. 2d .; a small Turkish coin, value 
about 2d. to 6d. 

piazza (pi-St'sa) [It., as PLACE], n. A public 
square or market-place, esp. in Italian 
towns; a colonnaded walk, 
pibroch (pg'brocA) [Gael.], n.‘ A series 
of variations, played on a bagpipe, 
pica (pl'ka) [med. L.], n. A size of type, 
the standard of measurement in printing 
picador (pik'A-ddr) [Sp.], n. In Spanish 
bull-fights, the horseman who rouses 
the bull. 

piccalilli (pik'a-lil-i) [?], *. A pickle of 
chopped vegetables with pungent spices, 
piccaninny (pik'a-nin-i) [W. Ind., from 
Sp. pequeno , small], n. A little child, 
esp. of coloured race. 

piccolo (pik'6-lo) [It., small], n. A small 
flute, with the notes one octave higher 
than the flute. 

pick (1) (pik) [M.E. pikken], v.t. To 
break or pierce with a pointed instrument • 
to make (a hole) thus; to strike at with 
something pointed; to remove extraneous 
matter from (the teeth, etc.) thus; to pluck, 
gather; to take up with a beak; to eat 
in little bits; to choose, select carefully; 
to find an occasion for (a quarrel); to 
open (a lock) with an implement other than 
the key; to pluck, n. Choice; the 
best (of), picklock, n. An instrument 
for opening a lock without the key; one 
who picks locks; a thief, pickpocket, n. 
One who steals from pockets, picking, 
n. (in pi.) Gleanings, odds-and-ends; 
pilferings. 

pick (2) [pike (1)], n. A pick-axe. Any 
implement used for picking, 
pick-a-back (pik'a-bak) [?], adv. On 
the back or shoulders, like a pack, 
pickaxe (pik'&ks) [O.F. picois , rel. to 
pike (1)], n. A tool with a long iron head 
pointed at one end and chisel-edged 
at the other, fitted in the middle on a 
wooden shaft, used for breaking ground, 
etc. v. To break up with or to use 
a pickaxe. 

picket (pik'St) [F. piquet], n. A pointed 
stake forming part of a palisade, for 
tethering a horse to; a small body of 
troops as a guard or outpost; a man or 
men set by a trade union to watch a 
factory, etc., during labour disputes. 
v.t. To fortify with stakes, to fence in; 
to tether to a picket; to post as a picket; 
to set a picket at the gates of (a factory, 
etc.), v.i. To act as a picket, 
pickle (pikl) [?], n. A liquid, as brine, 
vinegar, etc., for preserving fish, flesh, 
vegetables, etc.; (pi.) vegetables pre¬ 
served in pickle; an embarrassing position; 
a troublesome child, v.t. To preserve in 
or treat with pickle. 

picnic (pik'nik) [?], n. An outdoor 
pleasure-party on which provisions are 
taken, v.i. To go on a picnic, 
picric (pik'rik) [Gr. pikros, bitter], o. 
Applied to an intensely bitter acid used 
in dyeing and explosives, 
pictorial (pik-tor'i-iU) [as foil.], a. Per- 
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taining to, containing, or illustrated by 
pictures, pictorially, adv. 
picture (pik'chur) [L. pictura, from pictus , 
painted], n. A painting, drawing, photo¬ 
graph, engraving, etc.; representing a 
person, scenery, etc., on a plane surface; 
a vivid description; a beautiful object 
or scene, v.t. To represent pictorially; 
to depict vividly; to imagine vividly, 
the pictures : A cinematographical show, 
picturesque (-esk'), a. Having those 
qualities that characterize a good picture; 
vivid (of language). 

piddock (pid'dk) [?], n. A burrowing 
bivalve mollusc. 

pie (1) (pi) [L. pica], n. A magpie, 
pie (2) [?], n. A dish of meat, fruit, etc., 
baked with a paste over, 
piebald (pi'bawld) [PIE (1), BALD], a. 
Parti-coloured, mottled, usu. black and 
white (of a horse or other animal), 
piece (pes) [0.£\ pece], n. A distinct part, 
detached portion, fragment (of); a 
division, a section; a plot (of iand); 
a short artistic composition or perform¬ 
ance; a coin; a gun; a man at chess, 
draughts, etc. v.t. To add pieces to, 
to patch; to join together, reunite, 
piece-work, n. Work paid for by the 
job. piecemeal, adv. Piece by piece, 
part at a time; in pieces, 
pied (pid) [ME (1)], a. Parti-coloured, 
pier (per) [A.-F. pere , L. petra , stone], n. 
A mass of masonry supporting an arch, 
bridge, etc.; masonry between windows, 
etc.; a breakwater, jetty, landing-stage, 
pierce (pers) [?], v.t. To penetrate or 
transfix with (or of) a pointed instru¬ 
ment; (fig.) to affect deeply, v.i. To 
penetrate (into, through, etc.), piercer, 
n. piercing, a. 

pierrot (pe'6r-o) [F.], n. (Jem. -rette, 
-et') A buffoon dressed in loose white 
costume and with the face whitened. 
Pietist (pi'e-tist) [as foil.], n. One who 
makes a display of strong religious feel¬ 
ings; one of a party of revivalists in the 
Lutheran Church in the 17th cent, piet¬ 
ism, n. pietis'tic, -al, a. 
piety (pi'e-ti) [F. piiti, L. pietas ], n. The 
quality of being pious; reverence towards 
God. 

pig (pig) [?], n. A swine, a hog, esp. when 
young; a greedy, filthy, obstinate, or 
annoying person; an oblong mass of 
metal as run from the furnace, pig¬ 
headed, a. Stupid; obstinate or per¬ 
verse. pig-iron, n. Iron in pigs, pig¬ 
sty, n. A pen for pigs; a dirty place, a 
hovel, pigtail, n. The tail of a pig; 
the hair of the head tied in a long queue; 
tobacco in a long twist, piggish, a. 
piggishly, adv. 

pigeon (pij'on) [O.F. pijon , from L. 
piplre, to chirp], n. A bird of the order 
Golumbce , a dove; a gull, a simpleton, 
pigment (pig'ment) [L. pigmentum ], n. 
Colouring-matter used as paint or dye. 
pigmen tal, pig'mentary, a. pigmen¬ 
tation, n. 


pike (1) (pik) [F. pique, A.-S. pic], n. A 
narrow, elongated lance-head fixed to a 
pole; a voracious freshwater fish, pike- 
man, n. A soldier armed with a pike, 
pikestaff, n. The wooden shaft of a pike, 
pike (2) (pik) [turnpike], n. A toll-bar; 
a turnpike road. 

pilaster (pi-l&s'tdr) [L. plla, pillar, -ASTER], 
n. A rectangular column forming part 
of a wall. 

pilchard (pil'chnrd) [?], n. A small sea- 
fish allied to the herring, 
pile (1) (pil) [L. plla, pillar], n. A mass 
of things heaped together; a heap of 
combustibles for burning a dead body; 
a very large or massive building; a great 
quantity, a fortune; (Elec.) a form of 
battery, v.t. To heap up or together, 
to accumulate; to load, 
pile (2) [A.-S. pil, L. pllum , javelin], n. 
A sharp stake; a heavy timber driven into 
the ground, esp. under water, to form a 
foundation. 

pile (3) [L. pilus, hair], n. Soft hair, 
down; the nap of velvet, etc., or of a 
carpet. 

pile (4) [L. plla, ball], n. (usu. in pi.) 
Haemorrhoids. 

pilfer (pil'fer) [O.F. pelfre, PELF], v.t. 

To steal in small quantities, 
pilgrim (pil'grim) [M.E. pelegrim , as 
PEREGRINE], n. One who visits some 
holy place in performance of a vow, etc. 
v.i. To go on a pilgrimage; to wander 
as a pilgrim, pilgrimage, n. A pil¬ 
grim’s journey; (Jig.) the journey of 
human life. 

pill (pil) [L. pila, ball], n. A little medi¬ 
cinal ball to be swallowed whole; (fig.) 
something unpleasant which has to be 
put up with. 

pillage (pil'dj) [F.], n. Act of plundering; 
plunder, the property of enemies 'aken in 
war. v.t. To strip of money >r goods 
by open force; to lay waste, v.*. To rob, 
ravage. 

pillar (pil'ar) [O.F. piler, L. fda], n. An 
upright structure of considerable height 
to thickness, used for support, ornament, 
or as a memorial; a column, a post. 
v.t. To support, furnish, or adorn with 
pillars, pillar-box, n. A short hollow 
pillar in which letters are placed for 
collection. 

pillion (pil'i-6n) [Celt, or Gael.], n. A 
cushion or seat for a woman to ride on 
behind a person on horseback or a motor¬ 
cycle. 

pillory (pil'6-ri) [O.F. pellori ], n. A 
wooden frame furnished with holes 
through which the head and hands of a 
person were put to expose him to public 
derision, v.t. To set in the pillory; to 
hold up to ridicule or execration, 
pillow (pil'o) [A.-S. pijle, pylu ], n. A 
cushion filled with feathers or other soft 
material, v.t. To lay on or prop up 
with a pillow, v.i. To rest on a pillow, 
pillow-case, -slip, n. A cover of linen, 
* etc., for drawing over a pillow. 
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pilot (pl'ldt) [It. pilotd], n. A steers¬ 
man; one who conducts ships into or 
out of harbour or along particular coasts, 
channels, etc.; one qualified to fly an 
aeroplane or airship; (Jig.) a guide, esp. 
in difficult circumstances, v.t. To act 
as pilot. pilot-cloth, n. A heavy blue 
woollen cloth, pilot-jacket, n. A pea- 
jacket. pilotage, n. 

pimento (pi-inen'to) [Port, pimento], n. 
Allspice; Jamaica pepper; the W. Indian 
tree producing it. 

pimpernel (pitn'per-n^l) [O.P. pirnprenele], 
n. A small annual plant with scarlet 
flowers that close in dark or rainy weather, 
pimple (pirnpi) [?], n. A small inflamed 
swelling on the skin, pimpled, -ply, a. 
pin (pin) [A.-S. pinn ], n. a short, slender, 
pointed piece of metal used for fastening 
parts of clothing, papers, etc., together; 
a peg of metal or wood; a hairpin, a 
nlnepin, etc.; (fig.) anything of slight 
value, v.t. To fasten with a pin; to 
transfix; to make fast, to secure; to bind 
(down) to a promise or obligation, pin- 
money, n. An allowance to a wife for 
private expenses. 

pinafore (pin'A-f6r) [pin, AFORE], n. A 
sleeveless apron worn by children and 
women to protect the front of the dress, 
pince-nez (pans-nS) [F.], n. A pair of 
eye-glasses held in place by a spring 
clipping the nose. 

pincers (pin's^rz) [M.K. pynsort (PINCH)], 
n.pl. A tool for gripping, crushing, 
extracting nails, etc.; a nipping or grasping 
organ, as in crustaceans, 
pinch (pinch) [O.Nonh.F. pinchier], v.t. 
To nip or squeeze so as to cause pain; 
to remove by nipping; (fig.) to afflict, esp. 
with cold, hunger, etc. v.i. To nip or 
squeeze anythlug; (fig.) to be niggardly; 
to be straitened, n. A sharp nip or 
squeeze, as with the ends of the fingers; 
as much as can be taken between finger 
and thumb; (fig.) distress, a dilemma, 
stress, at a pinch : In an urgent case; 
If hard pressed. 

pinchbeck (pinch'bek) [inventor (d. 1732)], 
n. An alloy of copper, zinc, etc., formerly 
used for cheap jewellery; (fig.) anything 
spurious. 

Pindaric (pln-d&r'ik), o. Pertaining to 
the style of Pindar, the Greek lyric 
poet. 

pine (1) (pin) [A.-S. pin, L. plnus], n. 
A coniferous evergreen tree with needle- 
shaped leaves; timber from various 
coniferous trees; a pine-apple, pine¬ 
apple, n. The large multiple fruit of the 
ananas, pine-needle, n. The needle- 
shaped leaf of the pine, 
pine (2) [A.-S. pin, pain], v.i. To languish, 
waste away; to yearn (for, etc.), 
pinion (1) (pin'ydn) [L. pinna , feather], n. 
A wing-feather; a wing; the joint of a 
bird’s wing remotest from the body. 
v.t. To cut the wing to prevent flight; 
to bind (the arms). 

pinion (2) [L. pinna , pinnacle], n. The 


smaller of two cog-wheels in gear with 
each other; a cogged spindle, 
pink (1) (pink) [?], n. A plant largely culti¬ 
vated in gardens; a pale rose colour: (Jig.) 
the supreme excellence, the very height 
(of); a fox-hunter’s scarlet coat. a. Of the 
colour of the garden pink, pale red or 
rose, pinkish, a. pinky, a. 
pink (2) [M.E. pinken ], v.t. To pierce, to 
stab; to make small round holes in for 
ornament. 

pinnace (pin'&s) [F. pinasse], n. A man- 
of-war’s boat with six or eight oars, 
pinnacle (pin'&kl) [as pinion (2)], n. A 
tapering turret on the top of a buttress, 
etc., or terminating an angle or gable; 
the apex, the culmination (of), 
pint (pint) [F. pinte ], n. A measure of 
capacity, the eighth part of a gallon or 
34-659 cub. in. 

pioneer (pl-d-ner') [F. pionnier , as PAWN 
(1)], n. A soldier who clears and repairs 
roads, bridges, etc., for troops on the 
march; one who prepares or clears the 
way; an early leader, v.t. To act as 
pioneer to; to lead, conduct, 
pious (prus) [L. pius, orig. dutiful], a. 

Reverencing God; devout; dutiful, 
pip (pip) [?], n. A disease in poultry, 
etc.; the seed of an apple, orange, etc.; 
a srot on a playing-card, domino, die, etc. 
pipe (pip) [A.-S.], «. A long tube; a 
musical wind-instrument formed of a 
tube; a boatswain’s whistle; a signal on 
this; a shrill note of a bird, etc.; a tube 
with a bowl for smoking tobacco; a 
large cask for wine (usu. 105 gallons); 
(pi.) a bagpipe, v.t. To play on a pipe; 
to whistle; to utter in a stu-ill tone; to 
call or direct by a pipe or whistle; to 
trim with cord. v.i. To play on a 

pipe; to whistle, pipe-clay, n. A fine 
white clay used for making tobacco-pipes, 
and for cleaning military accoutrements, 
piping (pl'ping) [PIPE, -INO], n. The action 
of one who pipes; a shrill whistling sound, 
pipit (pip'it) fimit.], n . A lark-like bird, 
pipkin (pip'kin) [?], n. A small earthen 
pot. 

pippin (pip'in) [O.F. pepin , pip or seed], n. 

A uame for several varieties of apples, 
piquant (pe'k&nt) [as foil.], a. Having 
an agreeably sharp taste; stimulating, 
racy, sparkling, piquancy, n. 
pique (pek) [F. piquer , to prick], v.t. To 
irritate; to stimulate or excite (curiosity, 
etc.); to plume or value (oneself on), 
n. Ill-feeling, irritation, resentment, 
piquet (pi-ket') [?], n. A game of cards 
for two persons. 

pirate (pi'rat) [Gr. peiran , to attempt], n. 
A robber on the high seas; a piratical 
ship; (fig.) one who infringes the copy¬ 
right of another, v.t. To plunder; to 
publish (matter belonging to others) with¬ 
out permission or compensation piratic, 
-al, a. pi'racy, n. 

pirouette (pir-u-et') [F.], n. A rapid 
whirling round on the point of one foot. 
v.i. To dance or perform a pirouette. 
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piscatory (pis'ka-tdr-i) [L. piscatory fisher], 
a. Pertaining to fishers or fishing. 

piscatorial, a. 

piscina (pi-se'-, -sl'n4) [L. piscis , fish], n. 
A perforated stone basin used in the R.C. 
service to receive water for purifying the 
chftUcG 

pistachio (pis-ta'shi-o) [It.], n. The nut 
of a W. Asiatic tree; the flavour of its 
kernel. 

pistil (pis'til) [L. pistillum , pestle], n. 
The female organ in flowering plants, 
comprising the ovary, 
pistol (pis'tol) [F. pistole , orig. dagger, 
from Pistoja , where made], n. A small 
fire-arm for use with one hand. v.t. 
To shoot with a pistol. 

♦pistole (pis-tol') [F.], n. A 16th- and 
17th-cent. Spanish gold coin worth about 
185. 

piston (pis'ton) [F., from It. pistone, as 
PESTLE], n. A solid cylinder exactly 
fitting a tube in which it can move to 
and fro, used in steam-engines, pumps, 
musical wind-instruments, etc. piston- 
rod, n. A rod attaching a piston to 
machinery. 

pit (pit) [A.-S. pytt], n. A hole in the 
ground, esp. of considerable depth to 
width; a hollow scar; the ground floor 
of the auditorium in a theatre, esp. 
behind the stalls; a cockpit, v.t. To match, 
to set in competition (against), the pit: 
The grave; hell, pitfall, n. A pit 
slightly covered so that animals may fall 
in; (fig.) a hidden danger, pitman, n. 
A collier. 

pit-a-pat (pit'a-pat) [imit.], n. A tap¬ 
ping, a flutter, a palpitation, adv. With 
this sound. 

pitch (1) (pich) [A.-S. pic, from L. pix ], n. 
A dark resinous substance obtained from 
tar. v.t. To coat or smear with pitch, 
pitch - dark, a. As dark as pitch, very dark, 
pitch-pine, n. A highly resinous pine, 
pitch (2) [M.E. pichen ], v.t. To fix or 
plant; to throw, to fling; to toss (hay) 
with a fork; ( Mus .) to set to a particular 
keynote, v.i. To encamp; to fall head¬ 
long; to plunge at the bow or stern, as 
opp. to rolling, n. Height, intensity; 
point or degree of elevation or depression 
or slope; station taken up by a person 
for buying and selling, residence, etc.; 
( Cricket ) the place in which the wickets 
are placed; (Mus.) the degree of acute¬ 
ness or gravity of a tone, pitched 
battle: A battle for which both sides 
have made deliberate preparations, pitch- 
fork, n. A large fork with a long handle, 
for lifting hay, etc. v.t. To lift or throw 
with or as with a pitchfork, 
pitcher (1) (pich'er) [pitch (2), -ER], n. 
One who or that which pitches, esp. the 
ball in games. 

pitcher (2) [O.F. picket , as BEAKER], n. 
A large vessel, usu. of earthenware, for 
holding and pouring out liquids, 
pitchy (pich'i) [pitch (1), -Y], a. Of the 
nature of or like pitch; dark, dismal. 


piteous (pit'6-us) [pity], a. Exciting or 
deserving pity; lamentable, sad, mourn¬ 
ful. piteously, adv. 

pith (pith) [A.-S. pilka\ n. A spongy 
substance in the stems and shoots of 
plants; the spinal cord; (fig.) the essence, 
the main substance; strength, vigour; 
cogency, point, pithy, a. Consisting of, 
like or abounding in pith; (Jig.) forcible; 
condensed, sententious, pithily, adv. 
pitiable (pit'i-Abl) [PITY, -able], a. De¬ 
serving or calling for pity, pitiful, a. 
Full of pity, compassionate; calling for 
pity; contemptible, pitiless, a. Desti¬ 
tute of pity; unfeeling, hard-hearted, 
pittance (pit'&ns) [?], n. A dole, an 
allowance, esp. of a meagre amount, 
pity (pit'i) [L. pietas y as PIETY], n. Com¬ 
passion, sympathy; a subject for pity, a 
cause of regret, an unfortunate fact. v.t. 
To sympathize with, to commiserate, 
pivot (piv'dt) [F.], n. A pin or bearing 
on which anything turns or oscillates; 
(fig.) that on which an important issue 
depends, v.i. To turn on a pivot; to 
hinge (upon), pivotal, a. 
pixy (pik'si) [?], n. A fairy or elf. 
placable (pla'kabl, pl&k'abl) [as PLACATE], 
a. That may be appeased; ready to 
forgive, complacent. placability, n. 
placably, adv. 

placard (pl&k'ard) [O.F.], n. A paper 
posted up in a public place, a poster. 
v.t. To post placards on; to announce 
by placards. 

placate (pla-kat') [L. pldcdtus, p.p. of 
placate^ v.t. To appease, pacify, con¬ 
ciliate. 

place (pl5s) [L. plaiea (platuSy flat)], n. 
A particular portion of space; a spot, a 
locality; a city, town, etc.; a building; 
a residence with its surroundings; an 
open space in a town; a passage in a 
book; position in a definite order; room 
for a person; station in life, official 
position, v.t. To put in a particular 
place; to arrange in proper places; 
to appoint to a post; to find a situation for; 
to assign a definite date, position, etc., to, 
to locate, place-hunter, n. One seek¬ 
ing an appointment, esp. under Govern¬ 
ment. placeman, n. One holding such 
appointment. 

placer (pla'ser) [Am. Sp., from plaza t 
place], n. An alluvial or other deposit 
containing minerals; any mineral deposits 
not classed as veins. 

placid (plas'id) [L. placidus t from placirey 
to please], a. Gentle; calm, serene, 
unruffled, placid'ity, n. placidly, adv. 
placket (plak'dt) [F. plaquer, to lay on], n. 
The opening in a petticoat or skirt, 
plagiarize (pia'ji-a-riz) [L. plagidre y to 
kidnap], v.t. To appropriate and give out 
as one’s own (writings, inventions, etc.), 
plagiarism, n. plagiarist, n. plagi¬ 
ary, n. One who appropriates the writings 
or ideas of another and passes them off 
as his own; literary theft, plagiarism, 
plague (plug) [L. plaguy a stroke], n. A 
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calamity; a pestilence, v.t. To visit 
with plague; to afflict with any evil; 
to tease, to annoy, plaguy (pla'gi), a. 
Vexatious, annoying, plaguily, adv. 
plaice (pias) [O.P. plait], n. A flat-fish 
used for food. 

plaid (plSd) [Gael.], n. A long rect¬ 
angular outer garment of woollen cloth, 
usu. with a checkered pattern, worn by 
Highlanders, a. Like a plaid in pattern, 
plain (plan) [L. planus , flat], a. Clear, 
evident; free from difficulties; easy to 
understand; devoid of ornament; un- 
coloured; not seasoned highly; homely, 
unaffected; sincere, frank; ugly. adv. 
Plainly, n. A tract of level country, 
plain-spoken, a. Speaking or said with¬ 
out reserve, plainly, adv. plainness, n. 
plaint (plant) [L. planctus, lamentation], n. 
An accusation, a charge; (poet.) a lamen¬ 
tation. plaintiff, n. One who brings 
a suit against another, a prosecutor, 
plaintive (plan'tiv) [as prec.], a. Expres¬ 
sive of sorrow or grief, plaintively, adv. 
plait (plsit) [L. plicitum , folded], n. A 
braid of several strands, esp. a braided 
tress of hair; a flat fold, a doubling over, 
as of cloth, v.t. To braid, to form into 
plaits; to fold. 

plan (plan) [var. of PLAIN], n. A delinea¬ 
tion by projection on a plane surface; a 
map on a large scale; a scheme; a pro¬ 
ject; an outline; method of procedure; 
habitual method, way, custom, v.t. To 
draw a plan of; to design; to scheme,devise, 
plane (1) (plan) [Gr. plalanos , from platus, 
broad], n. A spreading tree with broad 
angular leaves palmately lobed. 
plane (2) [as foil.], n. A tool for smooth¬ 
ing boards, etc. v.t. To smooth or dress 
with a plane; to make flat and even, 
plane (3) [L. planus , flat], a. Level, flat, 
without depressions or elevations; ex¬ 
tending in a plane, n. A level surface; 
an even surface extending - uniformly in 
some direction; an aeroplane; one of 
the supporting surfaces of this; level (of 
thought, existence, etc.), 
planet (plan'et) [Gr. planan , to lead astray, 
planasthai, to wander], n. A heavenly 
body revolving round the sun, or a satel¬ 
lite of one of these, planetary, a. Per¬ 
taining to the planets or the planetary 
system. 

plank (plSnk) [L. planca ], n. A long piece 
of sawn timber thicker than a board; 
(Jig.) a principle of a political programme. 
v.t. To cover with planks, 
plant (plant) [A.-S. plante ], n. Any 
vegetable organism; the tools, machinery, 
fixtures, etc., used in an industrial concern. 
v.t. To set in the ground for growth; to 
furnish or lay out with plants; to fix firmly; 
to settle, found, establish; to deliver (a 
blow 6tc.). 

plantain (1) (pl&n'tan) [O.F.], n. A low 
perennial weed with broad flat leaves, 
plantain (2) [Sp. plantano , as PLANE (1)], 
n. A tropical American herbaceous tree 
closely akin to the banana; its fruit. 


plantation (pl&n-t&'shun) [L. plant&tio , 
as PLANT], n. A quantity of trees, etc., 
that have been planted; a large estate 
for the cultivation of sugar, cotton, coffee, 
rubber, etc.; act of planting, planter, 
n. One who owns or works a plantation; 
a settler in a colony. 

plaque (plak) [F.], n. A plate or tablet, 
of metal, porcelain, ivory, etc. 

plash (plash) [A.-S. plcesc ], n. A large 
puddle; a splash, the sound made by this. 
v.t. To cause (water) to splash; to 
sprinkle colouring-matter on (walls), in 
imitation of granite, etc. v.i. To dabble 
in water; to make a splash, plashy, a. 
Watery, marked as if with splashes of 
colour, etc. 

plasma (pl&z'ma) [Gr., from plassexn , to 
mould], n. The viscous living matter of a 
cell, protoplasm; the part of the blood 
in which the red corpuscles float; plas- 

mat'ic, plas'mic, a. plasmo-, comb, 
form. 

plaster (plas'ter) [A.-S., Gr. emplassein , 
to daub on], n. A mixture of lime, sand, 
etc., for coating walls, etc.; calcined 
gypsum or sulphate of lime, mixed with 
w^ater and moulded into ornaments, etc.; 
an adhesive application of some curative 
substance, v.t. To cover with plaster, 
plaster of Paris : Gypsum, esp. calcined. 

plastic (pl&s'tik) [Gr. plastikos , as prec.], 
a. Having the power of giving form; 
capable of being moulded; pertaining to 
modelling or moulding; formative, causing 
growth; pliant, supple, plasticity, n. 

plat [PLOT], n. A small plot or piece of 
ground ; a bed of flowering-plants. 

plate (plat) [O.F., flat], n. A flat, thin 
piece of metal; a piece used for engraving; 
a print taken from this; a sheet of glass 
or other material coated with a sensitized 
film for photography; a cast of a page of 
type, to be used for printing; a small 
shallow vessel, now usu. of crockery, for 
eating from; spoons, forks, knives, cups, 
dishes, etc., of silver or other metal; a 
shaped piece of metal or vulcanite, etc., to 
which artificial teeth are fixed for use; 
a cup or other article of gold or silver 
offered as a prize, v.t. To overlay with 
plates of metal for defence, ornament, etc.; 
to coat with a layer of metal; to make 
an electrotype or stereotype from (type), 
plate-basket, n. A receptacle for 
spoons, forks, etc. plate-glass, n. A 
superior glass used for mirrors, large 
window's, etc. plating, n. Act, art, 
or process of covering articles with a 
coating of metal; a coating of gold, silver, 
or other metal. 

plateau (pla-to') [F., as prec.], n. (pi. 

-eaux) A table-land, an elevated plain, 
platform (pl&t'form) [F. plat , flat, form], 
n. A flat surface raised above the adjoin¬ 
ing level; a raised flooring in a hall, etc.; 
a raised way beside the line at a railway 
station, etc.; a solid bed on which guns 
are mounted; a political programme, 
platinum (pl&t'i-num) [Sp., dim. of plata, 
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silver], n. A heavy ductile and malleable 
metal of a silver colour, platinotype, n. 

A photographic printing process in which 
a deposit of platinum gives a positive; 
a print with this. 

platitude (plat'i-tud) [F.], n. Flatness, 
insipidity, triteness; a trite remark. 

platitu'dinous, a. 

Platonic (pla-ton'ik), a. Pertaining to 
Plato or to his philosophy, 
platoon (pla-toon') [F. peloton ], n. (Mil.) 

A subdivision of a company, 
platter (plater) [plate], n. A large 
shallow dish, often of wood, 
platy- [Gr. platus, broad], comb. form. 
Broad, flat, platypus (pl&t'i-pfis) [Gr. 
platupous (pons foot)], n. The ornitho- 
rhynchus or duckbill of A ustralia. 
plaudit (plaw'dit) [L. plaudere , to applaud], 
n. (usu. in pi.) Praise, approval, 
plauditory, a. 

plausible (plaw'zibl) [as prec.], a. Appar¬ 
ently right, specious, using specious 
arguments, plausibility, n. 
play (pla) [A.-S. plega ], n. Action engaged 
in for amusement; sport, exercise; 
playing in a game; style of this; style of 
execution (as on an instrument); gamb¬ 
ling; a drama; conduct towards others 
(fair or unfair), v.i. To move about in 
a lively manner, to dance, shimmer, etc.; 
to act‘freely; to have freedom of move¬ 
ment; to perform a regular operation 
(of instruments, machinery, guns, etc.); 
to sport; to perform on a musical instru¬ 
ment; to gamble; to act a part (esp. on 
a stage), v.t. To put in action or opera¬ 
tion; to engage in (a game); to make use 
of as implement in a game; to execute 
(a trick, etc.); to perform on (a musical 
instrument); to perform (a play) on the 
stage; to act (a character); to toy or 
trifle with, play-bill, n. A bill announc¬ 
ing or giving the cast of a play, play-day, 
n. A holiday. playhouse, n. A 
theatre, playwright, n. A dramatist, 
player, n. playful, <*. Sportive; 
humorous, amusing. 

plea (pl§) TA.-F. plee (L. placere, to please)], 
n. A pleading, excuse, apology; a defence, 
pleach (plech) [M.E. plechen , L. plectere , 
to plait], v.t. To interlace, intertwine, 
plead (pled) [as plea], v.i. To speak in 
support of a claim, or in defence against 
a claim; to argue for or against; to 
supplicate earnestly; to address a court 
on behalf of. v.t. To maintain by argu¬ 
ments; to allege in argument; to otter 
in excuse, pleader, n. One who pleads 
in a court of law; one who draws up pleas, 
pleading, n. Act of making a plea; 
imploring; a written statement of a party 
in a suit at law. 

pleasant (plez'ant) [as next], a. Agree¬ 
able, affording gratification to the mind 
or senses, pleasantly, adv. pleasant¬ 
ness, n. pleasantry, n. Facetiousness; 
a joke, an amusing trick, 
please (plea) [M.E. plese, O.F. plesir , L. 
placere ], v.t. To afford pleasure to; to 


be agreeable to; to satisfy. v.i. 
To afford gratification; to like, think Qt, 
prefer; (ellipt.) may it please you. if you 
please: If it la agreeable to you; with 
your permission. 

pleasure (plezh'fir) [as prec.], n. Grati¬ 
fication of the mind or senses; enjoyment, 
delight; a source of gratification; choice, 
desire. v.t. To give pleasure to, 

pleasure-ground, n. A park or garden 
for outdoor entertainments, pleasurable, 
a. Giving pleasure. 

pleat (plet) [plait], v.t. To fold or double 
over, to crease, u. A flattened fold, 

st crease. 

plebeian (pld-be'&n) [L. plebs, the common 
ppople], a. Pertaining to the common 
people; vulgar, low. n. One of the 
common people, esp. in ancient Rome, 
plebiscite (pleb'i-sit) [L., as prec., scltum , 
decree], n. A direct vote of the whole 
body of citizens on a definite question, a 
referendum. 

pledge (plej) [O.F. plege , from Teut.], n. 
Anything given by way of guarantee for 
repayment of money borrowed, or the 
performance of some obligation; a 
binding engagement, v.t. To give as 
security; to deposit in pawn; to engage 
solemnly; to drink a health to. pledge- 
able, a. 

Pleiad (plI'Ad) [Gr.], n. (pi. -ades, 
-&-dez) (pi.) A cluster of small stars 

in the constellation Taurus (seven dis¬ 
cernible by the naked eye); (fig., ting.) 
a cluster of brilliant persons, 
plenary (ple'nA-ri) [L. plenus , full], a. 
Full, entire, absolute. 

plenipotentiary (plen-i-p6-ten'sh&-ri) [L. 
plenus , full, potent , being able], a. 
Invested with full powers; absolute, n. 
An ambassador to a foreign court; with 
full powers. 

plenitude (plen'i-tud) [L. plenus , full], 
n. Fullness; completeness, abundance, 
plenty (plen'ti) [L. plenitas , as prec.], n. 
Abundance; an ample supply: fruitful¬ 
ness. plenteous, a. plentiful, a. 
plentifulness, n. 

pleonasm (ple'6-nizra) [Gr. pleonazein , 
to abound], n. Redundancy of expression, 
pleonas'tic, a. 

plesiosaurus (plS-si-6-saw'rfis) [Gr. piesios , 
near, sauros , lizard], n. An extinct marine 
reptile with long neck, small head, and 
four paddles. 

plethora (pleth'6-rA) [Gr. plethfoe, full¬ 
ness], n. Superabundance, esp. of blo«*d. 
plethoric (pl6-thor'ik), a. Of full habit 
of body; superabundant, 
pleura (ploor'4) [Gr., side], n. (pi. -rae) 
A thin membrane covering the interior 
of the thorax and investing the lungs, 
pleural, a. pleurisy, n. Inflammation 
of the pleura, usu. attended with fever, 
plexus (plek'sfis) [L. plexus , plaited], 
n. (Anat.) A network of veins, fibres, 
or nerves; a network, a complication, 
pliable (pli'abl) [F., from L. plicare , to 
bend], a. Easily bent; flexible, pliant; 
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yielding readily to influence or argument, 
pliability, n. pliant, a. 
pliers (pli'erz) fas pliable], n.pl. Small 
pincers for bending wire, etc. 
plight (1) (pllt) [A.-S. plihtan ], v.t. To 
pledge, promise, engage (oneself, one’s 
faith, etc.). 

plight (2) [A.-F. plit, as plait], n. Con¬ 
dition, state, esp. one of distress or dis¬ 
grace. 

plinth (plinth) [Gr. plinthos, brick], n. 
A square member forming the lower 
division of a column, etc. 
pliocene (pli'6-sen) [Gr. pleidn, more, 
kainos , new], a. Applied to the most 
modern tertiary deposits, 
plod (plod) [?], v.i. To walk slowly and 
laboriously; to trudge; (fit 7.) to toil; 
to study with steady diligence, v.t. 
To make (one’s way) thus, plodder, n. 
plodding, a. 

plot (plot) [?], n. A small piece of ground; 
a plan of a field, estate, etc.; a scheme or 
stratagem; the plan of the story in a play, 
novel, etc. v.t. To make a map or 
diagram of; to lay out in plots; to plan, 
devise, contrive secretly, v.i. To form 
schemes against another; to conspire, 
plotter, n. 

plough (plou) [A.-S. pl6h\ n. An imple¬ 
ment for furrowing, and turning over the 
soil; the Great Bear. v.t. To turn up 
(ground) with a plough; to furrow or 
groove with a plough; to reject at an 
examination, ploughman, n. One who 
ploughs; a rustic, ploughshare, n. 
The blade of a plough, 
plover (pluv'er) [O.F. pluvief), n. A bird, 
esp. the golden, yellow, or green plover, 
pluck (pluk) [A.-S. pluccian], v.U To pull 
off or out, to pick; to twitch; to strip by 
pulling out feathers; to reject (at an 
examination), n. Act of plucking; a 
twitch; the heart, lights, and liver of an 
animal; courage, spirit, plucky, a. 
Having pluck, spirit, or courage, 
plug (plQg) [Teut.], n. Something used 
to stop a hole or pipe; a peg, bung; a 
cake of compressed tobacco, v.t. To stop 
with a plug. 

plum (plum) [A.-S. plume , L. prunum\, 
n. A fleshy fruit containing a stone; a tree 
bearing it; a raisin as used in cakes, 
puddings, etc.; (fig.) the best part of 
anything; (slang) £100,000, a fortune, 
plumage (ploo'maj) [as plume], n. The 
feathers of a bird. 

plumb (plum) [L. plumbum , lead], n. 
A plummet used to test perpendicularity; 
a vertical position, a. Perpendicular, 
vertical; downright, sheer, perfect; level. 
adv. Vertically; correctly; completely. 
v.t. To adjust by a plumbline; to make 
vertical; to measure the depth of with a 
plummet, plumb-line, n. The cord 
by which a plummet is suspended for 
testing perpendicularity; a vertical line, 
plumb-rule, n. A mason’s rule with a 
plumb-line attached. 

plumbago (plum-ba'go) [L. plumbum , 


lead], n. A form of carbon, blacklead, 
graphite. 

plumber (plum'6r) [L. plumbarius, as 
prec.], n. One who fits and repairs 
cisterns, pipes, drains, etc. plumbing, n. 

plume (ploom) [L. plumd], n. A feather, 
esp. large or conspicuous; a tuft of 
feathers, or anything resembling this as 
ornament. 

plummet (plum'St) [O.F. plommet , dim. 
of plomb , lead], n. A weight attached to 
a line used for sounding or testing perpen¬ 
dicularity; a ball of lead for a plumb- 
line. 

plump (1) (plump) [Teut.], a. Well- 
rounded, fat, chubby; well-filled (of a 
purse). 

plump (2) [Teut.], v.i. To fall suddenly 
and heavily; (fig.) to give all one’s votes 
to one candidate, v.t. To fling or drop 
suddenly and heavily, n. A sudden 
plunge, a heavy fall; the sound of this. 
adv. Suddenly and heavily; (fig.) flatly, 
bluntly, a. Downright, plain. 

plumy (ploo'mi) [plume, -Y], a. Covered 
with feathers; adorned with plumes; 
feathery. 

plunder (plun'der) [G.], v.t. To pillage, 
rob, strip; to embezzle, n. Forcible 
or systematic robbery; spoil, booty. 

plunderer, n. 

plunge (plunj) [O.F. plunjcr ], v.t. To 
force or thrust into water or other fluid; 
to immerse, v.i. To throw oneself, to 
dive (into); to rush impetuously (into a 
place, condition, etc.); to gamble reck¬ 
lessly, get heavily into debt. n. Act of 
plunging; a dive; a sudden and violent 
movement; (fig.) a risky step, plunger, 
n. One who piunges; a reckless gambler, 
a part. 

pluperfect (plu-per'fekt) [L. plus quam 
perfectum , more than perfect], a. (Oram.) 
Expressing action or time prior to some 
other past time. 

plural (ploor'al) [L. from plus plHris % 
more], a. Denoting or consisting of more 
than one. n. The form of a word which 
expresses more than one. pluralism, 
n. The holding of more than one benefice 
at the same time, pluralist, n. 

plus (plus) [L., more], n. The sign of 
addition ( + ); a positive quantity. 

plush (plush) [F. pluche , L. pilus , hair], n. 
A cloth with a pile longer than that of 
velvet. 

plutocracy (plu-tok'ra-si) [Gr. ploutos , 
wealth, -CRACY], n. The rule of wealth; 
a ruling class of the rich; the wealthy 
classes, plu'tocrat, n. plutocratic, a. 

Plutonian (plu-to'ni-an) [Gr. Plouton , 
god of the infernal regions], a. Pertaining 
to Pluto or the lower regions; infernal, 
subterranean; (Geol.) igneous. Plutonic, 
a. Plutonian; pertaining to the theory 
that most geological changes have been 
caused by igneous agency. 

pluvial (ploo'vi-al) [L. pluvia, rain], a. 
Pertaining to rain; rainy, plu'vious, a. 

ply (1) (pli) [F. pit, fold, L. plicdre , to bend]. 
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n. A fold, plait, a strand of (a rope, etc.); 
a layer. 

ply (2) [APPLY], v.t. To use or employ 
vigorously or with diligence; to work at; 
to pursue, urge; to supply (with), v.i. 
To go to and fro regularly; to be employed; 
to wait for custom. 

pneumatic (nu-msit'ik) [Gr. pneuma 
-matos, wind], a. Pertaining to or actu¬ 
ated by air; containing or filled with air. 
n.pl. The science treating of the 
mechanical properties of air and other 
gases. 

pneumonia (nu-mo'ni-&) [Gr., pneumdn, 
lung], n. Acute inflammation of the lungs, 
poach (1) (poch) [O.F. pochier, from poche, 
pocket], v.t. To cook (an egg) by dropping 
it, when divested of its shell, into boiling 
w'ater. 

poach (2) [?], v.t. To trespass on (another’s 
lands) to take game, etc.; to take game 
by illegal methods; to intrude unfairly. 
v.t. To take (game, fish, etc.) from 
another’s preserves, poacher, n. One 
who intrudes on preserves to take game, 
pock (pok) [A.-S. poc ], n. A pustule in an 
eruptive disease, as small-pox. pock- 
pitted, pocky, a. 

pocket (pok'6t) [M.E. poket, as F. poche, 
poke (1)], n. A small bag, esp. one inserted 
in the clothing or one to receive the balls 
at billiards; a measure for hops, etc.; 
a cavity in rock containing gold or other 
ore; (fig.) pecuniary means, v.t. To 
put into or keep in a pocket; to appro¬ 
priate; to put up with; to repress (one’s 
feelings); (Billiards) to drive (a ball) 
into a pocket, pocket-money, n. Money 
for occasional expenses, 
pod (pod) [?], to. A long seed-vessel, esp. 
of leguminous plants, v.t. To shell 
(peas, etc.). 

podge (poj) [?], to. A short and stout 
person, podgy, a. 

poem (po'Gm) [Gr. poiima , from poiein , 
to make], w. A metrical composition, esp. 
of an impassioned and imaginative kind, 
poesy (po'e-si) [Gr. poiSsis , as prec.], n. 
The art of poetry; (collect.) metrical 
compositions. 

poet (po'et) [Gr. poiStes, maker, poet, as 
POEM], to. A writer of poems, esp. one 
possessing high powers of imagination and 
rhythmical expression, poetas'ter, w. 
An inferior poet; a pitiful versifier, 
poetess, to. poet'ic, -al, a. Pertaining 
to or suitable for poetry; having the finer 
qualities of poetry; expressed in or fit 
to be expressed in poetry, poetics, w. 
The theory or principles of poetry, 
poetry (po'e-tri) [L. poeiria, from poeta, 
POET], to. The art of the poet, the art 
which expresses the imagination and 
feelings in sensuous and rhythmical 
language; imaginative or creative power; 
a quality that powerfully stirs the imagin¬ 
ation; (collect.) verse, poems, 
poignant (poi'nant) [O.F., from L. pungere, 
to prick], a. Sharp; pungent; piercing; 
bitter, painful, poignancy, n. 


point (point) [L. punctus , pricked], to. 
A mark made by the end of anything 
sharp, a dot; a punctuation mark; a 
particular item, place, moment, etc.; 
stage in progress or increase, as in tempera¬ 
ture, price of stocks, etc.; the precise 
moment for an event, etc., a unit in 
reckoning superiority, etc.; a salient 
quality; the essential matter, the aim, 
the exact object of discussion, the main 
purport, the gist; the sharp end of a tool, 
etc., the tip; a promontory; thread-lace 
made entirely with the needle; a tapering 
rail moving on a pivot for switching a train 
from one line to another; (fig.) pungency, 
effectiveness; (Print.) the unit of measure¬ 
ment for type-bodies, *0138 in. v.t. 
To sharpen; to mark with points, to 
punctuate; to give force or point to; to 
fill (the joints of masonry) with mortar; 
to indicate, to direct (a finger at); to 
indicate the meaning of by a gesture, v.t. 
To direct attention to; to draw attention 
to game (of a pointer or setter); to aim 
(at or towards); to face (towards), 
point-blank, a. Fired horizontally; (fig.) 
direct, flat, plain, adv. With direct aim; 
(fig.) flatly, plainly, pointsman, to. 
A man in charge of the switches on a rail¬ 
way. pointed, a. Having a sharp 
point; penetrating, cutting; referring 
to some particular person or thing; empha¬ 
sized. pointedness, n. pointer, n. 
One who or that which points; the index- 
hand of a clock; a rod for pointing on 
a blackboard, etc.; a dog trained to point 
at game, pointless, a. Having no 
point; dull, not apposite, 
poise (poiz) [O.F. poise, from L. pendere, 
to weigh], v.t. To balance, to carry in 
equilibrium; to ponder, v.i. To be 
balanced or in equilibrium; to hover, n. 
Equipoise, equilibrium, a state of inde¬ 
cision, etc. 

poison (poi'zbn) [as potion], n. A 
substance that injures or kills an organism 
into which it is absorbed; anything 
noxious to health or morality, v.t. To 
put poison in or upon; to administer 
poison to; (fig.) to taint, vitiate, pervert, 
poisoner, n. poisonous, a. 
poke (1) (pok) [F. poche), n. A bag, a sack, 
poke (2) [Teut.], v.t. To thrust, to push 
(against, etc.) with something pointed. 
v.i. (colloq.) To pry, search, n. A 
thrust, prod, nudge, poky, a. Cramped, 
stuffy (of a room, etc.), 
poker (po'k6r) [POKE (2)], n. An iron rod 
used to stir a fire; an instrument employed 
in poker-work; a gambling card-game, 
polar (po'lar) [POLE (2)], a. Pertaining 
to or situated near the poles; coming 
from the regions near the poles; pertaining 
to a magnetic pole, polar bear: A 
white arctic bear. 

pole (1) (pol) [A.-S. pal, pale (1)], n. 
A long slender piece of wood or metal, as a 
flagstaff, mast, support for tent, telegraph 
wires, etc.; the shaft of a large vehicle; 
a measure of length, 5} yards. 
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pole (2) [Gr. polos , axis], n. One of the 
extremities of the axis on which the earth 
(or other sphere) revolves; one of the 
points where the projection of this pierces 
the celestial sphere and round which the 
stars appear to revolve; one of the two 
points where the attractive or repelling 
force is greatest in a magnet; a terminal 
of an electric battery, etc.; either of the 
polar regions, pole-star, n. A bright 
star within 1J* of the northern celestial 
pole. 

Pole (3), n. A native of Poland, 
poleaxe (pfil'Sks) [poll (1), axe], n. An 
axe set on a long handle; one with a 
hammer at the back, used for slaughtering 
cattle, v.t. To kill with a poleaxe, 
polecat (pfll'k&t) [?], n. A small carnivorous 
weasel-like mammal. 

polemic (pd-lem'ik) [Gr. polemos , war], 
n. A controversy; a controversialist; 
(pi.) the art or practice of controversial 
discussion, esp. in theology, polemical, a. 
police (p6-les') [as POLICY (1)], n. The 
executive administration concerned in the 
preservation of public order; a civil force 
for the maintenance of order, detection 
of crime, and apprehension of offenders; 
(pi.) those belonging to this force, v.t. 
To control or maintain order in by means 
of police; to provide with police, police 
court : A court of summary jurisdiction, 
policeman, n. An ordinary member of 
» police force; a constable, 
policy (1) (pol'i-si) [Gr. politeia , from polis, 
city], n. Prudence in managing or 
conducting, esp. State affairs; political 
wisdom, cunning statecraft; prudent 
conduct; a course of action or administra¬ 
tion. 

policy (2) [P. police], n. A document 
containing a contract of insurance, 
polish (1) (pol'isb) [L. polire], v.t. To 
make smooth or glossy, usu. by friction; 
(Jig.) to refine, to free from coarseness. 
«.t. To take a polish, n. A smooth 
glossy surface; friction or a substance 
applied to impart a polish; refinement, 
elegance of manners. 

Polish (2) (po'iisb), o. Pertaining to 
Poland or its inhabitants, n. The 
language of the Poles. 

polite (p6-lit') [L. polltus , polished], a. 
Refined in manners; courteous; well- 
bred ; cultivated, politely, adv. polite¬ 
ness, n. 

politic (pol'i-tik) [as POLICY (1)], o. Prudent 
and sagacious; judicious, expedient; 
scheming, n.pl. The science or art of 
civil government; political affairs or 
views, polit ical, a. politician (-tish'- 
An), ». One versed in politics, a 
statesman; one engaged in or devoted 
to party politics, polity, n. The form, 
system, or constitution of the civil govern¬ 
ment of a State; the State; a body 
politic; the form of organization of any 
institution. 

polka (pol'ka) [?], n. A lively dance; 
music tor this. 


poll (p51) [M.E. polle ], n. A human head, 
esp. the part on which the hair grows; 
a register of persons, esp. those entitled 
to vote; the voting at an election, the 
number of votes polled, a. Polled; 
hornless, v.t. To remove the top of 
(trees, etc.); to crop the hair of; to cut 
off the horns of; to take the votes of. 
v.i. To give one’s vote, poll-tax, n. 
One levied on every person, poll-beast, 
-cow, -ox, n. A polled beast, one of a 
hornless breed. 

pollard (pol'ard) [poll], n. A tree with 
its top cut off so as to have a dense head 
of young branches, polled, a. Lopped. 

pollen (pol'en) [L. fine flour], n. The 
fertilizing powder of flowers. 

pollute (po-lut') [L. pollfitus, defiled], v.t. 
To make fouJ or unclean. 

polo (po'ld) [Tibetan], n. A game of 
Eastern origin resembling hockey but 
played on horseback. 

polonaise (pol'o-, po'16-naz) [F., Polish], ». 
A bodice and short skirt in one piece; a 
slow dance of Polish origin; music for this. 

polony (po-lo'ni) [?], n. A sausage of 
partly-cooked pork. 

poltroon (pol-troon') [It. poltrone , from 
poltro , sluggard], n. An arrant coward; 
a dastard, poltroonery, n. 

poly- [Gr. polus , many], comb. form. 
polyan'thus [Gr. anthos , flower], n. 
(pi. -uses) A garden variety of primula, 
polygamy (p6-lig'a-mi) [poly-, Gr. 
gamos , marriage], n. The practice or 
condition of having a plurality of wives 
or husbands at the same time, polyg'a- 
mist, n. polygamous, a. polyglot 
[Gr. glOtta , tongue], a. Expressed in or 
speaking many languages, n. A book, 
esp. the Bible, set forth in many languages, 
polygon [Gr. gdnia , angle], n. A figure 
of more than four angles or sides, polyg'- 
onal, a. polyg'ynous [Gr. guni , 
woman], a. Pertaining to or practising 
polygyny, polygyny, n. Plurality of 
wives, polyhedron [Gr. hedra, a base], 
n. (pi. -dra) A solid bounded by many 
plane sides. 

polyp (pol'ip) [as POLYPUS], n. An aquatic 
animal of low organization, the sea- 
anemone, etc. 

polypus (pol'i-pfis) [poly-, Gr. pons podos , 
foot], n. (pi. -pi) A tumour with 
ramifications growing in any of the mucous 
cavities; a polyp. 

polysyllabic (pol-i-si-lab'ik) [poly- , sylla¬ 
bic], a. Consisting of many syllables; 
characterized by polysyllables, poly¬ 
syllable, n. 

polytechnic (pol-i-tek'nik) [poly-, G*. 
lechni, art], o. Pertaining to or givin* 
instruction in many arts. n. A school 
or educational institution for instruction 
in arts and science, esp. in their practical 
application. 

polytheism (pol'i-the-izm) [poly-, Gr. 
theos, god], n. The doctrine or worship 
of a plurality of gods, polytheist, n. 
polythels'tic, a. 











pomade 


320 


populate 


pomade (po-mad\ -mad") [F. pommadc , 
from pomme, apple], n. Pomatum, 
pomatum (po-ma'tum) [L. pOmum , apple], 
n. A perfumed ointment for dressing 
the hair. 

pomegranate (pom'gr2,n-at) [pome, L. 
grdnata , seeded], n. The fruit of a N. 
African and W. Asiatic tree, with a thick, 
tough rind and acid red pulp enveloping 
numerous seeds; the tree, 
pommel (puml) [O.F. pomel , L. pdmum , 
apple], n. A round ball on the hilt of a 
sword; the upward projection at the front 
of a saddle, v.t. To beat soundly, as 
with the handle of a sword; to beat with 
fists. . 

pomp (pomp) [Gr. pompe, procession], n. 

A pageant; splendour, display or parade, 
pom-pom (pom'pom) [imit.], n. An 
automatic quick-firing gun. 
pompon (pon-pon) [F.], n. An ornament 
as a tuft or soft ball worn on women’s and 
children’s hats and shoes, a soldier’s 
shako, etc. 

pompous (pom'pus) [POMP, -OUS], a. 
Displaying pomp; ostentatious, preten¬ 
tious. pompos ity, n. 
poncho (pon'cho) [S. Am. Sp., from native], 
n. A cloak or cape, with a slit through 
which the head passes, 
pond (pond) [?], n. A body of still water, 
usu. artificial, a small lake, 
ponder (pon'der) [L. ponderare , from 
pondus -deriSy weight], v.t. To weigh care¬ 
fully in the mind; to consider, to reflect 
upon. v.i. To deliberate, to muse (on, 
over, etc.). 

ponderable (pon'd6r-abl) [as prec.], a. 
Capable of being weighed, having appreci¬ 
able weight, ponderabil ity, n. pon'- 
derous, a. Very heavy; bulky, unwieldy; 
(fig.) dull; pompous, self-important, 
poniard (pon'yard) [F. poignard , from 
poing , fist], n. A dagger, v.t. To stab 
with this. 

pontiff (pon'tif) [F. pontif, L. pontifex, 
a chief priest in ancient Rome], n. The 
Pope, pontifical, a. Pertaining to or 
befitting a pope ; papal, n. A book 
containing the forms for rites and cere¬ 
monies to be performed by bishops; (pi.) 
the vestments and insignia of a pope or a 
bishop, pontiflcally, adv. pontificate, 
v.t. To celebrate (Mass, etc.) as a bishop. 
v.i. To officiate as a bishop, esp. at Mass, 
n. The dignity, office, or term of office 
of a pope. 

pontoon (pon-toon') [F. ponton , from L. 
pons pontiSy bridge], n. A buoyant 
structure supporting a floating bridge; 
a caisson; a barge or lighter; a gambling 
card-game. 

pony (po'ni) [O.F. poulenety L. pullus , 
foal], n. A small breed of horse; (slang) 
twenty-five pounds. 

poodle (poodl) [G. pudeln , to waddle], 
n. A small dog with long silky hair, 
often clipped in fanciful style, 
pooh (poo) [imit.], int. An exclamation 
of contempt or impatience. 


pool (1) (pool) [A.-S. pol]y n. A small 
pond; a deep, still part of a stream; a 
puddle. 

pool (2) [?], n. The receptacle for the 
stakes in certain games of cards; the 
collective amount of stakes, forfeits, etc.; 
a certain game on a billiard-table; a 
combination of companies, etc., for mani¬ 
pulating prices, v.t . To put (funds, 
risks, etc.) into a common fund, 
poop (poop) [O.F. pupe, L. puppis]y n. 
The stern of a ship; a deck over the after 
part of a spar-deck. 

poor (poor) [O.F. povre , poure y L. pauper\ 
a. Needy, indigent; lacking (in); barren; 
meagre, inadequate in quantity or quality; 
unhealthy, uncomfortable; inferior, paltry, 
contemptible; insignificant, meek; pitiable 
used as a term of slight contempt or pity, 
poor-box, n. A money-box for charitable 
contributions, poorhouse, n. A work- 
house. poorly, adv. With poor results; 
defectively; despicably, a. In delicate 
health; indisposed. 

pop (pop) [imit.], v.i. To make a short, 
sharp explosive noise; to enter or issue 
forth quickly and suddenly; to dart. 
v.t. To push or thrust (in, out, up) 
suddenly; to cause (a thing) to pop. n. 
A short, sharp, explosive noise, pop-gun, 
n. A small toy gun shooting a pellet with 
air compressed by a piston, 
pope (pop) [A.-S. papa, Gr. pappas , father], 
n. The bishop of Rome as the head of 
the R.C. Church; (fig.) a person claiming 
or credited with infallibility; a priest 
in the Greek Church; a small freshwater 
fish, popedom, n. popery, n. The 
religion or ecclesiastical system of the 
Church of Rome (in a hostile sense), 
popinjay (pop'in-ja) [O.F. papingay\ n. 
A parrot; a mark like a parrot shot at 
by archers; (fig.) a conceited fop. 
popish (po'pish) [POPE, -ish], a. Pertain¬ 
ing to the Pope or to popery, papistical, 
poplar (pop'lar) [L. pdpulus]} n. A large 
tree of rapid growth, having a soft, light 
wood. 

poplin (pop'lin) [It. papalinay papal, 
because made at Avignon], n. A silk 
and worsted fabric with a ribbed surface, 
poppy (pop'i) [A.-S. popig]y n. A plant with 
large showy flowers chiefly scarlet, with 
a milky juice having narcotic properties, 
populace (pop'u-las) [L. populuSy people], 
n. The common people; the masses, 
popular (pop'u-lar) [L. populariSy as prec.], 
a. Esteemed by, pertaining to, or carried 
on by the people; suitable to the people, 
not expensive, not abstruse; prevailing 
among the people, popularity, n. 
popularize, v.t. To make popular; to 
treat in a popular style, populariza'- 
tion, n. popularly, adv. 
populate (pop'u-iat) [late L. popul&tuSy 
peopled], v.t. To furnish with inhabitants, 
to people; to inhabit, population, n. 
The inhabitants collectively; the state 
of a country with respect to the number 
of its inhabitants. 
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populous (pop'u-lus) [L. populous], a. 

Full of people; thickly populated, 
porcelain (por'slan) [It. porcellana, the 
sea-snail, porcelain], «. A fine kind of 
earthenware; ware made of this, 
porch (porch) [as PORTICO], n. A covered 
structure before an entrance; a covered 
approach to a doorway, 
porcine (pdr'sln) [L. porcus , hog], a. 

Pertaining to or resembling swine, 
porcupine (por'ku-pin) [L. porcus , hog, 
spina , thorn], n. A rodent quadruped 
covered with erectile, quill-like spines, 
pore (1) (por) [L. poms , passage], n. 
A minute opening in the skin for absorption, 
perspiration, etc.; an aperture in the 
cuticle of a plant. 

pore (2) [?], v.i. To meditate or study 
patiently and persistently (over, upon, 
etc.). 

pork (pork) [L. porcus , hog], n. The flesh 
of swine, esp. fresh, as food, porker, n. 
A pig raised for killing, esp. a young 
fattened pig. porky, a. 
porous (por'us) [PORE (1), -OUS], a. Ilaving 
pores or passages for fluids, poros'ity, n. 
porphyry (pdr'fi-ri) [Gr. porphuros , purple], 
n. An igneous rock containing feldspar 
and quartz crystals; a rock quarried in 
Egypt having a purple ground-mass, 
porpoise (pOr'pus) [O.F. porpeis (L. 
porcus , hog, piscis, fish)], n. A gregarious 
cetacean, about 5 ft. long, with a blunt 
snout. 

porridge (por'ij) [POTTAGE], n. A soft 
food made by boiling meal till it thickens, 
porringer (pdr'in-j6r) [corr. of pottager , as 
prec.], ». A small bowl for soup or 
porridge. 

port (1) (p5rt) [A.-S., from L. portus], n. 
A harbour, haven. 

port (2) (L. porta], n. A gate, esp. to a 
walled town or fortress; a port-hole, 
port-hole, n. An aperture in a ship’s 
side for light and air. 

port (3) [L. portdre , to carry], n. Carriage, 
mien, deportment. 

port (4) [Oporto], n. A strong dark-red 
wine from Portugal. 

port (5) (port) [?], n. The larboard or 
left-hand side as one looks forward, a. 
Towards or on the larboard, v.t. To 
turn (the helm) to the left side of a ship. 
v.i. To turn to port (of a ship), 
portable (por'tabl) [L. portdbilis , as PORT 
(3)], a. Capable of being easily carried, 
esp. about the person, portabil'ity, n. 
portage (por'taj) [F., as PORT (3)], n. 
Act of carrying, carriage; cost of carriage, 
portal (por'tal) [as PORT (2)], n. A door, 
gate, gateway; an entrance of an im¬ 
posing kind. 

portcullis (port-kul'is) [M.E. porte-colys, 
O.F. parte coleice], n. A strong framework 
let down to close the entrance to a castle 
in case of assault. 

Porte (port) [F. Sublime Porte, sublime gate, 
trans. of Turkish name of chief Govern¬ 
ment office], n. The Turkish Govern¬ 
ment. 


portend (p6r-tend') [L. portendere, to 
stretch], v.t. To indicate by previous 
signs, to presage; to be an omen of. 
por'tent, n. An omen, esp. of evil; a 
prodigy, a marvel, porten'tous, a. 
porter (1) (por'ter) [O.F. portour, from 
porter, to carry, as PORT (3)], n. One who 
carries parcels, etc., esp. one employed at 
a railway station; a dark-brown beer, 
porterage, n. Charge for carriage by a 
porter. 

porter (2) [O.F. porlier, as PORT (2)], n. 

A gatekeeper, doorkeeper, 
portfolio (port-fS'li-o) [It. portafogli (as 
port (3), fogli, leaves)], n. A portable case 
for holding papers, drawings, etc.; (fig.) 
the office of a minister of state, 
portico (pSr'ti-k<5) [L. porticos , from 
porta, gate], «. A colonnade; a porch 
with columns. 

portion (por'shfin) [L. portio], n. A part; 
a share, an allotment; a helping; a 
dowry, v.t. To divide, distribute; to 
allot, endow, portionless, a. 
portly (port'li) [port (3), -i,y], a. Dignified 
in mien or appearance; stout, corpulent, 
portmanteau (port-m&n'to) [F. porte- 
manteau (PORT (3), MANTLE)], n. (pi. 
-eaux) A long leather trunk for carrying 
apparel, etc., in travelling, 
portrait (por'trat) [O.F. pourtraict, por¬ 
trayed], n. A likeness of a person or 
animal; a vivid description, portraitist, 
n. A portrait-painter, portraiture, n. 
Portraits collectively; the art" of painting 
portraits or describing vividly, portray', 
v.t. (fig.y To describe vividly. 

Portuguese (por-tu-gez'), o. Pertaining 
to Portugal, n. A native or inhabitant 
(also pi.) of Portugal; the Portuguese 
language. 

pose (1) (p6z) [F. poser, L. pausare, to 
pause], v.t. To place, to cause to take a 
certain attitude; to affirm, v.i. To 
assume an attitude or character; to appear 
or set up (as), n. An attitude or position, 
esp. put on for effect. 

pose (2) [OPPOSE], v.t. To puzzle, to cause 
to be at a loss. 

position (pd-zish'fin) [L. positio, from 
pdnere , to put], n. The state of being 
placed, manner in which a thing is placed; 
posture; mental attitude, way of regarding 
anything; rank; a post, appointment; 
status, rank. 

positive (poz'i-tiv) [as prec., -ive], a. 
Definitely, authoritatively, or formally laid 
down; explicit; absolute, not relative; 
real, actual; certain, undoubted; con¬ 
fident, dogmatic; (Oram.) not com¬ 
parative or superlative; (Phot.) exhibiting 
lights and shades in the same relations as 
in nature, positively, adv. 
positivism (poz'i-tiv-izm) [prec., -ISM], 
n. The philosophical system of Comte 
(d. 1857), which recognizes only observed 
phenomena; the religious system based 
on this. 

posse (pos'i) [L., to be able], n, A body or 
force (of persons). 
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possess (p6-*es') [O.P. possessor, L. 

possidire ], v.t. To own, to have full 
power over, to control (oneself, one’s mind, 
etc.); to occupy, dominate; to acquire, 
to hold, possessed, a. Dominated (by 
an idea, etc.); controlled (as by a devil), 
mad. possession (pb-xesh'dn), n. Act 
or state of possessing; holding or occu¬ 
pancy ; that which is possessed; territory; 
(pi.) property, wealth; possessive, a. 
Of or pertaining to possession, possessor, 
n. One who possesses anything. 

posset (pos'6t) [M.E. possyt , poshote , etym. 
doubtful], n. A drink made of hot milk 
curdled with ale, wine, etc. *v.t. To 
curdle. 

possible (pos'ibl) [L. possibilis (posse, to 
be able)], o. That may happen, be done, 
or exist; that is not contrary to the nature 
of things; tolerable, reasonable, possi¬ 
bility, ». pos'sibly, adv. By any 
possible means; by a remote chance. 

post (1) (pdst) [A.-S.], n. A piece of 
timber, metal, etc., set upright; a stake, a 
stout pole. v.t. To fix on a post or in a 
public place; to fasten bills, etc., upon a 
wall, etc. 

post (3) (pGst) [L. positut, p.p. of ppnere , 
to set], n. A fixed place; a military 
station; the troops at such station; a 
trading-place, a situation, appointment; 
system of letter-conveyance; a courier, 
messenger; a post-ofiice, a dispatch of 
mails; (collect.) the letters, etc., taken 
from a post-office or letter-box or delivered 
at one time; a size of writing-paper, 
about 18J in. by 15]; (Mil.) a bugle-call 
announcing nightfall, etc. adv. Express, 
with speed, v.t. To station, place in 
position; to transmit by post; to transfer 
(accounts) to a ledger, etc. v.i. To 
travel with post-horses; to hurry, post- 
chaise, n. A vehicle for travelling by 
post, post-free, a. Without charge for 
postage, post-haste, a., adv., and n. 
Great expedition, postman, n. One 
who delivers letters brought by post, 
postmaster, n. The superintendent of 
a post-office, post office : A place for 
the receipt and delivery of letters, eta.; 
the public postal department, 
post- [L.], prej. After, behind, since, 
post-classical (p5st-klas'i-k£l), a. Later 
than the classical times of Greece and 
Rome. 

postage (pCs'tAj) (POST (2), -AGE], n. The 
fee for conveyance of a letter, etc., by post, 
postal, a. 

poster (pds'Ur) [POST (i), -ER], n. A 
large placard or advertising bill; one who 
posts this. 

posterior (pos-tSr'i-dr) [L.], a. Gaming or 
happening after; hinder, n. (u*u. in pi.) 
The buttocks. 

posterity (pos-ter'i-ti) [L. posteriias , as 
prec.}, n. Those proceeding in the future 
from any person, descendants, succeeding 
generations. 

postern (p63't6rn) [O.P. posterns (L. post, 
after)], *, A small doorway, 


posthumous (pos'tQ-mfis) [L. postumus , 
superl. of post , after], a. Born after the 
death of the father; happening after one’s 
decease; published after the death of the 
author. 

postilion (p6-stil'ydn) [P. postilion , as POST 
(2)], n. One who rides on the near horse 
of the leaders or of a pair drawing a 
carriage. 

postmeridian (p5st-m6-rid'i-An) [POST-, 
MERIDIAN], a. Of or belonging to the 
afternoon; late. 

post-mortem (p6st-ra5r't6m) [L., after 
death], a. Made or occurring after death, 
n. An examination of a dead body, 
post-obit (pdst-ob'it) [L. post, after, obitus, 
decease], a. Taking effect after death, n. 

A bond securing payment of a sum of 
money to a lender on the death of a specified 
person. 

postpone (pdst-pCn') [POST-, L. pfinere, to 
put], v.t. To put off, defer, delay; to 
regard as of minor importance, postpone¬ 
ment, n. 

postscript (pfist'skript) [POST-, L. scriptus, 
written], n. A paragraph added to a letter 
after the signature. 

postulate (pos'tu-lAt) [L. posluldtus , 
demanded], n. A position assumed with¬ 
out proof as being self-evident; a funda¬ 
mental assumption; an indispensable 
preliminary, v.t. To demand, claim, 
assume without proof, to take as self- 
evident ; to stipulate, 
posture (pos'tur) [L. positus, from poncre, 
to put], n. Pose, attitude; situation, 
condition, state (of affairs, etc.), 
posy (p6'xi) [poesy], «. A motto or short 
inscription, esp. in a ring; a nosegay, 
pot (pot) [A.-S. pott], n. A round vessel of 
earthenware or metal, usu. deep relatively 
to breadth, for holding liquids, etc., used 
for cooking, drinking, etc.; the quantity 
this holds; a flower-pot, teapot, etc. v.t. 
To put into, plant, preserve in pots, etc. 
pot-house, n. A low public-house, 
potable (pfi'tibl) [L. potdre, to drink], a. 

Drinkable, n. Anything drinkable, 
potash (pot'&sh) [POT, ASH (1)], ». Potas¬ 
sium carbonate in a crude form, orig. 
obtained from ashes of plants, potassium 
(p6-t&s'i-um), n. A bluish or pinkish 
white metallic element, 
potation (p6-ta'shun) [L. pdt&re, to drink], 
n. The act of drinking; a draught; a 
beverage; (usu. pi.) tippling, 
potato (pd-ti'td) [Haitian batata], n. (pL 
-toes) A plant with edible farinaceous 
tubers; a tuber of this, 
poteen (p6-ten') [Ir. poitin], n. Irish 
whisky illicitly distilled, 
potent (p<5't6nt) [L. pelens , being able], «. 
Powerful; having great influence; cogent; 
strong, intoxicating, patency, n. po¬ 
tently, adv. potentate, n. One who 
possesses great power; a monarch, a ruler, 
poten'tial, a. Latent; existing in pos¬ 
sibility not in actuality. potential'- 
ity, n. 

pother (po<A'6r) [?], n. Bustle, confusion. 
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potion (pd'shfin) [as POTATION], n. A 
drink, a draught, a dose, 
potpourri (pd-pu-r§') [F., rotten pot], n. 
A mixture of dried and . fragrant petals 
and spices; (Jig.) a miscellany, medley, 
potsherd (pot'shSrd) [pot sherd], n. A 
broken piece of earthenware, 
pottage (pot'aj) [F. potage], n. A kind of 
soup; porridge. 

potter (1) (pot'6r) [pot, -ER], n. A maker 
of pottery. 

potter (2) (pot'6r) [?], v.i. To work in a 
trifling, ineffective way (at, in, etc.); to 
idle (about). 

pottery (pot'6r-i) [POT], n. Earthenware; 

its making; a place where it is made, 
pottle (potl) [dim. of pot], j. A measure 
of four pints; a large taikard; a vessel 
for holding fruit. 

pouch (pouch) [O.F. poche , POKE (1)], n. 
A small bag, a detachable pocket, 
poult (pdlt) [PULLET], n. A young part¬ 
ridge, turkey, etc. poulterer, n. One 
who deals in poultry. 

poultice (pfil'tis) [pulse (2)], n. A soft 
composition for applying to sores or 
inflamed parts, v.t. To apply a poultice 
to. 

poultry (pol'tri) [poult, -rt], n. Domestic 
fowls, geese, ducks, turkeys, etc. 
pounce (pouns) [?], n. The claw of a bird 
of prey; an abrupt swoop, v.i. To 
sweep down or spring upon a’td seize, 
pound (1) (pound) [A.-S. pund , L. pondo, 
rel. to pendere , to weigh], n. A measure 
of weight, 12 oz. troy or 16 oz. av.; an 
English money of account consisting of 
20s., a sovereign. 

pound (2) [A.-S. pund , enclosure], n. An 
enclosure for confining stray cattle, etc.; a 
pen. v.t. To confine in a pound, 
pound (3) [A.-S. puniari], v.t. To crush, 
pulverize, strike heavily; to pommel; to 
walk heavily along. 

poundage (pound'aj) [pound (1), -age], n. 
An allowance of so much in the pound; a 
payment or charge per pound weight, 
pour (por) [?], v.t. To cause (liquids, etc.) 
to flow; to send (forth) in a stream or 
great numbers, v.i. To flow in a stream; 
to fall copiously (of rain); to rush in 
great numbers or in a constant stream, 
pourboire (poor-bwar') [F., for drinking], 
n. A gratuity, a tip. 

pour-parier (poor-par-la) [F., to discuss], 
n. A preliminary discussion, 
pout (pout) [M.E. pouten ], v.i. To thrust 
out the lips in sullenness, etc.; to be 
prominent (of lips), n. A protrusion of 
the lips; a fit of sullenness, pouter, n. 
One who pouts; a variety of pigeon, from 
its way of inflating its crop, 
poverty (pov'er-ti) [O.F. poverte , as 
pauper], n. State of being poor; want, 
destitution; inferiority, 
powder (pou'd6r) [F. poudre, L. pulver], 
n. Any dry substance in fine particles; 
dust; a medicine, cosmetic, etc., in the 
form of powder; gunpowder, v.t. To 
reduce \o powder; to put powder on; to 


sprinkle with fine spots or figures, v.i. 
To become like powder; to use powder for 
the face or hair, powder-monkey, n. 
( Naut .) A boy formerly employed to bring 
powder from the magazine to the guns, 
powdery, a. 

power (pou'6r) [O.F. poir, from L. posse, to 
be able], n. Ability to do; strength, 
energy; influence, authority (over); right 
or ability to control; political ascendancy; 
an influential State; the product obtained 
by multiplication of a number into itself; 
mechanical energy as dist. from hand 
labour; any apparatus for applying 
energy to mechanism; the magnifying 
capacity of a lens, powerful, a. Having 
great strength or energy; mighty, potent, 
practicable (pr&k'ti-kabl) [as practise], a. 
Capable of being done, etc., feasible, 
practicability, n. practicably, adv. 
practical (pr&k'ti-k&l) [as practise], a. 
Pertaining to, governed by practice, or 
derived from practice; experienced; 
pertaining to action not theory; such in 
effect, virtual, practically, adv. In a 
practical manner; virtually, in effect, 
practicality, n. 

practice (pr&k'tis) [as PRACTISE], n. 
Customary action or procedure; habit; 
systematic exercise of any profession, etc.; 
professional connexion; actual perform¬ 
ance as opp. to theory or intention, 
practise (prak'tis) [O.F. practiser (F. 
pratiquer), L. practicus , Or. praktikos, 
from prassein, to do], v.t. To do 
or perform habitually; to exercise a 
profession, etc.; to instruct, to exercise, 
to drill (in a subject), v.i. To exercise 
oneself; to do a thing habitually, prac¬ 
tised, a. practitioner, n. One who 
regularly practises any profession, esp. 
medicine. 

prae-, pre- [L. pros, before], pref. 
prmtor (prg'tdr) [L.], n. (Rom. Hist.) A 
magistrate in ancient Rome elected 
yearly, praetorian, a. Pertaining to a 
prajtor or to a body-guard, esp. the 
imperial body-guard established by 
Augustus, n. A soldier in this, 
pragmatic (pr&g-mSt'ik) [Gr. pragma , 
deed, from prassein, to do], a. Pertaining 
to the affairs of a State; pragmatical, 
pragmatical, a. Given to interfering 
in the affairs of others; relating to 
pragmatism, prag'matism, n. Offici¬ 
ousness; treatment of things with regard 
to causes and effects; the doctrine that 
our only test of the truth of human 
cognitions or philosophical principles is 
their practical results, 
prairie (prar'i) [F.], n. An extensive tract 
of level grass-land, usu. destitute of trees, 
esp. in the western U.S. 
praise (prSz) [O.F. preisier, L. pretium, 
price, value], v.t. To express approval 
and commendation ®f; to extol, to glorify, 
n. Approbation, encomium; glorifying, 
praisable, a. praiseworthy, a. 
prance (prans) [?], v.i. To spring or cape$ 
on the hind legs. 
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prank [?], n. A wild frolic; a practical 
joke; a gambol, a capricious action, 
prate (prat) [M.E. praten], v.i. To chatter, 
babble, cackle, n. Silly talk; unmean¬ 
ing loquacity, prater, n. 
prattle (pr&tl) ffreq. of prate], v.i. To 
talk in a childish or foolish manner, n. 
Idle talk; a babbling sound, 
prawn (prawn) [M.E. prane , prayne ], n. 

A small crustacean like a large shrimp, 
pray (pr§,) [O.F. preier, L. precari, from 
prex , prayer], v.t. To beseech, to entreat, 
to supplicate; to petition for; to address 
devoutly and earnestly, v.i. To address 
God with adoration or earnest entreaty; 
to beseech or petition (for), prayer (1) 
(pra'er), n. One who prays, 
prayer (2) (prar) [precarious], n. Act of 
praying; a solemn petition, esp. to God; 
a prescribed formula of divine worship ; a 
religious service, prayerful, a. Given 
to prayer; devout, 
pre- [L. PR.®-, before], pref. 
preach (prech) [O.F. prechier , L. praedicdre], 
v.i. To deliver a sermon or discourse on 
some religious subject; to give earnest 
advice, esp. in an obtrusive way. v.t. 
To proclaim, to expound in a public dis¬ 
course ; to teach or advocate thus, 
preacher, n. 

preamble (pre-Sm'bl) [PRE-, L. ambulare , 
to walk], n. An introductory statement, 
esp. setting forth the reasons and intentions 
of a statute. 

prebend (prebend) [L. prcebere, to grant], 
n. The stipend of a canon; the land or 
tithe yielding this; a prebendaryship. 
prebendary, n. The holder of a prebend, 
precarious (pr6-kar'i-us) [L. precarius, 
obtained by prayer, from prec&rl, to 
PRAY], a. Depending on the will of 
another or on chance; not well-established, 
doubtful. 

precaution (pre-kaw'shun) [F. precaution, 
med. L. prcecautio , (PR®-, cavtre, to 

beware)], n. Previous caution, prudent 
foresight. 

precede (pr6-s§d') [PR.®-, L. cidere, to go], 
v.t. To go before in time, rank, import¬ 
ance; to walk in front of. v.i. To have 
precedence., precedence (pr6-s§'d6ns), n. 
Act or state of preceding; priority; right 
to a higher position, precedent (pr6-se'- 
d6nt), a. Going before in time, rank, etc. 
n. (pres'6-dent) Something serving as an 
example to be followed in a similar case; 
a necessary antecedent, 
precentor (pr6-sen'tdr) [PR®-, L. cantor , 
singer], n. The leader of a choir in a 
cathedral. 

precept (pre'sept) [L. prceceptum (PR®-, 
capere, to take)], n. An injunction 
respecting conduct; a maxim, preceptor, 
n. A teacher; the head of a preceptory. 
precep'tory, n. A subordinate com¬ 
munity of the Knights Templars, 
precession (pr6-?esh'fin) [as PRECEDE], n. 
Precedence in time or order, 
piecinct (pre'sinkt) [pre-, L. cinctus , girt], 
n . The space enclosed by the boundaries 


of a place, esp. a church; (pi.) the en¬ 
virons (of). 

precious (presh'us) [L. pretidsus, from 
pretium , price], a. Of great price or 
value; highly esteemed, dear; affected, 
over-refined in manner, etc. preciosity, 
n. Over-fastidiousness or affected deli¬ 
cacy, esp. in the use of words, 
precipice (pres'i-pis) [L. prcecipitium], n. 

A vertical or very steep cliff, 
precipitate (pr6-sip'i-tat) [L. prcecipitdre], 
v.t. To throw headlong; to urge on 
eagerly, to hasten; (Chem.) to cause (a 
substance) to be deposited from a solution. 
v.i. To fall to the bottom of a vessel (of 
a substance in solution); to condense and 
be deposited in drops (of vapour), a. 
(-tat) Headlong; rushing with haste and 
violence; hasty, rash. n. A solid sub¬ 
stance deposited from solution, pre¬ 
cipitation, n. 

precipitous (pr6-sip'i-tds) [as PRECIPICE], 
a. Like a precipice, very steep; hasty, 
rash. 

precis (pra-s§') [F.], n. An abstract, 
summary. 

precise (pr6-sls') [L. prceclsus (PR®-, ccedere , 
to cut)], a. Definite, exact; strictly 
observant of rule, punctilious, precisian 
(-sizh'&n), n. A punctilious person, pre¬ 
cision (pr6-sizh'un), n. 
preclude (pr6-klood') [PR®-, L. claudere , 
to shut], v.t. To shut out, exclude; to 
prevent; to render inoperative, pre¬ 
clusion, n. 

precocious (pr^-ko'shtiis) [PR®-, L. coquere, 
to cook], a. Developing before the normal 
time; prematurely developed intellectu¬ 
ally ; forward, pert, precocity (-kos'i-ti), 
n. State of being precocious, 
preconceive (pre-k6n-sev') [PRE~, con¬ 
ceive], v.t. To form an opinion of before¬ 
hand. preconception, n. preconcert', 
v.t. To agree by previous arrangement, 
precursor, n. A forerunner; one who 
precedes the approach of anything, a 
predecessor in office, etc. 
predatory (pred'4-t6r-i) [L. prced&tor, 
plunderer, prceda, booty], a. Plundering; 
addicted to pillage; living by preying on 
others (of animals). 

predecease (pr§-d6-s6s') [PRE-, decease], 
ru The death of a person before some 
other, v.t. To die before (a particular 
person). 

predecessor (prg'd6-ses-6r) [PR®-, L. 
decessor , from dScedere, to go away], n. 
One who precedes another in any office, 
etc.; a thing preceding another thing; an 
ancestor. 

predestinate (prg-des'ti-nat) [PR®-, L. 
destinare, to destine], predestine, v.t. To 
appoint beforehand by irreversible decree; 
to pre-ordain; to predetermine, a. (-nat) 
Ordained beforehand, predestinarian, 
a. Pertaining to predestination, n. A 
believer in this, predestina'tion, n. 
The act of God in foreordaining some to 
salvation and some to perdition, 
predetermine (pr€-d6-t£r'min) [PRE- 
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DETERMINE], v. To determine beforehand; 
to foreordain, predeterminate, a. pre¬ 
determination, to. 

predicable (pred'i-k&bl) [as predicate], a. 
Capable of being affirmed of something, 
n. Anything that may be predicated of 
something, predicabil'ity, n. 
predicament (pr6-dik'a-ment) [as prec.], 
n. That which is predicated, a category; a 
particular state, condition, etc., esp. an 
unpleasant one. 

predicate (pred'i-kat) [PRE-, L. dicatus, 
proclaimed], v.t. To affirm, to assert as a 
property, etc. (of a thing), v.i. To make 
an affirmation, n. (-kat) That which is 
affirmed or denied of the subject; {Gram.) 
the entire statement made about the 
subject, predication, to. predic'ative, a. 
predict (pr6-dikt') [PRE-, L. dictus , said], 
v.t. To tell beforehand; to prophesy, 
prediction (-dik'shfin), n. Act of pre¬ 
dicting; a prophecy. 

predilection (pre-di-lek'shfin) [PRE-, L. 
dllectio , as DILIGENT], n. A prepossession 
in favour of something, a preference, a 
partiality. 

predispose (pr3-dis-pSz') [pre-, dispose], 
v.t. To dispose or incline beforehand; to 
make liable to. predisposition (-zish'- 
un), n. 

predominate (pre-dom'i-nat) [pre-, domi¬ 
nate], v.i. To be superior in strength, 
influence, or authority; to prevail. 

predominance, -nancy, n. predomi¬ 
nant, a. 

pre-eminent [PRE-, eminent] a. Eminent 
beyond others; superior to all others. 

pre-eminence, to. 

pre-emption, to. Act or right of buying 
before others. 

preen (pr§n) [?], v.t. To trim (feathers) 
with the beak (of birds), 
preface (pref'as) [PRE-, L. f&rl, to speak], 
n An introduction; a preamble, pre¬ 
lude. v.t. To furnish with a preface; to 
introduce (with preliminary remarks, etc.), 
prefator'ial, pref'atory, a. 
prefect (pre'fekt) [L. proefeclus , an overseer], 
n. {Rom. Ant.) A governor, a chief 
magistrate; in France, the civil governor 
of a department; a school monitor, 
prelector ial, a. prefecture, n. The 
office or jurisdiction of a prefect, 
prefer (pr6-fer') [pre-, L. ferre, to bear], 
v.t. To set before, to like better; to bring 
forward; to promote, pref'erable, a. 
preferably, adv. preference, n. Act 
of preferring one thing to another; choice; 
favour displayed towards a person or 
country before others, preferential, a. 
(riving, receiving, or constituting pre¬ 
ference ; favouring certain countries, 
preferment, to. Promotion, 
prefigure (pr£-fig'ur) [PRE-, figure], v.t. 
To represent by antecedent figures; to 
picture to oneself beforehand, preflgura'- 
tion, to. 

prefix (pr6-fiks') [PRE-, Fix], v.t. To put 
in front of; to attach at the beginning, 
n. (pre'fiks) A letter or syllable put at 


the beginning of a word to modify the 
meaning. 

pregnant (preg'nant) [L. prceynans (PR®-, 
gndsci, to be born)], a. Being with young ;• 
full of meaning, significant, pregnancy, n. 
prehensile (pre-hen'sil) [L. prehensus , laid 
hold of], a. Grasping; adapted to seizing 
or grasping, as the tails of monkeys, 
prehistoric (pre-his-tor'ik) [pre-, hlstoric], 
a. Pertaining to time prior to that known 
to history. 

prejudice (prej'u-dis) [L. prcejddicium 
(judex, judge)], w. Opinion formed without 
due consideration; damage arising from 
unfair judgment or action, v.t. To bias; 
to affect injuriously, esp. to impair the 
validity of a right, etc. prejudicial 
(-dish'al). a. Causing prejudice or 
injury; detrimental. 

prelate (prel'at) [pre-, L. Idtus, borne], w. 
A high ecclesiastical dignitary as arch¬ 
bishop, bishop, etc. prelacy, to. pre- 
lat'ic, a. 

preliminary (pr6-lim'i-na-ri) [PRE-, L. 
Ilmen , threshold], a. Introductory, «. 
Something introductory; {pi.) prepara¬ 
tory arrangements, etc. 
prelude (prel'Gd) [PRE-, L. IxLdere, to play], 
to. Something introductory or prepara¬ 
tory to that which follows, v.t. To per¬ 
form or serve as a prelude to. 
premature (prem'a-tur) [pre-, mature], a, 
ltipe or mature too soon; happening, etc., 
before the proper time, 
premeditate (pr6-med'i-tat) [PRE-, medi¬ 
tate], v.t. To meditate on or plan and 
contrive beforehand, v.i. To deliberate 
previously, premedita tion, to. 
premier (pr6'mi-6r) [F., as PRIMARY], «.. 
The prime minister of Great Britain or a 
British colony, premiership, to. 
premise (prem'is) [pre-, L. missus , sent], 
to. A proposition from which another is 
inferred; {pi.) land, buildings, and 
appurtenances, v.t. (pr6-miz') To put 
forward as preparatory; to lay down as an 
antecedent proposition or condition, 
premium (pre'mi-um) [pre-, L. emere , to 
buy], to. A reward; a sum paid in 
addition, a bonus; a fee for instruction in 
a craft, profession, etc.; a payment made 
for insurance; selling price above nominal 
value. 

premonition (pre-md-nish'un) [PRE-, L. 
rnonere , to warn], to. Previous warning or 
notice, premonitory, a. 
preoccupy (pre-ok'u-p!) [PRE-, OCCUPY], 
v.t. To take possession of beforehand or 
before another; to engross (the mind, etc.), 
pre-ordain (pre-or-dan') [PRE-, ordain], 
v.t. To ordain beforehand, pre-ordina'- 
tion, to. 

prepaid (pre-pad') [PRE-, PAID], a. Paid 
in advance (as postage, etc.), 
prepare (pre-par') [pre-, L. par dr e, to 
make ready], v. To make ready; to 
bring into a suitable condition, to fit for a 
certain purpose, preparation, to. pre¬ 
paratory, a. Tending or serving to 
prepare; introductory (to). 
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prepay (pr§-pa') [PRE-, pay (1)], v.t. To 
pay in advance, prepayment, n. 
prepense (pr6-pens') [O.F. purpenser], a. 

Premeditated, deliberate, 
preponderate (pr6-pon'd6r-at) [PRE-, L. 
pander&re , to ponder], v.i. To be 
superior or to outweigh in power, influence, 
etc. preponderance, n. preponder¬ 
ant, a. 

preposition (prep-6-zish'dn) [PRE-, L. 
positus , put], n. A word used to express 
the relations of a word to another word. 

prepositional, a. 

prepossess (pr§-pd-zes') [PRE-, POSSESS], 
v.t. To occupy beforehand; to bias (esp. 
favourably); to preoccupy (of an idea, 
etc.), prepossessing, a. Biasing; at¬ 
tractive. 

preposterous (pr£-pos't6r-ils) [PRE-, L. 
posterns , coming after], a. Contrary to 
nature or common sense; foolish, absurd, 
preposterously, adv. 
prerogative (pr6-rog'&-tiv) [PRE-, L. 
rogdtus , asked], n. An exclusive right 
vested in a particular person or body, 
presage (pres'aj) [PRE-, L. sagire, to 
perceive quickly], n. Something that 
foretells a future event an omen; pre¬ 
sentiment. v.t. (pi-6-saj 7 ) To foreshadow, 
betoken; to forebode, 
presbyter (prez'bi-t6r) [Gr. presbuteros , 
elder], n. An elder; a minister of a 
presbytery. Presbyterian, n. An ad¬ 
herent of Presbyterianism, a. Pertaining 
to Church government by presbyters; 
governed by presbyters; denoting a 
Church governed by elders, including 
ministers, all equal in rank. Presby¬ 
terianism, n. pres'bytery, n. A body 
of elders. 

prescient (presh'i-6nt) [PRE-, L. sciens , 
knowing], a. Foreknowing, far-seeing. 

prescience, n. 

prescribe (pre-skrlb') [PRE-, L. scribere, to 
write], v.t. To lay down with authority; 
{Med.) to direct to be used as a remedy. 
v.i. To write directions for medical 
treatment. prescription, n. Act of 
prescribing; that which is prescribed; 
{Law) long-continued use or possession, 
as giving right or title, prescriptive, a. 
Acquired or authorized by long use. 
presence (prez'6ns) [as present], n. 
Quality or state of being present; situa¬ 
tion face to face with a person or persons; 
approach to a person of high rank; mien, 
deportment. 

present (1) (prez'ent) [L. proesentem , nom. 
-ens, pres. p. of prceesse (PR®-, esse, to be)], 
a. Being in a place referred to; being in 
view, at hand, or under consideration; 
now existing; {Oram.) expressing w’hat is 
actually going on. n. The present time; 
{Gram.) the present tense; {pi.) these 
writings, this document itself, 
present (2) (pre-zent') [as prec.], v.t. To 
introduce to the acquaintance or presence 
of; to exhibit, to offer to the sight: to 
point (a gun, etc.); to give in a ceremonious 
way. ». (prez'ent) That which is pre¬ 


sented, a gift, presen'table, a. Fit to 
be presented; of suitable appearance, 
presentation, n. Act of presenting; a 
formal offering; a gift; a theatrical repre¬ 
sentation ; a formal introduction to a 
superior personage or a sovereign; act or 
right of presenting to a benefice, 
presentiment (pr6-zen'ti-m6nt) [PRE-, 
SENTIMENT], n. Vague anticipation of an 
impending event, esp. of evil, a foreboding, 
presently (prez'ent-li) [present (1), -LY], 
adv. Soon, shortly; ^at once, immediately, 
presentment (pr6-zent'm6nt) [present 
(2), -ment], n. Act of presenting; a 
theatrical representation, a likeness, 
semblance. 

preserve (pr6-z5rv') [PRE-, L. servdre, to 
keep], v.t. To keep safe, to save; to 
maintain in good condition; to keep 
intact or from decay or decomposition; to 
keep for private use by preventing poach¬ 
ing, etc. n. Fruit, etc., prepared with 
preservative substances; a place where 
game is preserved, preservation, n. 
preservative, o. Having the power of 
preserving from injury, decay, or corrup¬ 
tion. n. That which preserves, pre¬ 
server, n. 

preside (pr6-zld') [PRE-, L. sedere, to sit], 
v.i. To act as director, chairman, or 
president; to superintend, pres idency, 
n. Office, jurisdiction, or term of office 
of a president, president, n. One who 
presides over a body of persons; the chief 
magistrate of the government in a modern 
republic, presidential, a. 
press (1) (pres) [L. pressure ], v.t. To push 
down against with steady force; to squeeze, 
crush, compress; to crowd upon; to urge. 
v.i. To exert pressure, bear heavily; to 
be urgent; to crowd, n. The act of 
pressing, urging, or crowding; a throng; 
urgency, hurry; a cupboard for storing 
things; an instrument for compressing 
any substance; {collect.) printed (esp. 
periodical) literature. pressman, n. 
One who works a printing-press; a 
journalist, pressing, a. Urgent, im¬ 
portunate. 

press (2) [L. proest&re (PRJ2-, stare , to come 
forward, to stand)], v.t. To force into 
naval or military service, press-gang, n. 
A detachment of men employed to impress 
men. 

pressure (presh'iir) [L. pressura ], n. 
Act of pressing; state of being pressed; a 
force steadily exerted by one body upon 
or against another; amount of this; 
{fig.) urgency, rush; straits, trouble; 
oppression; compulsion. 
prestige (pres-tezh') [L. prcestlgium, 
glamour], n. Influence derived from 
former fame, achievements, etc. 
presto (pres'to) [It.], adv. (Mus.) Quickly. 
a. Quick. 

presume (pr6-zum') [PRE-, L. sfimere, to 
take], v.t. To venture on without leave; 
to take for granted, v.i. To form over¬ 
confident or arrogant opinions; to behave 
with assurance, presumable, a. pre- 
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sumably, presumedly, adv. presum¬ 
ing, a. Presumptuous, presumption 
(-zump'shiin), n. presump'tive, a. Giv¬ 
ing grounds for or based on presumption, 
presumptuous (pr6-zump'tu-us) [as prec.], 
a. Pull of presumption; forward; ven¬ 
turesome. 

pretend (pr^-tend') [pre-, L. tendere, to 
stretch], v.t. To assume the appearance 
of; to feign; to simulate, v.i. To make 
believe; to put forward a claim (to), 
pretence', n. A claim; a false profession; 
a pretext; show, ostentation; act of 
feigning, pretender, n. pretension, 
n. Assumption of a claim, true or false, 
pretentious, a. 

preter- [L. prater, past, beyond], pref. 
Beyond; beyond the range of; more than, 
preterhuman (pre-t6r-hu'man), a. More 
than human, superhuman, 
preterit (pret'6r-it) [L. prceteritus, gone by], 
a. (Gram.) Denoting completed action or 
existence in past time. ». The preterit 
tense. 

preternatural (pr6-t6r-n&t'u-rAl) [preter-, 
NATURAL], a. Beyond what is natural; 
out of the regular course of nature, 
pretext (prg'tekst) [pre-, L. textus , woven], 
n. An excase; an ostensible motive, 
pretty (prit'i) [A.-S. prcetig , from prat, 
trickery], a. Having beauty of a slight 
kind; attractive, but lacking in the perfect 
proportions of beauty, adv. Tolerably, 
moderately, prettily, adv. Daintily; 
pleasingly to the eye, ear, etc. pretti- 
ness, n. 

prevail (pr6-vSl') [PRE-, L. valire, to be 
strong], v.i. To have the mastery or 
victory (over); to have or gain influence 
or effect (upon); to be in vogue, prev'- 
alence, n. Act of prevailing; superiority; 
frequency, currency, prevalent, a. 
prevaricate (pr6-var'i-kat) [L. prcev&rlcatus, 
straddled, shuffled], v.i. To shuffle, 
quibble; to act evasively, prevarica'- 
tion, n. 

prevent (prg-vent') [L. prceventus , p.p. of 
praevenlre, to precede], v.t. To hinder, 
thwart; to go before, to precede, pre¬ 
ventable, -ible, a. Capable of pre¬ 
vention. preventative [preventive]. 
prevention, n. Act of preventing; 
obstruction, preventive, a. Tending to 
hinder, n. That which prevents; a 
medicine or precaution to ward off disease, 
previous (pre'vi-us) [L. PR2E, via, way], a. 
Going before, prior (to), previously, 
adv. previousness, n. 
prevision (pre-vizh'iin) [PRE-, VISION], 
n. Foresight. 

prey (pra) [L. prasda, booty], n. That 
which may be seized and devoured by 
animals; spoil, plunder, v.i. To take 
booty; to take food by violence, 
price (pris) [O.F. pris, L. pretium, as 
PRAISE], n. The amount for which a 
thing is sold; estimation, value, v.t. 
To value, appraise; to ask the price of. 
priceless, a. Invaluable, inestimable, 
prick (prik) [A.-S. prica], n. Act of 


pricking; state or sensation of being 
pricked; a puncture; a small mark made 
by or as by pricking; a pointed instrument, 
t’.f. To puncture; to cause (the ears) to 
point upwards, v.i. To ride rapidly, to 
spur on. prick-eared, a. Having erect 
or pointed ears (of dogs, etc.), 
prickle (prikl) [A.-S. pricel], n. A small, 
sharp point; a thorn-like growth, v.t. 
To give a pricking sensation to. v.i. To 
have such a sensation, prickly, a. Full 
of prickles; itching, stinging, 
pride (prld) [A.-S. pryto], n. Inordinate 
self-esteem; insolence, arrogance; sense 
of dignity, self-respect; generous elation 
or a source of this. 

priest (prest) [A.-S. preost, as presbyter], 
n. One who officiates in sacred rites, esp. 
by offering sacrifice; a minister below a 
bishop and above a deacon, priestcraft, 
n. Priestly policy based on material 
interests, priest-ridden, a. Dominated 
or swayed by priests, priesthood, n. 
priestly, a. 

prig (prig) [?], n. A conceited or didactic 
person; a thief, v.t. To steal, priggish, 
a. Conceited, affectedly precise, formal, 
prim (prim) [?], a. Formal, affectedly 
proper, demure, primly, adv. 
prima (pre'mA) [It.], a. First, principal, 
prima donna (don'4) : A chief female 
singer in an opera. 

primacy (pri'ma-si) [L. prlmdtus, as PRIME 
(1)], n. The dignity or office of a primate, 
prima facie (prl-ma-f&'shi-g) [L.], adv. At 
first sight, on the first impression, 
primal (prl'm&l) [as PRIME (1)], a. Fri- 
mary, primitive; fundamental, 
primary (pri'ma-ri) [L. primdrius, as 
PRIME (1)], a. First in time, order, 
importance, or origin; radical, funda¬ 
mental; chief; lowest in development, 
elementary, n. That which stands first 
in order, rank, or importance; a planet, 
primate (prl'mat) [as PRIME (1)], n. The 
chief prelate in a national episcopal church, 
an archbishop, primatial (-mi'shal), a. 
primates (pri-ma'tez) [pi. of prec.], n.pl. 
The highest order of mammals, comprising 
man, monkeys, and lemurs, 
prime (1) (prim) [L. primus , first], a. 
First in time, rauk, excellence, or import¬ 
ance; chief; first-rate; primary; in full 
vigour; divisible by no integral factors 
except itself and unity, n. Period or 
state of highest perfection; the best 
part. 

prime (2) [?], v.t. To prepare (a gun) for 
firing; to supply (with information or 
with liquor); to lay the first coat of paint, 
etc., on. 

primer (prim'er, prl'mgr) [as PRIMARY], n. 
An elementary reading book; a short 
introductory book; (primer) one of two 
sizes of type, great primer and long 
primer. 

primeval (prl-mS'v&l) [prime (1), L. 
eevum, age], a. Belonging to the earliest 
ages, primitive. 

priming (prl'ming) [PRIME (2), -ING], n. 
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Act of preparing a fire-arm for discharge; 
the powder for a flint gun, or for connecting 
a blasting-charge with the fuse; a first 
layer of paint, etc. 

primitive (prim'i-tiv) [L. prlmitlvus , as 
prime (1)], a. Pertaining to the earliest 
periods; ancient, original; (Oram.) 
radical, not derivative; plain, old- 
fashioned. primitively, ady. 
primogeniture (pri-m6-jen'i-tur) [prime, 
P. gmiteur], n. Seniority by birth amongst 
children of the same parents; the system 
under which, in cases of intestacy, the 
eldest son succeeds. 

primordial (prI-mdr'di-41) [L. primus, 
prime, ordlrl, to begin], a. First in order, 
primary; existing at or from the beginning, 
n. A first principle or element, 
primrose (prim'roz) [L. prima r6sa , early 
rose], n. A common British wild plant, 
flowering in early spring, a. Like a 
primrose; of a pale yellow colour; flowery, 
prince (prins) [L. prince ps], n. The ruler 
of a principality or small state; a son or 
grandson of a monarch, prince of the 
Church : A cardinal, prince royal, n. 
The eldest son of a sovereign, princedom, 
n. The rank or jurisdiction of a prince, 
prlncelet, princeling, n. A petty 

E rince. princely, a. Pertaining to or 
efitting a prince; stately, dignified, 
princess, n. 

principal (prin'si-pal) [L. principdlis, 
as prec.], a. Chief, main; first in rank, 
authority, importance, etc. n. A presi¬ 
dent, governor, head of a college, etc.; 
a chief actor, the chief party; a person 
employing another as agent; a capital 
gum invested or lent. principality, n. 
The territory or jurisdiction of a prince; 
the country from which he derives his title; 
(pi.) one of the orders of angels, prin¬ 
cipally, adv. Chiefly, mainly, for the most 
part. 

principle (prin'sipl) [as PRINCE], n. A 
fundamental cause, doctrine or tenet; a 
comprehensive truth or proposition; a 
rule of action or conduct deliberately 
adopted; a law of nature, 
print (print) [O.F. preinte , from preint, 
p.p. of preindre, L. premere , to press], n. 
A mark made by pressure, an impression, 
esp. from type; printed matter; an 
engraving, a newspaper, etc.; printed 
cloth; a positive image produced from a 
negative, v.t. To mark by pressure; 
to take an impression of, to stamp; to 
make copies of by pressure, as from inked 
types, etc.; to publish, v.t. To practise 
the art of printing; to publish, printer, 
n. One engaged in printing, printing, n. 
Act, process, or practice of impressing 
letters, etc., on paper, etc., the business 
of a printer, printing-press, n. A 
printing-machine. 

prior (1) (pri'or) [L.], a. Former, pre¬ 
ceding ; earlier, adv. Previously, n. 
A superior of a monastic house next 
below an abbot, prioress, n. prior'ity, 
n. State of being prior (in time, rank, 


etc.), priory, n. A religious house 
governed by a prior or prioress, 
prise (priz) [prize (2)], v.t. To wrench; 
to force open with a lever, 
prism (prizm) [Gr. prisma , from prizein, 
to saw'], n. A solid having similar, equal, 
and parallel plane ends, its sides forming 
similar parallelograms; a transparent 
solid of this form used in optics, pris¬ 
matic, a. 

prison (priz'dn) [O.F. prison , L. prensio , 
from prehendere , to seize], n. A place of 
confinement for criminals; confinement, 
captivity, v.t. To imprison, prisoner, 
n. One confined in a prison; a captive, 
pristine (pris'tin) [L. pristinus], a. Per¬ 
taining to an early state; ancient, primi¬ 
tive. 

private (prl'v&t) [L. prlvatus , set apart], a. 
Not public; secluded; confidential; not 
official; personal, one’s own; secretive, 
n. A soldier in the ranks, privacy 
(prl'va-si, priVa-si), n. 
privateer (prl-v&-ter') [prec., -eer], n. 
A privately owned ship commissioned for 
war; one who engages in privateering, 
privation (pri-vft'shun) [L. prhatio , as 
private], n. Deprivation or lack of what 
is necessary; want; negation (of), 
pri'vative, a. Causing or expressing 
privation or absence of a quality, etc., 
negative. 

privet (privet) [?], n. An evergreen, 
white-flowered shrub used for hedges, 
privilege (priv'i-lej) [L. prlvilSgium ], n. 
A benefit, right, or immunity ; favour, a 
special advantage; an exemption pertain¬ 
ing to an office, v.t. To invest with a 
privilege, privileged, a. 
privy (priv'i) [as private], a. Hidden, 
clandestine, private, n. A latrine, a 
necessary. Privy Council : The private 
council of the British sovereign, privily, 
adv. Secretly, privately, privity, «. 
The state of being privy to (certain facts, 
etc.). 

prize (1) (prlz) [O.F. pris, price], n. The 
reward of merit or superiority in a com¬ 
petition, exhibition, etc. v.t. To value 
highly, to esteem, prize-fight, n. A 
boxing-match for stakes, 
prize (2) [F. prise, a taking], n. That 
which is taken from an enemy in war, esp. 
a ship. 

pro (pr5) [L.], prep. For. pro and con 
[L. pro et contra ] : For and against; 
on both sides. 

pro- [L. pro, before, in front of, in favour 
of, in the place of, on account of], pref. 
probability (prob-A-bil'i-ti) [as foil.], n. 

Quality of being probable; likelihood, 
probable (prob'abl) [L., as prove], a. 
Having more evidence for than against, 
likely, probably, adv. 
probate (pro'bat) [L. probdtus, proven], n. 
The official proving or a certified copy of a 
will. 

probation (pr6-bft'shun) [L. probatio, as 
prec.], n. A proving or testing of char¬ 
acter, ability, etc.; a period of trial; a 
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method of dealing with young criminals; 
evidence, proof, probational, a. pro¬ 
bationary, a. Undergoing probation, 
probationer, n. One on probation; an 
offender under probation, 
probe (prfib) [as proof], n. A surgical 
instrument for exploring cavities, wounds, 
etc. v.t. To search or examine (a wound, 
nicer, etc.) with a probe; (fig.) to scrutinize 
thoroughly 

probity (prob'i-ti) [F. probit4, L. probus , 
good], n. Tried honesty, sincerity; 
rectitude. 

problem (prob'lem) [Qr. problemd ], n. A 
question proposed for solution, or involving 
doubt or difficulty, problematic, -al, a. 
Doubtful, questionable, problematic¬ 
ally, adv. 

proboscis (pro-bos'is) [Or. proboskis], n. 
(pi. -ides, -i-dez) The trunk of an 
elephant, snout of a tapir, etc.; the 
elongated mouth of some insects, 
procedure (pro-sS'dyur) [proceed, -ure], 
n. Act or manner of proceeding; a 
course of action. 

proceed (prd-sSd') [PRO-, L. cedere , to go], 
v.t. To go on; to advance; to carry 
on a series of actions; to take steps; to 
issue, to originate; to take a degree, pro¬ 
ceeding, n. Progress; a line of conduct, 
a transaction; (pi.) steps in the prosecu¬ 
tion of an action at law; (pi.) the records 
of a learned society, pro'ceeds, n.pl. 
Material results, profits, 
process (pro'ses) [PRO-, L. cessus , gone], n. 
A course or method of proceeding; a pro¬ 
gressive movement or state of activity; 
the course of proceedings in an action at 
law; a writ commencing this, 
procession (prd-sesh'un) [as prec.], it. A 
.train of persons proceeding in formal 
march. 

proclaim (pr6-klam') [PRO-, L. clam&re , 
to cry out], v.t. To announce or declare 
publicly or openly, to publish; to outlaw. 

proclamation, n. 

proclivity (pro-kliv'i-ti) [pro-, L. clivus, 
slope], n. Tendency, bent, 
procrastinate (prd-kr&s'ti-nSt) [PRO-, L. 
crastinus , pertaining to to-morrow], v. 
To put off action; to be dilatory; to 
defer, procrastination, n. 
procreate (pro'kre-at) [PRO-, L. cre&tus, 
created], v.t. To generate, to beget, 
procreation, n. 

proctor (prok'tor) [PROCURATOR], n. A 
University official maintaining order and 
discipline; one employed to manage 
another’s cause, esp. in an ecclesiastical 
court, proctorial, a. 
procumbent (pr6-k&m'b6nt) [PRO-, L. 
cumbens , lying down], o. Lying down on 
the face, prone. 

procuration (prok-u-ra'shfin) [as PROCURE], 
n. Action on behalf of another, function 
of attorney, a proxy. 

procurator (prok'u-ra-tbr) [as foil.], n. 
One who manages another’s affairs, an 
agent, attorney. 

procure (prok-Or') [PRO-, L. curare, to see 


to], v.t. To obtain, to acquire, to gain, 
procurable, a. 

prod (prod) [?], v.t. To poke with « 
pointed instrument, 
prod- [PRO-, before vowels], pref. 
prodigal (prod'i-gjil) [prod-, L. agere , 
to drive], a. Oiven to extravagant 
expenditure; lavish (of), n. A spend¬ 
thrift. prodigality, n. Extravagance; 
lavishness, waste, prodigally, adv. 
prodigy (prod'i-ji) [L. prOdigium, portent], 
n. Something wonderful or extraordinary; 
a person with extraordinary gifts or 
qualities; a monstrosity, prodigious 
(pr6-dij'fis), a. 

produce (pr6-dus') [pro-, L. dilcere , to 
lead], v.t. To bring into view; to exhibit* 
to bring into existence; to yield, to manu¬ 
facture ; to cause; (Geom.) to continue 
(a line) in the same direction, n. (prod'us) 
That which is produced or yielded; result, 
producible, a. 

product (prod'fikt) [as prec.], n. That 
which is produced by-natural processes, 
labour, art, or mental application; effect, 
result; number resulting from multi¬ 
plication. production, n. Act of pro¬ 
ducing, esp. as opposed to consumption * 
a product, productive, a. Producing- 
fertile. ’ 

proem (pr5'6m) [pro-, Gr. oimos , way 
or oime, song], n. A preface, introduction, 
prelude. 

profane (prd-fan') [PRO-, L. fdnum , temple], 
a. N ot sacred, secular; irreverent 
blasphemous, v.t. To treat with irrever¬ 
ence ; to desecrate, pollute, profanation 
(prof-6-na'shun), n. profanity (-fan'i-ti), 
n. The use of profane language, 
profess (pro-fes') [PRO-, L. fateri , to con¬ 
fess], v.t. To avow publicly; to affirm 
one’s belief in or allegiance to; to teach 
(a subject) as a professor, v.i. To make 
protestations or show of. profes'sedly, 
adv. By profession; avowedly; osten¬ 
sibly. profession (-fesh'un), n. Act of 
professing; an avowal; a protestation, 
a pretence; a vocation, esp. one involving 
high qualifications; the body of persons 
engaged in such a vocation, professional, 
a. Pertaining to a profession, as opp. to 
amateur, n. A member of a profession; 
one who makes his living by some art, 
sport, etc. professionalism, n. pro¬ 
fessor, n. One who makes profession, 
esp. of a religious faith; a public teacher 
in a University, professoriate, pro¬ 
fessorship, n. professorial, a. 
proffer (prof'er) [PRO-, L. offerre , to offer], 
v.t. To offer or tender, n. An offer, 
proficient (pro-fish'ent) [as profit], a. 
Skilled in any art, science, etc., expert. ». 
An adept, an expert, proficiency, n 
profile (pro'fil) [pro-, L. fil&re, to spin], n . 
An outline; a side view, esp. of the human 
face. 

profit (profit) [ prdfectus , advanced], n. 
Any benefit resulting from labour; excess 
of receipts over outlay, gain. v.t. To 
benefit, be of advantage to. v.i. To 
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receive benefit or advantage (by or from), 
profitable, a. Yielding or bringing 
profit; beneficial, useful, profiteer', n. 
One who, esp. at a time of national stress, 
makes undue profit at the expense of the 
public, profiteering, n. profitless, a. 
profligate (prof'li-g&t) [L. prbfllg&tus, cast 
down], a. Abandoned to vice, dissolute; 
wildly extravagant, n. A profligate per¬ 
son. profligacy, «. _ . , 

profound (pro-found') [PRO-, L. fundus, 
bottom], a. Having great insight or 
knowledge; requiring great study, abstruse, 
deep; reaching to or coming from a great 
depth; very low (as an obeisance), n. 
An abyss; chaos, profun'dity, n. 
profuse (pro-fus') [PRO-, L. fusus, poured], 
a. Poured forth lavishly, copious; ex¬ 
travagant. profusion, n. 
progenitor (projen'i-tbr) [PRO-, L. genitor , a 
parent], n. An ancestor in the direct 
line; C fig.) an original, 
progeny (proj'e-ni) [L. progenies , as prec.], 
n. Offspring, descendants, 
prognosis (prog-no'sis) [PRO-, Gr. gignds- 
kein, to know], n. (pi. -oses) An 
opinion as to the probable result, esp. of an 
illness. 

prognostic (prog-nos'tik) [as prec.]. 

An omen, a token; a forecast; (Med.) a 
symptom, o. Foreshowing, prognos¬ 
ticate, v.t. To foreshadow, presage 
betoken, prognostication, n. 
programme (pro'gr&m) [Gr. programma 
(PRO-, graphein , to write)], n. A list of 
items of an entertainment, etc.; a plan 
of proceedings to be carried out. 
progress (pro'gr6s, prog'r&s) [PRO-, L. 

* gressus , walked], n. A going forwrard; 
movement onward, advance, development. 
v.i. (-gres') To advance; to be carried on; 
to develop, progression (-gresh'un), n. 
Motion onward; regular or proportional 
advance, progressional, a. progres - 
sive, o. and n. A progressive person, esp. 
in municipal politics, progressively, adv. 
prohibit (pro-hib'it) [PRO-, L. habere , to 
have], v.t. To forbid authoritatively, to 
prevent, prohibition, n. Act of 
order prohibiting, prohibitive, a. 
project (proj'ekt) [PRO-, L. jectus, thrown], 
n. A scheme, design, v.t. (pr6-jekt ) To 
throw forward; to cause to jut out; to con¬ 
trive, plan; ( Geom.) to make a projection 
of. v.i. To jut out, protrude, projectile, 
a. Impelling forward; adapted to be pro¬ 
jected. n. A missile, esp. from a heavy 
gun. projection, n. Act or state of 
projecting, throwing, or impelling; a part 
that projects; act of planning; the geo¬ 
metrical projecting of a figure; the repre¬ 
sentation of the terrestrial or celestial 
sphere on a plane surface, 
prolegomenon (prd-le-gom 6-non) [PRO 
Gr. legein, to say], n. (usu. in pi., -ena) 
An introductory or preliminary discourse, 
proletarian (pro-le-t&rl-an) [L. proletanus, 
one of the lowest class], a. Pertaining to 
the common people, n. A member of the 
proletariat, proletariat, n. Those with¬ 


out property, the w T age-earners, the labour¬ 
ing-classes. 

prolific (pr6-lif'ik) [L. prdles, offspring], a. 

Fruitful, productive; abounding (in), 
prolix (pro-liks') [PRO-, L. liquire, to flow], 
a. Wordy; tedious, diffuse, prolixity, 
n. Wordiness, diffuseness. 
prologue (pro'log) [PRO-, Gr. logos, speech], 
n. An introductory discourse, a poem in¬ 
troducing a play. 

prolong (pr6-long') [PRO-, LONG (1)], v.t. 
To lengthen, to extend in duration or 
distance. n. Act of lengthening; a 
lengthening in time or space, 
promenade (prom-6-nad') [F., from L. 
prominare, to drive], n. A walk, drive, 
etc., for pleasure; a public walk. v.i. To 
take a walk, etc., for pleasure, exercise, or 
show. 

prominent (prom'i-n6nt) [L. prominens , 
projecting], a. Standing out, jutting; con¬ 
spicuous ; distinguished, prominence, n. 
promiscuous (prd-mis'ku-fis) [PRO-, L. 
miscere, to mix], a. Mixed together in a 
disorderly manner; of different kinds 
mingled confusedly; indiscriminate; 
(colloq.) fortuitous, promiscuity, n. 
promise (prom'is) [PRO-, L. missus , sent], 
n. An engagement to do or forbear from 
doing; that which is promised; ground of 
expectation, v.t. To engage to do or not 
do; to give good grounds for expecting. 
v.i. To bind oneself by a promise, promis¬ 
ing, a. Giving grounds for hope; favour¬ 
able. promissory, a. Containing a 
promise, esp. a promise to pay money, 
promontory (prom'on-tor-i) [PRO-, L. 
mons, mount], n. A headland, promon- 
toried, a. 

promote (prd-mot') [PRO-, L. mOlus, moved], 
v.t. To advance, to contribute to the 
increase or advancement of; to foster, 
encourage; to raise to a higher position; 
to organize and float (a company, etc.), 
prompt (prompt) [L. promptus (PRO-, 
emptus, taken)], a. Ready to act as occa¬ 
sion demands; done with alacrity, v.t. 
To instigate; to suggest to the mind, to 
inspire; to assist (actor, etc.) by sugge: ting 
the words forgotten, promptitude, n. 
promulgate (prom'ul-gat) [L. prdmulgdre ], 
v.t. To make known to the public; to 
publish abroad, promulga'tion, n. pro¬ 
mulgator, n. 

prone (pr5n) [L. prbnus ], a. Leaning for¬ 
ward; lying with the face downward; 
prostrate; disposed, inclined, 
prong (prong) [?], n. A forked instrument; 
one of the spikes of a fork, 
pronominal (pr6-nom'i-nal) [as PRONOUN], 
a. Pertaining to or of the nature of a 
pronoun. 

pronoun (pro'noun) [PRO-, NOUN], n. A 
word used in place of a noun, 
pronounce (pro-nouns') [PRO-, L. nuntidre , 
to announce], v. To utter articulately, 
formally, or rhetorically; to declare, to 
affirm, pronounceable, a. pronounced, 
a. Strongly marked, emphatic; con¬ 
spicuous. pronouncement, n. 






\ 








pronunciation 


331 


prospect 


pronunciation (pro-nun-si-a'shun) [as 
prec.], n. Act or mode of pronouncing 
words, etc.; art or act of public speaking, 
proof (proof) [L. probdre , to prove], n. Act 
of proving, a test; demonstration; con¬ 
vincing evidence; state of having been 
proved; a standard degree of strength in 
spirit; a trial impression from type or an 
engraved plate, a. Proved, tested; im¬ 
penetrable ; of a certain degree of alcoholic 
strength, v.f. To make proof, esp. water¬ 
proof. 

prop (prop) [?], n. A support, esp. a 
temporary one; a person supporting a 
cause, v.t. To support or hold up with 
or by a prop. 

propagate (prop'a-gSt) [L. prdpdgaius, 
extended], v.t. To cause to multiply; to 
reproduce; to diffuse, disseminate; to 
transmit, v.t. To be reproduced or mul¬ 
tiplied; to have offspring, propaganda, 
n. Any organization or scheme for propa¬ 
gating doctrines, systems, etc.; effort 
directed to this end. propagandist, n. 
One devoted to or engaged in propaganda, 
propagation, n. Act of propagating; 
dissemination, propagator, n. 
propel (pro-pel') [pro-, L. pellere , to 
drive], v.t. To drive or cause to move 
forward, propellent, n. That which 
propels, esp. an explosive, propeller, n. 
One who or that which propels; a rotating 
device with tw r o to four blades for propelling 
a vessel through water or air. 
propensity (pr6-pen'si-ti) [PRO-, L. pensus , 
hung], n. Natural tendency, inclination, 
proper (proper) [L. proprius , one’s own], 
a. Belonging exclusively or peculiarly 
to; designating an individual, place, etc. 
(of nouns); correct, suitable, becoming; 
real, genuine, properly, adv. Suitably; 
justly, correctly, accurately; quite, 
property (prop'er-ti) [as prec.], n. Pecu¬ 
liar or inherent quality; that which is 
owned; possessions, an estate; owner¬ 
ship; (pi.) articles required for a play, 
propertied, a. Possessed of property, 
esp. land. 

prophecy (prof'6-sl) [Gr. propheteia ], n. A 
prediction; prediction of future events; 
gift of prophesying. 

prophesy (prof'e-si) [as foil.], v.t. To 
predict, herald, v.t. To utter pro¬ 
phecies. 

prophet (profit) [Gr. prophetOs (PRO-, 
phe -, stem of phanai , to speak)], n. One 
who foretells future events, esp. under 
divine inspiration; a religious leader; 
(fig.) a preacher of a cause, etc. pro¬ 
phetess, n. prophet ic, -al, a. Per¬ 
taining to prophecy; predictive, anticipa- 
tive. 

propinquity (prd-ping'kwi-ti) [L. propin - 
quits, near], n. Nearness in time, space, 
or relationship; similarity, 
propitiate (prd-pish'i-at) [L. propitius , 
propitious], v.t. To appease; to render 
favourable, propitia'tion, n. Act of 
propitiating; atonement, propitiatory, 
a. Intended or serving to propitiate, n. 


A propitiation; the mercy-seat of the 
Jews, propitious, a. Favourable; dis¬ 
posed to be kind or gracious; auspicious, 
proportion (prd-por'shun) [PRO-, por¬ 
tion], n. Comparative relation of one 
part or thing to another; ratio; suitable 
adaptation of parts, etc.; a share; (pi.) 
dimensions; the rule by w'hich from three 
quantities a fourth may be found bearing 
the same ratio to the third as the second 
to the first, v.t. To adjust in suitable 
proportion; to apportion, proportional, 
a. proportionate, a. In proportion 
(to), v.t. To make proportionate or pro¬ 
portional. proportionately, adv. 
propose (prd-poz') [F. proposer (cp. COM¬ 
POSE)], v.t. To offer for consideration; 
to nominate for election; to put forward, 
to intend, v.t. To make an offer, esp. of 
marriage, proposal (-po'zal), n. 
proposition (prop-d-zish'un) [ prOpositio , 
as foil.], n. That which is propounded; 
an assertion; a formal statement of a 
theorem; a scheme proposed, 
propound (pr6-pound') [PRO-, L. pOnere , 
to put], v.t. To set forth for considera¬ 
tion, to propose; (Law) to bring forward 
for probate. 

proprietor (prd-pri'd-tdr) [L. proprieta- 
rius , as property], n. An owner, one 
who has the exclusive legal right to any¬ 
thing. proprietary, a. Pertaining to a 
proprietor, proprietorial, a. pro¬ 
prietorship, ». 

propriety (pro-pri'6-ti) [F. propriety, as 
prec.], n. Fitness, rightness; correctness 
of behaviour. 

propulsion (prd-piil'shun) [as PROPEL], n. 

Act of propelling; an impulse, 
prorogue (prd-rog') [L. prorogate , to defer], 
v.t. To end the meetings of Parliament 
without dissolving, prorogation, n. 
pros- [Gr.], pref. To; before, in addi¬ 
tion. 

prosaic (pro-sa'ik) [as PROSE], a. Per¬ 
taining to prose; unimaginative, dull, 
proscribe (pr6-skrlb') [PRO-, L. scribere , 
to write], v.t. To outlaw; to exile; to 
denounce as dangerous; to interdict, 
proscription, n. proscriptive, a. 
prose (prdz) [L. prOsa oratio , straightfor¬ 
ward discourse], n. Ordinary language, 
opp. to verse, v.t. To write or talk in a 
dull, tedious manner. 

prosecute (pros'e-kut) [PRO-, L. secUtus, 
followed], v.t. To follow up with a view to 
accomplish; to carry on (w'ork, etc.); to 
take legal proceedings against, v.t. To 
act as a prosecutor, prosecution, n. 
Act of prosecuting; the instituting and 
carrying on of a suit; the prosecutors col¬ 
lectively. pros'ecutor, n. prosecutrix, n. 
proselyte (pros-6-Iit) [Gr. proselutos], n. 
A new convert, proselytize, v.t. and t. 
prosody (pros'o-di) [Gr. prosOdia], n. The 
science of versification, 
prospect (pros'pekt) [as foil.], n. An ex¬ 
tensive view; ttj^.way a house, etc., fronts; 
mental outlook; expectation, v. (prd- 
spekt') To explore, esp. for minerals; 
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to promise (a good or poor yield), pro¬ 
spective, o. Pertaining to the future; 
probable, prospec'tor, n. One who 
searches for minerals or mining sites, 
prospectus (prh-spek'tus) [L., a look-out 
(PUO-, spectus, looked)], n. A circular 
announcing the objects and plans of a com¬ 
mercial scheme, work, etc. 
prosper (pros'p&r) [L. favourable], v.t. To 
make successful or fortunate, v.i. To 

thrive, prosperous, a. prosperity, n. 
prostitute (pros'ti-tut) [PRO-, L. statuere, 
to place], v.t . To offer for lewd, base, or 
unworthy purposes; to devote to base 
uses. a. Prostituted, n. A woman who 
offers herself for hire, prostitution, n. 
prostrate (pros'trat) [PRO-, L. stratus, 
laid flat], a. Lying in a horizontal posi¬ 
tion, in a posture of humility; overcome, 
exhausted, v.t. To lay flat; to cast 
(oneself) down before; to overthrow; 
to reduce to physical exhaustion, pro¬ 
stration, n. „ . .. 

prosy (pro'zi) [PROSE, -Y], o. Dull, tedi¬ 
ous, tiresome, prosily, adv. prosiness, n. 
prot- [PROTO-], pref. protagonist (pr6- 
tag'6-nist) [Gr. prbtagOnistes (agOnistis, 
actor)], n. The leading character in a 
Greek play; an advocate, champion, etc. 
protean (pr5't6-an, prd-te'an) [Proteus, 
a Greek deity who could change his shape], 
a. Beadily assuming different shapes or 
aspects; changeable. 

protect (pro-tekt') [PRO-, L. tectus, 
covered], v.t. To shield, or keep safe (from 
danger, etc.); to support (industries) 
against foreign competition by imposing 
duties on imports, protection, n. Act 
of protecting; state of being protected; 
a covering, shield, or defence; a passport, 
protectionist, n. and a. protective, a. 
protector (pr6-tek'tor) [as prec.], n. One 
who protects; one in charge during the 
minority, incapacity, etc., of a sovereign, 
protectorate, n. Partial control of a 
weak State by a more powerful one; terri¬ 
tory under such protection; the office of 
protector of a kingdom; the period of 
this. 

prot£g£ (prot-ZL-zha) [F.], n. (fern, -gee, 
-zha) One under the protection of an¬ 
other. 

proteid (pro'tfeid) [as foil.], n. A protein, 
protein (pro'te-in) [Gr. prtitos , first], n. 
An unstable organic compound found in 
all organic bodies and forming an essential 
constituent of animal foods, 
protest (pro-test') [PRO-, L. testdrl, to 
declare], v.i. To make a solemn affirma¬ 
tion; to make formal opposition, v.t. To 
affirm or declare formally; to make a 
formal declaration that payment of (a bill) 
has been demanded and refused, n. 
(pro'test) Act of protesting; a solemn 
declaration of opinion, usu. of dissent, 
protesta tion, n. A solemn affirmation 
or declaration,, esp. of dissent; a vow, 
promise. 

Protestant (prot'6s-t&nt) [F., pres. p. of 
protester , to protest], n. One of the party 


adhering to Luther, who (1529) protested 
against submission to the B.C. Church;, a 
member of a church upholding the prin¬ 
ciples of the Reformation, a. Pertaining 
to the Protestants. 

proto- [Gr. prOtos , first], comb. form. Chief; 

earliest, original, primitive, 
protocol (pro'to-kol) [Gr. protokollon , the 
first leaf glued to a MS.], n. The original 
draft of an official document, esp. of » 
treaty. 

protoplasm (prfi'td-plazm) [PROTO-, Gr. 
plasma , a moulded thing], n. The sub¬ 
stance constituting the living matter from 
which all living organisms are developed, 
prototype (pro't6-tip) [proto-, type], n. 

A primary type or model, an exemplar, 
protract (pro-tr&kt') [PRO-, L tractus , 
drawn], v.t. To extend, to prolong; to 
draw (a plan, etc.) to scale, protractedly, 
adv. Tediously, protractile, a. Capable 
of extension, protraction, n. pro¬ 
tractor, n. An instrument for laying 
down angles on paper, 
protrude (prO-trood') [PRO-, L. trildere, 
to thrust], v.t. To thrust forward; to 
cause to issne. v.i. To project, pro¬ 
trusion, n. protrusive, a. 
protuberant (pr6-tu'ber-ant) [PRO-, TUBER], 
a. Bulging out, prominent, protuber¬ 
ance, n. 

proud (proud) [A.-S. prtU], a. Having 
inordinate self-esteem; haughty; having 
a due sense of dignity; feeling honoured, 
gratified; (fig.) grand, imposing; in¬ 
spired by or inspiring pride, noble, grand 
(of deeds, etc.), proudly, adv. 
prove (proov) [L. probare, to test, to 
approve], v.t. (p.p. proved, proovd, 
proven, pro'vfen) To make trial of; to 
put to a test. v.i. To be found by experi¬ 
ence or trial; to turn out to be. provable, 
a. provably, adv. prover, n. 
provenance (prov'6-nans) [F., from L. 
prOrenxre (PRO-, venire , to come)], n. 
Origin, source. 

provender (prov'6n-d6r) [O.F.], n. Drv 
food for beasts, fodder, 
proverb (proverb) [PRO-, L. verb urn, 
word], n. A short, pithy sentence, con¬ 
taining some proved truth, prover'bial, 
a. provernially, adv. 
provide (pro-vid') [PRO-, L. vidtre, to 
see], v.t. To procure or prepare before¬ 
hand; to equip (with); to stipulate, v.i. 
To make preparation or provision (for or 
against); to furnish means of subsistence 
(for), provided, providing, conj. On 
the condition (that). 

providence (prov'i-d^ns) [L. prdvidenlia t 
as prec.], n. Foresight; economy, prud¬ 
ence ; the care of God over His creatures; 
God or nature as exercising such care, 
provident, a. providential ( den'shal), 
a. Due to or effected by divine provi¬ 
dence; lucky, opportune, providen¬ 
tially, adv. providently, adv. 
province (prov'ins) [L. provincial, n. 
Anciently, a territory outside Italy under 
a Homan governor; a large administrative 
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division of a country; the territory under 
an archbishop, (pi.) districts at a distance 
from the metropolis; proper sphere of 
action, business, etc. provincial (-vin'- 
shal;, n. One who belongs to a province 
or the provinces; ( Ec.cles.) the superior 
of an order, etc., in a province, provin¬ 
cialism, n. Quality of being provincial; 
a mode of speech, etc., peculiar to the 
provinces, provincially, adv. 
provision (pro-vizh'un) [as provide], n. 
Act of providing, a precautionary mea¬ 
sure; a stipulation; (pi.) victuals, v.t. 
To provide with provisions, provisional, 
a. Provided for present need; tempo¬ 
rary. provisionally, adv. 
proviso (pro-vl'zo) [L., being provided 
that], n. A provisional condition, a 
stipulation. 

provisory (pr6-vi'z6-ri) [as PROVIDE], a. 
Conditional; provisional, provisorily, 
adv. 

provoke (prd-vok') [PRO-, L. voc&re, to 
call], v.t. To rouse; to stimulate to 
action, anger, etc., to exasperate, pro¬ 
vocation (prov-6-ka'shiin), n. provoc'- 
ative, a. provoking, a. 
provost (prov'Ost) [A.-S. prbfost], n. The 
head of a college or a chapter ; a cathedral 
dignitary corresponding to a dean; (8c.) 
the chief magistrate in a burgh. Provost- 
Marshal, n. A commissioned officer, the 
head of the military police in a camp, etc. 
prow (prou) [F proue], n. The fore part 
of a vessel, the stern, the bow. 
prowess (prou'es) [O.F. prouesse], n. 
Valour. 

prowl (proul) [?], v. To rove about 
stealthily as in search of prey. n. Prowl¬ 
ing. 

proximate (prok'si-mAt) [L. proximus , 
nearest], a. Next; immediately preceding 
or following, proxim'ity, n. Imme¬ 
diate nearness in place, time, relation, etc. 
proximo (prok'si-rao), a. In the month 
succeeding the present, 
proxy (prok'si) [L. procuration manage¬ 
ment], ». One deputed to act for another; 
a document authorizing this; a vote given 
under this authority. 

prude fprood) [F.], n. A woman who 
affects great modesty or propriety, 
prudery, n. prudish, a. 
prudent (proo'd6nt) [L. prttdens , as PROVI¬ 
DENT], a. Discreet, circumspect, careful 
of consequences, prudence, n. pruden'- 
tial, a. Worldly-wise, mercenary, pru¬ 
dently, adv. 

prune (1) (proon) [F.], n. The dried fruit 
of various kinds of plum; the colour of 
this, dark reddish-purple, 
prune (2) [O.F. proignier ], v.t. To lop off 
superfluous branches, etc.; to free from 
anything superfluous. pruning-hook, 
-knife, -shears, «. Instruments of 
various forms for pruning trees, etc. 
prunella (prti-nel'a) [?], n. A smooth 
dark woollen stuff used for the uppers of 
shoes and formerly for clergymen’s gowns, 
prurient (proor'i-6nt) [L. prUriens t itch¬ 


ing], a. Disposed to lewd ideas; 
characterized by a morbid curiosity 
prurience, -ency, n. pruriently, adv. 
Prussian (prushAn), a. Pertaining tr 
Prussia, n. A native of Prussia. Prus- 
sianism, n. A characteristic of the 
Prussians, esp. excessive militarism. Prus¬ 
sianize, v.t. prussic, a. Derived from 
Prussian blue, applied to hydrocvanic acid, 
pry (prl) [?], v.i. To look inquisitively; t.o 
search or inquire impertinently (into), 
psalm (sam; [Or. psalmos, from psallein , 
to sing to the harp], n. A sacred song or 
hymn, psalmist, n. A composer of 
psalms, esp. David, psalmody, n. Art 
or practice of singing psalms; psalms 
collectively, psalmodist, n. A com¬ 
poser or singer of psalms, psalter (sawl'- 
t6r), n. The Book of Psalms; a book 
containing the Psalms for use in divine 
service. 

psaltery (sawl't6r-i) [Or. psaltirion, cp. 
pree.], n. A mediaeval stringed instru¬ 
ment, like the dulcimer but played by 
plucking. 

pseud-, pseudo- [Gr., from pseudes , 
false], comb. form. False, spurious; closely 
resembling. 

pseudonym (su'do-nim) [pseud-, Gr. 
ouoma, name], n. A fictitious name, a 
nom de guerr *. pseudon'ymous, a. 
pshaw (pshaw), int. An exclamation of 
contempt, impatience, etc. 
psych- [psycho-], comb. form. 
psychic (si'kik ) [as foil.], a. Pertaining to the 
human soul, spirit, or mind, or to pheno¬ 
mena that appear to be outside the domain 
of physical law. n. A spiritualistic 
medium, psychical, a. 
psycho- [Gr. psuche. breath, life, soul], 
comb. form. Mental; psychical, psycho¬ 
analysis (si-kO-Sn-ai'i-sis), n. Mental 
analysis applied as a therapeutic method 
in cases of mental or nervous disease, 
psycho-an'alist, n. 

psychology (sl-kol'6-ji) [PSYCHO-, -LOGY], 
n. The science of the human mind; a 
system of mental laws and phenomena, 
psychological, a. Pertaining or relating 
to psychology, psychol'ogist, n. 
ptarmigan (tar'mi-gan) [Gael, tarmachan ], 
n. A bird allied to the grouse, 
pter-, pteri-, ptero- [Gr. pteron, feather, a 
wing], comb. form. Winged, pterodactyl 
(ter-6-dS.k'til) [Gr. daktulos , finger], n. 
An extinct winged reptile resembling a 
large bat. 

ptomaine (to'man) [Gr. ptdma , corpse], n. 
An alkaloid possessing highly poisonous 
qualities, derived from decaying animal 
and vegetable matter. 

puberty (pQ'ber-ti) [L. pUber , youth], n. 
The age at which persons become capable 
of begetting or bearing children, pubes'- 
cence, n. The state or age of puberty, 
pubes'cent, a. 

public (pub'lik) [L. pUblicus, from populus , 
people], a. Pertaining to the people as a 
whole; open to all; done, existing, or 
such as may be observed by all; open. 
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notorious, n. The people in general; any 
particular section of the people, public- 
house, n. A house licensed for the retail 
of intoxicating liquors, publican (pfib'- 
li-kan), n. (Rom. Hist.) A collector of the 
revenues; a keeper of a public-house, 
publication, n. Act of making public, 
or of publishing a book, periodical, musical 
composition, etc.; a work published, 
publicity (-lis'i-ti), n. pub'licly, adv. 
publish (pub'lish) [L. publicare , as prec.], 
v.t. To make public, to promulgate; to 
ask (the banns of marriage); to print and 
offer for sale, publisher, n. 
pucker (puk'6r) [?], v.t. To gather into 
small folds, n. A fold, a wrinkle, 
pudding (pud'ing) [?], n. Animal or 
vegetable food baked or boiled with flour 
or other farinaceous basis or covering; a 
large sausage. 

puddle (pudl) [A.-S. pudd, a ditch], n. A 
small muddy pool; clay and sand worked 
together to form a watertight lining, 
puerile (putr-Il) [L. puer , boy], a. Child¬ 
ish ; suited for children, trivial, pueril'- 
ity, n. 

puerperal (pfi-gr'p6r-&l) [L. puer , boy, 
-parus, bringing forth], a. Pertaining to 
childbirth. 

puff (puf) [imit.], v.i. To emit or expel 
air, etc., in short blasts; to breathe hard. 
v.t. To emit with a short sudden blast; 
to blow away thus; to praise in an exag¬ 
gerated way. n. A short, sudden blast 
of breath, smoke, steam, etc.; a small 
amount emitted at one puff; a cake, tart, 
etc., of light consistency; a light pad or 
tuft for applying powder to the skin; 
(Jig.) an exaggerated or misleading adver¬ 
tisement, etc. puff-ball, n. A fungus, 
the spore-case of which emits dry, dust¬ 
like spores, puffiness, n. 
puffin (puf'in) [?], n. A sea-bird of the 
auk family. , A 

pug (1) (pug) [?], n. A dwarf variety of 
bulldog or mastiff; a fox; an upper 
servant, pug-nose, n. A short squat 


pugilism (pu'jil-izm) [L. pugil , boxer], n. 
The art or science of fightiDg with the fists, 
boxing, pugilist, n. A boxer, a prize¬ 
fighter. pugilis'tic, a. 
pugnacious (pug-n&'shus) [L. pugnare , to 
fight], a. Inclined to fight; quarrelsome, 
pugnacity (-n&s'i-ti), n. 
puisne (pG'ni) [O.F. puts , after, nt , born], 
a. Junior (applied to judges); more 
recent, n. A puisne judge, 
puissant (pu'i-sant) [F.], a. Powerful, 
mighty, puissance, n. 
pule (pul) [?], v.i. To cry plaintively, to 
whine, whimper, puling, a. and n. 
pull (pul) [A.-S. pullian ], v.t. To draw 
towards; to haul, tug; to pluck; to row 
(a boat); (Print) to take a proof, v.i. 
To give a pull; to tug; to strain against 
the bit (of a horse); to suck (at a pipe), n. 
Act of pulling; a draught, a swig; (Print.) 
a proof; (slang) unfair or illegitimate 
influence. 


pullet (pul'6t) [O.F. polete, late L. pulla, 
hen], n. A young fowl, 
pulley (pul'i) [O.F. polie ], n. A wheel 
with a grooved rim, mounted in a block, 
for a cord to run over, for raising weights 
or to increase a power. 

Pullman (pul'm&n) [George M. Pullman 
(d. 1897), designer], n. A Pullman car, a 
luxurious railway saloon or sleeping-car. 
pulmonary (pfil'mo-nar-i) [L. pulmo 
- tnOnis , lung], a. Pertaining to or affect¬ 
ing the lungs. 

pulp (pfilp) [L. pulpa], n. Any soft, moist, 
coherent mass; the fleshy portion of a 
fruit; the mixture from which paper is 
made. v.t. To convert into pulp, pulpy, 
a. Resembling pulp, 
pulpit (pul'pit) [L. pulpitum), n. An 
elevated stand for a preacher, a. Per¬ 
taining to preaching. 

pulsate (pfil'sat) [L. pulsdtus , beaten], v.i. 
To beat rhythmically, to throb, pulsa'- 
tion, n. Action of pulsating; the move¬ 
ment of the pulse. 

pulse (1) (puls) [L. pulsus , driven], n. The 
rhythmic beating of the arteries or heart; 
a beat of these; a pulsation, a vibration, 
pulse (2) (puls) [L. puls, pottage of meal, 
etc.], n. Leguminous plants or their seeds, 
pulverize (pul'v6r-Iz) [L. pulvus -veris 
dust], v.t. To reduce to fine powder; 
(fig.) to demolish. 

puma (pu'ma) [Peruv.], n. The cougar, 
a large feline carnivorous animal of N. and 
S. America. 

pumice (purn'is^) [L. pUmex, -icem ], n. A 
porous kind of lava, used for cleansing 
and polishing. 

pump (1) (pfimp) [M.E. and G., pumpe , 
F. pompe ], n. A machine for raising 
water or other liquid, or for exhausting or 
compressing air; act of pumping, v.t. 
To raise or remove or free from water with 
a pump; to put out of breath (usu. in 
p.p.); (fiff-) to elicit information by artful 
interrogations, v.i. To work a pump, 
pump (2) [?]. A light slipper, 
pumpkin (pfimp'kin) [Gr. pSpon ], n. The 
large globular fruit of Cucurbita pepo ; the 
plant bearing this. 

pun (pun) [?], n. Use of a word in two 
different senses or of words similar in 
sound but different in meaning, v.i. To 
make a pun. punster, n. One addicted 
to pun-making. 

punch (1) (punch) [?], n. A tool for mak¬ 
ing holes, indenting, forcing bolts out of 
holes, etc.; a tool for stamping a die; a 
blow with the fist. v.t. To stamp, 
indent, or perforate with a punch; to 
strike with the fist. 

punch (2) [Hindi panch , five (ingredients)], 
n. A beverage of wine or spirit, water or 
milk, lemons, sugar, spice, etc. 

Punch (3) [short for punchinello, It. 
polichtnello , a character in Neapolitan low 
comedy], n. The chief character in the 
puppet-show of Punch and Judy; a 
grotesque hump-backed man; a short, fat 
fellow; a buffoon; a stout-built carthorse. 
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puncheon (pttn'chdn) [?], n. A large cask 

holding from 72 to 120 gallons, 
punctilio (punk-till-6) [Sp. puntillo , dim. 
of punto , point], n. A nice point in con¬ 
duct, etc.; precision in etiquette, punc¬ 
tilious, o. Precise; strictly observant of 
ceremony or etiquette, 
punctual (pflnk'tu-hl) [med. L. punctuality 
from punctus, a point], a. Observant and 
exact in matters of time; done, etc., 
exactly at the proper time, punctuality, 
n. punc tually, adv. 
punctuate (punk'tu-At) [L. punctudre, as 
prec.], v.t. To mark with stops, divide 
Into sentences, clauses, etc. punctua'- 
tlon, n. 

puncture (pfink'chfir) [L. punctUra , as 
prec.], n. A small hole made with some¬ 
thing pointed; act of pricking, v.t. To 
make a puncture in; to pierce or prick. 
v.i. To sustain a puncture (of a tyre, 
etc.). 

pundit (pGn'dit) [Hindi pandit , learned], 

n. A learned Hindu; any learned person 
or pretender to learning. 

pungent (p&n'jfcnt) [L. pungent, pricking], 

o. Sharply affecting the senses, esp. of 
smell or taste; pricking; keen, caustic, 
pungency, n. 

Punic (pu'nik) [L. PQnicus, Or. Phoinix, 
Phoenician], a. Pertaining to the Cartha¬ 
ginians; (Jig.) treacherous, faithless, 
punish (pGn'ish) [L. pQnlre], v.t. To inflict 
a penalty on; to chastise; to inflict pain 
or injury on, to maul, punishable, a. 
punishment, n. punitive, (pu'ni-tiv), 
a. Awarding or inflicting punishment; 
retributive. 

punkah (pung'kA) [Hind, pankhS], n. A 
large fan hung from the ceiling worked by 
a cord. 

punt (pQnt) [A.-S.], n. A shallow, flat- 
bottomed, square-ended boat propelled 
with a pole. v. To propel a punt thus, 
puny (pu'ni) [PUISNE], a. Undersized, 
weak, poorly developed; petty, puni¬ 
ness, n. 

pup (pflp) [PUPPY], n. A puppy, v.i. To 
bring forth pups. 

pupa (pQ'p4) [L.], n. (pi. -pae) A 

chrysalis. 

pupil (1) (pG'pil) [L. pUpillus], n. One 
under the care of a teacher, a scholar; 

( Lav>) a ward; the circular opening of the 
iris through which rays of light pass to the 
retina, pupilage, n. State of being a 
pupil; one’s minority, 
puppet (pup'6t) [O.F. poupette, dim. from 
L. puppa, a doll], n. A small image 
representing a human being, moved by 
wires in a mock drama; (Jig.) a mere 
tool. 

puppy (pup'l) [?], n. A young dog; (Jig.) 

a coxcomb, a fop. -hood, «. 
pur- [L. por-y PRO-], pref. 
purblind (pftr'blind) [pur-, BLIND], a. 

Partially blind, near-sighted, 
purchase (pgr'chAs) [PUR-, chase (1)], 
v.t. To buy; to acquire at the expense 
of tome sacrifice, exertion, etc. n. Act I 


of buying; that which is bought; any 
mode of acquiring property other than by 
inheritance; (Mech.) advantage gained by 
mechanism, leverage; an appliance fur¬ 
nishing this, purchaser, n. 
pure (pur) [L. pdrus], a. Unraixea, clear, 
clean; mere, absolute; innocent, unsullied, 
chaste: (of sciences) theoretical, not 

applied, purely, adv. pureness, n. 
purgation (pdr-ga'shun) [as purge], n. 
Act of purging, purification; act of clear¬ 
ing oneself by oath or ordeal, pur'gative, 
o. Having the quality of cleansing, n. 
An aperient. 

purgatory (pSr'gA-t6r-l) [L. purgdlCrium, 
as foil.], n. A place or state of spiritual 
purging, esp. one succeeding the present 
life (R.O.Church); any place of temporary 
suffering, a. Cleansing, purifying, pur¬ 
gatorial, a. 

purge (p€rj) [L. purgare], v.i. To cleanse 
or purify. 

purify (pur'i-fl) [PURE -FT], v.i. To make 
pure, to cleanse; to free from sin, pollu¬ 
tion, etc.; to clear of corruptions, purifl- 
cation, n. purificatory, a. 
purist (pGrlst) [pure, -1ST], n. One advo¬ 
cating or affecting purity, esp. in the choice 
of words, purism, n. 

Puritan fpGr'i-tAn) [PURTTY, -AN], n. One 
practising or advocating extreme strictness 
in conduct or religion (usu. in depreca¬ 
tion), esp. a Protestant dissenter from the 
Eng. Church in the 16th or 17th cents, 
o. Pertaining to the Puritans, puritanic, 
-al, a. Puritanism, n. 
purity (pur'i-ti) [L. puritas, as PURE], n. 
State of being pure; freedom from pollu¬ 
tion or adulteration; Innocence, chastity, 
purl (1) (pSrl) [?], n. An inversion of the 
stitches in knitting, v.t. To decorate 
with purl. 

purl (2) [?], n. Hot spiced gin and beer, 
purl (3) [Scand.], v.i. To flow with a soft 
gurgling or murmuring sound, n. A 
gentle murmur as of a stream, 
purlieu (pSr'IQ) [O.F. puralee (PUB-, ALLEY], 
n. The botiuds within which one ranges; 
(pi.) outskirts, environs, 
purloin (phr-loiu') [O.F. purloigner (PUR-, 
L. longe, far)], v.t. To steal, 
purple (pGrpl) [A.-S. purpure, L. purpura], 
a. Of the colour of red and blue blended, 
the former predominating; (Jig.) imperial, 
n. A purple pigment or dye; (fig.] im¬ 
perial or regal power. 

purport (pfir-port') [O.F. purporter (PUB-, 
L. portfire, to carry)], v.t. To imply, 
signify; to profess, n. (pSr'pdrt) Mean¬ 
ing ; object. 

purpose (per'p 6s) [L. prdpositus, as PRO¬ 
POUND], n. Aim, object, design; meaning; 
effect, result. t>. To intend, to design, 
purposely, adv. Of set purpose, inten¬ 
tionally. 

purr (pSr) [imit.], n. A murmur as of a 
cat when pleased, v.i. To make this 
sound. 

purse (pers) [A.-S. purs, Qr. bursa , leather], 
74. A small bag for money; (fig.) money. 
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resources, v. To wrinkle, to pucker, 
purse-proud, a. Proud of one’s wealth, 
pilrser, n. An officer on board ship in 
charge of the provisions, pay, etc. pursi¬ 
ness [PURSY], n. 

pursue (pur-sQ* ) [PRO-, L. sequere, to 
follow], v.t. To follow with intent to 
seize, gain, or obtain; to go in accordance 
with; to follow up, to prosecute; to attend 
persistently (of consequences, etc.), v.i. 
To follow, to go in pursuit; to proceed, 
continue, pursuance, n. pursuant, a. 
and adv. In accordance, conformable 
(to), pursuer, n. pursuit, n. Act of 
pursuing, a following; a prosecution, an 
endeavour to attain some end; any em¬ 
ployment, occupation, business, or recrea¬ 
tion that one follows persistently, 
pursuivant (per'swi-vant) [O.F. porsivant , 
as prec.], n. An attendant on a herald, 
pursy (pSr'si) [O.F. polsif as PULSE (1)], 
a. Short-winded; fat. pursiness, n. 
purulent (pur'u-lent) [L. purulentus , as 
PUS], a. Consisting of or discharging pus. 
purulence, n. 

purvey (pur-va 7 ) [as PROVIDE], v.t. To 
provide, esp. provisions, v.i. To make 
provision; to act as purveyor, purvey¬ 
ance, n. The providing of provisions; 
provisions supplied; the old royal preroga¬ 
tive of impressing provisions, horses, etc. 
purveyor, n. A caterer, esp. on a large 
scale. 

pus (pus) [L.], n. The matter secreted 
from inflamed tissues, the product of sup¬ 
puration. 

push (push) [L. pulsare , to pulsate], v.t. 
To press against with force; to urge for¬ 
ward, to impel, to drive, to carry on vigor¬ 
ously. v.i. To exert pressure (against, 
etc.); to press forward; to thrust or butt 
(against), n. Act of pushing, a thrust, 
shove; a vigorous effort, an onset, an 
exigency, a crisis; self-assertion, pusher, 
n. pushing, a. Enterprising, energetic, 
pusillanimous (pu-si-lan'i-mus) [L. pusil- 
lus , petty, animus, soul], a. Destitute of 
firmness, fainthearted, pusillanimity, 

n. Cowardice. 

puss (pus) [?], n. A cat; a hare, 
pustule (pus'tul) [L. pustula]y n. A 
pimple containing pus; a small excres 
cence, a blister, pustular, a. 
put (put) [late A.-S. putiari], v.t. To place 
in some position; to bring into some 
particular condition; to present, to express, 
to state; to apply, to set, 
putative (pu'ta-tiv) [L. putdre, to think], 
a. Reputed; commonly regarded as. 
putrefy (pu'tre-fl) [L. putrere , to be rotten, 
-PY], v.i. To become putrid, to rot, to 
fester, putrefac'tion, n. pu'trefactive, 

o. putres'cent, a. putrescence, n. 
putrid (pu'trid) [as prec.], a. In a state 

of decomposition; tainted, foul, putrid 7 - 
ity, pu'tridness, n. 

putt (put) [var. of PUT], v.t. ( Golf) To 
strike the ball so as to get it into the hole. 
n. This stroke, putter, n. A short, 
stiff golf-club, used for putting. 
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puttee (put 7 i) [Hindi pattiy bandage], n. 

A strip of cloth wound round the leg as a 
gaiter. 

putty (pilt'i) [F. pottty potful], n. Whiting 
and linseed-oil used as a cement in glazing. 
v.t. To fix or fill up with putty, 
puzzle (puzl) [?], n. A state of perplexity; 
a perplexing problem, toy, riddle, etc. 
v.t. To perplex, to mystify, v.i. To be 
bewildered, puzzlement, n. 
pygmy (pig 7 mi) [Gr. pugmaioSy dwarfish, 
from pugmiy length from elbow to 
knuckles], n. A dwarf, a small man, 
anything very diminutive, a. Dwar¬ 
fish. 

pyjamas (pi-ja'm&z) [Pers. and Hind. p&?, 
by, jdmahy garment], n.pl. A sleeping- 
suit of a loose jacket and trousers, 
pylon (pi'ldn) [Gr. puliy gate], n. An 
imposing gateway; a post or turret marking 
out the course in an aerodrome, 
pylorus (pI-lor 7 us) [Gr. puldroty gate¬ 
keeper], n. The contracted end of the 
stomach leading into the small intes- 
tine. 

pyramid (pir'A-mid) [L. pyramis -tat*], n. 

A solid body, or a monumental structure 
of masonry, with a square base and tri¬ 
angular sloping sides meeting at the apex; 
a pile of this shape; a game played on a 
billiard-table with fifteen coloured balls 
and a cue-ball, pyram'idal, a. 
pyre (pir) [as PYRO-], n. A funeral pile 
for burning a dead body; any pile of 
combustibles. 

pyretic (pi-ret 7 ik) [Gr. puretoSy fever], a. 
Relating to fever; remedial in fever, n. 
A pyretic medicine. 

pyrites (pi-ri 7 tez) [Gr. puritSSy pertaining 
to fire], n. One of two common sulphides, 
yellow or copper pyrites, or iron pyrites, 
pyro- [Gr. pur pur os, fire], comb. form. 
pyrog'raphy [-GRAPHY], n. Poker-work, 
pyrotechnic (pir-6-tek'uik) [PYRO-, Gr. 
techne, art], a. Pertaining to fireworks or 
their manufacture; resembling a firework 
show, brilliant, dazzling, n.pl. The art 
of making fireworks; a display of fire¬ 
works. 

pyrrhic (1) (pir'ik) [Gr. PurrhictwSy 
inventor], n. and a. A warlike dance 
among the ancient Greeks; a metrical 
foot of two short syllables. 

Pyrrhic (2) [Gr. Purrhos % Pyrrhus], a. 
Pertaining to Pyrrhus, esp. of a victory 
that is as costly as a defeat, like that of 
Pyrrhus, king of Epirus, over the Romans 
at Asculum (279 B.C.). 
python (pl'thdn ) [Gr., from Pvthfi, former 
name of Delphi], n. A gigantic serpent 
slain by Apollo near Delphi: a large non- 
venomous serpent that crushes its prey; 
a familiar spirit, one possessed by this, 
a soothsayer, pythoness, n. A woman 
having the gift of prophecy, a witch; the 
priestess of Apollo at Delphi who delivered 
the oracles. 

pyx (piks) [Gr. puxis % a box], n. (Eccles.) 
The covered vessel in which the host is 
* kept. 
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qua (kwk) [L.], eonj . In the character 

of, as. 

quack (1) (kw£k) [irnit.], v.i. To cry like 
a duck; to chatter, to brag, n.’ The 
cry of a duck. 

quack (2) [short for quacksalver ], n. A 
pretender to knowledge or skill, esp. in 
medicine; an ignorant practitioner, a 
charlatan, a. Pertaining to quacks or 
quackery, quackery, ». 
quad (kwod) [abbr.], n. A quadrangle 
as of a college, etc.; a quadrat, v.i. To 
insert blocks (in a line of type), 
quadr- [QUADRI-], comb. form. 
Quadragesima (kwod-ra-jes / i-m&) [L .quad- 
rag esimus, fortieth], n. The first Sunday 
in Lent (which consists of forty days), 
quadrangle (kwod'r&ngl) [quaur-, 
angle], n. A plane figure having fou“ 
angles and four sides; four-sided court 
surrounded by buildings. quadrangu¬ 
lar, a. 

quadrant (kwod'r&nt) [L. quadrans, as 
quadri-], n. The fourth part of the 
circumference of a circle, an arc of 90°; 
a quarter of a sphere; a quarter-circle 
graduated for taking angular measure¬ 
ments. 

quadrate (kwod'r&t) [L. quadr&tus, 
squared], a. Square, rectangular. v.i. 
(-rat) To square, to match, to correspond, 
quadratic, a. Involving the second 
and no higher power of the variable or 
unknown quantity, n.pl. The part of 
algebra dealing with quadratic equations. 
n. Act of squaring or finding a square 
equal in area to a given curved figure, 
quadrennial (kwod-ren'i-al) [quadR-, L. 
annus, year], a. Comprising or lasting 
four years; recurring every four years, 
quadri- [L., rel. to guatuor, four], comb, 
form. Four. 

quadriga (kwod-rl'gA) [QUadri-, L. juyum, 
yoke], n. ( pi . -gse) A Roman two¬ 
wheeled chariot drawn by four horses 
abreast. 

quadrilateral (kwod-ri-l&t'6r-&l) [quadri-, 
lateral], o. Having four sides and four 
angles, n. A quadrangular figure or 
area. 

quadrille (kw&-driT) [Sp. cuadrillo, a 
squadron, cuadra, square], n. A square 
dance for four couples; music for this; 
a four-handed card-game fashionable 
in the 18th cent. 

quadrillion (kw&-dril'yon) [quadri-, mil¬ 
lion], n. The number produced by 
raising a million to its fourth power, 1 
followed by 24 ciphers; (Am. and F.) 
the fifth power of a thousand, 1 and 15 
ciphers. 

quadroon (kwod-roon') [Sp. cuarteron, 
from cuarto, fourth], n. The offspring 
of a mulatto and a white; one of quarter 
negro and three-quarters white blood, 
quadruped (kwod'rti-ped) [L. quadrupes , 
pes pedis , foot], n. A four-footed animal. 


quadruple (kwod'rupl) [quadri-, L. -plus, 
-fold], a. Fourfold; consisting of four 
parts; involving four members, units, etc., 
or quantity of. n. Four times as much 
or as many. v. To become or make 
fourfold as much; to increase or multiply 
fourfold, quadru plicate, a. Fourfold. 
v.t. To make fourfold, quadruplica'- 
tion, n. 

quaff (kwaf) [?], v. To drink in large 
draughts; to drink copiously. ». A 
copious draught. 

quagga (kw&g'A) [native], n. a S. African 
quadruped, intermediate between the ass 
and the zebra. 

quagmire, n. A quaking bog, a marsh, 
quail (1) (kw&l) [?], v.i. To shrink, be 
cowed, lose heart. 

quail (2> [O.F. guaille], n. A small 

migratory bird allied to the partridge, 
quaint (kw&nt) [O.F. coinU, L. cognitus , 
known], a. Odd, pleasing by virtue of 
strangeness or fancifulness; whimsical, 
singular. 

quake (kwSk) [A.-S. cuacian], v.i. To 
shake, quiver, to rock, vibrate, n. A 
tremulous motion, a shudder, quaky, 
a. quakiness, n. 

Quaker (kwa'k^r) [prec., orig. applied in 
derision (1650)], n. A member of the 
Society of Friends. Quakeress, n. 
Quakerism, n. 

qualify (kwol'i-fl) [L. gu&lis , such, -FY], 
v.t. To furnish with the requisite qualities, 
to make competent, fit, or legally capable 
(to be, do, etc.); to modify, to limit; to 
moderate, mitigate, to dilute, v.i. To 
become qualified or fit; to make oneself 
competent, suitable, etc. qualification, 
n. Act of qualifying or state of being 
qualified; modification, limitation of 
meaning, partial negation restricting 
completeness, any quality fitting a person 
or thing (for an office, etc.); a condition 
that must be fulfilled. 

quality (kwol'i-ti) [as prec.], n. Relative 
nature or kind, distinguishing character; 
that which gives individuality, particular 
capacity, value, efficacy, degree of excel¬ 
lence, "qualitative, a. Pertaining to 
quality, opp. to quantitative 
qualm (kwawm) [?], n. A sensation of 
nausea, fear, or uneasiness, 
quandary (kwon'dar-i) [?],». A state 
of difficulty; an awkward predicament, 
quantify (kwon'ti-fi) [L. quant us, how much, 
-FY], v.t. To determine or express the 
quantity of. quantification, n. quan¬ 
titative, a. Pertaining to or concerned 
with quantity. 

quantity (k won't!-tl) [L. quantitas, as 
prec.], n. That property in virtue of 
which anything may be measured; extent, 
measure, volume, a number, (pi.) large 
quantities, abundance; the duration of a 
syllable. 

quantum (kwon'tum) [L 7 neut. of quantus , 
as prec.], n. A quantity, an amount; 
a share. 

quarantine (kwor'an-ten) [L. quadrdqinta % 
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forty], n. The period of isolation (usu. 
40 days) imposed on ships coming from 
places infected with contagious disease; 
the enforced isolation of infected persons, 
ships, goods, houses, etc, v.t. To isolate 
or put in quarantine. 

quarrel (1) (k wor'el) [O.F. quarel , dim. from 
med. L. quadrus , square], n. A short, 
heavy square-headed arrow, formerly 
used with the cross-bow. 
quarrel (2) [L. querela , complaint], n. A 
breach of friendship; a noisy or violent 
dispute, a brawl; a cause of complaint 
or dispute, v.i. To fall out; to dispute 
violently, to wrangle; to take exception, 
find fault (with), quarrelsome, a. 
Inclined to quarrel, contentious; easily 
provoked. 

quarry (1) (kwor'i) [L. quadr&re , to square], 
n. A place whence stone, slates, etc., are 
dug, blasted, etc. v.t. To dig or take 
from a quarry, quarrier, n. A workman 
employed in a quarry, 
quarry (2) [L. corium 3 skin], ». Any 
animal pursued for prey, game, 
quart (kwort) [L. quartus 3 fourth], ». 
The fourth part of a gallon, two pints, 
quartan (kwor'tAn) [L. quartanus t fourth], 
a. Occurring every fourth day, applied 
to a fever; recurring every third or, 
inclusively, every fourth day. 
quarter (kwor'ter) [as quart], n. A fourth 
part of anything; three calendar months, 
28 lb., 8 bushels, 25 cents., etc.; a limb, 
a haunch; one of the divisions of an 
heraldic shield; the fourth part of a 
period of the moon; a particular direction 
or region, locality; a division of a town; 
(pi.) allotted position or station, esp. 
for troops; place of lodging or abode; 
appointed stations of a crew; exemption 
from death to a surrendered enemy, v.t. 
To divide into four equal parks; to provide 
(esp. soldiers) with lodgings and food, 
quarter-day, n. The day beginning 
each quarter of the year (25th March, 
24th June, 29th Sept., and 25th Dec.), on 
which payments are due, etc. quarter¬ 
deck, n. The upper deck from stern to 
main-mast, usu. assigned to officers and 
cabin passengers. Quartermaster, n. 
A regimental officer who provides quarters, 
lays out camps, issues rations, clothing, 
ammunition, etc.; (Nav.) a petty officer 
in charge of the steering, stowage, etc. 
quartering, n. (Her.) The grouping 
of several coats of arms on a shield; one 
of the coats so quartered, quarterly, a. 
Occurring or done every quarter of a year. 
adv. Once in each quarter, 
quartern (kwor'tSrn) [as prec.], n. A 
quarter of various measures, as a pint, 
peck, or pound, quartern-loaf, n. A 
4 lb. loaf. 

quartet (kwdr-tet') [as prec.], n. A 
musical composition for four voices or 
instruments. 

quarto (kwor'tS) [L., fn a fourth part], n. 
A size obtained by folding a sheet twice, 
making eight pages (4to); a book, etc.. 


having such pages, a. Having the sheet, 
folded into four leaves, 
quartz (kwOrts) [?], n. A mineral consist¬ 
ing of pure silica or silicon dioxide, 
quash (kwosh) [L. quassdre 1, v.t. To annul 
or make void; to put an end to, to suppress, 
quasi (kwa's!) [L., as if], conj. As if. 
pref. Apparent, not real; not quite, aa 
quasi-hislorical , quasi-public. 
quassia (kwosh'A) [after Quassi, a negro 
who used its bark in fever], n. A S. 
American and W. Indian tree yielding a 
bitter oil used as a tonic, 
quaternary (kwa-ter'nAri) [L. quaiertii , 
four at a time], a. Consisting of four; 
fourth in order; applied to the most 
recent strata or those above the tertiary. 
n. A set of four. 

quatorzain (kat'or-z&n) [F. qualorze , four¬ 
teen], n. A stanza of fourteen lines, esp. 
an irregular sonnet. 

quatrain (kwot'ran) [L. qu&tuor , four], n. 
A stanza of four lines, usu. rhyming alter¬ 
nately. 

quatrefoil (kat'6r-foil) [as prec., FOIL (1)], 
n. A figure in ornamental tracery 
divided by cusps into four foils; a leaf 
composed of four lobes, 
quaver (kwS'vhr) [rel. to QUAKE], v.i. To 
quiver, to vibrate; to sing or play with 
tremulous modulations, v.t. To utter 
with a tremulous sound, n. A rapid 
vibration of the voice, a trill; a shakiuess 
in speaking; a note equal to half a crotchet, 
quay (ke) [A.-F. kaie , O.F. kay ], n. A 
landing-place, usu. of masonry, for 
loading or unloading ships, quayage, n. 
Charge for use of a quay, 
quean (kwSn) [A.-S. cvene t womaD], n. 
A slut, a hussy. 

queasy (kwe'zi) [?], a. Sick at the 
stomach, affected with or tending to 
cause nausea; squeamish, 
queen (kw§n) [A.-S. ctp/n, cp. QUEAN], n. 
The wife or widow of a king; a female 
sovereign; a court-card; the most powerful 
piece in chess; a fully-developed female 
bee. v./. To make (a woman or pawn) 
into a queen. t>.t. To act the queen; 
(Chess) to become a queen, queendom, 
queenhood, queenship, n. queenly, a. 
queer (kwer) [?], a. Odd; singular, droll; 
questionable, suspicious; out of sorts, 
queerish, o. queerly, adv. 
quell (kwel) [A.-S. cteellan , to kill], v.t. To 
suppress, subdue; to allay, 
quench (k wench) [A.-S. cuencan ], v.t. To 
put out, esp. with water; to allay, to slake; 
to suppress, quenchless, a. 
querist (kwer'ist) fas query], n. One who 
asks questions, an inquirer, 
quern (kwSrn) [A.-S. cweorri], n. A simple 
hand-mill for grinding corn or spices, 
querulous (kwer'u-lus) [L. qvcri, to com¬ 
plain], a. Discontented, peevish, fretful, 
query (kwSr'i) [L. queerer e, to ask], n. A 
question; a point to be answered; a mark 
of Interrogation, v.i. To put a question; 
to express a doubt. vJ. To call in 
question. 
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quest (kwest) [O.F. queste , as prec.], n. 
Act of seeking, a search; an expedition in 
pursuit of some object; the object of such 
enterprise. 

question (kwes'chdn) [L. qucesti finis, as 
prec.], n. Act of asking, inquiry; an 
interrogative sentence; a problem; a 
subject under discussion; a difference, 
doubt, uncertainty, v.t. To interrogate, 
to examine by asking questions; to raise 
objections to. v.i. To ask a question; 
to doubt, questionable, o. Open to 
doubt or suspicion. 

queue (ku) [F., from L. cauda , tail], n. A 
plaited tail hanging at the back of the 
head, a pigtail; a file of persons, vehicles, 
etc., waiting for admittance, 
quibble (kwibl) [?], n. An equivocation; 
a trivial or sophistical argument or dis¬ 
tinction; a pun. v.i. To evade the point 
in question; to pun. quibbler, n. 
quick (kwik) [A.-S. cwic ], a. Alive, living; 
pregnant, ready, alert, prompt to feel or 
act; irritable, rash, precipitate; swift. 
adv. In a short space, at a rapid rate. n. 
Living persons; sensitive flesh, esp. under 
the nails, quick-firer, n. quicklime, 
n. Burned lime not yet slaked, quick¬ 
sand, n. Loose wet sand easily engulfing 
persons, animals, etc. quickset, a. 
Composed of living plants, esp. hawthorn 
bushes (of a hedge), qulck'silver, n. 
Mercury; (fig.) a mobile temperament, 
quicken, v.t. To give or restore life or 
animation to; to stimulate, inspire, 
refresh, v.i. To come to life; to move 
with increased rapidity, n. The rowan 
or mountain-ash. quickly, adv. quick¬ 
ness, n. 

quid (kwid) [CUD], n. A piece of tobacco for 
©hewing. 

quiddity (kwid'i-ti) [L. quidditas ], n. 
The essence of a thing; a quibble, a trifling 
subtlety. 

quidnunc (kwid'nunk) [L., what now?], n. 
One who is curious to know or pretends to 
know everything that goes on: a gossip, 
quiescent (kwl-es'ent) [L. quiescens , as 
QUIET], a. At rest, inert, dormant; 
tranquil, calm, quiescence, n. 
quiet (kwi'6t) [L. quietus , p.p. of quiescere, 
to rest], a. In a state of rest; calm, placid, 
tranquil; silent, hushed; gentle; not 
glaring or showy; secluded, n. A state 
of rest; tranquillity; silence, stillness, 
peace, v.t. To bring to a state of rest; 
to soothe, quietly, adv. quietness, n. 
quietus (kwl-e'tus) [L.], n. A final settle¬ 
ment ; (Jig.) release from life, death, 
quill (kwil) [?], n. The hollow stem of a 
feather; one of the large feathers of a 
bird’s wing or tail; a pen, float, tooth-pick, 
etc., made from sueh; a spine of a porcu¬ 
pine. v.t. To wind on a quill, 
quillet (kwil'et) [?], n. A quibble, quirk, 
quilt (kwilt) [L. culcita , cushion], n. A 
padded bed-cover, a counterpane, v.t. 
To cover with padded material; to stitch 
two pieces of cloth together with soft 
material between them. 


quince (kwins) [L. cyddnium, from Cyddnia , 
in Crete], n. A hard, acid, yellowish fruit 
for flavouring and for preserves, etc. 
quincunx (kwin'kunks) [L. quinque , five, 
uncia , OUNCE], n. An arrangement of 
five things in a square or rectangle, one 
being in the middle. 

quinine (kwi-nen') [Quichua Kina, bark], n. 
A bitter alkaloid obtained from cinchona 
barks, used as a febrifuge, tonic, etc. 
quinquagesima (kwin-kwa-jes'i-ma) [L. 
fiftieth], n. The Sunday next before Lent* 
about fifty days before Easter, 
quinque-, quinqui- [L. quinque , five], 
comb. form, quinquelateral (kwing-kwe- 
l&t'6r-al) [lateral], a. Having five sides, 
n. A five-sided thing, 
quinsy (kwin'zi) [Gr. Icunanche (kun- 
kuon , dog, anchein , to throttle)], n. In¬ 
flammatory sore throat, esp. with suppura¬ 
tion of the tonsils. 

quintain (kwin'tan) [O.F. quintaine ], n. A 
post, or a figure on a post, to be tilted at. 
quintessence (kwin-tes'ens) [L. quinta 
essentia , fifth essence], n. The highest 
essence, that coming after the four elements 
forming the substance of the heavenly 
bodies; the pure essence of any substance, 
quintessential (quin-t6-sen'shal), a. 
quintet (kwin-tet') [F. from L. quintus , 
fifth], n. A musical composition for five 
voices or instruments; a group of five 
persons or things. 

quintillion (kwin-til'ydn) [L. quintus, after 
billion], n. The fifth power of a million, 
1 followed by 30 ciphers; (F. and Am.) 
the sixth power of a thousand, 1 followed 
by 18 ciphers. 

quintuple (kwin'tiipl) [L. quintus , fifth, 
after quadruple], a. Fivefold, n. A 
fivefold thing, group, etc. v. To multiply 
or increase fivefold. 

quip (kwip) [L. quippe , forsooth], n. A 
sarcastic sally; a witty retort or saying, 
quire (1) (kwlr) [O.F. quaer (F. cahier), L. 
quateml, four each], n. Twenty-four sheets 
of paper; a pamphlet, 
quire (2) [choir], 

quirk (kwerk) [?], n. An artful trick, a 
shift; a quibble. 

quit (kwit) as [quiet], v t. To renounce, 
abandon; to leave, depart from, to desist 
from; to liberate; (n.) to behave, v.i. To 
leave, to depart, a. Clear; absolved; rid 
(of), quittance, n. A discharge from a 
debt or obligation; a receipt, 
quite (kwit) [M.E. quyt, free, as QUIET], 
adv. Completely, entirely, to the fullest 
extent, perfectly; (colloq.) very, consider¬ 
ably. 

quiver (1) (kwiv'6r) [O.F. cuivrej, n. A 
portable case for arrows, quiverful, n. 
quiver (2) (kwiv'Sr) [imit.], v.i. To 
tremble with a rapid motion; to shake, 
shiver. «. A quivering motion, 
quixotic (kwik-sot'ik) [Don Quixote, hero 
of Cervantes’ romance], «. Extravagantly 
romantic; aiming at lofty but impractic¬ 
able ideals, quixotically, adv. quix'ot- 
ism, -try, ». 
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quiz (kwiz) [ ?], n. Something designed to 
puzzle or turn one into ridicule, a hoax; 
an odd-looking person, v.t. To banter, 
make fun of. v.i. To behave in a banter¬ 
ing or mocking way. 

quoin (koin) [var. of COIN], n. A corner¬ 
stone; the external angle of a building, 

quoit (koit, kwoit) [?], n. A flattish 
circular ring of iron for throwing at a mark; 
(pi.) the game of throwing these, 
quondam (kwon'd&m) [L., formerly], o. 

Having formerly been, sometime, former, 
quorum (kwor'um) [L., of whom], n. The 
minimum number of a committee, etc., 
that must be present to transact business, 
quota (kwo'ta) [L. quota ( pars) % how great 
(a part)], n. A proportional share, part, 
or contribution. 

quote (kwot) [L. quotare\ % v.t. To adduce 
or cite from (an author, etc.); to repeat 
the words of (a passage in a book, etc.); 
to name the current price of. quotable, 
a. quotation, n. Act of quoting; a 
passage quoted; a price quoted or current, 
quoth (kwoth) [past of obs. quethe, A.-S. 
ewethan , to speak], v.t. 1st and 3rd past. 
Said, spoke. _ 

quotidian (kw6-tid'i-An) [L. quotldig , 
daily], a. Daily; recurring every day; 
commonplace. 

quotient (kwo'shAnt) [L. quotiens , how 
many times], n. Result of dividing one 
quantity by another. 


rabbet (r&b'At) [O.P. rabat , as rebate], v.t. 
To cut a groove in the edge of a board so 
that it mav receive the edge of another 
cut to fit it; to unite in this way. - 
Such a groove or slot; a joint so made, 
rabbi (rab'i) [Heb. my master], n. A 
Jewish teacher of the law, esp. one ordained, 
rabbinic, -al, a. Pertaining to the 
rabbis, their opinions, learning, or 
language. 

rabbit (r&b'it) [?], n. A burrowing rodent, 
allied to the hare. 

rabble (r&bl) [M.E. ra&eZ], n. A noisy 
crowd, a mob; the common people, 
rabblement, n. . 

rabid (r&b'id) [L. rabere , to rage], a. Mad, 
raging; excessively zealous or enthusias¬ 
tic, unreasoning; affected with rabies, 
rabidity, n. rabidly, adv. 
rabies (ra'bi-ez) [L., as prec.], n. Madness 
arising from the bite of a rabid animal, 
hydrophobia. 

race (1) (rAs) [A.-S. roes ], n. A rapid 
current, esp. in the sea or a tidal river; the 
channel of a stream; a contest of speed 
between horses, runners, ships, vehicles, 
etc.; a course or career; a channel along 
which a piece of mechanism glides to and 
fro. v.i. To move swiftly; to go at full 
speed; to contend in a race (with); to 
attend races, v.t. To cause to contend 
in a race; to contend against in speed, 
race (2) [P. race ], n. A group of persons, 


animals, or plants sprung from a common 

stock. 

racial (rA'shal) [RACE (2), -ial], a. Per¬ 
taining or in regard to race or lineage, 
racially, adv. 

rack (1) (r&k) [Teut.], v.t. To stretch ot 
strain, esp on the rack ; to torture, ro 
injure; (fig.) to puzzle (one’s brains); to 
extort (rent) to the utmost possible extent. 
n. A framework on which a victim was 
tortured, his wrist* and ankles being tied 
to rollers which were turned so as to 
stretch him; a grating or framework of 
metal or wooden bars for holding fodder 
for cattle, etc. rack-rent, n. An ex¬ 
orbitant rent. 

rack (2) [Scand.], n. Light vapoury 
clouds, cloud-drift. 

racket (1) (rAk'et) [P. raquette\ n. A 
bat with a network of catgut, with which 
players at tennis, etc., strike the ball; (pZ.) 
a game resembling tennis, played against a 
wall in a four-walled court, 
racket (2) [?], n. a clamour, a din, a fuss; 
a frolic, uproarious gaiety, or dissipation. 
v.i. To make a din, to frolic, to live a 
gay life, to knockabout, 
racoon (ra-koon') [Algonkin], n. A N. 

American carnivore allied to the bears, 
racy (ra'ai) [RACE (2), -Y], a. Having the 
characteristic qualities in high degree; 
strongly flavoured; lively, spirited, 
racily, adv. raciness, n. 
radial (rA'di-Al) [as RADIUS], a. Pertaining 
to, or rasembliug a ray or radii; extending 
from a ceutre, divergent, radian, n. 
An arc equal in length to the radius of its 
circle; the angle subtending such an arc. 
radiant (rA'di-Ant) [L. radians , shooting 
forth rays], a. Emitting rays of light or 
heat; issuing in rays; beaming (with 
joy, love, eto.); brilliant, radiance, n. 
radiantly, adv. 

radiate (ra'di-At) [L. radidtus, p.p. of 
radi&re , to shoot forth rays], r.i. To emit 
rays of light or heat; to send out or to 
issue in rays from a central point, v.t. 
To send forth In all directions, to dissemi¬ 
nate. a. Earing rays or parts diverging 
from a centre; radially arranged, marked, 
etc. radia'tion, n. Act of radiating; 
transmission of heat, light, etc., from one 
body to another without raising the 
temperature of the Intervening medium, 
ra'diator, n. That which radiates; 
pipes, etc., charged with hot air, water, 
or steam for heating a building, 
radical (r&d'i-kal) [L. rddix -Ids, root], a. 
Pertaining to the root or source; funda¬ 
mental, original, basic; thorough-going, 
extreme; pertaining to the Radical party, 
n. One promoting extreme measures 
or holding advanced views, radicalism, 
n. radically, adv. Thoroughly, funda¬ 
mentally. 

radio- [RADIUS or RADIUM], comb. form. 
Radiate, pertaining to rays or radiation, 
or to radium, radio, n. and a. Pertaining 
to or transmitted by wireless telegraphy, 
radio-telegram, n. 
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radish (ritd'ish) [F .radis], n. A plant, the 
root of which is eaten as a salad, 
radium (ri'di-uni) fas foil., -IUM], n. 
A highly radioactive metallic element 
resembling barium, obtained from pitch¬ 
blende. 

radius (ra'di-fis) [L., rod, spoxe, rayj, n. 
(pi. -dii) The shorter of the two long 
bones of the forearm; the straight line 
from the centre of a circle or sphere to any 
point in the circumference; the length of 
this; a radiating line, a spoke, 
raffle (rSfl) [F. rafle, a game with dice], n. 
A lottery in which persons each subscribe 
a like sum for an article to be disposed of 
by lot. v.t . To dispose of thus, 
raft (raft) [Icel. raptr ], n. Logs fastened 
together for floating; a flat framework of 
planks used as a substitute for a boat in 
shipwreck. 

rafter (raf't6r) [A.-S. rafter ], n. A sloping 
piece of timber supporting a roof, 
rag (rig) [Soand.], n. A fragment of 
cloth, tattered or shabby clothes; a 
remnant, a scrap; (pi.) tattered or shabby 
clothes. ragamuffin, n. A ragged, 
beggarly fellow, ragtag and bobtail : 
The riff-raff, the rabble, ragtime, n. 
Irregular syncopated time in music, 
rage (raj) [as rabies], n. Violent anger, 
fury; a violent desire (for); intense 
emotion, passion; an object of temporary 
enthusiasm, v.i. To storm, to be furious 
with anger; to be at the highest state of 
vehemence, intensity, or activity, rag¬ 
ing, a. Acting with violence; furious, 
vehement. 

ragged (r&g'6d) [RAG], a. Rough, shaggy; 
jagged or uneven; disjointed, irregular, 
imperfect; dissonant; worn into rags, 
tattered; shabby, miserable in appearance, 
ragout (rA-goo') [F. ragodter , to bring one’s 
taste back], n. A highly seasoned stew, 
raid (rad) [A.-S. rad , road], n. A predatory 
incursion, a foray; a sudden invasion, 
descent, or attack, v.t. To make a raid 
upon. 

rail (1) (rSl) [L. rigula , rule], n. A bar 
of wood or metal or series of bars resting 
on supports, forming part of a fence, banis¬ 
ters, etc.; one of a continuous line of bars, 
forming the track of a railway, tramway, 
etc.; the railway, v.t. To enclose or 
furnish with rails; to send by rail, rail¬ 
road, railway, n. A road laid with a 
track formed of rails of iron or steel along 
which trains are driven, railing, n. 
A fence made of rails; materials for 
railings. 

rail (2) [F. railler ], v.i. To use abusive 
language; to scoff (at or against), rail¬ 
lery, n. Good-humoured ridicule, banter, 
raiment .(ra'mSnt) [array, -ment], n. 
Dress, clothes. 

rain (ran) [A.-8. regn\, n. The moisture 
of the atmosphere falling in drops; a 
fall of such drops, a shower of anything. 
v.i. To fall in drops from the clouds; 
to fall in showers like rain. v.t. To pour 
down (rain); to send down in showers 


like rain, rainbow, n. A luminous 
arch showing the prismatic colours, 
appearing opposite the sun during rain. 
a. Many-coloured, rainfall, n. The 
amount of rain which falls in a particular 
district in a given period; a shower of 
rain, rain-gauge, n. An instrument 
for measuring the amount of rain falling 
on a given surface, rainy, a. Character¬ 
ized by much rain; showery. 

raise (riz) [Icel. reisa ], v.t. To cause to 
rise or to stand up, to set upright; to 
restore to life, to excite; to erect, construct; 
to rear, to breed; to produce; to collect, 
to levy (money) etc.; to increase the 
amount of. to raise a blockade oi 
siege: To relinquish the attempt to 
take a place by blockade or siege. 

raisin (razn) [O.F. raisin ], n. A dried 
grape. 

raj (raj) [Hindi], n. Sovereignty, rule. 

Rajah, Raja (ra'jA) [Hindi], n. An Indian 
king or prince, a title of a noble. 

rake (1) (rak) [A.-S. raca ], n. A long- 
handled implement with a toothed cross¬ 
bar, used for drawing loose material 
together^ smoothing soil, etc.; a dissolute 
or immoral man, a libertine, v.t. To 
collect or search with a rake; to scrape, 
smooth, clean, etc. (soil) with a rake; 
to fire along the length of, to enfilade, 
raking, n. Act of using a rake; amount 
of ground or quantity of material raked; 
that which is raked together (usu. in pi.) 
rakish (1), a. Dissolute, given to 
debauchery. 

rake (2) [?], n. Slope, esp. backward; 
projection of the stem or stern of a vessel 
beyond the extremities of the keel. v. 
To slope backwards, rakish (2), a. 
(Naut.) With masts sharply inclined; 
smart looking with a suggestion of the 
pirate. 

rally (1) (rfil'i) [F. rallier (RE-, ally)], v.t. 
To bring (disordered troops) together 
again; to reanimate, to pull together. 
v.i. To reassemble, esp. after a reverse 
or rout; to recover tone or spirit, n. Act 
of rallying; ( Lawn-tennis , etc.) rapid 
return of strokes. 

rally (2) (r&l'i) [RAIL (2)], v.t. To banter, 
chaff. 

ram (r&m) [A.-S.], n. A male sheep; a 
battering-ram; a battleship armed with 
a steel beak for cutting into a hostile 
vessel; such a beak: a rammer, v.t. 
To beat, drive, or force (down, into, etc.) 
by heavy blows, ramrod, n. A rod for 
forcing down the charge of a muzzle¬ 
loading gun. 

ramble (rambl) [?], v.i. To walk about 
aimlessly, to rove; to be incoherent in 
speech, writing, etc. n. A roaming 
about without a definite object, a stroll, 
rambler, n. One who rambles about; 
a variety of climbing-rose, rambling, a. 

ramify (r&m'i-fi) [L. ramus, branch, -fy] ; 
v.i. To divide, to branch out, to send out 
offshoots. v.t. To cause to divide into 
branches, etc. ramifica'tion. n. 
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ramose (ra-m§s')» [L. rdmus, branch], a. 

Branching; branched; full of branches, 
ramp (r5mp) [O.F. ram per, to climb], v.t. 
To rear on the hind-legs (of an heraldic 
lion); to rage, to storm; (Arch.) to ascend 
or descend to another level (of a wall), 
n. A slope leading from one level to 
another; a sloping part in the top of a 
hand-rail, etc. 

rampage (r&m'paj) [?], v.t. To dash 
about, to storm, rage, behave violently, 
n. Boisterous, excited, or violent behav¬ 
iour. rampageous (-pa'jus), a. 
rampant (ram'p&nt) [F., pres, p., as ramp], 
a. Standing upright on the hind legs 
(of the heraldic lion); aggressive, wild, 
luxuriant (of weeds). 

rampart (rSm'part) [F. rempart , from 
remparer , to fortify], n. An embankment 
round a fortified place; (fig.) a defence, 
ramshackle (r&m'shSkl) [prob. as RAN¬ 
SACK], a. In a crazy state, tumble- 
down. 

ranch (ranch) [Sp. rancho , mess, a party 
eating together], n. (Am.) A farm for 
roaring cattle and horses, 
rancid (r&n'sid) [L. rancidus ], a. Having 
the taste or smell of stale oil or fat. 
rancid'ity, n. 

rancour (rang'kor) [L. rancor ], n. n- 
veterate spite, resentment, or enmity. 

rancorous, a. 

random (r&n'dom) [F. randir, to press for¬ 
ward], n. Great speed or impetuosity. 
a. Done without calculation or method; 
left to chance. 

ranee (ra'ne) [Hindi], n. A Hindu queen, 
range (rfinj) [as rank (1)], v.t. To set in 
a row; to arrange in definite order, etc.; 
to roam or sail along or about, v.i. To 
extend or reach; (Ordnance) to carry (a 
specified distance) in a particular direc¬ 
tion ; to rank; to vary (from one specified 
point to another); to roam, to rove, to 
sail (along, etc.), n. A row, rank, or 
series; a tract, esp. of grazing or hunting- 
ground; the area, scope, or sphere of 
power, variation, etc.; the extreme hori¬ 
zontal distance attainable by a gun or a 
projectile; the distance between a gun and 
the object aimed at; a shooting-ground; 
a cooking-stove or kitchen grate, ranger, 
n. A rover, a wanderer; the superinten¬ 
dent of a royal forest or park, 
rank (1) (rank) [F. ranc (now rang)], n. 
A line, a row, esp. of soldiers ranged side 
by side; order; high station, dignity; 
relative position, degree of excellence, etc. 
v.t. To draw up in rank; to classify, to 
give a (specified) rank to. v.i. To hold a 
(specified) rank; to have a position 
(among, with, etc.), rank and file: 
Common soldiers; (jig.) the lower orders, 
ranker, n. A commissioned officer pro¬ 
moted from the ranks, 
rank (2) [A.-S. ranc], a. Luxuriant in 
growth, over-abundant; coarse, rancid, 
offensive; flagrant, arrant, utter; obscene, 
rankly, adv. 

rankle (rSnkl) [O.F. rancler, from rancle, 


sore], v.t. To fester (of a wound, etc.); 
to be inflamed, to irritate, 
ransack (rSn'sSk) [Icel. ranr, house, 
scekja, to seek], v.t. To search thoroughly; 
to plunder. 

ransom (r&n'som) [O.F. ranson as redemp¬ 
tion], n. Release in return for a payment; 
a sum paid for such release or for goods 
captured by an enemy, v.t. To redeem 
from captivity or obtain the restoration of 
(property) by payment; to hold to ransom; 
to release in return for a ransom, 
rant (rftnt) [M. Dut. randten, G. ranzen, to 
dance about], v.i. To use loud, bom¬ 
bastic language; to declaim in a noisy 
fashion, n. Bombastic or violent de¬ 
clamation; inflated talk, 
ranunculus (n\-nun'ku-lus) [L., dim. of 
rdna, frog], n. A genus of plants includ¬ 
ing the buttercup, ranunculaceous, a. 
rap (rip) [imit.l, v.t. To strike with a 
slight, sharp blow; to utter in an abrupt 
way. v.t. To strike a sharp blow, esp. 
at a door. n. A slight, sharp blow; a 
sound such as is made thus, 
rapacious (ri-pSL'shiis) [L. rapere, to 
seize], a. Grasping, extortionate; pre¬ 
datory ; living on food seized by force (of 
animals), rapacity (ra-pas'i-ti), n. 
rape (1) (rap) [prob. as prec.], v.t. To 
seize, to force (a woman), n. A carrying 
away by force; carnal knowledge of a 
woman against her will, 
rape (2) (rap) [L. rdpum % turnip], n. A 
plant allied to the turnip; a plant grown 
for its seed which yields oil, cole-seed, 
rapid (rSp'id) [L. rapidus, from rapere, to 
seize], a. Very swift; done, acting, or 
moving in a very short time; descending 
steeply, n. (usu. pi.) A sudden descent 
in a stream, rapid'ity, n. rapidly, adv. 
rapier (ra'pi-6r) [F. rapifre ], n. A light, 
narrow sword, used in thrusting, 
rapine (rap'in) [L. rapere, to seize], n. 
Act of carrying off by force; plunder, 
spoliation. 

rapparee (r4p-4-r5') [Ir. rapaire ], n. An 
Irish freebooter of the 17th and 18th cents, 
rappee (ra-pe') [F. rdpt, rasped], n. A 
coarse kind of snuff. 

rapprochement (ra-pr5sh-man) [F.], n. 
Reconciliation, re-establishment of friendly 
relations, esp. between nations, 
rapt (rapt) [L. raptus, seized], a. Carried 
away by one’s thoughts or emotions, en¬ 
raptured, absorbed. 

rapture (r&p'tyur) [RAPT, -URE], n. 
Ecstasy, transport; (pi.) a fit of delight, 
rapturous, a. rapturously, adv. 
rare (1) (rar) [L. rdrus ], a. Of sparse, 
thin, or porous substance, not dense; 
seldom occurring, not often met with, 
scarce, uncommon; singularly good, 
choice, rarely, adv. rareness, n. 
rare (2) [A.-S. hrSr ], a. Half-cooked, 
underdone. 

rarefy (rar'6-fl) [L. rdrus, rare. -FY], v.t. 
To make rare or less dense and solid; to 
refine, to make less gross, v.t. To be¬ 
come less dense, rarelac'tion, n. 
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rarity (rar'i-ti) [F. raritS, L. r&ritas as 
RARE (1)3, n. Rareness; tenuity; a rare 
thing. 

rascal (ras'kal) [O.F rascaille , rabble], n. 
A mean rogue, a tricky fellow, a knave, a 
scamp, a. Worthless, low. rascality, 
n. ras'cally, a. 

rash (1) (rish) [Teut.], a. Hasty, precipi¬ 
tate, venturesome; thoughtless, rashly, 
adv. 

rash (2) (r&sh) [?], n. An eruption of 
spots on the skin. 

rasher (r5sh'6r) [?], n. A thin slice of 
bacon or ham for frying, 
rasp (rasp) [O.F. rasper ], v.t. To scrape 
or grate with a coarse, rough implement; 
to file with a rasp; (fig.) to irritate, v.i. 
To rub, to grate; to make a grating sound, 
n. A coarse file for scraping, 
raspberry (raz'b6r-i) [?], n. A garden 
shrub allied to the bramble; its fruit, 
rat (r&t) [A.-8. reel], n. A large rodent of 
the mouse family; one who deserts his 
party, a turncoat, v.i. To hunt or kill 
rats (esp. with dogs). 

ratafia (r&t-a-fe'a) [F.], n. A cordial 
flavoured with the kernels of cherry, 
almond, etc. 

ratchet (r&ch'et) [?], n. A wheel or bar 
with inclined angular teeth, between which 
a pawl drops, permitting motion in one 
direction only; the pawl itself, ratchet- 
wheel, n. A wheel with toothed edge, 
rate (1) (rat) [O.F., from L. rat us, thought, 
judged], n. Proportional measure, ratio, 
comparative amount, degree, etc.; a 
standard; price, value, relative speed, 
etc.; a levy for local purposes, v.t. To 
estimate the relative worth, rank, etc., of. 
v.i. To be ranked (as), at any rate : 
In any case; even so. ratepayer, n. 
One who is liable to pay municipal rates, 
rateable (ri'tabl), a. Liable to be rated, 
subject to assessment for municipal rates; 
proportional, -rater, n. (in comb.) A 
ship or yacht of a specified rate, rating 
(1), n. Act of assessing; the grade of a 
seaman as stated in the ship’s books, 
rate (2) [?], v. To chide angrily, to scold, 
to storm (at), rating (2), n. A harsh 
reprimand. 

ratel (rft't6l) [S.Afr.Dut.], n. A nocturnal 
animal allied to the badger, 
rath (rath), *rathe (ra th) [A.-S. hrathe], 
adv. Early, soon. a. Coming early or 
before the usual time, 
rather (r&'th&r) [compar. of rathe], adv. 
Sooner, more readily, preferably; with 
more reason, more properly, more accur¬ 
ately ; in a greater degree; slightly, some¬ 
what. 

ratify (r&t'i-fi) [L. ratus, rate, -FY], v.t. 
To confirm, to make valid, rati flea'- 
tion, n. 

ratio (ra'shi-5) [L., as RATE (1)], n. Rela¬ 
tion of one quantity to another of the 
same kind. 

ratiocinate (r&sh-i-os'i-n&t) [L. ratid- 
cindtus , as prec.], v.i. To reason or argue. 

ratiocina'tion, n. 


ration (rish'un) [F v „ rrom L. ratio], n. 
Allowance of food for a given time, esp. 
in the army or navy; a portion of provi¬ 
sions, etc., allowed to one individual, v.t. 
To supply with rations; to put on fixed 
rations. 

rational (r&sh'o-n&l) [as prec.], a. Having 
the faculty of reasoning; agreeable to 
reasoning; based on what can be tested 
by reason, rationalism (r&sh'o-na-lizm), 
n. The determination of questions of 
belief by the reason, rejecting supernatural 
revelation, rationalist, n. rationalis'- 
tic, a. rationality, n. Quality of being 
rational; power of reasoning; reasonable¬ 
ness. rationalize, v.t. To render reason¬ 
able; (Math.) to clear (an equation, etc.) 
of radical signs. 

ratline, ratling (r&t'lin, -ling) [?], ». One 
of the small ropes extended across the 
shrouds on each side of a mast, forming 
rungs. 

rattan (r&-t5n') [Malay rdtari], n. The 
pliable stem of certain E. Indian climbing 
palms; a walking-stick of this, 
rattle (rati) [M.E. ratelen ], v.i. To make 
a rapid succession of sharp noises; to talk 
rapidly or foolishly; to run, ride, or drive 
rapidly; v.t. To cause to make a rattliug 
noise; to utter, play, etc. (off, away), 
rapidly; to cause to move with a clatter; 
to drive fast. n. A rapid succession of 
sharp noises; an instrument with which 
such sounds are made; a rattling noise in 
the throat; empty talk, chatter; a chat¬ 
terer; racket, boisterous gaiety; the tail 
of the rattlesnake; a plant having seeds 
that rattle in their cases, rattlesnake, n. 
An American snake, the tail of which is 
furnished with a rattle, rattling, a. 
raucous (raw'kus) [L. raucus], a. Hoarse, 
rough in sound, raucously, adv. 
ravage (r&v'aj) [as ravish], n. Ruin, 
havoc; (pi.) devastating effects, v.t. To 
devastate; to pillage, v.i. To make 
havoc. 

rave (r&v) [?], v.i. To be delirious, to 
talk wildly, or irrationally; to act furi¬ 
ously, to rage; to go into raptures (about), 
ravel (r&vl) [?], v.t. To entangle, confuse, 
involve; to untwist, to disentangle; to 
fray. v.i. To become tangled; to be¬ 
come unwoven; to fray (out), 
raven (1) (r5vn) [A.-S. hreefn ], n. A large, 
black, omnivorous bird of the crow 
family, a. Glossy black, 
raven (2) (rSvn) [O.F. raviner, as RAPINE], 
v.t. To devour with voracity, v.i. To 
plunder; to prowl after prey; to be 
ravenous. 

ravenous (rSv'6-nus) [as prec.], a. Voraci¬ 
ous, famished; furiously rapacious, eager 
for gratification, ravenously, adv. 
ravine (ra-ven') [F., as prec.], n. A long, 
deep hollow caused by a torrent, a gorge, 
ravish (rav'ish) [F. ravir , L. rapere , to 
snatch], v.t. To enrapture, transport (with 
pleasure, etc.); to violate, to rape, 
ravisher, n. One who ravishes, rapes, or 
carries off by force, ravishing, u. En- 
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chanting, charming, filling one with rap¬ 
ture. ravishment, ra. 
raw (raw) [A.-S. hriaw\ a. Uncooked; 
not wrought or manufactured; untrained, 
inexperienced, immature, fresh; having 
the flesh exposed, galled; cold and damp, 

ray (1) (ra) [O.F. rat, L. RADIUS], n. A 
beam of light proceeding from a radiant 
point; a straight line along which radiant 
energy is propagated; {fig.) a gleam, a 
vestige; one of a series of radiating lines. 
v. To radiate; to issue or shine forth in 
rays. 

ray (2) [L. rata], n. A large cartilaginous 
fish allied to the sharks, 
raze (raz) [F. raser , rdsus, scraped], v.t. 
To erase, obliterate; to level with the 
ground, to destroy. 

razor (r&'z6r) [as prec.], n. A cutting in¬ 
strument for shaving off hair, 
re (1) (ra) [see gamut], n. The second 
note of a major scale, esp. of 0 major, D. 
re (2) (re) [L.], prep. In the matter of. 
re- [L., back, again], pref. Back, back 
again; after; an-; mutually; again and 
again, anew; in opposition; off, away, 
down. _ , 

reach (1) (rgch) [A.-S. rcecan (cp. Dut. 
reiken , Qt. reichen ], v.t. To stretch out; 
to extend; to attain to, arrive at, to 
affect; to hand, to pass, v.i . To reach 
or stretch out the hand ; to put forth one’s 
powers, to be extended so as to touch, to 
have extent in time, space, etc.; to attain 
(to), n. Act or power of reaching; 
extent, range, attainment; a 6tretch of 
water between two bends, 
react (re-&kt') [RE-, ACT], v.i. To act in 
response (to a stimulus, etc.); to have a 
reciprocal effect; to tend in an opposite 
manner, v.t. To act again, reaction, 
n. Iteciprocal action; response to stimu¬ 
lation; chemical action of one substance 
upon another; the force exerted upon the 
agent by a body acted upon; contrary 
action; action in an opposite direction, 
esp. in politics, reactionary, a. Tend¬ 
ing towards reaction, retrograde, con¬ 
servative. ra. A reactionary person, 
read (rgd) [A.-S. rtiedari ], v.t. (past and 
p.p. read, red) To perceive and under¬ 
stand the meaning of (characters, symbols, 
significant features, etc.), to peruse; to 
reproduce mentally, vocally, or instru- 
mentally (words, notes, etc., conveyed by 
symbols); to discover by observation, to 
explain; to see through; to ascertain or 
6tudy by reading, v.i. To follow or 
Interpret the meaning of a book, etc.; to 
render written music (well, easily, etc.); 
to mean (in a certain way, etc.); to sound 
(well, ill, etc.) when perused or uttered, 
readable, a. Worth reading; legible, 
reader, w. One who reads, esp. much, 
reading, a. Addicted to reading, studi¬ 
ous. ra. The act, practice, or art of 
reading; literary research; a public 
recital at which selections are read aloud; 
an interpretation, a rendering. 


readjust (re-ad-j fist') fRE-, ADJUST], v.t. 

To arrange or adjust afresh, 
ready (red'i) [A.-S. geroede ], a. Prepared, 
fit for use or action; willing, about (to); 
prompt; expert, facile; handy, quickly 
available, n. The position in which a 
fire-arm is held before presenting and 
aiming; {slang) money, actual cash ready 
to be put down, ready-made, a. Not 
made to order (esp. of clothing), readily, 
adv. Without trouble, easily; willingly, 
readiness, ra. State of being ready, pre¬ 
paredness; willingness, ease, aptitude, 
quickness in acting. 

real (1) (re'&l) [L. redlis y from rls, thing], 
a. Actually existing; not imaginary, I 
theoretical, or nominal; not counterfeit; 
having substantial existence; {Law) con¬ 
sisting of lands or houses, opp. to personal, 
really, adv. In fact, in reality; {colloq.) 

I assure you. 

real (2) (ra'al) [Sp.], ra. {pi. reales, 
ra-a'lez) A Spanish silver coin worth about 
2*d. 

realism (rS'4-lizm) [REAL (1), -TSM], n. 

The practice of representing objects, per¬ 
sons, scenes, etc., as they are or as they 
appear to the painter, novelist, etc., opp. 
to idealism and romanticism, realist, n. 
realis'tic, a. 

reality (re-al'i-tl) [REAL (1), -ITT], ». The 
quality of being real, actuality, that which ! 
underlies appearances; the real nature 
(of), realty (re'al-ti), n. {Law) Real 
property. 

realize (re'A-lIz) [real (1), -IZE], v.t. To 
apprehend clearly and vividly; to bring 
into actual existence, give reality to; to 
impress on the mind as real, to make 
realistic; to convert into money; to bring 1 
in, as a price, realizable, a. realiza ¬ 
tion, ra. 

realm (relm) [O.F. realms ], ra. A king¬ 
dom; (jig.) domain, region, sphere, 
ream (rem) [Arab, rizmah , bundle], ». 

480 sheets or twenty quires of paper, 
reap (rep) [A.-S. rlpan], v.t. To cut with 
a scythe, etc.; to gather in (a harvest). 
v.i. To perform the act of reaping; to 
receive the consequences of labour, deeds, > 
etc. reaper, n. One who reaps; a 
reaping-machine. 

rear (1) (rer) [A.-S. rctran ], v.t. To raise, j 
to elevate to an upright position; to build, 
to erect; to bring up, to breed, to edu¬ 
cate ; to raise, to cultivate, v.i. To stand 
on the hind legs (of a horse), 
rear (2) [arrear], ra. The back part, 
the hindmost division of an armed force; 
a position at the back, rear-guard, n. I 
A body of troops protecting the rear of I 
an army. 

reason (rd'zon) [O.F. raisun , as RATIO], n. ! 
That which Is adduced to support or 
serves as a ground or motive; that which | 
accounts for anything; the intellectual i 
faculties, the logical faculty; judgment, ! 
sanity; the exercise of the rational powers. 
v.i. To use the faculty of reason; to 
argue with intention of persuading; to 
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reach conclusions by way of inferences. 
v.t. To debate or examine by means of 
the reason or reasons and inferences; to 
assume or prove by way of argument; to 
persuade or dissuade thus, reasonable, 
a. Endowed with or governed by reason; 
rational; sensible, proper; fair, not 
extortionate, reasonably, adv. reason¬ 
ing, n. The act of drawing conclusions 
from premises or of using the reason; 
argumentation. 

reassure (re-a-shoor'), v.t. To assure 
again; to restore to confidence, give fresh 
courage to; to reinsure, reassuring, a. 
rebate (r6-b&t') [RE-, abate], v.t. To make 
a deduction from, to diminish; to make 
blunt, n. (re'b&t) A deduction, a 
discount. 

rebel (reb'61) [L. rebellis, rebellious (RE-, 
bellum, war)], o. Rebellious; pertaining 
to rebels, n. One who forcibly resists 
the established government or renounces 
allegiance thereto, v.i. (r6-bel') To 
engage in rebellion (against); to revolt 
(against authority or control); (fig.) to 
feel repugnance (against), rebellion 
(rd-bel'y6n), n. Organized resistance to 
the established government; opposition 
to any authority, rebellious, a. Diffi¬ 
cult to control. 

rebound (r6-bound') [O.P. rebondir], v.i. 
To bound back, to recoil; to react, n. 
The act of rebounding, a recoil; reaction 
(of feeling, etc.). 

rebuff (r6-buf') [It. ribuffo (buffo, puff)], n. 
A rejection, a check; a snub; a defeat. 
v.t. To give a rebuff to, to repel, 
rebuke (r6-buk') [O.F. rebuchier (RE-, 

bucher, to beat)], v.t. To reprove, to repri¬ 
mand; to censure, n. Act of rebuking; 
a reproof, rebukingly, adv. 
rebus (re'bus) [L., abl. pi. of r?s, thing], n. 
A picture or figure representing enig¬ 
matically a word or phrase. „ 
rebut (r6-bfit') [O.P. rebouter ], v.t. To 
check, to repel; (Law) to refute by plea 
or argument. 

recalcitrant (r6-kal'si-tr&nt) [L. recalci- 
trans (RE-, caicitrdre, to strike with the 
heel)], a. Refractory, obstinately refus¬ 
ing submission, n. A recalcitrant person, 
recalcitrance, -cy, «. 
recall (rA-kawl') [re-, CALL], v.t. To call 
back; to bring to mind, to reoollect; 
to renew; to annul, to take back. n. A 
summons to return; a signal calling back 
soldiers, a ship, etc.; the power of revok¬ 
ing or annulling. 

recant (re-k&nt') [L. recantdre], v.t. To 
retract, abjure; to disavow, v.i. To 
renounce opinions or beliefs, esp. with 
acknowledgment of error, recantation, n. 
recapitulate (re-ka-pit'Q-lat) [RE-, capitu¬ 
late], v.t. To repeat in brief, to sum up, 
to summarize, recapitulation, n. 
recede (r6-sed') [RE-, L. cidere , to go], v.i. 
To go back; to be gradually lost to view; 
to incline or trend backwards or away; to 
retreat. 

receipt (r6-set') [A.-F. receite , L. recepta, 


received], n. Act or fact of receiving or 
being received; that which is received, 
esp. money; a written acknowledgment 
of money, etc., received; a recipe. v.U 
To give a receipt for. 

receive (r6-sev') [L. reeipere ], v.t. To 
obtain or take as a thing offered; to be 
supplied with, to acquire; to welcome, to 
entertain as guest; to accept stolen goods. 
v.i. To hold a reception, receivable, 
a. receiver, n. One who receives, esp. 
stolen goods; a part of a telephonic or 
telegraphic apparatus for receiving mes¬ 
sages or current; an officer administering 
the property of bankrupts, 
recent (r6's6nt) [L. recens -entem ], a. Per¬ 
taining to time not long past, lately; late 
(of existence); modern, newly begun, 
recency, n. recently, adv. 
receptacle (r6-sep'takl) [L. recepldculutn , 
as receive], n. That which receives or 
contains; a vessel or place of deposit, 
reception (r6-sep'shiin) [L. receptio , as 
RECEIVE], n. Act of receiving; state of 
being received; receipt, acceptance, ad¬ 
mission ; the receiving of guests, new 
members of a society, etc.; a formal 
welcome; an occasion of ceremonious 
receiving of visitors; mental acceptance 
or admission (of a theory, etc.), recep'- 
tive, a. Having capacity to receive, esp. 
impressions, ideas, etc. receptivity, n. 
recess (re-ses') [L. recessus, as recede], n. 
Suspension of business, a vacation; a 
part that recedes, a niche, an alcove; a 
secluded place. 

rechauffe (re-sh6-fa) [P. w'armed up again], 
n. A dish warmed up again; a rehash, 
recherche (r6-shar'sh&) [RE-, P. cherchi , 
sought], a. (fern, -chee) Out of the 
common; choice. 

recipe (res'i-pi) [L., imper. of reeipere , to 
receive], n. A formula for compounding 
medicines, dishes, cakes, etc., a receipt; 
a means for effecting some result, 
recipient (r6-sip'i-6nt) [as prec.], a. Re¬ 
ceptive. n. One who receives, 
reciprocal (r6-sip'r6-kal) [L. reciprocity], 
a. Acting or given in return, mutual; 
interchangeable, complementary, recip'- 
rocally, adv. recip'rocate, v.i. To move 
backwards and forwards; to return an 
equivalent, v.t. To give alternating or 
backward-and-forward motion to: to 
interchange; to give in return, recipro¬ 
cation, n. Act of reciprocating; giving 
and returning, reciprocity (res-i-pros'- 
i-ti), n. State of being reciprocal; mutual 
action or the principle of give-and-take, 
esp. international interchange of com¬ 
mercial privileges. 

recite (re-sit') [BE-, CITE], v.t. To repeat 
from memory; to rehearse (facts, etc., 
in a legal document); to quote; to 
enumerate, v.i. To give a recitation, 
reciter, n. One w r ho recites; a book of 
selections for reciting, reci'tal, n. Act 
of reciting; an enumeration of facts or 
particulars, a story; a public giving of 
recitations; a musical performance, esp. 
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by one person or of the works of one person, 
recita'tion, n. The delivery of a com¬ 
position committed to memory; a com¬ 
position intended for recital, recitative 
(res-i-ta-tev 7 ), n. (Mas.) A style of render¬ 
ing vocal passages intermediate between 
singing and speaking; a piece to be sung 
in recitative. 

reck (rek) [A.-S. reccan ], v.t. To care, to 
heed, reckless, a. Heedless; rash; 
regardless, indifferent, neglectful (of), 
reckon (rek'on) [A.-S. gerecenian), v.t. To 
count, calculate, compute; to account, 
to esteem, to consider (to be), v.t. To 
settle accounts with; to rely, to count, to 
place dependence (upon), reckoner, n. 
reckoning, n. Act of counting; a state¬ 
ment of accounts, a bill; a settling of 
accounts; ( Naut .) a calculation of a ship’s 
position. „ _ 

reclaim (r6-kiam 7 ) [RE-, CLAIM], v.t. To 
bring back from error, etc.; to tame, 
civilize, bring under cultivation; to de¬ 
mand back, to recall. recltrimable, a. 
reclamation (rek-la-m&'shun), n. 
recline (r^-klln') [RE-, L. clin&re , to lean], 
v.t. To lay or lean (one’s body, head, etc.) 
back. v.t. To assume a leaning or re¬ 
cumbent posture, to lie down or lean 
back. 

recluse (re-kloos 7 ) [O.F. reclus , L. reclusus, 
shut up], a. Retired from the world; 
sequestered, n. One who lives apart 
from the world, esp. a religious devotee, 
recognition (rek-og-nish'un) [L. recognition 
as RECOGNIZE], n. Art of recognising or 
acknowledging; avowal, 
recognizance (rAkon'i-z&ns) [as foil.], n. 
(Law) A bond entered into before a 
magistrate to perform a specified act; a 
sum deposited as pledge for this, 
recognize (rek'og-niz) [RE-, L- cognoscere, 
to know], v.t. To know again; to recall 
the identity of; to acknowledge, to admit 
the truth of. recogniz'able, a. 
recoil (rS-koil') [O.F. reculer], v.t. To start 
or shrink back; to rebound; to retreat, 
n. Act of recoiling; a rebound; the 
feeling of shrinking back, as in fear or 
disgust. 

recollect (re-ko-lekt 7 ) [RE-, collect], v.t. 
To gather together again; to collect or 
compose (one’s thoughts, etc.); to rally, 
recover; (rek-6-lekt 7 ) to recall to memory, 
to remember, v.t. To come together 
again; (rek-6-lekt 7 ) to succeed in re¬ 
membering. recollec'tion, n. Act or 
power of recalling to the mind; a remin¬ 
iscence; the period over which one’- 
memory extends. 

recommend (rek-6-mend 7 ) [RE-, com¬ 
mend], v.t. To commend to another, 
esp. to represent as suitable; to advise (a 
certain course of action, etc.); to render 
acceptable (of qualities), recommenda'- 
tion, n. 

recompense (rek'om-pens) [RE-, L. corn- 
pens are, to compensate], v.t. To requite, 
to repay (a person, a service, an injury, 
etc.); to compensate (for), make up (for). 


n. Something given as a reward, com- j 

pensation, requital, or satisfaction (for a 
service, injury, etc.). 

reconcile (rek'on-sil) [RE-, L. concxU&re , 
to conciliate], v.t. To restore to friend¬ 
ship; to make acquiescent or submissive 
(to); to harmonize, make compatible 
(with); to settle (differences, etc.), recon¬ 
cilable, a. reconciliation (-sil-i-ft 7 - 
shun), n. reconcil'iatory, a. 
recondite (rek'6n-dit) [RE-, L. conditui , 
hidden], a. Abstruse, little known, 
obscure. 

reconnaissance, (r6-kon'4-sAns) [F., as 
foil.], n. Act of reconnoitring, a prelimin¬ 
ary survey to ascertain the position of the 
enemy, the strategic features, etc.; a 
detachment performing this duty, 
reconnoitre (rek-o-noi't&r) [F., now recon - 
naitre, as recognize], v.t. To make a 
preliminary examination or survey of. 
v.«. To make a reconnaissance, recon- 
noitrer, n. , _ 

reconsid'er [RE-, CONSIDER], v.t. To con¬ 
sider again; to review, to revise, recon- 
sidera'tion, n. 

record (r6-k5rd') [L. recordare (RE-, cor, 
cordis, heart)], v.t. To set down perma¬ 
nent evidence of, to imprint deeply on the 
mind. n. (rek'drd) A written or other 
permanent account or statement; a 
register, a report, minutes of proceedings, 
a series of marks made by a recording instru¬ 
ment ; a device used in a mechanical 
musical instrument to reproduce a tune, 
etc.; the past history of a person’s career: 
a memento of a person, event, etc. re¬ 
corder (r6-kdr 7 d6r), n. One who or that 
which records; a magistrate presiding 
over quarter-sessions, 
recount (r6-kount 7 ) [RE", COUNT (1)], 
v.t. r Bo relate in detail, to narrate; 
(re-kount 7 ) to count over again. ». A 
new count. 

recoup (r6-koop 7 ) [RE-, F. couper , to cut], 
v.t. To indemnify (oneself) for a loss or 
expenditure; to compensate, 
recourse (r6-k5rs 7 ) [RE-, L. cursus , course], 
n. Resorting to as for help; a source of 
help, to have recourse to: To go to 
for advice, help, etc. 

recover (r6-kuv'6r) [O.F. recovrer, as 

RECUPERATE], v.t. To regain, win back; 
to retrieve; (Law) to obtain by legal pro¬ 
cess. v.i. To regain a former state, esp. 
after sickness, misfortune, etc.; (Law) 
to be successful in a suit, recoverable, a. 
recovery, n. Act of recovering or state 
of having recovered; restoration to health; 
(Law) the obtaining of the right to some¬ 
thing by judgment of a court, 
re-cover (re-kfiv 7 6r) [RE-, cover], v.t. To 
cover again, to put a new covering on. 
recreant (rek 7 r6-ant) [O.F., yielding in 
trial by combat], o. Craven, cowardly, 
n. One who has begged for mercy, an 
apostate, a deserter. 

recreate (rek 7 r6-at) [RE-, L. cre&tus, 
created], v.t. To refresh after toil; to 
entertain, amuse, r.i. To take recrea- 
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tion. recreation, n. recreational, 
rec'reative, a. 

recriminate (r6-krim'i-nat) [RE-, CRIMIN¬ 
ATE], v.i. To bring counter-charges 
against, v.t. To accuse in return, re¬ 
crimination, n. recriminatory, a. 
recrudesce (re-kru-des 7 ) (re-, L. crd- 
descere, to become raw], v.i. To break 
out, or become sore again, recrudes¬ 
cence, n. State of becoming sore again; 
a relapse, a breaking-out again; a re¬ 
appearance. 

recruit (r6-kroot 7 ) [F. recruter (RE-, croitre, 
to grow)], v.t. To enlist (soldiers or sailors); 
to supply (an army, etc.) with recruits, 
to replenish, to fill up gaps, etc.; to 
refresh, to reinvigorate, v.i. To seek to 
recover health; to act as a recruiting- 
officer. n. A newly enlisted man. 
rectangle (rek'tSngl) [L. rectus, straight, 
ANGLE], n. A plane rectilinear quad¬ 
rilateral figure with four right angles, 
rectang'ular, a. Shaped like a rect¬ 
angle ; placed at right angles, 
rectify (rek'ti-f!) [L. rectus , right, -FT], v.t. 
To set right, amend, adjust; to reform, 
rectification, n. 

rectilinear, -lineal (rek-ti-lin'6-Ar, -61) [L., 
as prec., lined, line], n. Consisting of 
or bounded by straight lines, 
rectitude (rekti-tud) [L. rectus, right], n. 
Uprightness, conformity to truth and 
justice. 

rector (rek'tdr) [L., ruler], n. A parson 
whose tithes are not impropriate; the 
head of a religious institution, University, 
etc. rectorship, n. rectorial, a. rec¬ 
tory (rek'tor-i), n. The benefice of a rector 
with all its rights, property, etc.; the 
house of a rector. 

recumbent (r6-kum 7 b£nt) [L. recumbens ], 
a. Lying down, reclining, 
recuperate (r6-ku'per-ftt) [L. recuperatus, 
p.p. of recuperare, form of recipere, to 
receive], v. To recover; to restore to health, 
recupera'tion, n. recu'perative, a. 
recur (r6-ker 7 ) [RE-, L. currere, to run], v.i. 
To go back to in thought, etc.; to come 
back to one’s mind; to happen again or 
repeatedly, recurrence (rd-kflrtns), n. 
recurrent, a. Recurring at regular in¬ 
tervals. 

recusant (rek'u-zant) [L. recusans, refus¬ 
ing], a. Obstinately refusing to conform, 
esp. to the Established Church. ». One 
who refuses to comply, recusance, -cy, n. 
red (red) [A.-S. read], a. Of a bright 
warm colour, as blood, of the colour at 
end of the spectrum farthest from the 
violet; (fig.) anarchistic, n. A red colour 
or pigment; (fig.) a revolutionary, an 
anarchist, redbreast, n. The robin, 
red flag : The sj r mbo! of revolution or 
of anarchism, red-handed, a. Having 
hands red with blood; (caught) in the 
very act. red-hot, a. Heated to red¬ 
ness; (fig.) excited, wildly enthusiastic, 
red-letter day : An auspicious or memor¬ 
able day, because saints’ days were so 
marked in the calendar, redskin, n. 


A N. American Indian, red-tape, n. 
Extreme adherence to official routine, a. 
Characterized by this, redden, v.t. To 
make red. v.i. To become red, esp. to 
blush, reddish, a. redness, n. 
red- [RE-, before vowels], pref. 

-red, suf. Condition, as in hatred, kindred. 
redeem (re-dgm') [red-, L., emere, to buy], 
v.t. To buy back; (Law) to recover 
(mortgaged property), to buy off (an 
obligation, etc.); to perform (a promise); 
to ransom; to save, rescue; (Theol.) to 
deliver from sin and its penalty; to atone 
for. redeemer, n. One who redeems, 
esp. Christ, the Saviour of the world, 
redemption (r6-demp 7 shun) [L. redemptio , 
as prec.], n. Act of redeeming, state of 
being redeemed, esp. salvation by the 
atonement of Christ; ransom, 
redirect (re-di-rekt 7 ) [RE-, direct], v.t. To 
direct again; to readdress, rediscov'er, 
v.t. To discover afresh, 
redolent (red'6-lent) [red-, L. olens, 
smelling], a. Giving out a strong smell; 
reminding one (of), redolence, n. 
redouble (rd-dubl 7 ) [re-, double], v. To 
increase by repeated additions, to intensify; 
to grow more intense, numerous, etc. 
redoubt (rd-dout 7 ) [L. reductus, retired], n. 
A detached outwork enclosed by a parapet 
without flanking defences, 
redoubtable (r6-dou'tabl) [O.F. redouter, 
to fear], a. Formidable; valiant, 
redound (r6-dound 7 ) [L. redundare, to over¬ 
flow], v.i. To have effect, to conduce (to 
one’s credit, etc.); to recoil (upon), 
redress (rAdres 7 ) [F. redresser (DRESS)], 
v.t. To set right or straight again, to 
rectify; to amend, to make reparation for. 
n. Reparation; rectification, 
reduce (rd-dfls 7 ) [RE-, L. ducere, to bring], 
v.t. To bring to a specified condition; to 
make conformable (to a rule, formula, 
etc.); to subdue, conquer, degrade, 
diminish; (Math.) to change from one 
denomination to another, reducible, a. 
reduction, n. Act of reducing; state 
of being reduced; a conquest; a diminu¬ 
tion; (Arith.) process of finding an 
equivalent expression in terms of a different 
denomination. 

redundant (re-dun 7 dant) [L. redundans, 
overflowing, as redound], a. Superfluous; 
using more words than are necessary; 
exuberant; copious, redundance, -cy, 
n. redundantly, adv. 
reduplicate (re-du'pli-kat) [RE-, dupli¬ 
cate], v.t. To redouble, to repeat; to 
repeat a letter or syllable to form a tense, 
reduplication, n. Act of doubling or 
repeating; repetition of a syllable or other 
part of a word; a part repeated or doubled, 
redu'piicative, a. 

re-echo (re-ek'o) [RK-, echo], v. To echo 
again; to return the sound, to resound; 
to reverberate. 

reed (rCd) [A.-S. hreod ], n. The long 
straight stem of certain water or marsh 
plants; a musical pipe of this; a thin strip 
of metal in a musical instrument producing 
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the sound by a current of air. reed-pipe, 
n. A reeded organ-pipe; a musical pipe 
made of a reed, reedy, a. Abounding 
in reeds; like a reed. 

reef (1) (ref) [ ?], n. A ridge of rock, etc., at 
or near the surface of the sea; a vein of 
auriferous quartz. 

reef (2) [Icel. rif, see prec.], n. A part of a 
sail which can be rolled up in order to 
shorten sail. v.t. To reduce the extent 
of a sail by taking in a reef, reefer, n. 

A close-fitting double-breasted jacket, 
reek (r§k) [A.-S. rec], n. Smoke; fume; 
a foul or stale odour, a foul atmosphere. 
v.i. To emit smoke, vapour, or steam; to 
give off a disagreeable odour, 
reel (1) (rel) [A.-S. hreol ], n. A rotatory 
frame on which thread, etc., can be wound; 
quantity wound on a reel; a bobbin, v.t. 
To wind on or to take (off) a reel, 
reel (2) [?], v.t. To stagger; to have a 
whirling sensation, to be dizzy; a lively 
Scottish dance; music for this, 
re-enforce' [he-, enforce], v.t. To give 
fresh or additional force or strength to; to 
reinforce. «. 

reeve [?], v.t. (past and p.p. rove, reeved) 
To pass (the end of a rope, etc.) through a 
ring, a hole in a block, etc.; to fasten (a 
rope, etc.) thus. 

re-examine (re-eg-z&m'in) [RE-, examine], 
v.t. To examine again, 
refection (r6-fek'shun) [RE-, FACTION], n. 
A light meal, a repast, refectory, n. A 
hall where meals are taken in religious 
houses. . 

refer (r6-fer') [RE-, L. ferre , to bear], v.t. 
To trace back, assign (to a certain cause, 
etc.); to hand over (for consideration, etc.); 
to send (a person) for information; to 
commit (oneself) to another’s favour, etc. 
v.i. To apply for information; to cite, 
allude, direct attention (to); to be con¬ 
cerned with, ref erable, a. referee', n. 
One to whom a question is referred; an 
arbitrator, umpire, v.i. To act as a 
referee, reference (ref'6r-6ns), n. Act 
of referring; relation; allusion, directing 
of attention (to); a note referring from 
one book to another or to a commentary, 
diagram, etc.; that which or one who is 
referred to; a testimonial, referendum, 
n. Submission of a political question to 
the whole electorate, referential, a. 
refine (r6-fin') [RE-, fine (2)], v.t. To clear 
from impurities, to clarify; to educate, 
polish, to cultivate the manners, etc., of; 
to make more subtle or complex, v.i. To 
become pure or clear; to become polished 
in talk, manners, etc.; to affect subtlety 
of thought or language, refined, a. 
Freed from impurities; highly cultivated, 
elegant, refinement, n. Act or process 
of refining; state of being refined; elegance 
of taste, manners, language, etc., polish; 
elaboration (of luxury, etc.); affected 
subtlety. , 

refit (re-fit') [RE-, FIT (2)], v.t. To make fit 
for use again, to repair, n. Repairing 
or renewing, esp. a ship, refitment, n. 


reflect (r6-flekt') [RE-, L .fleeter*, to bend], 
v.t. To turn (light, heat, sound, etc.) back; 
to mirror; to cause to accrue (of honour, 
disgrace, etc.), v.i. To throw back light, 
etc.; to think, ponder, meditate; to bring 
shame or discredit (upon), reflection, 
n. Act of reflecting; state of being 
reflected; that which is reflected; con¬ 
tinued consideration, thought, meditation, 
etc.; censure, reproach, reflective, a. 
reflector, n. That which reflects, 
reflex (rg'fleks) [L. reflexus, reflected], a. 
Turned backward; introspective; reactive; 
bent back; (Physiol.) produced inde¬ 
pendently of the will. n. A reflection; i 
a reflex action, reflexive, a. (Gram.) j 
Denoting action upon the agent; implying 
action by the subject upon itself or him¬ 
self; referring back to the grammatical 
subject. 

reform (r6-ffirm') [RE-, L. formare , to 
form], v.t. To change from worse to 
better; to improve, mend, remedy, v.i. 

To amend one’s habits, morals, conduct, 
etc. n. The act of reforming; an 
alteration for the better, improvement, 
correction of abuses, etc. 
re-form (re-form') [RK-, FORM], v.t. To 
form again or anew. 

reformation (ref-or-mS'shun) [as REFORM], 
n. Act of reforming; state of being 
reformed; redress of grievances or abuses, 
the Reformation : The movement in the 
16th cent, which resulted in the establish¬ 
ment of the Protestant Churches, refor'- 
matory, n. An institution for the deten¬ 
tion and reformation of juvenile offenders, 
reformer, n. One who effects or favoura 
a reform; one who took a leading part in 
the Reformation. I 

refract (r6-frakt') [RE-, L. fractus , broken], 
v.t. To deflect (a ray of light, etc.) from its ! 
direct course (of water, glass, etc.), refrac¬ 
tion, n. The deflection that takes place 
when a ray of light, heat, etc., passes at any 
other angle than a right angle from the 
surface of one medium into another medium 
of different density. 

refractory (r6-fr&k't6r-i) [as prec.], a. 
Perverse, obstinate in opposition, un¬ 
manageable. 

refrain (1) (r6-fr&n') [O.F., as refract], n. 
The burden of a song, a phrase frequently 
repeated. 

refrain (2) [O.F. refrener (RE-, L. frenum , 
curb)], v.t. To hold back, restrain, curb. v.i. 

To forbear; to abstain (from an act, etc.), 
refresh (r6-fresh') [RE-, FRESH], v.t. To 
make fresh again; to revive or restore; to 
freshen up (one’s memory), refreshment, 
n. That which refreshes, esp. (pi.) food 
or drink. 

refrigerate (r6-frij'er-5t) [RE-, L. frlgus, 
cold], v.t. To freeze or keep at a very low 
temperature in a refrigerator, refriger- | 
ant, a. Cooling, allaying heat. n. That | 
which cools or refreshes, refrigeration, 
n. refrig'erator, n. An apparatus for 
keeping provisions in a frozen state in order 
to preserve their freshness, 
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refuge (ref'uj) [refugium (RE-, L .fugere, to 
flee)], n. Shelter from danger or distress; 
a place, person, course of action, etc., that 
protects from distress or calamity; a 
stronghold, a sanctuary; an expedient, 
refugee', n. One who flees to a place of 
refuge. 

refulgent (r6-ful'j6nt) [RE-, L. fulgens , 
shining], a. Shining brightly, brilliant. 

refulgence, n. 

refund (refund') [L. refundere, to pour 
back], v.t. To pay back, to reimburse. 
v.i. To make repayment, 
refuse (1) (re-fuz') [O.F. refuser, as REFUND], 
v.t. To decline; to deny the request of; 
to fail to take. v.i. To decline to comply, 
refusal, n. 

refuse (2) (ref'fls) [as prec.], a. Rejected, 
n. That which is rejected as worthless; 
waste matter. 

refute (r6-fut') [L. refUtdre ], v.t. To prove 
(a statement, etc.) false, to disprove; to 
rebut in argument, to confute, refutable 
(refu'-tabl), a. refuta tion, n. 
regain (r6-gan'> [RK-, gain], v.t. To re¬ 
cover possession of ; to reach again; to 
gain anew. 

regal (rS'gal) [L. rigdlis, from rex rtgis, 
king], a. Pertaining to or fit for a king, 
regally, adv. 

regale (rS-gal') [It. regalare], v.t. To 
entertain sumptuously, v.i. To feast, 
regalia (re-ga'li-a) [L. as REGAL], n.pl. The 
insignia of royalty, esp. the emblems dis¬ 
played at coronations, 
regard (regard') [P. regarder ], v.t. To look 
at; to give heed to, pay attention to; to 
value, pay honour to, esteem; to consider 
(as); to concern, to relate to. v.i. To 
look; to pay attention, n. A look, a gaze; 
observant attention, consideration; kindly 
or respectful feeling; reference, relation; 
(pi.) good wishes, regardful, a. re¬ 
garding, prep. Respecting, concerning, 
regardless, a. Heedless, careless, negli¬ 
gent. 

regatta (r6-g&t'a) [It., contention], n. A 
race-meeting at which boats contend for 
prizes. 

regency (r5'j6n-si) [REGENT, -CY], n. The 
office or government of a regent; a body 
entrusted with this; the period of office 
of a regent. 

regenerate (r6-jen'6r-St) [RE-, generate], 
v.t. To change fundamentally; to impart 
fresh vigour or higher life to; (Theol.) to 
renew the heart of by the infusion of divine 
grace; to convert, a. Reformed, con¬ 
verted. regeneration, n. New birth 
as the consequence of baptism, regen'er- 
ative, a. 

regent (rS'jent) [L. regens , ruling], n. One 
appointed to govern a kingdom in place 
of the sovereign, regentship, n. 
regicide (rej'i-sld) [L. rex regis , king, 
-CIDE], n. The killing or one who takes 
part in the killing of a king, regici'dal, a. 
regime (te-zhem') [P. regime, as foil.], n. 
Mode or prevailing system of government, 
social system, or general state of things. 


regimen (rej'i-men) [L. regere, to rule], n. 
The systematic management of food, drink, 
exercise, etc., for the preservation or 
restoration of health. 

regiment (rej'i-ment) [L. regimentum , as 
prec.], n. The largest permanent unit 
of the army, comprising several companies 
or troops, regimen'tal, a. Pertaining 
to a regiment, n.pl. Military uniform, 
region (re'jim) [L. regio, -dnem , from 
regere , to rule], n. A large but indefinite 
tract having certain prevailing character¬ 
istics ; a district, a sphere, a realm; one of 
the strata into which the atmosphere or 
the sea may be divided; the surroundings of 
a bodily organ, regional, a. 
register (re j'is-ter) [L. regesta , things 
recorded (RE-, gerere , to carry)], n. An 
official record, authoritative list of names, 
facts, etc., as of births, marriages, deaths’ 
persons entitled to vote, shipping, etc.; 
a book in which such is kept; registration ; 
a recording indicator; a contrivance for 
regulating admission of air or heat to a 
room, ventilator, fire, etc.; musical com¬ 
pass. v.t. To enter or cause to be entered 
in a register; to record, to indicate (of an 
instrument), registrable, a. registrar, 
n. , An official keeper of a register, 
registry, n. An office where a register 
is kept. 

regius (rS'ji-fis) [L., royal], a. Appointed 
by the sovereign (of certain professors al 
Oxford and Cambridge), 
regnant (reg'nttnt), a. Ruling; prevalent, 
regrate (rS-gr&t') [O.F. regrater], r.t. Tc 
deal in food-stuffs with the object of raising 
prices, regrater, n. 

regress (re'gres) [L. regressus , gone 
back], n. Passage back, return, v.i. 
(re-gres') To move back, to return, 
regression, n. Reversion to type; the 
turning back of a curve, 
regret (r6-gret') [O.P. regrater ], n. Sorrow 
for a disappointment, loss, etc.; grief, 
repentance, remorse, v.t. To be dis¬ 
tressed or sorry for; to regard with sor¬ 
row or remorse, regretful, a. regrett¬ 
able, a. 

regular (reg'u-l&r) [L. regula t rule], a. 
Conforming to rule, law, or principle; 
systematic, methodical, unvarying, normal; 
acting, happening, etc., in an orderly or 
habitual manner; duly authorized, 
properly qualified; (Oeom.) having the 
sides and angles equal; belonging to the 
standing army. n. A person permanently 
employed or constantly attending, a soldier 
of a permanent army, regularity, n. 
regularize, v.t. regularly, adv. 
regulate (reg'fl-iat) [late L. reguL&tus, ruled], 
v.t. To adjust or order by rule; to subject 
to restrictions; to put or keep in good 
order, regulable, a. regulation, n. 
Act of regulating; state of being regu¬ 
lated; a prescribed rule, 
rehabilitate (re-ha-bil'i-tat) [RE-, habili- 
tate], v.t. To restore to a former rank, 
privilege, etc., to reinstate; to re-establish 
one’s character, rehabilitation, n. 
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rehearse (rAhers') [O.F. rehercer, to harrow 
again], v.t. -To repeat; to relate, enumer¬ 
ate; to recite or practise (a play, etc.) 
before public performance, rehearsal, n. 
Act of rehearsing; a trial performance, 
reign (ran) [L. regnum ], n. Sovereignty, 
rule, sway; the period during which a 
sovereign reigns. v.i. o exercise 
sovereign authority, to prevai. 
reimburse (rg-im bSrs') [RE- tmburse], 
v.t. To repay (one who has spe* * money); 
to refund (expenses), reimburse nent, n. 
rein (ran) [O.F. rene (RE-, tenbre. to hold)], 
n. A long narrow strap attached to a bit 
for guiding an animal in riding or driving; 
means of restraint or control, v.t. To 
check, control; {fig.) to curb, restrain, 
reindeer (rfin'dSr) [Icel. hreinn -deer], n. 

A sub-arctic domesticated deer, 
reinforce (re-in-fors') [RE-, ENFORCE], v.t. 
To strengthen as by additional troops, 
ships, etc., adding to the size, thickness, 

reinstate (rAin-stat') [RE-, instate], v.t. 
To restore, to replace (in a former position, 
etc.), reinstatement, n. reinvig'orate, 
v.t. To reanimate; to give fresh vigour 
to. 

reis (r5s) [Port.], n.pl. A Portuguese and 
Brazilian money of account, 1000th of a 
milreis. 

reit'erate (rAit'er-at) [RE-, iterate], v.t. 
To repeat again and again, reitera'tion, 
n. Repetition. 

reject (rAjekt') [RE-, L. jectus, thrown], v.t. 
To discard, cast off; to refuse to accept, 
grant, etc.; to repel; to vomit, rejec¬ 
tion, n. 

rejoice (rAjois') [O.F. rejoissant, rejoicing], 
v.t. To gladden, v.i. To feel joy or 
gladness in a high degree; to make merry. 

rejoicing, n. 

rejoin (rAjoin') [RE-, JOIN], v.i. To come 
together again; to retort; to answer a 
charge or pleading, rejoinder, n. An 
answer, esp. to a reply, a retort, 
rejuvenate (rAjoo'vAnat) [RE-, L. juvenis, 
young], v. To make or become young 
again, rejuvena'tion, n. rejuvenes'- 
cence, n. A renewal of youth; state of 
this, rejuvenescent, a. 
relapse (rAiaps') [RE-, L. lapsus , slipped], 
v.i. To fall back into vicious ways, etc., or 
into illness after partial recovery; to fall 
away after conversion or recantation, n. 
A falling or sliding back into a former bad 
state. 

relate (rg-lat') [L. relatus , p.p. of referre , 
see refer], v.t. To tell, to recount; to 
bring into relation (with); to ascribe to 
as source or cause, v.i. To have regard 
(to); to refer (to), related, a. Con¬ 
nected by blood or marriage, rela'tion, n. 
Act of relating; that which is related; 
an account, story; respect; condition 
of being related; way in which a thing 
stands in regard to another; kinship; a 
kinsman or kinswoman, relationship, n. 
State of being related; connexion by blood, 
etc., kinship. 


relative (rel'Ativ) [L. relativus, as prec.), o. 
Being in relation to something; involving, 
implying, or resulting from relation, com¬ 
parative; not absolute; corresponding, 
related; relevant, having reference; 
{Oram.) referring or relating to another 
word or sentence, called the antecedent, 
n. A person connected by blood or mar¬ 
riage, a relation; a relative word, rel'a- 
tively, adv. In relation to something 
else; comparatively, relativ'ity, n. 
relax (rAiaks') [RE-, LAX], v.t. To slacken, 
to loosen; to enleeoie, make languid; 
to mitigate; to relieve from strain or 
effort, v.t. To become less tense, rigid, 
or severe; to grow less energetic; to take 
relaxation, relaxation, n. 
relay (rAia') [O.F. relais ], n. A supply 
of fresh horses, etc., to relieve others when 
tired. 

re-lay (rS-la') [RE-, lay (1)], v.t. To lay 
again. 

release (r A15s') [as RELAX], v.t. To liberate; 
to deliver from pain, care, grief, or other 
evil; to free from penalty; (Law) to sur¬ 
render (a right, claim, etc.), n. Libera¬ 
tion; discharge from liability, responsi¬ 
bility, etc.; (Law) surrender of property or 
right, and the instrument by which this is 
effected. 

relegate (rel'AgSt) [RE-, L. legitus , sent], v.t. 
To consign or dismiss (usu. to an inferior 
position); to commit, or hand over (to), 
relegable, a. relega tion, n. 
relent (rAlent') [RE-, L. lentus, soft], v.i. 
To become less harsh or severe; to yield, 
relentless, a. Merciless, obdurate, 
relevant (rel'Avant) [RE-, levans , raising], 
#. Pertinent, applicable, apposite, rele¬ 
vance, -cy, n. 

reliable (rAli'Abl) [RELY, -ABLE], a. That 
may be relied on, trustworthy, relia¬ 
bility, n. reli ance, n. Confident de¬ 
pendence (upon), trust, reliant, o. 
relic (rel'ik) [L. reliquiae , remains, as foil.], 
n. Some part remaining, a remnant, a 
scrap, a survival. 

relict (rel'ikt) [RE-, L. lictus, left over], n. 
A widow. 

relief (rAlef') [as relieve], n. Alleviation 
of pain, etc.; that which alleviates; 
assistance given to people in distress; 
release from a post by a substitute; such 
a substitute; assistance in time of stress; 
those carrying this out; (fig.) anything 
that relaxes tension; the projecting of 
carved figures from a surface; a piece ef 
sculpture, etc., carved thus; apparent 
projection due to drawing, colouring, and 
shading. 

relieve (rAlev') [RE-, L. lev&re , to raise], 
v.t. To alleviate, lighten, esp. pain, grief, 
discomfort, etc.; to release kom a post, 
responsibility, etc.; to raise the siege of; 
monotony, dullness, etc.; to bring out or 
make conspicuous by contrast, 
religion (rAlij'un) [L. religi&nem , nora. -gio, 
? re Agar e , to bind], n. Belief in a personal 
God. entitled to worship and obedience; 
feelngs, effects and practices resulting 
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from such belief; a system of faith, 
doctrine, and worship, religious (rAlij'us), 
a. Imbued with religion; devout; per¬ 
taining to religion; belonging to a monastic 
order, religiously, adv. 
relinquish (rAling'kwish) [RR-, L. linquere , 
to leave], v.f To forsake, abandon; 
desist from, relinquishment, n. 
reliquary (rel'i-kwa-ri) [as relic], n. A 
depository for relics. 

relish (relish) [O.F. reles , that left behiud], 
n. Effect of anything on the palate, esp. 
a pleasing flavour; fondness, liking; a 
flavouring, a trace (of), v.f. To give 
agreeable flavour to; to partake of with 
pleasure; to enjoy, v.t. To have a 
pleasing taste; to taste or smack (of), 
reluctant (rAluk'taut) [RE-, L. luctans , 
struggling], a. Resisting, disinclined (to); 
done or granted unwillingly, reluctance, 
n. reluctantly, adv. 

rely (re-IT) [RK-, L. ligire, to bind], v.t. 
To trust or depend (upon) with confidence, 
remain (rAman') [RE-, L. manure, to stay], 
v.t. To stay behind or be left over; to 
survive; to continue in a place or state; 
to last. n. (usu. pi.) That which remains 
behind; a corpse; writings published 
after one’s death; relics, remainder, n. 
Anything left over, the rest, the residue; 
(Law) an interest in an estate after a prior 
estate is determined. 

remand (remand') [RE-, L. manddrt , to 
commit], v.t. To send back (to); to 
recommit in custody. ». Act of remand¬ 
ing; state of being remanded, 
remark (rAmark') [RK-, mark], v.t. To 
take notice of, esp. with particular atten¬ 
tion. n. Act of noticing; an observa¬ 
tion, comment, remarkable, a. Worthy 
of special observation, 
remedy (rem'Adi) [RE-, L. medgrl, to 
heal], n. That which cures a disease; 
that which counteracts or repairs any evil; 
redress, v.t. To cure, heal; to rectify, 
redress, reme'diable, a. remedial, o. 
remember (rAmem'bir) [RK-, L. memor , 
mindful], v.f. To keep in or recall to 
mind, not to forget, to know by heart, 
remembrance, n. Act of remembering; 
memory; time over which memory 
extends; a keepsake, memento; (pi.) 
regards, greetings, remembrancer, n. 
An officer of the Exchequer who collects 
debts due to the sovereign, 
remind (rAmind') [RE-, mind], v.f. To 
put in mind (of); to cause to remember, 
reminder, n. 

reminiscence (rem-i-nis'Ans) [L. reminiscl , 
to remember], n. Act or power of remem¬ 
bering; that whieh is remembered; (pi.) 
a collection of recollections, reminiscent, 
a. Recalling past events; reminding or 
suggestive (of). 

remiss (rAmis') [as remit], a. Careless 
in the performance of duty, negligent; 
slack, languid. 

remission (rAmish'iln) [as foil.], n. Act of 
remitting; the discharge of a debt, penalty, 
etc.; pardon; diminution, relaxation. 


remit (rAmit') [RE-, L. rnittere , to send, 
p.p. rntj-jui], v.f. To send, back; to 
transmit (cash, etc.); to submit, to refer 
to a lower court; to defer, to slacken, to 
mitigate; to forgo, to discharge from 
(penalty, etc.); to forgive, v.i. To 
abate, remittal, n. A surrender; remis¬ 
sion from one court to another, remit¬ 
tance, n. Act of remitting money; the 
sum so remitted. 

remnant (rem'n&nt) [as remain], n. 
That which is left; the last part of a 
piece of cloth, etc.; a scrap, fragment, 
remonstrance (rAmon'stxans) [re-, L. 
monstrare, to show], n. Act of remon¬ 
strating ; a formal protest, remonstrant, 
a. Expostulatory. n. One who remon¬ 
strates. rem'onstrate, v. remonstra'- 
tion, n. remon'strative, a. 
remora (rem'Ar&) [re-, L. mora , delay], 
n. A sucking-fish believed by the ancients 
to have the power of stopping ships, 
remorse (rAmbrs') [re-, L. morsus , 
bitten], n. Pain caused by a sense of 
guilt, remorseful, a. remorseless, o. 
remote (rAmot') [re-, L. mdtus, moved], a. 
Distant in time or space; not related, 
different; least (usu. in superl.). 
semove (rAmoov') [re-, move], v.t. To 
move from or to a place; to take away, 
get rid of. v.i. To change one’s place of 
abode, n. A degree of gradation; a dish 
removed to give place to another; a form 
in some schools; removal, departure, 
removable, a. removal, n. Act of 
removing; change of place or abode; 
lismissal. 

remunerate (rAmfl'n6r-ftt) [RE-, L. mflnur, 
gift], v.f. To reward, to pay for a service, 
etc.; to serve as recompense (for or to), 
remunera'tion, n. remunerative, o. 
Producing a due return; paying, profitable. 
Renaissance (rAna'sans, ren-ft-sans) [as 
RENASCENT], n. The revival of art and 
letters in the 14th-16th cents.; the period 
3f this; the style of art developed under it. 
renal (re'nil) [L. rin, kidney], a. Pertain- 
iig to the kidneys. 

renascent (rAn&s'int) [re-, L. nascent, 
being born], a. Coming into being again ; 
pertaining to the Renaissance, renas¬ 
cence, n. Renewal, a springing into fresh 
life; the Renaissance, 
rencounter (ren-koun't6r), rencontre (ran- 
kontr) [F. RE-, ENCOUNTER)], n. An 
encounter, combat; an unexpected meet¬ 
ing. v.t. To clash; to meet an enemy 
unexpectedly. 

rend (rend) [A.-S. rendan], v.f. (past and 
p.p. rent] To tear or wrench (off, 
apart, etc.); to separate with violence; 
(fig.) to cause anguish to. v.i. To bo 
pulled apart. 

render (ren'der) [O.F. rendrs], vd. To give 
in return; to give up; to present, band in; 
to express, represent, translate, execute; 
to make; to boil down; to give the first 
coat of plaster to. rendering, n . A 
return; a translation, interpretation, 
ex-ecutioB (of music, a diatuatic part, etc.R 
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rendezvous (ren'd6-voo) [P. rendez-vous, 
render or betake yourselves], n. A place 
agreed upon for meeting; a place of com¬ 
mon resort, v.i. To meet or assemble at 
a rendezvous. 

renegade (ren'6-gad) [Sp., from RE-, L. 
i.egare, to deny], n. An apostate; a 
turncoat. 

renew (r6-nu') [RE-, new], v.t. To make 
new or as good as new, to renovate; to 
grant a further period of (a lease, etc.). 
v.i. To become young or new again; to 
grow or begin again, renewable, a. 
renew'al, n. 

rennet (ren'et) [M.E., from renne, to run], 
n. A preparation from the stomach- 
membrane, used to coagulate milk, 
renounce (r6-nouns') [RE-, L. nuntius , 
messenger], v.t. To reject formally, to 
repudiate. 

renovate (ren'o-v&t) [RE-, L. novus, new], 
v.t. To make new again; to restore, 
repair, renova'tion, n. ren'ovator, n. 
renown (re-noun') [A.-F. renoun, L, re- 
nominare , to name again], n. Exalted 
reputation, celebrity, v.t. To make 
famous. renowmed (rS-nound'), a. 
Eminent, celebrated. 

rent (1) (rent) [as REND], n. A tear, slit, or 
opening made by rending; a cleft, a 
chasm; (Jig.) a schism, 
rent (2) (rent) [O.P. rente ], n. Periodical 
payment for the use of any kind of property, 
esp. land or tenements, v.t. To occupy 
or use in return for rent; to let for rent; 
to impose rent upon. v.i. To be let 
(at a certain rent), rent-roll, n. A 
schedule of a person’s property and rents; 
total income from this source, rental, n. 
The total income from rents of an estate, 
renunciation (r6-nfln-si-a'shun) [as RE¬ 
NOUNCE], n. Act of renouncing; self- 
denial, self-resignation, renunciatory, a. 
reoc'cupy, v.t. To occupy again, 
rep (rep) [P. reps], n. A textile with a 
finely-corded surface. 

repair (1) (r6-par') [RE-, L. patria , one’s 
native land], v.i. To betake oneself, to 
resort (to), n. A place to which one 
goes often or which is much frequented; 
a resort. 

repair (2) [RE-, L. par are, to make 

ready], v.t. To restore to a good state; 
to renovate, mend; to set right, to make 
amends for. n. Restoration; good or 
comparative condition, 
reparable (rep'a-rabl) [REPAIR (2), -ABLE], 
a. Capable of being repaired or put 
right, repara'tion, n. Act of repairing 
or restoring; state of being repaired; 
satisfaction for wrong or damage, com¬ 
pensation. rep'arative, a. 
repartee (rep-ar-te') [F. repartir , to start 
again], n. A smart or witty rejoinder, 
repass (re-pas') [RE-, pass], v.t. To pass 
or go past again; to recross, v.i. To pass 
in the opposite direction, 
repast (r6-past') [RE-, L. pascere , to feed], n. 
A meal; food; act of taking food. v.i. 
To feed, to feast (upon, etc.). 


repatriate (re-p&'tri-at) [RE-, L. patria , 
one’s country], v. To restore to or to 
return to one’s country, repatria'tlon, n. 
repay (re-pa') [RE-, PAY (1)], v.t. ( past and 
p.p. repaid) To pay back, refund; to 
deal (a blow, etc.) in retaliation; to 
requite, repayment, n. 
repeal (r6-pel') [RE-, O.F. apeler , to appeal], 
v.t. To revoke, annul; to retract, n. 
Abrogation, revocation, repealable, a. 
repeat (re-pet') [RE-, L. petere , to seek], v.t. 
To do, make, or say over again; to recite; 
to imitate, v.i. To recur; to strike the 
hours or quarters (of a watch), re¬ 
peatedly, adv. repeater, n. One who 
or that which repeats, esp. a fire-arm, or 
a watch striking the hours and parts of 
hours when required. 

repel (r6-pel') [RE-, L. pellere , to drive], 
v.t. To drive back; to repulse, keep at a 
distance; to tend to drive back, etc. 
repel'lent, a. Repelling or tending to 
repel; repulsive. 

repent (rApent') [RE-, L. peenitere , to make 
contrite], v.i. To feel regret for something, 
esp. to feel such sorrow for sin as leads to f 
amendment; to be penitent or contrite. . 
v.t. To feel contrition or remorse for. 
repentance, n. repentant, a. 
repertoire (rep-6r-twar') [P. as foil.], n. A 
stock of musical pieces, plays, etc., that a 
person or company is ready to perform, 
repertory (rep'er-td-ri) [RE-, L. par ere, to 
produce], n. A storehouse, a magazine, 
esp. of information, statistics, etc.; a 
repertoire. 

repetition (rep-6-tish'un) [L. repetitio, as 
repeat], n. Act of repeating; recital 
from memory; that which is repeated; a 
replica. 

repine (r6-pln') [RE-, PINE (2)], v.i. To fret 
oneself, to murmur; to grumble, 
replace (r6-plas') [RE-, place], v.t. To put 
back again in place; to take the place of; 
to supersede, displace, replaceable, a. 
replenish (r6-plen'ish) [RE-, L. pleuus , full], 
v.t. To fill again or completely; to stock 
abundantly, replenishment, n. 
replete (re-plet') [RE-, L. pletus, filled], a. 
Completely filled; abundantly supplied 
(with), repletion, n. 
replica (rep ii-kuj Lit., as replyj, n. A 
duplicate by him who executed the original; 
an exact copy, a facsimile, repiica'tion, 
n. A reply, rejoinder; an echo, 
reply (re-pli') [RE-, L. plicare, to fold], v.i. 
To answer, orally, in writing, or by action. 
v.t. To return as in answer, n. Act of 
replying; a response. 

report (r6-port') [RE-, L. port&re, to bring], 
v.t. To bring back as an answer; to 
describe, esp. as an eye-witness; to state; 
to prepare a record of; to take down (a 
speech, etc.); to announce, to certify; to 
give information against, v.i. To tender 
a report; to act as a reporter; to announce 
oneself, n. That which is reported; 
common talk, rumour; repute, accepted 
character; a loud, esp. explosive, noise, 
reporter, n. One who reports, esp. law 
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proceedings, decisions of legislative debates, 
public meetings, etc. adv. reportorial 
(-tdr'i-Al), a. 

repose (1) (r6-pGz') [re-, L. positus , 
placed], v.t. To place, to put (confidence, 
etc., in), reposal, n. 
repose (2) [RE-, L. pausdre , to pause], v.t. 
To refresh with rest; to cause to rest. v.i. 
To rest; to lie or be laid at rest. n. Rest, 
cessation of activity, etc.; sleep, tran¬ 
quillity, composure. 

repository (re-poz'i-t6ri) [L. 1 repositus , as 
repose (1)], n. A place where things are 
deposited for safety or preservation; a 
store, a warehouse. 

repouss6 (r6-poo'sa) [RE-, P. pousser, to 
push], a. Embossed by hammering from 
behind (of metal work), 
reprehend (rep-r6-hend') [re-, L. pre- 
hendere , to seize], v.t. To find fault with; 
to censure, reprehensible, a. repre¬ 
hension, n. 

represent (rep-r6-zent') [RE-, present (2)], 
v.t. To bring before the mind by describ¬ 
ing, imitating, etc.; to serve as a likeness 
of; to state (that), to make out (to be); 
to personate; to stand for, be an example 
of; to act for. representation, n. Act 
of representing; a dramatic performance; 
a statement of arguments, etc.; the system 
of representing bodies of people, repre¬ 
sentative, a. Serving or fitted to repre¬ 
sent; typical; acting as agent, etc.; 
consisting of delegates, etc. n. One who 
or that which represents; an example; 
an agent, substitute, a person chosen by 
electors. 

repress (r6-pres') [RE-, L. pressus , pressed], 
v. To restrain, put down, quell; to pre¬ 
vent from breaking out. repression 
(-presh'un), n. repressive, a. 
reprieve (r6-prev') [O.F. repris (RE-, L. 
prehendere , to seize)], v.t. To grant a 
respite to. n. Temporary suspension of 
a sentence on a prisoner; a respite, 
reprimand (rep'ri-mand) [F. reprimer , to 
repress], n. A severe reproof, a rebuke. 
v.t. (-mand') To reprove severely, esp. 
publicly. 

reprint (rS-print') [RE-, print], v.t. To 
print (a book, etc.) again, n. (r6'-) A new 
impression of a printed work without 
alteration. 

reprisal (r6-pri'z4l) [O.F. reprisaille, as 
reprieve], n. Act of seizing by way of 
indemnification or retaliation, 
reproach (r6-proch') [F. reprocher ], v.t. 
To censure, to upbraid, n. Censure 
mingled with opprobrium or grief; a 
rebuke; shame, disgrace, reproachable, 
a. reproachful, a. Containing or ex¬ 
pressing reproach; upbraiding; infamous, 
reprobate (rep'ro-bat) [L. reprobdtus , as 
reproof], a. Abandoned to sin, depraved, 
n. A wicked, depraved wretch, v.t. (-bat) 
To condemn severely, reproba'tion, n. 
reproduce (re-prd-dus') [RE-, produce], 
v.t. To produce again; to copy, repro¬ 
duction (-duk'shun), ». reproductive, 
-tory, a. 


reproof (rS-proof') [O.F. reprove (RE-, L. 
probare , to prove)], n. Censure, blame, 
reprehension, reprove, v.t. To rebuke, 
esp. to one’s face, to chide, 
reptile (rep'til, -til) [L. reptilis, from reptus , 
crept], a. Creeping, crawling; (fig.) 
grovelling, servile, n. One of a class of 
animals comprising the snakes, lizards, 
turtles, crocodiles, etc., moving on the 
belly or on small, short legs, reptilian 
(-til'i-an), o. and n. 

republic (r6-pub'lik) [L. rdspublica], n. 
A State or constitution in which the 
supreme power is vested in the people, a 
commonwealth, republican, a. Per¬ 
taining to or consisting of a republic, n. 
One who favours a republican form of 
government, republicanism, n. 
repudiate (r6-pu'di-at) [L. repudium , 
divorce], v.t. To disown, to disclaim (a 
debt, etc.); to refuse to admit, accept, 
recognize, etc. ; to cast oil. repudi¬ 
ation, n. 

repugnance (r6-pug'Mns) [RE-, L. pugnare , 
to fight], n. Inconsistency, incompati¬ 
bility, or opposition, of mind, statements, 
etc.; antipathy, aversion, repugnant, a. 
repulse (rO-puls') [RE-, L. pulsus , driven], 
v.t. To drive back, esp, by force of arms; 
to rebuff, to snub; to defeat in argument, 
n. Act of repulsing; the state of being 
repulsed; a rebuff, failure, disappointment, 
repul'sion, n. Act of repulsing; the 
state of being repulsed; (Phys.) the 
tendency of certain bodies to repel each 
other; dislike, aversion, repulsive, a. 
Acting so as to repel; forbidding, repellent, 
disgusting. 

reputable (rep'u-t&bl) [REPUTE, -ABLE], a. 
Being in good repute; respectable, 
creditable. 

reputation (rep-u-ta'shdn) [as repute], n. 
The estimation in which one is generally 
held; good fame, credit, respectability; 
character, repute. 

repute (re-put') [RE-, L. putdre. to think], 
v.t. To deem, reckon, n. Reputation, 
fame, reputed, a. Generally regarded 
as (usu. with doubt). 

request (r6-kw r est') [RE-, QUEST], n. An 
expression of desire or the act of asking; 
that which is asked for; state of being 
sought after, v.t. To ask (that); to 
address a request to. 

requiem (rek'wi-6m) [L., rest], n. A 
Mass for the dead, the musical setting of 
this; a dirge. 

requiescat (rek-wi-es'k&t) [L., let him 
rest], n. A wish for the repose of the 
dead. 

require (r6-kwlr') [RE-, L. queer ere, to 
seek], v.t. To ask or claim as a right; 
to demand, to insist; to have need of, 
to depend upon for. v.i. To be neces¬ 
sary. requirement, n. That which is 
required; an essential condition, 
requisite (rek'wi-zit) [L. requlsitus, as 
prec.], a. Required by the nature of 
things, indispensable, n. That which is 
required, requisition, n. Act of re- 
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quiring or demanding as of right; a 
formal demand or request for the per¬ 
formance of a duty, etc.; an authoritative 
order; state of being put to use. v.t. 
To make a formal or authoritative demand 
for, esp. for military purposes; to call in 
for use. m 

requite (r6-kwlt') [RE-, quit], v.t. To 
repay, recompense; to give in return; 
to reward, to avenge, requital, n. 
reredos (rer'6-dos) [M.E. rtre , rear (2), 
P. dos, back], n. The ornamental screen 
at the back of an altar, 
rescind (r6-sind') [RE-, L. scindere , to cut], 
v.t. To annul, revoke, abrogate, re¬ 
scission (-sizh'un), n. 
rescue (res'ku) [O.F. rescoure ], v.t. To 
deliver from confinement, danger, etc.; 
to save. n. Deliverance, rescuer, n. 
research (r6-sSrch') [RE-, SEARCH], n. 
Diligent and careful inquiry; (pi.) 
systematic study of phenomena, etc. 
resemble (r6-zembl') [O.F. resembler (RE-, 
L. similis , similar)], v.t. To be similar to; 
to have features, etc., like those of. 
resemblance, n. 

resent (re-zent') [RE-, F. sentir, L. sentir 
to feel], v.t. To regard as an Insult; to 
feel or show displeasure at; to cherish 
bitter feelings about, v.i. To feel in¬ 
dignant. resentful, a. resentment, n. 
reserve (r6-zSrv') [RE-, L. servdre, to keep], 
v.t. To keep back for future use, to hold 
over, postpone; to retain; (in p.p.) to 
set apart for a certain fate, to destine, 
n. That which is reserved; (Mil.) troops 
kept for an emergency; state of being 
reserved; a limitation attached to a 
price, etc.; reticence, caution in speaking 
or action, reservation, n. Act of 
reserving; that which is reserved; a 
clause by which something is reserved; 
a limitation, exception, or qualification, 
reserved (-z8rvd'), a. Reticent, un¬ 
demonstrative, distant; retained for a 
particular use. reser'vist, n. A member 
of the military or naval reserve, 
reservoir (rez'er-vwar) [as prec.], n. A 
receptacle in which anything, esp. fluid, 
may be stored; an artificial lake for the 
storage of water in large quantity, 
reside (r6-zld') [RE-, L. sedire, to sit], v.i. 
To have one’s home (at); to be in official 
residence; (of rights, etc.) to inhere, 
residence, n. Act or state of residing 
in a place; the place where one dwells. 
Residency, n. The official abode of a 
minister resident in India, resident, a. 
Residing; having quarters in connexion 
with one’s duties, n. One who dwells 
permanently in a place; a minister 
residing at a foreign court, or (in India) 
at a native prince’s court, residential 
(-den'shal), o. Suitable for or pertaining 
to residence. 

residue (rez'i-du) [L. residuus , remaining, 
as prec.], n. That which is left over; the 
remainder, resid'ual, a. residuary, a. 
Pertaining to a residue, 
resign (razin') [re-, L. sign&re t to seal], 


v.t. To give up, relinquish, renounce, 
abandon; to yield, submit, v.i. To 
give up office, to retire (from), resigna¬ 
tion (rez-ig-na/shun), n. Act of resigning; 
a document announcing this; state of 
being resigned, patience, submission, 
resigned (re-zlnd'), a. *resignment, n. 
resin (rez'in) [L. risina ], n. An amorphous 
inflammable vegetable substance secreted 
by plants, esp. the fir and pine, resinous, 
o. Pertaining to or resembling resin, 
resist (re-zisr) [RE-, L. sistere , redupl. of 
stare , to stand], v.t. To strive against, to 
act in opposition to; to withstand, repel, 
frustrate, to be proof against, v.i. To 
offer resistance, resistance, n. Act or 
power of resisting; refusal to comply; | 
that which hinders or retards, resistant, 
a. and n. resistible, a. resistive, u. 
resistless, a. 

resolute (rez'6-loot) [L. resolutus , loosened, 
as foil.], a. Determined, constant in 
pursuing an object, firm, resolutely, 
adt. resolu tion, n. Act or process of 
resolving anything into component parts; I 
a proposition put forward for discussion ] 
and approval; a settled purpose; deter¬ 
mination, firmness and boldness, 
resolve (rS-zolv*) [RE-, L. solvere , to loosen], ^ 
v.t. To separate into the component 1 
parts; to disintegrate; to analyse men- j 
tally, to solve, explain, answer; to make ) 
up one’s mind, to decide; to pass by vote 
a resolution that. n. A firm decision J 
or determination; resoluteness, resolv¬ 
able, a. resolved (re-zolvd'), a. De¬ 
termined, resolute, resolver, n. 
resonant (rez'6-nant) [RE-, L. sonans t 
sounding], a. Re-echoing, resounding; 
able to prolong or reinforce sound, esp. by 
vibration; prolonged or reinforced thus, 
resonance, n. 

resort (r6-zdrt') [O.F. resortir , to come out], 
v.i. To go, betake oneself; to have 
recourse, to turn to (for aid, etc.), n. 
Act of frequenting a place; state of being 
frequented; place frequented; recourse; 
an expedient. 

resound (r6-zound') [RE-, SOUND (2)], v.i. 

To ring, to re-echo (with); to be filled 
with sound (of a place); to be re-echoed 
or prolonged; to make a sensation (of 
events, etc.), v.t. To return the sound 
of; to spread the fame of. 
resource (r6-s6rs') [F. ressource (RE-, L. 
surgere , to rise)], n. A means of aid; an 
expedient; (pi.) means of support and 
defence; fertility in expedients, practical 
ingenuity, resourceful, a. 
respect (r6-spekt') [RE-, L. spectus , looked], 
n. Relation, regard, reference; heed (to); 
particular, point; deferential regard, de¬ 
meanour, or attention; (pi.) expressions 
of esteem, v.t. To esteem; to treat 
with consideration, respectable, o. Of 
good repute; of fair social standing, 
decent, passable; not mean, above the 
average, respectability, n. Quality or 
character of being respectable, respect¬ 
ably, adv. respectful, a. Showing 
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respect, respecting, prep. In regard to, 
in respect of. respective, a. Relating 
severally to each; comparative, relative, 
respire (rA-spir') [re-, L. spirare , to 
breathe], v. To breathe, respirable, a. 
Capable of being respired; fit to be 
breathed respira'tion, n. Act or pro¬ 
cess of breathing, one act of inhaling and 
exhaling, respirator (res'pi-ra-tdr), n. 
A contrivance worn over the mouth and 
nose to exclude injurious matter, respi¬ 
ratory, a. 

respite (res'pit) [as respect], n. A 
temporary intermission of labour, suffer¬ 
ing, etc.; a reprieve, v.t. To relieve 
thus; to reprieve, to postpone, defer, 
resplendent (re-splen'd6nt) [RE-, splendens, 
shining], a. Shining with brilliant lustre; 
gloriously bright, resplendence, n. 
respond (rA-spond') [RE-, L. spondtre, to 
pledge], v.t. To answer; to react (to an 
external stimulus); to be responsive, to 
show sympathy (to), respondent, o. 
G-iving response; responsive (to); in the 
position of defendant. n. One who 
answers, esp in a suit at law, a defendant, 
response (re-spons') [as prec.], n. Act of 
answering; a reply, a retort; a versiole 
said or sung in answer to the priest, 
responsible, o. Liable, morally account¬ 
able for one’s actions, able to discriminate 
between right and wi;ong; trustworthy; 
involving responsibility, responsibility, 

n. State of being responsible, as for a 
person, trust, etc.; that for which one is 
responsible, responsive, a. Responding 
readily, impressionable. 

rest (1) (rest) [A.-S.], n. Cessation from 
activity, repose; freedom from care, 
tranquillity; a period of such cessation 
or freedom, a prop, a support; ( Mus .) an 
interval of silence, the sign indicating 
this. v.i. To cease from exertion, etc.; 
to repose; to be still, to be free from 
care, disturbance, etc., to be tranquil; to 
be supported or fixed, to be based, to lean, 
to stand (on); to rely (upon), v.t. To 
give repose to, to lay at rest; to place for 
support, to base, restful, a. Soothing; 
free from disturbance; quiet, restless, 

o. Never still, agitated, fidgety, unsettled, 
sleepless. 

rest (2) [F. reste, (RK-, L. stdre, to 
stand)], n. That which is left, the residue; 
the others, v.i. To remain, to continue 
(in a specified state). 

restaurant (res-tS-ran) [F.,as RESTORE], n. 
A place for refreshment; an eating-house, 
restitution (res-ti-tu'shfin) [L. restitutio 
(RK-, statuere , to set up)], n. Act of restor¬ 
ing; making good, reparation, 
restive (res'tiv) [O.F. restif ], a. Unwilling 
to go forward, unruly, refractory (of a 
horse). 

restore (r6-st5r') [RE-, L. stare, to stand], 
v.t. To bring back to a former state, to 
reconstruct; to replace; to reinstate; 
to bring into use again, to renew; to give 
back, restorable, a. restora tion, n. 
Act of restoring; a restored building, etc. 


restorative (res-tor'4-tiv), a. Tending to 
restore, n. Food, medicine, etc., for 
restoring strength, a tonic, 
restrain (r£-stran') [RE-, L. stringere , to 
draw tight], v.t. To hold back, to curb; 
to keep under control, to hold in check, 
restraint, n. Act of restraining; state 
of being restrained; control, self-repres¬ 
sion, reserve; limitation; abridgment of 
liberty. 

restrict (r6-strikt') [as prec.], v.t. To 
limit, confine, keep within bounds, re¬ 
striction, n. restrictive, a. 
result (re-zfilt') [RE-, L. salt&re , freq. of 
sallre, to leap], v.t. To follow as the 
consequence, to ensue; to have an Issue, 
to end (in), n. Consequence, issue, 
effect; a quantity, etc., obtained from a 
calculation, resultant, a. Following as 
a result, n. That which results, 
resume (r6-zum') [re-, L. sdmere, to take], 
v.t. To take back or again; to begin 
again; to sum up, recapitulate, v.i. To 
continue after interruption, 
resume (rez'u-ma) [F., as prec.], ». A 
summary, a recapitulation, abstract, 
resumption (r6-zump'shun) [L. resumptio, 
as resume], n. Act of resuming, re¬ 
sumptive, a. 

resurgent (r6-s5r'j6nt) [RE-, L. surgen. t, 
rising], a. Rising again, esp. from the 
dead. 

resurrection (rez-ti-rek'shun) [L. resur¬ 
rect io, as prec.], n. A rising again, esp. 
that of Christ from the dead, and of all 
the dead at the Last Day; the future 
state, a springing again into life or 
prosperity. 

resuscitate (rA-sfts'i-t&t) [L. resuscitdlus], 
v. To revive, to restore or be restored 
to vigour, usage, etc.; to come to life 
again, resuscitation, n. 
retail (rg'tal) [O.F. retailler, to cut off a 
piece], n. Sale of commodities in small 
quantities, v.t. (r#-tai') To sell in small 
quantities; to recount, to retell, re¬ 
tailer, n. 

retain (r£-tan') [RE-, L. tenure, to hold], v.t . 
To hold possession of, to keep; to main¬ 
tain, preserve; to engage the services of 
(esp. counsel); to hold back; to remem¬ 
ber. retainer, n. One who or that 
which retains; an attendant; (Law) an 
agreement by which an attorney acts in 
a case- a preliminary fee paid (esp. to a 
counsel). 

retaliate (rA-t&l'i-at) [L. tdlio, retaliation], 
v.t. To return evil for evil, to retort in 
kind. v.i. To return like for like, to 
make reprisals, retaliation, n. Act of 
retaliating, retallatlve, -tory (r6-t&l'i- 
A-tiv, -tdr-i), a. 

retard (retard') [re-, L. tardus, slow], v.t . 
To hinder, impede, to delay the growth, 
occurrence, etc., of. retardation, n. 
retch (rtch rech) [A.-S. hrdecan, from 
hr&ca, spittle], v.i. To make an effort to 
vomit. 

retention (rA-ten'shfin) [as retain], n. 
Act of retaining; state of being retained: 
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power of retaining, esp. ideas in the mind. 

retentive, a. 

reticent (ret'i-s&nt) [RE-, L. tacens , being 
«ilent], a. Reserved, not disposed to 
communicate one’s thoughts, counsel, etc.; 
taciturn, reticence, n. 
reticule (ret'i-kul) [L. reticulum , a little 
net], n. A hand-bag. retic'ular, a. 
Having the form of a net or net-work, 
retina (ret'i-na) [med. L.], n. (pi. -nae) 
A net-like layer behind the eyeball in 
which the optic nerve terminates, 
retinue (ret'i-nu) [O.F., as RETAIN], n. 
The attendants on a distinguished person; 
a suite. 

retire (r6-tlr') [O.F. retirer], v.i. To with¬ 
draw, retreat, recede; to give up business, 
to resign one’s office, withdraw from active 
service; to go to bed; to go into seclusion. 
v.t. To cause to resign; to order (troops) 
to retire; to withdraw (a bill, etc.) from 
circulation, retired, a. Private, with¬ 
drawn from society; having given up 
business, etc. retirement, n. retiring, 
a. Unobtrusive, unsociable, 
retort (1) (rAtort') [as foil.], n. A vessel 
with a long neck bent downwards used for 
distilling; a large receptacle used for the 
production of coal-gas. 
retort (2) [L. retortus , twisted back], v.t. 
To turn or throw back, esp. to turn an 
argument, etc., against the author; to 
pay back in kind. v.i. To return an 
argument or charge. ». A sharp re¬ 
joinder, a repartee. 

retouch (rg-tuch') [re-, TOUCH], v.t. To 
improve (a picture, etc.) by new touches, 
n. A second touch given to a picture, etc. 
retrace', v.t. To trace back to the 
source; to go over (one’s track) again, 
retraceable, a. 

retract (re-tr&kt') [RE-, L. tractus, drawn], 
v.t. To draw back or in; to recall, 
disavow, v.i. To shrink back; to recall 
a promise, etc. retractile, a. retractil'- 
Ity, n. retracta'tion, n. Act of retract¬ 
ing. retrac'tion, n. Act or process of 
drawing in; retractation, retractive, a. 
Serving to retract. 

retreat (rg-tret') [L. retrahere , to retract], 
n. Act of retiring, esp. before an enemy; 
state or period of retirement; a place of 
privacy or seclusion, a refuge, v.i. To 
retire, esp. before an enemv or from an 
advanced position; to withdraw to a place 
of privacy, seclusion, or security, 
retrench (rg-trench') [re-, trench], v.t. 
To cut down, curtail, diminish; to pare 
down. v.i. To make economies, re¬ 
trenchment, n. 

retribution (ret-ri-bu'shfm) [re-, L. tri- 
buere , to assign], n. A suitable return, 
esp. for evil; requital, retrib'utive, 
-tory, a. 

retrieve (rg-trev') [RE-, F. trouver , to 
find], v.t. To find and bring; to recover 
by searching; to re-establish (one’s 
fortunes, etc.); to remedy, retrievable, 
a. retriever, n. A dog trained to fetch 
in game that has been shot. 


retro- [L., behind, backwards], pref. 
Backwards, back; in return; behind, 
retrocede' [CEDE], v.t. To cede back 
again, to restore (territory, etc.), v.i. 
(ret'rg-) To move backward; to recede, 
retrograde (ret'ro-grad) [retro-, L. gradl, 
to go], a. Going or directed backwards; 
reversed; declining, deteriorating; (of a 
planet) apparently moving from east to 
west. v.i. To move backward; to 
deteriorate, to recede, 
retrogress (ret'ro-gres) [L. relrdgressus , 
p.p. of retrOgradi , as prec.], v.i. To go 
backward, to degenerate, retrogression 
(-gresh'un), n. retrogressive (-gres'iv), a. 
retrospect (ret'rg-spekt) [retro-, spectus , 
looked], n. A looking back on things j 
past; consideration of previous con¬ 
ditions, etc. retrospec'tion, n. retro¬ 
spective (-spek'tiv), a. 
retrouss4 (rg-troo'sa) [F.], a. Turned up ; 
(of the nose). 

return (rg-t5rn') [RE-, TURN], v.i. To come 
or go back; to revert, to recur, v.t. To 
bring, convey, give, or send back; to 
repay; to say in reply; to report officially; 
to elect, n. Act of coming or going 
back, or of giving or sending back; an 
official report; act of electing, state of 
being elected; profits on labour, invest- j 
ments, etc. ( often in pi.), returning 
officer: The presiding officer at an 
election. 

reunion (rg-u'nygn) [RE-, UNION], n. Act 
of reuniting; state of being reunited; a 
social gathering, reunite', v. To join 
again after separation; to reconcile, 
reveal (rd-vel') [RE-, L. vildre, from vilum, 
veil], v.t. To make known by super- ! 
natural means; to disclose, to betray. 
r£veill4 (rg-vel'i) [F. riveillez, awake], n. 

A morning signal by drum or bugle for 
soldiers to rise. 

revel (rev'gl) [L. revellare], v.i. To make 
merry, to carouse; to take unrestrained 
enjoyment (in), n. A carouse, a merry¬ 
making. reveller, n. revelry, n. Bois¬ 
terous festivity. 

revelation (rev-e-la'shun) [as REVEAL], n. 
Act of revealing, a disclosing of knowledge 
or information; that which is revealed, 
esp. by God to man; the Apocalypse, 
revenge (rg-venj') [O.F. revenger ], v.t. To 
exact satisfaction for, to requite, retaliate; 
to avenge, v.i. To exact vengeance, n. 
Act of revenging; retaliation; a means 
of revenging; vindictiveness, revenge¬ 
ful, a. 

revenue (rev'gn-u), n. Income; the 
annual income of a State; the department 
collecting this. 

reverberate (rg-ver'bgr-ftt) [RE-, L. ver- 
beratus , beaten, from verber , a scourge], v.t. 
To re-echo, to reflect (sound, light, or 
heat), v.i. To be reflected; to resound, 
to re-echo; to recoil, reverbera'tion, n. 
rever'beratory, a. 

revere (re-ver') [RE-, L. vererl, to fear], v.t. 
To regard with awe mingled with affec¬ 
tion, to venerate, rev'erence, n. Act of 
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revering, veneration; a bow, curtsy; a 
title given to the clergy, v.t. To regard 
or treat with reverence, reverend, a. 
Worthy of or entitled to reverence; a 
title given to clergymen, reverent, a. 
Feeling or expressing reverence, reveren - 
tial (-en'sh&l), a. 

reverie (rev'er-i) [F. riverie , from river, to 
dream], to. A day-dream, an irregular 
train of thought; a delusion, 
reverse (re-vers') [RE-, L. versus , turned], 
a. Turned backward, inverted; contrary, 
n. The contrary, the opposite; the back 
surface (of a coin, etc.); a check, a defeat. 
v.t. To turn in the contrary direction, 
the other way round, upside down, or 
inside out; to cause to have a contrary 
motion or effect; to revoke, annul, v.i. 
To change to a contrary condition, direc¬ 
tion, etc. reversal, w. reversible, a. 
reversion, n. Return to a former con¬ 
dition, habit, etc.; the returning of an 
estate to the grantor or his heirs; the 
right of succeeding to an estate after the 
death of the grantee, etc.; a sum payable 
upon some event, as a death; right or 
expectation of succeeding to an office, etc. 
reversioner, n. One who holds the 
reversion to an estate, reverso, n. The 
left-hand page of an open book, 
revert (r6-v6rt') [RE-, L. vertere , to turn], 
v.t. To turn (esp. the eyes) back. v.t. 
To go back, return (to a previous condition, 
etc.); to recur, to turn to again; to come 
back to the possession of the former 
proprietor. 

‘evlew (r6-vu') [RE-, VIEW], v.t. To look 
back on, to go over in memory; to look 
over carefully and critically; to write a 
critical review of; to inspect, v.i. To 
write reviews, to. A reconsideration, a 
second view ; a revision, esp. by a superior 
court; a critical account of a book, etc., 
a periodical containing such; a formal 
inspection of troops, etc. reviewer, n. 
revile (r6-vil') [RE-, vile], v.t. To abuse, 
to vilify, v.i. To be abusive, to rail, 
reviler, to. 

revise (r6-vlz') [RE-, L. vlsus , seen], v.t. 
To examine for emendation; to correct. 
to. A revision; a proof-sheet in which 
corrections have been embodied, revis- 
able, a. revision (r6-vizh'un), to. 
reviser, revisor, to. 

revisit (rg-viz'it) [RE-, VISIT], v.t. To visit 
again. 

revive (r6-v!v') [RE-, L. vivere, to live], v.i. 
To return to life, health, vogue, etc.; 
to gain new life or vigour; to come back 
to the mind again, v.t. To bring back 
to life, etc.; to resuscitate, renew, re¬ 
vival, to. Act of revivipg; state of being 
revived; return of life, vigour, etc.; a 
religious awakening, revivalist, to. re¬ 
viver, TO. 

revivify (r6-viv'i-fl) [RE-, vivify], v.t. To 
restore to life; to put new life into, 
revoke (r6-v6k') [RH-, L. voc&re, to call], 
v.t. To cancel, to rescind; to take back. 
v.i. (Cards) To fail to follow suit when 


this is possible, to. Act of revoking at 
cards, rev'ocable, a. That may be 
revoked, revocation, to. 
revolt (rS-volt', -volt') [RE-, L. volut&re , 
freq. of volvere , to roll], v.i. To renounce 
allegiance, to rebel; to feel disgust or 
repugnance (at), v.t. To nauseate, dis¬ 
gust. to. A renunciation of allegiance; 
a rebellion, an insurrection; a change of 
sides, revolting, a. Causing disgust or 
abhorrence. 

revolution (rev-6-loo'shun) [L. revoltitio, as 
REVOLVE], to. Act or state of revolving; 
a complete rotation or movement round 
a centre, the period of this; cycle of 
regular recurrence; a reversal of circum¬ 
stances, relations, etc.; a fundamental 
change in government, esp. by force, 
revolutionary, a. Pertaining to or 
tending to produce a revolution in govern¬ 
ment. to. A revolutionist, revolution¬ 
ist, to. An advocate of revolution; one 
who takes an active part in a revolution, 
revolutionize, v.t. 

revolve (re-volv') [RE-, L. volvere, to roll], 
v.i. To turn round; to rotate; to move 
in a circle or orbit; to roll along, v.t. 
To cause to rotate; to meditate on, 
ponder over, revolver, to. A pistol 
having a revolving breech by which it can 
be fired several times without reloading, 
revue (r6-vu) [F.], to. A spectacular 

musical dramatic entertainment represent¬ 
ing topical characters, events, etc. 
revulsion (re-vul'shun) [re-, L. vulsus, 
pulled], to. A sudden or violent change or 
reaction, esp. of feeling, 
reward (r6-word') [A.-F. rewarder , O.F. 
reguarder , to regard], v.t. To repay, to 
recompense, to. That which is given in 
return for good or evil done or received; 
a recompense, requital, 
reynard (ren'ard, ra'n&rd) [O.F. Renan ], 
to. A proper name for the fox. 
rhapsodic, -al (rap-sdd'-ik, -61) [Qr. 
rhaps6dos ( rhaptein , to sew, or>E)], a. 
Pertaining to rhapsody; (fig.) irregular, 
disconnected; high-flown, rhap'sodist, 
to. An ancient Greek reciter of epic 
poems; any professional reciter; (Jig.) 
one who uses high-flown or extravagant 
language, rhapsodize, v.t. and *. rhap¬ 
sody, to. (Gr. Ant.) An epic poem, or a 
portion of this for recitation; a high- 
flown, enthusiastic composition, 
rhetoric (ret'6-rik) [Gr. rhitoriki techni , 
rhetorical art], w. Art of effective speak¬ 
ing or writing; eloquence; the use of 
language for effect or display, rhetor'ical 
a. Pertaining to rhetoric; designed for 
display, florid, affected, declamatory, 
rhetorician (-rish'&n), n. 

* rheum (room) [Gr. rheuma -atos, stream], 
to. The thin serous fluid secreted by 
the mucous glands as tears, saliva, or 
mucus. 

rheumatic (roo-m5t'ik) [as prec.], a. 
Pertaining to, suffering from, or subject 
to rheumatism, rheu'matism, to. An 
inflammatory disease affecting the muscles 
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and joints and attended by swelling and 
pain. 

rhino- [Qr. This rhinos , nose], comb. form. 
Pertaining to the nose or nostrils. 

rhinoceros (rI-nos'6r-6s) [Qr. rhinokerOs 
(RHINO-, herbs, horn)], n. A large pachy¬ 
dermatous quadruped of Africa and 
S. Asia, with one or two horns on the 
nose. 

rhododendron (r5-dd-den'drdn) [Qr. rho- 
don, rose, dendron, tree], n. An evergreen 
shrub akin to the azalea, with brilliant 
flowers. 

rhomb (rom, before a vowel romb) [Gr. 
rhombos ], n. An oblique parallelogram, 
with equal sides and angles, rhombic, a. 
rhombo-, comb. form, rhombus, n. 
(pi. -bi) A rhomb. 

rhubarb (roo'barb) [L. rha barbarum, 
foreign Rha, the Volga], n. An her¬ 
baceous plant the leaf-stalks of which 
are used in cookery, and the roots of 
several Oriental species in the preparation 
of purgative medicines. 

rhyme, rime (rim) [O.P. rime, L. rhyth¬ 
mics, Qr. rliuthmos, rhythm], n. A 
correspondence of sound in the final 
accented syllable or group of syllables of 
a line of verse with that of another line; 
poetry, verse; a word rhyming with 
another, v.i. To make rhymes, to 
versify; to rhyme with another word, 
rhymer, rhymester, n. 

rhythm (ritAm) [Qr. rhuthmos , from rhu-, 
root of rheein, to flow], n. Movement 
characterized by regular alternation of 
strong and weak impulse, stress, sound, 
etc.; metrical movement; the flow of 
words, rhyth'mic, -al, a. 

rib (rib) [A.-S. ribb], n. One of the bones 
extending outwards and forwards from 
the spine; a ridge, etc. analogous to this; 
a curved timber extending from the keel 
for supporting the side of a ship; a hinged 
rod forming part of an umbrella-frame; 
a ridge for stiffening a casting, etc. 

ribald (rib'ald) [O.P. ribaud, a low ruffian], 
n. A coarse or indecent fellow, a. 
Scurrilous, coarse, licentious (of language), 
ribaldry, n. 

. ibbon (rib'on) [O.F. riban ], n. A narrow 
strip of silk, satin, etc., used as an orna¬ 
ment or as distinctive mark; a narrow 
strip of anything. 

rice (rls) [O.P. riz, Gr. oruza ], n. The 
white seeds of an E. Indian aquatic grass 
cultivated for food. 

rich (rich) [A.-S. rice], a. Wealthy, 
abounding (in resources, productions, 
etc.); fertile, well-filled; precious, costly; 
elaborate; high-flavoured, fat. riches, 
n. (usu. as pi.) Abundant possessions, 
opulence. richly, adv. In a rich 
manner; abundantly, thoroughly, rich¬ 
ness, n. 

lick (rik) [A.-S. hrSac ], n. A stack of 
corn, hay, etc. v.t. To make or pile 
into a rick. 

rickets (rik'ets) [?], n. A disease of 
children consisting in the softening of 


the bones, bow-legs, and emaciation, 
rickety, a. Shaky, tumble-down, fragile. 

ricochet (rik'6-sha, -shet) [F.J, n. A 
bounding or skipping of a stono, bullet, 
etc., over water or other flat surface; a 
hit so made. v.i. To bound in this 
manner. 

rid (rid) [Icel. rythja ], v.t. (past ridded, 
rid, p.p. rid) To free, to disencumber 
(of), riddance, n. 

riddle (1) (ridl) [A.-S. rcedels ], n. An 
ambiguous question; a puzzle, conun¬ 
drum, enigma. 

riddle (2) [A.-S. hriddel , from hrld-, to 
shake], n. A coarse sieve, v.t. To 
sift; to perforate with holes, as with 
shot. riddlings, n.pl. Screenings, 
siftings. 

ride (rid) [A.-S. rldan], v.i. (past rode, 
p.p. ridden) To sit and be carried along, 
as on a horse, cycle, conveyance, etc.; 
to practise horsemanship; to lie at 

anchor; to work (up), v.t. To sit on 
and be carried along by (a horse, etc.); 
to traverse on a horse, cycle, etc.; to 
tyrannize, to domineer (over), n. The 
act of riding; a journey on horseback or 
in or on a conveyance; a road for riding 
on. ridable, a. rider, n. One who 
rides, esp. on a horse; an additional 
clause, an opinion, recommendation, etc., 
added to a verdict; a subsidiary problem. 

ridge (rij) [A.-S. hrycg ], n. The long 
horizontal angle formed by the junction 
of two slopes; a long elevation of the 
earth’s surface; a strip of ground thrown 
up by a plough, v.t. To form into 
ridges. 

ridicule (rid'i-kfil) [L. ridiculus, laughable], 
n. Words or actions expressing contempt; 
derision, mockery, v.t. To laugh at, 
make fun of; to expose to derision. 

ridic'ulous, a. 

riding (rl'ding) [A.-S. thriding (third, 
-ING)], n. One of the three divisions of 
Yorkshire. 

rife (rlf) [A.-S. rj/fe], a. Occurring in 
great quantity; prevalent, common. 

rifle (rifl) [O.P. rifier, to scrape], v.t. To 
plunder, pillage, strip; to snatch and 
carry off; to make spiral grooves in the 
barrel of a fire-arm to give a rotary 
motion to the projectile, n. A gun or 
musket having the barrel spirally grooved; 
(pi.) troops armed with rifles. 

rift (rift) [Scand.], n. A cleft, a fissure; 
a wide crack made by splitting, v. To 
cleave, split, break open. 

rig (rig) [?], v.t. To fit (a ship) with 
tackle; to dress or fit (up or out); to 
put together in a hasty way. n. The 
style of the masts and sails of a ship; 
the look of a person’s clothes, etc.; an 
outfit, rigger, n. One who rigs vessels, 
riggtog* n. The system of tackle 
supporting the masts and controlling the 
sails of a ship. 

right (rit) [A.-S. riht], a. Equitable, just, 
true, correct, fit, suitable; properly done, 
not mistaken, satisfactory; real; on the 
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side towards the south when the face is 
to the sunrise, adv. In accordance with 
truth and justice, equitably; aright, 
exactly, correctly, well; very, to the full; 
to the right hand; all the way to. n. 
That which is just; equitable treatment; 
the cause having justice on its side; just 
claim or title, justification; that which 
one is entitled to; correct or satisfactory 
state; the right-hand side or part of 
anything, v.t. To set in an upright, 
correct, or proper position, to make right, 
to rectify; to do justice to. right¬ 
about, n. The opposite direction, the 
reverse, rightful, a. Just, equitable, 
fair; entitled, or held by legitimate 
claim. rightly, adv. Justly, fairly; 
honestly; accurately, properly, 
righteous (ri'chfls) [A.-S. rifiiwis (RIGHT, 
WISE (1))], o. Just, upright, morally 
good; deserved, fitting, righteously, 
adv. righteousness, n. 
rigid (rij'id) [L. rigidus], a. Stiff, not 
pliant, unyielding; rigorous, stern, 
austere, rigld'ity, n. 
rigmarole (rig'ma-rol) [?], n. A long 
unintelligible story; loose disjointed talk, 
rigor (rfg'dr) [L., RIGOUR], n. A shivering 
attended with stiffening, premonitory of 
fever. 

rigour (rig'dr) [L. rigor , from rigtre, to be 
stiff], n. Exactness in enforcing rules; 
inflexibility; austerity of life; sternness; 
inclemency of weather, etc., distress. 

rigorous, a. 

rilievo (rg-ly&'vd) [It., relief], n. 
(pi. -vl, -v§) Raised or embossed work, 
relief. 

rill (ril) [Tcut.], n. A rivulet, 
rim (rim) [A.-S. rima], n. An outer edge, 
esp. of a circular object; a ring or frame, 
rime (rim) [A.-S. firim], n. Hoar-frost, 
rimose, -mous (ri'mos, -mus) [L. rlma, 
chink], a. Full of cracks, as the bark of 
trees. 

rind (rind) [A.-S.], n. The outer coating 
of fruits, etc.; bark, peel, husk, 
rinderpest (rin-der-pest) [Q. ritider, oxen, 
PEST], n. A malignant contagious disease 
attacking oxen, cattle-plague, 
ring (1) (ring) [A.-S. firing], n. A circlet, 
esp. one of gold worn on a finger; a con¬ 
centric band of wood formed by the 
annual growth of a tree; a circular group 
of people, things, etc.; a circular arena; 
a combination of persons acting selfishly 
in concert, v.t. To put a ring round; 
to encircle, hem in. ring-dove, n. A 
wood-pigeon. ringleader, n. The 
leader of a riot, mutiny, etc. ringlet, n. 
A curly lock of hair, ringworm, n. A 
contagious skin-disease, caused by a white 
fungus. 

ring (2) [A.-S. firingan], v.i. (past rang, 
p.p. rung) To give a clear, vibrating, 
metallic sound; to re-echo, reverberate, 
continue to sound; to tingle (of the ears); 
to give a signal by ringing, v.t. To cause 
to ring; to sound on a bell, etc., by 
ringing, n. The sound of a bell or other 


resonant body; a set of bells; the quality 
of resonance; characteristic sound of a 
voice, etc. 

rink (rink) [?], n. A piece of ice marked 
off for curling; a floor for roller-skating, 
rinse (rins) [F. rincer], v.t. To cleanse, esp. 

with a second lot of clean water, 
riot (rl'6t) [O.F. riote ], n. An outbreak of 
lawlessness, a tumult, an uproar; un¬ 
restrained conduct, loose living, profligacy; 
revelry; (fig.) luxuriant growth, v.t. 
To take part in a riot. rioter, n. 
riotous, a. 

rip (1) (rip) [Scand.], v.t. To tear or cut 
forcibly (out, off, up, etc.); to rend, 
v.t. To tear; to go along at a great pace, 
n. A rent, a tear, 
rip (2) [?], n. A scamp, a rake, 
riparian (rl-par'i-an) [L. ripa, bank], a. 

Pertaining to the banks of a river, 
ripe (rip) [A.-S. ripe], a. Ready for 
gathering; mature, fully developed, 
mellow, ripen, v.t. and i. 
ripple (ripl) [ ?], v.t. To run in small waves; 
to sound as water running over a rough 
surface, n. The ruffling of the surface 
of water; a wavelet (of water, hair, etc.); 
a sound as of rippling water, 
rise (rlz) [A.-S. risan], v.i. (past rose, 
p.p. risen, rizn) To move upwards, to 
ascend, to soar; to get up, to become 
erect; to adjourn; to slope up; to come 
to the surface or into sight; to revolt, 
n. The act of rising; ascent, elevation; 
an upward slope; a knoll; source, origin; 
increase in price, power, rank, age, pros¬ 
perity, height, salary, etc.; upw r ard 
progress, advancement; the vertical part 
of an arch, step, etc.; appearance above 
the horizon (of the sun, etc.), rising, n. 
A mounting up; a resurrection; a revolt, 
risible (riz'ibl) [L. rlsus, laughed], a. In¬ 
clined to laugh; exciting laughter, risi- 
bil'ity, n. 

risk (risk) [F. risque], n. Hazard, chance 
of harm, loss, etc. v.t. To expose to 
hazard; to take the chances of. risky, a. 
Dangerous, hazardous; daring; indelicate, 
rissole (ris'ol) [F.], n. A fried ball of 
minced meat, fish, etc., with bread-crumbs, 
etc. 

rite (rft) [L. rlftts], n. A religious or 
solemn prescribed act; (pi.) the prescribed 
acts, ceremonies, or forms of worship of 
any religion. 

ritual (rit'u-al) [as prec.], o. Pertaining 
to rites, n. A prescribed manner of per¬ 
forming divine service; performance of 
rites and ceremonies, esp. in an elaborate 
way; a book setting forth particular rites 
and ceremonies, ritualism, ». A system 
of ritual; exaggerated observance of ritual. 
Ritualist, n. ritualistic, a. 
rival (ri'val) [L. rivalis, originally one 
using the same brook, from rivus, brook], 
n. One’s competitor for something; one 
striving to surpass another, an emulator. 
a. Being a rival, having the same claims 
or pretensions, v.t. To vie with, to 
emulate, rivalry, n. 
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rive (riv) [Icel. rifa], v. (p.p. riven, rivn) 
To tear or rend asunder; to wrench (off, 
etc.); to split; to be easily split, 
river ' (riv'6r) [A.-P. rivere, L. rlvus, 
stream], n. A large stream of water flow¬ 
ing overland in a channel to the sea, a 
lake, or another river; (Jig.) an abundant 
stream, a copious flow, riverine (-In), a. 
Pertaining to or resembling a river; 
riparian. 

rivet (riv'6t) [P. river, to clinch], n. A 
short bolt for fastening metal plates, etc., 
together, v.t. To join with rivets; to 
clinch; (fig.) to fix (attention, eyes, etc., 

upon), riveter, n. 

rivulet (riv'u-16t) [L. rlvulus, dim. from 
rlvus, stream], n. A streamlet, 
roach (rdch) [O.F. roche ], n. A freshwater 
fish allied to the carp. 

road (rdd) [A.-S. rdd], n. A track for 
travelling on, a highway; route, course; 
a roadstead, road-metal, n. Broken 
stones for road-making, roadstead, n. 
A place where ships may ride at anchor at 
some distance from the shore, 
roam (r5m) [?], v.i. To wander about 
without any definite purpose, to ramble, 
roan (1) (ron) [O.F.], a. Of a dark colour, 
with spots of grey thickly interspersed, 
n. A roan colour or animal, esp. a horse, 
roan (2) [? Rouen, Prance], n. A soft 
flexible leather made of sheepskin tanned 
in a particular way. 

roar (r5r) [A.-S. rdrian ], v.t. To make a 
loud, deep, hoarse, continued sound, as a 
lion, a person in rage, the sea, thunder, 
guns, etc.; to make a noise in breathing 
(of a diseased horse), v.t. To shout or 
utter with a roar. n. A loud, deep, con¬ 
tinued sound as of a lion, etc.; a confused 
din resembling this; a burst of mirth, 
roarer, n. A broken-winded horse, 
roaring, a. 

roast (rost) [O.F. rostir, from Teut.], v.t. 
To cook by exposure to direct action of 
heat; to heat excessively, v.i. To dress 
meat by roasting; to be roasted, n. 
Roast meat, roasting-jack, n. A con¬ 
trivance for turning a spit, 
rob (rob) [O.F. robber, rober ], v.t. To 
despoil of anything unlawfully; to plun¬ 
der, deprive, strip (of), v.i. To com¬ 
mit robbery, robber, n. robbery, n. 
The act or practice of robbing, 
robe (rob) [O.F.], n. A long loose outer 
garment; a vestment of state, rank, or 
office, v.t. To invest with a robe; to 
clothe, to dress. 

robin (rob'in) [fam. for Robert}, n. A small 
warbler, the redbreast, 
robust (rd-bust') [L. rdbustus}, a. Strong, 
hardy, capable of endurance, 
rochet (roch'et) [O.F., from Teut.], n. A 
kind of surplice open at the sides, worn by 
bishops. 

rock (1) (rok) [O.F. roke}, n. The solid 
matter constituting the earth’s crust; a 
mass of it, esp. forming a hill, islet, etc.; 
a detached block of stone; a hard sweet¬ 
meat. rock-crystal, n. The finest and 


most transparent kind of quartz, rock- 
salt, n. Salt found in stratified beds, 
rockery, n. A pile of rocks, stones, and 
earth, with places for Alpine and other 
plants. 

rock (2) [A.-S. toccian], v.t. To move 
backwards and forwards; to swing, to lull 
to sleep; to cause to sway. v.i. To sway, 
to reel, rocker, n. One who or that 
which rocks; a curved piece on which a 
cradle, etc., rocks, rocking-horse, n. A 
wooden horse on rockers, 
rocket (rok'dt) [F.], n. A name for some 
plants used for salads etc.; a projectile 
firework used for display, signalling, con¬ 
veying a line to stranded vessels, etc. v.i. 

To fly straight up or fast and high (as a 
pheasant). 

rocky (1) (rok'i) [ROCK (1)], a. Full of 
rocks; consisting of or resembling rock; 
rugged, obdurate. 

rocky (2) [ROCK (2)], a. Unsteady, totter¬ 
ing. 

rococo (ro-k6'k5) [F.], n. A florid, debased 
kind of ornamentation of the 17th and 
18th cents, a. Debased, eccentric, quaint, 
antiquated. 

rod (rod) [A.-S. rodd ], n. A straight, 
slender stick, a wand; a bundle of twigs 
as an instrument of punishment; a fishing- 
rod; a slender bar of metal in machinery; 
a measure of 5£ yards, 
rodent (rfi'ddnt) [L. rddens, gnawing], a. 
Gnawing, n. An animal having two (or 
sometimes four) strong incisors and no 
canine teeth, comprising the squirrel, 
beaver, rat, etc. 

rodomontade (rod-6-mon-tad') [ Rodomont , i 
Saracen leader in * Orlando Furioso n. 
Brag, bluster. 

roe (l) (r5), roe-deer [A.-S. raha ], «. A 
small species of deer, roebuck, * The 
male roe. 

roe (2) [Teut.], n. The spawn of fishes, 
ampnibians, etc.; the sperm or milt, called 
the soft roe. 

rogation (rd-g&'shfin) [L. rogdre, to ask], n. 
(usu. in pi.) A solemn supplication or 
litany. 

rogue (rog) [16th cent, cant], n. A knave, 
a scamp, a trickster, a swindler; a playful j 
term for a child; a vicious elephant or 
horse, roguery, n. roguish, a. 
roister (roi'stdr) [as RUSTIC], v.i. To be¬ 
have uproariously, to revel boisterously, j 
roisterer, n. One who roisters, 
role (rol) [F., ROLL], n. A part taken by 
an actor; any function one is called on to 
perform. 

roll (rol) [O.F. roler , from L. rotula , dim. j 
of rota, wheel], v.t. To send or cause to | 
move along by turning over and over; to 
knead, flatten, or level with rollers; to 
wrap (up in); to form into a cylindrical 
shape, v.t. To move along by turning 
over and over and round and round; to 
revolve; to move or shift about with a 
rotary motion (of eyes, etc.); to reel, to i 
move with a swaying motion, n. Any¬ 
thing rolled up; a small loaf; an official 
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record, a register, esp. of names of solicitors, 
soldiers, schoolboys, etc.; a roller; a 
rolling gait; a peal of thunder, a con¬ 
tinuous beating of a drum, roll-call, n. 
The act of calling over a list of names at 
muster, roller, n. One who or that 
which rolls; a cylindrical body turning on 
its axis; a long, swelling wave, rolling- 
pin, n. A wooden roller for rolling out 
dough, etc. rolling stock. The coaches, 
vans, locomotives, etc., of a railway, 
rollick (rol'ik) [?], v.i. To frolic, revel, to 
be boisterously merry, n. A frolic, a 
spree, an escapade. 

roly-poly (ro'li-po'li) [prob. a redupl. of 
ROLL], a. Plump, podgy, n. A sheet of 
paste, spread over with jam, rolled up, 
and boiled. 

Romaic (ro-ma'ik) [Gr. Rdmaikos], n. The 
vernacular language of modern Greece. 
Roman (rS'm&n) [L. ROmanus , from R6ma , 
Rome], a. Pertaining to ancient Rome, 
its territory, or people; denoting numerals 
expressed in letters, and ordinary upright 
printed letters used as dist. from italic or 
gothic; pertaining to the Roman Catholic 
Church. 

romance (r6-m5ns') [O.F. romanz , as 

ROMANIC], n. A mediaeval tale of chivalry, 
usu. in verse; a prose story with charac¬ 
ters, scenery, and incidents more or less 
remote from ordinary life; the atmosphere 
of imaginary adventure; an episode, love- 
affair, etc., having this character; a fiction, 
a fib. a. Pertaining to languages sprung 
from Latin or to the peoples speaking 
them. v.i. To tell extravagant stories; 
to make false or imaginary statements, 
romancer, n. A writer of romances; one 
who exaggerates. romancist,rc. A writer 
of romances. 

romanesque (r5-mA-nesk') [ROMAN, 
-ESQUE], a. Applied to the architecture 
that succeeded the Roman and lasted till 
the introduction of Gothic; Romance. 
Romanic (ro-mfln'ik) [L. ROmdnicus, as 
ROMAN], a. Derived from Latin; de¬ 
scended from the Romans, 
romantic (rb-m&n'tik) [F. romantique ], a. 
Pertaining to romanoe; imaginative, poetic, 
fanciful; unpractical; wild, picturesque (of 
scenery); pertaining to the movement in 
literature and art tending away from the 
sanity of classicism, romanticism (-sizm), 
n. The quality or state of beingjornantic; 
the reaction from classical to "mediaeval 
forms. 

Romany (rom'a-ni) [native], n. A gipsy; 
gipsies; the gipsy language, 
romp (romp) [var. of ramp], v.i. To play 
roughly; to go rapidly (along) with ease. 
n. A child or girl fond of romping; rough 
or boisterous play. 

rondeau (ron'do) [F., as foil.], n. A poem 
in ten or thirteen lines, with only two 
rhymes, the opening words coming twice 
as a refrain. 

rondel (ron'ddl) [F., dim. of rond % round], n. 
A particular form of rondeau, 
rondo (ron'do) [It.], n. A musical com¬ 


position having a principal theme which is 
repeated after each subordinate theme. 
Rontgen rays (runt'gen raz) [von Rdntgen 
(1845-19 3), discoverer], v.pl. A form of 
radiant < nergy penetrating most substances 
opaque to ordinary light, employed for 
photographing concealed objects, 
rood (rood) [A.-S. rdd], n. A crucifix, esp. 
one on a screen; the fourth part of an 
acre. 

roof (roof) [A.-S. hrdf ], n. The upper 
covering of a building, vehicle, etc.; the 
palate; a covering, canopy; a house, v.i. 
To cover with a roof; to be the roof of; 
to shelter, roof-tree, n. The ridge-pole 
of a roof, roofing, n. 
rook (1) (ruk) [A.-S. hrdc], n. A gregarious 
British bird of the crow family with glossy 
black plumage; (fig.) a cheat, a sharper. 
v.t. To cheat, to swindle; to charge 
extortionately. rookery, n. A clump of 
trees where rooks nest; a colony of rooks; 
a place frequented by sea-birds or seals 
for breeding; (fig.) a low neighbourhood 
densely populated, rooky, a. 
rook (2) [Pers. rukh], n. The castle at 
chess. 

room (rum) [A.-S. rflw], n. Space, accom¬ 
modation, capacity; opportunity, scope; 
a portion of space enclosed by walls, floor 
and ceiling; (pi.) apartments, lodgings, 
roomy, a. Having ample room; spacious, 
roost (roost) [A.-S. hrtist], v. A perch for 
birds, esp. fowls, to rest on; (fig.) a resting- 
place. v.i. To perch on or sleep on a 
roost, rooster, n. The domestic 
root (root) [A.-S.], n. The descending pax t 
of a plant which fixes itself in tne eartn 
and draws nourishment therefrom; the 
part of an organ or structure that is em¬ 
bedded ; the fundamental part, that which 
supplies origin, sustenance, etc.; the ele¬ 
mentary part of a word as dist. from its 
inflexional forms and derivatives; (Math.) 
the number that, multiplied by itself a 
specified number of times, yields a given 
quantity, v.i. To take root; to turn up 
the ground with the snout, etc.; to rum¬ 
mage (about, in, etc.), v.t. To cause to 
take root; (fig.) to fix firmly (to the spot); 
to pull (up) by the roots; to dig, turn, 
or grub (up) with the snout, beak, etc. 
rootedly, adv. 

rope (rop) [A.-S. rap], n. A stout cord of 
twisted fibres or wire; cordage over 1 in. 
in circumference; a series of things strung 
together in a line. v.t. To tie, fasten, or 
enclose with rope, rope-walk, n. A 
long piece of ground where ropes are 
twisted. 

rorqual (ror'kwal) [Norw. rdyrkval , red 
whale], n. A whale with dorsal fins, 
rosaceous (ro-za'shus) [L. rosdeeus, rose- 
* coloured], a. Pertaining to the roses; 
rose-like, rosarium, n. A rose-garden, 
rosary (rS'za-ri) [L. rosarium , rose-garden], 
n. A rose garden; (R.-C. Ch.) a form of 
prayer in which 15 decades of aves , each 
decade preceded by a paternoster and 
followed by a gloria , are repeated; a string 
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of beads by means of which account is 
kept of the prayers uttered, 
rose (roz) [A.-S., L. rosa ], n. A prickly 
bush or climbing or trailing shrub bearing 
flowers from white and yellow to dark 
crimson; one of the flowers; a light 
crimson or pink colour or complexion; a 
rosette, ornament, or other object shaped 
like a rose; a perforated nozzle for a hose, 
etc.; erysipelas. a. Coloured like a rose, 
rose-bud, n. A flower-bud of a rose; 
(Jig.) a young girl, rose-coloured, a. 
(fig.) Attractive, sanguine, optimistic, 
rose-window, n. A circular window 
filled with tracery branching from the 
centre, rosewood, n. A hard close- 
grained fragrant wood of a dark-red colour, 
roseate (ro'ze-&t) [L. roseus, rosy, as prec.], 
a. Rose-coloured, rosy; (fig.) smiling, 
optimistic. 

rosemary (rdz'ma-ri) [O.F. rosmarin (L. 
ros, dew, inarinus, marine)], n. An ever¬ 
green fragrant shrub of the mint family, etc. 
roseola (r6-zS'o-la) [dim. of ROSE], n. 
. German measles; a rash 
rosery (rd'zer-i) [rose -ery], n. A 
place where roses grow, a rose-plot, a 
rosarium. 

rosette (rd-zet') [F., dim. of rose], n. 
A rose-shaped ornament; a bunch of 
ribbons, etc., arranged concentrically, 
rosin (roz'in) [var. of resin], n. The resin 
left after the oil has been distilled from 
crude turpentine. 

roster (ros'ter) [Dut. rooster], n. A list 
showing the order of rotation in which 
turns of duty are to be performed, 
rostrum (ros'trimri [L.. beak], n. (pi. 
-tra) (Rom. Ant?) The beak "of a war- 
galley; a platform in the Forum, hence, 
an orator’s stand, a pulpit, rostral, a. 
rosy (rd'zi) [ROSE], a. Resembling a 
rose; blooming; favourable, rosily, adv. 
rosiness, n. 

rot (rot) [A.-S.], v.i. To decay, decompose, 
putrefy; to become morally corrupt, v.t. 
To cause to rot. n. Putrefaction, rotten¬ 
ness; dry-rot; a malignant liver-disease 
in sheep, etc. 

rota (rd'ta) [L., wheel], n. A list of names, 
duties, etc., a roster, rotal, a. ro'tary, 
o. Rotating on its axis; characterized by 
rotation, rotate', v.i. To revolve round 
an axis; to act in rotation, rota'tion, n. 
Act of rotating, rotary motion; alterna¬ 
tion, regular succession, ro'tatory, a. 
rote (1) (rot) [?], n. Mere repetition of 
words, etc., without understanding. 

*rote (2) (rot) [O.F., prob. from Celt.], n. 
A mediaeval musical instrument like a 
fiddle. 

rotten (rot'Sn) [ROT], a. Decomposed, de- 
cajdng, tainted; unsound, liable to break, 
tear, etc.; morally corrupt; contemptible 
in quality. 

rotund (rd-tund') [L. rotundus , round], a. 
Sonorous; circular, spherical; plump, 
rotunda, n. A circular building, esp. with 
a dome, rotun'dity, ». 
rouble (roobl) [Bus. ruble], n. The Russian 


monetary unit, a silver coin nominally 
worth about 2s. O^d. 

roue (roo'a) [F., broken on the wheel], n, 
A rake, a debauchee. 

rouge (roozh) [F.], n. A reddish cosmetic 
used on the cheeks or lips; red oxide of 
iron for polishing, v. To colour with 
rouge. 

rough (ruf) [A.-8. rfl/i], a. Having an 
uneven surface, not smooth, level, or 
polished; shaggy, of coarse texture; rude, 
lacking finish, crude; approximate, 
general, n. Rough ground; a hooligan; 
(collect.) rough or harsh experiences, hard¬ 
ships. v.t. To roughen; to shape (out) 
roughly, rough-cast, v.t. To form or 
compose roughly; to coat with coarse 
plaster, n. A rough model; a coarse 
plastering of lime and gravel, for outside 
walls, etc. rough-rider, n. A horse- 
breaker; an irregular horse-soldier, 
rough-shod, a. Shod with roughened 
shoes; (fig.) domineering, roughen, v.t. 
and i. 

rouleau (roo-15') [F., from r6le], n. (pi. 
-leaux) A small roll, esp. a pile of coins 
done up in paper. 

roulette (roo-let') [F., dim. of roue , as 
ROTA], n. A game of chance played with a 
revolving disk. 

round (round) [L. rotundus ], a. Spherical, 
circular, cylindrical, or approximately so; 
convexly curved, evenly divisible by ten. 
n. A round object; a ladder-rung; a 
thick cut from the haunch (of beef); cir¬ 
cumference; a circuit, a heat, a recurrent 
series, a bout. adv. So as to encircle. 
prep. On all sides of; in all directions 
from (in relation to the axis or centre). 
v.t. To make round or curved, round¬ 
about, a. Circuitous, indirect, n. A 
merry-go-round; a circuitous journey, etc. 
roundhead, n. A term applied during 
the Civil War to the Parliamentarians, 
round robin : A petition with the signa¬ 
tures placed in a circle so that no name 
heads the list, round-up, v.t. To gather 
(pressed men, horses, etc.) together, n. 
A gathering together of such, roundelay, 
7i. A simple song; a bird’s song; a round 
dance, roundish, a. roundly, adv. 
Bluntly, straightforwardly. roundnes9,77. 

rouse (1) (rouz) [?], v.t. To raise (game) 
from a covert; to wake; to provoke, to 
stir (up), v.i. To wake or be wakened; 
to start up; to be excited to activity, 
eto. 

* rouse (2) [CAROUSE], n. A bumper; a 
carouse. 

rout (rout) [O.F. route , a troop], n. A 
crowd, a disorderly concourse; an utter 
defeat; a confused retreat; *a large even¬ 
ing party, v.t. To defeat utterly and put 
to flight. 

route (root, Mil. rout) [F.], n. A course 
or road. 

routine (roo-ten') [F.], n. A course of 
procedure regularly pursued; any regular 
habit or practice. 

rove (rdv) [?], v.i. To ramble, to roam. 
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v.t. To wander over, through, etc.; to 
draw out slivers of wool, cotton, etc., from 
a carding-machine before spinning into 
thread; to ravel out. n. Act of roving; 
a ramble, rover, n. A pirate, a free¬ 
booter; a wanderer. 

row (1) (r6) [A.-S. rdw], n. A series of 
persons or things in a straight line; a rank, 
row (2) (r6) [A.-S. rdtcan], v.t. To propel 
by oars; to convey by rowing, v.i. To 
row a boat; to labour with an oar. n. 
A spell at rowing; an excursion in a row¬ 
boat. rowlock (rul'6k), n. A notch or 
device on the gunwale of a boat serving as 
a fulcrum for an oar. rower, n. 
row (3) (rou) [?], n. (colloq .) A noisy 
disturbance, a din, tumult, quarrel, 
rowan (rou'-, ro'an) [Scand.], n. The 
mountain-ash. 

rowdy (rou'di) [?], n. A noisy or dis¬ 
orderly fellow, a. Rough, blackguardly. 

rowdyism, n. 

rowel (rou'61) [O.P. rouel, as roulette], n. 
A spiked wheel on a spur, 
royal (roi'&l) [O.P. roial , as REGAL], a. 
Pertaining to or befitting a king or queen; 
princely; noble, majestic; surpassingly 
fine; a size of paper 20 x 25 in. for 
printing, royalist, n. An adherent or 
supporter of monarchical government, a. 
Supporting this; belonging to the Royal¬ 
ists. royally, adv. royalty, n. Office 
or dignity of a king or queen; royal rank 
or lineage; a royal person or persons; a 
share of profits paid to a landowner for 
the right to work a mine, to a patentee, 
to an author, etc. 

rub (rtib) [?], v.t. To apply friction to; 
to polish, scrape, graze; to slide or pass 
(a hand or other object) along, over, or 
against something; to take an impression 
of a design on paper laid over it; to remove 
by rubbing, v.i. To move along the sur¬ 
face of, to grate, chafe (against, on, etc.). 
n. The act or a spell of rubbing; (fig.) a 
hindrance, difficulty. 

rubber (1) (rub'6r) [RUB, -er], n. One 
who or that which rubs; a part of a 
machine that rubs, grinds, polishes, etc.; 
india-rubber. 

rubber (2) [?], n. A series of three games 
as whist, etc.; two games out of three, or 
that which decides the contest, 
rubbish (rub'ish) [M.E. robows , A. P. 
robeux], n. Waste matter, refuse; trash, 
rubbishy, a. 

rubble (rubl) [Scand.], n. Rough, broken 
fragments of stone, etc.; disintegrated rock, 
stones; masonry of irregular fragments of 
stone. 

rubicund (roo'bi-kund) [L. rubtcundus], a. 
Ruddy, rosy. 

rubric (roo'brik) [L. rubrica, from ruber , 
red], n. A title, chapter-heading, or direc¬ 
tion printed in red, esp. in the Prayei 
Book, etc. 

ruby (roo'bi) [O.P. ru5t, L. rubeus , red], n. 
A precious stone of a red colour; a purplish 
red; a size of type between nonpareil and 
pearl, o. Of the colour of a ruby. 


ruck (1) (ruk) [?], n. A heap, a rick; a 
crowd, the common herd, 
ruck (2) [Icel. hrukka ], n. A crease, a 
fold. v.t. To wrinkle, to crease, 
rucksack (ruk's&k) [G., back-sack], n. A 
valise carried on the back by straps, 
rudder (rud'er) [A.-S. r6lher\ n. A solid 
piece hinged to the stern-post for steering 
a ship; an analogous implement for steer¬ 
ing airships, etc. 

ruddle (rfidl) [as RUDDY], n. Red ochre 
for marking sheep. 

ruddy (rud'i) [A.-S. rudig , cogn. with red], 
a. Of a reddish colour; of a healthy 
complexion, ruddiness, n. 
rude (rood) [L. rttdt.s], a. Simple, crude, 
uncivilized, unrefined; rough; coarse in 
manners, uncivil, offensive; violent, robust, 
rudeness, n. 

rudiment (roo'di-ment) [L. rudlmentum , as 
RUDE], n. A first principle of knowledge, 
etc. (nsu. in pi.); (pi.) a beginning, a 
germ; a partially developed organ, struc¬ 
ture, etc., a vestige, rudimentary, a. 
rue (1) (roo) [Gr. rhuti), n. A shrubby 
evergreen plant, of fetid odour and acrid 
taste. 

rue (2) [A.-S. hreotoan ], v.t. To grieve for, 
to regret, to repent of. rueful, o. 
ruff (1) (ruf) [O.P. rojfie] % n. Act of 
trumping at cards when one cannot follow 
suit. v. To trump. 

ruff (2) [ruffle], n. A plaited collar or 
frill of linen; anything similarly puckered; 
a ruffle; a bird of the sandpiper family, 
ruffian (rfif'i-an) [O.F.], n. A low, lawless 
fellow, a bully, a desperado, a. Ruf¬ 
fianly. ruffianism, n. ruffianly, a. 
ruffle (riifl) [M.E. rujfeleri], v.t. To dis¬ 
order, rumple, disarrange; to annoy, dis¬ 
compose. v.i. To grow turbulent, to 
flutter; to bluster (about), n. A frill of 
fine plaited or crimped lace, etc.; a ruff; 
a low, vibrating beat of the drum, 
rug (riig) [Scand.], n. A heavy woollen 
wrap with a thick nap; a skin with the 
hair or wool left; a floor-mat. 
rugged (rug'6d) [Scand.], a. Full of in¬ 
equalities, uneven, irregular, 
ruin (roo'in) [L. ruere, to fall], n. Disaster, 
overthrew, downfall; a cause of destruc¬ 
tion, etc., havoc; state of being ruined; 
the remains of a building, city, etc. v.t. 
To bring or reduce to ruin; to destroy, 
overthrow, subvert, ruina'tion, n. ruin¬ 
ous, a. 

rule (rool) [L. regula ], n. Act of ruling or 
state of being ruled, government, sway, 
control; that which is established as a 
principle; a line of conduct, an established 
custom, maxim, etc.; a graduated strip of 
wood, etc., used for linear measurement; 
(Math.) a prescribed formula for solving a 
problem, v.t. To govern, control, to re¬ 
strain; to lay down as a rule; to mark 
with straight lines, v.t. To exercise 
supreme power over; to decide, ruler, 
n. One who rules; an instrument with 
straight edges used in drawing lines, 
ruling, n. An authoritative legal decision. 
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rum (rum) [?], n. A spirit distilled from 
fermented molasses or cane-juice, a. 
(slang) Strange, queer, 
rumble (rumbl) [imit.], v.i. To make a 
low, heavy, continuous sound, as of thun¬ 
der, heavy vehicles, etc. n. A rumbling 
sound; a seat behind the body of a carriage, 
ruminant (roo'mi-nant) [L. r&minans, 
ruminating], a. Chewing the cud. n. 
An animal with a complex stomach 
serving for chewing the cud, as the ox, 
camel, deer, etc. ruminate, v.i. To 
chew over the cud; (fig.) to muse, to 
meditate, v.t. To ponder over, rumi- 
na'tion, n. ru'minative, a. 
rummage (rum'aj) [F. arrumage ], v.t. To 
make a careful search in, to ransack, v.i. 
To make careful search, n. Act of rum¬ 
maging, a search, esp. of a vessel by a 
customs officer; lumber, odds and ends, 
rummer (rum'er) [W. Flem.], n. A large 
glass or drinking cup. 

rumour (roo'mor) [L. rumor], n. Popular 
report, hearsay, common talk. v.t. To 
circulate as a rumour, 
rump (rhmp) [Scand.], n. The end of the 
backbone with the adjacent parts, the 
buttocks; (fig.) the tail-end of anything, 
rumple (rftmpl) [?], v.t. To wrinkle, 
crease. 

rumpus (rfim'pds) [?], n. An uproar, a 
row. 

run (riin) [A.-S. rinnan], v.i. (past ran, 
run, p.p. run) To move or pass over 
the ground by using the legs more quickly 
than in walking, esp. so that both feet are 
never on the ground at once; to flee; to 
compete in a race; to move or travel 
rapidly; to go smoothly; to fuse, to melt; 
to drip, to emit liquid, etc. v.t. To 
cause to run, go, pass, penetrate, etc.; to 
drive, pursue, hunt; to press (hard) in a 
race, eto.; to follow or pursue (a course, 
etc.); to cast or mould; to smuggle; to 
expose oneself to. n. Act of running, a 
spell of running; a trip; a succession of 
demands (on a bank); a regular track (of 
certain animals); a grazing-ground; an 
enclosure for fowls. 

runagate (run'a-g&t) [O.F. renegat , rene¬ 
gade], n. A renegade, a fugitive; a vaga¬ 
bond. runaway, n. A deserter, a fugi¬ 
tive ; a bolting horse, 
rune (roon) [Icel.], n. A letter or character 
of the earliest Teutonic alphabet, used 
chiefly by the Scandinavians and Anglo- 
Saxons; (fig.) any mysterious mark, 
runic, a. 

rung (rung) [A.-S. hrung], n. A step in a 
ladder; a rail in a chair, etc.; a floor- 
timber in a ship. 

runnel (runl) [A.-S. rynel ], n. A little 
brook. 

runner (run'6r) [RUN, -ER], n. One who 
runs; a messenger, a spy; a tout; a 
smuggler; that on which anything runs, 
slides, etc.; the blade of a skate or of a 
sleigh; a sliding loop on a strap, etc.; a 
creeping stem thrown out by a plant; 
a twining or climbing plant. 


running (rfin'ing) [RUN, -ing], n. The act 
of the verb * to run ’; smuggling; power 
of running, a. Moving at a run; kept 
for a race. adv. In succession, 
runt (rfint) [?], n. An ox of a small breed; 

any stunted animal; a dwarf, 
rupee (ru-p§') [Hind.], n. An East Indian 
silver coin and money of account, nomi¬ 
nally equal to 2s. Od. 

rupture (rup'tvur) [L .ruptus, broken], n. 
Act of breaking; state of being violently 
parted, a break, a breach; hernia, v.t. 
To burst, to separate by violence; to affect 
with hernia. 

rural (roor'&l) [L. rus ruris , the country], 
a. Pertaining to the country; pastoral, 
agricultural; rustic# ruralize, v.i. and t. 
rurally, adv. 

ruse (rooz) [F.], n. A stratagem, trick, 
rush (1) (rdsh) [A.-S. rise], n. A plant 
with long thin stems or leaves growing on 
wet ground; a stem of this plant; (fig.) 
something valueless, rushlight, n. A 
candle made of rush-pith dipped in tallow, 
rushy, a. 

rush (2) [A.-F. russher, O.F. reusser], v.t. 
To urge or push with violence, to hurry; 
to take by sudden assault, v.i. To move 
precipitately, n. The act of rushing; an 
impetuous movement, dash, or onslaught, 
rusk (r&sk) [Sp. rosea , roll of bread], n. 
Bread or cake crisped and browned in the 
oven. 

russet (rus'6t) [O.F. rousset, L. russus , red], 
a. Of a reddish-brown colour; rustic, 
homely, n. A reddish-brown colour; a 
rough-skinned variety of apple, 
russia (riish'4) [as foil.], a. Applied to a 
soft leather made from hides prepared with 
birch-bark oil. 

Russian (rftsh'&n), a. Pertaining to Rus¬ 
sia. n. A native of Russia; the Russian 
language. 

rust (rflst) [A.-S. rUst ], n. The red incrus¬ 
tation formed on iron when exposed to 
moisture; a plant disease caused by para¬ 
sitic fungi, blight, v.i. To contract rust; 
to be oxidated; to be attacked by blight; 
(fig.) to degenerate through idleness or 
disuse, v.t. To affect with rust. rusty, 
a. Of a rust colour; attacked by rust, 
rustic (rus'tik) [L. rusticus, from rus, the 
country], a. Rural; characteristic of 
country people, simple, unpolished, un¬ 
couth; of rude workmanship, rusticate, 
v.i. To retire to or dwell in the country. 
v.t. To suspend from residence at a 
University, as a punishment, rustica'- 
tlon, n. rusticity (-tis'i-ti), n. 
rustle (rusl) [imit.], v. To make or cause 
to make a quick succession of small sounds 
like the rubbing of dry leaves, n. A 
rustling. 

rut [?], n. A sunken track made by wheels 
of vehicles; a groove; (fig.) a settled 
habit. 

*ruth (rooth) [RUE (1) -TH], n. Mercy, 

pity. 

ruthless (rooth'l6s) [RUTH, -LESS], a. Piti¬ 
less, merciless, cruel, ruthlessness, n. 
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-ry [-ERY], suf. As in poultry , yeomanry. 
rye (ri) [A.-S. ryge], n. The seeds of a 
cereal allied to wheat; the plant bearing 
this, rye-grass, ». A grass cultivated 
far fodder. 


S 

Sabalsm (sSIbi-izm) [Heb. host], n. 

The worship of the stars; ( erron.) Sabian- 

ism. 

Sabaoth (sfib'a-oth) [Heb. gab&Oth], n. 
Hosts, armies. 

Sabbatarian (s&b'4-t&r'i-&n) [as foil.], n. 
A Jew who strictly observes the Sabbath; 
a Christian who is specially strict in the 
observance of Sunday, a. Inculcating 
such observance. Sabbatarianism, n. 
Sabbath (s&b'ath) [Heb. shabath, to rest], 
n. The seventh day of the week, the day 
of rest; Sunday. Sabbat'ic, -al, a. 
Pertaining to or befitting the Sabbath; 
recurring in sevens. 

Sabian (sfi'bi-an) [Arab.], n. A member 
of an ancient sect classed in the Koran 
by Mohammedans with worshippers of 
the true God. a. Pertaining to Sabian- 
ism. Sabianism, n. The religion of the 
Sablans. 

sable (sftbl) [O.P., from Slav.], n. A small 
carnivorous quadruped allied to the mar¬ 
ten, the brown fur of which is very highly 
valued; its fur; black; (pi.) mourning 
garments, a. Black, dark, gloomy, 
sabot (sSLb'6) [F.], n. A wooden shoe worn 
by peasants in France, Belgium, etc. 
sabotage (sa-bo-tazh'), n. The operation 
of cutting shoes for railway-lines; mali¬ 
cious damage to a railway, machinery, etc., 
bv strikers. 

sabre (s&'b6r) [F.], «. A cavalry sword 
with a curved blade; (pi.) cavalry, v.t. 
To cut or strike down or kill with the 
sabre, sabretache (s£b'6r-tash), n. A 
cavalry officer’s leather pocket suspended 
from the sword-belt. 

sac (s&k) [F., as SACK], n. A pouch, a 
cavity or receptacle in an animal or 
vegetable. 

saccharine (s2,k'A-rin) [Gr. sacchar-on, 
sugar, -INE], n. An intensely sweet com¬ 
pound obtained from coal-tar. a. Per¬ 
taining to or having the qualities of sugar, 
saccharic, a. 

sacerdotal (s&s-6r-d5'tAl) [L. sacer, holy, 
d6s ddtis, cogn. with dare , to give], a. 
Pertaining to priests; priestly, 
sachem (sa'chem) [N.Am.Ind.], n. A chief 
of certain tribes of N. American Indians, 
sachet (sfish'a) [F., dim. of SAC], n. A 
small ornamental bag for perfumes, 
sack (1) (s&k) [A.-S. sacc ], n. A large, 
strong, oblong bag for holding corn, wool, 
etc.; the quantity this contains; a sack 
and contents; asacque. v.t. To put into 
sacks; (colloq.) to di miss, sackcloth, n. 
Sacking, esp. as token of mourning or 
penitence. sackful, n. sacking, n. 
Coarse stuff of which sacks are made, 
sack (2) [?], v.t. To plunder or pillage (a 


place taken by storm); to loot. n. The 
pillaging of a captured place, 
sack (3) (s5k) [F. sec , dry], n. An old 
name for various dry white wines, 
sackbut (s&k'bfit) [F. saquebote ], n. *A 
bass trumpet like the trombone; (Bibl.) a 
musical stringed instrument, 
sacque (s&k) [SACK (1)], n. A loose-fitting 
woman’s gown; a coat hanging from the 
shoulders. 

sacrament (s&k'r&-m6nt) [L. sacr&re , to 
make sacred], n. A religious rite instituted 
as an outward and visible sign of an inward 
and spiritual grace, as baptism and the 
eucharist; the consecrated elements, sa- 
cramen'tal, a. Pertaining to or consti¬ 
tuting a sacrament; consecrated, sacra- 
mentallsm, n. The doctrine of the 
spiritual efficacy of the sacraments, sa- 
cramentalist ,' n. sacramentarian, a. 
Relating to the sacraments, n. One hold¬ 
ing extreme doctrines regarding the spirit¬ 
ual efficacy of the sacraments, 
sacred (sfi'kred) [L. sacer , holy], a. Dedi¬ 
cated to religious use or to a divinity; 
set apart, reserved; pertaining to religion, 
holy; sanctified, not to be profaned, 
sacrifice (s&k'ri-fis) [L. sacrificium (as prec., 
facere, to make)], n. The act of offering 
or surrendering a valued possession to a 
deity, as an act of propitiation, atonement, 
or thanksgiving; that which is so given 
up, a victim; the giving up of anything 
for the sake of someone or something else; 
the sale of goods at a loss; great destruc¬ 
tion (of life, etc.), v.t. To offer to God 
or to a deity as a sacrifice; to surrender 
for the sake of another person, object, 
etc., to devote; to sell at a loss, sacri¬ 
ficial (-fish'al), a. 

sacrilege (s&k'ri-lej) [L. sacrilegium (sacer, 
sacred, legere , to gather, to steal)], n. The 
profanation of sacred things, esp. larceny 
from a consecrated building, sacrileg¬ 
ious (-ij'us). a. 

sacrist (sa'krist) [as sacred], n. An officer 
in charge of a sacrist}’, sac'ristan, n. 
(s£k-) A sacrist, sacristy, n. An apart¬ 
ment in a church in which the vestments, 
sacred vessels, books, etc., are kept, 
sacrosanct (s3k'r6-sAakt) [L. sacer, sacred, 
sandus, see saint], a. Inviolable by 
reason of sanctity. 

sad (s&d) [A.-S. seed, sated], a. Sorrowful, 
mournful; expressing or causing sorrow; 
lamentable; heavy (of bread), sadden, 
v. To make or become sad. sadly, adv. 
sadness w, 

saddle (s&di) [A.-S. sadol ], n. A seat for 
a rider or a load on an animal, a cycle, 
agricultural machine, etc.; an object 
resembling a saddle; a joint of mutton, 
etc., including the loins, v.t. To put a 
saddle or a burden on. saddle-bag, n. 
A bag connected by straps to a saddle; 
carpeting woven in imitation of Persian 
saddle-bags, saddler (s&dT6r), n. A 
maker or dealer in saddles and harness, 
saddlery, n. 

Sadducee (s&d'u-se) [Gr. Saddoukaioi], n. 
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One of an ancient Jewish sect who adhered 
to the written law and denied the resur¬ 
rection from the dead, etc. 
safe (sSf) [O.F. sauf, L. salvus , uninjured], 
a. Free or secure from danger or evil; 
unharmed, sound; affording security; not 
risky; cautious, trusty; certain, sure; no 
longer dangerous, secure from escape, n. 
A receptacle for keeping things safe, a 
strong-box or strong-room; a cupboard for 
keeping meat, etc., in. safe-conduct, n. 
A passport, esp. in time of hostilities, 
safeguard, n. One who or that which 
protects; a precaution; a passport, 
safely, adv. safety, n. State of being 
safe, freedom from injury, danger, or risk; 
safe-keeping or custody, 
saffron (sfif'rdn) [Arab, zafar&ri], n. A 
preparation from the flowers of the 
autumnal crocus, used for colouring and 
flavouring; this plant; the colour, deep 
orange; the meadow saffron, o. Deep 
yellow. 

sag (s&g) [Scand.], v.i. To sink or give 
way, esp. in the middle, under weight or 
pressure; to decline (of prices, esp. of 
stocks), n. Act or state of sagging; the 
amount of this. 

saga (sa'ga) [Icel.], n. A mediseval prose 
narrative of contemporary events in Ice¬ 
land or Norway; a story of heroic adven¬ 
ture. 

sagacious (sa-ga'shus) [L. sagax], a. 
Intellectually keen, perspicacious, shrewd, 
wise; sensible, quick-scented (of animals), 
sagacity (-g&s'i-ti), n. 
sage (1) (saj) [A.-F. sauge , L. salvia ], n. 
A grey-leaved aromatic plant used in 
cookery, sage-green, n. A greyish 
green. 

sage (2) [F., from L. sapere, to be wise], a. 
Wise, discreet, judicious, well-considered; 
solemn-looking, n. A man of great 
wisdom, sagely, adv. 
sago (sa'go) [Malay sdgu], n. The soft 
inner portion of the trunk of several palms, 
the starch of which is separated and used 
as food. 

sahib (sa'ib) [Hind.], n. The title used by 
natives of India in addressing Europeans. 
6ail (sal) [A.-S. segel], n. A piece of canvas 
spread to catch the wind and so cause a 
ship to move in the water; (collect.) some 
or all of a ship’s sails; a ship; an excursion 
by water; the arm of a windmill, v.i. 
To move by the action of wind upon sails; 
to be conveyed in a vessel by water; to 
set sail; to float (as a bird), to glide, v.t. 
To pass over in a ship, to navigate; to set 
afloat, sailcloth, n. Canvas, etc., for 
making sails; a kind of dress-material, 
sailless, o. sailor, n. A seaman, esp. 
one of the crew as dist. from an officer; 
one who sails (as * a good sailor,’ i.e. one 
not liable to sea-sickness), 
sainfoin (san'foin) [F. sainfoin], n. A 
leguminous fodder-plant resembling clover, 
saint (sant, as pref. sant) [L. sanctus , made 
holy], 7 i. A holy person; one of the blessed 
in heaven; one canonized by the Church. 


v.t. To canonize; to regard or address 
as a saint, saint’s day : A day dedicated 
to the commemoration of a particu¬ 
lar saint, saintly, a. saintliness, n. 
sainted, a. Canonized; gone to heaven; 
holy, pious. 

sake (sak) [A.-S. sacii], n. End, purpose; 
desire of obtaining; cause, for the sake 
of : Because of, out of consideration for. 
sal (sal) [L.], n. Salt (used only with 
qualifying word), sal-ammo'niac, n. 
Ammonia, sal volatile (-v6-lat'i-li): An 
aromatic solution of ammonium carbonate, 
salaam (si-lam') [Arab.], n. A ceremonious 
salutation among Orientals, v.i. To make 
a salaam. 

salacious (sA-la'shds) [L. salaa :], a. Lust¬ 
ful, lecherous, salacity (-lis'i-ti), n. 
salad (s&l'ad) [O.F. salade , L. sal&ta, 
salted], a. A dish of vegetables prepared 
with dressing and eaten raw. salad days : 
The time of youth and inexperience, 
salamander (s&l-a-mftn'd&r) [L. and Qr. 
salamandra ], n. A lizard-like animal (also 
a genie) anciently believed to live in fire, 
salary (s&l'a-ri) [L. salarium , orig. salt- 
money given to soldiers, SAL], n. Fixed 
pay given periodically for work not of a 
manual or mechanical kind, salaried, a. 
sale (sfil) [A.-S. $ala], n. The act of selling; 
the exchange of a commodity; an auction; 
a disposal at reduced prices, demand, 
market, saleable,a. salesman,-woman, 
n. A person employed to sell goods. 
Salian (sa'li-&n) [L. Salii , the tribe], a. 
Of or pertaining to a Frankish tribe on 
the lower Ithine, ancestors of the Mero¬ 
vingians. Salic (s&rik), a. Salian. Salic 
law : A law excluding females from the 
throne. 

salient (sa'li-6nt) [L. saliens, leaping], a. 
Leaping, springing; pointing outwards; 
prominent, noticeable, n. A salient angle, 
esp. a portion of defensive works pro¬ 
jecting towards the enemy, 
saline (sa-lln', sS'lin) [SAL, -IK J a. Con¬ 
sisting of or partaking of Uio qualities 
of salt, salinity (sd-lin'i-ti), n. 
saliva (s4-l!'v4) [L.], n. The secretions of 
the salivary and mucous glands into the 
mouth, spittle, salivary, a. 
sallow (1) (sil'o) [A.-S. sealh], n. A 
shrubby variety of willow; an osier, 
sallow f2) [A.-S. salu ], a. Of a sickly- 
yellowish or pale-brown colour, sallow- 
ish, a. 

sally (sSl'i) [F. saillie , L. salxre , to leap], n. 
A sudden rush of troops from within 
against besiegers; an issuing forth, an 
excursion; a flight of fancy or wit, a 
bantering remark, v.i. To rush out 
suddenly (of troops); to go (forth) on a 
journey, etc. 

salmagundi (s51-ma-gun'di) [F. salmagon- 
dw], n. A dish of chopped meat, anchovies, 
eggs, oil, vinegar, etc.; a mixture, a 
medley. 

salmon (s&m'dn) [AJP. saumoun, L. 
salmOnem, nom. -mo], n. A large silvery, 
pink-fleshed food-fish that ascends rivers 
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to spawn, a. Salmon-coloured, pink, 
salmon-trout, n. A fish resembling the 
salmon but smaller. 

saloon (sa-loon') [F. Salon], n. A large 
room suitable for social receptions, enter¬ 
tainments, etc.; a large cabin on board 
ship; a saloon-carriage; a drinking-bar; 
a public room for some specified purpose 
(as hairdressing-saloon). saloon-car¬ 
riage, n. A large railway-carriage without 
compartments. 

salsify (sal'si-fi) [F. salsifis], n. A com¬ 
posite plant, the purple goat’s-beard, the 
root of which is eaten, 
salt (sawlt) [A.-S. sealt , L. *al], n. Chloride 
of sodium, used for seasoning and pre¬ 
serving food; that which gives flavour; 
relish, piquancy, wit; a salt-cellar; a 
sailor; a compound formed by the union 
of basic and acid radicals, a. Impreg¬ 
nated with salt, saline; cured with salt; 
living in salt water; pungent (of wit, etc.). 
v.t. To sprinkle, season, cure, or preserve 
with salt, salt-cellar [A.-F. saler , O.F. 
saliere ], n. A vessel for holding salt at 
table, salt-pan, n. A shallow depression 
in which sea-water is evaporated in order 
to obtain salt; a vessel in which brine is 
evaporated at salt-works, salt water: 
Sea-water, salt-water, a. Living in or 
pertaining to the sea. saltiness, n. 
saltish, a. salts, n.pl. Smelling-salts; 
various medicinal salts, salty, a. 
salta tion (s&l-ta'shun) [L. salldtio, from 
saltdre ], n. A bounding; an abrupt tran¬ 
sition; a palpitation or beating, saltator'- 
ial, saFtatory, a. 

salt-cellar, -glaze, salter, etc. [salt]. 
saltire (s&l'tir) [O.F. sauteoir , a stile], n. 
{Her.) An ordinary in the form of a St. 
Andrew’s cross or the letter X. 
saltpetre (sawlt-pe't6r) [L. sal petrce , salt 
of the rock], n. Potassium nitrate, nitre, 
salubrious (sA-lu'bri-us) [L. salubris], a. 
Promoting health, salubrity, n. 
salutary (s51'u-tar-i) [L. salus, health], a. 
Promoting good effects, beneficial, profitable. 
6alute (sa-lut', -loot') [L. salutdre , to wish 
health to], v.t. To greet with a gesture or 
words of welcome or respect; to accost 
(with a bow, kiss, oath); to honour by 
the discharge of ordnance, v.i. To per¬ 
form a salute, n. A gesture of welcome, 
homage, recognition, etc., a salutation; 
{Mil. and Nav.) a prescribed method of 
doing honour or paying a compliment or 
respect, saluta'tion, n. Act of saluting; 
that which is said or done in the act of 
greeting; a salute. 

salvable (sfil'vabl) [L. salvdre , to save], a. 
Capable of being saved, 
salvage (s&l'vaj) [O.F., from salver , to 
save], n. The act of saving (a ship, goods, 
etc.) from shipwreck, capture, fire, etc.; 
compensation for such saving; property 
so saved, v.t. To save from wreck, etc. 
salvation (s&l-va'shun) \L. sal ratio, from 
salvdre, to save], n. Act of saving; deliver¬ 
ance, preservation, esp. from sin and its 
consequences; that which delivers, etc. 


salve (silv) [A.-S. sealf], n. A healing 
ointment; anything that soothes, v.t. 
To anoint with a salve; to soothe, to make 
good; to salvage. 

salver (s&l'v6r) [F. salve], n. A tray on 
which visiting-cards, etc., are presented, 
salvo (s&l'vo) [It. salva, salutation], n. 
{pi. -vos) A discharge of guns, etc., esp. 
as a salute; (fig.) a volley of cheers, etc. 
salvor (s&l'vor) [salve, -or], n. A person 
or ship effecting salvage, 
same (s5m) [A.-S.], a. Identical; not 
other; similar in kind, quality, degree, 
etc.; just mentioned, aforesaid; unchang¬ 
ing, uniform, all the same : Neverthe¬ 
less; notwithstanding, sameness, n. 
samphire (sam'fir) [F. herbe de St. Pierre , 
St. Peter’s herb], n. A herb growing on 
sea-cliffs, the leaves of which are pickled, 
sample (sampl) [example], n. A part 
taken as illustrating the whole, a specimen, 
pattern, v.t. To take samples of, to 
test, sampler, n. A piece of embroidered 
work dfrne as a'specimen of skill, 
sanative (san'a-tiv) [L. sdndrc, to heal], a. 
Healing,' curative, sanatorium, n. {pi. 
-ia) A place to whic h, peo ple resort for 
the sake of their health; an institution 
for invalids, san'atory, a. Conducive 

to health.-* 

sanctify (s&nk'ti-fl) [L. sanctus, holy, -FY], 
v.C To make holy; to set apart or observe 
as holy; to purify from sin; to make 
inviolable, sanctiflca'tion, n. 
sanctimony (sanftl-md ni) [L. sancti - 
m&nia, as prec.], n. Affectation of piety, 
sanctimoniousness, sanctimo'nious, a. 
Making a show' of piety or saintliness, 
sanction (sSnk'shun) [L. sanctio, as SAINT], 
n . Th e. act of ratifying, ratification, 
confirmation; a provision for enforcing 
obedience; anything that gives binding 
force to a law, etc.; countenance, support. 
v.t. To give sanction to, to authorize, 
countenance, approve, 
sanctity (s&nk'ti-ti) [O.F. saincteti (F. 
saintett), L. sanctitas , as prec.], n. Holi¬ 
ness; spiritual purity, saintliness; inviol¬ 
ability. 

sanctuary (s5nk'tfi-a-ri) [L. sanctudrium , 
as prec.], n. A holy place; an inner 
shrine or most sacred part of a church; a 
place in which debtors and malefactors 
were free from arrest, a refuge; protec¬ 
tion; a place where deer, birds, etc., are 
left undisturbed. 

sanctum (sank'tum) [L., neut. of sanctus ], 
n. {pi -ta) A sacred or private place; 
{colloq.) a private room, 
sand (sand) [A.-S.], n. Fragments of rock, 
flint, etc., reduced almost to powder; {pi.) 
tracts of sand, stretches of beach, submarine 
banks of sand, sand-glass, n. An hour¬ 
glass. sand-paper, n. A paper or thin 
cloth coated with sand, used for smoothing 
wood, etc. sandpiper, n. A popular 
name for several birds haunting sandy 
places, sandstone, n. Stone composed 
of an agglutination of grains of sand, 
sandal (1) (s&n'dAl) [Gr. sandalion], n. A 
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kind of shoe consisting of a sole fastened 
to the foot by straps. 

sandalwood (s&n'dal-wud) [Gr. sandaloh ], 
n. The fragrant wood of various E. Indian 
frees, much used for cabinet work, 
"sand-blind (sind'blind) [A.-S. sam -, 
cogn. with SEMI-, BLIND], a. Half-blind, 
dim-sighted. 

sandwich (sand'wich) [after the 4th Earl 
of Sandwich ], n. Two thin slices of bread 
and butter with meat, etc., between them. 
v.t . To insert between two things of a 
dissimilar kind. 

sandy (san'di) [SAND-, Y], a. Consisting 
of or abounding in sand; of the colour of 
sand, yellowish-red (of hair), sandiness, 
n. sandyish, a. 

sane (san) [L. sinus ], a. Sound in mind; 
sensible, reasonable (of views), sanely, 
adv. 

sangfroid (saw-frwa) [F., cold blood], n. 
Coolness, calmness, composure in danger, 
etc. 

sanguinary (s&ng'gwi-nar-i) [L. sanguis 
-uinis, blood], a. Attended with or 
delighting in bloodshed; bloodthirsty, 
sanguine (s&ng'gwin) [as prec.], a. Having 
the colour of blood, ruddy; hopeful, 
cheerful, optimistic, n. Blood colour, 
sanguin'eous, a. Pertaining to or abound¬ 
ing in blood; of a blood colour; full- 
blooded, plethoric. 

Sanhedrin (s&n'6-drin) [SYN-, Gr. hedra , 
seat], n. The supreme court of justice 
and council of the Jewish nation, down to 
A.D. 425. 

sanitary (s&n'i-tar-i) [as foil.], a. Relating 
to the preservation of health; hygienic, 
sanitate, v.t. To improve the sanitary 
condition of. v.i. To carry out sanitary 
measures, sanitation, n. 
sanity (s&n'i-ti) [L. s&nitas , from sinus, 
sane], n. Saneness; reasonableness; 
moderation. 

sans (sanz, san) [F.], prep. Without. 
sans-cvlotte (saw-ku-lot') [F., without 
breeches], n. Applied by the aristocrats 
to the republicans in the French Revolu¬ 
tion. a. Republican, revolutionary, 
sans-culottism, n. 

Sanskrit (sSn'skrit) [Sansk.], n. The 
ancient language of the Hindu sacred 
writings, the oldest of the Indo-European 
group. 

sap (1) (s&p) [A.-S. seep], n. The watery 
juice of living plants; (Jig.) strength, 
vigour, v.t. To exhaust the vitality of. 
sapling, n. A young tree, sappy, a. 
sap (2) [F. sapper, from late L. sappa, 
spade], v.t. To undermine; to render 
unstable by wearing away the foundation; 
(Jig.) to destroy insidiously, v.i. To make 
an attack or approach by digging trenches 
or undermining, n. The act of sapping; 
a trench; undermining or subversion of 
faith, etc. 

sapient (sa'pi-6nt) [L. sapiens, being wise], 
a. Wise, sage (usu. ironical), sapience, 
n. Wisdom, seeming sageness. 

saponaceous (s&p-d-na'shiis) [L. s&pe 


-pinis, soap, -ACEOTJS], a. Soapy; re¬ 
sembling or containing soap, 
sapper (s&p'er) [SAP (2), -ER], n. One who 
saps; an officer or private of the Royal 
Engineers. 

sapphic (s&f'ik), a. Pertaining to Sappho, 
a Lesbian poetess (c. 600 B.O.); applied 
to a stanza or metre used by her. n.pl. 
Sapphic verses or stanzas, 
sapphire (s5f'Ir) [Qr. sappheiros], n. A 
transparent blue variety of precious stone; 
an intense and lustrous blue. a. Sapphire- 
blue. 

saraband (s&r'A-b5,nd) [Sp. zarabanda , from 
Moorish], n. A slow and stately Spanish 
dance; music for this. 

Saracen (s&r'a-sGn) [? Arab.], n. A nomad 
Arab in the times of the later Greeks and 
Romans; a Moslem at the time of the 
Crusades. Saracenic (-sen'ik), a. 
sarcasm (sar'xJzm) [Gr. sarkazein, to 
tear flesh], n. A taunting or wounding 
remark; bitter irony o* invective, sar¬ 
castic, a. sarcastically, adv. 
sarcenet (sar'se-net) [O.F.], n. A thin, 
fine silk used chiefly for linings, ribbons, etc. 
sarco- [Gr. sarx sarkos, flesh], comb.form. 
sarcophagus (sar-kof'a-gus) [9ARCO-, Gr. 
phagein, to eat], n. (pi. -gi, -jl) A stone 
coffin. 

sard (sard) [as sardius], n. A precious 
stone, a variety of cornelian, 
sardine (sar-den') [F., of Sardinia], n. A 
fish caught off Brittany and Sardinia, and 
cured and preserved in oil. 
sardius (sar'di-us) [Gr. sardios, from 
Sardis], n. A precious stone mentioned | 
in Scripture, perhaps the sard or the j 
sardonyx. 

sardonic (sar-don'ik) [Gr. Sardonios, ; 
Sardinian], a. Unnatural, insincere; sneer¬ 
ing, malignant, bitterly ironical, 
sardonyx (sar'd6-niks) [SARD, ONYX], n. A 
variety of onyx, white chalcedony alter¬ 
nating with layers of sard, 
sark (sark) [A.-S. sere], n. (Sc.) A shirt, 
sarsaparilla (sar-sA-pa-ril'A) [Sp. zarza, \ 
bramble, parra , vine], n. The dried roots 
of smilax, used as a terdc. 
sartorial (sar-tdr'i-41; [L. sartor , tailor], a. 

Pertaining to a tailor or tailoring, 
sash (1) (s&sh) [Arab, sh&sh, muslin], n. 

An ornamental band or scarf, often worn 
as a badge or part of a uniform, 
sash (2) [corr. of CHASSIS], n. A frame 
holding the glass of a window, v.t. To 
furnish with sashes. 

sassafras (s&s'A-friis) [Sp. sasafras], n. A 
small N. American laurel; its root used as ] 
an aromatic stimulant. 

Sassenach (s&s'6-n&cA) [Gael, and Ir., 
SAXON], n. A Saxon, an Englishman, a. 
English. 

Satan (sa'tan) [Heb., enemy, adversary], ’ 
n. The arch fiend, the devil, satan'ic, 
a. Pertaining to or having the qualities 
of Satan; devilish, infernal, sa'tanism, 
n. A diabolical disposition or conduct; 
Satan-worship. 

satchel (sach'61) [L. saccellus, dim. of 
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saccus, sack], n. A small bag suspended 
by a strap over one shoulder, 
sate (sat) [as satiate], v.t. To satisfy the 
appetite or desire of; to surfeit, to cloy, 
sateen (sa-ten') [from SATIN], n. A glossy 
woollen or cotton fabric made in imitation 
of satin. 

satellite (s&t'6-llt) [L. satellcs, guard, 

attendant], n. A secondary planet re¬ 
volving round a primary one; an obsequi¬ 
ous follower. 

satiate (s&'shi-at) [L. satiatus , p.p. of 
satiare , as SATISFY], v.t. To satisfy the 
desire or appetite of; to sate, satiety 
(sA-tI'6-ti), n. The state of being sated; 
excess of gratification producing disgust, 
satin (s&t'in) [F., from L. seta, silk], n. A 
silken fabric with a highly-finished glossy 
surface on one side. a. Made of or 
resembling this, esp. in smoothness, 
satinet (s&t-i-net'), n. A thin satin; 
imitation satin, satiny, a. 
satire (s&t'Ir) [L. lanx satura, full dish, 
medley], n. A composition in which 
wickedness or folly or individual persons 
are held up to ridicule; ridicule, sarcasm, 
irony, or invective used for the chastise¬ 
ment of vice or folly, satiric, -al 
(-tir'ik, -dl), a. sat irist, n. One who 
writes or employs satire, satirize, v.t. 
satisfy (sit'is-fi) [L. satis, enough, -FY], 
v.t. To supply or gratify to the full; to 
content, to please ( usu. in p.p.); to pay 
(a debt, etc.); to comply with; to be 
sufficient for; to convince, v.i. To give 
satisfaction; to make payment, to atone, 
satisfaction (-f&k'shun), n. Act of satis¬ 
fying; state of being satisfied; content¬ 
ment, fulfilment of an obligation; 
compensation, amends, satisfactory, a. 
Giving satisfaction, adequate; relieving 
the mind from doubt; atoning. satis- 
fying, a. 

satrap (sdt'rdp) [Qr. satrapis, O.Pers. 
khsatra , province, pa-, to protect], n. 
A governor of a province of ancient Persia; 
a despotic ruler of a dependency. 

satrapy, n. 

saturate (s&t'u-rSt) [L. satur&tus, cloyed, 
cogn. with satis, enough], v.t. To soak or 
imbue thoroughly; to charge (a body, 
fluid, etc.) with another substance, fluid, 
electricity, etc., so that it will hold no 
more, saturation (-ra'shiln), n. 
Saturday (s&t'ur-da) [A.-S. Sceter-dceg , 
day of Saturn], ». The seventh day of 
the week. 

saturnine (sSt'fir-nin) [L. Satumus, a deity, 
father of Jupiter], a. Dull, phlegmatic, 
gloomy, morose. 

satyr (sdt'ir) [Gr. saluros ], n. An ancient 
Greek sylvan deity represented with the 
legs of a goat, budding horns, and goat¬ 
like ears, identified by the Romans with 
the fauns; a lascivious or brutish man. 
sauce (saws) [F., as SAL], w. A liquid 
preparation taken with foods as a relish; 
anything that gives piquancy; impudence, 
cheek, v.t. To make piquant or pun¬ 
gent; to be impudent, sauce-boat, n. 


A table-vessel for holding sauce, sauce¬ 
pan, n. A metal pot with a long handle, 
for boiling or stewing, saucer, n. A 
shallow china vessel for holding a cup on. 
saucy, a. Pert, insolent to superiors, 
cheeky; smart, piquant, 
saunter (sawn't6r) [?], v.i. To wander 
about idly; to walk leisurely (along), n. 
A stroll; a sauntering gait, 
saurian (saw'ri-an) [Gr. saura , lizard], o. 
Pertainiug to the lizards, n. A lizard or 
lizard-like creature, esp. one of the extinct 
forms. 

sausage (sos'aj) [F. saucisse, as SAUCE], n. 
Pork or other meat minced, seasoned, and 
stuffed into a length of animal’s gut as 
food. 

sautt (so'tfl) [F.], a. Lightly fried, 
savage (s&v'Aj) [O.F. salvage , L. silva, 
wood], a. Wild; uncivilized, brutal, 
cruel, furious, n. A human being in a 
primitive state; a brute, a barbarian, 
savagery, n. 

savanna (sA-v&n'&) 3p. sabana ], n. An 
extensive treeless pi *in covered with low 
vegetation, esp. in tropical America, 
savant (sa-van) [F., knowing], n. A man 
of learning, esp. an eminent scientist, 
save (s&v) [F. sauver, L. salvus, safe], v.t 
To preserve, rescue, or deliver; to keep 
undamaged or from being spent or lose; 
to spare, to exempt (with double object); 
to obviate, to prevent; to take advantage: 
of. v.i. To be economical, prep. Ex¬ 
cept, not including, conj. Unless, sav¬ 
ing, a. Preserving from danger, loss, 
waste, etc.; frugal; expressing a reserva¬ 
tion, stipulation, etc. n. Act of econo¬ 
mizing; an economy (usu. in pi.); an 
exception, reservation. prep. Save, ex¬ 
cept; with due respect to. 
saveloy (s&v'e-loi) [F. cervelas ], n. A 
highly-seasoned dried sausage of salted 
pork. 

saviour (sfl'vyfir) [L. salvdtor, from 
salv&re , to save], n. One who preserves, 
rescues, or redeems, the Saviour : 
Christ, the Redeemer of mankind, 
savory (sft'v6-ri) [O.F. savereie ], n. An 
aromatic plant used in cookery, 
savour (s&'vor) [O.F., from L. sapere, to 
taste], n. Flavour, relish; characteristic 
quality, savoury, o. Having a pleasant 
savour; palatable, n. A savoury dish, 
savoy (s&-voi') [district in France], n. A 
hardy variety of cabbage with wrinkled 
leaves. 

saw (1) (saw) [A.-S. saga], n. A thin- 
bladed steel cutting-instrument with a 
toothed edge. v.t. To cut, form, or 
make with a saw. v.i. To use a saw; to 
make motions of one sawing, sawdust, 
n. Small fragments of wood produced 
in sawing, sawyer, n. One employed 
in sawing. 

saw (2) (saw) [A.-S. sagu, cogn. with say], 
n. A saying, a proverb, a familiar 
maxim. 

saxifrage (s&k'si-fraj) [F., from L. saxum , 
rock, frag-, root of frangere, to break], n. 
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An Alpine or rock plant with mossy 
foliage and small flowers, formerly 
esteemed good for stone in the bladder. 
Saxon (s&k's6n), n. One of a Teutonic 
race from northern Germany who con¬ 
quered England in the 5th and 6th cents.; 
an Anglo-Saxon; the old Saxon or Anglo- 
Saxon language; a native of modern 
Saxony, a. Pertaining to any of these, 
their country, or language; Anglo-Saxon, 
say (sa) [A.-S. secgari], v.t. (past and p.p. 
said, sed) To utter in words, to speak; 
to repeat; to tell, affirm, allege; to 
suppose, to assume; to decide, v.i. To 
speak, to talk, to answer, n. What one 
says or has to say, a statement; one’s 
turn to speak, saying, n. That which 
is said; a maxim, an adage, a saw. 
scab (sk&b) [Scand.], n. An incrustation 
formed over a sore in healing; a con¬ 
tagious, mange-like skin-disease in horses, 
cattle, and sheep; a fungoid plant- 
disease; a workman who refuses to join 
in a strike, a blackleg, v.i. To form a 
scab, scabby, a. 

scabbard (skab'ard) [A.-F. escaubers, pi.], 
n. The sheath of a sword or similar weapon, 
scabrous (ska'brus) [L. scabrosus ], a. 
Rough, rugged; scurfy; thorny; (fig.) 
approaching the indelicate, 
scaffold (sk&f'old) [O.F. escadafault ], n. 
A temporary structure of poles and plat¬ 
forms for use in building or repairing a 
house, etc.; a temporary platform for 
the execution of criminals, v.t. To 
furnish with a scaffold; to support, 
scaffolding, n. A scaffold for builders, 
shows, etc.; materials for scaffolds, 
scald (skawld) [EX-, L. calidus, hot], v.t. 
To burn with hot liquid or vapour; to 
clean with boiling water, n. An injury 
from hot liquid or vapour, 
scale (1) (skal) [A.-S. scealu], n. One of 
the thin plates covering the skin of fishes 
and reptiles; a modified leaf, hair, feather, 
husk, etc., resembling this; an incrusta¬ 
tion; a small flake of metal, v.t. To 
strip the scales off. v.i. To form or 
come off in scales. scaly, a. scaliness, n. 
scale (2) (skal) [O.F. escale, cup], n. The 
dish of a balance; (pi.) a simple balance. 
v.t. To amount to in weight, 
scale (3) (skal) [L. scala , ladder], n. 
Anything graduated for use as a measure, 
or as a scheme for classification, gradation, 
etc.; a basis for a numerical system in 
which the value of a figure depends on its 
place in the order; a system of correspon¬ 
dence between different magnitudes, 
relative dimensions; (Mus.) all the tones 
of a key arranged in order according to 
pitch, v.t. To climb by a ladder; to 
draw to proper proportions, v.i. To be 
commensurable, scaling-ladder, n. A 
ladder used in storming, 
scalene (ska-15n'> [Qr. skalenos ], a. Hav¬ 
ing no two sides equal (of triangles); 
having the axis inclined to the base (of a 
cone or cylinder). 

scallop (skol'-, sk&l'op) [O.F. escalope], n. 


A bivalve mussel with an undulating 
margin; a single shell of this worn as a 
pilgrim’s badge or used as a dish; (pi.) 
an ornamental undulating edging, v.t. 
To cut or indent an edge, 
scalp (skalp) [Scand.], n. The top of the 
head; the skin of this with the hair 
belonging to it. v.t. To tear or take 
the scalp from; (fig.) to criticize savagely, 
scalpel (skai'ptf) [L. scalpere, to scrape], 
n. A small knife used in dissecting, 
scamp (sk&mp) [?], n. A worthless 
fellow, a knave, a rogue, v.t. To do in 
a careless manner. 

scamper (sk&m'p6r) [EX-, L. campus , 
field], v.i. To run rapidly or impulsively. 
n. A hasty run; a hurried tour, 
scan (skin) [L. scandere , to climb], v.t. 
To count or test the feet or syllables of 
(a line of verse); to scrutinize, v.i. To 
be metrically correct. 

scandal (skan'dai) [Gr. skandalon , stumb¬ 
ling-block], n. Indignation at some act, 
esp. publicly expressed; reproach, shame, 
malicious gossip, a defamatory statement, 
scandalize, v.t. To offend by improper 
or outrageous conduct, to shock, scandal¬ 
monger, n. One who disseminates 
scandal, scandalous, a. 

Scandinavian (sk&n-di-na'vi-fin), o. Per¬ 
taining to Scandinavia (Norway and 
Sweden, Denmark, and Iceland), its 
language, or literature, n. A native of 
Scandinavia. 

scansion (skan'shun) [L. scansio , as 
SCAN], n. The act of scanning verse; a 
system of scanning. 

scant (skint) [Icel. skamt , short], a. Not 
full, large, or plentiful; not enough, 
deficient, scanty, a. scantily, adr. 
scantiness, n. 

scantling (skint'ling) [O.F. cscantillon], n. 
A specimen, a small quantity; a rough 
draft or sketch; a beam less than 5 in. in 
breadth and thickness; the sectional 
« measurement of timber, the measurement 
of stone in all three dimensions; a trestle 
for a cask. 

scapegoat (skSp'got) [ESCAPE, GOAT], n. 
One made to bear blame due to another 
(from the scapegoat of Leviticus xvi). 
scapegrace, n. A graceless, good-for- 
nothing person. 

scapula (skip'u-li) [L.], n. (pi. -lae) 
The shoulder-blade, scapular, a. Per¬ 
taining to this. n. (R.-C. Ch.) A vest¬ 
ment consisting of two strips of cloth 
worn across the shoulders and hanging 
down the breast and back, 
scar (1) (skar) [O.F. escare , L. and Gr. 
eschara ], n. A mark left by a wound, 
burn, etc. v. To mark with a scar or 
form a scar. 

scar (2) [Icel. sker ], n. A crag, cliff, 
scarab (skSr'ab) [L. scarabceus ], n. An 
ancient Egyptian sacred beetle; an 
amulet shaped like this, 
scaramouch (sk&r'a-mouch) [It. Seara- 
muccia , a braggart in old comedy], n. A 
poltroon and braggart. 
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scarce (skars) [L. excar ptus (EX-, carptus , 
plucked)], a. Infrequent, rare, uncom¬ 
mon; not plentiful, adv. Hardly, 
scarcely, scarcely, adv. Hardly, barely, 
only just; with difficulty, scarcity, n. 
Bareness; a dearth (of); a famine, 
scare (skar) [?], v.t. To frighten, alarm, 
strike with or drive (away) through fear, 
n. A sudden fright, a panic, scarecrow, 
n. A rude figure set up to frighten birds 
away from crops; {fig.) a shabby person, 
a guy. 

scarf (1) (skarf) [?], n. (pi. scarfs, 
scarves) A long strip of material worn 
round the neck, etc.; a neck-tie. 
scarf (2) [?], n. A joint made by bevelling 
or notching so that the thickness is not 
increased, and then bolting or strapping 
together. 

scarify (skar'i-fi) [Gr. skariphasthai , from 
skariphos , pencil], v.t. (Surg .) To make 
slight incisions in; (fig.) to pain, to 
criticize mercilessly, scariflca'tion, n. 
scarlatina (skar-la-te'na) [It. scarlaltina , 
as scarlet], n. Scarlet fever, 
scarlet (skar'let) [O.P. escarlate , Pers. 
saqalai ], n. A bright red colour tending 
towards orange; cloth or dress of this 
colour, a. Of a scarlet colour; dressed 
in scarlet, scarlet fever : An infectious 
fever characterized by red patches on the 
skin, scarlet runner: A trailing bean 
with scarlet flowers. 

scarp (skarp) [It. scarpa \, n. A nearly 
perpendicular slope; (Fort.) the interior 
slope of the ditch. 

scathe (sk&M) [A.-S. scaihan ], n. Harm, 
injury, v.t. To hurt, injure, destroy, 
scatheless, a. scathing, a. Very bitter 
or severe, withering (of sarcasm, etc.), 
scatter (sk&t'6r) [M.E. scateren ], v.t. To 
throw loosely about, send broadcast; to 
strew, disperse, rout, diffuse, v.t. To 
disperse; to be routed; to be dissipated 
or diffused, scatter-brain, n. A giddy, 
heedless person, scattered, a. Irregu¬ 
larly situated; widely apart, 
scavenger (sk5v'6n-j6r) [orig. scavager , 
A.-F. scavage , inspection], n. A street 
cleaner; an animal feeding on carrion, 
etc.; any one willing to do * dirty work * 
or delighting in filth, scavenge, v.t. and i. 
scenario (sha-na'ri-6) It, a. sketch or 
outline of the scenes and main points of a 
play. 

scene (sen) [Gr. skene , tent, stage], n. A 
stage, the theatre, the place where any¬ 
thing occurs or is exhibited or in which 
the action of a story, etc., is supposed to 
take place; a hanging or device on a 
stage; a division of a play; an exhibition 
of feeling or passion; a landscape, a view, 
sce'nery, n. The various accessories 
used on the stage; picturesque views 
presented by natural features, sce'nic, 
-al, a. Pertaining to the stage, theatrical; 
picturesque, arranged for effect, 
scent (sent) [L. sentlre, to perceive], v.t. 
To perceive by smell; to recognize the 
odour of; (fig.) to begin to suspect; to 


hunt (out) by smelling; to perfume. 
v.i. To exercise sense of smell, n. 
Odour, esp. of a pleasant kind, or that 
left by an animal which can be followed 
by hounds; a perfume; the sense of 
smell, e.sp. the power of recognizing or 
tracing things by smelling; a clue, 
scentless, a. Odourless; having no 
sense of smell. 

sceptic (skep'tik) [Qr. skeptikos , from 
skeptesthai , to examine], n. One who 
doubts the truth of Christianity or of any 
revealed religion; an incredulous person, 
sceptical, a. Pertaining to a sceptic; 
given to doubting or questioning, in¬ 
credulous. scepticism (-sizm), n. 
sceptre (sep'ter) [Or. skeptron , from 
sktptein , to prop], n. A staff borne by a 
sovereign as a symbol of authority; (fig.) 
royal authority, sceptred, a. Invested 
with royal authority. 

schedule (shed'ul) [L. schedula , dim. of 
sr.hcda , strip of papyrus], n. A list, 
catalogue, or inventory appended to a 
document, v.t. To enter in a schedule, 
to make a schedule or list of. 
schematic (ske-m&t'ik) [Gr. schema - atos , 
shape], a. Pertaining to a scheme, 
scheme (skem) [as prec.], n. A plan, 
project, proposed method of doing some¬ 
thing; an underhand design; a table of 
proposed events, etc., a syllabus; a 
representation, diagram, or systematic 
arrangement of facts, principles, etc. 
v.t. To plan, contrive, plot. v.i. To 
form plans, scheming, a. Given to 
plotting or forming schemes, 
schism (sizm) [Gr. schizein , to split], n. A 
split or division in a community, esp. 
separation into two Churches; the sin of 
causing 6uch division, schismat'ic, a. 
and n. 

schist (shist) [Gr. schistos , easily split, as 
prec.], n. A rock tending to split easily, 
schistose, -tous, a. 

scholar (skol'&r) [A.-F. escoler , late L. 
scholdris ], n. A learned person, esp. in 
literature; (Univ.) an undergraduate on 
the foundation of a college; a disciple; 
(pop.) a pupil, a student, scholarly, a. 
Befitting a scholar; learned, scholar¬ 
ship, «. High attainments in literature, 
etc.; instruction; education, free or at 
reduced fees, granted to a successful 
candidate after examination; emoluments 
so granted. 

scholastic (sko-l&s'tik) [L. scholasticus, 
Gr. scholazein , to be at leisure], a. Per¬ 
taining to school, schools. Universities, 
etc., academic, pedantic; given to logical 
subtleties, scholasticism, n. The philo¬ 
sophy of the mediaeval schoolmen, 
scholiast (sk5'li-ist) [Gr. scholiastes , from 
scholiazein , to write scholia], n. A com¬ 
mentator, esp. one who annotated the 
classics. 

school (1) (skool) [Dut., cp. SHOAL (2)], n. 

A shoal of fish, porpoises, etc. 
school (2) [Gr. scholi , leisure, philosophy], 
». An institution for education, esp. one 
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for instruction of a more elementary kind; 
the building of this; the body of pupils; 
the body of disciples of a philosopher, 
artist, system of thought, etc.; (pi.) the 
mediaeval Universities; scholasticism; 

( Univ.) any of the branches of study with 
separate examinations taken for honours; 
(fig.) any circumstances serving to dis¬ 
cipline or instruct, v.t. To instruct, to 
educate; to discipline, schoolboy, -girl, 
n. A boy or girl attending a school, 
schoolhouse, n. A building used as a 
school; the headmaster’s house or chief 
boarding-house at a public school, 
schoolmaster, -mistress, n. A chief 
or assistant teacher in a school, school¬ 
ing, n. Instruction in school; school¬ 
days; a reproof. 

schooner (skoo'ner) [Clydesdale scoon , to 
skim along], n. A two- or three-masted 
vessel with fore-and-aft rigging, 
schottische (shd-tesh') [G., Scottish], n. 

A dance resembling a polka; the music 
for it. . , 

sciatic (sl-at'ik) [Gr. ischias -ados , pain in 
the loins], a. Pertaining to the hip or 
the sciatic nerve or sciatica, sciatica, n. 
Neuralgia of the hip and thigh; pain in 
the great sciatic nerve, 
science (si'Sns) [F., from L. scientia , from 
scire, to know], n. Systematized know¬ 
ledge; a department of this, a system of 
facts and principles concerning any sub¬ 
ject ; the pursuit of knowledge, the 
principles governing its acquirement; 
exceptional skill due to knowledge and 
training, scientific, a. Pertaining to, 
used, or engaged in science; done accord¬ 
ing to the principles of science, systematic, 
exact; skilful, expert (esp. of pugilism, 
etc.), scientifically, adv. scientist, n. 
scilicet (si'li-set) [L. (scire licet , it is per¬ 
mitted to know)], adv. To wit, namely, 
scimitar (sim'i-tAr) [It. scimitarrd ], n. A 
short Oriental curved sword, broad 
towards the point. 

scintilla (sin-til'a) [L.], n. A spark; an 
atom, scin'tillate, v.i. To emit sparks; 
to sparkle, twinkle, scintillation, n. 
sciolist (si'6-list) [L. sciolus , smatterer, 
dim. of scius, knowing], n. One who 
knows many things superficially, sci¬ 
olism, n. 

scion (si'6n) [F.], «. A shoot, esp. for 
grafting or planting; a descendant, a 
child. 

scissors (siz'drz) [L. cis 6 tvhtti ^ from ci$-, 
p.p. stem of ccedere , to cut], n.pl. Two 
blades pivoted together for cutting 
objects placed between them, usu. pair 
of scissors. 

scoff (skof) [Scand.], n. An expression of 
contempt or mockery; a gibe, a taunt, 
tj.t*. To speak in derision, to mock or 

scold ( (sk5ld) [Teut.], v.i. To find fault 
noisily or angrily, v.t. To chide thus; 
to rate, to rail at. n. A noisy, nagging 
woman; a scolding, scolding, a. and n. 
sconce (skons) [O.F. esconse , dark-lantern], 


n. A candle-holder fixed to a wall; the 
socket of a candlestick; a detached fort, 
scone (skon) [L.G. schOn , fine], n. A soft 
thin cake cooked on a griddle, 
scoop (skoop) [?], n. A short-handled 
shovel for lifting and moving loose material 
such as coal, grain, sugar, etc. v.t. To 
lade (out), hollow (out), or lift (up) with 
a scoop. 

scoot (skoot) [SHOOT], v.i. To dart off, 
scurry away, scooter, n. A toy vehicle, 
like a roller-skate for one foot, with a 
handle for guiding it. 
scope (skdp) [Gr. skopos , a watcher, a 
mark], n. Range of action or observa¬ 
tion, outlook, sphere, etc.; opportunity, 
vent. 

-scope [as prec.], suf. Denoting an 
instrument of observation, etc., as in 
microscope , spectroscope, -scopic, suf. 
Pertaining to this or to observation, etc. 
-scopy, suf. Observation by the instru¬ 
ment, etc., specified. 

scorbutic (skor-bu'tik) [low L. scorbutus , 
scurvy], a. Pertaining to scurvy, n. 
One affected with scurvy, 
scorch (skorch) [EX-, L. cortex -ticis , bark], 
v.t. To injure or discolour by burning 
the outside of, to singe, parch, shrivel 
(up), v.i. To be parched, singed, or 
dried up with heat; (slang) to go at an 
excessive rate of speed, n. A bum 
caused by scorching. 

score (skor) [A.-S. scor ], n. A notch on a 
tally; a reckoning, an account, a debt; 
(fig.) anything laid up against one, a 
grudge; the points made by a player or 
side in certain games; a copy of a musical 
work in which all the parts are shown; 
twenty, a set of twenty; (pi.) large 
numbers; category, head, reason; a 
remark in which one scores off another. 
v.t. To mark with notches, lines, etc.; 
to groove; to enter in a score, v.i. To 
keep a score; to win points, advantages, 
etc. scorer, n. 

scoria (skor'i-A) [Gr. skOria, refuse], n. 
(pi. -iae) Cellular lava or ashes; the 
refuse of fused metals, dross, 
scorn (skorn) [O.F. escorne\ n. Contempt; 
derision; a subject or object of extreme 
contempt, v.t. To hold in extreme 
contempt or disdain, to regard as paltry 
or mean, scomer, n. scornful, a. 
scorpion (skdr'pi-on) [Gr. skorpios ], n. 
One of the Arachnida , with claws like a 
lobster and a sting in the jointed tail; 
(Bibl.) a whip armed with points of iron; 
Scorpio. 

scot (1) (skot) [A.-S. sceot ], n. An assess¬ 
ment, a tax. scot-free, a. Free from 
payment, untaxed; unhurt, safe. 

Scot (2), n. A native of Scotland; (pi.) 
a Gaelic tribe that migrated to Scotland 
from Ireland in the 5th or 6th cent. 
Scotch (1) (skoch), a. Pertaining to Scot¬ 
land, its people, language, or literature, n. 
The people of Scotland; the Scottish dialect 
or dialects of English; Scotch whisky. 
Scotchimn, Scotsman, -woman, 
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n. Scotice (skot'i-si), adv. In the Scot¬ 
tish manner. Scots, a. (Sc.) Scottish. 
Scottish, o. 

scotch (2) (skoch) [M.E. scocche], v.t. To 
cut with narrow incisions; to disable, 
scoundrel (skoun'drel) [?], n. An un¬ 
principled person, a rascal, a villain, a. 
Base, villainous. scoundrelism, n. 
scoundrelly, a. 

scour (1) (skour) [EX-, L. cdrare , to cure], 
v. To clean or polish by friction; to 
flush or clear out. scourer, ». 
scour (2) [EX-, L. currere , to run], v.i. To 
rove, to range; to search about, v.t. To 
move rapidly over, esp. in search, 
scourge (skerj) [EX-, L. corium , hide], n. 
A whip with thongs; (fig.) any means of 
inflicting punishment or suffering, v.t. 
To whip with a scourge; to afflict, to 
harass. 

scout (skout) [O.F. escoute , eavesdropper, 
from esconter (F. icouter), to listen], n. 
One sent out to bring in information; a 
boy scout; (Oxf. Univ.) a college servant. 
v.i. To act as a scout, v.t. To treat 
with contempt, boy scout : A member 
of a voluntary organization for training 
boys on semi-military lines, 
scow (skou) [Dut.], n. A flat-bottomed 
boat. 

scowl (skoul) [Scand.], v.i. To frown, to 
look sullen, n. An angry frown; a look 
of ill-temper or discontent, 
scrabble (skrSbl) [as scrape], v.i. To 
make unmeaning marks; to scrawl, 
scrag (skrfig) [Scand.], n. Anything thin 
or shrivelled ; a lean, bony piece of 
meat, esp. neck of mutton, scragged, 
scraggy, a. 

scramble (skr&mbl) [?], v.i . To climb or 
move along by clambering, or on all fours; 
to struggle (for, after, etc.) in a rough- 
and-tumble manner, v.t. To prepare 
(eggs) by breaking into a pan and stirring 
up during cooking, n. The act of 
scrambling; a rough or unceremonious 
struggle for something, 
scrap (skrip) [as SCRAPE], n. A small 
detached piece, a bit; a newspaper cut¬ 
ting; waste, esp. discarded metal; (pi.) 
odds-and-ends, leavings, v.t. To make 
scrap of ; to discard as worn out. 
scrappy, a. 

scrape Gkr&p) [Icel. skrapa , A.-S. screpan, 
to scratch], v.t. To rub with something 
rough or sharp; to abrade or smooth 
thus; to erase; to draw or rub along 
with a scraping noise; to collect or amass 
with difficulty or by small amounts, v.i. 
To rub something with a rough or sharp 
instrument; to abrade, smooth, or clean 
something thus; to get through by a close 
shave; to be parsimonious, n. Act, 
sound, or effect of scraping; an awkward 
bow; an awkward predicament, scraper, 
n. One who scrapes; an instrument for 
scraping; a miser. 

scratch (skrach) [?], v.t. To tear, mark, 
or scrape with something sharp, as nails, 
claws, etc.; to wound slightly; to obliter¬ 


ate, to score (out); to expunge (esp. from 
a list of competitors), v.i. To use the 
nails or claws in marking, hollowing out, 
etc. n. A mark made by or as by 
scratching; a sound, act, or spell of 
scratching; a mark from which competi¬ 
tors start in a race or a fight; one most 
heavily handicapped, a. Got together 
at haphazard, nondescript, 
scrawl (skrawl) [?], v. To write or mark 
clumsily or illegibly, to scribble, n. A 
piece of hasty, clumsy, or illegible writing, 
scream (skrem) [Scand.], v.i. To make a 
shrill, piercing, prolonged cry; to hoot or 
laugh loudly, v.t. To utter in a scream¬ 
ing tone. n. A loud, shrill, prolonged 
cry. 

screech (skrech) [Scand.], v.i. To scream 
out with a harsh, shrill voice, to shriek, 
n. A shrill, harsh cry, as of terror or 
pain, screech-owl, n. An owl that 
screeches instead of hooting, 
screed (skred) [shred], n. A long har¬ 
angue or tirade; a piece, a fragment, 
screen (skren) [O.F., escreri], n. A par¬ 
tition, esp. in a church between the choir 
and the nave; a light, movable, covered 
framework used to shelter from draughts, 
excess of heat, light, etc.; anything serv¬ 
ing to shelter, protect, or conceal; a sheet 
on which cinematographic pictures, etc., 
are projected; a coarse sieve, v.t. To 
shelter or protect, to shield; to sift, 
screenings, n.pl. Small stuff or refuse 
separated by screening, 
screw (1) (skroo) [?], n. A cylinder with 
a spiral ridge round its outer surface 
used for fastening boards, etc., together, 
for conveying motion to part of a machine, 
bringing pressure to bear, etc.; a screw- 
propeller; a turn of a screw, a twist; a 
twisted-up package; (slang) a miser ; pay, 
wages, v.t. To fasten, tighten, or com¬ 
press with a screw; to turn round or 
twist; (fig.) to oppress, esp. by exactions; 
to contort, to distort, v.i. To turn as a 
screw; to swerve, screw-driver, n. A 
tool for turning screws, 
screw (2) [shrew], n. A broken-down or 
vicious horse. 

scribble (skribl) [SCRIBE, -LE], v. To write 
hastily or illegibly or without regard to 
correctness, n. Hasty or careless writ¬ 
ing; a scrawl, scribbler, n. 
scribe (skrib) [L. scribere, to write], n. A 
writer, a secretary, a copyist; (Bibl.) a 
keeper of official records, a commentator or 
interpreter of sacred law among the ancient 
Jews. 

scrimmage (skrim'aj) [skirmish], n. A 
confused or rough-and-tumble struggle; a 
scrummage. 

scrimp (skrimp) [Scand.], v.t. To make 
small or scant; to limit, to skimp. 

scrimpy, a. 

scrip (1) (skrip) [SCRIPT], n. A list of 
names, a schedule; a provisional certificate 
of stock. 

scrip (2) [A.-S. scripp , rel to SCRAP], n. A 
small bag, a wallet. 
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script (skript) [L. scriptum , something 
written, neut. p.p. of scribere , see SCRIBE], 
n. A piece of writing; handwriting as 
dist. from print; type in imitation of writing, 
scripture (skrip'tydr) [as prec.], n. A 
sacred writing, esp. the Bible, scrip¬ 
tural, a. Pertaining to the Scriptures: 
Holy Scripture or The Scriptures: 
The Bible. 

♦scrivener (skriv'enSr) [late L. scrlbdnus, 
SCRIBE], n. One who drew up contracts, 
etc., a notary; a financial agent, a money¬ 
lender. 

scrofula (skrof'u-14) [L.], n. A constitu¬ 
tional state tending to the development 
of glandular swellings and consumption; 
king’s evil, scrofulous, a. 
scroll (skrol) [O.F. cscroue , from Teut.], 
n. A roll of paper or parchment; a 
spiral ornament, as a volute, the head of 
a violin, etc.; a flourish, 
scrub (skrfib) [M.E. scrobben , M.Dan. 
skrubbe ], v.t. To rub hard with some¬ 
thing coarse and rough for cleaning or 
scouring, n. Undergrowth, stunted trees; 
a paltry, stingy person, scrubby, a. 
Mean, insignificant; covered with brush¬ 
wood ; unshaven. 

scruff (skruf) [Icel.], n. The nape or back 
of the neck. 

scrum, scrummage (skrGm'&j) [SCRIM¬ 
MAGE], n. ( Rugby Football ) A regular 
struggle in which the forwards grapple in 
a compact mass, the ball being in the 
middle. 

scruple (skroopl) [L. scrdpulus , dim. of 
scr&pus , sharp stone], n. A weight of 
twenty grains (apoth.); a tiny fraction, 
a particle; (Jig.) conscientious doubt or hesi¬ 
tation. v.i. To have scruples, to doubt, to 
be reluctant (to do, etc.), scrupulous, a. 
Influenced by scruples; cautious, punc¬ 
tilious, precise. 

scrutator (skroo-ta'tdr) [as foil.], n. One 
who scrutinizes, a close inquirer, 
scrutiny (skroo'ti-ni) [L. scriltdrl , to search 
carefully], n. Close observation or investi¬ 
gation; an official examination of votes, 
scrutineer', n. One who acts as, ex¬ 
aminer in a scrutiny of votes, scrutin¬ 
ize, v.t. To examine narrowly, 
scud (skud) [Norw.], v.i. To run or fly 
swiftly; (Naut.) to run fast before a gale 
with little or no sail spread, 
scuffle (skull) [Scand.], v.i. To fight in a 
rough-and-tumble way. n. A confused 
fight or struggle. 

scull (skul) [?], n. One of a pair of short 
oars; one who sculls a boat. v.t. To 
propel (a boat) by sculls, sculler, n. 
One who sculls; a boat rowed with sculls, 
scullery (skul'6r-i) [L. scutelldrius , dish- 
keeper], n. A place where dishes, etc., 
are washed up. 

♦scullion (skul'i-on) [O.F. escullion , sponge, 
from L. sedpa , a besom], n. A boy who 
cleans pots, etc., a kitchen drudge, 
sculpture (skulp'chur) [L. sculptdra, from 
tculpere , to carve], n. The art of carving, 
wood or stone into representations of 


natural objects; a carved figure; (collect.) 
carved work. v.t. To represent in or by 
sculpture; to ornament with sculpture, 
sculptor, -tress, n. One who sculptures, 
sculptural, a. 

scum (skum) [Dan. skum ], n. Impurities 
that rise to the surface of liquid; esp. in 
fermentation or boiling; froth, foam; 
(fig.) refuse, offscourings, scummy, a. 
scupper (skup'6r) [?], n. A hole through 
a ship’s side to carry off water from the 
deck. 

scurf (skSrf) [A.-S.], n. Flakes thrown off 
by the skin, esp. of the head; loose scaly 
matter adhering to a surface, scurfy, a. 
scurrilous (skur'i-lds) [L. scurra, buffoon], 
a. Using or expressed in low, abusive, or 
indecent language, scurrility, n. 
scurry (skur'i) [?], v.i. To hurry, to 
scamper, n. An act or the noise of 
scurrying. 

scurvy (skcr'vi) [SCURFY], a. Mean, 
paltry, contemptible, n. A diseased con¬ 
dition of the blood due to deficiency of 
vegetables, scurvily, adv. 
scut (skfit) [cp. Icel. skott ], n. A short 
tail, as of a hare, rabbit, or deer, 
scutage (sku'taj) [L. scdtum y shield], n. 
Money paid by a feudal tenant in lieu of 
personal service. 

scutch (skuch) [Scand.], v.t. To dress 
(cotton, flax, etc.) by beating, 
scutcheon (skuch'dn) [ESCUTCHEON], n. 
An escutcheon; a frame for a keyhole; 
a nameplate. 

scuttle (1) (skutl) [A.-S. scutel , dish, L. 
scutella y salver], n. A receptacle for 
carrying or holding coals, 
scuttle (2) [O.F. escotUilleSy hatches], n. 
A hatchway on board ship; the lid or 
hatch covering this. v.t. To cut holes 
through the bottom or sides of (a ship); 
to sink by cutting such holes, 
scuttle (3) [SCUD], v.i. To hurry along, 
to scurry, n. A hasty flight, a bolt, 
scythe (sIlA) [A.-S. slthe], n. A long 
curved blade with a crooked handle used 
for mowing or reaping, v.t. to cut with a 
scythe. 

se- [L., away from, apart], pref. As 

S€C€(l/€ • 

sea (se) [A.-S. so], n. The body of salt 
water covering most of the earth, the 
ocean; a definite part of this; a very 
large lake; the swell or motion of the 
sea, a great wave, sea-anemone, n. A 
popular name for a zoophyte, sea-breeze, 
n. A breeze blowing from the sea, usually 
by day in alternation with a land-breeze 
at night, sea-captain, n. The captain 
of a vessel, as dist. from a military officer; 
a great admiral, sea-coast, n. sea¬ 
farer, n. A sailor, a seaman, seafar¬ 
ing, a. Following the occupation of a 
sailor, n. The occupation of a sailor, 
sea-girt, a. Surrounded by the sea. 
sea-green, n. A faint bluish-green, a. 
Of this colour, sea-gull, n. sea-kale, 
n. An indigenous plant grown as a culinary 
vegetable, sea-king, n. A viking or 
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piratical Scandinavian chieftain, sea- 
legs, n.pl. Ability to walk on deck in a 
storm, sea-level, n. A level continuous 
with that of the surface of the sea at 
mean tide, sea-lion, n. A large-eared 
seal, seaman, n. (pi. -men) A sailor, 
esp. one below the rank of officer; a 
person able to navigate a ship, sea¬ 
manlike, seamanly, a. seamanship,«. 
seamew, n. A sea-gull, sea-piece, n. 
A picture representing a scene at sea. 
seaport, n. A town with a harbour on 
the coast, sea-room, n. Room to 
handle a ship without danger of running 
ashore or of collision, seashore, n. The 
margin of the sea; the space between high- 
and low-water mark, sea-sick, a. Suf¬ 
fering from sea-sickness, sea-sickness, 
n. Nausea and vomiting, brought on by 
the motion of a ship, seaside, n. A 
place or district close to the sea, esp. a 
watering-place, a. Bordering on the 
sea. sea-term, n. A word or phrase 
peculiar to seamen, sea-urchin, n. A sea 
animal, sea-wall, n. A wall for pro¬ 
tecting land against encroachment by the 
sea. sea-way, n. A ship’s progress; a 
clear way for a ship at sea. seaweed, n. 
Any alga or other plant growing iD the 
sea. seaworthy, a. In a fit state to go 
to sea (of a ship), seaworthiness, n. 
sea-wrack, n. Coarse seaweed, 
seal (1) (sel) [A.-S. seolh ], n. A carnivor¬ 
ous amphibious marine mammal; various 
allied mammals, as sea-bear, sea-lion, etc. 
v.i. To hunt seals. 

seal (2) (sel) [L. sigillum ], n. A stamp 
having a device for making an impression 
on wax; a piece of wax or other material 
stamped with this; the impression made 
thus; a mark affixed to a document in 
lieu of this; anything regarded as authen¬ 
ticating, ratifying, or guaranteeing, v.t. 
To affix a seal to; to stamp with a seal, 
sealing-wax, n. A composition of 
shellac and turpentine with a pigment, 
used for sealing letters, etc. 
seam (sSm) [A.-S.], n. A visible junction 
between two parts or things, as pieces of 
cloth sewn together; a crack, a fissure; 
a wrinkle on the face, a scar; a thin 
stratum of coal. v.t. To join together 
by a seam; to mark with \ seam, scar, 
etc. seamstress, sempstress, n. A 
woman whose occupation is to sew. 
seamy, a. Showing the seams; applied 
to the disreputable or worst side of life, 
etc. 

seance (sS-ans) [F., a sitting], n. A 
session; a meeting for exhibiting or in¬ 
vestigating spiritualistic manifestations, 
sear, sere (sSr) [A.-S. sSar], a. Dried up, 
withered, v.t. To scorch the surface 
of; to cauterize; to brand, seared, a. 
Hardened, insensible, callous, 
search (serch) [M.E. serchen , O.F. cercher , 
L. circdre , as CIRCUS], v.t. To go over 
and examine to find something; to ex¬ 
plore, to look for. v.i. To make inquiry 
or investigation, n. The act of seeking, 


looking, or inquiring; investigation, 
quest, examination, searchlight, n. A 
powerful light concentrated into a beam 
that can be turned in any direction, 
searching, a. Penetrating,* thorough, 
close, n. Examination; minute inquiry, 
season (se'zdn) [O.F. seson , L. satio , from 
severe , to sow], n. One of the four divi¬ 
sions of the year, spring, summer, autumn, 
winter; a period of time; the period when 
something is in vogue, plentiful, at its 
best, etc.; a favourable opportunity; 
seasoning, v.t. To mature, acclimatize, 
inure, or harden; to give a relish to by 
addition of condiments, etc.; to add zest 
to; to mitigate, to qualify (justice with 
mercy, etc.), v.i. To become habituated, 
accustomed, etc.; to become hard and 
dry (of timber), seasonable, a. Occur¬ 
ring or done at the proper time, oppor¬ 
tune. seasonably, adv. seasonal, a. 
seasoning, n. Anything added to food 
to make it more palatable; relish, 
seat (s5t) [M.E. sete], n. That on which 
one may sit, a chair, bench, stool, etc.; 
the part of this on which one sits, or of a 
machine, etc., on which another part or 
thing is supported; location, site, situa¬ 
tion; a country residence; the right of 
sitting, esp. in a legislative body; posture 
of sitting, v.t. To cause to sit down, to 
place on a seat; to assign seats to; to 
provide with a seat or seats, 
sebaceous (s6-ba'shhs) [L. sibum , tallow], 
a. Fatty; made of, containing, convey¬ 
ing, or secreting fatty matter, 
secant (sg'kant) [L. secans , cutting], a. 
Cutting; dividing into two parts, n. 
(Math.) A straight line intersecting a 
curve. 

secede (s6-s5d') [SE-, L. cedere, to go], v.t. 
To withdraw from fellowship, association, 
or communion, seceder, n. One who 

secedes. 

secession (s6-sesh'un) [L. secessio , as 
prec.], n. The act of seceding, seces¬ 
sionist, n. A seceder or advocate of 
seceding. 

seclude (s6-klood') [SE-, L. claudere , to 
shut], v.t. To shut up or keep (a person, 
place, etc.) apart or aw'ay; to cause to be 
solitary, seclu'sion, n. seclu'sive, a. 
second (sek'ond) [L. secundus, from sequl, 
to follow], a. Immediately following the 
first; next in value, authority, rank, or 
position; other, supplementary, sub¬ 
ordinate, derivative, n. The next after 
the first; another or an additional person 
or thing; one who supports another, esp. 
in a duel, pugilistic encounter, etc.; the 
sixtieth part of a minute; (colloq.) a very 
6hort time; (pi.) goods of second quality, 
esp. coarse flour, or bread made from 
this; a low'er part added to a melody 
when arranged for two voices or instru¬ 
ments. v.t. To forward, promote, sup¬ 
port; (Mil., s6-kond') to retire (an 
officer) temporarily, without pay, in order 
that he may take some appointment, 
second childhood: Senile dotage. 
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second-hand, a. Not original; not 
new • dealing in second-hand goods, 
second-rate, a. Of inferior quality, size, 
value, etc. second sight : The power of 
seeing things at a distance in space or 
time as if they were present, secondary. 
a. and n. A deputy, secondarily, adv. 
seconder, n. secondly, adv. In the 
second place. 

secret (se'kret) [L. secretus, reserved], a. 
Concealed, kept private, not to be re¬ 
vealed; occult, mysterious; given to 
secrecy, reticent; secluded, private, n. 
Something to be concealed or kept back 
from general knowledge; a mystery, or 
she key to one; secrecy, secrecy, n. 
The state of being secret, concealment; 
secretiveness; solitude, seclusion, secret¬ 
ly. adv. _ . 

secretary (sek'rAt*r-i) [L. sScrStanus a 
confidential officer, as SECRET], n. One 
conducting the correspondence, keeping 
the records, etc., of a company, society, 
etc.* one employed to assist in literary 
work, correspondence, etc.; a minister 
in charge of a Government department, 
secretary-bird, n. A S. African bird 
preying on snakes, etc. secretar ial, a. 

secretariat, secretaryship, n. _ 

secrete (s6-kref) [secret] v.t. To con¬ 
ceal, to hide; to separate from the blood, 
etc., by secretion, secretion, n. The 
act of concealing, secre'tive, a. Given 
to secrecy, reserved; promoting or causing 
secretion, secretively, adv. 
sect (sekt) [L. secta , a following, as SECOND] 
n. A body of persons who have separated 
from a larger body, esp. a Church; a 
religious denomination (as regarded by 
opponents); the adherents of a particular 
philosopher, school of thought, etc. 
sectar ian, a. and n. sectarianism, n. 
sec'tary, n. A member of a sect; a 
Dissenter 

section (sek'shun) [I- sectio, from secire 
to cut], n. Separation by cutting; that 
which is cut off, a part; a division of a 
book, chapter, etc.; the sign [^ indicating 
such a division; a thin slice of any sub¬ 
stance prepared for microscopic examina¬ 
tion; a cutting of a solid figure by a 
plane, the figure so produced; a vertical 
plan of a building, etc., as it would appear 
upon an upright plane cutting through it, 
sectional, a. » 

sector (sek'tor) [L., as prec.], n. (Geom.) 
A portion of a circle between two radii ; a 
mathematical rule consisting of two 
hinged arms marked with sines, tangents, 
etc. sectorial, a. (Zool .) Adapted for 
cutting like scissors; n. A sectorial 

secular (sek'u-lar) [L. sceculum, generation, 
age] a. Pertaining to the present world, 
or to things not spiritual or ecclesiastical; 
temporal, profane; lasting, occurring in, 
or accomplished during a century or a 
very long time, sec'ularize, v.t. 
secure (se-kur') [SE-, L. cura , care], a. 
Free from danger or apprehension; safe 


from attack; reliable, certain, sure (of); 
in safe keeping, v.t. To make safe or 
secure; to fasten, to close, enclose, or 
confine securely; to make safe against 
loss; to get possession of. securable, a. 
securely, adv. security, n. The state 
of being or feeling secure; safety; cer¬ 
tainty, over-confidence; that which 
secures; a pledge, a forfeitable guarantee; 
one who becomes surety for another; a 
document constituting evidence of debt 
or of propertv, a bond, etc. 
sedan (sAd&n') [town in France], n. A 
covered chair for one person, carried by 
two men by means of a pole on each side, 
sedate (sAdat') [L. sedatus, tranquil], a. 
Composed, calm, staid, not impulsive, 
sedately, adv. sedateness, n. sed'a- 
tive, a. Allaying nervous irritability, 
soothing, n. A sedative medicine, in¬ 
fluence, etc. 

sedentary (sed'6n-ta-ri) [L. sedentanxis, 
from sedere , to sit], a. Accustomed, in¬ 
clined, or obliged by occupation, to sit a 
great deal; involving much sitting, 
sedge (sej) [A.-S. secg], n. A coarse grass- 
like plant growing in or near water, 
sedgy, a. 

sediment (sed'i-m&nt) [L. sedimentum, as 
SEDENTARY], n. The matter which sub¬ 
sides to the bottom of a liquid; dregs, 
sedimentary, a. 

sedition (sAdish'un) [L. sedilio], n. Agita¬ 
tion or disorder in a State, not amounting 
to insurrection; conduct tending to pro¬ 
mote treason, seditious (sAdish'fis), a. 
seduce (sAdus') [SE-, L. ducere, to lead], 
v.t. To lead astray, to entice from recti¬ 
tude or duty, seducer, «. seduc tion, 
7 i. Act of seducing, esp. of persuading a 
woman to surrender her chastity; state 
of being seduced; an enticement, a 
tempting or attractive quality, seduc¬ 
tive, a. 

sedulous (sed'u-lus) [L. sSdulus], a. 
Assiduous, persevering in business or 
endeavour; industrious, diligent, sedu- 
lity, sedulousness, n. 
see (1) (se) [A.-S. seon ], v.t. (past saw, 
p.p. seen) To perceive by the eye; to 
discern, observe, look at; to understand, 
apprehend, have an idea of; to witness, 
to experience; to imagine; to call on, 
to receive; to escort (a person home, etc.); 
(Poker, etc.) to accept (a challenge), v.i. 
To have or exercise the power of sight; to 
comprehend; to inquire (into); to con¬ 
sider carefully; to take heed; to give 
attention; to make provision for; to 
look out. seeing, conj. Inasmuch as, 
since, considering (that), seer, n. One 
w-ho foresees, a prophet, 
see (2) (sS) [O.F., from L. sedere , to sit], n. 
The diocese or jurisdiction of a bishop or 
archbishop. Holy See : The Papacy, 
seed (sed) [A.-S. seed], n. The mature 
fertilized ovum of a flowering plant, con¬ 
taining the embryo germ; (collect.) seeds, 
esp. in quantity for sowing; the germ 
from which anything springs, first prin- 
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ciple, beginning or source: ( Bibl .) off¬ 
spring, descendants, v.t. To sow with 
seed, seed-pearl, n. A small seed-like 
pearl, seed-time, n. The season for 
sowing, seedling, a. Raised from seed; 
n. A plant reared from seed, seedy, a. 
seek (sek) [A.-S. secari], v.t. (past and 
p.p. sought, sawt) To go in search of; 
to ask, to solicit (a thing of a person); 
to pursue as an object; to resort to. 
r.t'. To make search or inquiry (after or 
for); to try (to do), to seek : Wanting, 
deficient; not found yet. 
seem (sem) [A.-S. seman, to conciliate], 
v.i. To give the impression of being, to 
be apparently though not in reality; to 
be evident or apparent ( impers .). seem¬ 
ing, a. Apparent, not real; apparent 
and perhaps real. n. Appearance, sem¬ 
blance, esp. when false, seemingly, adv. 
seemly (semli) [Icel. scemiligr , from samr, 
same], a. Becoming, decent; suited to 
the occasion, seemliness, n. 
see-saw (se'saw) [redupl. of saw (1)], n. 
A game in which two persons sit one on 
each end of a board balanced in the 
middle and more alternately up and 
down; to act in a vacillating manner, 
seethe ( s&th ) [A.-S. sSothan ], v.t. ( past 
seethed, *sod, p.p. seethed, *sod, 
sodden) To boil; to prepare by boiling 
or steeping, v.i. To be in a state of 
ebullition; to bubble over, 
segment (seg'm^nt) [L. tegmentum , from 
secare , to cut], n. A portion cut or 
marked off, a section, a division, esp. one 
of a natural series (as of a limb between 
the joints, a fruit or plant organ divided 
by clefts, etc.). 

segregate (seg'rAgat) [L. segregatus, set 
apart], v.t. To separate from others, to 
isolate, segrega tion, n. 
seine (s5n, s?n) [F., from Gr. sagene ], n. 
A large fishing-net with floats at the top 
and weights at the bottom, v. To catch 
or fish with this. 

seise (sez) [seize], v.t. (Law ) To put in 
possession of (usu. in p.p.). seisable, a. 
seisin, n. Possession of land under a 
freehold; act of taking possession; the 
thing possessed, seisor, n. 
seismic, seismal (siz'mik, -m&l) [Gr. 
seitm-as, earthquake], a. Pertaining to 
earthquakes, seismograph, n. An in¬ 
strument for recording the period, extent, 
and direction of the vibrations of an 
earthquake, seismol'ogy [-LOGY], n. The 
study or science of earthquakes, seis- 
motic (-mot'ik), a. Seismic, 
seize (sez) [O.F. seisir, saisir, to put in 
possession of], v.t. To grasp suddenly, to 
snatch, to take possession of by force; 
to grasp mentally, to comprehend; (Late) 
to seise; to impound, confiscate, v.i. 
To lay hold (upon), seizin [seisin]. 
seizure, n. Act of seizing; a sudden 
attack, as of a disease, 
seldom (sel'dom) [A.-S. seldan], adv. 
Rarely, not often. 

select (s6-lekt') [L. 8E-, L. lectus, chosen], 


a. Chosen, picked out, choice; exclusive; 
more valuable, v.t. To choose, to pick 
out (the best, etc.), selection, n. Act 
of selecting; right or opportunity of 
selecting, choice; that which is selected- 
selective, a. selectness, n. selector, n. 

selen- [Gr. Scleni , the moon], comb. form. 
Pertaining to selenium or to the moon. 
selenol'ogy [-logy], n. The branch of 
astronomy treating of the moon, seleno- 
log'ical, a. 

self (self) [A.-S.], n. (pi. selves, selvz) 
The individuality of a person or thing, as 
the object of reflexive consciousness or 
action; one’s individual person, private 
interests, etc.; a flower of a uniform or 
the original wild colour, a. Same; un¬ 
mixed (of colour); self-coloured; of one 
piece or the same material, selfish, a. 
Attentive only to one’s own interests; not 
regarding the feelings of others; actuated 
by or proceeding from self-interest, sel¬ 
fishly, adv. selfishness, n. selfless, a. 
Having no regard for self, unselfish. 

self- [prec.], comb. form. Expressing (1) 
direct or indirect reflexive action, as in 
self-command ; (2) action performed inde¬ 
pendently, or without external agency, 
as in self-acting , self-fertilization : (3) action 
or relation to the self, as in self-conscious, 
self-suspicious ; (4) uniformity, natural¬ 
ness, etc., as in self-coloured , self-glazed. 
self-acting [2], a. Acting of itself, auto¬ 
matic. self-assumed [2], a. Indepen¬ 
dently assumed by oneself, self-centred 
[3], a. Interested solely in oneself 
and one’s own affairs, egotistic, self- 
command [1], n. Self-control, self- 
complacent [1], a. Pleased with oneself, 
self-conscious [3], a. Conscious of one’s 
actions, behaviour, situation, etc., esp. as 
observed by others, self-contained [1], 
a. Reserved, not communicative; [2] 
complete in itself, self-defence [1], n. 
The act of defending one’s own person, 
property, or reputation, the art of self- 
defence : Boxing, self-evident [3], a. 
Obvious of itself, not requiring proof or 
demonstration, self-help [1], n. The 
act or practice of attaining one’s ends 
without help from others. 

self-love [self- (1 ), LOVE], n. U ndue regard 
for oneself or one’s own interests; selfish¬ 
ness; conceit, self-made [1], a. Suc¬ 
cessful, wealthy, etc., through one’s own 
exertions, self-possessed [1], a. Calm, 
imperturbable, having presence of mind, 
self-preservation [1], n. Preservation 
of oneself from injury; the instinct im¬ 
pelling one to this, self-regard [1], n. 
Consideration or respect for oneself, self- 
reliant [3], a. Relying on oneself, inde¬ 
pendent of outside aid. self-respect [1], 
n. Due regard for one’s character and 
position; observing a worthy standard of 
conduct, self-righteous [3], a. Phari¬ 
saical. selfsame [4], a. Exactly the 
same, absolutely identical, self-seeker 
[3], n. One selfishly pursuing his own 
interests, self-sufficient, -sufficing [3], 
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a. Capable of fulfilling one’s own desires, 
etc., without aid; conceited, overbear¬ 
ing. self-will [3], n. Obstinacy, self- 
willed, a. 

Sell (sel) [A.-S. sellan ], v.t. To dispose of 
(property) for money; to be a regular 
dealer in; to surrender or betray for a 
price; (slang) to disappoint, to cheat. 
v.i. To be a shopkeeper or dealer; to be 
purchased, to find purchasers, seller, n. 
fteltzer (selt'sSr) [corr. of Setters, town of 
Nassau], n. An effervescing mineral 
water. 

6;lvage, selvedge (sel'v^j) [M.Dut. self- 
egge (SELF, EDGE)], n. The edge of cloth 
woven so as not to unravel; a narrow 
strip of different material woven at the 
edge. 

semaphore (sem'4-fdr) [Gr. sgma , sign, 
pherein , to bear], n. An apparatus for 
signalling by means of oscillating arms or 
flags or the arrangement of lanterns, etc. 
semblance (sem-blans) [O.P., from sem- 
bler, as simulate], n. External appear¬ 
ance, seeming; an image, 
semen (s§'men) [L., seed], n. The fertil¬ 
izing fluid of males. 

semi- [L.], pref. Half; partially, im¬ 
perfectly. semibreve (sem'i-brev), n. 
(Mus.) A note equal to half a breve, a 
whole note, semi-chorus, n. One sung 
by only a half or portion of the choir; 
a chorus to be rendered thus, semi¬ 
circle, n. A half circle, semicolon, n. 
A punctuation mark (;) intermediate be¬ 
tween the period and the comma, semi¬ 
detached, a. Partially detached (chiefly 
of houses built in pairs), 
seminal (sem'i-nal) [L. sgmindlis, from 
semen], a. Pertaining to semen or repro¬ 
duction; propagative, 
seminary (seml-nar-i) [L. simindrium, 
seed-plot], n. A place of education, a 
college. 

semiquaver, n. (Mus.) A note of half 
the duration of a quaver. 

Semite (sS'mlt) [Heb. Shem , -ITE], n. A 
descendant of Shem; a member of 
Hebrew, Phoenician, Aramaean, Assyrian, 
Arab, or Abyssinian race reputed to be 
descended from Shem. Semitic (s6- 
mit'ik), a. Pertaining to the Semites or 
their languages, n. One of this group of 
languages. 

semitone (sem'i-ton) [semi-, tone], n. 
(Mus.) An interval equal to half a major 
tone on the scale. 

semolina (sem-o-l§'nA) [It. semolino , fine 
bran, L. simila], n. The hard grains of 
wheat left after bolting, 
sempiternal (sem-pi-tSr'nal) [O.F. sempi- 
temel , L. sempiternus], a. Everlasting, 
eternal. 

sempstress (seam (1)]. 

senary (se'na-ri) [L. seni, six each], a. 

Containing six units; by sixes, 
senate (sen'at) [L. sendtus], n. An 
assembly performing legislative or admin¬ 
istrative functions; a State council; an 
npper legislative house in various national 


parliaments; the governing body of 
certain Universities; (fig.) any venerable 
deliberative or legislative body, senator, 
n. A member of a senate, senatorial, a. 
send (send) [A.-S. sendan ], v.t. (past and 
p.p. sent) To cause to go, pass, or be 
transmitted to some destination; to pro¬ 
pel, hurl, cast; to cause to befall, to 
grant, bestow, inflict; to bring about. 
v.i. To dispatch a messenger, 
senescent (s6-nes'ent) [L. senescent], a. 

Growing old. senescence, n. 
seneschal (sen'6-shil) [O.P., from Teut.], 
n. An officer in wealthy houses in the 
Middle Ages who superintended feasts and 
domestic ceremonies; a steward, 
senile (sS'nil) [L. senilis, see foil.], a. Per¬ 
taining to old age. senility (-nil'i-ti), n. 
senior (se'nyor) [L. older, comp, of senex, 
old], a. Older, elder; higher in rank or 
service, n. One older or higher in rank, 
service, etc., than another, seniority 
(-ni-or'i-ti), n. 

senna (sen'4) [Arab, sand], n. The dried, 
purgative leaflets of several specie&^.of 
cassia. ~ 

seaor (sen-yor') [Sp., as senior], n. (fern., 

• ora, - orita , -yo-rfc't&), n. The Spanish* 
form of address, equivalent to Mr., Mrs., 
Miss, sir, madam, etc. 
sensation (sen-sa'shun) [L., as foil.], n. 
Mental state or affection resulting from 
the excitation of an organ of sense; a 
state of excited feeling or interest; the 
thing or event exciting this, sensa¬ 
tional, a. sensationally, adv. sen¬ 
sationalism, n. The employment of 
sensational methods. 

sense (sens) [F., sens, L. sensus , feeling, 
from senttre , to feel], n. One of the five 
faculties by which sensation is received 
(sight, hearing, touch, taste, smell); the 
faculty of sensation, perception, or sensi¬ 
tiveness; bodily feeling; intuitive com¬ 
prehension, appreciation; conviction (of); 
sound judgment, sagacity, good mental 
capacity; meaning; general feeling, con¬ 
sensus of opinion; (pi.) normal command 
of the senses, sanity, senseless, a. sense¬ 
lessness, n. 

sensible (sen'sibl) [F., as prec.], a. Per¬ 
ceptible by the senses; acting with or 
characterized by good sense, judicious, 
reasonable; having perception (of), sen¬ 
sibility, n. Capacity to see, feel, or 
receive impressions; acute susceptibility, 
over-sensitiveness, sensibly, adv. 
sensitive (sen'si-tiv) [O.F., as prec.], a. 
Of or depending on the senses, sensory; 
readily or acutely affected by external 
influences; impressible, excitable, sensi¬ 
tive plant : A mimosa, the leaves of 
which shrink from the touch, sensi¬ 
tively, adv. 

sensual (sen'su-Al) [late L. sensudlis, as 
prec.], a. Pertaining to or affecting the 
senses, carnal as dist. from spiritual or 
intellectual; voluptuous, lewd, sen¬ 
sualism, sensuality, n. sensualist, n. 
sensually, adv. 
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sensuous (sen'su-us) [as sense], a. Per¬ 
taining to or readily affected through the 
senses; abounding in sensible images, 
sensuously, adv. sensuousness, n. 
sentence (sen't6ns) [L. sententia , as 
sense], n. A series of words expressing a 
complete thought; a penalty (or its de¬ 
claration) upon a condemned person, a 
verdict; a maxim, a proverb, v.t. To 
pronounce judgment on; to condemn, 
sententious, a. Abounding in pithy 
sentences or maxims; terse, sententi- 
ously, adv. 

sentient (sen'shi-6nt) [L. sentiens , feeling], 
o. Having the power of sense-perception; 
having sense of feeling, sentience, n. 
sentiment (sen'ti-ment) [as prec.], n. 
Mental feeling; or the sum of the higher 
feelings excited by sesthetic, moral, or 
spiritual ideas; a thought, etc., of sensi¬ 
bility. sentimen'tal, a. sentimental¬ 
ism, -tal'ity, n. sentimentalist, n. 
sentimentally, adv. 

sentinel (sen'ti-n61) [O.P. sentinelled n. 
One who keeps watch to prevent surprise, 
a soldier on guard. 

sentry (sen'tri) [as prec.], n. A sentinel; 
the duty of a sentinel, 
separate (sep'a-rat) [L. stparOtus, p.p. of 
siparare], v.t. To disunite, to keep apart; 
to break up into parts, to disperse; to 
be between or the boundary of. v.i. To 
part, to be disconnected; to disperse, a. 
Disconnected, considered apart; distinct, 
separability, n. separable, a. separ¬ 
ably, adv. separately, adv. separate¬ 
ness, n. separation, n. Act of separ 
ating or state of being separated; partial 
divorce, sep'arator, n. 
sepia (s§'pi-a) [L. and Q-r.], n. A dark 
brown pigment prepared from the cuttle¬ 
fish ; a cuttle-fish. 

sepoy (s6'poi) [Hind, sipah , army], n. A 
native soldier in the British Indian army, 
sepsis (sep'sis) [Q-r., as SEPTIC], n. Putre¬ 
faction ; infection from a festering wound, 
blood-poisoning. 

sept (sept) [O.P. septe, var. of secte, SECT], 
n. A clan, a family, esp. in Ireland. 
September (sep-tem'b^r) [L., septem , 
seven], n. The ninth month of the year 
(the seventh of the ancient Roman year), 
septenary (sep'tA-n&r-i) [L. septtnl , seven 
each], a. Consisting of or relating to 
seven; by sevens; lasting seven years, 
n. A set of seven. 

septet (sep-tet') [L. septem , seven], n. A 
group of seven, esp. singers, Instruments, 
etc.; a musical composition for seven 
performers. 

septic (sep'tik) [Qr. siptos , rotten], a. 
Causing or tending to promote putrefac¬ 
tion, not aseptic, n. A septic substance, 
septicaemia (-se'mi-a), n. Blood-poison¬ 
ing caused by the absorption of putrid 
matter. 

septuagenarian (sep-tu-a-j6-nar'i-an) [L. 
septuagenl, seventy each], n. A person 
of 70 years of age, or between 69 and 80. 
Of such an age. Septuages'ima, ». 


The third Sunday before Lent (about 
seventy days before Easter). 

Septuagint (sep'tu-a-jint) [L. septudginta , 
seventy], n. A Greek version of the Old 
Testament and Apocrypha (e. 3rd cent. 
«.C.), traditionally made by seventy 
persons. 

sepulchre (sep'ul-k$r) [L. sepulcrum 
(sepelire , to bury)], n. A tomb, esp. one 
hewn in rock; a burial-vault, sepul'- 
chral, a. Pertaining to burial, the grave, 
or to monuments to the dead; dismal, 
funereal. 

sequel (sS'kwel) [L. sequl , to fellow], n. 
That which follows; a succeeding part, a 
continuation; the upshot, consequence (of 
an event, etc.). 

sequence (se'kwSns) [O.F., from L. 
sequens , following], n. Succession, the 
process of coming after in space, time, etc.; 
a consecutive series, sequent, sequen¬ 
tial, a. 

sequester (s6-kwes't6r) [L. sequestrare, to 
surrender], v.t. To set apart, to seclude; 
( Law ) to separate (property, etc.) from 
the owner until some case is decided or 
claim paid; to confiscate, sequestrate, 
v.t. (Law) To sequester, sequestra'- 
tlon, n. se'questrator, n. 
sequin (sfi'kwin) [It. zecchino , Arab, sikka, 
die], n. A Venetian gold coin; a disk of 
metal, jet, etc., used as a trimm ing for 
dresses, etc. 

seraglio (se-ra'lyS) [It. serraglio, enclosure], 
n. A walled palace, esp. that of the 
Sultan at Constantinople; a harem, 
seraph (ser'af) [Heb. seraphim, pi., from 
Arab, sharaf, high], n. (pi. -aphs, 
-aphim) An angel of the highest order, 
seraph'ic, a. 

Serb (serb) [Serv.J, a. and n. Servian, 
sere (ser) [O.F. serre, grasp, lock], n. 
The pawl of a gun-lock holding the hammer 
at half or full cock. 

serenade (ser-6-nad') [F. sbrbnade , as 
foil.], n. Music played or sung in the 
open at night, esp. by a lover beneath his 
lady’s window, v.i. To perform a seren¬ 
ade. 

serene (s6-ren') [L. serenusd a. Calm and 
clear (of the sky); undisturbed, n. 
serenely, adv. Calmly, quietly, deliber¬ 
ately. serenity (s6-ren'i-ti), n. 
serf (sSrf) [L. servus, slave], n. A feudal 
labourer attached to an estate; a slave, 
serfdom, n. , 

serge (sSrj) [F., from L. sirica, silken], 
n. A strong twilled cloth, usu. of worsted, 
sergeant, (Law) serjeant (sar'jent) [O.F. 
sergant, L. servientem , from servire, to 
serve], n. (mil.) A non-commissioned 
officer ranking next above corporal; a 
police-officer next below an inspector; a 
serjeant-at-law. serjeant-at-law, n. 
Formerly a member of the highest order 
of barristers, abolished in 1877. sergeant- 
major, n. The chief sergeant of a regi¬ 
ment, of a squadron of cavalry, or of a, 
battery of artillery. 

serial (s5r'i-61) [SERI-ES, -AL], o. Per 
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taining to or consisting of a series, n. 
A serial story or publication, serially, 
adv. seria tim , adv. In regular order; 
one point, etc., after the other, 
series (ser'Sz) [L., from serere, to join 
together], n. {pi. unchanged) A number, 
set, or continued succession of things; a 


sequence, a row. 
serious (ser'i-us) [L. serins], a. Grave, 
sedate, not frivolous; momentous; in 
earnest, sincere, serio-, comb. form. 
serio-comic, a. Mingling the serious 
and the comic, seriousness, n. 
sermon (sSr'mdn) [L. sermo, speech, dis¬ 
course], n. A discourse founded on a text 
of Scripture in exposition of doctrine or 
instruction in religion; a moral reflection: 
a serious exhortation. sermoner, n 
sermonize, v. 

serous (ser'us) [SER-UM, -OUS], o. Per¬ 
taining to serum; thin, watery; like 
whey, seros'ity, n. 

serpent (sSr'pent) [F., from 1>. serpen*, 
from serpere , to creep], n. A reptile with 
an elongated scaly body and no limbs, a 
snake; a treacherous, insinuating person; 
an old-fashioned wind-instrument, ser- I 
pentine, a. Pertaining to or resembling 
a serpent; coiling, sinnous; wily, treacher¬ 
ous. n. A variegated rock susceptible 
of a high polish. __ . . , 

serrate (ser'at) [L. serra , a saw], a. Notched 
like a saw, serrated, v.t. (s6-r5t') To 
give a saw-like edge to {usu. in p.p.). 
serra tion, n. . „ „ 

serried (scr'6d) [F. serrt, closed], a. 
Close-packed, in compact order (esp. of 
soldiers). ... 

serum (s§r'dm) [L., whey], n. The thin, 
transparent part that separates from the 
blood in coagulation, a constituent of 
milk, lymph. 

servant (sgr'vant) [F.* serving], n. An 
employee, esp. in a household, a domestic; 
a devoted follower. 

serve (sgrv) [O.F. servir, L. servus, slave], 
v.t. To act as servant to, to be useful 
to render service to; to be subsidiary 
to’ to satisfy, to suffice; to perform (a 
function, etc.); to carry out the duties of; 
to treat (well, ill, etc.); to set on table; 
to supply (a person with); to send (a ball, 
etc.), v.i. To be employed, to perform 
the duties of, a function, etc.; to suffice, 
to avail; to be -suitable; to deliver the 
ball in certain Karnes, 
service (1) (ser'vis) [L. servitium], n. 
Act of serving; work done for another; 
a benefit conferred on some one; the 
state of being a servant; a department of 
State, etc., the organization, or the per¬ 
sons employed; willingness to act; use; 
a liturgical form or act for worship; a 
musical setting of this; legal delivery or 
publication (of a writ, summons, etc.); 
a set of dishes, etc., required for a meal; 
act of serving the ball at tennis, etc. 
service (2) [M.E. serves, L. sorbus ], n. 
The service-tree, a European tree, with 
small pear-like fruit. 


serviceable (ser'vis- abl) [SERVICE (1) 

-ABLE], a. Able or willing to render 
service; useful fit for service, 
serviette (sSr-vi-et') [F.], n. A table- 
napkin. „ _ 

servile (sSr'vIl) [as SERVANT], a. Per¬ 
taining to or befitting a slave; abject, 
cringing; dependent, servility(-vil'i-ti),n. 
servitor (sSr'vi-tor) [L., as prec.], n. A 
male servant or attendant, servitor- 
ship, n. 

servitude (sSr'vi-tud) [L. servdudo, as 
prec.], n. The condition of a slave, 
bondage. 

sesame (ses'4-mi) [G-r. sesamon], n. An 
E. Indian annual herb with oily seeds, 
sesqui- [L. more by one half], c mb. 
form, sesquipedal (ses-kwip'e-dal) [pe¬ 
dal], a. Measuring a foot and a half, 
n. A sesquipedalian person or thing, 
sesquipedalian (-da'li-an), a. Many- 
syllabled (of words); given to using long 
words. 

session (sesh'un) [F., from L. sessio, 
from sedere , to sit], n. The act of being 
assembled; a sitting or meeting of a court, 

| council, etc., for business; the period 
during which such meetings are held, ses¬ 
sional, a. 

sestet (ses-tet') [It. sestetto , L. sextus , 
sixth], n. {Mus.) A composition for six 
instruments or voices; the last six lines 
of a sonnet. . 

set (1) (set) [A.-S. settan , causal of sxttan, to 
sit], v.t. To place, to put; to fix; to 
plant {usu. out); to put or station in a 
specified or right position, state, etc.; to 
dispose for use, display, etc.; to attach, 
join; to determine, appoint, settle; to 
cause to sit; to apply (oneself, etc., to), to 
cause (to work, etc.); to offer (an example, 
task, etc.); to compose (type); {Mus.) 
to adapt (words) to music; {Naut.) to 
spread (sail), v.i. To become solid or 
firm, to congeal; to take shape; to move 
or tend in a definite direction; to mature 
(of flowers, etc.); to point (of a dog); to 
pass below the horizon, a. Fixed, un¬ 
yielding ; determined, intent (on); station¬ 
ary ; prescribed; regular, in due form, 
set (2) (set) [O.F. sette , var. of sects , sect], n. 
A number of similar or related things or 
persons, a group; a number of things 
forming a whole; a group of games count¬ 
ing as a unit, as in lawn-tennis; the way 
a dress, etc., sits; bend, bias; the act of 
pointing at game (by a setter), set off, 
n. A counterpoise, a counter-claim; an 
embellishment. 

settee (s6-te') [?], n. A long seat with a 
back; a short sofa for tw’o. 
setter (set'er) [SET (1)], n. One who or 
that which sets; a dog trained to point at 

game. _ _ 

setting (set'ing) [set (1), -ing], w. The 
action of one who or that which sets; the 
result of this; solidification; the framing 
in which a jewel, etc., is set; the environ¬ 
ment of a thing, event, etc.; the musif 
to which words are fitted. 









settle 


381 


shake 


settle (1) (setl) [A.-S. setl\, n. A loDg, high- 
backed bench with arms, 
settle (2) [A.-S. setlari], v.t. To place in a 
permanent position, to establish; to cause 
to become fixed; to determine; to colonize; 
to cause to subside; to deal with, dis¬ 
pose of, do for; to pay (an account); 
to secure property, etc. (on); to arrange, 
adjust (a dispute, etc.), v.i. To sit down, 
to alight; to cease from agitation, etc.; 
to become motionless, permanent or 
established, to become a colonist (in); to 
sink to the bottom; to become clarified; 
to resolve (upon); to adjust differences, 
settlement, n. Act of settling; state of 
being settled; a subsidence; a place newly 
settled; a community of persons living 
together; the conveyance of property or 
creation of an estate to make provision for 
some person or object; the property so 
settled, settler, n. A colonist; a knock¬ 
down blow, a decisive argument, 
seven (sevn) [A.-S. seofon ], n. The sum of 
one and six, 7 or vii. a. Consisting of one 
more than six. seven-fold, a and adv. 
seventeen, n. The sum of seven and ten, 
17 or xvii. o. Consisting of seven and 
ten. seventeenth a. and n. seventh, a. 
Coming next after the sixth, n. The next 
after the sixth; a seventh part, seventhly, 
adv. 

seventy (sevn'ti) [A.-S. seofontig ], n. 
Seven times ten, 70 or lxx. o. Consisting 
of or amounting to seven times ten. 
seventieth, a. and n. 
sever (sev'er) [O.F. sevrer , as separate], 
v.t. To part, disjoin; to divide, cleave, 
sunder; to keep distinct, v.i. To separate, 
part, severable, a. severance, n. 
several (sev'6r-al) [O.F., as prec.], a. 
Separate, distinct, individual; not shared 
with others; consisting of a number, n. 
An indefinite number, more than two but 
not many, severally, adv. severalty, n. 
{Law) Exclusive tenure or ownership, 
severe (s6-ver') [L. seierus], a. Rigorous, 
austere, merciless; hard to endure; bitter, 
painful; grave, sedate; unadorned, re¬ 
strained. severely, adv. severity 
(-ver'i-ti), n. 

sew (so) [A.-S. siwiari], v.t. (p.p. sewn, 
sewed) To unite by thread worked 
through and through with a needle; to 
make, mend, attach, etc., thus, 
sewer (su'6r) [O.F. seuwiere , sluice], n. 
A channel or tunnel for carrying off 
drainage and liquid refuse, sewerage, to. 
sex (seks) [F. sexe , L. sexus ], to. The 
quality of being male and female; (collect.) 
men or women, sexless, a. sexless- 
ness, n. 

sex-, sexi- [L. sex, six], comb. form. 
Containing six; sixfold, sexagenarian 
(sek-sa-jAnar'i-Sn) [L. sexdgenl, sixty 
each], a. Sixty years of age or between 
59 and 70. n. A sexagenarian person. 
Sexagesima (sek-sa-jes'i-ma) [L., fern, of 
sexar esimus, sixtieth from sexdginta , sixty], 
to. The second Sunday before Lent (about 
the sixtieth day before Easter). 


sextant (sek'stant) [L. sextans , from sextus , 
sixth], n. The sixth part of a circle; an 
instrument for measuring angular distances 
or altitudes. 

sexto (sek'sto) [L. sex, SIX], n. A book 
formed by folding sheets into six leaves 
each, sextodecimo, w. A book formed 
by folding sheets into sixteen leaves 
each; a sheet folded thus, 
sexton (sek'ston) [SACRISTAN], n. A care¬ 
taker of a church. 

sexual (sek'su-al) [as SEX], a. Pertaining 
to sex, the sexes or the distinction of 
sexes; pertaining to generation, sexual'- 
ity, n, sexually, adv. 
shabby (sh&b'i) [as SCAB], a. Ragged, 
threadbare; clothed thus, mean, despicable, 
shabbily, adv. shabbiness, n. 
shackle (shfikl) [A.-S. sceacul], n. A fetter, 
handcuff; the bow of a padlock; a 
coupling link; (pi.) impediments, v.t. To 
chain, fetter; to restrain, impede, hamper, 
shad (shad) [A.-S. sceadda ], n. A deep¬ 
bodied food-fish of the herring family, 
shade (shad) [A.-S. scced], n. Obscurity 
caused by the inteception of light; gloom, 
darkness; a secluded retreat; the darker 
part of a picture; a screen for protecting 
from light; a glass cover; a gradation of 
colour; (fig.) a small amount, something 
unreal or delusive; a spectre; (pi.) Hades. 
v.t. To shelter or screen; to obscure, to 
darken; to show gradations of colour or 
effects of light and shade; to cause to blend 
with another colour, shadeless, a. 
shadily, etc. [shady], shading, n. 
shadow (shad'd) [A.-S. sceadu ], n. Shade; 
a patch of shade; the dark figure projected 
on the ground, etc., by the interception of 
light; obscurity; shelter; something un¬ 
real; a phantom, v.t. To cloud; to set 
(forth) dimly, to adumbrate; to spy upon, 
shadowy, a. 

shady (sha'di) [SHADE -Y], a. Sheltered 
from the sun; casting shade; of equivocal 
honesty; later, shadily, adv. shadi¬ 
ness, n. 

shaft (shaft) [A.-S. sceaft , as SHAVE], n. 
The slender stem of a spear, arrow, etc.; 
anything resembling this, as a ray (of 
light), a dart (of lightning, ridicule, etc.); 
a column between the base and the capital; 
a large axle; a well-like excavation, as in 
a mine, shafting, n. A system of shafts 
for the transmission of power, 
shag (sh&g) [A.-S. sceacga], n. A rough 
coat of hair; cloth having a coarse nap; 
strong tobacco cut into fine shreds; the 
crested cormorant, shaggy, a. Rough¬ 
haired, hairy; tangled, unkempt; over¬ 
grown, scrubby, rugged, 
shagreen (sha-gren') [CHAGRIN], n. A 
leather with a granular surface preps’- l 
without tanning from the skins of horses, 
asses, sharks, etc., usu. dyed green, 
shah (sha) [Pers.], ». The sovereign of 
Persia. 

shake (shak) [A.-S. sceacari], v.t. (past 
shook, shuk, p.p. shaken) To move 
forcibly or rapidly to and fro; to cause to 
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quiver; to shock, convulse, agitate; to 
brandish; to impair, to shatter; to trill. 
v.i. To move quickly to and fro or up and 
down, to tremble, to shiver; to make trills. 
n. Act of shaking; a jerk, shock, con¬ 
cussion; state of being shaken, vibration, 
trembling; a trill. 

shako (shirk'd) [Hung. csako\ n. A 
military flat-topped cylindrical hat, with 
a peak in front, and a pompom, or plume, 
shaky (sh&'ki) [shake, -y], o. Liable to 
shake, rickety, tottering; (fig.) of doubtful 
integrity, solvency, etc. shakily, adv. 
shakiness, n. 

shale (shal) [G. schale, cogn. withSOALK (1)], 
n. A laminated rock resembling soft slate, 
often containing bitumen, shaly, a. 
shall (sMl) [A.-S. sceal , past of sculan , to 
owe], v.aux. (2nd sing, shalt, past and 
subj. should, shud, shouldst, shouldest) 
Used to express simple futurity or a con¬ 
ditional statement (flow only in 1st pers.); 
to express a command, intention, promise, 
permission, etc. (in 2nd and 3rd pers.); to 
express future or conditional obligation, 
duty, etc., or to form a conditional ante¬ 
cedent clause, etc. (in any person). 
shalloon (sh&-loon') [F. C’Mtofw-sur-Marne], 
n. A light worsted fabric used for linings, etc. 
shallop (shSl'dp) [F. chaloupe , Dut. sloep , 
sloop], n. A light open boat, 
shallot (shA-lot') [O.F. eschalote , corr. of 
Ascalon , Palestine], n. A plant allied to 


shallow (sh&l'o) [M.B. schalowe, perh. rel. to 
SHOAL (1)], a. Not having much depth; 
(fig.) superficial, trivial, n. A shallow 
place, a shoal, v. To become or make 
shallow or shallower. 

sham (sh&m) [var. of shame], v. To feign, 
to pretend, n. An imposture, a false 
pretence, a fraud, a. Feigned, counterfeit, 
shamble (shSmbl) [?], v.i. To walk in an 
awkward or unsteady manner, n. A 
shuffling gait, shambling, o. 
shambles (shimblz) [A.-S. scatneT], n.pl. 
A slaughter-house; a meat market; (fig.) 
a place of carnage or execution, 
shame (sham) [A.-S. sceamu ], n. A painful 
feeling due to consciousness of guilt, 
degradation, humiliation, etc.; the in¬ 
stinct to avoid this, decency, decorum; a 
state of ignominy; a disgrace, v.t. To 
make ashamed; to bring shame on; 
to disgrace, shamefaced, °shamefast 
[A.-S. scawfast (FAST (1))], a. Bashful, 
modest, retiring, shameful, a. shame¬ 
fully, adv. shameless, a. 
shampoo (shim-poo') [Hind, ch&mpnd], 
v.t. To massage the body of after a hot 
bath; to wash and rub the head of. n. 
The act of shampooing, 
shamrock (sh&m'rok) [Ir. seamrog ], n. 
A trefoil forming the national emblem of 


jreiauu. 

shandrydan (sh&n'dri-d5n) [?],». A kind 
of hooded chaise; (fig.) a ramshackle con¬ 


veyance. 

shandygaff (shin'di-gif) [ ?], n. A mixture 
of beer and ginger-beer. 


shank (shink) [A.-S. sceanca ], n. The leg 

from knee to ankle; the shin-bone; the 
part of a tool, connecting the acting part 
with the handle. 

shanty (shan'ti) [?], n. A rude hut. 
shape (shap) [A.S. scieppan ], v.t. To form, 
to construct; to mould, to fashion; to 
adapt, adjust, make conform (to); to 
regulate, v.t. To take shape, come into 
shape; to become adapted (to), n. The 
outward form or appearance; concrete 
form, embodiment, realization; kind, sort; 
an appearance, an apparition; a pattern, 
a mould, shapeable, a. shapeless, a. 
Having no regular form; lacking in 
symmetry, shapely, a. Well-propor¬ 
tioned; having beauty or regularity, 
shapeliness, n. 

shard (shard) [A.-S. sceard ], n. A pot¬ 
sherd; the wing-case of a beetle, v.t. and 
i. To break or flake off. 
share (1) (shar) [A.-S. scearu , from sceran , 
to shear], n. A part detached from a 
common amount; a part to which one has 
a right or which one is obliged to contribute, 
an allotted part; one of the equal parts 
into which the capital of a company is 
divided, v.t. To divide into portions, to 
apportion; to give away a portion of; to 
partake of, to participate in. v.i. To have 
a share (in), to participate, sharer, n. 
share (2) (shar) [A.-S. scear , as prec.], n. A 
plough-share; a blade of a cultivator, etc. 
shark (shark) [ ?], n. A large and voracious 
sea-fish with lateral gill openings and an 
inferior mouth armed with formidable 
teeth; (fig.) a rapacious person; a swindler, 
sharp (sharp) [A.-S. scearp ], a. Having 
a keen edge or fine point; peaked, angular, 
abrupt; clean-cut; acid, sour; shrill, 
piercing; sarcastic, severe, painful; acute, 
keen-witted; vigilant, penetrating; un¬ 
scrupulous, dishonest; quick, brisk, im¬ 
petuous; (Phon.) voiceless; (Mus.) above 
the true pitch, esp. a semitone higher. 
adv. Punctually; at a sharp angle; above 
the true pitch, n. (Mus.) A note a 
semitone above the true pitch; the sign 
(#) indicating this. v.i. To swindle, 
sharp-cut, a. Clearly outlined, well- 
defined. sharpshooter, n. A skilled 
marksman, sharpen, v. sharpener, n. 
sharper, n. A swindler, a rogue, sharp¬ 
ly, adv. sharpness, n. 
shatter (sh&t'6r) [scatter], v.t. To break 
up at once into many pieces, to smash; to 
destroy, ruin. v.i. To break into frag¬ 
ments. 

shave (shav) [A.-S. sceafan), v.t. To 
remove hair from (the skin) with a razor; 
to pare thin slices off; to pass by closely, to 
brush past, to graze, v.i. To shave one¬ 
self. n. Act of shaving or process of 
being shaved; a thin slice; a narrow 
escape or miss, shaving, n. A thin 
slice pared off. 

shawl (shawl) [Pers. sAdlJ, n. A loose 
wrap for the upper part of the person, 
shawm (shawm) [Gr. kalamos , reed], n. An 
ancient clarionet-like wind instrument. 
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she (she) [A.-S. xio], pron. (obj. her, poss. 
her, hers) The female person, animal, etc., 
referred to. o. Female (as she-cat, the- 
devil , etc.). 

sheaf (shef) [A.-S. sciaf ], n. (pi. -ves) A 
quantity of things bound together length¬ 
wise, esp. a bundle of wheat, oats, barley, 
etc. 

shear (sher) [A.-S. sceran ], v.t. (past 
sheared, p.p. shorn, sheared) To cut 
with shears; to remove Dap, wool, etc., by 
clipping; (Jig.) to fleece, v.i. To use 
shears, n. (pi.) A large cutting-instru¬ 
ment like scissors, shearer, n. shear¬ 
ling, n. A sheep that has been once 
shorn. 

sheath (sheth) [A.-S. scceth ], n. A case 
for a blade or tool, a scabbard; (Nat. Hist.) 
an envelope investing tissue, membrane, 
etc. sheathe (sheth), v.t. To put into a 
sheath; to protect by a casing; to hide, 
sheathing, n. That which sheathes, esp. 
a metal covering for a ship’s bottom, 
sheave (shev) [M.E. tchive], n. The grooved 
wheel in the block or pulley over which the 
rope runs. 

shebeen (sh6-ben') [Ir.], n. An unlicensed 
house for the sale of excisable liquors, 
shed (1) (shed) [A.-S. sceadan , to separate], 
v.t. To let fall, to drop, to spill; to throw 
off, diffuse, v.i. To cast off seed, a 
covering, etc. n. The ridge of a hill; 
a divide, a watershed. 

shed (2) [shade], n. A slight building with 
the ends or ends and sides open; a hovel, 
sheen (shen) [A.-S. scene], n. Brightness, 
lustre, glitter, sheeny, a. 
sheep (shep) [A.-S. sceap], n. (pi. un¬ 
changed) A gregarious ruminant animal 
reared for its flesh and wool; sheepskin; 
(fig.) a timid, unoriginal person, sheep- 
fold, n. A pen for sheep, sheep-run, n. 
A large tract of land for pasturing sheep, 
sheep’s eye, n. (usu.in pi.) A bashful 
or diffident look or glance, sheepish, a. 
Like a sheep; bashful, timid, sheepishly, 
adv. 

sheer (1) (sher) [Icel. skuerr ], a. Pure, 
simple, mere, absolute, downright; per¬ 
pendicular, unbroken by a ledge or slope. 
adv. Vertically, plumb; entirely, 
sheer (2) (sher) [Dut. scheren, to shear], v.i. 
(Naut.) To deviate from a course, n. 
The upward curvature of a vessel toward 
the bow and stern. 

sheers (shers) [shear], n.pl. An apparatus 
consisting of two masts secured at the 
top, for hoisting heavy weights, 
sheet (shet) [A.-S. scite ], n. A thin, flat, 
broad piece of anything; a rectangular 
piece of linen or cotton used on a bed; a 
piece of metal in a thin sheet, a piece of 
paper of a regular size, reckoned as the 24th 
of a quire; a newspaper; a broad expanse; 
(Naut.) a rope attached to the clew of a 
sail. v.t. To cover or shroud In a sheet; 
to form into sheets, sheet-anchor, 
[shoot-anchor, one to be shot out], n. A 
large anchor for use in emergencies; (fig.) 
a last refuge, sheet-lightning, n. 


Lightning in w'ide extended flashes, 
sheeting, n. 

sheikh (shek) [Arab.], n. The head of a 
Bedouin family, clan, or tribe, 
shekel (shek'4l) [Heb. shegel], n. A 
Hebrew weight of nearly £ oz.; a silver 
coin, worth about 2s. 4 d. ; (pi.) money, 
riches. 

sheldrake (shel'drSk) [A.-S. scilet, shield, 
drake], n. A large wild duck with vivid 
plumage. 

shelf (shelf) [A.-S. scylfe ], n. (pi. -ves) 
A horizontal board or slab for standing 
vessels, books, etc., on. 
shell (shel) [A.-S. scell), n. A hard outside 
covering, as of a nut, egg, animal, etc., a 
husk; the framework or walls of a house, 
ship, etc.; an inner coffin; a hollow 
projectile containing a bursting-charge, 
missiles, etc.; (fig.) mere outer form or 
semblance, v.t . To strip or break off the 
shell from; to take out of the shell; to 
cover with a shell; to throw shells at, to 
bombard, shellfish, n. Any aquatic 
mollusc or crustacean having a shell, 
shelly, o. 

shellac (she-lak') [shell, lac], n. Resin 
purified and melted into thin plates, v.t. 
To varnish with this. shellacking, 
pres.p. 

shelter (shel't6r) [A.-S. scildtrume (shield, 
truma, hand)], n. Anything that shields 
from danger, heat, wind, etc.; security; 
a place of safety, v.t. To shield from 
injury, danger, etc.; to protect, to conceal, 
to screen, v.i. To take shelter (under), 
shelve (1) (shelv) [SHELF], v.t. To place 
on a shelf; to fit with shelves; (fig.) to put 
aside, to defer indefinitely, shelving, n. 
shelve (2) [cp. Icel. skelgjask, to be askew], 
v.i. To slope gradually, 
shepherd (shep'Srd) [A.-S. sceaphyrde , 
sheep, herd], n. One who tends sheep; 
(fig.) a pastor, v.t. To tend as a shep¬ 
herd; to gather together, shepherdess, n. 
sherbet (sher'b6t) [Pers.], n. An oriental 
cooling drink, made of diluted fruit 
juices. 

sheriff (sher'if) [A.-S. scxr-gerifia (shire, 
reeve)], n. The chief Crown officer of a 
shire. 

sherry (sher'i) [Xeres], n. A Spanish 
white wine from Xeres or S. Spain. 
Shetland (Shetland) [islands of N.E. 
Scotland], n. A Shetland pony, a very 
small variety of horse with flowing mane 
and tail. 

shibboleth (shib'o-16th) [Heb.], «. A word 
used as a test (see Judges xii.); (fig.) a 
criterion, a watchword; discredited 
doctrine. 

shield (sheld) [A.-S. scild], n. A broad 
piece of defensive armour to protect the 
body, a buckler; a screen or metal plate 
used as a protection in tunnelling, machin¬ 
ery, gun-firing, etc.; a shield-like part in 
an animal or a plant; an escutcheon 
bearing a coat of arms; (fig.) defence, a 
defender, v.t. To screen with a shield, 
shieling (she'ling), shiel (shel) [Icel. skj6l> 
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shelter], n. (Sc.) A hut used by shepherds, 
sportsmen, etc.; a cottage, 
shift (shift) [A.-S. sciftan , to divide], v.t. 
To move from one position to another; 
to change (one thing) for another, v.i. 
To move or be moved about; to change 
place, position, form, state, etc.; to resort 
to expedients, to manage, contrive; to 
prevaricate. n. A change of place, form, 
or character; a substitution of one thing 
for another; a vicissitude; a change of 
clothing; a relay of workmen; a chemise; 
an expedient; a'dodge, evasion, shifty, a. 
shiftily, adv. shiftiness, n. 
shillelagh (shi-le'lA) [place in co. Wicklow, 
Ireland], n. An oak or blackthorn cudgel, 
shilling (shil'ing) [A.-S. settling ], n. A 
British silver coin and money of account, 
one-twentieth of a pound sterling, 
shilly-shally (shil'i-shal'i) [redup. of 
SHALL], v.i. To act in an irresolute manner; 
to be undecided, n. Irresolution, hesita¬ 
tion, trifling. 

shimmer (shim'6r) [A.-S. scymrian ], v.t. 
To emit a faint or tremulous light; to 
glimmer, beam, glisten faintly. ». A 
faint or tremulous light, 
shin (shin) [A.-S. scinu ], n. The forepart 
of the human leg between the ankle and 
knee. 

shine (shin) [A.-S. scinan\ v.i. (past and 
p.p. shone, shon) To t emit or reflect 
light; to glow; to be brilliant, eminent, 
or animated, v.t. To make bright, to 
polish, shiny, a. shininess, n. 
shingle (1) (shingl) [corr. of shindle , L. 
scindcre , to split], «. A thin piece of wood 
used as a roof-covering, 
shingle (2) [Scand.], n. Coarse rounded 
gravel on the seashore, shingly, a. 
shingles (shinglz) [L. cingulum , girth], n.pl. 
A cutaneous disease which spreads like a 
girdle. 

shinty (shin'ti) [?], n. A game resembling 
hockey. 

ship (ship) [A.-S. scip] t ». A large 
sea-going vessel, esp. one with three or 
more square-rigged masts, v.t. To put 
on board or to convey in a ship; to engage 
for service on board a ship; to fix (a 
rudder, etc.) in the proper place. t>.». To 
embark on a ship; to engage as a sailor, 
shipboard, n. The deck or side of a ship, 
shipmate, n. One who serves or sails in 
the same ship, shipshape, adv. In a 
seaman-like manner, in good order, a. 
Well-arranged, trim, shipwreck, n. The 
loss of a ship, by foundering, striking 
a rock, etc.; (fig.) destruction, ruin. v.t. 
To cause to suffer shipwreck; to ruin. v.i. 
To suffer shipwreck; to be ruined, ship¬ 
yard, n. A place where ships are built, 
shipment, n. The act of shipping; 
goods shipped, a consignment, shipper, 
n. One who ships or sends goods by 
a common carrier, shipping, a. Per¬ 
taining to ships, n. The act of putting on 
board ship; ships collectively, esp. of a 
country or port. 

-ship [A.-S. -scipe\ suf. Denoting state. 


condition, the quality of being so-and-so; 
status, office; skill in the capacity 
specified; as in friendship , judgeship , lady¬ 
ship, marksmanship. 

shire (shir) [A.-S. scir ], n. An English 
county. 

shirk (shgrk) [?], v.t. To get out of un¬ 
fairly. v.i. To avoid the performance of 
work or duty. 

shirt (sh£rt) [from A.-S. scyrte, from scort t 
short], n. A loose under-garment of linen, 
etc., extending from the neck to the thighs, 
worn by men. 

shirting, n. Material for shirts, 
shittim (shit'im) [Heb.], n. A hard wood 
(prob. acacia). 

shiver (1) (shiv'ir) [dim. of prec.], n. A 
small fragment, a sliver. To break into 
shivers. 

shiver (2) [M.E. chiveren], v.i. To tremble, 
as with fear, cold, or excitement, n. An 
act or movement of shivering, the 
shivers : A feeling of horror, shivery, a. 
shoal (1) (shol) [SHALLOW], a. Shallow, n. 
A shallow, a submerged sand-bank. v.t. 
To become shallower, shoaly, a. 
shoal (2) [A.-S. scolu], n. A large number, 
a crowd, esp. of fish moving together, 
shock (1) (shok) [O.H.G-. scoc], n. A 
violent collision of bodies, a violent onset j 
a sudden and violent emotion or sensation, 
prostration caused by such. v.t. To give 
a violent sensation of disgust, horror, or 
indignation to; to jar. shocking, a. 
shock (2) [Teut.], n. A collection of 
sheaves of grain; a thick bushy mass 
of hair. a. Shaggy, v.i. To collect 
sheaves into shocks. 

shoddy (shod'i) [?], n. Fibre obtained 
from old cloth torn to pieces and shredded; 
inferior cloth made from a mixture of 
this with new wool, etc.; anything 
inferior or sham. a. Made of shoddy; 
not genuine, trashy. 

shoe (shoo) [A.-S. scio ], n. An outer 
covering for the foot, etc., not coming up 
to the ankles; a metal rim or plate nailed 
to the hoof of a horse anything resem¬ 
bling a shoe in form or function, v.t. 
(past and p.p. shod) To furnish (esp. a 
horse) with shoes. 

shoot (shoot) [A.-S. scotian , to shoot (intr.), 
sc&otan (tr.)], v.i. (past and p.p. shot) 
To dart or rush (out, etc.) swiftly; to 
sprout, to extend in growth; to protrude, 
jut out; to discharge a missile; to hunt 
game, etc., thus. v.t. To propel, let fly, 
discharge; to cause (a weapon) to dis¬ 
charge a missile; to wound, kill, or hunt 
thus. ». A young branch or sprout; an 
inclined plane, a chute, a rapid; a place 
where rubbish can be shot; a shooting- 
party, or expedition, shooting, n. Act 
of discharging fire-arms or arrows; land 
rented for shooting game; the right to 
shoot over an estate, etc. shooting-box, 
n. A lodge for use during the shooting 
season. 

shop (shop) [A.-S. sceoppa , stall], n. A 
building in which goods are sold by retail; 











shore 


385 


Shrovetide 


a building in which a manufacture, craft, 
or repairing is carried on; (Jig.) one’s 
business, or talk about this. v.i. To visit 
shops for purchasing goods, shop¬ 
keeper, ». The owner of a shop, a retail 
tradesman, shoplifter, n. One who 
steals from a shop under pretence of 
purchasing, shop-walker, n. One en- 
ployed In a large shop to direct customers, 
etc. shopping, n. shoppy, a. 
shore (1 j (shor) [A.-8. score , from seeran , to 
shear], n. The land on the borders of the 
sea, a lake, etc. 

shore (2) [?], n. A prop; a support for a 
building or vessel on the stocks. v.t. 
To support with shores. 

Short (short) [A.-8. sceort], a. Not long 
in time or space; not tall, brief; deficient, 
scanty, in want (of), brief, abrupt, curt; 
crumbling or breaking easily; not pro¬ 
longed, unaccented (of vowels and syll¬ 
ables); not in band (of stocks, etc.), ado. 
Abruptly, at once; so as to be short or 
deficient, n. A short syllable, vowel, or 
mark (**); (pi.) knee-breeches, short¬ 
coming, n. A failure of performance of 
duty, etc.; a falling short of supply, etc. 
shorthand, n. A Ry c r.em of contracted 
writing used for reporting, etc. short- 
handed. a. Short of workmen, helpers, 
etc. shorthorn, n. One of s breed of 
cattle wjtb short horns, shortage, n. 
A deficiency; the amount of this. 
Shorten, v.t. To make short In time, 
extent, eto.; to reduce the amount of 
(sail spread), v.i. To contract, shorten¬ 
ing, n. shortly, adv. 

Shot (1) (shot) [A.-S. as SHOOTl, n. A solid 
missile for a fire-arm, a bullet; tbe act 
of shooting; the distance reached by a 
missile, tbe range of a fire-arm, bow, etc.; 
a marksman, an attempt to guess, etc. 
p.f. (p.p. shotted) To load or weight 
with shot, shot-gun, n. A light gun 
for firing small-shot, shot silk : Silk 
with warp and weft of different colours, 
shot (2» [SOOT (1 )], n. A reckoning, 
shoulder (shfil'dAr) [A.-S. sculdor ), n. The 
part of the body at which the arm, fore¬ 
leg, or wing is attached to the trunk ; any¬ 
thing resembling a shoulder; (pi.) the 
upper part of the back. «.t. To push 
with the shoulder; to jostle; to take on 
one’s shoulders, shoulder-blade, -bone, 
n. The scapula. 

shout (shout) [?], n. A loud and sudden 
call of joy, triumph, or the like. v.i. To 
utter a loud cry or call; to speak at the 
top of one’s voice, v.t. To utter with a 
shout; to say at th* top of one’s voice, 
shove (shuv) [A.-S. «c<2/an], v. To push 
forcibly along; to push against, to jostle, 
n. A strong push. 

shovel (shuvl) [A.-S. scoff ], n. A wide blade 
with a handle for shifting loose material. 
v.t. To shift or gather together with a 
shovel, shovelful, n. 
show, shew (sho) [A.-S. sceawian], v.t. 
(past and p.p. shown, ^showed) To 
cause or allow to be seen, to exhibit, 

13 


expose, reveal, to bestow, offer; to 
make clear, explain, prove. v.i. To 
become visible or noticeable, to appear- 
to have a specified appearance, n. The act 
of showing; outward appearance; display 
parade; a spectacle, a display, entertain¬ 
ment, exhibition, showman, n. The 
manager or proprietor of a circus, etc. 
shower (1), n. showy, a. showily.* 
adv. J 

shower (2) (shou'Ar) [A.-S. icflr], n. A 
short fall of rain, hail, etc., or of bullets or 
other missiles; a copious supply (of), v.t. 
To discharge or deliver in a shower, v.i. 
To fall in a shower, showery, a. 
shrapnel (shrap'nAl) [inventor], n. Bul¬ 
lets enclosed in a shell with a charge for 
bursting and spreading, 
shred (shred) [A.-S. screade ], n. A rag 
a fragment, a bit. v.t. To tear or cut 
into shreds, shreddy, a. 
shrew (shroo) [A.-S. screawa , shrew- 
mouse], n. A bad-tempered, scolding 
woman, a virago; a shrew-mouse, shrew- 
mouse, n. A small nocturnal insecti¬ 
vorous mammal, shrewish, a. 
shrewd (shrood) [M. E. schrewed , cursed, 
as preo.], a. Astute, discerning, shrewdly! 
adv. 

shriek (shrSk) [screech], v.i. To utter a 
sharp, inarticulate cry, to scream, to 
screech, an lo a sudden fright, v.t. To 
utter with a shriek, n. A sharp, shrill 
Inarticulate cry. 

shrievalty (shre'vAl-ti) [sheriff, -alty as 
in commonalty], n. The office or juris¬ 
diction of a sheriff; the tenure of this, 
shrift (shrift) [A.-S. scrift ], n. Confession 
to a priest; absolution, 
shrike (sbrik) [A.-S. scric], n. A bird 
feeding on insects and small birds; the 
butcher bird. 

shrill <shrii) [Teut.], a. High-pitched and 
piercing in tone, sharp; importunate, 
shrilly, adv. 

shrimp (shrimp) [A.-S.], n. A slender 
long tailed edible crustacean; a dwarfish 
person. 

shrine (shrin) [A.-S. serin], n. A casket 
in which sacred relics were deposited; a 
tomb, altar, etc., of special sanctity; a 
place hallowed by its associations, 
shrink (shrink) [A.-8. scrincan ], v.i. (past 
shrank, p.p. shrunk, part.a. shrunken) 
To grow smaller, to shrivel; to give way; 
to fiinch. v.t. To make smaller, shrink¬ 
age, n. shrinkingly, adv. 
shrive (shriv) [A.-S. serif an, from L. 
scribere, to write], v.t. (*past shrove, 
•p.p. shriven) To receive the confession 
of, impose penance on, and absolve; to 
confess (oneself) and receive absolution, 
shrivel (shrivl) [Scand.], v. To contract, 
wither, become wrinkled, 
shroud (shroud) [A.-S. scrud ], n. A 
winding sheet; anything that covers or 
conceals; (pi.) ropes extending from the 
lower mast-heads to the ship’s sides to 
steady the masts. 

Shrovetide (shrSv'tld), n. The period 
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before Lent. Shrove Tuesday: The 
day before Ash Wednesday. 

6hrub (1) (shrub) [Arab, shar&b ], n. A 
drink composed of sweetened fruit-juice 
with spirit. 

shrub (2) [A.-S. scrybb], n. A woody plant 
smaller than a tree with branches pro¬ 
ceeding directly from the ground, shrub¬ 
bery, n. A plantation of shrubs. 

shrubby, a 

shrug (shrug) [Scand.], v. To draw up 
(the shoulders) to express dislike, doubt, 
etc. n. This gesture, 
shudder (shud'6r) [Teut.], v.i. To shiver 
suddenly as with fear; to quake, n. A 
sudden shiver or trembling, 
shuffle (shufl) [scuffle], v.t. To shift to 
and fro or from one to another; to mix 
(up>, to throw into disorder; to put aside, 
to throw (off or on), v.i. To change the 
relative positions of cards in a pack; to 
prevaricate; to move with a dragging gait, 
n. The act of shuffling; a general change 
of position; a prevarication, shuffler, 
n. shufflingly, adv. 

shun (shun) [A.-S. scunian], v.t. To avoid, 
eschew, keep clear of. 

shunt (shfint) [M.E. shunten, A.-S. scyndan, 
to hasten], v.t. To turn (a train) on to a 
side track, v.i. To turn off on to a side 
track (of a train, etc.), shunter, n. 
shut (shut) [A.-S. scyttan ], v.t. To close by 
means of a door, lid, cover, etc.; to bar 
(out), to keep from entering or partici¬ 
pating In. v.i. To become closed; to 
come together (of teeth, scissor-blades, 
etc.), shutter, n. A cover for fastening 
over a window to exclude light, burglars, 
etc.; a device for cutting off light to a 
photographic lens. 

shuttle (shutl) [A.-S. scyttel ], n. A con¬ 
trivance used by weavers for passing 
the thread of the weft between the 
threads of the warp; the sliding holder 
carrying the lower thread in a sewing- 
machine. shuttlecock, n. A cork stuck 
with feathers which is struck to and fro 
in the game of battledore and shuttlecock, 
shy (1) (shl) [A.-S. sceoh], a. Timid; 
bashful, coy; cautious, suspicious; watch¬ 
ful (of); elusive, v.i. To start aside 
suddenly (of a horse), n. The act of 
shying, shyly, adv. 

shy (2) [?], v. To fling, to throw, n. The 
act of shying. 

Siamese (si-&-mez') [-ESE], a. Pertaining 
to Siam. n. A native of Siam; the 
language. 

sibilant (sib'i-l&nt) [L. sibilans , hissing], 
a. Hissing, n. A letter with a hissing 
sound, as s or z. sibilate, v. sibila'tion, 
n. 

sibyl (sib'il) [G-r. Sibulla], n. A prophetess, 
a sorceress; a gipsy, an old hag. sibyl¬ 
line (si-bil'in), a. Pertaining to a sibyl; 
prophetic, oracular, mysterious. 
sic (sik) [L.], adv. Thus, so (after a doubt¬ 
ful word to indicate that it is quoted 
exactly). 

Siccative (sik'a-tiv) [late L. siccdtivus, from 1 


L. siccdre , to dry, from siccus, dry], a. 
Drying, causing to dry. 
sick (sik) [A.-S. sSoc], a. HI, in bad health; 
inclined to vomit; feeling disturbed, pining 
(for, etc.); sicken, v.i. To grow ill, to 
show symptoms of illness, v.t. To make 
sick; to affect with nausea, sickening, a. 
sickly, a. Hahitually Indisposed, invalid; 
languid, weakly-looking; mawkish, adv. 
In a sick manner, sickness, n. 
sickle (sikl) [A.-S. sicol ], n. A long curved 
blade on a short handle, for reaping, Ic pping, 
etc.; a reaping-hook. 

side (sld) [A.-S. side], n. A bounding 
surface or line, as of a building, room, 
natural object, etc., esp. (list, from the 
top and bottom, or the ends; the part to 
left or right; direction right or left in 
relation to a person or thing; one of two 
opposing parties, views, or causes, v.i. To 
put oneself on the side of. a. Situated at 
or on the side; being from or towards the 
side, oblique. Indirect, side-arms, n.pl. 
Weapons as swords or bayonets carried 
at the side, side-light, n. Light ad¬ 
mitted from the side; an incidental illus¬ 
tration (of a subject, etc.), side-track, 
».<. To shunt; (fig.) to shelve, to defer 
Indefinitely, sidelong, adv. Obliquely; 
laterally, a. Oblique, sideways, adv. 
siding, n. The act of taking sides; a short 
line of metals beside a railway line used 
for shunting, and joining this at one end. 
sidereal (sI-dgr'i-Al) [L. sldus-deris, star], a. 

Pertaining to the stars; starry, 
sidle (sldl) [side, -ling], v.i. To go or move 
sideways. 

siege (sej) [O.P. ult. from L. sedes, seat], n. 
The process of besieging or the state of 
being besieged; the operations to compel 
a fortified place to surrender, siege- 
train, n. Artillery, etc., carried by an 
army for siege purposes, 
sienna (si-en'a) [(earth of) Siena], n. A 
brownish-yellow pigment composed of a 
native clay coloured with iron and 
manganese. 

sierra (si-er'a) [Sp., from L. serra, saw], n. 

A long serrated mountain-chain, 
siesta (si-es'ta) [Sp., from L. sexta bora, 
sixth hour], n. A short midday sleep, 
sieve (siv) [A.-S. sife], n. An instrument 
for separating the finer particles of sub¬ 
stances from the coarser by means of 
meshes through which the former pass, 
sift (sift) [A.-S. siftan ], v.t. To separate 
into finer and coarser particles with a 
sieve; to sprinkle (flour, etc.) as with a 
sieve; to examine minutely, 
sigh (si) [A.-S. slcan ], v.i. To draw a deep, 
long respiration, as in grief, etc.; to yearn 
(for), n. The act or sound of sighing, 
sight (sit) [A.-S. gesihth ], n. The faculty or 
act of seeing; range of vision; point of 
view, estimation; visibility; a display, a 
show; a strange object; a device on a 
fire-arm, etc., enabling one to direct it 
accurately, v.t. To get sight of, to espy; 
to adjust the sights of; to aim bv means 
of sights, sightless, o. Wanting sight, 
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blind, sightly, a. Pleasing to the eye, 
not unsightly. 

sign (sin) [L. signum\ n. A mark ex¬ 
pressing a particular meaning; a symbol; 
a symptom or proof (of); a secret formula, 
a gesture by which confederates recognize 
each other; a device displayed as a token 
of a trade, esp. by inn-keepers; one of 
twelve ancient divisions of the zodiac. 
v.t. To mark with a sign or signature, 
initials, v.i. To write one’s name as 
signature, signpost, n. A mark of 
direction at cross-roads, etc.; a post 
supporting a sign. 

signal isig'nAl t [F., as foil], n. A sign con¬ 
veying information, esp. to persons at a 
distance, v.t. To convey by signals. 
v.i. To make signals, a. Distinguished 
from the rest, noteworthy, signal-box, 
n. A room or hut from which railway 
signals are operated, signalize, v.t. 
To make remarkable. 

signature (sig'na-chhr) [F., from L. 
signare , to sign], n. The name, initials, or 
mark of a person written with his own 
hand; a distinguishing letter or number at 
the bottom of the first page of each sheet 
of a book; a significant mark, sign, or 
stamp, signatory, a. Bound by signa¬ 
ture. n. One who signs, esp. as repre¬ 
senting a State. 

signet (sig'net) [F., dim of signe, SIGN], n. 
A small seal, signet-ring, n. A finger- 

ring set with a seal. 

signify (sig'ni-fi) [SIGN, -FT], v.t. To make 
known, to communicate, announce; to 
be a sign of, to denote; to matter, v.i. To 
be of consequence, significance, -icancy, 
n. The quality of being significant, expres¬ 
siveness; real import; moment, conse¬ 
quence. significant, a. 

signor (se'nyor), -norm (-nyor'A), 

-norina (-nyh-re'nh) [It., as SENIOR], n. 

Titles corresponding to sir, madam, Mr., 
Mrs., and Miss. 

silence (sl'lens) [L. silentium ], n. The 
state of being silent, taciturnity, stillness; 
secrecy; absence of mention, oblivion. 

v.t. To make silent, esp. by conclusively 
refuting; to stop from sounding; to com¬ 
pel to cease firing, silencer, n. A device 
for reducing or muffling noise, silent, a. 
Not making any sound, noiseless, still; 
not pronounced (of a letter), silently, adv. 
silex (sl'leks) [L., flint], n. Flint; silica, 
silhouette (sil-u-et') [Etienne de Silhouette 
(1709-67)], n. A portrait in profile in 
black on a white ground; an outline as 
seen against the light or as a shadow, 
silica (sil'i-kA) [as silex], n. A hard, crys¬ 
talline silicon dioxide, occurring in sand, 
flint, quartz, etc. silicate, n. A Balt of 
silicic acid, siliceous (-lish'us), silicic 
(-lis'ik), a. silici-, silico-, comb. form. 
silicon, n. A non-metallic element next 
to oxygen the most abundant of the 
elements. 

silk (silk) [A.-S. seolc], n. A fine, soft, 
glossy fibre spun by the larvae of certain 
moths and by some spiders,; cloth made 


of silk; garments made of this. a. Made 
of silk, silken, silkworm, n. The larva 
of Bambyx mori which encloses Its chrysalis 
in a cocoon of silk, silken, a. silky, a. 
Like silk, glossy ; silken, 
sill (sil) [A.-S. aylt] % n. A block forming a 
basis or foundation, esp. a slab of timber or 
stone at the foot of a door or window, 
sillabub (sii'a-bub) [?], n. A dish of wine 
or cider mixed with cream, 
silly (sil'i) [A.-S. s&ltg, fortunate], a. 
Foolish, weak-minded ; unwise, imprudent; 
imbecile, sillily, adv. silliness, n. 
silt (silt) [M.O. silte y Norw. sylta, salt- 
marsh], n. Fine Rediment deposited by 
water, v.t. To choke with silt, 
silver (sil'vAr) [A.-S. seolfor] t n. A precious 
metal of a lustrous white colour; utensils 
made of this; silver coin. a. Made of or 
resembling silver; soft and clear in tone. 
v.t. To coat with silver or with tin-foil 
amalgamated with quicksilver; to give a 
silvery lustre to. silver fir: A tall 
species of fir with silvery bark, silver-gilt, 
a. Silverware gilded, silver plate: Silver¬ 
ware. silver-side, n. The upper and 
choicer part of a round of beef, silver¬ 
ware, ». Articles of silver, esp. table 
utensils, silvery, o. 

Simla (sim'i-a) [L., ape], n. (pi. -miae). 
A geDus of anthropoid apes containing 
the orang-utan. simian, a. and n. 
simioid, a. 

similar (sim'i-lar) [L. similis , like], a. 
Like resembling (each other); alike; 
(Oeom.) made up of the same number of 
parts arranged in the same manner, 
similarity, n. similarly, adv. simile 
(sim'i-li), n. A comparison of two things 
which have some strong point of resem¬ 
blance, esp. a poetical figure, similitude, 
n. Likeness, outward appearance; com¬ 
parison, metaphor, counterpart, 
simmer (sim'Ar) [?], v.i. To boil gently; 
to be just below boiling-point, 
simnel (sim"n61) [O.F. simenel t from L. 
simila, the finest wheat flour], n. A rich 
cake eaten on Mid-Lent Sunday, Easter, 
and Christmas Day. 

simony (sl'm6-ni) [Simon Magus (Acts viii. 
18)], n. The buying or selling of eccle¬ 
siastical preferment. 

simoom (si-moom') [Arab. sarnUm ], n. A 
hot dry wind of Arabia and N. Africa, 
simper (sim'pAr) [Scand.], v.i. To smile 
in an affected manner, n. An affected 
smile or smirk. 

simple (simpl) [L. simplex , onefold], a. 
Consisting of only one thing; not sub¬ 
divided, elementary; not complex, 
elaborate, adorned, or sumptuous; plain, 
of low degree; trifling; unaffected, artless, 
sincere; clear; silly, ignorant; mere, n . 
Something not mixed; a medicinal herb or 
a medicine made from it. simpleton, n. 
A silly, gullible, or feeble-minded person, 
simplicity (-plis'i-ti), n. sim'plify, v.t. 
To make simple or simpler, simplification, 
n. simply, adv. 

simulacrum (sim-u-la-krum) [L., as foil.] 
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(pi. -era). An image; a mere pretence, a 
sham. 

simulate (sim'u-lfifc) [L. si mu lattes, p.p. of 
simulare, from sxmilis, similar], v.t. To 
assume the likeness of; to counterfeit, to 
put on, to mimic, simula'tion, n. 
sim ulative, o. simulator, n. 
simultaneous (sim-ul-ta'ne-Cis) [L. simul , 
together, ANEOUS], a. Happening or 
done at the same time, simultaneously, 
adv. 

sin (sin) [A.-S. synn], n. Trangression of 
duty, morality, or the law of God; wicked¬ 
ness, a transgression, v.i. To commit 
sin; to offend (against), sinful, a. sin¬ 
fully, adv. sinfulness, n. sinner, n. 
sinapism (sin'a- pUm • [Ur. tmepi, mustard], 
n. A mustard plaster, 
since (sins) (M.B. tuhens, A.-S. siththan ], 
adv. After or from • time specified or 
implied till now, at some time after such 
a time and before now, before now, ago. 
prep. Prom the time of, throughout the 
time after, eonj. Prom the time that or 

when. inasmuch as, because, 
sincere ism-sdr') (L. stnefrus], a. Being 
in reality as in appearance; not feigned, 
honest, frank, sincerity (-ser'i-d), n. 
sinciput (^sin'si-put) [L. semi-, caput, 
head], n. The upper part of the bead, 
sine (>ln) [L. stmi*, curve], n. ( T*tg .) The 
straight line drawn from one extremity of 
an arc perpendicular to r.he diameter passing 
through the other extremity, 
sinecure (sf'ne-kur» (1. «t ne cum, without 
care], a. Any paid office with few or no 
duties attached. 

sinew <sin ii; [A.-fl. etnu], *»• A tendon, a 
fibrous cord connecting muscle and bone; 
(pi.) muscles, strength, sinewy, o. 
sing (sing) [A.-S. singan), o.i. ( past sang, 
p.p sung) To utter words In a tuneful 
manner, to make vocal melody; to emit 
sweet sounds, to compose poetry, o.t. 
To utter Id a tuneful melodious manner; 
to celebrate in verse, to accompany, greet, 
acclaim, etc., with singing, 
singe (sinj) [A.-S. sengan ]. v.t. To burn 
slightly, to burn the surface or tips of, 
to scorch, a. A slight burn, 
single (singl) [L. singuli, one by one], a. 
Consisting of one only; Individual, 
separate, unaided, unmarried; not com¬ 
pound or complicated, n. A single 
round, game, a hit for one run, etc. v.t. 
To pick out from among others, single- 
handed. a. Done without assistance. 
adv. Without assistance. single- 
minded, a. Free from duplicity, 
single-stick, n. A long stick for fencing, 
singlet (sing'gldt), n. An under-shirt, a 
vest singly, adv. 

singsong (sing'song) [SING, SONG], a. 
Sung, recited, etc., monotonously, n. 
Monotonous cadence or rhythm; an 
impromptu concert. 

singular (sing'gu-lAr) [L. singuldris, as 
SINGLE], a. Single, standing alone, strange, 
remarkable, distinguished; peculiar, odd; 
(Oram.) denoting or referring to one only. 


n. The singular number, singularity, 
n. singularly, adv. 

sinister (sin'is-ter) [L., left], a. (Her.) On 
the left side (of a shield, etc.), the side to 
the right of the observer; inauspicious; ill- 
looking, malignant. 

sink (sink) [A.-S. tincan ], v.i. (past sank, 
p.p. sunk, part.a. sunken) To descend, 
to fall gradually; to disappear below the 
surface or the horizon; to decline to a lower 
level of health, morals, etc.; to droop, 
despond; to become shrunken or hollow. 
v.t. To cause to sink; to submerge, 
to send below the surface; to exca¬ 
vate. n. A basin or trough for 
receiving waste water, etc.; a receptacle 
for filth (usu. fig.), sinker, n. One 
who or that which sinks; a weight used 
to sink a fishing-line, net, eto. sinking- 
fund, n. A fund set aside for the reduction 
of a public debt. 

Sinn Fein (shin-fin') [Gael., ourselves], n. 
An Irish national party formed in 1905 by 
the coalescence of the Irish separatist 
organizations. Sinn Feiner, n. A 
member of Sinn Fein. 

sinology (sl-nol'd-ji) [Gr. Sinas , -LOOT], n. 
knowledge of the Chinese language, 
literature, eto. sinol ogist, sin ologue, n. 

sinuate (sin'fl-an [L. nnadtus, curved], a. 
Bendiug, winding in and out. sin'uou 9 , a. 
Bending in and out; winding. 

sinus (sl'nOe) [L., e curve], n. A cavity, 
esp. in bone or tissue. 

sip (sip) [A.-8. sypxan], v. To drink in 
small quantities, n. A very small 
draught of liquid, sippet, n. A small 
piece of toast or bread served with soup, 
mince, etc. 

siphon (sl'fdn) (Gr. tiphfin , pipe], n. A 
curved tube having one hranob longer than 
the other, used for conveying liquid over 
the edge of a cask, eto. . a siphon-bottle. 
v. To convey or flow by a siphon. 

sir (s5r) [SI HE], n. A term of courteous or 
formal address to a man; a title prefixed 
to the aarnes of baronets and knights. 

sirdar (sdr'dar) [Hind], n. ( E./nd .) A 
chieftain , < Egypt ) the commander-ln-chief 
of the army. 

sire (sir) [O.F., L. SENIOR], n. A title used 
in addressing a king; a father; the male 
parent of a beast. 

siren (sl'rCn) (L. Gr. seirtn], n. (Or. Myth.) 
A sea-nymph, half-woman and half bird, 
who lured sailors to shipwreck by singing; 
a seductive woman, a sweet singer; an 
apparatus for producing a loud sound from 
steam or compressed air. a. Bewitch¬ 
ing, fascinating. 

sirloin (sdr'loin) [O.F., stir, over, longe, 
loin], n. The upper part of the icin of beef. 

sirocco (si-rok'd) [It., Arab, sharq, east], n. 
A hot oppressive wind blowing from 
northern Africa. 

sirrah (sir'A) [as SIRE], n. Sir (in anger or 
contempt). 

siskin (sis'kin) [Teut.], n. A small migra¬ 
tory song-bird allied to the goldfinch. 

sister (sis'ter) [A.-S. sweoster], n. A 
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female born of the same parents as another; 
a female member of the same society, 
community, etc., esp. of a religious 
community; a qualified slck-nurse. 
sister-in-law, n. A husband’s or wife’s 
sister; a brother’s wife, sisterhood, n. 
The state of being a sister; a community 
of women, sisterlike, -ly, o. 

•it (sit) [A.-S. sittan], v.i. To set oneself or 
be in a resting posture on the buttocks; 
to be in a resting posture (of birds and 
beasts)* to coyer eggs, to brood; to be 
situated; to fit (of clothes); to pose (for 
one’s portrait); to hold a session to 
occupy a seat on a deliberative body, in 
judgment, etc., to encamp (before), v.t. 
To set, to place (oneself) in a seat, to 
hold a sitting position on (a horse, etc.), 
sitting, o. and n. The action of the verb; 
a session; the time one sits; a seat in a 
church; a clutch of eggs for hatching, 
sitting-**oom, a. A parlour; room or 
space for persons Kitting, 
site (sit) [L. siius\ n. Situation; ground 
on which a building stands, has stood, or 
will stand. 

situated, ‘situate (sit'fi-a-t6d, -At) [late 
L. situdtus, located], a. Placed or being 
in a specified situation, condition, or re¬ 
lation. situation, n. The place in 
which something is situated; position of 
affairs, esp. a critical juncture; a paid 
office, esp. of a domestic servant, 
sitz-bath (sits'bath) [Q-. ritzen, to sit. BATH], 
n. A bath in which one sits; a bath taken 
thus. 

•ix (siks) [A.-S.], a. One more than fire, 
n. This number, the symbol representing 
it. 6, ri. sixain, n. A six-line stanza, 
sixfold, a. and adv. sixpence, n. An 
English silver coin of the value of 6ix 
pennies, sixpenny, a. Worth or priced 
at sixpence, sixshooter, n. A six- 
chambered revolver, sixteen', a. Con¬ 
sisting of six and ten. n. This number, 
the symbol representing it, 16, xvi. 
sixteenmo, n. Sextodecimo, sixteenth, 
a. and n. sixth, o. Next in order after 
the fifth; being one of six equal parts, n. 
A sixth part; the sixth form in a school, 
sixthly, adv. sixty, o. Ten times six. 
n. This number, the symbol representing 
it, 60, lx. six tieth, a. and n. 
sizar (si'zAr) [size (1) -er], n. A student 
at Cambridge University or Trinity College, 
Dublin, who pays reduced fees, 
size (1) (slz) [ASSIZE], n. Measurement, 
extent; a standard grade of garments and 
other things according to relative dimen¬ 
sions. v.t. To arrange according to size; 
to cut to a required size, sized, a. (usu. 
in comb, as small-sited). 
size (2) [It. iwfl], n. A gelatinous solution 
used to glaze surfaces, stiffen fabrics, etc. 
v.t. To treat with size, sizy, a. sizi- 
ness, n. 

sizzle (sizl) [imit.], v.i . To make a hissing 
noise as of frying. 

skate (1) (skat) [Icel. skata], ». A fish 
with a long, pointed snout. 


skate (2) [Dut, schaats ], n. a steel 
blade or runner attached under the boot to 
enable one to glide over ice. v.i. To 
move over ice, etc., on skates, 
skein (skAn) [O.F. escaigne\ n. A quantity 
of yarn, etc., wound in a coil, folded over, 
and knotted. 

skeleton (skel'e-tdn) [dr., a mummy], n. 
The supporting or protective framework 
of an animal or vegetable body, comprising 
bones, cartilage, shell, and other rigid 
parts; the supporting framework of any 
structure; the nucleus (of an organiza¬ 
tion); an outline or rough draft, 
skep (skep) [Icel. skeppa], n. A basket 
of wicker, wood, etc.; a straw or wicker 
beehive. 

skerry (sker'i) [Icel. sker], n. A rocky 
islet. 

sketch (skech) [Q-r. schedios , off-hand], n 
A rough, unfinished, or tentative delinea¬ 
tion; a preliminary study, an outline; a 
play, or literary or musical composition, 
etc., of a slight character, v.t To make a 
sketch of, to present in outline, v.i. To 
make a sketch or sketches, sketchy, o. 
sketchily, adv. 

skewbald (skfi'bald), a. Piebald with white 
and another colour than black, 
skewer (sku'er) [var. of obs. skiver , shiver 
(1)], n. A pin for holding meat together. 
vX. To fasten or pierce with a skewer, 
ski (sh§) [Norw.], ». {pi. skis) A long 
narrow snow-shoe. v.i. To progress on 
skis, ski-ing, pres.p. 
skiagraphy (akl-Ag'ra-fi) [dr. skia, shadow, 
-GRAPHY], n. The art of drawing objects 
with correct shading; a photograph by 
ROntgen rays, ski agraph, n. A photo¬ 
graph by Rbntgen rays, 
skid (skid) r?], n. A drag or other device 
acting as a brake; a slip on muddy ground. 
v.t. To check or brakd with a skid, 'v.i . 
(of wheels or vehicles) To slip sideways; 
to revolve rapidly without progressing, 
skiff (skif) £F. esquif], n. A small light 
boat. 

skill (skil) [Icel. skil t discernment], n. 
Familiar knowledge of any art or science 
combined with dexterity; expertness, 
skilful, a. skilled, a. 
skillet (skil'At) [O.F. escuellette , as SCUTTLE 
(1)], n. A metal pan or kettle, with a 
long handle, for boiling water, etc. 
skilly, skilligalee (skil'i, -ga-18') [?], n. 
Thin broth or gruel. 

skim (skim) [SCUM], v.t. To clear or take 
the scum, cream, etc., from the surface of 
a liquid; to touch lightly or nearly touch; 
to read superficially, v.i. To pass lightly 
and rapidly over or along a surface, 
skim-milk, n. Milk from which the 
cream has been skimmed, 
skimp (skimp) [Scand.], v.t. To stint (a 
person, provisions, etc.), v.i. To be 
stingy. 

skin (skin) [Icel. skinri], n. The' natural 
outer covering of an animal body; the 
hide; the outer layer of a fruit, eto. v.t. 
To strip the skin from, to flay, to peel* 
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skinny, a. Consisting only of skin, very 
lean. 

• dp (skip) [Scand.], v.i. To move 
about by shifting rapidly from one foot to 
another; to gambol; to pass rapidly from 
oie thing to another; to make omissions, 
n. A light leap or spring, esp. from one 
fo )t to the other. 

• ipper (skip'6r) [Dut. ichipper (schip, 
ship, -ER)], n. The master of a merchant 

skirl (skSrl) [So., shrill], v.t. To make a 
shrill noise like that of the bagpipes; to 
shriek. 

skirmish (skfir'mish) [O.P. eskermir, to 
fence], a. A fight between small parties; 
a desultory combat; a light contest, v.t. 
To fight in a slight, desultory, or pre¬ 
liminary way. 

S?tirt (sk6rt) [Icel. skyrta, shirt], n. The 
part of a garment hanging below the waist; 
a woman’s outer garment like a petticoat; 
a border, margin; {pi.) the outer parts. 
v.t. To lie or go along or by the edge of; 
to border, v.t. To lie on the border or 
outskirts. 

.skit (skit) [?], n. A lampoon, burlesque. 
Skittish (skit'ish) [?], a. Easily frightened 
(of horses); capricious, coquettish, lively. 
Skittle (skitl) [Dan. skyttet, J, n. One of the 
pins thrown at in ninepins; (pi.) the game 
of ninepins. 

skua (sku'a) [Scand., duskv], n. A dark- 
coloured predatory sea-bira. 
skulk (skulk) [Dan.], v.i. To lurk; to lie 
concealed, to move about furtively; to 
sneak away, skulker, n. 
skull (skul) [M.E. skulle, cogn. with SCALE 
(2)], ». The bony case enclosing the brain, 
the cranium, skull-cap, n. A brimless 
cap fitting closely to the head, 
fkunk (skunk) [Algonkin segongw ], «. A 
N. American weasel which when irritated 
ejects a fetid secretion; (Jig.) a low fellow. 
Sky (ski) [Icel.], n. The apparent vault of 
heaven, the upper region of the atmo¬ 
sphere; a climate; (pi.) the celestial 
regions, sky-high, a. or adv. Very high, 
sky-lark, n. A lark that dies singing high 
into the air. v.i. (slang) To lark, to play 
practical jokes, etc. skylight, n. A win¬ 
dow set in a roof, skyey, a. skyward, 
a. and adv. 

slab (sl&b) [?], «. A thin, flat, regularly- 
shaped pieef* of anything, 
slack (siak) [A.-S. sleac ], o. Not drawn 
tight; limp, careless, not zealous, eager, 
or active, adv. In a slack manner; in¬ 
sufficiently. n. The part of a rope that 
hangs loose; small coal; (pi.) overall 
trousers, v. To slacken, slack-water, 
n. The interval between the flux and the 
reflux of the tide, slacken, v.i . To be¬ 
come slack; slacker, n. 
slag (slag) [Scand.], n. The dross separ¬ 
ated in the reduction of ores; volcanic 
scoria, slaggy, a. 

6lake (sl5k) [A.-S. slacian ], v.t. To quench, 
satisfy, appease; to mix (lime) with water, 
slam (slum) [imit.], v.t. To shut suddenly 


with a loud noise; to put (a thing down) 
thus; (whist, etc.) to beat by winning every 
trick, n. A noise as of the violent shut¬ 
ting of a door. 

slander (slan'dAr) rO.F. esclander, as SCAN¬ 
DAL], n. A false report maliciously 
uttered; defamation, v.t. To defame 
falsely, slanderer, n. slanderous, a. 
slang (slang) [prob. Norw. sleng, slinging], 
n. Words or language used colloquially 
but not regarded as correct English; the 
special language of a class, jargon, v.t. 
To use slang to; to abuse, slangy, a. 
slant (slant) [?], v.i. To slope; to incline 
from the vertical or horizontal, v.t. To 
cause to slant, o. Sloping, oblique. ». 
A slope; inclination from the vertical or 
horizontal. 

slap (slap) [imit.], v.t. To strike with the 
open hand, to smack, n. Such a blow. 
adv. Suddenly, plump, bang, 
slash (slash) [O.F. esclachier], v.t. To cut 
by striking violently at random; to make 
gashes in, to slit. v.i. To strike (at) 
violently and at random with a knife, 
sword, etc.; to lash (out at), n. A long 
cut, slit, or incision; a slashing out. 
slat (slat) [?], n. A thin narrow strip of 
wood, used In Venetian blinds, crates, etc. 
slate (slat) [O.F. ssclat , from esclater, to 
break to pieces], n. A fine-grained lami¬ 
nated rock easily splitting into thin slabs; 
a piece of this for use as a roofing-tile, 
writing-tablet, etc. v.t. To cover or roof 
with slates; to criticize savagely, to abuse, 
to berate, slaty, a. 

slattern (sl&t'ern) [obs. slatter , to be un¬ 
tidy], n. An untidy or sluttish woman, 
slatternly, a. 

slaughter (slaw'tfer) [Icel. sldtr, cogn. with 
SLAT], n. Wholesale or indiscriminate loll¬ 
ing, carnage; the killing of beasts for 
market, v.t. To kill wantonly, to mas¬ 
sacre; to kill for the market. 

Slav (slav, sl&v) [L. Slavus, Sclavus , or Gx. 
sklabos , sklabenos, from Slavonic], n. One 
of an Aryan race comprising the Russians, 
Poles, Serbo-Croatians, Bulgarians, Slo¬ 
venes, etc. a. Slavonic. Slavic, a. 
Slavonic; the Slavonic language. Slavo'- 
nian, a. Pertaining to the Slav race. n. 
The Slav language; a member of the Slav 
race. Slavon'ic, a. and n. 
slave (sl5v) [L. sclavus, a SLAV captive], n. 
One who is the property of another; one 
entirely under the influence (of) or a helpless 
victim (to); a drudge; a mean, abject 
person, v.i. To toil like a slave, 
slaver (1) (sl&v'er), n. One who deals in 
slaves; a slave-ship, slavery, n. 
slaver (2) (sl&v'6r) [Icel. s la fra], v.i. To 
let saliva flow from the mouth, to dribble, 
n. Saliva dribbling from the mouth, 
slavish (sla'vish) [SLAVE, -ISH], o. Pertain¬ 
ing to or characteristic of a slave; servile, 
ignoble; devoid of originality; consisting 
in drudgery, slavishly, adv. 
slay (sla) [A.-S. sliari], v.t. ( past slew, 
p.p. slain) To put to death, to kill, 
slayer, n. 
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sled (sled), sledge (1) (slej) [M.B. sleds], 
to. A vehicle on runners used on snow or 
ice; a sleigh; a toboggan, 
sledge (2) [A.-S. slecge], to. The heavy 
two-handed hammer of a blacksmith. 
Sleek (slSk) [Icel. slikr], a. Smooth, glossy; 
(Jig.) unctuous, smooth-spoken, v.t. To 
make (hair, etc.) sleek; sleekly, adv. 
sleeky, a. 

sleep (sl5p) [A.-S. sl&pari], v.i. (past and 
p.p. slept) To take rest in sleep, to be 
asleep; to be Inactive or in abeyance; to 
spin so as to seem motionless (of a top). 
v.t. To rest in (sleep); to lodge, n. A 
state of rest in which consciousness is 
almost entirely suspended, sleeper, to. 
One who sleeps; a wooden beam or other 
support for rails on a railway, etc. sleep¬ 
less, a. sleeplessness, n. sleepy, a. 
Inclined to sleep, drowsy; indolent, habit¬ 
ually inactive; (of pears, etc.) beginning 
to decay, sleepily, adv. sleepiness, n. 
sleet (slet) [Teut.], n. Hail or snow mixed 
with rain. v.i. To snow or hail with rain, 
sleety, a. 

sleeve (slev) [A.-S. slyf], n. The part of a 
garment that covers the arm; a cylindrical 
sheath, sleeved, a. Having sleeves, 
sleigh (sla) [sled], n. A vehicle mounted 
on runners for driving over snow or ice. 
sleight (slit) [Icel. slcegth , as SLY], n. 
Dexterity, skill in manipulating things; a 
trick. 

slender (slen'd6r) [O.P. esclendre ], a. 
Small in width as compared with length; 
slim; slight, scanty, meagre; feeble, 
sleuth (slooth) [SLOT (2)], n. A track as 
known by the scent* sleuth-hound, n. 
A bloodhound. 

slice (slls) [O.F. esclice, slit], n. A broad 
thin piece cut off; a part, share; an 
implement for slicing, v.t. To cut (usu. 
up) into broad, thm pieces; to cut (off) 
slices from; to divide, 
slide (slid) [A.-S. slldan], v.i. (past and 
p.p. slid) To move smoothly along a 
surface, to glide, esp. over ice without 
skates; to pass (away, into, etc.) gradually 
or imperceptibly, v.t. To cause to move 
along smoothly, n. A thing or part that 
slides into place; a surface, groove, etc., 
on which a part slides; a shute; ice on 
which persons slide; act of sliding; a 
smooth and easy passage. 

•light (slit) [M.Dut. slicfd], a. Inconsider¬ 
able; small in amount, intensity, etc.; 
paltry, superficial; slim; frail, weak. n. 
An act of disrespect or neglect, v.t. To 
treat as of little importance, to disregard; 
to put a slight upon, slightingly, adv. 
slightly, adv. 

slim (slim) [M.Dut. slim , sly], a. Slender, 
thin, of slight build; (colloq.) cunning, 
crafty, slimness, to. 
slime (slim) [A.-S. slim], n. A soft, viscous 
substance, esp. moist and sticky earth. 
v.t. To smear or cover with slime, slimy, 
a. Consisting of, like, covered with, or 
abounding in slime; slippery; (fig. ) repul¬ 
sively mean or obsequious, slimily, adv. 


sling (sling) [Icel. slyngva], v.t. (past and 
p.p. slung) To hurl, esp. from a sling; 
to suspend in a swing or so as to swing; 
to hoist by a sling, v.i. To hurl missiles 
with a sling; to move swiftly or violently, 
n. A short leather strap with a string at 
each end for hurling a small missile by 
hand; a band or loop for suspending, 
hoisting, or transferring anything; a band 
for supporting an injured limb, 
slink (slink) [A.-S. sfincan ], v.i. (past and 
p.p. slunk) To sneak away in a furtive 
or cowardly manner. 

slip (slip) [M.E. slippen ], v.i. To slide, to 
glide, esp. unintentionally, to miss one’s 
footing; to pass unnoticed, furtively, or 
quickly; to commit a small mistake or 
oversight; to go (along) swiftly, v.t. To 
cause to move in a sliding manner; to let 
loose, to unleash, n. Act or state of 
slipping; an unintentional error, a lapse; 
a garment easily slipped on or off, a pillow¬ 
case; a leash for a dog; an inclined plane 
on which vessels are built, etc.; a narrow 
strip of paper, etc.; a cutting for planting 
or grafting, slipshod, a. Down at heel; 
careless, slovenly, slipper, n. One who 
or that which slips or lets slip; a loose 
shoe for indoors, slippery, a. So smooth, 
muddy, etc., as to cause slipping; elusive, 
shifty, cunning, slippy, a. Quick, wide¬ 
awake. 

slit (slit) [A.-S. slltan ], v.t . To cut length¬ 
ways; to cut into strips, n. A long cut 
or narrow opening. 

sliver (sliver) [dim. of obs. slive, a slip], n. 
A piece of wood, etc., torn off, a splinter. 
v.t. To tear into long, thin pieces, 
slobber (slob'6r) [Dan. schlubbre , to slaver], 
v.i . To let saliva run from the mouth, 
sloe (slfl) [A.-S. ija], to. The wild plum; 
the blackthorn bearing it. 
slog (slog) [?], v. To hit vigorously and 
at random, to. Such a stroke, 
slogan (slo'g&n) [Gael, sluagh, host, gairm t 
outcry], to. The war-cry of the old High¬ 
land clans; a catchword, motto, 
sloop (sloop) [Dut. sloep], to. A fore-and- 
aft rigged vessel with one mast, 
slop (1) (slop) [A.-S. sloppe ], «. Liquid 
carelessly thrown about; (pi.) dirty water; 
liquid food, weak liquors, v.t . To spill 
or allow to overflow; to make sloppy, 
v.t. To overflow the side of a vessel, 
sloppy, o. Wet, splashed, covered with 
puddles; (fig.) slovenly, done carelessly; 
maudlin, sloppily, adv. 
slop (2) [Icel. sloppr], n. (Usu. pi.) Heady-* 
made clothing, etc. 

slope (slop) [as SLIP], n. An inclined direc¬ 
tion, an incline, ground whose surface 
makes an angle with the horizon, v.t. To 
be inclined, to lie obliquely, to slant. v.t 
To place or form with a slope, 
slot (1) (slot) [?], to. A depression or 
opening for some part to fit into; an oblong 
aperture in a «;lot-machine. v.t. To make 
a slot in. 

slot (2) [A.F. and O.F. esclot , as SLEUTH], 
n. The track of a deer. 
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sloth (slSth) [A.-S. slcewth , as SLOW], n. 
Laziness, sluggishness; a S. American 
arboreal mammal, slothful, a. 
slouch (slouch) [leel. slSkr], n. An un¬ 
gainly drooping attitude or movement; a 
downward bend of the hat-brim, an awk¬ 
ward fellow, r.t. To droop or hang down 
carelessly; to stand or move in a negligent 
or ungainly way. 

slough (1) (slou) [A.-S. 8l6h\ n. A bog, 
quagmire. 

slough (2) (slfif) [M.E. sloh ], n. The cast 
skin of a snake, dead tissue separa¬ 
ting from living, a scab. r.l. To cast off 
(a skin, dead tissue, etc.). sloughy 
(sluf'i), a. 

Sloven (slfiv'6n) [M.E. sloveyri], n. One 
who is careless of dress or negligent of 
cleanliness, slovenly, a. 

Slow (slS) [A.-S. slaw], a. Not qaick, 
moving at a low speed; taking a long 
time; not hasty, behind the right time; 
stupid, dull; tedious, adv. Slowly, v.i. 
To slacken speed, to go slower (usu. up or 
down), v.t. To reduce the speed of. 
slowly, adv. slowness, n. 
slow-worm (slo'werm) [A.-S. sld-wyrm] t 
n. A small limbless lizard, the blind- 
worm. 

sludge (sluj) [?], n. Mud, mire, slush, 
slue (sloo) [?], t>. To turn or swing (round, 
etc.) as on a pivot, «. Such a twist. 
Slug (plug) [Scand.], n. A shell-less in¬ 
vertebrate very destructive to plants; a 
roughly-shaped bullet or lump of metal, 
sluggard, n. A person habitually lazy, 
sluggish, a. Habitually lazy, inactive; 
inert, torpid. 

Sluice (sloos) [O. F. esclust , L. exclUsa, flood¬ 
gate, as EXCLUDE], n. A waterway with a 
valve controlling the level of a body of 
water; a flood-gate. v.t. To flood or 
drench by means of a sluice; to let out 
by a sluice. 

slum (slum) [?], n. A low, dirty back 
street. 

slumber (slGm'b&r) [M.E. slumeren , A.-S. 

v.i. To sleep, esp. lightly, n. 
Light sleep, slumberous, a. 
slump (slump) [Scand.], v.i. (pror.) To 
sink suddenly, as through ice; to collapse 
(of prices, prosperity, interest in a matter, 
etc.). «. A heavy decline, a collapse (of 
prices, etc.). 

Slur (slSr) [M.Dut. sleuren , to trail], v.t. 
To speak slightingly of; to pass lightly 
over; to pronounce indistinctly, v.i. To 
speak or articulate indistinctly; to pass 
lightly or slightingly (over), n. A stain, 
a disparagement; a slurring in pronuncia¬ 
tion or singing. 

Slush (slush) [?], n. Liquid mud, sludge; 

half-melted snow; {slang) piffle, slushy, a. 
slut (slflt) [Scand.], n. A dirty, slovenly 
woman, a slattern, sluttish, a. 

Sly (sli) [Icel. slcegr , cogn. with SLAY], a. 
Crafty, stealthily artful; underhand; 
knowing, arch, slyly, adv. 

Smack (1) (sm&k) [A.-S. smcec ], n.. A 
slight taste or flavour; a trace or dash 


(of); a smattering, v.i. To have a taste 
or flavour (of). 

smack (2) [M.Dut. srnacke ], n. A one- 
masted vessel ased In fishing, etc. 
smack (B) [onomat.], n. A smart report 
as a crack of • whip, eto.; a blow with the 
flat of the hand, a slap; a loud kiss. v.t. 
To slap; to separate (the lips) with a 
sharp noise, to crack (a whip), 
small (smawll [A.-S. imusf), o. Deficient 
or relatively Uttle In size, power, number, 
etc.; trifling, petty; of low degree, un- 
retentlous; paltry, mean. adv. Quletly- 
umbly. ». The slender part of any, 
thing, especially of the back, small- 
arms, n.pl. Portable fire-arms, as rifles, 
pistols, etc. small beer: Beer of a mild, 
light quality; {fig.) trivial matters, small 
hours : The time from midnight till 3 or 
4 am. smallpox, n. A contagious, 
feverish disease, characterized by eruptions 
on the skin. 

smart (smart) [A.-S. smvortan], v.i. To 
feel or give a sharp pain, to rankle, adv. 
Smartly, n. A sharp pain, a stinging 
sensation; a feeling of irritation; distress, 
o. Stinging, severe, poignant; lively, 
brisk, acute, ingenious; quick at repartee; 
shrewd; spruce, stylish, smarten, v. 
smartly, adv. 

smash (smAsb) [onomat.], v.t. To break 
to pieces violently, to shatter; (fig.) to 
rout, to crush, v.i. To break to pieces; 
to crash (into), n. A breaking to pieces; 
a collapse, a disaster; bankruptcy, ruin. 
adv. With a smash. 

smatter (sm&t'Gr) [?], v.i. To have a 
slight knowledge of. n. A smattering, 
smattering, n. A slight superficial know¬ 
ledge. 

smear (sm€r) [A.-S. smerien], v.t. To daub 
with anything sticky; to blur. v.i. To 
make a smear; to be blurred, n. A mark 
made by smearing, smeary, a. 
smell (smel) [M.E. smet]. n. The sense 
by which odours are perceived; the sensa¬ 
tion or act of smelling; scent, odour; a 
stench, v.t. (past and p.p. smelt) To 
perceive or inhale the odour of; to detect 
by means of scent; to trace by the scept. 
v.i. To affect the sense of smell, to give 
out an odour (of); to smack (of); to 
have the sense of smell, smelly, a. Mal¬ 
odorous. 

smelt (1) (smelt) [Tent.], v.t. To fuse (an 
ore) so as to extract the metal; to 
extract (metal) from ore thus, smel¬ 
ter, n. 

smelt (2) [A.-S.], n. A small food-fish 
allied to the salmon. 

smilax (sml'l&ks) [Gr.], n. A genus of 
climbing shrubs, some of which yield sar¬ 
saparilla. 

smile (smll) [M.E. smllen], v.i. To express 
pleasure, amusement, or contempt by an 
instinctive movement of the lips and 
cheeks; to look gay or favourable (of the 
weather, fortune, etc.), n. The act of 
smiling; a cheerful or favourable expres¬ 
sion. smilingly, adv. 
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smirch (smerch) [as smear], v.t. To soil, 
stain, defile. 

smirk (sm6rk) [A.-S. tmercian ], v.i. To 
smile affectedly, to simper, n. A simper, 
smite (smlt) [A.-S. smitan], v.t. {past 
smote, p.p. smitten) To deal a severe 
blow to; to inflict disaster upon. v.i. To 
strike, knock, come ton, against, etc.) with 
force. 

smith (smith) [A.-8.], n. One who works 
in metals, one who forges iron with the 
hammer, smithy (smith'i), n. A black¬ 
smith’s shop. 

smock (gmok) [A.-S. smoc], n. A smock- 
frock; a chemise, smock-frock, n. A 
coarse outer shirt-like garment worn by 
farm labourers. 

smoke (gmAk) [A.-S. snutca ], n. Volatile 
roducta escaping as visible vapour from a 
urning substance, {fig.) anything unsub¬ 
stantial. v.i. To emit smoke, to fail to 
draw (of a chimney, eto.), to inhale and 
exhale tobacco smoke, v.t. To colour, 
cure, destroy, cleanse, etc., with smoke; 
to use (tobacco) in smoking, smoke¬ 
screen, a. A dense volume of smoke to 
conceal a ship, the movements of troops, 
etc., from the enemy smoke-stack, n. 
A funnel, esp. on a steamer, smokable, 
a. smoker, n. smoky, a. 
smolt (smdlt) [?],«. A salmon In Its 
second year. 

smooth {smooth) [A.-S. smethe], a. Having 
an even surface, free from roughness; or 
impediments; not harsh; not hairy; 
equable, pleasant, polite, flattering, v.t. 
To make smooth; to free from harshness, 
discomforts, eto.; to soften, to cloak 
(over), smooth-faced, a. Beardless; 
having a suave appearance, smoothly, 
adv. smoothness, n. 
smother (smuM'er) [M.E. smorther , A.-S. 
smorian, to stifle], n. A stifling cloud of 
dust, smoke, etc. v.t. To suffooate, to 
stifle; to keep from being divulged, v.i. 
To be suffocated, smothery, a. 
smoulder (smdl'dir) [M.E. smolder , smoke], 
v.i. To burn in a smothered way without 
flame; (Jig.) to exist in a suppressed 
condition. 

smudge (smfij) [M.E. Imogen], v.t. To blur 
(writing, drawing, etc.); to make a smear 
on; (Jig.) to soil, defile, sully, n. A dirty 
mark, a smear, blur. 

smug (smfig) [Teut.], a. Trim in dress, 
bearing, etc.; self-satisfied, smugly, adv. 
smuggle (smugl) [L.G. smuggeln ], v.t. To 
import or export illegally without pa) r ing 
the duties; to introduce clandestinely, 
smuggler, n. smuggling, n. 
smut (smut) [Teut. ], n. A particle of soot, 
etc., a smudge made by this; a disease of 
corn due to parasitic fungi; obscene lan¬ 
guage. v.i. To mark with smut; to in¬ 
fect with smut; to tarnish, smutty, a. 
snack (sn&k) [SNATCH], n. A slight meal, 
snaffle (sn&fl) [Teut.], n. A bridle-bit with 
a joint in the middle and without a curb, 
snag (snag) [Scand.], n. A jagged pro¬ 
jection, esp. of a tree-stump. 


snail (snai) [A.-8. snasgl ], n. A slow- 
moving mollusc feeding on vegetation- 
(fig.) a sluggish person, 
snake (snSk) [A.-S. snaca ], n. A serpent; 
a snake-like lizard or amphibian; {fig.) a 
treacherous person, snaky, a. 
snap (snap) [Teut.], v.t. To bite, try to 
bite, or snatch (at); to make a sharp, 
qnir.k sound; to break suddenly; to speak 
sharply, v.t. To snatch , {fig.) to take (up) 
in the midst of a speech, etc.; to cause 
(a whip, the fingers, etc.) to make a sharp 
crack; to break with such a noise; to 
shut (to) thus ; to photograph instan¬ 
taneously. ». Act of snapping; the 
sound produced by this, a spring catch; 
a snapshot; {colloq.) dash, go. a. Done, 
taken, etc., suddenly, snapshot, n. An 
instantaneous photograph, v.t. To photo¬ 
graph thus, snapper, n. snappish, a. 
Given to snapping or biting, spiteful, 
irascible snappy, a. 

snare (sn&r) [A.-S. snear ], n. A trap; 
(fig.) a trick by which one is brought 
into difficulty, defeat, sin, etc. v.t. To 
catch in a snare; to entrap, inveigle, 
snarl (snarl) [M.Dut. snarren, to trawl], 
v.i. To growl as an angry dog; to speak 
in a harsh, surly, or savage manner, n. 
A sharp-toned growl; a savage remark, 
snarlingly, adv. 

snatch (sn4ch) [M.E. snacchen], v.t. To 
seize suddenly, eagerly, or without per¬ 
mission. 

sneak fss£k) [A.-S. snican, to creep], v.i. 
To creep, slink, or steal (about, away, off, 
etc.); to behave in a mean or underhand 
way; to tell tales, v.t. {slang) To steal. 
n. One who sneaks, sneakingly, adv. 
sneer (sn§r) [M.E. sneren ], v.ti. To show 
contempt by a smile or grin; to jibe. n. 
An expression of contempt or derision, 
sneeze (snez) [M.E. snesen, A.-S. fniosan ], 
v.t. To eject air through the nostrils 
audibly and convulsively. ». The act of 
sneezing. 

sniff (snif) [M.E. sneven], v.i. To draw air 
audibly up the nose. v.t. To smell, to 
perceive by sniffing, n. Act of snifling; 
that which is sniffed in. 
snigger (snig'er) [imit.], v.t. To laugh in 
a half-suppressed manner, n. A sup¬ 
pressed laugh. 

snip (snip) [Teut.], v.t. To clip, as with 
shears, snippet, n. A small bit snipped 
off; {pi.) scraps (of news, etc.), 
snipe (snip) [Icel. snlpa], n. A long-billed 
marsh- and shore-bird, 
snivel (sniv'fel) [M.E. snevelen ], v.t. To run 
at the nose; to cry with snuffling; to be 
affectedly tearful, n. Audible or affected 
weeping, sniveller, n. 
snob (snob) [orig. a journeyman cobbler], 
n. A vulgar person who apes gentility, 
cultivates or truckles to those of higher 
social position, or regards the great or 
wealthy with exaggerated and contemp¬ 
tible respect, snobbery, snobbishness, 
n. snobbish, a. 

snood (snood) [A.-S. snOd ], n. A hair- 
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ribbon formerly worn in Scotland by un¬ 
married girls. 

snooker (snoo'k£r) [?], n. A game re¬ 
sembling pool played on a billiard-table, 
snooze (snooz) [?], v.i. To take a short 
sleep, n. A short sleep, a nap. 
snore (snor) [?], v.i. To breathe with a 
hoarse noise in sleep, n. Act or sound 
of snoring. 

snort (snart) [imit.], v.i. To force air 
violently and loudly through the nostrils, 
n. Act or sound of snorting, 
snout (snout) [A.-S. snytan , to blow the 
nose], n. The projecting nose of a beast; 

snow (sno) [A.-S. sn&w], n. Watery 
vapour frozen into crystals and falling to 
the ground in flakes; a fall of this. v.i. 

( impers.) Snow falls, v.t. To sprinkle or 
block (up) with snow; to scatter down 
as snow, snow-blind, a. Blinded, usu. 
temporarily, through the glare of light 
from snow, snow-drift, ». A mass of 
snow accumulated by the wind, snow¬ 
drop, n. A bulbous plant with a white 
flower appearing in early spring, snow- 
white, a. snowy, a. 
snub (snub) [Icel. snxibba , to chide], v.t. 
To check or rebuke with sarcasm or con¬ 
tempt, to slight, n. An act of snubbing, 

snuff e (l) (snuf) [Teut.], v.t. To draw in 
through the nostrils, v.i. To sniff; to 
take snuff, n. A sniff; finely powdered 
tobacco, snuffy, a. 

snuff (2) [?], ». The charred part of a 
wick. v.t. To trim (a wick, candle, etc.) 
by removing this, snuffers, n.pl. A 
scissor-like instrument for trimming away 
snuff. 

snuffle (snuff) [freq. of SNUFF (1)], v.i. To 
breathe noisily as when the nose is ob¬ 
structed ; to talk through the nose, 
snug (snug) [Teut.], a. Lying close and 
comfortable; cosy, compact, well secured, 
snugly, adv. 

so (so) [A.-S. sw&], adv. and conj. In such 
a manner or to such an extent, degree, 
etc. (with as); in the manner or to the 
extent, intent, eto. (with that or but) ; 
provided (that); extremely, very; there¬ 
fore, accordingly; ( ellipt .) thus, this, that, 
as follows; in such a case, so-and-so, n. 
An indefinite person or thing, so-called, 
a. Usually called thus (with implication 
of doubt), so-so, a. Middling, medio¬ 
cre. adv. Indifferently, 
soak (sok) [A.-S. socian ], v.t. To suck (in 
or up); to steep, to wet thoroughly, v.i. 
To lie in liquid so as to become permeated, 
soaking, a. and n. 

soap (sop) [A.-S. sape ], n. An unctuous 
compound of a fatty acid and soda or 
potash, used for washing, v.t. To rub 
or wash with soap, soapy, a. (fig.) 
Unctuous, flattering, soapiness, n. 
soar (sor) [F. essorer], v.i. To fly aloft, 
to float at a great height (of a bird, etc.); 
(fig.) to rise intellectually or morally, 
sob (sob) [M.E. sobben], v.i. To catch the 


breath in a convulsive manner, as in 
weeping, n. A convulsive catching of 
the breath, as in weeping, 
sober (sfi'bAr) [L. sdbrius (SE-, ibrius , 
drunk)], a. Not drunk; temperate in the 
use of alcoholic liquors; well-balanced, 
self-possessed, sedate; quiet (of colours, 
etc.), v.t. To make sober, v.i. To be¬ 
come calm or quiet, soberly, adv. 
sobrl'ety, n. 

sobriquet (so'bri-ka) [F], n. A nickname, 
sociable (sS'shAbl) [L. sociQbilis , from 
soctus, companion], a. Fit or inclined to 
associate or be companionable; of a 
friendly character (of a party, etc.), 
sociability, n. sociably, adv. 
social (so'shal) [L. socialis, as prec.), a. 
Pertaining bo society or to the mutual 
relations of man; living in communities, 
companionable, convivial, sociality, n. 
so'cialize, v.t. socially, adv. 

Socialism (sd'shi-lizm) [social -ism], n. 

The doctrine that society should be based 
on the subordination of the individual to 
the interests of the community. Social¬ 
ist, n. and a. Socialistic, a. 
society (sd-si'd-ti) [L .socieiatem, as SOCIAL], 
n. A social community; mankind re¬ 
garded as a community; social organiza¬ 
tion, civilisation; the upper classes of a 
community; a body of persons associated 
for some common object; companionship, 
fellowship. 

sociology (so-si-ol'6-ji) [L. socius, -LOGY], 
n. The science of the evolution and 
constitution of human society, socio¬ 
logical, «. sociologist, n. 
sock (1) (sok) [A.-S. socc ], n. A short 
stocking; a removable Inner sole; the 
light shoe worn by classic comic actors 
(L. soccus ), benco (fig.) comedy, 
socket (sok'6t) [O.F. solcet ], n. A hollow 
adapted for receiving and holding another 
part or thing, socketed, a. 
socle (sdkl) [L. socculus , dim. of soccus, 
SOCK], n. (Arch.) A plain, low, rect¬ 
angular plinth. 

Socratic (»6-kr&t'ik), a. Pertaining or 
according to Socrates, Q-reek philosopher 
(d. B.O. 399). 

sod (sod) [Teut.], n. Turf, sward; a 
piece of this. 

soda (s6'd&) [It.], n. Carbonate or bi¬ 
carbonate of sodium, esp. in the crystalline i 
form used in washing, etc.; (colloq.) soda- 
water. soda-water, n. An effervescent 
drink composed of water charged with 
carbonic acid. 

sodality (s6-d5Ti-ti) [L. sodalis , comrade], 
n. A fellowship, esp. (R.-C. Ch.) a 
charitable association, 
sodden (sodn) [p.p. of SEETHE], a. Soaked, 
saturated; heavy, doughy (of bread); 
stupid with drink, v.t. To soak, to 
saturate, esp. with drink, 
sodium (sS'di-um) [SOD-A, -IUM], n. A 
silver-white metallic element, the base of 
soda. 

sofa (sfi'fa) [Arab, suflak'], n. A long 
stuffed couch with raised back and ends. 
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soffit (sof'it) [It. sofiita, ceiling}, n. The 
under surface of*a cornice, balcony, arch, 
etc. 

soft (soft) [A.-S. stifle], a. Yielding easily 
to pressure, easily moulded or cut, pliable, 
plastic; mild, delicate; smooth to the 
touch; not hot or cold, genial; not 
glaring (of colours, eto.); low-toned; free 
from mineral salts (of water); conciliatory; 
impressionable, sympathetic; weak, effem¬ 
inate; silly, spoony; ( Phon .) not guttural 
or explosive, sibilant (as c in cede or g in 
gem\ voiced (as b, d, and g). adv. Softly, 
gently, quietly, int. Gently; hush 1 soften 
(sofn), v.t. To make soft or softer; to 
mitigate, tone down. v.i. To become 
soft or softer, softish, a. softly, adv. 
softy, ». A silly, weak-minded person, 
sou (1) (soil) [A.-F.], n. The ground, esp. 
the top stratum whence plants derive their 
mineral food; land, country. 
soU (2) [A.-F., soyler], v.t. To make dirty; 
to tarnish, pollute. 

soirde (swa'rft) [F.], n. An evening party 
for social intercourse, discussion, etc., and 
music. 

sojourn (soj'dm) [O.F. sojourner ], v.i. To 
stay (in, among) temporarily, n. A 
temporary stay. 

sol (sol) [L. sol-ve, see GAMUT], n. The 
fifth tone of the diatonic scale, 
solace (soFAs) [O.F. solas], n. Comfort in 
grief, etc., consolation, compensation, v.t. 
To comfort or console, 
solan (goose) (sd'lan) [Icel. sUla], n. The 
gannet. 

solar (sfi'lAr) [L. sol, the sun], a. Pertain¬ 
ing te or proceeding from the sun. 
solatium (sd-l&'shi-dm) [L., solace], n. 
(pi. -tia) Compensation for suffering or 
loss. 

solder (sol'-, sd'dfer) [O.F. soudure , from 
L. soliddre , to make firm], n. A fusible 
alloy for uniting less fusible metals, v.t. 
To unite with solder. 

soldier (s51'J6r) [O.F., from late L. sol- 
darius ], n. A man engaged in military 
service; a man of military experience; 
aa able commander, soldier-like, -ly, 
a. and adv. soldiery, n. Soldiers col¬ 
lectively ; a body of soldiers, 
sole (1) (sdl) [A.-S., L. solea ], n. The flat 
underside of the foot; the part of a boot, 
etc., under the foot. v.t. To furnish (a 
boot, etc.) with a sole, 
sole (2) [L. solea, from solum , the ground, 
see prec.], n. A flat-fish highly esteemed 
as load. 

sole (3) [L. solus], a. Single, only, unique; 
(Law) unmarried, solely, adv. 
solecism (sol'e-sizm) [Gr. soloikos, speak¬ 
ing incorrectly], n. A deviation from 
correct idiom or grammar; an impropriety, 
solemn (sol'Sm) [L. stilemnis], a. Per¬ 
formed with or accompanied by rites or 
due formality; impressive; grave, momen¬ 
tous; formal, pompous, solem'nity, ft. 
Impressiveness; affected gravity or for¬ 
mality; a rite or ceremony, solemnize 
(sol'&n-niz), v.t. To celebrate with for¬ 


malities or ceremonies; to make solemn, 
solemniza'tion, n. 

solicit (s6-lis'it) [L. sollicitSre], v. To make 
earnest request for or persistent appeals 
to, to importune, solicitant, a. and n. 
solicitation, ft. 

solicitor (s6-lis'i-t6r) [as prec.], ft. A legal 
practitioner authorized to advise clients 
and prepare causes for barristers. Solici¬ 
tor-General, »». A law officer of the 
British Crown, advising and representing 
it in legal matters. 

solicitous (s6-lis'i-tiis) [L. sOlicitus], a. 
Anxious, apprehensive; eager (to), soli¬ 
citude, n. 

solid (sol'id) [L. solidus], a. Dense, com¬ 
pact; not hollow, broken, or porous; 
firm, unyielding; sound, not flimsy; (fig.) 
real, reliable; homogeneous; feeling or 
acting unanimously; (Oeom.) cubic, n. 
A rigid, compact body, solidarity. ». 
Cohesion; community of interests, feel¬ 
ings, responsibilities, etc. solidify, v. 
solidiflable, a. solidification, n. 
solidity, ft. solidly, adv. 
soliloquy (s6-Kl'6-kwi) [L. solus, alone, 
logul, to speak], n. A talking to oneself; 
a monologue, soliloquize, v.t. solilo¬ 
quist, ft. 

solitaire (sol-i-tAr') [F., as foil.], n. A gem 
set singly; a game played by one person, 
solitary (soll-tir-i) [A.-F. solitarie , L. 
sOlit&rius, as SOLE (3)], a. Lonely, not 
gregarious; living, passed, or spent alone; 
unfrequented, secluded; individual, n. 
A recluse, solitude, ft. Seclusion; a 
lonely place. 

solo (sd'lS) [It., as SOLE (3)], ft. A com¬ 
position for a single instrument or voice; 
solo whist, a call in this game, soloist, n. 
solstice (sol'stis) [L. stilstitium , a standing 
of the sun], n. The time (about 21 June 
and 22 Dec.) when the sun is farthest 
from the equator (N. in summer, S. in 
winter), and seems to stand for a little 
before moving back, solstitial (-stish'&l), 
a. Pertaining to the solstice, 
soluble (sorubl) [L. solUbilis, from solvere % 
to solve], a. Capable of being dissolved 
or solved, solubility, ft. 
solution (sd-lfl'shun) [L. solatia , as foil.], n. 
The liquefaction of a body by mixture 
with a liquid; the combination so pro¬ 
duced; the act or process of solving a 
problem, the correct answer; separation, 
disintegration. 

solve (solv) [L. solvere], v.t. To resolve or 
find an answer to (a problem, etc.); to 
put an end to. solvable, a. 
solvent (sol'v6nt) [L. solvens, solving], a. 
Having the power to dissolve; able to 
pay all claims, ft. A liquid that can 
dissolve s substance, solvency, n. 
somatic (sd-m&t'ik) [Gr. sOma, body], a. 

Pertaining to the body, corporeal, physical, 
sombre (som'bfcr) [F.], o. Dark, gloomy, 
sombrero (som-brar'5) [Sp., from sombra, 
shade], ft. A wide-brimmed hat. 
some (sum) [A.-S. sum], a. An indeter¬ 
minate quantity of; a certain, a particular 
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but not definitely known or specified 
(person or thing), adv. About, approxi¬ 
mately. pron. A particular but unde¬ 
termined part or quantity; certain not 
definitely known or unspecified ones, 
somebody, n. Some person; a person 
of consequence, somehow, adv. In 
some indeterminate way; in some way or 
other, something, n. Some indeter¬ 
minate or unspecified thing; some quan¬ 
tity or portion If not much. adv. In 
some degree, sometime, adv . Once, 
formerly, at one time. a. Former, late, 
sometimes, adv. At some times, some¬ 
what, adv. To some extent, rather, n. 

A certain amount or degree; something, 
somewhere, adv. In some unknown or 
unspecified place; in some place or other, 
some [A.-S. -rum], suf. Forming adjec¬ 
tives, full of, as in gladsome , troublesome , 
winsome. _ ,, 

somersault, *somerset (s&m 6r-sawlt, 
-set) [O.F. sombresaut. L. suprd , above, 
saltus , a leap], n. A leap in which one 
turns heels over head and alights on one s 

somnambulism (som-n&m'bQ-lizm) [L. 
somnus , sleep, ambuldre, to walk], n. The 
act of walking in sleep; the mental 
affection causing this, somnambulist, n. 
somniferous (som-nif'6r-tis) [L. somnus , 
see prec., -FEROUS], a. Causing or inducing 
sleep. 

somnolent (som'nd-ltot) [L. somnolentus 
(somnus, sleep)], a. Sleepy, drowsy; 
inducing sleep, somnolence, n. 
son (sun) [A.-S. sunu ], n. A male child 
in relation to a parent; (fig.) a descendant, 
son-in-law, n. The husband of ones 
daughter, sonship, it. 
sonata (so-na'ta) [It., from L. sonotis , 
sounding], n. An instrumental composition 
in three or four movements in different 
rhythms. . , 

song (song) [A.-S. sang 1, n. Musical 
utterance, singing; a melodious cry, as 
of a bird; a musical composition accom¬ 
panied by words; a short poem suitable 
for singing, songster, n. Ona skilled 
in singing, songstress, n. 
sonnet (son'6t) [F., It. sonetto], n. A poem 
of fourteen iambic pentameter lines with 
a definite rhyme-scheme, sonneteer, ». 
A writer of sonnets. 

sonorous (so-ndr'fis) [L. sonor son&ris, 
sound], a. Resonant; sounding rich or 
full; high sounding,impressive, sonor'ity, 
sonorousness, n. 

soon (soon) [A.-S. sOna ], adv. In a short 
time from now or after a specified time, 
early; quickly, readily, willingly, 
soot (sut) [A.-S. sit], n. A black substance 
rising from burning fuel, sooty, a. 
♦sooth (sooth) [A.-S. sOth], n. Truth, 
reality. _ 

soothe (sooth) [A.-S. gesOthian , to assent 
to, as prec.], v.t. To calm; to soften, 
mitigate; to humour. 

Soothsayer (sooth'sa-er) [SOOTH, SAT, -EB], 
n. A prognosticator, a diviner. 


sop (sop) [A.-S. sopp ], n. Any food 
steeped in milk, gravy, etc.; (fig.) some¬ 
thing given to pacify, soppy, o. soppi¬ 
ness, n. 

sophism (sof'izm) [Gr. sophos, wise], n. 

A specious but fallacious argument, 
sophist, n. A fallacious reasoner, a 
quibbler. sophis'tic, -al, a. sophisti¬ 
cate, v.t. To obscure with sophistry; 
to mislead thus; to garble (a text) in order 
to support one’s arguments; to adulterate; 
to deprive of simplicity, to make artificial, 
sophistication, n. sophistry (sof'is- 
tri), n. 

soporific (sfi-p6-rif'ik) [L. sopor , sleep], a. 
Causing or tending to cause sleep, n. A 
soporific medicine. 

soprano (s6-pra'ufl) [It.], w. A female or 
boy’s voice of the highest kind; a singer 
having such a voice; a part for such voices, 
sorcerer (s6r's6r-6r) [L. sortidre , to cast 
lots, from sots , lot], n. One who uses 
magic, a wizard, sorceress, n. sor- 

so rdtld’ (afir'did) [L. sordidus , from tordes, 
filth], o. Mean, ignoble, vile; niggardly, 
sordidly, adv. sordidness, n. 
sore (sor) [A.-S. sdr], a. Tender and pain¬ 
ful to the touch; aggrieved, vexed; 
touchy; grievous, heavy, ado. Sorely, 
severely, intensely, n. A place on the 
body where the surface is bruised, broken, 
or inflamed; (fig.) a subject that excites 
resentment, remorse, etc. sorely, adv. 
sorites (sd-rl'tSz) [Q-r. tiros, heap], n. 
A series of syllogisms so connected that 
the predicate of one forms the subject of 
that which follows. 

sorrel (sor'Al) [O.F. torel ], a. Of a reddish 
or yellowish-brown, n. This colour; a 
horse of this colour; a herb allied to the 
dock. 

sorrow (sor'd) [M.E. sorwe, A.-S. sorg ], n. 
Mental pain from loss, disappointment, 
etc., grief, sadness; something causing 
this; mourning, lamentation, v.i. To 
grieve; to lament, sorrowful, a. 
sorry (sor'i) [A.-S. s&rtg], a. Feeling grief 
for some loss, eto., regretful; paltry, 
despicable, sorrily, adv. 
sort (s6rt) [L. sortem , nom. sort , lot, 
chance], n. A number (of things, etc.) 
having the same or similar qualities; way, 
manner, v.t. To separate into sorts, 
classes, etc.; to select from a number. 
v.i. To consort, to agree or accord (with), 
sortie (sor'ti) [F., gone out], n. A sally, 
as from a besieged place, 
sortilege (sdr'ti-16j) [O.F., from L. sortile- 
gus , diviner, as SORT], ». Divination by 
drawing lots. 

sot (sot) [M.E.], ». An habitual drunkard, 
sottish, a. 

sou (soo) [F.], n. A French copper com, 
the five-centime piece, 
soubrette (soo-bret') [F.], n. A waiting- 
maid. 

souffl6 (soo'fla) [F.], n. A light dish of 
beaten whites of eggs, etc. 
sough (suf, sou) [A.-S. swdgan] t v.t. To 
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make a murmuring, sighing sound, as the 

wind. n. This sound, 
soul (s51) [A.-S. samel], n. The spiritual, 
the moral and emotional, or intellectual 
part of a person; consciousness; the vital 
principle and mental powers possessed 
by living creatures; (Jam.) a person, 
soulful, a. Rich in the spiritual, emo¬ 
tional, or higher intellectual qualities, 
soulless, a. 

sound (1) (sound) [A.-S. sund ], a. Whole, 
free from injury, defect, or decay; healthy; 
based on truth or reason, correct; solvent; 
thorough, soundness, n. 
sound (2) fL. sonus,] n. The sensation 
produced through the organs of bearing; 
that which causes this sensation; a 
specific tone or note. v.i. To give out 
sound. v.t. To cause to sound; to give 
a signal (or by sound; to make known, 
proclaim; to test by sound, sound¬ 
proof, a. Impenetrable to sound, sound¬ 
ing (1), a. Making or giving out sound; 
sonorous, noisy; (Jiff.) imposing, high- 
flown. 

sound (3) [A.-S. sund], n. A narrow 
passage of water connecting two seas; 
the swimming-bladder of a fish, 
sound (4) (sound) TP. sender], v.t. To 
measure the depth of with a sounding-line 
or rod, to test; to endeavour to discover 
(intentions, feelings, etc.), t.i. To use 
the line and lead to ascertain the depth 
of water, sounding (2), n. The act 
of measuring depths; (pi.) a part of the 
sea where the bottom can be reached by 
sonnding. 

soup (soop) [P. soups], n. A liquid food 
made from meat, fish, or vegetables, 
sour (sour) [A.-S. /dr], a. Sharp to the 
taste, tart; rancid; harsh of temper, 
morose, sourish, a. 

source (sfirs) [O.F. sorse , as BURGE], ». 
The spring from which a stream of water 
proceeds, original, first cause, 
souse (sous) [O.F. souse , sauce], n. Pickle 
made with salt; anything preserved in 
pickle, esp. the ears, feet, etc., of swine; 
pluuging Into water, adv. With sudden 
descent, plump, v.t. To pickle; to 
plunge into or drench thoroughly with 
water, etc. 

south (south) [A.-S. sdxh], ». The cardinal 
point of the oompass directly opposite 
to the north; a southern region; a wind 
from the south, a. Situated In or facing 
the south; coming from the south (of 
the wind), adv. Towards or from tne 
south, south-east, n. and a. The point of 
the compass midway between south and 
east, southeaster, n. A S.E. wind, 
south-easterly, a. and adv. south¬ 
eastern, a. southerly (siifA'dr-li), a. 
and adv. southern (sfifA'drn), a. south¬ 
erner, n. An inhabitant or native of the 
south, esp. of the Southern States of 
America. southernmost, o. south- 
most, a. southward (south'wird), adv. 
and a. southwards, adv. south-west, 
n. and a. south wester, sou'wester 


n. A wind from the S.W.; a waterproof 
hat with a wide brim hanging behind, 
souvenir (soo'v6-n§r) [F., to remember], 
n. A keepsake, a memento, 
sovereign (sov'rAn) [M.E. soverein, O.F. 
soverain ], a. Supreme; royal; efficacious 
(as a remedy), n. A supreme ruler, a 
king, an emperor; an English gold coin, 
value 20s. sovereignty, ». 
soviet (sov'yet) [Rus., council], ». A 
popular assembly for managing the affairs 
of a body of troops, a town, or a district, 
sow (1) (efi) [A.-S. s&man], v.t. (past 
sowed, p.p. sown, sowed) To scatter 
(seed) for growth; to scatter over, to 
cover thickly with; to disseminate, t.i. 
To scatter seed for growth, sower, n. 
sowing, n. 

sow (2) (sou) [A.-S. sugu, sd], n. A female 
pig; the main channel for molten Iron; 
a block of iron solidified in this, 
soy (soi) [Jap. sh&yu], n. A fish sauce 
prepared in the Far East from bean-like 
seeds. 

spa (spa, spaw) [town in Belgium], n. A 
mineral spring; a place where there la 
such a spring. 

space (sp&s) [L. spatium ], n. Continuous 
extension or any portion of this, an 
interval between points, etc.; an interval 
of time. v.t. To put the propet spaces 
between (words, linen, etc.), spacial, a, 
spacing, n. spacious (spa'shus), a. 
Having ample room, capacious, roomy, 
spade (sp&d) [A.-8. spaedu, spadu ], n. 
An implement for digging worked with 
both hands aDd one foot, a playing-card 
of a black suit; (pi.) this suit. v.t. To 
dig with or use a spade, 
spalpeen (sp&l'pSn) [Ir.], «*. A scamp, 
rascal. 

span (sp&n) [A.-S. spannan ], v.t. To 
extend from side to side of; to measure 
with one’s hand expanded, n. The space 
from the end of the thumb to the end of 
the little finger when extended, nine 
inches; a brief space; the space from 
end to end of a bridge, etc.; a yoke or 
team of oxen, etc. spanner, n. An 
instrument for tightening or loosening 
nut*, a wrench. 

spandrel (sp&n'drAl) [?], n . The space 
between the shoulder of an arch and the 
rectangular moulding enclosing it. 
spangle (sp&ngl) [dim. from A.-S. spang , 
a metal clasp], n. A small disk of glittering 
metal, etc.; any small sparkling object. 
v.t. To adorn with spangles. 

Spaniard (spkn'yArd) [as foil.], ». A 
native of Spain. 

spaniel (spin'yAl) [O.F. espagne ul, 8p. 
espaiiol, Spanish], it. A dog with large 
drooping ears, long silky coat, and a gentle 
disposition. 

Spanish (sp&n'lsh) [-Spain, -ISH], a. Per¬ 
taining to Spain, n. The Spaniards • 
their language. 

spank (sp&nk) [?], v.t. To strike with the 
open hand, to slap. v.t. To move briskly 
along. *• A slap, a smack. 




spanner 


398 


speech 



spar (2) [A.-S. spoer ], n. A lustrous 
crystalline mineral. 

spar (3) [rel. to spur], v.i. To move the 
arms about as in boxing, 
spare (spar) [A.-S. spoer], a. Meagre, 
scanty, frugal; kept In reserve, available 
for an emergency, etc. v.t. To use 
frugally; to refrain from using; to dis¬ 
pense with; to refrain from punishing, 
injuring, etc. sparely, adv. sparingly, 
adv. 

spark (spark) [A.-S. speared], n. An 
incandescent particle thrown off from a 
burning substance; a flash of wit, a 
particle of energy; a gay young fellow. 
v.i . To give out sparks; to sparkle, 
sparkish. a. Gay, gallant, 
sparkle (sparkl) [dim. of prec.], n. A 
gleam, glitter, brilliance, v.t. To emit 
sparks; to glisten, glitter, twinkle; to 
bubble (of some wines), sparkling, a. 
Glittering; lively. 

sparrow (spir'd) [A.-S. speanoa ], n. A 
small brownish-grey bird, sparrow- 
hawk, n. A small hawk, 
sparse (Spars) [L. sparsus , scattered], a. 
Thinly scattered, not dense, sparsity* n. 
Spartan (spar'tan), n. A native of Sparta; 
one of great hardihood «r endurance, a. 
Pertaining to Sparta or the Spartan*; 
like a Spartan. 

spasm (sp&zm) [Gr. spasmos , from spaein, 
to draw out], ». A convulsive and involun¬ 
tary muscular contraction, movement, etc. 
spasmodic, a. 

spat (1) (spAt) [?], n. The spawn of shell¬ 
fish. 

spat (2) [SPATTERDASH], ix. A short gaiter, 
spatchcock (sp&ch'kok) [?],«. A fowl 
killed and immediately cooked, 
spate (spat) [?], n. A heavy flood, 
especially in a mountain stream, 
spatter (sp&t'6r) [freq. of obs. spat, cogn. 
with SPIT], v.t. To scatter (water, etc.) 
about; to splash with water, mud, eto.; 
(Jig.) to defame, n. A sprinkling, a 
pattering, spatterdash, *. A legging 
for protecting against mud. 
spavin (sp&v'in) [O.F. esparviri ], tx. A 
disease in horses affecting the hock-joint, 
spawn (spawn) [L. expandere , to expand], 
v.t. To deposit or produce eggs (of fish, 
etc.), n. The eggs of fish, frogs, and 
molluscs, spawner, n. 
speak (spek) [A.-S. sprecan ], v.i. (past 
spoke, spake, p.p. spoken) To utter 
words; to talk, converse; to deliver a 
speech; to be highly expressive, v.t. 
To utter articulately; to tell, declare; 
to talk in a language, speaker, n. One 
who speaks, esp. delivers a speech; an 
officer presiding over a deliberative as¬ 
sembly (esp. the House of Commons), 
speakership, n. speaking, a. Ani¬ 
mated, vivid (of a likeness)- 
spear (sper) [A.-S. spere ], n. A weapon 
with a pointed head on a long shaft, v.t . 


To pierce or capture with a spear, spear¬ 
mint, n. The garden mint, 
special (spesh'Al) [L. speci&lis ], a. Particu¬ 
lar, not ordinary or general; for a parti¬ 
cular purpose, n. A person or thing 
designed for a special purpose, etc.; a 
special>train, constable, edition of a news¬ 
paper, etc. specialist, n. One who 
devotes himself to a particular branch 
of a profession, eto. specialism, n. 
speciality, n. A special characteristic, 
a peculiarity; a special occupation, com¬ 
modity, eto. specialize, v.t. speciali¬ 
zation, n. 

specie (sp§'sh5) [L. »» tpecil , in kind], ». 

Coin as dist. from paper money, 
species (sp§'6h8z) [L., appearance, sort], 
n. (Nat. Hist.) A group of organisms 
(subordinate to a genus); a group of 
individuals having certain common attri¬ 
butes ; a kind, port. 

specific (sp4-sif'ik) [L. sptci/icus , as prec.], 
a. Clearly specified, explicit, precise; 
pertaining to a species; special, n. 
An efficacious medicine, etc. specifically, 
adv. specification, n. Act of specify¬ 
ing; a detailed statement of particulars, 
description of an invention, etc. specify 
(spes'i-fl), v.t. To mention expressly; 
to Include in a specification, 
specimen (spes'i-m6n) [L.], ». Something 
illustrating or typifying the nature of a 
whole or a class, an example, an instance, 
specious (spS'shus) [L. speciGsus], a. 

Apparently right, plausible; showy, 
speck (spek) [A.-S. specca ], n. A small 
stain or blemish; a minute particle of 
rottenness, eto. v.t. To mark with specks, 
speckle (spekl) [dim. of preo.], n. A small 
spot, stain, or patch of colour, etc. 
spectacle (spek'tAkl) [L. spect&culum ], ». 
A show, a pageant; a sight; (pi.) lenses 
mounted in a light frame for assisting 
the sight, spectac'ular, a. 
spectator (spek-ta'tor) [L.], n. One who 
looks on. 

spectre (spek'Wr) [as spectrum], ». 
An apparition, a ghost, spectral, a. 
Ghostlike, pertaining to ghosts or to the 
spectrum. 

spectroscope (spek'trA-skOp) [as folk, 
-SCOPE], n. An instrument for forming 
and analysing the spectra of rays emitted 
by bodies, spectroscopic, a. 
spectrum (spaftriim) [L., a vision, from 
specere , to look], n. (pi. spectra) Am 
image produced by the decomposition of 
rays of light by m^ans of a j)rism. 
speculate (spek'Q-lat) [L. speculatus, 
beheld], v.i. To pursue an inquiry or 
form conjectures, to theorize; to make 
Investments, etc., on the chance of profit, 
speculation, n. Act or practice of 
speculating; a mental inquiry, series of 
conjectures; a speculative investment 
or undertaking; a card-game, specu¬ 
lative, a. 

speech (spSch) [A.-S. sp&c ], n. The 
faculty or act of uttering words; that 
which is spoken; an oration; the language 
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of a nation, etc. speechifler, n. speech¬ 
less, a. Silent through eniotion; dumb, 
speed (sp6d) [A.-8. tptd |, n. Rapidity, 
rate of motion. 9 . 4 . (past and p.p. sped) 

To move rapidly, to hasten; to prosper, 
to fare (well, ill, etc.), v.t. To promote, 
to cause to succeed; to cause to go fast, 
to urge; (past and p.p. speeded) to 
regulate the speed of. speedwell, n. 
A flowering herb, speedy, a. speedily, 
adv. 

spell (1) (spel) [A.-S. tpel, cogn. with foil.], 
n. A charm, an incantation; occult 

power, spellbound, a. Under the in¬ 
fluence of a spell. 

spell (2) [O.P. espeler ], v.t. (past and p.p. 
spelt) To say or write the letters of a 
word; to form a word (of letters); (jig.) 
to mean, portend, speller, ». spelling, n. 
spell (3) [A_-S. spelian ], n. A turn of 
work; a short period. 

spelt (spelt) [A.-S.], n. A variety of wheat 
cultivated in S. Europe, 
spelter (spel'Wr) [Teut.], n. (Comm.) 
Zinc. 

spencer (1) (spen'sSr) [Earl Spencer 
(d. 1845)], n. A short jacket, 
spend (spend) [A.-8. spendan as dispense], 
v.t. (past and p.p. spent) To pay out 
(money); to use up; to squander, waste; 
to wear out; spendthrift, o. Prodigal, 
wasteful, n. A prodigal person, 
sperm (spSrm) [Or. sperma ], n. The male 
seminal fluid of animals; a whale yielding 
spermaceti, a cachalot, 
spermaceti (Rp5r-m&-s6'ti) [prec., Gr. 
kotos, whale], n. A white, fatty, brit¬ 
tle substance obtained from the sperm- 
whale. 

spermology (sp6r-m6'16-gl), n. The branch 
of botany dealing with seeds, 
spew (spu) [A.-S. speowan ], v. To vomit; 
to cast out with abhorrence, 
sphere (sfer) [M.E. spere , Gr. sphaira, 
ball], n. A solid bounded by a surface 
every part of which is equally distant from 
the central point within; a ball, a globe, 
a heavenly body; (fig.) field of action, 
influence, etc., scope, range, spheral, a. 
Spherical; pertaining to spheres, spheri¬ 
cal, a. Sphere-shaped, globular, relating 
to spheres, sphericity (sf6-ris'i-ti), n. 
spher oid, n. A body nearly spherical, 
spheroi'dal, a. 

sphinx (sfinks) [Gr.], n. (Or. Ant.) A 
winged monster, half woman and half lion, 
said to have proposed a riddle to the people 
of Thebes; (Egypt. Ant.) a figure with the 
body of a lion and a human or animal head; 
(fig.) a taciturn or enigmatic person, 
spice (spls) [L. species , kind], n. Any 
aromatic and pungent vegetable seasoning; 
(fig.) a flavour, a trace, v.t. To season 
with spice, spicy, o. 
spick-and-span (spik'fcnd-spSn') [SPIKE, 
and, SPOON], a. New and fresh, fresh 
and smart. 

spider (sp!'d6r) [A.-S.], n. An eight¬ 
legged insect that spins webs to catch 
its prey, spidery, a. 


spigot (spig'bt) [?], n. A peg for stopping 
a faucet or the vent-hole in a cask; a 
faucet. 

spike (spik) [Scand. spik], n. A pointed 
piece of metal, a sharp pc/nt; a large 
nail; a flower cluster alorig a common 
axis. v.t. To fasten or furnish with 
spikes; to sharpen to a point; to pierce; 
to plug the touch-hole (of a cannon) with 
a spike. 

spikenard (splk'nard) [O.F. spiquenard ], n. 
A herb related to valerian; an ancient 
and costly aromatic ointment prepared 
from this. 

spill (1) (spil) [?], n. A slip of paper or 
wood used to light a lamp, etc. 
spill (2) [A.-S. spillan ], v.t. (past and p.p. 
spilt, spilled) To suffer to fall or run 
out of a vessel; to shed. v.i. To run 
or fall out (of liquid), n. A fall, esp. 
from a vehicle or saddle, 
spillikin (spil'i-kin) [dim. of SPILL (1)], n. 
A pin of bone, wood, etc., used in certain 
games. 

spin (spin) [A.-S. spinnan ], v.t. (past 
spun, span, p.p. spun) To draw out 
and twist (wool, cotton, etc.) into threads; 
to make (yarn, etc.) thus; to produce 
threads (of spiders, etc.); to make (a top, 
etc.) rotate rapidly, v.i. To draw out 
and twist cotton, etc., into threads; to 
whirl round, n. The act or motion of 
spinning, a whirl; (colloq.) a run, ride, etc., 
at a brisk pace, spinner, n. One who 
spins; a machine for spinning thread; 
a spider. 

spinach (spin'Aj) [Arab, aspanatch ], n. 
An annual herb with succulent leaves 
cooked as food. 

spinal (spi'nal) [as SPINE], a. Pertaining 
to the spine, spinal column : The 
backbone. 

spindle (spindl) [A.-S. spinl, as SPIN], n. A 
rod in a spinning-wheel for twisting and 
winding the thread; a rod which revolver 
or on which anything revolves, v.i. 
To grow into a long slender stalk, etc. 
spindle-legged, a. Having long, thin 
legs. 

spindrift (spin'drift) [var. of spoomdrift 
(L. spUmay], n. Pine spray from the 
surface of water. 

spine (spin) [L. spina, thorn, backbone], n. 
The backbone, spiues'cent, a. (Bot.) 
Tending to be spinous; thorny, spinous, 
spiny, a. 

spinet (spinet) [It. spinetta , as SPINE], n. 
An obsolete musical instrument, similar 
to the harpsichord. 

spinnaker (spin'a-k6r) [?], n. A large 
jib-shaped sail carried opposite the main¬ 
sail. 

spinney (spin'i) [as SPINE], n. A small 
wood with undergrowth, a copse, 
spinous [SPINE]. 

spinster (spin'st6r) [SPIN, -STER], n. An 
unmarried woman, spinsterhood, n. 
spiracle (spir'akl) [L. spirdre , to breathe], 
n. A breathing-hole, esp. in the lower 
animals; * vent-hole for lava, etc. 
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spiral (splr'&l) [SPIRE, -AL], a. Forming a 
spire, spiral, or coil; continually winding 
as the thread of a screw, n. A spiral 
curve, spring, or other object, spirally, 
adv. 

spire (splr) [A.-S. splr ], n. A tapering 
structure, the tapering portion of a 
steeple, etc. v.i. To shoot up like a spire, 
spirit (spir'it) [L. s pint us, from splr are, 
to breathe], n. The immaterial part of 
man, the soul; this disembodied, a ghost; 
a sprite, an elf, a fairy; vigour of mind; 
vivacity, ardour, enthusiasm; disposition; 
mental attitude, mood; pi.) dis¬ 

tilled alcoholic liquors, v.t. To animate, 
to inspirit; to convey (away) secretly and 
rapidly, spirits of wine : Pure alcohol, 
spirit-level, n. An Instrument for 
determining the horizontal by an air- 
bubble in a tube containing alcohol, 
spirited, a. Full of spirit, animated, 
lively, courageous, spiritless, a. 
spiritual (spir'i-tfi-Al > [late L. splritudlis v 
as prec.], a. Pertaining to or consisting 
of spirit; Incorporeal, pertaining to the 
soul; derived from God, pure, holy, 
inspired; not lay or temporal, spiritu¬ 
al'ity, n. Unworldliness, 
spiritualism (sptr'i-tfi-A-lizm) [prec,, 
-ISM], n. A system of professed commu¬ 
nication with departed spirits; (Phil.) 
the doctrine that the spirit exists as 
distinct from matter, spiritualist, n. 
spiritualis'tic, o. 

spirituous (spir'l-tfl-ds) [SPIRIT, -OUS], a. 

Containing spirit, alcoholic, 
spit (1) (spit) [A.-S. spxtu ], n. A rod on 
which meat for roasting is rotated before 
a fire; a point of land extending into the 


Spit (2) [A.-8. spittan ], v.t. (past and p.p. 
spat) To eject (saliva, etc.) from the 
mouth; to utter in a violent or spiteful 
way. v.i. To eject saliva from the 
mouth; to make a spitting noise, n. 
Spittle, saliva; spitting, spitfire, n. 

An irascible person, spittle, n. Saliva, 
spittoon', n. A receptacle for spittle, 
spite (spit) [DESPITE], n. Ill- will, malice; 
a grudge, v.t. To thwart maliciously; 
to vex. In spite of: Notwithstanding, 
spiteful, a. , 

splash (spl&sh) [PLASH], v.t. To be¬ 
spatter with water, mud, etc. v.i. To 
dash liquid about; to be dashed about 
in drops, to dabble, to plunge; to make 
one’s way (along, etc.) thus. n. A spot 
or patch of liquid, colour, etc. splash¬ 
board, n. A guard to protect the occu¬ 
pants of a vehicle from mud. splashy, a. 
Splay (spla) [DISPLAY], v.t. To form (an 
opening, etc.) with oblique sides, splay¬ 
foot, n. A broad, flat foot turned out¬ 
wards. „ . 

spleen (splen) [Gr. splen ], n. A soft 
vascular organ invertebrates; (Jig.) spite¬ 
fulness, ill-temper; melancholy, spleen- 

splendid (splen'did) [L. splendere, to 
shine], a. Magnificent, glorious, illus¬ 


trious; brilliant; fine, first-rate, splen¬ 
dour, n. , 

splenetic (splA-net'lk) [SPLEEN], a. Per¬ 
taining to the spleen; peevish, ill-tempered, 
splice (splls) [Dut. splitsen, to splice], v.t. 
To unite (two ropes, etc.) by interweaving; 
to unite (timbers, etc.) by fitting the ends 
together, n. A union of ropes, timbers, 
etc., by splicing. 

splint (splint) [M.Dut. splints), ». A thin 
piece of wood, etc., used to keep the parts 
of a broken bone together, v.t. To secure 
or support with splints, 
splinter (splin'ter) [M.Dut.], ft. A thin 
piece broken, split, or shivered off. •. 
To split, shiver, or rend into splinters, 
split (split) [M.Dut. spliuen ], v.t. (past 
and p.p. split) To break, cleave or 
divide longitudinally or with the grain; 
to divide (votes) between different candi¬ 
dates. v.i. To be divided longitudinally: 
to go to pieces; to divide into opposed 
parties, n. The act or result of splitting; 
a crack, rent, fissure ; a rupture, a schism, 
splodge (sploj), splotch (sploch) [?], «. 

A daub, a blotch, splotchy, o. 
splutter (splfit'Ar) [lmit.], v. To spatter. 

n. A noise, a fuss, eplutterer, n. 
spoil (spoil) [L. »polio, booty], v.t. (past 
and p.p. spoilt, spoiled) To mar, 
impair the goodness, usefulness, etc., of; 
to Injure by over-indulgence; to plunder. 
t>.t. To decay, deteriorate, n. Plunder, 
booty, spoiler, ». 

spoke (spfik > [A.-8. spiled), n. One of the 
members connecting the hub with the rim 
of a wheel; a rung of a ladder, spoke- 
shave, n. A small plane with a handle 
at each end. 

spokesman (spfiks'man) [spoke, MAN], 
n. One who speaks for another or 

others. 


ui/iieo. 

spoliation (spfi-ll-ft'Rhhn) [L. spolidrs, 
to spoil], n. Robbery, pillage, the act 
or practice of plundering, spoliator, ». 
spondee (spon'dfi) [Gr. spondeios), n. A 
metrical foot of two long syllables, 
sponda'lc, a. 

sponge (spunj) [A.-S., Gr. spovgos), n . 
A marine animal with pores in the body- 
wall . Its soft, elastic skeleton used as an 
absorbent; a parasite, v.t. To wipe or 
cleanse with a sponge; to obliterate, 
spongy, a. sponger, n. One who or 
that which sponges; a mean parasite, 
sponsor (spon'sdr) [L.], n. One who 
undertakes to be responsible for another; 
a godparent, sponsorship, n. 
spontaneous (spon-tS'ne-ds) [L. sponte, of 
one’s own accord], a. Arising, done, 
acting, etc., without external cause; 
voluntary; instinctive, automatic, invol¬ 
untary; self-originated, spontaneity,#, 
spontan'eously, adv. 
spook (spook) [Dut.], n. A ghost, 
spool (spool) [M.Dut. spoele], n. A small 
cylinder for winding thread on. 
spoon (1) (spoon) [A.-S. sp&n, chip], n. 
A utensil for conveying liquid food to the 
mouth, etc.; an oar, golf-club, bait, etc., 
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shaped like a spoon, spoon-meat, n. 
Liquid food, spoonful, n. 
spoon (2 ) [ ?], n. A silly fellow; a mawkish 
lover. v.i. To indulge In foolishly 
demonstrative love-making, spoony, a. 
spoor (spoor) [Out.], n. The track of a 
wild animal, v.i. To follow a spoor, 
sporadic (spd-rAd'ik) [Or. sporas - ados , 
from speirein, to sow], «. Scattered, 
occurring here and there, sporadically, 
adv. 

spore (sp5r) [Gr. spora , sowing], n. (Biol.) 
A minute organic body that develops into a 
new individual. 

sporran (spor'An) [Gael.], ». A fur pouch 
worn by Highlanders in front of the kilt, 
sport (spflrt) [DISPORT], n. Amusement; 
fun, jest; a game, pastime, hunting, 
shooting, fishing, racing, running, etc. v.i. 
To play, to divert oneself; to trifle, to 
jest. v.t. To display ostentatiously, 
sporting, a. sportive, a. Gay, frolic¬ 
some, playful, sportiveness, n. sports¬ 
man, n. One skilled in or devoted to 
sports, one who faces good or bad luck 
with equanimity, sportsmanlike, a. 
sportsmanship, n. 

spot (spot) [M.E.], n. A small mark, a 
speck; a particular locality, v.t. To 
mark with spots, v.i. To become or 
be liable to be marked with spots, spotted 
fever: Cerebro-spinal meningitis, spot¬ 
less, a. spotty, a. 

spouse (spouz) [O.F. spuv, L. sponsus , 
promised], n. A husband or wife, spousal, 
o. Pertaining to marriage. 

Spout (spout) [M.E. tpouten ], v.t. To 
pour out with force; to utter in a declama¬ 
tory manner, v.i. To l&sue forcibly or 
copiously, to declaim, n. A short pipe 
or channelled projection tor carrying off 
water from a gutter, conducting liquid 
from a vessel, etc.; a continuous jet of 
water, apouter, n. 

sprain (spr&uj [O.F. espreindre], v.t. To 
wrench muscles or ligaments so as to injure 
without dislocation, n. Such a twist or 
wrench or the Injury due to it. 
sprat (sprat) [A.-S. sprott], n. A small 
food-fish of the herring tribe, 
sprawl (sprawl) [A.-S. spreawlian], v.i. 
To lie or stretch out the limbs in a careless 
posture; to straggle. 

spray (sprh) JTeut.], n. Liquid flying 
in small, fine drops; a small branch used 
as a decoration; an ornament resembling 
a sprig of leaves, flowers, etc. v.t. To 
throw or apply In the form of spray; to 
treat with a spray. 

spread (spred) [A.-S. sprvedari ], v.t. (past 
and p.p. spread) To extend by opening, 
unrolling, flattening out, etc.; to diffuse, 
disseminate; to cover the surface of. v.i. 
To be extended in length and breadth; 
to be scattered or disseminated, n. Act 
of spreading; breadth, extent, expansion; 
diffusion; a feast, a. Bombastic; bom¬ 
bastically patriotic, 
spree (spre) [ ?], n. A lively frolic, 
sprig (sprig) [?], n. A small branch; an 


ornament resembling this; a small brad; 
a scion, a young fellow, sprlggy, j,. 
sprightly (sprit'li) [SPRITE, -LY], o. Lively, 
spirited, gay. 

spring (spring) [A.-S. springan], v.i. 
(past sprang, p.p. sprung) To leap, 
bound, jump; to rise, as from a source, 
to originate, to appear; to warp (of wood, 
etc.), v.t. To cause to move, act, etc,, 
suddenly by releasing a spring; to cause 
(a mine) to explode; to develop (a leak), 
n. A leap; a recoil, a rebound; the 
starting of a plank, seam, leak, etc.; 
elastic force; an elastic body or structure, 
usu. of beDt or coiled metal; an issue of 
water from the earth; (fig.) an origih; 
the first of the four seasons (about 21st 
March—22nd June); (fig.) the early part, 
youth, spring-board, n. A springy 
board giving impetus In divmg, eto. 
spring tide : A high tide occurring a day 
or two after the new or the full moon, 
springtime, n. The season of spring, 
springy, o. Elastic, like a spring, 
springbok (spring'bok) [S. Afr. Dut. 
(spring, bok, BUCK.)], n. A S. African 
gazelle. 

springe (sprinj) [M.E., as spring], n. A 
noose, a snare for small game, 
sprinkle (sprinkl) [as SPRING], *. To 
scatter in small drops, 
sprint (sprint) [?], v. To run at one’s 
topmost speed, n. A short run thus, 
sprit (sprit) [A.-S. spreot, pole], n. A 
small spar set diagonally to the top outer 
corner of a sail, spritsail, n. 
sprite (sprit) [spirit], n. A fairy, an elf. 
sprocket (sprok'et) [?], n. One of the 
teeth on a wheel engaging with a chain, 
sprocket-wheel, n. A wheel set with 
sprockets. 

sprout (sprout) [A.-S. sprOtan ], v.i. To 
shoot forth, to germinate, v.t. To cause 
to put forth sprouts or to grow. n. a new 
shoot on a plant; (pi.) Brussels sprouts, 
spruce (1) (sproos) [?], a. Neat, trim, 
smart, v.t. To smarten (up), sprucely, 
adv. spruceness, n. 

spruce (2) [G. sprossen , sprouts], n. 

Spruce-fir, a pine of the genus Picea. 
spry (spri) [?], a. Active, sharp, wide¬ 
awake. 

spud (spfid) [M.E. spuddle], n. A short 
spade for cutting up weeds by the root; 
a potato. 

spume (spfim) [L. ipflma], n. Froth, 
foam. v.i. To froth, 
spunk (spiink) [Ir. spone , tinder], n. 

Mettle, pluck; touchwood, tinder, 
spur (sper) [A.-S. spura ], n. An instru¬ 
ment worn on a horseman’s heel having 
a point or a rowel; (fig.) incentive, 
stimulus; a spur-shaped projection, as 
on a cock’s leg. v.t. To prick with spurs ; 
to urge, incite; to furnish with spurs, 
spurge (sperj) [O.F. espurge, as expur¬ 
gate], n. A plant with milky and usu. 
acrid juice. 

spurious (spur'i-us) [L. spurius ], a. No 
genuine, false, counterfeit. 
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spurn (spSrn) [A.-S. sporuah ], v.t. To 
thrust away; to reject with disdain, 
spurt (1) (spgrt) [A.-S. spryttan, causal of 
sprutan, to 6prout], v.*. To gush out in 
a jet. v.t. To force out thus. n. A 
forcible gush or jet of liquid, 
spurt (2) [Ieel. sprettr , cogn. with SPRINT], 
to. A sudden vigorous effort, esp. in racing. 
v.i. To make a spurt, 
sputter (sput'&r) [freq. of SPOUT], v.i. To 
emit saliva in scattered particles, to 
splutter; to speak in an excited way. 
sputum (spu'thm) [L.], to. (pi. -ta) 
Spittle; matter expectorated, 
spy (spl) [ESPY], v.t. To see, to discover, 
esp. by close observation; to explore 
secretly, v.i. To act as a spy; to pry. 
to. One sent secretly into an enemy’s 
territory to obtain information, 
squab (skwob) [Swed.], a. Fat, short, 
squat, adv. With a neavy fall; plump. 
to. A short, fat person; a young pigeon, 
squabble (skwobl) [Swed.], v.i. To engage 
in a petty quarrel, to wrangle, to. A 
petty or noisy quarrel, 
squad (skwod) [M.F. esquadre , It. squadra, 
square], to. An organized group of 
soldiers; a small party of people, awk¬ 
ward squad : A body of recruits, 
squadron (skwod'ron) [M.F. esquadron , 
as prec.J, to. A main division of a cavalry 
regiment; a detachment of several war¬ 
ships. 

squalid (skwol'id) [L. squdUre, to be dirty], 
a. Dirty, poverty-stricken, squalor, to. 
squall (skwawl) [IceL stvala ], v. To 
scream discordantly. ». A harsh, dis¬ 
cordant scream; a sudden, violent gust 
or succession of gusts, esp. accompanied 
by rain, etc. squally, a. 
squander (skwon'der) [?], v.t. To spend 
wastef ully; to dissipate by foolish 
prodigality. 

square (skwftr) [O.F. esquarre (EX-, L. 
quadrdre , to make square)], ». A rectangle 
with equal sides; any surface, area, etc., 
of this shape; an instrument for laying 
out and testing right angles; the product 
of a quantity multiplied by itself; (Jig.) 
order, proper proportion; equity, fairness, 
a. Rectangular; at right angles (to); broad 
with straight sides; (Jig.) fair, honest; 
in proper order; even, settled absolute; 
full, v.t. To make square or rectangular; 
(Jig.) to bring into conformity (with); 
to make even, to settle, v.i. To be at 
right angles (with); (fig.) to agree, to 
harmonize; to put oneself in a fighting 
attitude, square-rigged, a. Having the 
principal sails extended by horizontal 
yards suspended from the middle, square 
root: The quantity that, multiplied by 
itself, will produce the given quantity, 
squarely, adv. 

squash (skwosh) [?], v.t. To crush, 
to press flat or into pulp. to. A thing 
or mass squeezed to pulp, squashy, a. 
squat (skwot) [O.F. esquatir , to flatten], 
v.i. To sit on the haunches; to crouch; 
to settle on land without any title, a. 


Short, dumpy; in a squatting position, 
squatter, to. One who settles without 
a title, esp. on public land; (Austral.) 
one who leases pasturage from the Govern¬ 
ment. 

squaw (skwaw) [N. Am. Ind. squa], n. 

A N. American Indian woman or wife, 
squawk (skwawk) [as foil.], v.i. To utter a 
loud, harsh cry. to. Such a cry. 
squeak (skwek) [Scand.], v.i. To utter 
a sharp, shrill cry; to break secrecy. 
to. A sharp, shrill sound; (colloq.) a 
narrow escape, squeaky, a. 
squeal (skwel) [M. Swed. sqwcela], v.i. To 
utter a more or less prolonged shrill cry. 
to. A shrill cry. 

squeamish (skwe'mish) [A.-F. escoyrnous], 
a. Easily disgusted or offended; fas¬ 
tidious, excessively nice, prudish, 
squeeze (skwSz) [A.-S. cv>\esan] % v.t. To 
press closely, esp. between two bodies or 
with the hand; to extract (juice, etc.) 
thus; to force (oneself into, out of, etc.). 
v.i. To press, to push, to force one’s way 
(into, etc.), to. The act of squeezing; 
pressure; a close embrace; a throng, 
squeezable, a. 

squelch (skwelch) [?], v.t. To crush; 

to silence, to discomfit, 
squib (skwib) [?], n. A firework emitting 
sparks and exploding; a petty lampoon, 
squid (skwld) [Scand.], n. A cuttle-fish, 
squill (skwil) [L. squilla], to. A plant 
resembling the bluebell; its bulb used 
as an expectorant, diuretic, etc. 
squint (skwiut) [?], v.t. To look with the 
eyes differently directed, o. Looking 
obliquely or askance, to. An affection 
of the eyes causing the axes to be differ¬ 
ently directed; a stealthy or oblique 
look. 

squire (skwir) [ESQUIRE], ». A country 
gentleman; the chief landowner in a 
place; a beau; (Hist.) an attendant on 
a knight, v.t. To attend as a squire, 
squireen, squireling, to. A petty squire, 
squirm (skwerm ) [ ?], v.t. To writhe about, 
to climb (up) by wriggling; (fig.) to display 
embarrassment, etc. ». A wriggling 
movement. 

squirrel (skwir'61) [Gr. ski our os], n. A 
brown bushy-tailed rodent quadruped 
living chiefly In trees. 

squirt (skwert) [Teut.], v.t. To eject in 
a jet from a narrow orifice, to. A syringe; 
a jet (of liquid). 

stab (stfib) [Scand.], v.t. To wound with 
a point; to plunge (a weapon into), v.t. 
To aim a blow with a pointed weapon (at). 
to. A blow or thrust with a pointed 
weapon; a wound inflicted thus, 
stable (1) (st&bl) [O.F. estable, from L. 
stare , to stand], a. Firmly fixed, estab¬ 
lished ; resolute, not changeable, 
stability, to. stabilize, v.t. stably, 
adv. 

stable (2) [O.F. estable , L. stabulum, as 
prec.], n. A building for horses or cattle; 
(fig.) the race-horses belonging to a par¬ 
ticular stable, v.t. To put or keep in a 
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stable, v.i. To lodge In a stable, 
stabling, n. Accommodation in a stable, 
stabilize, stably [stable (1)]. 
staccato (stA-ka'tfi) [It.], adv. ( Mus. 
direction) With each note sharply 
distinct. 

stack (st&k) [Icel. staklcr], n. A regular 
pile of corn, hay, straw, etc., usu. with a 
thatched top; an orderly pile or heap; a 
chimney, a smoke-stack. v.t. To pile 
in a stack, stackyard, n. A yard for 
stacks. 

stadium (st&'di-iim) [L., from Gr. stadion ], 
n. (pi. -dia) (Gr. Ant.) A measure of 
about 202 yds.; an enclosure for foot¬ 
racing and other sports, 
staff (staf) [A.-S. staef ], n. (pi. staffs, Mut^ 
etc., staves, stAvz) A stick; a support; 
a rod used as an emblem of office, as a 
handle, a flagstaff, in surveying, etc.; 
(Mil.) a body of officers assisting an officer 
in command; a body working under a 
manager, etc. 

stag (stag) [A.-S. stagga], n. The male 
of the red deer and other large deer, 
stagbound, n. A large hound used for 
hunting stags. 

stage (st&j) [O.P. estage], n. An elevated 
platform; a raised platform on which 
theatrical performances take place; the 
theatre, the drama, the profession of an 
actor, actors collectively; a regular 
•topping-place on a route; the distance 
between two such; a definite portion of a 
journey, v.t. To pot on the stage, 
stage-coach, n. A coach running regu¬ 
larly for conveyance of passengers, etc. 
Stage-effect, n. Theatrical effect, 
stage-fright, n. Nervousness in facing 
an audience, stage-struck, a. Smitten 
with intense desire to become an actor, 
stage-whisper, n. An aside, 
stagger (st4g'6r) [Icel. stalcra ], v.i. To 
move unsteadily, to totter, to reel; to 
waver, to hesitate, v.t. To cause to reel 
or hesitate; to shock with surprise, etc. 
n. A staggering movement, 
stagnate (st&g'uat) [L. stagnum , pool], 
v.i. To cease to flow; to be without 
current; to become sluggish or inert, 
stagnant, a. stagnancy, stagnation, 
n. 'The state of being stagnant, 
staid (stAd) [stated], «. 8ober, steady, 
sedate, staidly, adv. 
stain (stan) [M.E. steinen\, vU To discolour, 
to soil; to blemish (a reputation, etc.). 
v.i. To cause discoloration; to take 
stains, n. A discoloration; a blot, a 
blemish. Stainer, n. stainless, a. 
stair (star) [A.-S. stager], n. One of a 
series of steps; a flight of stairs, staircase, 
n. A flight of stairs with banisters, 
supporting structure, etc. 
stake (stak) [A.-S. staca ], n. A pointed 
stick set in the ground as a support, part 
of railing, etc.; anything wagered on a 
contingency, etc.; (pi.) money competed 
for; (Jig.) anything contended for. v.t. 
To fasten, support, mark off, or protect 
with stakes; to wager. 


stalactite (st&I'Ak-tlt) [Gr. stalaktos, drip¬ 
ping], n. A deposit of carbonate of lime, 
hanging like an icicle, stalac'tiform. 
stalactit'ic, a. 

stalagmite (stAl'Ag-mlt) [Gr. stalagmos , 
dripping], n. A deposit of the same 
material as in a stalactite on the floor or 
walls of a cave, staiagmit'ic, a. 
stale (stal) [O.F. estaler, to make water], a. 
Not fresh, musty; kept too long; (fig.) 
trite. 

stalemate (st&l-m&t) [?], ». (Chess) The 
position when the king, not actually in 
check, is unable to move without placing 
himself in check, and there is no other 
piece that can be moved, v.t. To sub¬ 
ject to a stalemate; (Jig.) to bring to a 
standstill. 

stalk (1) (stawk) [A.-S. stealcan ], v.i. To 
walk with high, pompous steps; to go 
stealthily, to steal (up to game) under 
cover. v.t. To pursue stealthily, n. 
The act of stalking game; a pompous 
gait, stalker, ». stalking-horse, n. 
A horse behind which a sportsman con¬ 
ceals himself; a mask, a pretence, 
stalk (2) (stawk) [M E. stotke, A.-S. stcela], 
n. The stem of a plant, stalky, a. 
stall (stawl) [A.-8. uteal), u. A compart¬ 
ment for a horse, ox; a booth; a bench, 
table, etc., for the sale of goods, a finger¬ 
stall; a canopied seat in a choir for a 
clergyman, chorister, etc.; a canonry; a 
theatre seat in front of the pit. v.t. 
To keep in a stall (esp. cattle for fattening); 
to furnish with stalls. 

stallion (st&l'yOn) [O.F. estalon], n. An 
nncastrated male horse, 
stalwart (stawl'wert) [A.-S. staslwyrthe ], o. 

Sturdy; stont, resolute, 
stamen (sta'm^n) [L.], n. The pollen- 
bearing male organ of a flower, stam'inal, 
stamin'eous. a. 

stamina (stAm'i-nA) [L., pi. of prec.], n. 

Strength, power of endurance, 
stammer (st&m'er) [M.E. stameren , A.-S. 
stamm, stamor, stammering], v. To speak 
haltingly, with nervous hesitation or 
repetitions of the same sound; to stutter, 
n. A stammering utterance or vocal 
affection. 

stamp (stamp) [A.-S. stem pen], v.t. To 
mark with a dye, pattern, etc.; to affix a 
stamp to; to impress; (fig.) to imprint; 
to bring (the foot) down heavily; to 
crush, pulverise, or extinguish by down¬ 
ward force or pressure, v.i. To strike 
the foot forcibly on the ground, n. Act 
of stamping; an instrument for stamping 
designs, etc.; the mark made by this; 
an official mark showing that duty has 
been paid; a postage-stamp for affixing 
to letters, receipts, etc.; a label certifying 
genuineness, etc. stamp-duty, n. A 
duty Imposed on certain legal documents, 
stampede (stAm-ped') [3p. estampar, to 
stamp], n. A sudden fright causing horses 
or cattle to scatter and run; a sudden 
panic. *.t. To take part in a stampede, 
v.t , To cause to do this. 
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Stentor (sten'tor, -tor) [Qr. StentOr, herald 
in Trojan war], n. A person with a loud, 
strong voice, stentorian (-t6r'i-An), a. 
step (step) [A.-S. step pan], v.i. To lift 
and set down a foot or the feet alternately, 
to walk; to dance slowly or with dignity. 
v.t. To perform or measure by stepping; 

(Naut .) to insert the foot of (a mast) in 
a step. n. A single complete movement 
of one leg in the act of walking, dancing, 
etc.; the distance traversed; a short 
distance; action taken towards some end; 
a single stair in a flight of stairs; a degree 
in rank; a socket for the end of a mast, 
shaft, etc. step-ladder, n. A ladder 
with flat treads or rungs, stepping- 
stone, n. A raised stone in a stream 
or swamp for crossing; (Jig.) a means to 

an end * . 
step- [A.-S. steop, orphaned], pref. A 
prefix used to express relation only by 
the marriage of a parent, as stepbrother, 
-sister, stepchild, n. The child of 
one’s husband or wife by a former marriage, 
stepfather, -mother, n. The later 
husband or wife of one’s parent, 
steppe (step) [Hus. stepe], n. A vast plain 
devoid of forest, esp. Russia and Siberia, 
-ster [A.-S. - estre , as in L. minister ], suf. 
Denoting an agent, as in maUster , songster ; 
or a female agent, as in spinster. 
stereo- [Q-r. stereos , stiff, solid], comb. form. 
stereoscope (ster'6-fl-skdp) [stereo-scope], 
n. A binocular instrument for blending into 
one two pictures taken at slightly divergent 
angles, stereoscopic, -al (-skop'ik, -Al), a. 
Giving the effect of solidity, stereotype 
[stereo-type], n. A printing plate cast from 
a mould taken from movable type. v.t. To 
take a stereotype of; (fig.) to fix in un¬ 
changeable form. . 

sterile (ster'Il) [L. sterilis), a. Barren, 
unfruitful, sterility (stAril'i-ti), n. ster¬ 
ilize, v.t. sterilizer, n. 
sterling (staling) [?], a. Of standard 
value, genuine, pure (of coins and precious 
metals). 

stern (1) (stSrn) [A.-S. styme\ a. Severe, 
grim; harsh, strict; ruthless, resolute, 
sternly, adv. sternness, n. 
stern (2) [Icel. stjOm, steering], n. The 
hind part of a ship; the rump of an animal, 
stem-chase, n. A chase in which one 
vessel follows the other straight behind, 
stem-sheets, n.pl. The space in a boat 
between the stern and the aftermost 
thwart, sternmost, a. 
sternum (stgr'num) [Gr. stemon ], n. The 
breast-bone. 

sternutation (stSr-nu-t&'shCm) [L. ster- 
nutdre , freq. of stemuere , to sneeze]. 
The act of sneezing, a sneeze, sternu'ta- 
tiye, a. 

stertorous (st£r't6r-us) [L. stertere , to 
snore], a. Characterized by deep snoring, 
stet (stet) [L.], v.t. (Print.) Let it stand 
(cancelling a previous correction), 
stethoscope (steth'6-skop) [Qr. stithos, 
breast, -SCOPE], n. An instrument used 
in auscultation of the chest. 


stevedore (st«'v6-dor) [Sp. estivador], ». 

One who loads or unloads ships, 
stew (stfi) [O.F. estuve, hot-house], c.f. 
To cook by boiling slowly, v.i. To be 
cooked thus; (fig.) to be stifled by a close 
atmosphere, n. Meat, etc., cooked by 
stewing; (fig.) a 6tate of mental agitation, 
steward (stfi'Ard) [A.-S. stiyiveard (STY (1), 
WAHL))}, n. A person employed to manage 
the affairs, estate, or household, etc., of 
another, or the service of provisions, etc., 
in a college, club, on shipboard, etc.; 
stewardess, n. stewardship, n. 
stich (stik) [Qr. stichos], n. A metrical 
line, a verse, stichic, a. 
stick (stik) [M.K. stelcen, to pierce, A.-S. 
stician , to stick], v.t. (PAST and p.p. 
stuck) To thrust the point of (in, etc.); 
to fix (into); to thrust (out or up); to 
protrude; to fix on a point; to pierce, 
stab; to cause to adhere to; to set (type). 
v.i. To be inserted (into); to protrude, 
project, or stand (up, etc.); to adhere; 
to be inseparable; to persist, persevere; 
to be hindered or checked; to be perplexed; 
to have misgivings, to hesitate (at), n. 
A slender piece of wood, a rod, wand, 
staff, baton, walking-cane; anything 
resembling this; a drum-stick, fiddle¬ 
stick, etc.; (fig.) an awkward or stupid 
person, sticking-plaster, n. An ad¬ 
hesive plaster for wounds, etc. sticky, a. 
Tending to stick, adhesive; glutinous, 
stickily, adv. stickiness, n. stuck-up, 
a. Erect; (fig.) conceited, giving oneself 
airs. 

stickle (stikl) [?], v.i. To contend per¬ 
tinaciously for some trifle, stickler, n. 
stickleback (stikl'bAk) [A.-S. sticel , prickle, 
BACK.], n. A small spiny-backed fish, 
stiff (stif) [A.-S. stif], a. Rigid, not pliant, 
flexible, or working freely; obstinate, 
stubborn; not graceful; awkward, formal, 
precise; difficult; high (of prices); 
viscous, stiff-necked, a. Stubborn, self- 
willed. stiffen, v. To make or become 
stiff or stiffer. stiffener, n. stiffening, 
n. stiffness, n. 

stifle (stlfl) [Icel. stifle cogn. with stiff], v. 
To smother, to suffocate, stiflingly, adv. 
stigma (stig'mA) [Qr., a brand], n. (pi. 
-mas) A mark branded on slaves, 
criminals, etc.; a mark of infamy; (pi. 
stigmata) (R.-C. Ch.) marks miraculously 
developed on the body, corresponding to 
the wounds of Christ, stigmat'ic, a. 
stigmatize, v.t. To mark with a brand 
of disgrace, etc. 

stile (stil) [A.-8. stigel , from stlgan , to 
climb], n. A series of steps over a fence, 
etc. 

stiletto (sti-let'fi) [It., as style], ». A 
small dagger; a pointed instrument for 
making eyelet-holes, etc. 
still (1) (stil) [A.-S. stille], a. At rest, 
motionless; calm; silent, hushed; not 
effervescent, adv. Now, then, or for the 
future, as previously; yet; nevertheless, 
all the same. v.t. To quiet, to silence; 
to appease, stillness, n. 
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still (2) [L. stillare, to drip], n. A vessel 
or apparatus employed in distillation, esp. 
of spirituous liquors, v.t. To distil, 
still-room, n. A room for distilling; 
a store-room for liquors, 
stilt (stilt) [Swed. stylta], n. A pole having 
a rest for the foot, used in pairs, to raise 
a person in walking; a shore-bird related 
to the plover, stilted, a. Bombastic, 
inflated (of literary style, etc.). 

Stilton (stil'ton), n. A rich, white cheese, 
orig. made at Stilton, Hunts, 
stimulant (stim'ii-lant) [L. stimulant, 
pricking], a. Serving to stimulate, n. 
Anything that stimulates or produces a 
transient increase of vital energy, esp. 
alcohol, stimulate, v.t. To rouse to 
action or greater exertion; to spur on; 
to excite organic action, v.i. To act 
as a stimulus, stimulation, n. stimu¬ 
lative, a. stimulus, n. {pi. -uli) 
That which stimulates; an incitement, 
sting (sting) [A.-S. stingan ], v.t. (past and 
p.p. stung) To wound with a sting; 
(Jig.) to cause acute pain to. v.i. To 
have or use a sting; to have an acute 
and smarting pain. n. A sharp-pointed 
organ, often conveying poison, with which 
certain insects, scorpions, and plants 
are armed; any acute pain, smart, etc. 
stingo (sting'gS) [from STING], n. Strong 
ale. 

stingy (stin'ji) [STING], a. Close-fisted, 
niggardly, stingily, adv. stinginess, n. 
stink (stink) [A.-S. stincan], v.i. (past 
stank, stunk, p.p. stunk) To emit a 
strong, offensive smell; to have an evil 
reputation, n. A strong, offensive smell, 
stint (stint) [A.-S. styntan ], v.t. To give 
scantily or grudgingly, 
stipend (sti'p6nd) [L. stipendiurri ], n. A 
salary, esp. of a clergyman, stipendiary, 
a. Performing services for a stipend; n. 
One receiving a stipend, esp. a magistrate, 
stipple (stipl) [Dut. stippel, dim. of stip , 
point], v. To engrave, paint, or draw by 
means of dots. n. This method; work 
produced thus, stippler, n. 
stipulate (stip'u-lat) [L. stipulus , firm, 
fast], v.t. To specify as essential to an 
agreement, v.t. To settle terms, stipu¬ 
lation, n. stip'ulator, n. 
stir (stfir) [A.-S. styrian ], v.t. To cause 
to move, to disturb; to bestir (oneself, 
etc.); to rouse (up), to excite, animate. 
v.i. To move, not to be still. ». Agita¬ 
tion, commotion, bustle; a movement; 
the act of stirring, stirabout, n. Por¬ 
ridge. a. Active, bustling, stirring, a. 
Moving; animating, exciting, 
stirrup (stir'up) [A.-S. stir&p], n. An 
iron loop suspended from the saddle by a 
strap as a rider’s foot-rest, stirrup-cup, 
n. A parting cup on horseback, 
stitch (stich) [A.-S. sties, as STICK], n. A 
sharp pain in the side; a single pass of 
the needle in sewing; a single turn of 
wool, etc., round a needle in knitting; 
the link of thread, wool, etc., thus inserted. 
v . To sew. 


stiver (stiver) [Dut.], n. Any small coin, 
stoat (stfit) [M.E. stot], n. The ermine, esp. 
in its summer coat; the weasel, 
stock (stok) [A.-S. stocc ], n. The main 
stem of a tree or other plant; a family, 
a line of descent, a post, stump; the 
principal supporting part of anything, 
the handle, base, body, etc.; liquor from 
bones, etc., as a basis for soup; the aggre¬ 
gate of goods, etc., kept on hand; the 
beasts on a farm (live stock) or imple¬ 
ments of husbandry and produce (dead 
stock); ( Finance ) money lent to a govern¬ 
ment; the capital of a corporate com¬ 
pany; (pi.) the shares of such capital; 
(pi.) a frame in which the ankles (and 
sometimes wrists) of petty offenders 
were formerly confined; (pi.) a frame¬ 
work on which a vessel rests during 
building; a cravat, a. Kept in stock; 
habitually used, permanent, v.t. To 
provide with goods, live stock, etc.; to 
keep in stock; to furnish with a handle, 
butt, etc. stock-broker, n. One en¬ 
gaged in the purchase and sale of stocks 
on commission, stockdove, n. The 
European wild pigeon, stock exchange : 
The place where stocks or shares are bought 
and sold, stockfish, n. Cod, ling, 
etc., split open and dried in the sun with¬ 
out salting, stock-in-trade, n. Goods, 
tools, and other requisites of a trade, etc. 
stock-jobber, n. An intermediary 
between buying and selling stock-brokers, 
stock-man, n. (Austral.) One in charge 
of live stock, stock-rider, n. ( Austral.) 
A herdsman in charge of stock, stock¬ 
still, a. Motionless, stock-yard, n. 
An enclosure with pens for cattle at market, 
etc. stocky, a. Thick-set, short and 
stout. 

stockade (std-kad') [Sp. estacada ], n. A 
line or enclosure of stakes, v.t. To 
fortify with a stockade. 

stocking (stok'ing) [dim. of STOCK], n. 
A close-fitting covering for the foot and 
leg. stocky, etc. [stock]. 

stodgy (stoj'i) [?], a. Heavy, indigestible 
(of food); dull, matter-of-fact (of books, 
etc.). 

Stoic (stfi'ik) [Gr. Stoikos, from stoa, with 
ref. to the porch where Zeno taught], n. 
A philosopher of the Greek school holding 
that virtue is the highest good, and that 
the passions and appetites should be 
rigidly subdued, stoical, a. stoically, 
adv. stoicism, n. 

stoke (stSk) [Dut. stoken , to make fire], 
v.t. To tend (a furnace), stoker, n. 
One who attends to a furnace. 

stole (stol) [Gr. stole], n. A narrow band 
of silk, etc., worn over both shoulders 
by priests, and by deacons over the left 
shoulder; a necklet of fur, etc., worn by 
women. 

stolid (stol'id) [L. stolidus], a. Dull, 
impassive, stupid, stolid'ity, n. stolidly, 
adv. 

stomach (stum'ak) [Gr. stomachos , dim. 
of stoma], n. A digestive cavity formed 
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by a dilatation of the alimentary canal; 
the belly; (Jig-) appetite, inclination. 
v.t. To accept as palatable; (Jig.) to 
put up with, stomachic (std-mak'ik), a. 
Pertaining to the stomach; aiding 
digestion.; n. A stomachic medicine, 
stone (st5n) [A.-S. stan ], n. A small piece 
o£ rock, a pebble, cobble; material for 
building, paving, etc.; a millstone, grind¬ 
stone, tombstone, etc.: a gem; the 
disease calculus; a testicle; the seed of 
a grape, etc., the kernel in stone-fruit; a 
hailstone; a measure of weight of 14 lb. 
a. Made of stone; like stone. t>.«. To 
pelt with stones; to free (fruit) from 
stones, stone age : The period in which 
primitive man used implements of stone, 
stone-blind, a. Perfectly blind, stone- 
cold, a. Quite cold, stone-dead, a. 
Dead as a stone, stone-deaf, a. Quite 
deaf, stone-fruit, n. A fruit with seeds 
covered by a bard shell, as peaches, plums, 
eto. stone-mason, n. One who dresses 
stones or builds with stone, stone-ware, 
n. Pottery made from clay and flint or 
a hard siliceous clay. stonework, n. 
Masonry, stony, a. Pertaining to, made 
or consisting of, abounding in or resembling 
stone; (fig.) hard, cruel; impassible; 
obdurate; (slang) destitute of money, 
stonily, adv. 

stook (stuk) [Teut.], n. A bundle of 
sheaves set up. 

stool (stool) [A.-S. stOl], n. A seat without 
a back, for one person; a low bench, 
stoop (stoop) [A.-S. stUpian ], v.i. T# 
bend the body downward and forward; 
to incline forward habitually; (fig.) to 
bring oneself down (to), v. t. To incline 
(the head, shoulders, etc.) downward and 
forward, n. Act of stooping; an habitual 
inclination of the shoulders, eto. 
stop (stop) [A.-S. stop plan ], v.t. To close, 
stanch, plug (up); to fill a crack or cavity; 
to impede; to cause to eease moving, 
working, etc.; to prevent the doing of; 
to keep back, suspend, v.i. To come to 
an end, to come to rest; to eease or desist 
(from); (colloq.) to stay, sojourn; to 
punctuate, «. Act of stopping, state 
of being stopped, a cessation, interruption: 
a punctuation mark; a block, etc., used 
to stop the movement of something; 
(Mus.) the pressing down of a string, 
closing of an aperture, eto., effecting a 
change of pitch; a key, etc., employed 
in this; a set of pipes in an organ having 
tones of a distinct quality, stoppage, n. 
stopper, n. One who or that which stops; 
a stopple, v.t. To close with a stopper, 
stopple, n. That which stops or closes 
the mouth of a vessel, a stopper, plug, 
bung, etc. 

store (stor) [O.F. estor , from L. staurare , 
see RESTORE], ». A stock, an abundant 
supply, abundance; a place where things 
are laid up, a storehouse, warehouse: 
a large establishment where articles of 
various kinds are sold; (pi.) articles kept 
on hand for special use. v.t. To accumu¬ 


late or lay (up or away) for future use; to 
stock (with); to deposit in a warehouse, 
storehouse, ». A place where things 
are stored up, a warehouse, granary, etc. 
storage, n. Act of storing; price paid 
or space reserved for this, 
storied [story (1 and 2)]. 
stork (stflrk) [A.-S. store], ft. A long- 
necked, long-legged wading-bird allied 
to the heron. 

storm (stbrm) [A.-S.], ». A violent atmo¬ 
spheric disturbance, a tempest; a violent 
agitation of society, the mind, etc., a 
tumult, commotion; a direct assault 
on a fortified place, v.i. To rage (of 
wind, rain, eto.); to bluster, fume, behave 
violently, v.t. To take by storm, storm- 
ing-party, n. A party told off to lead an 
assault, stormy, a. Characterized by 
storms; tempestuous; (fig.) violent, pas¬ 
sionate. 

story (1) (stflr'i) [A.-F. stone , O.F. estoire, 
L. historia , BISTORT], ft. A narrative of 
actual or fictitious event*, a tale; the 
plot or incident* of a novel, play, etc.; 
an account of an incident, etc.; a false¬ 
hood. storied (1), a. Adorned with 
scenes from or celebrated in story, 
story (2) [as prec.], n. A set of rooms on 
the same floor, storied (2), a. (usu. in 
comb., as three-storied). 
stoup (stoop) [Icel. staup ], n. A basin 
for holy water. 

stout (stout) [O.F. estout], a. Strong, 
sturdy, well-built, vigorous, intrepid; 
corpulent, bulky, n. A malt liquor, 
strong porter, stoutish, a. stoutly, 
adv. stoutness, n. 

stove (stov) [A.-S. stofa ], ft. An 
apparatus in which fuel is burned for 
heating, cooking, etc. v.t. To heat, 
dry, etc., in a stove, stove-pipe, ft. A 
pipe for conducting smoke from a stove, 
stow (std) [A.-S. stOwgan], v.t. To put 
in a suitable or convenient place; to 
pack away, stowaway, ft. One who 
hides on a vessel so as to get a free passage, 
stowage, «. 

straddle (str&dl) [stride], v.i. To stand 
or walk with the legs wide apart, v.t. To 
stand or sit astride of thus, 
strafe (straf) [G. strafen, to punish], v.t. 
To punish severely; to do a serious injury 
to. 

straggle (str&gl) [?], v.i. To wander 
away from the direct course; to get dis¬ 
persed; to spread irregularly (of plants, 
etc.), straggler, n. 

straight (strut) [A.-S. streht , stretched], a. 
Not curved or crooked; upright, not 
deviating from truth or fairness, correct, 
right; level; unobstructed; reliable, 
authoritative, n. A straight part, piece, 
or stretch of anything, adv. In a straight 
line; without deviation; immediately, 
straight-edge, n. An implement having 
one edge straight, used as a ruler, etc. 
straightforward, a. Upright, honest, 
frank, straighten, v.t. straightway, 
adv. Forthwith, at once. 
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strain (1) (strAn) [O.F. estraindre, as 

STRINGENT], v.t. To stretch tight; to 
exert to the atmost; to weaken or injure by 
excessive effort; to force beyond due 
limits; to embrace; to make artificial 
or uneasy; to purify by passing through 
a colander or other strainer; to remove 
(solids) by straining (out), v.i. To 
exert oneself, to pull or tug (at); to be 
filtered, to percolate, n. Act of straining, 
a violent effort, a pull, tension; a distor¬ 
tion or change of structure, caused by 
excessive effort or tension, impulse; a 
song, melody; spirit, manner, style, 
strainer, n. 

strain (2) [A.-S. strlon\ n. Race, stock, 
family, breed; natural tendency or dis¬ 
position. 

strait (strftt) [A.-F. estreit , as STRICT], a. 
Narrow, confined, restricted, n. A nar¬ 
row passage of water between two seas; 
a trying position, straiten, v.t. 
strake (str&k) [streak], n. A continuous 
line of planking or plates from stem to 
stern of a vessel. 

strand (1) (strind) [A.-8.], n. A shore 
or beach. *. To run aground, stranded, 
a. Brought to a standstill or into straits, 
esp. from lack of funds, 
strand (2) (str&nd) [O.N.F. tstraii], n. 
One of the twists of which a rope is com¬ 
posed. 

strange (strftnj) [O.F. estrange, as ex¬ 
traneous], o. Foreign; not well known, 
new; unusual, extraordinary, queer, 
surprising; fresh or unused (to), unac¬ 
quainted. strangely, adv. strangeness, 
». stranger, n. A foreigner; a visitor; 
a person unknown (to one); one ignorant 
or unaccustomed (to), 
strangle (stringl) [Or. strangali, halter], 
v.t. To kill by compressing the windpipe, 
to throttle. 

strangulate (itrSng'gu-lat) [L. strangnldtus , 
strangled], v.t. To strangle; to compress 
a blood-vessel, intestine, etc. strangu¬ 
lation, n. 

{trap (strfip) [A.-S. atropp ], n. A long, 
narrow strip of leather, usu. with a buckle. 
v.t. To fasten or to beat with a strap; 
to strop, strapper, n. One who uses 
a strap; a tail, strapping person, strap¬ 
ping, o. Tall, lusty, strong, muscular, 
itrata, pi. [stratum]. 

itratagem (str£t'4-j6m) [Or. stratos, 
army, agein , to lead], n. An artifice or 
manoeuvre for deceiving an enemy, 
strategic, -al (strA-te'jik, -tej'ik, -al) [as 
prec.], a. Pertaining to, used in, or of 
the nature of strategy, strategics, ». 
strategy (strAt'e-jf), n. The art of war, 
generalship, strategist, n. 
trath (strAth) [Gael, srath ], n. A wide 
valley through which a river runs, 
tratify (strat'i-fi) [stratum, -py], v.t. 
To form or arrange in strata, strati fica'- 
tion, n. 

tratum (stratum) [L.], n. (pi. -ta) A 
bed or layer spread out horizontally, esp. 
by the action of water. 


stratus (strS'tfis) [L.], n. (pi. -ti) A 
continuous horizontal sheet of cloud, 
straw (straw) [A.-6. sir^aw], n. The dry, 
ripened stalks of wheat, rye, oats, etc.; 
(fig.) anything worthless; a straw-hat. 
strawberry, n. A low, stemless perennial 
plant; ita fleshy red fruit, strawberry- 
tree, n. An evergreen arbutus, 
stray (stri) [O.F. estraur, as STREET], v.i. 
To wander, to go wrong, to lose one’s way. 
n. Any domestic animal that has gone 
astray; a waif. a. Gone astray; strag¬ 
gling ; occasional. 

streak (str§k) [Scand.], n. A long narrow 
mark of a distinct colour from the ground. 
v.t. To mark with streaks, streaky, o. 
streakily, adv. 

stream (strem) [A.-8.J, n. A body of 
flowing water or other fluid; a brook; 
a steady flow, a current; a moving throng, 
eto. v.i. To flow, move, or issue in a 
stream; to wave In the wind, streamer, 
n. A long narrow ribbon, a pennon, 
streamlet, n. streamy, a. 
street (str€t) [A.-S. street, L. strdta (via), 
paved (way)], n. A road In a town with 
houses on one side or both, 
strength (strength) [A.-S. strengthu, as 
strong], ». The quality of being strong; 
muscular force, firmness; amount of 
the whole number (of an army, etc.), 
strengthen, v.t. To make strong or 
stronger, v.i. To increase in strength, 
strenuous (stren'u-ils) [L. strSnuus], a. 
Energetic, ardent; eagerly persistent, 
strenuously, adv. 

stress (stres) [O.F. estrecier, as DISTRESS], 
n. Constraining or Impelling force; 
pressure, violence; weight, importance; 
emphasis, v.t. To lay the stress or 
accent on; to subject to force, 
stretch (strech) [A.-S. atreccan ], v.t. To 
draw out, to extend; to tighten; to 
straighten; to strain; to exaggerate. 
v.i. To be extended in length or breadth; 
to reach; to admit of being drawn out; 
to extend one’s body or limbs, n. Act 
of stretching, state of being stretched; 
extent, reach; a sweep or tract (of land, 
water, etc.), stretcher, n. One who 
or that which stretches; a litter for 
carrying a disabled person; a cross-piece 
for a rower to press his feet against, 
strew (stroo) [A.-S. striowian, as straw], 
v.t. (p.p. strewn, strewed) To scatter, 
to spread; to cover by scattering or by 
being scattered over. 

strict (strikt) [L. strictus, drawn tight], a. 
Enforcing or observing rules precisely; 
severe, stringent; precise, strictly, adv. 
strictness, n. stricture, n. A censure, 
stride (strld) [A.-S. stridan ], v.i. (past 
strode, p.p. stridden, strid) To walk 
with long steps, v.t. To pass over in 
one step; to bestride, n. A long step, 
the distance covered by this, 
strident (stri'd6nt) [L. strldena, creaking], 
a. Sounding harsh, grating, 
strife (strif) [O.F. estrif ], n. Contention, 
conflict, hostile struggle. 
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Strike (strik) [A.-S. strican, to go], v.t- 

(past struck, p.p. struck, stricken) To 
hit; to deliver, to inflict (a blow, etc.), 
to afflict ( usu. in. p.p.), to drive (a ball, 
etc.) with force; to produce, make, effect, 
etc., by a stroke, to ignite (a match), to 
mint (a coin), to blind, deafen, eto.; to 
make (a bargain); to notify by sound 
(of clocks); to thrust (into); to hook (a 
fish); to occur suddenly to the mind of; 
to lower (sails, tent, etc.); to surrender 
by lowering (a flag); to leave off (work), 
esp. to enforce a demand; to determine, 
(an average, etc.); to assume (an attitude). 
v.i. To hit; to dash (against, eto.); to 
be driven on shore, a rock, etc.; to sound 
(the time) by a stroke (of a bell, etc.); 
to lower a flag, etc., in surrender; to take 
root; to leave off work to enforce a demand; 
to happen (upon); to enter (a track), n. 
The act of striking for an increase of wages, 
etc. striker, n. One who or that which 
strikes, esp. a workman on strike, striking, 
a. Surprising, forcible, impressive, notice¬ 
string (string) [A.-S. streng], ». Twine, 
a fine line thinner than cord; a length of 
this- a piece of wire, catgut, etc., in a 
piano or stringed instrument; a cord 
upon which anything is strung, a series 
of things or persons connected together or 
following in close succession, v.t. ( past 
and p.p. strung) To furnish with strings; 
to fasten the string on (a bow); (fig.) to 
make (nerves, etc.) tense (usu. in p.p.); 
to thread on a string, stringy (string i), 
a. Consisting of strings or small threads, 
fibrous; ropy, viscous. 

Stringent (strin'jent) [L. stringent, drawing 
tight], a. Strict, binding, rigid; tight, 
unaccommodating, stringency, n. 

Strip (1) (strip) [A.-S. strVpan), v.t. To 
pull or remove the covering from, to skin, 
peel; to despoil, plunder, v.i. To take 
off one’s clothes; to come away in strips 
to have the thread torn off (of a screw), 
atrip (2) [foil.], n. A long, narrow piece. 
Stripe (strip) [?], n. A long, narrow 

distinctive band; a chevron, v.t. To 

mark with stripes. 

Stripling (strip'ling) [dim. of prec.], n. A 
lad. , , 

strive (strlv) [stripe], v.t. (past strove, 
strov, p.p. striven, striven) To en¬ 

deavour, earnestly to struggle; to vie, 
to emulate; to quarrel (with each other). 
Stroke (1) (strok) [A.-S. strdc :], n. Act 
of striking, a blow; act of stroking, 
a gentle rub; a sudden attack (of disease, 
etc.); a mark of a pen, pencil, etc.; a 
stroke-oar. v.t. To pass the hand over 
the surface of caressingly; to act as stroke 
for (a boat), stroke-oar, ». The 
aftermost oarsman in a boat who sets 
the time for the rest. 

Stroll (str61) [?], v.t. To walk idly, to 
saunter, n. A leisurely ramble, stroller. 


strong (strong) [A.-S. Strang), a. Able 
to exert great force, muscular, capable; 


forcible, energetic; having great power* 
of resistance or endurance; robust, 
hale, tough; having great resources, etc.; 
having a specified number of men, etc.; 
having a powerful effect on the senses; 
(Gram.) forming inflexions by internal 
vowel-change, stronghold, n. A fortress, 
a refuge, strongly, adv. 
strop (strop) [STRAP], n. A strip of leather 
for sharpening razors on. v.t. To sharpen 
on a strop. _ 

strophe (strof'i, strS'fi) [Or.], n. The 
first part of an ode (consisting of strophe, | 
antistrophe, and epode). 
structure (struk'chilr) [L. structus, built], n. 

A combination of parts, as a building, 
machine, organism, etc., esp. the frame¬ 
work; the manner in which a complex 
whole is constructed, or its arrangement. ; 
structural, a. 

struggle (strugl) [Scand.], v.t. To put 
forth great efforts, esp. against difficulties; 
to strive (to); to contend (with or against), 
n. An act or spell of struggling; a 
strenuous effort; a confused fight, 
strum (strum) [imit.], v. To play care¬ 
lessly on a stringed instrument, 
strumpet (strQm'p6t) [?], n. A pros¬ 
titute. „ . , I 

strut (strfit) [M.E. strouten , prob. Scand.], 
v.t. To brace with a strut; to walk with 
a pompous, conceited gait. n. Such a 
gait; a beam inserted in a frame-work to 
keep other members apart, a brace, 
strychnine (strik'nin) [Gr. struchnos, 
nightshade], n. A highly poisonous alka¬ 
loid used in medicine as a stimulant, etc. 


stub (stub) [A.-S. stybb ], n. A stump, end, 
or remnant of anything, v.t. To grub 


up by the roots; to clear of stubs.; 
stubby, a. Containing stubs; short and 
thick. ^ 

stubble (stGbl) [O.F. estouble ], n. The 
stumps of wheat, barley, etc., left in the 
ground after harvest; (fig.) short, bristly 
hair. 

stubborn (stflb'drn) [M.E. stobum ], a. 
Unreasonably obstinate; intractable, re¬ 
fractory. stubbornness, n. 
stucco (stuk'o) [It.], n. Fine plaster for 
coating walls or moulding, v.t. To coat 
with stucco. 

stud (1) (stfld) [A.-S. studu, a post], n. A 
large-headed nail, bead of a bolt, etc.J 
esp. as an ornament; an ornamental* 
button, v.t. To set with studs or orna-i 
mental knobs; to bestrew, 
stud (2) [A.-S. stOd ], n. A number of 
horses kept for racing, breeding, etc. 
studding sail (stunsl) [?], ». An addi¬ 
tional sail set with a square sail in light 

winds. _ „ 

student (stfl'd6nt) [L. student, as STUDY], n. 
A person engaged in study, esp. at an 
institution for higher education or tech¬ 
nical training; a studious person, 
studied [study]. _ 

studio (stu'di-5) [It., as study], n. The 
working-room of a sculptor, painter, 
photographer, etc. 
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studious (stu'di-tis) [L. studiOsus , as foil.], 
a. Devoted to study; diligent, anxious 
(to do something); observant (of); 
studied, deliberate. 

study (stQd'i) [L. studium, real, whence, 
med. L. studidre , O.F. estudier . to study], n. 
Application to books, etc., the pursuit of 
knowledge; a piece of work done for prac¬ 
tice or as a preliminary; a room devoted 
to study, literary work, eto.: a reverie; 
earnest endeavour, watchful attention; 
the object of this. v.t. To apply the 
mind to for the purpose of learning; to 
investigate; to consider attentively, v.i. 
To apply oneself to study, esp. to reading; 
to meditate, to cogitate, to muse; to be 
assiduous, diligent, or anxious (to do), 
studied, a. Deliberate, premeditated, 
intentional. 

stuff (stuf) [O.F. tstoffe], n. The material 
of which anything is made; a woollen 
fabric as opp. to silk or linen; (fig.) non¬ 
sense, trash, e.f. To cram, to pack, 
to stop (up): to fill (a fowl, etc.) with 
seasoning; (fig.) to fill with notions, 
nonsense, etc. v.i. To cram oneself 
with food, stuffing, n. Material with 
which anything is filled; seasoning for a 
fowl, etc. stuffy, a. Ill-ventilated, close, 
stuffiness, n. 

tultify (stCd'ti-fi) [L. stultus , foolish, -FT], 
v.t. To render absurd, to cause to appear 
ridiculous, stultification, n. 
tumble (stfimbl) [M.E. stumblen , cogn. 
with STAMMER], v.i. To trip in walking 
or to have a partial fall; to act, move, or 
speak blunderingly; to come (upon) 
by chance, n. An act of stumbling, 
stumbling-block, n. An impediment, 
a cause of difficulty, etc. 
tump (stfimp) [Icel. itumpr ], n. Any 
art left when the rest of a tree, branch, 
mb, tooth, etc., has been cut away, ampu¬ 
tated, destroyed, or worn out, a stub; 
(Cricket) one of the three posts of a wicket. 
v.i . To walk stiffly or noisily, as on wooden 
legs; to make stump-speeches, v.t. To 
go about (a district) making stump- 
speeches; to put out (the batsman) at 
cricket while he is out of the crease, 
stump-orator, n. One who makes 
stump-speeches, stump-speech, n. A 
speech from a tree-stump or an improvised 
platform; an electioneering speech, 
tun (st&n) [A.-S. stunian], v.t. To daze 
with noise; to render senseless with a 
blow, stunner, n. One who or that 
which stuns; (slang) something first- 
rate. stunning, a. (slang) Wonder¬ 
fully good, fine, etc. 

tupe (stfip) (L. stflpa , stuff]* «• A com¬ 
press of flannel used in fomentations, 
tupefy (stu'p^-fl) [L. stupere , to be amazed, 
-FY], v.t. To make stupid or senseless; 
to deprive of sensibility, stupefaction, n. 
tupendous (stu-pen'diis) [L. stupendus , 
as prec.], a. Astounding in magnitude, 
force, etc., amazing, astonishing, 
tupid (stup'id) [as stupefy], a. Stupe¬ 
fied; dull of apprehension, wit, or under¬ 


standing; senseless, stupid'ity, stupid¬ 
ness, n. 

stupor (stii'pdr) [L., as prec.], n. A dazed 
condition, torpor, deadened sensibility, 
sturdy (1) (stgr'di) [O.P. estourdi , as. 
tounded], o. Robust, lusty, hardy, 
sturdily, adv. sturdiness, n. 
sturdy (2) [O.P. estourdie , giddiness], w. 
A disease in sheep characterized by giddi¬ 
ness. 

sturgeon (st5r'j6n) [O.H.G. sturjo ], n. 
A large fish characterized by bony scales, 
valued as a delicacy, and yielding caviare 
and isinglass. 

stutter (stut'fcr) [freq. of obs. stut], v.t. To 
keep hesitating or spasmodically repeating 
in the articulation of words, v.t. To 
utter thus. n. This act or habit. 
s *y (1) (stl) [A.-S. stigo], n. A pen for 
swine; a mean or filthy habitation, 
sty (2) [prob. A.-S. stlgend, rising], n. An 
inflamed swelling on the edge of the eyelid. 
Stygian (stij'i-an) [Or. stugios], a. Per¬ 
taining to the river Styx; (fig.) gloomy, 
dark. 

style (stll) [L. stilus , stylus], n. A pointed 
instrument used for writing on wax; an 
etching-needle, a graver, a blunt-pointed 
surgical Instrument; manner of writing, 
expressing ideas, doing, etc., as dist. 
from the matter expressed or done; 
kind, make; the general characteristics 
of literary diction or artistic expreesion, 
distinguishing a particular people, person, 
period, etc.; (colloq.) fashion, distinction; 
mode of address, title, description, v.t. 
To designate, to describe formally by 
name and title, stylish, a. Fashionable, 
smart, showy, stylishness, n. stylist, 
n. A writer having a good style, 
stylistic, a. 

8tylite (stmt) [as STYLE], n. A mediasval 
recluse who lived on the top of a pillar, 
stylograph (stl'l6-gr&f) [style -graph], 
n. A pen with a tubular point fed with 
ink from a reservoir in the shaft, 
stylus (stl'ltis) [style], n. A pointed 
instrument for writing by means of carbon 
paper. 

stymie (stTmi) [?], n. (Golf) The position 
when an opponent’s ball lies between the 
player’s ball and the hole. v.t. To 
hinder by a stymie. 

styptic (stip'tik) [G-r. stuphein , to contract], 
a. That stops bleeding, n. A prepara¬ 
tion that arrests bleeding, 
suasion (swS'zhun) [L. sudsio , from suddire , 
to persuade], n. Persuasion, suasive 
(swa'siv), a. 

suave (sw5v, swav) [F.], a. Agreeable, 
bland, polite, suavity (swav'i-ti), n. 
sub- [L. sub- } pref, sub , prep., under], pref. 
Under; from below, upward; denoting 
inferior position; slightly; (Chem.) less 
than normal; (Math.) denoting the inverse 
of a ratio, subacid (sub-is'id), o. 
Slightly acid or sour. n. A subacid sub¬ 
stance. 

subaltern (sub'al-tfcrn) [sub-, L. altemus. 
see ALTERNATE], a. Subordinate: o i 
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inferior rank. n. (Mil.) An.officer below 
the rank of captain. 

subconscious (-kon'shfls), a. Slightly or 

partially conscious. 

subdivide (sub-di-vld') [sub-, divide], v. 
To divide again or Into smaller parts, 
subdivision (-viab'fin), n. 
subdue <sfib-du') [M.E. aoduen , O.P. 
subduz ], v.t. To conquer, vanquish, 
overcome; to tame; to tone down, soften. 
subdu'able, a. 

sub-edit (sub-ed'it) [sub-, edit], v.t. To 
prepare matter <esp newspaper matter) 
for the press, sub-editor, n. 
subjacent (sub-ja'sent) [SUB-, L. jacens, 
lying], a. Underlying, lower in position, 
subject (sfib'jekt) [M.E. and O.F. suget, 
L. subjectus % p.p. of subjicer* (SUB-, jacer« % 
to cast)], a. Being under the power of 
another. liable, disposed (to); dependent, 
conditional n One under the dominion 
or political rule of a person or State, one 
owing allegiance to a sovereign; that which 
is treated, as the topic under consideration, 
a body for dissection, etc.; the cause or 
occasion (for), (Leg.) that member of a 
proposition about which something is pre¬ 
dicated; (Oram.) the nominative of a 
sentence, v.t. (stb-jekt') To reduce to 
subjection (to), to expose, to make liable, 
subject-matter, ». The object of con¬ 
sideration, discussion, etc. subjec tion, n. 
subjective, a. Concerned with o * pro¬ 
ceeding from the consciousness as opp. to 
objective or external things; due to the 
Individual mind, fanciful, subjectivity, 
n. subjectivism, «. The doctrine that 
human knowledge is purely subjective, and 
therefore relative. 

subjoin (sfib-join') [SUB-, JOIN], v.t. To 
add at the eDd, to append, to affix, 
subjugate (shh'ju-g&t) [sub-, L. jug&tus , 
brought under the yoke], v.f. To sub¬ 
due, bring into subjection, enslave, sub¬ 
jugation, n. 

subjunctive (sfib-junk'tiv) [L. tubjunc- 
tlvus (junctu*. joined)], a. Denoting the 
mood of a verb expressing condition, 
hypothesis, or contingency, n. The sub¬ 
junctive mood. 

sublease Uub'ISs), n. A lease held by a sub¬ 
tenant. sublet (sfib-let'), v.t. To let 
to another, the person letting being the 
tenant. 

sublimate (sQb'li-mat) [as foil.], v.t. To 
convert (a solid) to the state of vapour 
and to solidity again; (Jig.) to refine, 
purify, n. The product of sublimation, 
sublima'tion, n. 

sublime (su-blim') [L. tubllmu). a. Of 
the most lofty or exalted nature, inspiring 
awe; (iron.) indifferent to criticism (of 
conceit, etc.), elevated, a. Exalted; 
high in excellence; elevated in manner, 
sublimity (-lim'i-ti), «. 
sublunary (sub-lu'n&r-i) [SUB-, L. luna, 
the moon], a. Situated beneath the 
moon, pertaining to this world, mundane. 
Submarine (sub-ma-ren'), a. Situated, act¬ 
ing, or growing beneath the surface of the 


sea. n. A vessel that may be sub¬ 
merged, esp. one employed in war. 
submerge (sfib-merj') [SUB-, L. mergere, 
to dipl, v.t. To put under water, etc., to 
flood, inundate; to overwhelm, v.i. To 
sink under water, etc. submergence, 
n. submersible, a. and n. submer¬ 
sion, n. 

submit (sub-mit') [SUB-, L. mittcre, to 
send], v.t. To yield or surrender (one¬ 
self/; to present or refer for consideration; 
to put forward deferentially, v.i. To 
yield, to give in; to be submissive, 
submission (-mish'fln), n. Act of sub¬ 
mitting, state of being submissive; 
compliance, resignation, meekness, sub¬ 
missive, a. 

suborder (sfib-Or'dtr) [8UB-, ORDER], *. 

(Zool. and Bot.) A subdivision of an order, 
subordinate (sfi-bOr'di-n&t) [SUB-, L. 
ordo -dinom, order], a. Inferior in order, 
rank, power, etc.; subject, subsidiary 
(to), n. A person working under an¬ 
other; an inferior, v.t. (-n&t) Te make 
subordinate; to treat as of secondary 
importance; to make subservient (to), 
subordina'tion, n. 

suborn (s0-b6rn') [SUB-, L. omdre, to 
incite], v.t. To procure by underhand 
means, esp. bribery, to commit a crime, 
suborna'tion, n. suborner, n. 
subpoena (sub-pS'nA) [L., under penalty], 
n. A writ commanding a person’s at- 
tendance tn a court of justice, v.t. To 
serve with this. 

subscribe (efib-skrib') [SUB-. L. tcrlbere, 
to write], e.1. To write (one ( g name, etc.) 
at the end of a document; to sign (a 
document, promise, etc.); to contribute j 
(a sum to e fund, etc.); to publish by 
securing subscribers beforehand. *.(. To 
write one’s name at the end of a docu¬ 
ment; (fig.) to assent (to an opinion, 
eto.); to engage to pay a contribution; 
to receive and pay for a newspaper, book, 
eto. subscriber, n. subscription 
(-skrip'shfin), ». 1 

subsection (sOb-sefshfin) [SUB-, SECTION], 1 
n. A subdivision of a section, 
subsequent (sfib's4-kwent) [SUB- L. zequeiu t 
following], a. Coming immediately after, 
in time or order; following, succeeding, i 
subsequence, n. subsequently, adv. 
subserve (sfib-sSrv') [sub-, serve], v.t. 

To serve as a means or instrument in 
promoting (an end, eto.). subservient, 
a. Useful as a means; obsequious, ser¬ 
vile. subservience, n. 
subside (sfib-sld 7 ) [sub-, L. »ldere t to 
settle], v.i. To sink, to settle (of 
lees, etc.); to collapse; (fig.) to settle I 
down, become tranquil, subsidence 
(sfib'si-d6ns), n. 

subsidiary (siib-sid'i-A-ri) [as foil.], a. 
Auxiliary, supplemental; pertaining to a 
subsidy; tributary. 

subsidy (sfib'si-di) [L. subsidium (SUB-, j 
sedere , to sit)], n. A tax to defray special I 
expenses; a sum paid by one govern- J 
meat to another; a State contribution 
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to a commercial or charitable undertaking 
of public benefit, subsidize, •.(. 
subsist (sfib-sisO [SUB-, L. riuere, causal 
of st&re , to stand], f.i. To exist, remain 
in existence; to lire, to find sustenance, 
be sustained (on); to Inhere, subsist¬ 
ence, n. subsistent, a. 
subsoil (sfib'soii) [sub-, BOIL (1)1, n. The 
stratum of earth Immediately below the 
surface-soil. 

substance (sfib'stins) [L. substantia ], n. 
That of which a thing consists; matter, 
material; the essence, gist, or main pur¬ 
port; that which la real, solidity, firm¬ 
ness; property, resources, substantial 
(-st&n'sh&l), a. substantiate, v.t. To 
make real, to establish, prove, make good 
(a statement, etc.), substantia tion, a. 
substantive (sfib'st&n-tiv) [L. tubxtuntivus], 
a. Expressing real existence, having 
substance or reality; independently 
existent, not merely implied, n. A 
noun or clause used as a noun, sub¬ 
stantival (-tl'vAI), a. substantively, 
adv 

substitute (sfib'stl-tfit) {L. tubstitatus], n. 
A person or thing serving for another, 
f.l. To put In the place of another person 
or thing, nubstitu tion. a. substra- 
tum (8UB-, 8TKA run], a. {pi. -taj That 
which underlies anything; subsoil, ground 
or basis, substructure, a. An under- 
structure or foundation, 
subten ant [sub-, tkna v*], a. One holding 
land, etc., from a tenant, subtenancy, 
a. subtend' [L. tender*, to «iretch], v.t. 
To extend under or be opposite to (of a 
chord relatively to an arc, or side of * 
triangle to an angle), 
subter- [L., under, less than], pref. 
subterfuge fsub-t6r-fuj) [subter-, L. 
fugere , to flee], n. A shift, an evasion, a 
prevarication. 

subterranean, -terraneous (sfib-te-ra'nd- 
&n, -hs) [SUB-, L. terra, earth, -ANEOUS], a. 
Underground. 

sub-title (sfib'tltl) [8UB-, title], ». A 
subsidiary title to a book, etc.; a half- 
title. 

subtle (sfltl) [L. subtilis , finely woven], a. 
Rarefied, delicate, hard to seize, elusive; 
making fine distinctions, discerning; skilful, 
artful, insidious, subtlety (sutTti), n. 
subtly (stit'li), adv. 

subtract (sflb-trfikt') [SUB-, L. tractus, 
drawn], e.f. To take away (a part) from 
the rest, to deduct, subtrac tion, n. 
subtractive, a. sub'trahend, n. The 
number to be subtracted from another, 
suburb (sfib'hrb) [SUB-, L. ur6r, city], n. 
An outlying part of a city or town, sub¬ 
urban, a. and n. 

subvene (sub-v§n') [SUB-, L. venire , to 
come], c.i. To happen so as to aid or 
effect a result, subvention, n. A grant 
in aid, a subsidy, subvert [L. vertere , to 
turn], v.t. To overthrow, destroy; to 
corrupt, pervert, subversion, «. sub¬ 
versive, a. subvertible, a. sub'way, 
». An underground passage, conduit, etc. 


sue- [SUB-], pref. (before c). 

succedaneum (suk-86-dS'n*-fim) [L. as 
foil.], n. ( pi. -nea) That which is used 
instead of something else, a substitute, 
succedaneous, a. 

succeed (shk-sed') [SUO-, L. cidere , see 
cede], v.t. To come after (in time or 
order), to be subsequent to; to take the 
place previously occupied by. v.i. To 
iollow In time or order; to be the heir or 
successor (to); to be successful, to attain 
a desired object. 

success (atlk-ses') [L. iuccessus, as suo- 
oeei>], n. The act of succeeding, favour¬ 
able result, attainment, esp. of worldly 
prosperity, successful, a. successor, 
n. One who follows another in an office, 
etc. 

succession (suk-sesh'un) [L. succession as 
prec.j, n. A following In order; a series 
of things In order, the act or right of 
succeeding to an offioe or Inheritance; 
the order in which persona so succeed* 
successional, «. 

successive (shJk-6es'iv) [F. successif , as 
SUCCESS], a. Poliowing in order, con¬ 
secutive. successively, adv. 

succinct (sUk-sinkt') [sue-, ctngere , L. 
cmcius, girt], a. Compressed Into few 
words, concise, succinctly, adv. 

succour (siik'Ar) [SUO-, L. currere . to run], 
v.t. To come to the eld of, to relieve in 
distress, eto. «. Aid in time of difficulty 
or distress. 

succulent (sfik'fl-lent) [L. succulentus], a. 
Juicy; thick and fleshy (of plants, stems, 
etc.), succulence, a. succulently. adv. 

succumb jsa-kum') [sue-, L. cumbere , to 
lie], v.i. To cease to resist, to give way; 
to die. 

such (sfich) [A.-8. *t tyle], a. Of that or 
the like kind or degree (as); of the kind 
or degree mentioned or implied; so great, 
intense, etc. (as or that); so. pron . 
Such a person or thing (as); the same. 

suck (s&k) [A.-8. sucan], v.t. To draw into 
the mouth by the action of the lips and 
lungs; to drink In, acquire; to draw 
liquid from with the mouth; to dissolve 
thus. v.i. To draw liquid, milk, nourish¬ 
ment, eto.. In by suction, n. An act or 
spell of sucking, suction, sucker, n. 
One who or that which sucks; the piston 
of a suction-pump; a tube for suction; 
(Roi.) a shoot from a root, sucking, a. 
Not yet weaned. 

suckle (sffkl) [freq. of BUCK], v.t. To give 
suck to. suckling, n. A child or animal 
not yet weaned. 

suction (suk'shun) [F., from L. suctus , 
sucked], n. Act or process of sucking; 
the production of a vacuum in a confined 
space causing Quid to enter, or a body to 
adhere to something. 

sudation (sfi-da'shun) [L. sMatio , a sweat¬ 
ing], n. Sweating, sweat, su datory, a. 
Exciting perspiration. 

sudden (sudn) [O.F. sodain , L. subitus ], c. 
Happening unexpectedly; instantaneous, 

abrupt, suddenly, adv. suddenness, n. 
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sudoriferous (su-dd-rif'er-iis) [L. sudor, 
sweat, -ferous], a. Secreting perspira¬ 
tion. sudorific, a. Causing perspira¬ 
tion. n. A sudorific drug. _ 

suds (sudz) [lit., things sodden, see SEETHE], 
n pi. Soapy water forming a frothy mass, 
sue (su) [O.F. suir, to follow], v.t. To 
prosecute or pursue a claim by legal pro¬ 
cess: to entreat, v.i. To take legal 
proceedings (for); to make petition (to 

} (sw&d) [F., Swedish], n. Undressed 

suet (su'6t) [O.F. seu ), n. The hard fat 
about the kidneys of oxen, etc. suety, a. 
suf- [-SUB], pref. (before/), 
suffer (Btitf^r) [SUF-, L. ferre, to bear], 
v.t. TO undergo (something unpleasant 
or- unjust); to endure, support (un¬ 
flinchingly, etc.); to put up with; to 
allow, v.i. To undergo pain, injury, 
etc. * to undergo punishment, to be 
executed, sufferable, a. sufferance, n. 
Toleration, allowance, tacit permission: 
patience, submissiveness, sufferer, n. 
suffering, n. 

suffice (su-fis') [SUF-, L. facere, to make], 
v i To be enough, to be sufficient (for 
or to do, etc.), v.t. To be enough for, 
to satisfy, sufficiency (-flsb'Sn-si), n. 
The quality of being sufficient; an ade¬ 
quate supply (of); competence, suf¬ 
ficient, a. Enough, adequate, sufficing 
(for), n. Enough, a sufficiency, 
suffix (siif'iks) [SUF-, L. flxus, fixed], n. 
A letter or syllable appended to a word. 
v.t. (sii-fiks') To add as a suffix, to 

suffocate (sfif'6-kSt) [L.suffdc&tus,throttled] 
v.t. To kill by choking; to smother, to 
stifle, v.i. To be or feel suffocated. 

suffoca'tion, n. 

suffragan (suf'ra-g&n) [F. suffragant, as 
foil.], a. Assisting (of an assistant 
bishop), n. A suffragan or auxiliary 
bishop. « * . ± 

suffrage (suf'r&j) [L. suffragxum, from 
suffrago, ankle-bone (used for voting) or 
suffringere, to break], n. A vote; ap¬ 
proval, consent; the right to vote, esp. 
in parliamentary elections, suffragette 
(-jet'), «. A female agitator for women 
suffrage, suffragist, n. An advocate 
of extension of the suffrage, 
suffuse (sti-fuz') [SUF-, L. fUsus, poured], 
v.t. To overspread, as from within, 
suffu'sion, n. 

sugar (shug'&r) [M.E. sugre , Sp. azucar, 
Arab, sakkar ], n. A sweet, crystalline 
substance obtained from the sugar-cane, 
beet, and other plants; a substance re¬ 
sembling sugar, esp. in taste; 0^;) 

flattering or mitigating words, v.t. To 
sweeten or sprinkle with sugar; (Jig.) to 
render palatable, sugar-cane, n. A 
very tall grass, with jointed stems, from 
the'juice of which sugar is made, sugar¬ 
plum, n. A sweetmeat, sugar-tongs, 
n.pl. A pair of small tongs for lifting 
lumps of sugar at table, sugary f a. 


Like or containing sugar; (fig.) flattering, 
unctuous. . . . 

suggest (su-jest') [L. suggestus, brought 
under], v.t. To cause (an idea) to anse 
in the mind; to propose (a plan, etc.) for 
consideration, suggestible, a. That may 
be suggested, suggestion, n. Act of 
suggesting; a bint, prompting, sugges¬ 
tive, a. suggestively, adv. 
suicide (su'i-sid) [L. sul. of oneself, -CIDB], 
n. The act of intentionally taking ones 
own life; one who takes his own life 
intentionally, suici'dal, a. 
suit (sut) [F. suite, from L. secUtus, fol¬ 
lowed], n. The act of suing, request; 
courtship; a legal prosecution; one of 
the four sets in a pack of cards; a set of 
outer clothes, or of other articles used 
together, v.t. To adapt, to make fitting 
(to); to meet the desires of; to befit, be 
appropriate to. v.i. To agree, corre¬ 
spond (with); to be convenient, suit¬ 
able, o. Suited, fitting, becoming, 
suitability, n. suitably, adv. suitor 
(su'tbr), n. A petitioner; a lover; 
(Law) a party to a suit, 
suite (sw§t) [F., as prec.], n. A retinue; 
a set (of rooms, furniture, etc.), 
sulk (sulk) [A.-S. solcen, slothful], v.t. 
To be sulky, n.pl. A fit of sulkiness, 
sulky, a. Sullen, ill-humoured, resent¬ 
ful. 

sullen (sfil'6n) [O.F. solain, SOLE (3)], a. 
Persistentlv ill-humoured, morose, cross; 
dismal, baleful, n.pl. The sulks, sul¬ 
lenness, n. , 

sully (sul'i) [A.-S. sylian , from sol, mud], 
v.t. To soil, to tarnish; to defile, v.i. 
To be soiled or tarnished. ». A blemish, 
sulph-, sulpho- [SULPHUR], comb. form. 
sulphate (sfil'fafc), n. A salt of sulphuric 
acid, sulphide, n. A compound of ! 
sulphur with an element or radical, 
sulphite, n. A salt of sulphurous acid, 
sulphur (sul'flir) [L.], n. A pale-yellow 
non-metallic element used in the manu- ( 
facture of gunpowder, matches, vitriol, 
etc., brimstone, a. Pale-yellow, sul¬ 
phurate, v.t. To impregnate with or 
subject to the action of sulphur, sul¬ 
phureous (-fur'£-us), a. Consisting of 
or having the qualities of sulphur; sul- j 
phur-coloured. sulphuret'ted, a. Satur¬ 
ated or combined with sulphur, sul¬ 
phuric (-fur'ik), a. Derived from or 
containing sulphur, esp. in its highest 
combining quality, sulphuric acid: Oil 
of vitriol, sulphurous (sul'fu-rus), a. 
Containing sulphur in any degree; sulphur¬ 
eous. sulphury, a. 

sultan (sul'tan) [Arab.], n. A Moham¬ 
medan sovereign, esp. of Turkey, sultana 
(-ta'na), n. The wife, mother, or daughter 
of a sultan: a kind of raisin grown in 
Smyrna, sul'tanate, ». sultanic (-t&n'- 
ik), a. _ 

sultry (s&Ttri) [swelter], a. Very hot 
and close; oppressive, sultrily, adv. 
sum (siim) [L. summa , fern, super, of 
superus t higher], n. The aggregate, the 
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total; substance, essence; a particular 
amount of money; an arithmetical 
problem, v.t. To add or combine into 
one total ( usu. up); to put in a few 
words (usu. up), v.i. To recapitulate 
(usu. up). 

summary (sum'&-ri) [L. summdrium , as 
SUM], a. Abridged, concise; done briefly 
or unceremoniously, n. A condensed 
statement, an epitome, summarily, adv. 
summarize, v.t. To make or be a 
summary of. 

summer (sum'Sr) [A.-S. sumor], n. The 
season when the sun shines most directly 
upon a region, the warmest season, a. 
Pertaining to or used in summer, summer¬ 
house, n. A light building in a garden, 
for shade, etc. summer-time, n. The 
official time (1 hr. earlier than Greenwich 
Mean Time) during the summer months in 
Great Britain, summery, a. 
summit (sumlt) [F. sornmet, dim. from 
L. summus , see SUM], n. The highest 
point, the top; utmost elevation, 
summon (sum'dn) [SUB-, L. monSre , to 
warn], v.t. To command to attend, esp. 
in court; to call upon (to surrender, 
etc.); to call (up courage, etc.), sum- 
moner, n. summons, n. (pi. -ses) 
Act of summoning; an authoritative call 
to appear before a court or judge, 
sumpter (sump't6r) [O.F. sommetier , 
packhorse driver], n. A baggage-horse; a 
driver of this. 

sumptuary (sfimp'tu-ar-i) [as foil.], a. 
Pertaining to expenditure, sumptuary 
law : One restraining luxury, etc. 
sumptuous (sump'tu-iis) [L. sumptus , 
expense, cost], a. Costly, showing lavish 
expenditure; magnificent, 
sun (sun) [A.-S. sunne ], n. The heavenly 
body round which the earth revolves and 
which gives light and heat to all the 
planets; the light or warmth of this, 
sunshine, a sunny place; a fixed star 
that has satellites; a chief source of light, 
honour, etc. v.t. To expose to the rays 
of the sun. v.i. To sun oneself, sun¬ 
beam, n. A ray of sunlight, sun- 
blind, n. A window shade, sunbonnct, 
n. A large, light, shady bonnet, sun¬ 
burn, n. Tanning or inflammation of 
the skin due to exposure to the sun. 
sundew, n. A low, hairy, insectivorous bog- 
plant. sundown, n. Sunset, sunflower, n. 
A plant with large yellow rayed flowers, 
sunlight, n. sunlit, a. sunny, a. 
Bright with or warmed by sunlight; 
(fig.) cheery, genial, sunrise, -rising, 
«. The first appearance of the sun 
above the horizon; the time of this, 
sunset, -setting, n. -The disappearance of 
the sun below the horizon; the time of this, 
sunshade, n. A parasol, awning, etc., 
used against the sun. sunshine, n. The 
light of the sun; the space illuminated 
by this, sunshiny, a. sunspot, n. A 
dark patch sometimes seen on the surface 
of the sun. sunstroke, n. A cerebral 
affection due to exposure to the hot sun. 


Sunday (sun'di) [A.-S. sunnan dceg, day 
of the sun], n. The first day of the 
week. 

sunder (sfin'd^r) [A.-S. sundrian], v.t. 

To separate; to keep apart, 
sundry (sun'dri) [A.-S. syndrig], a. Several, 
various, n.pl. Matters or miscellaneous 
articles, too trifling or numerous to specify, 
sup (shp) [A.-S. supan], v. To take (liquid) 
in successive sips; to take supper, n. 
A mouthful (of liquor, soup, etc.), 
sup- [SUB-], pref. (before p). 
super- [L. super , prep., orig. compar. of 
SUB-], pref. Over, above; on the top 
of; excessive, more than, transcending; 
besides; of a higher kind, 
superable (su'per-abl) [L. superdbilis], a. 
That may be overcome, conquerable, 
superabound (su-p6r-a-bound') [SUPER-, 
abound], v.i. To be more than enough, 
superabun dance, n. superabundant, 
a. superadd', v.t. To add over and 
above, superannuate, v.t. To dismiss 
or disqualify on account of age; to 
pension off. superannuation, n. 
superb (su-perb') [L. superbus ], a. Grand, 
majestic, stately; (colloq.) first-rate, 
superbly, adv. 

supercar'go, n. An officer in a merchant- 
ship who superintends sales, etc. 
supercilious (su-p6r-sil'i-fis) [SUPER, L. 
cilia, eyebrows (with alln. to raising the 
eyebrows)], a. Overbearing, haughtily in¬ 
different, disdainful, superciliousness, n. 
supererogation (su-p6r-er-o-g5'shun) [L. 
supererogare , to pay out beyond what is 
expected], n. Performance of more than 
duty requires. supererog'atory, a. 
superex'cellent, a. Of outstanding ex¬ 
cellence. 

superficies (su-p&r-fish'i-§z) [super-, L. 
facies , face], n. A surface; its area, 
superficial (-fish'&l), a. Pertaining to or 
lying on the surface; not penetrating 
deep; shallow. superficiality, n. 
superficially, adv. 

superfine (su'p6r-fin) [super-, fine (2)], 
a. Exceedingly fine, of extra quality; 
over-refined. 

superfluous (su-per'floo-us) [super-, L. 
fluere , to flow], a. More than is necessary 
or sufficient, superabundant. super¬ 
fluity, n. super'fluously, adv. super- 
hu'man, a. Beyond what human beings 
are ordinarily capable of. superin- 
cum'bent, a. Lying or resting on some¬ 
thing. superintend', v.t. To have or 
exercise the management or oversight of; 
to direct, control, superintendence, n. 
superintendent, n. 

superior (su-per'i-or) [L. compar. of 
superus, high (see SUPER-)], a. Upper, 
of higher position, grade, excellence, 
etc.; greater relatively (to); of wider 
application (of a class, etc.); situated 
near the top; above being influenced by 
or amenable (to), n. A person superior 
to one or to others, one’s better, the head 
of a religious house, superiority, n. 
superlative (su-per'la-tiv) [L. superIdius, 




superman 


416 


surcingle 


exaggerated], a. Raised to the highest 
degree, consummate, supreme; (Gram.) 
expressing the highest degree, n. The 
superlative degree; a word or phrase in 
the superlative, superlatively, adv. 
superman (sfi'pAr-m&n) [SEPER-, MAN], n. 

A. hypothetical superior being, esp. one 
advanced in intellect and morals; an 
overman. _ 

supernal (sfl-p&r'n&l) [M.P. superneT) a. 

Of a loftier kind or region; celestial, 

divine, lofty. _ 

supernatural fsd-p6r-nicb r41) [SUPER-, 
natural], a. Existing by, due to, or 
exercising powers above the forces of 
nature, outside the sphere of natural law. 
supernaturalism, n. Belief in the super¬ 
natural. supematuraily, adv. super¬ 
numerary, a. Being in excess of a 
prescribed or customary number, n. A 
supernumerary person or thing, esp. 
(Theat.) e persoD appearing on the stage 
without e speaking part, su'perscribe, 
[L. scribere , to write], v.t. To write 
over; to add an Inscription to. super¬ 
scription, n. _ . 

supersede (su-pftr-s8d') [O.F. superseder, 
to desist, (SUPER-, L. sedire, to sit)], v.t. 
To put e person or thing in the place of, 
to set aside, to annul; to take the place 
of, supplant. 

superstition (sfi-pfer-stisb'tin) [Ii. super- 
stitio , standing over, amazement], n. 
Credulity regarding the supernatural or 
the mysterious, unreasoning dread of the 
unknown, belief in omens, charms, etc. 
superstitious, a. 

superstructure [SUPER-, STRUCTURE], n. 
The top part of a building; a structure 
raised on some other structure, 
supervene (su-p6r-vgn') [super-, L. 
venire, to come) v.i. To happen as 
something additional, superven tion, n. 
supervise (su'pPr-vi®) [super-, L. vlsus, 
seen], v.t. To have oversight , of, to 
superintend, supervision (-vizh'hn), w. 
supervisor, n. 

supine (su-pin') [L. suplnus ], a. Lying 
with the face upward; listless, careless, 
n. (sii'pln) (Lot. Gram.) A verbal noun 
formed from a p.p. stem, 
supper (sup'6r) [O.F. soper, super, cogn. 

with SUP], n. The last meal of the day. 
supplant (su-plant') [SUP-, L. planta, sole 
of foot], v.t. To take the place of or oust, 
esp. by treachery, supplanter, n. 
supple (s&pl) [SUP-, L. pile are, to fold], a. 
Pliant, easily bent; yielding, submissive, 
obsequious, suppleness, n. 
supplement (sup'li-ment) [L. supplPmen- 
tum (SUP-, plere, to fill)], n. An addition; 
an addition to a book or newspaper. 
v.t. (-ment') To make additions to; to 
complete by additions, supplemental, 
-ary, o. 

suppliant (sup'll-4nt) [F., entreating], a 
Entreating, supplicating; expressing en¬ 
treaty. n. A humble petitioner, sup'- 
pliance, n. suppliantly, adv. 
supplicate (sup'li-kat) [as supple], v.t 


To ask for earnestly and humbly; to 

address in earnest prayer. *.t. To be¬ 
seech. supplicant, n. A suppliant, 
supplica tion, n. sup'plicatory, a. 
supply (gfl-pli') [SUP-, L. plere, to fill], 
v.t. To furnish, to provide; to serve 
instead of. n. Act of supplying things j 
needed; that which is supplied; neces¬ 
sary stores or provisions ( often in pi.); 
(pi.) money granted to meet the expenses 
of government. 

support (si-port') [SUP-, L. portfire, to 
carry], v.t. To bear the weight of, to 
sustain, to keep from yielding, to give 
endurance to; to provide for; to advo¬ 
cate, defend, second; to bear out, sub¬ 
stantiate, corroborate; to endure, put 
up with; to be able to carry on; to 
represent (a character, etc.), n. Act of 
supporting, state of being supported; 
one who or that which supports, aid; 
subsistence, livelihood, supportable, a. 
supporter, n. One who or that which 
supports or maintains; (Her.) a figure on 
each side of • shield. 

suppose (si-pft*') [8UP-, POSE (1)], v.t. 
To assume by way of argument or Illustra¬ 
tion, to believe; to take to be the case, 
to surmise; to require a* a condition, to 
Imply supposable, o. supposedly, adv. 
supposi tion. n. 

supposititious (sfi-poz-i-tisb'fis) [L. sup- 
posillcius, from tu ppOnere, to substitute], 
a. Substituted, not genuine, 
suppress (eh-pres') [Sl^P-, L. pressus, 
pressed], v.t. To put down, subdue, 
quell, to keep back, stifle, repress, con¬ 
ceal. suppressible, a. suppression 
(-presb'On). n. suppressive, a. 
suppurate (sfip'u rat) [L. suppdr&ta, 
pus], *.i. To generate pus, to fester, 
suppura'tion, n. sup purative, o. 
supra- [L. superd, abl of svperns, higher, 
see super -], pref. Above, over, super-; 
beyond, supracostal (su-pra-kos'tal) [L. 
costa, a rib], a. Lying or situated above 
or outside the riba. n. supramun'- 
dane, a. Celestial; being above the 
world. 

supreme (sfl-pr§m') [L. supremus, superl. 
of su perns, see prec.], a. Highest in 
authority, power, degree, or importance; 
extreme, greatest possible; last, final, 
supremacy (su-prem'a-si), n. 
sur- [O.F., from L. SUPER-], pref. Super-, 
as in surcingle, surface, surfeit. 
surcease (ser-ses') [A.-F. sursise, L. super¬ 
sedere , to supersede], ». Cessation, v.t. 
To cease. 

surcharge (snr-charj') [SUR-, charge], 
v.t. To overload, overfill; to put an 
extra charge on; to impose payment of 
(a sum) or on (a person) for amounts 
disallowed by an auditor, n. An ex¬ 
cessive burden or charge; an overcharge; 
an amount surcharged; over-printing on 
a postage- or revenue-stamp, a stamp bo 
treated. 

surcingle (ser'singl) [SUR-, L. cingula, 
belt], n. A girth for holding a saddle or 
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blanket on a horse’s back; the girdle of 
a cassock. 

surcoat (ser'kot) [SUR-, COAT], n. A loose 
robe worn over armour; an outer jacket, 
surd (serd) [L. surdus , deaf], a. (Math .) 
Not capable of being expressed in rational 
numbers; ( Phon .) uttered with the breath 
and not with the voice, n. An irrational 
quantity; ( Phon.) a surd consonant, as 
P, U »• 

sure (shoor) [O.F. sur, as secure], a. 
Certain, confident; free from doubts 
(of); confidently trusting (that); in¬ 
fallible, stable; safe, reliable; unques¬ 
tionably true, surely, adv. Securely; 
certainly (often by way of asseveration 
or to deprecate doubt), sureness, n. 
surety, n. One undertaking responsi¬ 
bility for payment of a sum, discharge of 
an engagement, etc., a guarantor; a 
pledge deposited as security, 
surf (sSrf) [?], ». The swell of the sea 
breaking on rocks, eto.; the foam of this, 
surfy, a. 

surface (sfir'fAs) [F. (8UB-, PACE)], n. The 
exterior part of anything that has length 
and breadth, the outside; (Jig.) that 
which is apparent at first view, 
surfeit (sSr'fet) [O.F. sorfait (SUR-, fait , 
done)], n. Excess, esp. in eating and 
drinking; satiety, nausea. v. To feed 
to excess, to cloy. 

surge (serj) [L. surg ere], v.i. To swell, 
to heave (of waves), n. A large wave, 
a billow, a heaving and rolling motion, 
surgeon (s6r'j6n) [O.F. eirurgeon ], n. A 
medical practitioner treating injuries, 
deformities, etc., by mechanical pro¬ 
cedure; a general practitioner; a medical 
officer, surgeonship, n. surgery, n. 
Treatment of injuries, diseases, etc., by 
manual operation; a consulting-room or 
dispensary, surgical, o. 
surly (sfirli) [sir, -lt], o. Churlish, rude, 
gruff, uncivil, surlily, adv. surliness, n. 
surmise (stir-mis') [SUR-, L. missus , sent], 
». A supposition on slight evidence, a 
conjecture, v. To guess; to suspect, to 
suppose. 

surmount (stir-mount') [8UR-, mount], 
v.t. To overcome, vanquish; to cap 
(usu. in p.p.); to surpass, surmount¬ 
able, a. 

surname (ser'nam) [SUR-, name], n. A 
family name, a name added to the Chris¬ 
tian name. v.t. To call by a surname; 
to give a surname to. 
surpass (sur-pas') [SUR-, PASS], v.t. To 
excel, to go beyond, surpassable, o. 
surpassing, a. Excellent in an eminent 
degree. 

surplice (sgr'plis) [F. surplis (SUPER-, L. 
pelliciuSy pelisse)], n. A loose white 
vestment worn by the clergy and chor¬ 
isters. 

surplus (sSr'plds) [SUR-, PLUS], n. That 
beyond what is used or required; balance 
in hand, surplusage, n. 
surprise (siir-priz') [O.F. SUR-, prendre % 
L. prehensus, taken], n. A taking un- 

14 


awares; emotion excited by something 
unexpected, astonishment, an event ex- 
citrng this. v.t. To come or fall upon 
suddenly and unexpectedly, to attack 
unawares; to strike with astonishment, 
to be different from expectation; to shock 
(usu. tn p.p.); to disconcert, surprisal 
n. surprising, a. surprisingly, adv. 
surrender (su-ren'd£r) [sur-, render], 
v.t. To yield up to another; to give up 
possession of; to yield (oneself) to any 
influence, habit, etc. v.i. To yield, esp. 
to an enemy in war; to submit; to 
appear in court in discharge of bail, etc. 
n. Act of surrendering or state of being 
surrendered. 6 

surreptitious (sur-6p-tish'us) [L. sur- 
reptlcius ], a. Done by stealth or fraud- 
clandestine, surreptitiously, adv 
^"fgate (sur'6-gat) [L. surrogdtus, 
elected as substitute], n. A deputy, esp 
of a bishop or his chancellor, 
surround (sfi-round') [SUR-, L. und&re 
to flow, conf. with ROUND], v.t. To lie 
or be situated all round, to encompass, 
invest, enclose, surroundings, n.pl. 
Things around a person or thing, environ¬ 
ment. 

surveillance (sur-vA'lans) [F.], n. Over¬ 
sight, close watch, supervision, 
survey (siir-va') [A.-F. surveier (SUR-, O.F. 
veexr, to see)], v.t. To take a general 
view of; to examine closely and ascertain 
the condition, value, etc., of; to determine 
the boundaries, extent, position, contours, 
etc., of (a tract of country, etc.), n. 
(ser vft) Act or process of surveying* a 
general view; a careful scrutiny; a 
department carrying on the surveying of 
land, etc.; a map, etc., recording the 
results of this, surveying, n. sur¬ 
veyor, n. 


survive (silr-vlv') [sur-, L. vivere, to live], 
v.t. To outlive, outlast; to be alive 
after, v.i. To be still alive or in exist¬ 
ence. survival, n. Act of surviving; 
a person, thing, custom, etc., surviving 
into a new state of things, survivor, n. 
sus- [SUB-], prsj, (before p, t, and some¬ 
times c). 

susceptible (sfi-sep'tibl) [F., from L. 
susceptus , taken up], a. Admitting (of); 
capable of being affected, liable (to); 
impressionable, susceptibility, n. sus¬ 
ceptibly, adv. susceptive, a. Readily 
receiving impressions, susceptible, 
suspect (shs-pekt') [L. sus pectus, sus¬ 
picious], v.t. To imagine to exist, to 
surmise, to be inclined to believe guilty 
to doubt, to mistrust, v.i. To be sus¬ 
picious. a. Suspected, under suspicion; 
doubtful, n. A suspected person, 
suspend (sus-pend') [sus-, L. pendere , to 
hang], v.t. To hang up; to sustain (of 
the particles of a body, fluid, etc.); to 
intermit, to defer, suspender, n. One 
who or that which suspends; (pi.) attach¬ 
ments to hold up socks, etc. 
suspense (sfis-pens') [SUS-, L. pensus 
hung, as prec.], n. A state of uncertainty. 
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apprehensive expectation, suspension, 
n. suspension-bridge, n. A bridge 
sustained by flexible supports passing 
over a tower at each extremity, sus¬ 
pensory, a. Having power to suspend; 
uncertain, doubtful. 

suspicion (sfis-pish'fin) [L. suspUto, as 
SUSPECT], n. The act or feeling of one 
who suspects; doubt, mistrust; (Jig.) a 
very slight amount, suspicious, a. 
Inclined to suspect; entertaining suspicion, 
sustain (sds-tan') [SUS-, L. tenere, to hold], 
v.t. To bear the weight of, to hold up; 
to stand, to undergo without yielding; 
to suffer; to enable to bear, to encourage, 
keep up; to maintain, to establish by 
evidence; to confirm, bear out. susten¬ 
ance, n. That which sustains; food, 
subsistence, sustenta'tlon, n. Support, 
maintenance. 

sutler (sut'16r) [Dut. toetelaar\ n. One 
who follows an army and sells provisions, 
liquor, etc. 

suttee (su-te') [Sansk. sail, virtuous wife], 
n. A Hindu custom by which the widow 
was burnt on the funeral pyre with her 
dead husband; a widow so burnt, sut- 
teeism, n. 

suture (su'tydr) [L. sGtUra, from suere, to 
sew], n. The junction of two parts as 
if by sewing, esp. of the bones of the 
skull; the uniting of the edges of a wound 
by stitching. x r _ , . 

suzerain (su'z6-r&n, -rin) [F.], n. A 
lord paramount; a State having sove¬ 
reignty or control over another, suze¬ 
rainty, n. 

svelte (svelt) [F.], o. Slender, lissom, 
swab (swob) [Dut. zwabber, drudge], n. 
A mop for cleaning floors, gun-bores, etc.; 
an absorbent pad used by surgeons m 
operations, etc. v.t. To wipe or clean 
with a swab. 

swaddle (swodl) [A.-S. swethel , swaddling- 
band], v.t. To swathe in a bandage or 

wraps. swaddling-bands, -clothes, 

swag (swig) [Scand.], n. A burglar’s 
booty; (Austral.) a bundle, 
swagger (sw&g'er) [freq. of SWAG], v.t. 
To walk (about) with an air of defiance 
or superiority; to talk in a blustering 
or hectoring manner, n. A swaggering 
walk or behaviour; bluster, self-conceit, 
swain (sw&n) [Icel. sveinri ], n. A rustic; 

a country gallant; a male lover, 
swallow (1) (swol'5) [A.-S. swalewe ], n. 
A small, swift, migratory bird, swallow¬ 
tail, n. A deeply-forked tail; a dress- 
coat. _ . . 

swallow (2) [A.-S. sioelgari], v.t. To take 
through the throat into the stomach; 
to engulf, to consume (up); (fig.). to 

accept with credulity; to put up with; 
to recant, v.t. To perform the action 
of swallowing. 

swamp (swomp) [Dut. iwamp\ n. A tract 
of wet, spongy land, a marsh, v.t. To 
cause (a boat) to be filled with water, 
swampy, a. 


swan (swon) [A.-S.], n. A large, web¬ 
footed aquatic bird noted for its grace in 
the water, swansdown, n. Down ob¬ 
tained from a swan; a thick cotton cloth 
with a nap on one side, swan-song, n. 
The song traditionally believed to be 
sung by a dying swan; (Jig.) the last 
work, esp. of a poet. 

swap (swop) [?], v. To exchange, to 
barter, n. An exchange, a barter, 
sward (swdrd) [A.-S. sweard, skin], n. 
Land covered with thick short grass; turf, 
swarm (swdrm) [A.-S. svaearm ], n. A 
large number of insects, people, etc.; 
(pi.) great numbers; a cluster of honey¬ 
bees seeking a new home with a queen- 
bee. v.i. To collect together, to leave 
or go (out of) a hive in a swarm (of bees); 
to throng, to be exceedingly numerous; 
(of places) to be thronged or overcrowded 
(with); to climb (up a tree, etc.) by 
embracing it with arms and legs, 
swarthy (swbr'tAi) [A-.S. sweart], a. Dark 
or dusky in complexion, swarthiness, n. 
swashbuckler, n. A bully, a bravo, 
swastika (sw&s'ti-kA) [Sansk., fortunate], 
n. A fylfot or gammadion. 
swath (swawth) [A.-S. swceth , track], n. 
A row of grass, corn, etc., cut and left 
lying; the space cut in one course, 
swathe (svrtoh) [M.E. swathen\ v.t. To 
bind or wrap in a bandage, cloth, etc. 
n. A bandage. 

sway (sw&) [Scand.], v.i. To move back¬ 
wards and forwards, to oscillate irregularly; 
to waver, to vacillate, v.t. To cause to 
oscillate, vacillate, or incline to one side; 
to bias; to control, rule. n. Rule, 
dominion, control; the act of swaying, a 
swing. 

swear (swftr) [A.-S. swerian ], v.t. (past 
swore, *sware, p.p. sworn, swdrn) 
To affirm solemnly invoking Q-od or some 
other sacred person or object, to take an 
oath; to use profane language; to give 
evidence or to promise on oath. v.t. 
To utter or affirm with an oath; to cause 
to take oath, to administer an oath to, 
to bind by an oath; to utter profanely, 
swearer, n. 

sweat (swet) [A.-S. swat ], n. The moisture 
exuded from the skin, perspiration; 
moisture resembling this; act or state of 
sweating; (fig.) labiur, toil, a spell of 
exercise; drudgery; a state of anxiety, 
v.t. To perspire; to exude (of moisture); 
(fig.) to be in a flurry, panic, etc.; to toil, 
drudge; to carry on business on the 
sweating-system. v.t. To emit as sweat; 
to cause to sweat by exertion; to employ 
at starvation wages; to bleed, to subject 
to extortion; to wear away (coins), 
sweater, n. One who or that which 
sweats or causes to sweat; a thick woollen 
jersey, sweaty, a. 

Swede (swed), n. A native or inhabi¬ 
tant of Sweden; (s-) a Swedish turnip. 
Swe'dish, a. Pertaining to Sweden or 
its inhabitants, n. The language of the 
Swedes. 
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sweep (swgp) [A.-S. sw&pan, to swoop], swift (swift) [A.-8.], a. Fleet ranid 
8Wep f> To clea , n or speedy, prompt; soon over, ’sudden.* 
gather (up) with a broom; to earryCaiong, adv. Swiftly. ». A long-winged in- 
etc.) with powerful force; to move swiftly ; sectivorous bird resembling the swallow 
and powerfully over, to range, to scour; 1 ^ * 



with a sweeping motion, v.i. To glide 
along with a strong, continuous or stately 
motion; to range unchecked (of the eye); 
to extend continuously (of a curve, eto.). 
n. The act of sweeping; a clearance, a 
riddance; a sweeping motion, curve, 
piece of road, etc.; the range or compass 
of a sweeping motion, etc.; a long oar 
a chimney-sweeper, sweepstakes, n. 
A transaction in which a number of 
persons stake sums on an event, the total 
amount being divided among the winning 
betters, sweeper, n. sweeping, a. 
That sweeps p wide-ranging, comprehen¬ 
sive. n.pl. Things collected by sweep¬ 
ing; (Jig.) rubbish, sweepingly, adv. 
sweet (sw§t) [A.-S. switf |, a. Having a taste 
like that of honey or sugar; pleasing to 
the senses; fragrant; refreshing; not 
salt; (fig.) agreeable, delightful; charm¬ 
ing, lovable, dear. n. A sweetmeat; 
(pi.) sweet dishes, sweetbread, n. The 
pancreas of a calf or sheep as food, sweet¬ 
heart, n. A lover, male or female, v.i. 
To be love-making, sweetmeat, n. An 


„ , --, wash], 

To rinse; to drink greedily, v.i. To 
drink to excess, n. A rinsing; hog- 

swim (swim) [A.-S. swimmari], v.i. (pent 
swam, p.p. swum) To float; to move 
through water by the motion of the hands 
and feet, fins, etc.; to glide along; to be 
drenched (with water); to feel dizzy, v.t. 
To pass by swimming; to compete in (a 
race); to cause (a horse, boat, etc.) to 
swim; to float (a ship, etc.), n. Act 
or spell of swimming; a run frequented 
by fish, swimmer, n. swimmingly, 
adv. Smoothly, easily, without impedi¬ 
ment. 

swindle (swindl) [Q-. schwindeln , to be 
dizzy], v. To cheat; to defraud grossly, 
n. Act or process of swindling; a gross 
imposition, a fraudulent scheme; (colloq.) 
a deception, a fraud, swindler, n. 

swine (swin) [A.-S. swln ], n. (pi. un¬ 
changed) . A hoofed omnivorous mam¬ 
mal, a pig, a hog; (fig.) a greedy or 
debased person, swine-herd, n. One 
who tends swine, swinish, a. 


XO ue love-maxing, sweetmeat, n. An wno tends swine, swinish, o. 
article of confectionery consisting princip- swing (swing) [A.-S. swingan ], v.i. (past 
ally of sugar, a fruit candied with sugar. ! swung, p.p. swung) To move to and 
sweet-oil, n. Olive oil. sweet-pea, n. ! fro, as a suspended body, to sway, hang 
An annual leguminous climbing plant, I freely, oscillate; to turn on a pivot; to 
with showy flowers, sweet-potato, n. 1 go with a rhythmical motion; to be 
A tropical climbing plant with an edible i hanged, v.t. To cause to move to and 
root, sweetwilliam, n. A perennial j fro or to turn or move round, as on a 

pivot, n. Act or state of swinging; 


species of pink with clusters of showy and j 
fragrant flowers, sweeten, v. sweeten¬ 
ing, n. sweeting, n. A sweet variety of 
apple. sweetish, a. sweetly, adv. 
sweetness, n. 

swell (swel) [A.-S. swellari ], v.i. (p.p. 
swollen, sweeten, swelled) To increase 
in bulk, volume, strength, or intensity; 
to expand; to rise in altitude; (fig.) to 
be puffed up, to be inflated with anger, 


swinging or oscillating motion, gait, or 
rhythm; the sweep of a moving body; 
unrestrained liberty; a suspended seat 
in which one can swing to and fro, a spell 
of swinging in this, swing-boat, n. A 
boat-shaped car for swinging in. swing - 
bridge, n. A draw-bridge turning hori¬ 
zontally. 

swinge (swinj) [A.-S. sioengan ], v.t. To 


etc. v.t. To increase the size of; to i beat, thrash, n. swingeing, a! Thump- 
inflate, to puff up. n. The act or effect < ing, huge. y 

of swelling; a succession of long, un- 1 swipe (swlp) [A.-S. swipian], v. To hit 
broken waves in one direction; a bulge; | with great force, n. A hard blow esp 
(Mus.) an increase followed by a decrease ! at cricket; (pi.) thin beer, 
in the volume of sound; a contrivance in ! swirl (swfcrl) [Scand.], v.i. To form 
an organ for effecting this; (colloq.) a! eddies, to whirl about, n. A whirling 
person of importance, a showy or fashion- 1 motion, an eddy. 

able person, a. Characterized by dis- | swish (swish) [imit.], v.i. To make a 
play, smart, dandified, swelling, n. } whistling sound in cutting through the 
Act of expanding or state of being swollen ' air. 

augmented; (Path.) an unnatural Swiss (swis) [F. suisse, Switzerland], o. 


enlargement of a part, 
swelter (swel't6r) [A.-S. sweltan ], v.i. To 
be hot and oppressive, to cause faintness 
(of the weather, etc.); to be overcome 
with heat, sweltry, a. 
swerve (swgrv) [A.-S. sweorfan , to rub], 
v.i. To turn to one side, to deviate. ». 
Act of swerving. 


Pertaining to Switzerland or its inhabitants. 
n. A native or the people of Switzerland, 
switch (swich) [M.Dut. stvick ], n. A 
flexible twig or rod; a tress of hair tied 
up at one end; a mechanism for diverting 
vehicles from one line to another, trans¬ 
ferring electric current from one wire to 
another, etc. v.t. To lash with a switch; 
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to shift (a train, etc.) from one line to 
another; to turn (on or off) with a switch, 
switchback, n. A railway on which the 
vehicles are carried over a series of ascend¬ 
ing inclines by the momentum of previous 
descents, switch-board, n. A board 
from which electric or telephonic circuits 

are controlled. _ 

swivel (swivl) [as SWIFT], n. Mechanism 
allowing two parts to revolve independ¬ 
ently; a support allowing free horizontal 
rotation. 

swoon (swoon) [A.-S. swogan), v.i. To 
faint, n. Act of swooning, a faint, 
swoop (swoop) [A.-S. stoapan , to rush], 
v.i. To descend upon prey, etc., suddenly, 
to come (down) upon. n. A sudden 
plunge as of a bird of prey on its quarry, 
sword (s5rd) [A.-S. sweord ], n. A long 
blade fixed in a hilt used for cutting or 
thrusting; (Jig.) the power of the sword; 
war, death, sword-arm, n. The right 
arm. sword-fish, n. A sea-fish allied 
to the mackerel, having the upper jaw 
prolonged into a formidable sword-like 
weapon, sword-play, n. Fencing; (Jig.) 
repartee, swordsman, n. One who 
carries a sword; one skilled in the use of 
the sword. 

sybarite (slb'4-rtt), n. An inhabitant of 
Sybaris, an ancient Greek colony in S. 
Italy, noted for effeminacy; an effemin¬ 
ate and luxurious person, 
sycamore (sik'A-mfir) [SYOOMORE], n. A 
medium-sized tree allied to the maple and 
plane. 

sycomore fsik'd-mOr) [Gr. sukon , fig, 
moron , mulberry], ». A Syrian and 
Egyptian fig-tree, the Oriental sycamore, 
sycophant (sik'd-fAnt) [Gr. tukophantts], 
n. A servile flatterer, a parasite, syco¬ 
phancy, n. sycophantic, a. 
syenite (s!'*-nit) [Syene, Egypt], n. A 
granular igneous rock, 
syl- [SYN-], pref. (before l ). 
syllable (sil'&bl) [Gr. tvlldbg (8YL-, lam- 
banein , to take)], w. A word or part of a 
word containing one vowel sound and 
uttered at a single effort; (fig.) the least 
particle of speech, v.t. To articulate, 
to utter, syllable, a. Pertaining to or 
consisting of a syllable or syllables; 
having each syllable distinct, 
syllabus (sil'A-bAs) [as prec.], n. A 
summary, abstract, ete., giving the 
principal heads of a course, etc. 
syllogism (sil'6-jizm) [Gr. sullogismos 
(SYL-, logos, reason)], n. A form of 
argument oonsisting of a general state¬ 
ment, an instance, and a conclusion 
deduced from these, syllogistic, o. 
sylph (silf) [? Gr. tilphe , some beetle], n. 
A fabulous being inhabiting the air; a 
graceful and slender girl, 
sylvan (sirVAn) [L. silva, wood], a. Per¬ 
taining to a forest; growing in woods; 
rural, sylviculture, n. Forestry, 
syrn- [SYN-], pref. (before 6, m, or p). 
symbol (sim'bol) [Gr. sumbolon, token 
(SYM-, ballein , to throw)], n. An object 


typifying something, a type, an emblem; 
a character accepted as representing some 
thing, idea, process, etc., as the letters of 
the alphabet, those representing the 
elements, mathematical signs, etc. sym¬ 
bolic, -al, a. sym'bollsm, n. sym'- 
bolize, v.t. To typify; to represent by 
symbols; to treat as symbolic, to make 
representative of something. 

symmetry (sim'6-tri) [SYM-, Gr. metron , 
measure], n. Due proportion of the 
several parts of a body, congruity, har¬ 
mony ; arrangement so that opposite 
parts are similar in shape and size, sym¬ 
metric, -al, a. symmetrize, v.t. To 
make symmetrical. 

sympathy (sim'pA-thi) [SYM-, Gr. pathein , 
to suffer], n. The quality of being 
affected with the same feelings as another, 
or of sharing emotions, etc.; fellow- 
feeling, accord (with); compassion (for) 
sympathetic, a. Pertaining to sym¬ 
pathy ; having sympathy with another; 
being in agreement, concordant, sym¬ 
pathetically, adv. sympathize, v.i. To 
have or express sympathy with another; 
to be of the same disposition, opinion, 
etc. 

symphony (sim'fd-ni) [STM-, Gr. phOng, 
sound], n. A complex composition for an 
orchestra, symphonic (-fon'ik), sym- 
phonious (-f6'ni-us), a. 
symposium (sim-po'zi-fim) [SYM-, Gr. 
posts, drink], n. (pi. -ia) (Or. ArU.) 
A convivial party with music, dancing, 
etc. 

symptom (simp'tdm) [Gr. sumptOma, a 
chance, a casualty], n. A perceptible 
change in the appearance or functions of 
the body indicating disease; an indication 
symptomatic, a. 
syn- [Gr. tun , prep, with], 
together; alike, synaeresis 
[Gr. tunairesis (hairein, tc 
The contraction of two vowels or syllables 
into one. 

synagogue (sin'A-gog) [8YN-, Gr. agein, to 
bring], n. A Jewish congregation for 
religious instruction and observances; a 
place of meeting for this, 
synalgia (sin-al'ji-A) [8YN-, Gr. algos, pain], 
n. Sympathetic pain, 
synchronism (sing'krd-nizm) [SYN-, Gr. 
chronos , time], n. Concurrence of two or 
more events in time, eimultaneousness; a 
tabular arrangement of historical events 
or personages according to date, syn- 
chronal, synchronous, s. synchron- 
is'tic, a. synchronize, v.i. To concur 
in time, to happen at the tame time. 
v.t. To cause to agree in time, 
syncopate (sing'k6-pAt) [as foil.], v.t. To 
contract (a word) by omitting one or 
more letters from the middle; (ifus.) to 
begin (a note or tone) on an unaccented 
and continue with an accented beat, 
syncopa'tion, n. 

syncope (sing'k6-pA) [SYN-, Gr. koptein, 
to strike], n. The elision of a letter or 
syllable from the middle of a word; 


pref. With; 
(si-nSr'6-sis) 
> take)], n. 
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(Path.) fainting, swooning, syncopize, 
vJ. To syncopate. 

syndic (sin'dik) [SYN-, Gr. dike, justice], n. 
An officer invested with varying powers in 
different places and times, 
syndicalism (sin'di-kA-lizm) [prec.]. 

The economic doctrine that workers 
should participate in the management 
and profits of the industry, and that the 
workers in different trades should federate 
to bring this about, syndicalist, n. 
syndicate (sin'di-kAt) [syndic, -ate], n. 
A body of syndics, esp. at Cambridge; an 
association formed to promote some 
special interest. 

syne (sin) [8c., SINCE], adv. Long ago. 
synecdoche (si-nek'dd-ki) [SYN-, Gr. ek, 
out, dechesthai , to receive], n. A rhetorical 
figure by which a part is put for the whole 
or the whole for a part, 
synod (sin'dd) [SYN-, Gr. hodos , way], n. 
An ecclesiastical council, synod'ic, -al, 
a. Pertaining to a synod, 
synonym (sin'6-nim) [SYS-, Gr. onuma , 
name], n. A word having the same 
meaning as another of the same language, 
synonym'ic, a. Pertaining to synonymy, 
synon'ymous, o. Expressing the same 
thing by a different word or words; con¬ 
veying the same Idea. 

synopsis (si-nop'sis) [SYN-, opsis, seeing], 
n. (pi. -ses, sez) A general view, a con¬ 
spectus, a summary, synop'tic, a. Of 
the nature of a synopsis, n. One of the 
synoptic gospels, viz., those of Matthew, 
Mark, and Luke; these evangelists, 
syntax (sin't&ks) [SYN-, Gr. tcucein, to 
arrange], n. The part of grammar that 
deals with the arrangement of words In 
sentences, syntactic, a. Pertaining to, 
or according to the rules of syntax, syn¬ 
tactically, adv. 

synthesis (sin'thA-sis) [SYN-, Gr. thesis, 
putting], n. (pi. -ses, -s§») The putting 
of things together, combination, composi¬ 
tion; the building up of a complex whole, 
the process of forming concepts, theories, 
etc.; '(Gram.) the formation of compound 
words; (Surg.) the union of broken parts. 

S nthet'ic, -al, a. Pertaining to or con- 
ting in synthesis, synthesize, v.t. 
Syriac (sir'i-Ak), a. Pertaining to Syria 
or its language, n. The language of "the 
ancient Syrians, western Aramaic. Syrian, 
a. and n. 

syringa (si-ring'gA) [Gr. surinx , reed], n. 

A genus of plants containing the lilacs, 
syringe (si-rinj') [as prec.], n. A cylin¬ 
drical instrument, a piston used to draw 
in and eject liquid, a squirt, v.t. To water, 
spray, or cleanse with a syringe, 
syrup (sir'dp) [Arab, shar&b , see SHER¬ 
BET], n. A saturated solution of sugar in 
water, usu. with fruit-juice, etc.; treacle, 
syrupy, a. 

system (sis'tAm) [Gr. sustima ], n. Organ¬ 
isation, method; a co-ordinated body of 
principles, facts, theories, etc.; a method 
of classification; a co-ordinated arrange¬ 
ment of things or parts, for working to¬ 


gether; any organic structure taken as a 
whole, as the animal body, the universe, 
etc. systematic, a. Methodical; done, 
etc., on a regular plan, not haphazard, 
systematize, v.t. systematization, n. 
systole (sis't6-16) [Gr. sustellein , to draw 
together], n. The contraction of the heart 
impelling the blood outwards, alternating 
with diastole, systolic, a. 


T 

Taal (tal) [Dut., language], ». 8. African 
Dutch. 

tab (tfib) [?], n. A small flap, tag, etc. 
tabard (t&b'Ard) [O.P.], n. A garment 
worn over armour; a herald’s sleeveless 
coat blazoned with the arms of the 
sovereign. 

tabby (t&b'i) [Arab, utdbi], «. Silk or 
other stuff with a watered surface; a 
brindled cat, esp. a female, 
tabernacle (tAb'Ar-n&kl) [L. tabemdculum , 
tent], n. A movable booth, used as a 
habitation, temple, etc.; a tent-like struc¬ 
ture used by the Jews as a sanctuary 
before their settlement in Palestine; a 
receptacle for the consecrated elements or 
the pyx; (Arch.) a canopy, esp. over a 
niche, tomb, etc. e.t. To sojourn, 
table (t&bl) [L. tabula], n. A flat surface 
resting on supports, used for serving meals 
upon, working, playing games, etc.; food 
served upon it, fare, cuisine; the company 
sitting at a table; a list of numbers, refer¬ 
ences, etc., arranged systematically; a 
flat surface, a plateau, table-cloth, n. 
A cloth for covering a table, esp. at meal¬ 
times. table d *hdte (tabl d6t') [F., host’s 
table], n. (pi. tables-) A common table 
for guests at an hotel, table-land, n. 
A plateau, table-talk, n. Familiar con¬ 
versation, miscellaneous chat, 
tableau (t&b'ld) [F.], n. (pi. -eaux) A 
picture; a vivid representation or effect, 
tableau vivant: (pi. tableaux vivants) 
A motionless group representing some 
scene or event. 

tablet (t&b'lAt) [dim. of table], n. A thin 
flat piece of wood, ivory, etc., for writing 
on; a small slab, esp. used as a memorial, 
taboo (tA-boo') [Maori tapu ], «. A custom 
among Polynesians of prohibiting the use 
of certain persons, places, or things, a. 
Banned, prohibited. 

tabouret (tAb'6-ret) [dim. of O.F. labour , 
drum], n. A small seat; an embroidery 
frame; a needle-case. 

tabular (tAb'u-lAr) [as table], o. In the 
form of a table; formed in thin plates; 
arranged in or computed from tables, 
tabulate, v.t. To reduce to or arrange 
(figures, etc.) in tabular form, tabulator, n. 
tacit (t&s'it) [L. tacere, to be silent], a. 

Implied but not expressed, tacitly, adv. 
taciturn (t&s'i-turn) [L. taciturnus , as 
prec.], a. Habitually silent, reserved, 
tadtur'nity, n. taciturnly, adv. 
tack (t&k) [O.F. tache, peg], ». A small, 
flat-headed nail; a long stitch for tern- 
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porary fastening; the course of a ship as 
determined by the position of her sails; the 
act of changing direction to take advan¬ 
tage of a side-wind, etc. v.t. To fasten 
with tacks; to append (to), v.i. To 
change the course of a ship by shifting the 
position of the sails, tacky, o. Sticky, 
tackiness, n. 

tackle (takl) [Teat.], n. Ropes, pulleys, 
etc., for lifting or for working spars, sails, 
etc.; a windlass with its ropes, etc.; the 
gear for carrying on any particular work 
or sport, v.t. To grapple with; to set to 
work vigorously upon, 
tact (t&kt) [L. tactus, touch], n. An 
intuitive sense of what is fitting, adroitness 
in doing the proper thing, tactful, a. 
tactless cl% 

tactics (tAk'tiks) [Gr. taktos, ordered], n. 
The art of manoeuvring armed forces, esp. 
in contact with the enemy; (pi.) devices 
to attain some end. tactical, a. tacti¬ 
cian (-tish'&n), n. 

tadpole (t&d'pfil) [TOAD, POLL, head], n. 
The larva of a frog or toad before the gills 
and tail disappear. 

tael (tal) [Malay tahiX\, n. A Chinese 
weight of 1$ oz., and a silver monetary 
unit (about 6s. lOd.) 

tafferel (taf'6r-61) [Dut. tafereel ], n. The 
upper part of a ship’s stern, 
taffeta (t&f'6-ta) [Pers. tdftan , to twist], n. 

A light, thin, glossy silk fabric, 
taffrail (taf'ral, -r&l) [corr. of TAFFEREL], n. 

The rail round a ship’s stern, 
tag (t&g) [Scand.], n. Any small appendage, 
as a metal point at the end of a lace, a 
loop, a label, eto.; a well-worn quotation, 
tail (1) (tal) [A.-S. tcegl , toegel , cp. Icel. tagl , 
Swed. tagel , G. tegeT), n. The hindmost 
part of an animal extending beyond the 
body; a prolongation of or a pendant or 
appendage to anything; a retinue, a 
queue, v.i. To fall behind or drop 
(away or off) In a scattered line, tail 
board, n. The board at the back of i 
cart, wagon, etc. tail-end, n. The 
fag-end. tail-piece, n. An ornamental 
design at the end of a chapter, etc. 
tail (2) (tftl) [as TALLY], n. Limitation of or 
limited ownership; an estate of inheritance 
limited to a person and the heirs of his 


Douy. _ 

tailor (ta'ldr) [O.F. tailleor ], n. One 
who cuts out and makes men’s outer 
clothes, v.i. To work as a tailor, 
tailor-made, a. Made by a tailor (of 
women’s outer clothes), tailoress, n. 

taint (tant) [F. teint, stained], n. A trace 
of decay, disease, etc.; infection; a stain, 
blemish, disgrace. 

take (tak) [A.-S. tacan ], v.t. (past took, 
tuk, p.p. taken) To lay hold of, to grasp, 
catch, arrest, gain possession of, win, etc.; 
to carry off, away, or with one, to conduct, 
withdraw, extort, etc.; to receive, procure, 
acquire, consume; to adopt, select, 
submit to; to ascertain by inquiry; to 
understand, consider, infer; to be infected 
with; to experience; to bear in a specified 


way; to perform (an action, etc.); to 
photograph, v.i. To derogate, detract; 
to have a desired effect; to come out well 
(in a photograph); to please; to be 
attracted or inclined (to); to betake 
oneself (to), n. That which is taken; 
amount taken at one catch or in one 
season, taking, a. Pleasing, alluring. 
n. The act of one that takes; capture; 
state of agitation; (pi.) money taken; 
receipts. 

talbot (tawl'bbt) [?], n. A large variety 
of hound, formerly used for hunting, 
talc (tftlk) [Arab, talq], n. A fibrous, 
greasy magnesium silicate occurring in 
prisms and plates, used as a lubricator, 
etc. talcky, a. 

tale (tal) [A.-8. tasl, number, tain , story], n. 
An account, a story, true or fictitious; a 
total, a reckoning. 

talent (tai'Gnt) [Gr. talanton , balance], n. 

A weight and denomination of money in 
ancient Greece, Rome, Assyria, etc.; a 
particular aptitude or faculty; superior 
mental capacity; persons of talent, 
talented, a. Endowed with talents or 
ability. 

talisman (t&l'iz-mAn) [Arab, tilsam , Gr. 
telesma , payment], n. An amulet, a 
magical figure to which wonderful effects 
were ascribed. 

talk (tawk) [M.E. talken , as TALE], v.i. To 
utter words; to converse; to have the 
power of speech, v.t. To express in 
speech; to discuss; to speak (a specified 
language); to affect by talking, n. 
Chat; a subject of conversation; gossip, 
talkative, o. Given to talking, talker, 
n. talking, o. That talks; able to talk, 
tall (tawl) [Celt.], a. Above the average 
height; having a specified height, tall¬ 
ness, n. 

tallow (tai'5) [M.E. talgK], n. A substance 
composed of the harder fats, used for 
candles, soap, eto. tallow-chandler, n. 
One who makes or deals in candles. 

tallowy, o. 

tally (tai'i) [F. faille, notch], n. A stick 
in which notches are cut for keeping 
accounts; such a notch, a reckoning, an 
account; a counterpart, a duplicate (of); 
a tag for Identification, v.t. To score 
as on a tally, to record, v.i. To 
correspond (with). 

tally-ho (tai'i-hd') [F. talaut ], int. and n. 
The huntsman’s cry to hounds, 
talon (t&l'dn) [F. heel], n. A claw, esp. 
of a bird of prey. 

tamable (ta'mAbl) [TAME, -able], a. 

Capable of being tamed, tamabil'ity, n. 
tamarind (t&m'a-rind) [Arab, tamr , ripe 
date. Hind , India], n. A tropical tree; 
its pulpy leguminous fruit, used in cooling 
beverages. 

tamarisk (tSm'A-risk) [L.], n. An ever¬ 
green shrub with slender feathery branches, 
tambour (t&m'b6r) [F., drum], n. A 
drum ; a circular frame for embroidery; 
a cylindrical stone, as part of a column. 
v. To embroider with or on a tambour. 
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tambourine (tam-b6-r§n') [dim. of prec.], 
a. A small drum-like instrument, a hoop 
with parchment stretched across one head 
And loose jingles in the sides, 
tame (tarn) [A.-S. tom], a. Domesticated, 
not wild; tractable; subdued; dull, 
insipid. v.t. To make tame; to domesti 
cate; to humble, tamely, adv. tamer, n. 
tam-o’-shanter (t&m-6-sh&n't£r) [Burns’6 
poem Tam o' Shanter ], n. A cap fitted 
closely round the brows but wide and full 
above. 

tamper (tfim'p£r) [temper], v.i. To 
meddle (with); to alter documents, etc., 
illegitimately, to adulterate, to employ 
bribery. 

tampion (tfim'pi-6n) [O.P.], n. A stopper 
for the mouth of a gun. 
tan (tin) [O.H.G. tanna , fir, oak], n. Bark 
bruised and broken and used for tanning 
hides; its yellowish-brown colour; bronz¬ 
ing of the complexion, a. Tan-coloured. 
v.t. To convert (hide) into leather; to 
brown by exposure to the sun; to subject 
(sails, artificial marble, etc.) to a hardening 
process; to flog. v.i. To become sun¬ 
burned. tan-yard, n. A tannery, tan¬ 
ner, n. tannery, n. 

tandem (t&n'd6m) [L., at length], adv. 
With two horses harnessed one behind 
the other, n. A vehicle with two horses 
so harnessed; a cycle for two riders one 
behind the other. 

tang (1) (ting) [M.E., sting], n. A strong 
taste or flavour, a twang; a distinctive 
quality. 

tang (2) [Icel. tangi], n. A projecting 
piece, as the shank of a chisel, etc., inserted 
into the haft. v.t. To furnish with a tang, 
tang (3) [imit.], v.i. To make a ringing, 
twanging noise. 

tang (4) [tangle], n. One of various 

seaweeds. 

tangent (t5n'j£nt) [L. tangens , touching], 
n. A straight line meeting a curve 
without intersecting it (even if produced) 
tangible (t&n'jibl) [L. langere , to touch], a. 
Perceptible by touch; definite, not 
visionary, tangibility, n. tangibly, 
adv. 

tangle (tingl) [Scand.], v.t. To intertwine 
in a confused mass; to entangle, entrap; 
to complicate, v.i. To become knotted 
together or intertwined, n. A confused 
mass of threads, etc.; a state of confusion; 
various kinds of seaweed, tangly, a. 
tango (tang'go) [Am. Sp.], n. A dance of 
a complicated kind for couples, 
tanist (t&n'ist) [Ir. tanaiste , heir to a prince], 
n. ( Anc. Ir.) The elected heir pre¬ 
sumptive to a chief, tanistry, n. An 
ancient Irish tenure, successors being 
appointed by election from the chief's 
kin. 

tank (t&nk) [Port, tanque, as STANCH (1)], n. 
A large cistern for holding liquid, gas, etc.; 
a reservoir for water; the part of a loco¬ 
motive-tender containing water for the 
boiler; a heavily armoured motor-vehicle 
on wheels over which run endless chains 


with flat links, first used by the British 
in attacking at Flers, Sept. 1916. tanker, 
n. A tank-vessel, a steamer fitted with 
tanks for carrying oil. 

tankard (t&ng'kArd) [M.Dut. tancleaert], n. 

A large metal drinking-vessel, 
tannic (tfin'ik) [tan, -ic], a. Pertaining 
to or derived from tan. tannin, n. 
Tannic acid, an astringent obtained from 
oak-bark, etc. 

tansy (tSn'zi) [O.F. tanasie , Gr. athanasia , 
immortality], n. A yellow-flowered peren¬ 
nial herb with bitter, aromatic leaves, 
tantalize (t&n'tA-lIz) [from Tantalus in 
Greek Mythology], v.t. To torment by 
holding out some desirable object and 
continually disappointing by keeping it 
out of reach. 

tantamount (t&n'ti-mount) [A.-F. tant 
amunter , to amount to so much], a. 
Equivalent (to) in value or effect, 
tantrum (t&n'triim) [?], n. A burst of 
ill-temper, a fit of passion, 
tap (1) (tip) [F. taper ], v.t. To strike 
gently; to apply leather to the heel of 
(a shoe), v.i. To strike a gentle blow, 
n. A light or gentle blow, the sound of 
this. 

tap (2) [A.-S. tceppa], n. A cock for draw¬ 
ing fluid through; a faucet; a bung for 
a cask, etc.; liquor of a particular brew 
or quality, v.t. To pierce (a cask, etc.); 
to let out or draw off (a liquid) thus; 
(Surg.) to draw (fluid) from a person’s 
body; to intercept (a message), tap¬ 
root, n. The main root of a plant, tap¬ 
ster, n. One who serves liquor in a bar. 
tape (tap) [A.-S. tceppe], n. A narrow 
woven strip used for tying things together, 
in dressmaking, book-binding, at a winning- 
post, etc,; a tape-measure; a strip on 
which messages are recorded by a recording 
telegraph, tape-measure, n. A marked 
tape or strip of metal for measuring, tape¬ 
worm, n. A parasitic worm infesting 
the alimentary canal of vertebrates, 
taper (t&'pAr) [A.-S. tapor], n. A small 
wax-candle; a feeble light; tapering 
form. v.i. To become gradually smaller 
towards one end. v.t. To make taper, 
tapestry (tip'es-tri) [tapis], n. A heavy 
textile fabric with designs applied by 
stitches across the warp. v.t. To hang 
with or as with tapestry, tapestried, a. 
tapioca (tip-i-8'ka) [Tupi-Guarani tipi oka, 
cassava-juice], n. A starchy, granular, 
farinaceous food prepared from cassava, 
tapir (ta'pir) [Tupi-Guarani taptra], n. 
A hoofed herbivorous mammal allied 
to the rhinoceros, with a short, flexible 
proboscis. 

tapis (tA-pS', t&p'ls) [F., tapestry, carpet, 
table-cover], n. A table-covering, to be 
on the tapis : To be under consideration, 
tar (1) (tar) [A.-S. teoru], n. A thick, 
dark, oily liquid produced by the dry 
distillation of organic bodies and bitumin¬ 
ous minerals, v.t. To cover with tar. 
tarry (1), a. 

tar (2) [tarpaulin], n. (< colloq .) A sailor. 
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tarantella (t5r-An-tel'a) [ Taranto , S. Ital* 
town], n. A rapid Neapolitan dance in 
triplets for one couple; the music for this, 
taran'tula, n. A large venomous spider 
of S. Europe. 

taraxacum (tA-r&k'sA-kfim) [prob. Arab.], 
n. A genus of plants containing the 
dandelion; a drug prepared from this, 
tardy (tar'di) [L. tardus ], a. Slow, 
sluggish; behindhand, dilatory; reluctant, 
tardily, adv. 

tare (1) (tar) [M.E.], n. The common 
vetch. 

tare (2) [Arab, tar hah , rejected], n. An 
allowance for the weight of boxes, etc., 
in which goods are packed; the weight 
of a vehicle without fuel, load, or equip¬ 
ment. 

target (tar'get) [dim. of A.-S. targe], n. 
A mark to be fired at, a bull’s eye; any 
person or thing made the object of attack, 
a butt; a small round shield. *targe 

« t&r'if) [Arab. ta s r\f, information], n. 
A table of import or export duties; a duty 
on any particular kind of goods; a law 
imposing such; a table of charges, 
tarn (tarn) [Icel. tjdm ], n. A small 
mountain lake. 

tarnish (tar'nish) [F. temir ], v.t. To 
diminish or destroy the lustre of; to sully, 
to stain, v.i. To lose lustre, n. Loss 
of lustre, a blemish. 

tarpaulin (tar-paw'lin) [TAR (1), PALL 
(1)], n. A waterproofed canvas-cloth; 
a sailor’s tarred or oiled hat. 
tarpon (tar'pdn) [?], n. A large and 
powerful game-fish of the herring family, 
tarradiddle (tir-A-didl') [?], n. A lie, 
a fib. 

tarry (tAr'i) [M.E. tarien , A.-S. tergan , to 
vex], v.i. To remain behind; to linger, 
to delay. 

tart (1) (tart) [A.-S. teart ], a. Sharp to 
the taste, acid; (fig.) biting, cutting, 
tartly, adv. tartness, n. 
tart (2) [O.F. tarte ], n. A pie containing 
fruit; a piece of pastry with jam, etc. 
tartlet, n, 

tartan (tar'tan) [perh. from Tartar ], n. 
A woollen fabric cross-barred with stripes 
of various colours; the pattern, or a 
plaid, on this. o. Consisting, made of, 
or like tartan. 

tartar (1) (tar'tAr) [F. tartre , Arab, durd , 
dregs], n. Impure tartrate of potassium 
deposited from wines; cream of tartar; 
calcium phosphate deposited on the teeth, 
tartareous (-tAr'6-fis), tartaric (-t&r'ik), a. 
Tartar (2) (tar'tAr), Tatar (ta'tAr) 
[Pers.], a. Pertaining to Tartary or the 
races comprising Turks, Cossacks, and 
Kirghis Tartars, n. A native of Tartary 
or a member of this group of races; (fig.) 
a person of an intractable temper or more 
than one’s match. 

Tartarus (tar'ta-rfis), n. (Or. Myth.) A 
deep abyss below Hades where the Titans 
were confined; the abode of the wicked. 
Tartarean (-t&r'A-An), a. 


task (task) [O.F. tasche ], n. A definte 
amount of work imposed; work under¬ 
taken voluntarily, v.t. To impose a 
task upon; to overtax, taskmaster, a. 
One who imposes a task. 

tassel (t&s'Al) [O.F. tasel ], n. A pendent 
ornament composed of a tuft of threads, 
cords, silk, etc. 

taste (t&st) [O.F. taster ], v.t. To try or 
perceive the flavour of by taking into the 
mouth; to eat a little of. v.t. To 
partake (of); to have experience (of); 
to have a flavour (of), n. Flavour; 
the sense by which this is perceived; the 
mental faculty of apprehending and 
enjoying the beautiful and the sublime 
or of appreciating degrees of artistic 
excellence; manner, style, as directed 
by this; a predilection (for), tastable, 
a. tasteful, o. Having, characterized 
by, or done with good taste, tasteless, a. 
taster, n. One employed to test teas, 
liquors, etc., by tasting, tasty, a. Sav¬ 
oury, toothsome, tastily, adv. 

tat (t&t) [Scand.], v.t. To make by knot¬ 
ting. v.i. To make tatting, tatting, 
to. Knotted work or lace used for edging, 


etc. 

tatter (tAt'Ar) [Tent.], to. A rag; a hang¬ 
ing shred, tatterdema'lioii, n. A 
ragged fellow. 

tattle (t&tl) [imit.], v.i. To chatter, 
gossip; to tell tales, n. Idle talk, 
tattler, n. One who tattles, a gossip, 
tattoo (1) (tA-too') [Dut. taptoe , signal for 
closing tavern taps], n. The beat of 
drum recalling soldiers to their quarters, 
tattoo (2) [Tahitian tatan ], v.t. To mark 
(the skin) by pricking and inserting pig¬ 
ments. n. A mark or pattern so pro¬ 
duced. 


taunt (tawnt) [?], v.t. To reproach 
sarcastically or contemptuously, n. A 
bitter reproach. 

taut ftawt) [M.E. togt], a. Tight, tense, 
not slack; in good order, trim, 
tauto- [Gr., to auto, the same], comb. form. 
tautology (taw-tol'6-ji) [Gr., TAUTO-, 
-logy], n. Repetition of the same thing 
in different words, tautolog'ic, -al, a. 
tautol'ogist, n. 

tavern (tAv'grn) [L. tabema], n. A public- 
house, an inn. 

taw [?], n. A game at marbles, 
tawdry (taw'dri) [5f. Audrey (Etheldrida), 
whose fair was held on 17th Oct.], a. 


Showy without taste; gaudy, n. Taste¬ 
less finery, tawdrily, adv. 
tawny (taw'ni) [as TAN], a. Brownish- 
yellow, tan-coloured, tawniness, a. 
taws (tawz) [A.-S. tawian , to prepare], n. 
(Sc.) A leather strap with the end cut into 
strips, used for punishing, 
tax (t&ks) [F. taxe, L. tax&re , to tax], n. A 
compulsory contribution to meet the 
expenses of the public service; (fig.) a 
heavy demand, strain, etc. v.t. To 
impose a tax on; to charge (with an over¬ 
sight, etc.); (Law) to fix amounts of (costs); 
taxable, a. taxa'tion, n. 
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taxi (t&k-si) [taximeter], n. A motor- 
cab. 

taxidermy (tSk'si-dSr-mi) [Gr. taxis, 
arrangement, DERM], n. The art of 
mounting the skins of animals so that they 
resemble the living forms, taxidermist, n. 
taximeter (t&k'si-me-t^r) [F. taximhre 
(tax, -meter)], n. An instrument fitted 
in a cab for registering distances, 
tea (t8) [Chin.], n. The dried and prepared 
leaves of a small evergreen shrub of the 
camellia family : the tea-plant; a decoc¬ 
tion of tea-leaves for drinking; a light 
afternoon or evening meal at which tea is 
served, tea-fight, n. ( colloq .) A tea- 
party. tea-garden, n. A garden where 
refreshments are served to the public, 
tea-gown, n. A woman’s loose gown, 
tea-rose, n. A rose with scent supposed 
to resemble tea. 

teach (tech) [A.-S. tcecan], v.t. {past and p.p. 
taught, tawt) To instruct or train in; to 
impart information concerning (a subject), 
to give lessons in; to educate; to explain, 
show, make known, v.i. To perform the 
duties of a teacher; to give instruction, 
teachable, a. That may be taught (of a 
subject, etc.); apt to learn, teacher, n. 
teaching, n. 

teak (tek) [Malayalam tekka], n. A large 
E. Indian tree yielding a heavy durable 
timber; this timber. 

teal (tgl) [M.E. tele], n. A small freshwater 
duck. 

team (tgm) [A.-S. tiarri ], n. Two or more 
horses, oxen, etc., harnessed together; a 
number of persons working together, 
forming a side in a game, etc. teamster, 
n. One in charge of a team, 
tear (1) (tar) [A.-S. teran], v.t. ( past tore, 
tfir, p.p. torn, t6rn) To pull forcibly 
apart, to rend; to make (a rent, wound, 
etc.) thus. v.i. To pull violently (at); to 
part on being pulled; to rush or act with 
violence, n. A rent, 
tear (2) (tSr) [A.-S. tear], n. A drop of 
the saline liquid moistening the eyes or 
flowing in strong emotion, etc. teardrop, 
n. tearful, a. tearless, a. 
tease (t§z) [A.-S. tvesan, to pluck], v.t. To 
separate the fibres of; to comb or card 
(wool or flax); to annoy, irritate, vex; 
to importune (to do something), n. One 
who teases or irritates, 
teasel (t€zl) [from prec.], n. A plant with 
large burs covered with stiff, hooked awns, 
used for raising a nap on cloth; a machine 
for this purpose. 

teat (tet) [M.E. and O.F. tete, A.-S. tit], n. 
The nipple of the female breast through 
which milk is drawn; a projection or 
appliance resembling this, 
technic (tek'nik) [Gr. techni , art], a. 
Technical. n. Technique, technics, 
technical, a. Pertaining to the me¬ 
chanical arts or to any particular art, 
science, business, etc. technicality, n. 
A technical term, expression, etc. tech¬ 
nique (tek-n8k'), n. Mode of artistic 
performance; mechanical skill in art. 


ted (ted) [A.-S.], v.t. To turn over and 
spread (hay) so as to expose to the sun 
and air. 

tedious (tg'di-us) [L. tcedium, from tcedet, 
it wearies], a. Tiresome, monotonous, 
fatiguing, tedium, n. 
tee (te) [?], n. A mark for quoits, curling- 
stones, etc.; ( Golf) a small eminence from 
which the ball is played at the commence¬ 
ment of each hole. v.t. To put the ball 
on this. 

teem (1) (tgm) [A.-S. tyman ], v. To bring 
forth (offspring); to be prolific; to over¬ 
flow. 

teem (2) [Icel. toerna, from tdmr, empty], 
v.t. To pour out (esp. molten metal); to 
empty, v.t. To pour (down) as rain, eto. 
-teen (A.-S. -tyne, tien, TEN], suf. Denoting 
the addition of ten (in numbers 13-19). 
teens (tgnz) [as prec.], n.pl. The years of 
one’s age from 13 to 19. 

-teenth [-TEEN, -th], suf. Forming ordinal 
numbers from the cardinals 13-19. 
teethe (tgM) [tooth], v.i. To cut or 
develop teeth, teething, n. 
teetotal (te-tfi't&l) [redupl. of total], a. 
Pertaining to, or advocating total ab¬ 
stinence from intoxicants, teetotalism, n. 
teetotaller, n. 

teetotum (tg-tS'tfim) [T, L. tOtum, the 
whole (take all), marked on one of the 
sides], n. A spinning-top used in a game 
of chance. 

tegument (teg'u-mgnt) [L. tegumentum , 
from tegere, to cover], n. A protective 
covering or membrane in animals, tegu- 
men'tal, tegumen'tary, a. 
tele- (Gr. tele, far off], comb. form. 
telegram (tel'g-gr&m) [tele-, -gram], n. 

A communication sent by telegraph, 
telegraph (tel'6-grai) [tele-, -graph], n. 
An apparatus for transmitting messages to 
a distance, esp. by electricity; a board on 
which the names of horses in a race, cricket- 
scores, etc., are displayed, v.t. To trans¬ 
mit (a message) by telegraph; to signal 
in any way. v.i. To send a message by 
telegraph; to signal (to, etc.), telegraph¬ 
ist, n. One who works a telegraph, 
telegraph'ic, a. teleg'raphy, n. 
teleology (tel-6-ol'o-ji) [Gr. telos leleos , end, 
-LOGY], n. The doctrine of final causes, 
teleolog'ic, a. 

telepathy (t6-lep'&-thi) [tele-, -pathy], n. 
Communication between minds at a dis¬ 
tance, thought-transference, mind-read ing , 
telepath ic, a. telep athist, n. 
telephone (tel'6-f6n) [tele-, -phone], n. 
An instrument for transmitting sounds to 
distances by electrical agency, telephonic 
(-fon'ik), a. teleph onist, n. teleph'- 
ony, n. 

telescope (tel'6-skop) [tele-, -scope], n. 
An optical instrument for increasing the 
apparent size of distant objects, v. To 
drive or force (sections, trains, etc.) into 
each other, like the sections of a telescope, 
telescopic (-skop'ik), o. 
tell (tel) [A.-S. tellan , as TALE], v.t. ( past 
and p.p. told, tdld) To relate, recount; 





tellural 


426 


tenet 


to express in words, to inform; to assure; 
to bid, direct; to distinguish, ascertain. 
v.i. To give information or an account 
(of), teller, n. One who tells; one who 
numbers, esp. one appointed to count 
votes in the House of Commons; a 
bank official who receives or pays out 
money, telling, a. Having marked 
effect, tell-tale, a. Given to conveying 
information, n. One who tells tales, esp. 
about the private affairs of others, 
tellural (t6-lur'Al) [L. tellus-Idris , the earth], 
a. Pertaining to the earth, tellurian, n. 
An inhabitant of the earth, telluric, a. 
temerarious (tem-6-r&r'i-us) [L. temere, 
rashly], a. Reckless, headstrong; care¬ 
less, done at random, temerity (t6- 
mer'i-ti), n. 

temper (tem'p&r) [A.-S. temprian, L. 
tempus , time, season], v.t. To mix in due 
proportion; to harden (steel, etc.) by 
heating and cooling; to modify, tone down, 
mitigate, n. Disposition of mind; com¬ 
posure, self-command; irritation, passion* 
state of a metal as regards hardness and 
elasticity; condition or consistency (of a 
plastic mixture). 

temperament (tem'p6r-A-m6nt) [L. 
temperdmentum , as prec.], n. Individual 
character, natural disposition, tempera - 
men'tal, a. 

temperance (tem'pdr-Ans) [as prec.], n. 
Moderation, self-restraint, esp. in the 
indulgence of the appetites; moderation 
in the use of intoxicants; total abstinence, 
temperate (tem'p6r-At) [L. temperdtus , 
tempered], a. Self-restrained; abstemi¬ 
ous; mild (of climate), temperately, 
adv. 

temperature (tem'p6r-A-ch6r) [L. temperd- 
tdra, as prec.], n. Degree of sensible heat 
or cold, esp. as registered by the ther¬ 
mometer. 

tempest (tem'pfest) [L. tempestas , 
weather], n. A violent storm, esp. with 
heavy rain, hail, or snow; (Jig.) violent 
tumult, tempes'tuous, a. 

Templar (tem'plAr) [temple (1)], n. A 
member of a religious and military order, 
founded in the 12th cent., protecting 
pilgrims to the Holy Land; a lawyer or 
student having chambers in the Temple, 
London. 

temple (1) (tempi) [A.-S. tempi, L. 
templum ], n. An edific dedicated to the 
service of some deity; the ancient seat of 
Jewish worship at Jerusalem; a place of 
public Christian worship, 
temple (2) [O.F. temples , L. tempus , time], 
n. The flat portion of the head between 
forehead and ear. temporal (2), a. 
templet (tem'pl6t) [F., dim. of temple , L. 
templum , a small timber], n. A pattern 
used as a guide in shaping, turning, or 
drilling. 

tempo (tem'pS) [It., from L. tempus , time], 
«. ( Mus.) Quickness or rate of movement, 

time. 

temporal (1) (tem'pd-rAl) [as prec.], a 
Pertaining to this life; secular, tem¬ 


porality, n. Temporalness; (pi.) the 
revenues of a religious corporation or an 
ecclesiastic. 

temporary (tem'p6-rA-ri) [L. tempordrids , 
as temporal], o. Lasting or intended 
only for a time or a special occasion, 
temporarily, adv. temporize, v.i. To 
pursue a procrastinating or time-serving 
policy; to yield to the requirements of the 
occasion; to trim. 

tempt (tempt) [L. tentdre , temptdre , freq. 
of tenure, to hold], v.t. To incite or entice 
(to); to attract, allure, invite, tempta'- 
tlon, n. tempter, n. 
ten (ten) [A.-S. tien , tyn], n. The sum of 
one and nine; 10, X. a. One more than 
nine, tenfold, a. and adv. tenpenny, a. 
Priced or sold at tenpence. tenth, a. and 
n. tenthly, adv. 

tenable (ten'abl) [L. tenure, to hold], o. 
Capable of being held against attack. 

tenabil'ity, n. 

tenacious (tAnA'shfls) [L. tenax , from 
tenSre , to hold], a. Holding fast; obsti¬ 
nate, unyielding; sticky; tough, ten¬ 
acity (t6n-As'i-ti), n. 

tenant (ten'Ant) [F., holding], n. A persoD 
holding a land or tenement from a land¬ 
lord. v.t. To hold as tenant; to occupy, 
tenancy, n. The holding of lands, etc.; 
the period of such holding, tenantry, n. 
(collect.) Tenants. 

tench (tench) [L. tinea], n. A freshwater 
fish of the carp family, 
tend (1) (tend) [L. tendere , to stretch], v.i. 
To move or hold a course (in a certain 
direction, etc.); to have a bent or inclina¬ 
tion, to conduce (to), tendency, n. Bent, 
drift, disposition. 

tend (2) [ATTEND], v.t. To watch, look after, 
take charge of. v.i. To attend, to wait 
(upon). 

tender (1) (ten'dfer) [tend (2)], n. One 
who tends; a car attached to a locomotive 
carrying the supply of fuel, etc.; a vessel 
attending a larger one, to supply provisions, 
carry despatches, etc. 
tender (2) [TEND (1)], v.t. To present for 
acceptance, offer in payment, v.i. To 
make a tender, n. An offer for accept¬ 
ance: an offer to do certain work, or 
supply certain articles, at a certain rate, 
tender (3) [O.F. tendre , L. tener ], a. Easily 
impressed, eto., delicate, fragile, frail; 
sensitive, sympathetic; fond; considerate 
(of), tenderness, n. 
tendon (ten'dOn) [L. tendere, to stretch], n. 
One of the strong cords forming the ter¬ 
mination or connexion of a muscle, 
tendril (ten'dril) [?], ». A leafless organ 
by which a plant clings for support, 
tenement (ten'6-m6nt) [O.F., L. tenSre, to 
hold], ». An apartment used by one 
family; a dwelling-house; permanent 
property that may be held, as lands, 
houses, etc. tenement-house, n. A 
house let out in tenements, 
tenet (ten'6t, tS'net) [L., he holds], n. An 
opinion, doctrine, etc., held by a person or 
school. 
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tennis (ten'is) [M.E. tenetz, tenys , ? O.F. 
tenez , hold], n. A game played by striking 
a ball to and fro with rackets over a net in 
a walled court; lawn-tennis, 
tenon (ten'dn) [F., as tenement], n. The 
projecting end of a piece of timber fitted for 
insertion into a mortise, etc. 
tenor (ten'br) [L., a holding on, {later) 
melody], n. A settled course or direction; 
general drift (of thought, etc.); {Law) the 
exact purport, an exact copy; the highest 
of male chest voices between baritone 
and alto; one with a tenor voice, a. 
Pertaining to or adapted for the tenor 
part. 

tense (1) (tens) [L. tempus , time], n. 
{Oram.) A form taken by a verb to 
indicate the time, and also the continuance 
or completedness, of an action, 
tense (2) [L. tensus, stretched, as TEND (1)], 
a. Stretched tight, strained, tensely, 
adv. ten'sile, o. Pertaining to tension; 
capable of extension, tension (ten'shun), 
n. The act of stretching, state of being 
stretched; strain, effort; mental stress or 
excitement; the expansive force of a gas 
or vapour, tensity, n. 
tent (tent) [O.F. tente, L. tentuz, as TENSE], 
n. A portable shelter consistin g of 
flexible material stretched over a pole or 
poles, v.t. To lodge in a tent. v.i. To 
encamp In a tent, tent-peg, n. A peg 
fixed in the ground for fastening down the 
ropes stretching a tent, 
tentacle (ten't&kl) [as TEMPT, after 
SPECTACLE, etc.], n. A long slender feeler 
or arm, as of a cuttle-fish, tentac'ular, a. 
tentative (ten'tA-tiv) [as tempt], a. Con¬ 
sisting or done as a trial, experimental, n. 
An experiment, a conjecture. tentatively, 
adv. 

tenter (ten'tdr) [L. tender «, to stretch], n. 
A frame or machine for stretching cloth; 
a tenter-hook, tenter-hook, n. One of 
a set of hooks used in stretching cloth on 
the tenter, on tenter-hooks : In a state 
of suspense. 

tenuity (tA-nfi'I-ti) [L. tenuis, thin], n. 
Thinness; rarity; meagreness, tenuous, 
a. Thin, slender, minute; rarefied, over- 
refined. 

tenure (ten'fir) [as tenor], n. Act, manner, 
or right of holding property; period of 
holding. 

tepid (tep'id) [L. tepSre , to be warm], a. 
Moderately warm; lukewarm, tepid'ity, n. 
tercentenary (tfir-sAn-tfi'nA-ri) [L. ter , 
thrice, centenary], a. Comprising 800 
years, n. A 300th anniversary, 
terebinth (ter'A-binth) [Or. terebinthos ], n. 
The turpentine-tree; its resin, 
teredo (tAr-6'dfi) [Gt. teriddn , from teirein , 
to bore], n. A mollusc that bores into 
submerged timber, the ship-worm, 
tergiversate (tSr'ji-vAr-s&t) [L. tergum, 
back, vers&rl, freq. of vertere , to turn], v.i. 
To practise evasions, to equivocate; to 
change sides, tergiversa'tion, n. 
term (tfirm) [L. terminus], n. A limit, a 
boundary; a limited period; a period. 


esp. during which instruction is regularly 
given or courts are in session; an appointed 
date; a word having a definite meaning; 
{pi.) expressions used; {pi.) conditions, 
price, rate of payment; relative position; 
one of the parts of a mathematical ex¬ 
pression connected by the plus or minus 
sign. v.t. To designate, denominate, 
termagant (tSr'ma-gant) [M.E. Tervagant , 
name of a supposed Saracen deity], n. A 
shrewish, abusive woman, a. Violent, 
boisterous, shrewish. 

terminal (t5r'mi-nAl) [as term], a. Per¬ 
taining to or forming a boundary or 
terminus, terminally, adv. 
terminate (ter'mi-nat) [L. terminates , 
ended], v.t. To bound; to form the end 
of; to put an end to. v.i. To stop, to 
end (in, etc.), a. Limited, bounded, 
terminable, a. Capable of being ter¬ 
minated; having a given term or period, 
termination, n. 

terminology (tgr-mi-nol'6-ji) [as term, 
-logy], n. The science of the correct use 
of terms; {collect.) the terms used in any 
art, science, etc. 

terminus (ter'mi-mls) [TERM], n. {pi. 
-ni) A boundary, limit; the station at 
the end of a railway or important branch, 
termite (tgr'mlt) [L. termes , wood-worm], 
n. A white ant. 

tern (t8rn) [Scand.], n. A gull-like sea¬ 
bird with narrow, sharp-pointed wings. 
Terpsicliorean (tSrp-si-k6-r§'An) [Q-r. 
Terpsichori, Muse of dancing], a. Per¬ 
taining to dancing. 

terra (ter'A) [L.], n. Earth, terra-cotta, 
n. A hard, unglazed pottery; a statue or 
figure in this; its brownish-orange colour, 
terra flrma : Dry land, 
terrace (ter'As) [It. terrazza , from prec.], 
n. A raised level space or bank; a row of 
houses; {Oeol.) an ancient shore-line. 
v.t. To form into or furnish with terraces, 
terrapin (ter'A-pin) [Algonkin], n. A N. 
American freshwater tortoise, highly 
esteemed for food. 

terraqueous (ter-A'kwA-fts) [terra, 
AQUEOUS], a. Consisting of land and water, 
as the globe. 

terrestrial (tA-res'tri-Al) [L. terrestris, as 
terra], a. Pertaining to or existing on the 
earth; pertaining to this world; consisting 
of land; living on the ground, not aquatic, 
arboreal, etc. 

terrible (ter'ibl) [L. terribilis , as TERRIFIC],a. 
Causing terror; awful, appalling, shocking; 
{colloqT) excessive, terribly, adv. 
terrier (1) (ter'i-Ar) [from L. terra], n. A 
small active dog with an instinct for pur¬ 
suing its quarry underground, 
terrier (2) [F. papier terrier , as prec.], v* 
A book or roll in which lands are described 
by ownership, site, boundaries, acreage, 
etc. 

terrific (tA-rif'ik) [L. t err ere, to frighten, 
-FIG], o. Causing terror; frightful, 
ter'rify, v.t . To strike with terror, to 
frighten. 

territorial (ter-i-t6r'i-Al) [as foil.], a. Per- 
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taining to territory; of or pertaining to the 
Territorial Army; limited to a given 
district, n. A member of the Territorial 
Army. Territorial Army : A voluntary 
military force for British home defence, 
territory (ter'i-t6r-i) [L. temtOrium from 
terra.], n. The extent of land within the 
jurisdiction of a particular sovereign or 
state; a large tract of land; ( U.S. ) a 
division of the country not yet granted full 
State rights. 

terror (ter'dr) [L. from terrere, to frighten], 
n. Extreme fear; an object of fear; 

( [colloq .) an exasperating nuisance, terror¬ 
ist, n. One who rules or advocates rule 
by intimidation, terrorism, n. terror¬ 
ise, v.t. „ 

terse (tSrs) [L. tersus, wiped], a. Concise, 
pithy. 

tertian (tSr'shan) [L. ter tins, third], a. 
Occurring or recurring every third day, 
esp. of a fever or ague, the paroxysms of 
which recur thus. 

tertiary (tir'shi-ri) [as prec.], a. Of the 
third order, rank, or formation, 
tessellated (tes-6-li't6d) [L. tesselldtus], 
a. Composed of chequered squares, inlaid. 

tessellation, n. 

test (test) [L. testum), n. A critical trial or 
examination; a means of trial; judgment, 
discrimination; a vessel used in refining 
gold and silver, v.t. To put to the test, 
to prove by experiment; to try severely, 
testament (tes'ti-m6nt) [L. test&mentum, 
from testdrl , to testify], n. A writing by 
which a person disposes of his property 
after death, a will; one of the two main 
divisions of the Scriptures; (colloq.) a 
copy of the New Testament, testa - 
men'tary, a. 

testate (tes't&t) [L., as preo.], a. Having 
made and left a will, testa'tor, testa¬ 
trix, n. ^ 

tester (tes't6r) [O.F. testre , L. testa, head], 
n. A canopy, esp. over a four-post bed¬ 
stead; a shilling of Henry VIII; (colloq.) 
a sixpence. 

testicle (tes'tikl) [L. testiculus ], n. One of 
two glands which secrete the seminal fluid 
in males. 

testify (tes'ti-fl) [L. testis , witness, -FY], v.i. 
To bear witness; to give evidence, v.t. 
To attest; to affirm or declare; to serve as 
proof of. 

testimonial (tes-ti-mS'ni-al) [as foil.], n. 
A certificate of character, qualifications, 
etc.; a gift as a token of esteem and 
acknowledgment of services, etc. 
testimony (tes'ti-mo-ni) [L. testimonium , 
from testis, witness], n. A solemn declara¬ 
tion or statement: evidence, proof; the 
decalogue, the Scriptures, 
testudinal (tes-tu'i-nil) [L. testUd-o, -in£$, 
tortoise], a. Pertaining to the tortoise, 
testy (tes'ti) [A.-F. testif . as tester], a 
Irritable, peevish, petulant, testily, adv. 
tetanus (tet'a-nus) [L., from Gr. tetanos, 
from teinein, to stretch], n. A disease 
marked by spasms with rigidity, as in 
lock-jaw. 


tetchy (tech'i) [?], a. Fretful, touchy. 
t£te-a-tSte (tftt'a-tat') [F., head to head], 
o. Private, confidential, adv. In close 
confabulation, n. A private interview, 
tether (tefA'ir) [M.E. tedir], n. A halter 
preventing a grazing animal from moving 
too far; (fig.) scope, v.t. To confine 
with a tether. 

tetra- [Gr., from tettares, four], comb. form. 
tetrachord (tet'ri-kOrd) [CHORD], n. A 
scale series of half an octave, esp. as used 
in ancient music. 

tetragon (tet'rA-gon) [Gr. tetragOnon , -GON], 
n. A plane figure having four angles, 
tetrahedron (-hi'drdn) [TETRA -, Gr. 

hedra , base], n. A solid figure bounded 
by four plane, esp. equilateral, triangular ( 
faces, tetrahedral, a. tetrameter, 
[-METER], ». A verse consisting of four 
measures. 

tetrarch (tet'rark) [TETRA-, Gr. archein , to 
rule], n. A governor of the fourth part 
of a province under the Roman empire; 
a tributary prince, tetrarchate, tet- 
rarchy, n. 

tetter (tet'6r) [A.-S. teter), n. Various kinds 

of skin-disease. 

Teuton (tu'tdn) [L. Teutoni , Teutons* , from 
Teut.], n. One of an ancient German 
tribe dwelling near the Elbe; a member of 
any Teutonic race. Teutonic, o. 
text (tekst) [L. textus, style], ». The 
original words of an author; a passage of 
Scripture, esp. as the theme of a discourse; 
a topio: text-hand, text-book, n. A 
standard book for a particular branoh of 
study. 

textile (tek'stil, -stn> [L. textilis, from 
lexers , to weave], a. Woven; suitable j 
for or pertaining to weaving, n. A j 

woven fabric, textor'ial, a. Pertaining j 
to weaving. 

textual (tek'stu-Al) [TEXT], a. Pertaining 
to or contained in the text, textually, 
adv. 

texture (teks'chfir) [L. texere, to weave], 
n. The arrangement of threads in a 
woven fabrio; the disposition of the con¬ 
stituent parts of any structure or material, 
-th, suf. Forming abstract names, as 
filth, wealth ; forming ordinal numbers, as 
fifth , fiftieth. 

thaler (ta'16r) [G., dollar], n. A 

German silver coin nominally worth about 
3s. 

than (thbn, than) [A.-S.], conj. Used after 
adjectives and adverbs expressing com¬ 
parison, such as better, worse, etc., to 
introduce the second member of a com¬ 
parison. 

thanat-, thanato- [Gr. thanatos, death], 
comb. form, thanatism (th&n'a-tizm), n. 
The doctrine of annihilation at death, 
thane (thftn) [A.-S. thegen ], n. ( A.-S. Hist.) 

A freeman holding land by military service, 
thank (think) [A.-S. thane, thought, grace], 
n. (now pi.) An expression of gratitude; 
a formula of acknowledgment, v.t. To 
express gratitude; to make acknowledg¬ 
ment to for a gift, etc. thank-offering ( 
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». An offering made as an expression of 
gratitude, thankful, a. thankfulness, 
n. thankless, a. thanksgiving, n. 

Act of returning thanks or expressing 
gratitude; a form of words expressive of 
this; a thank-offering. 

that (that, th£ t) [A.-S. that], a. (pi. those, 
thdz) The person or thing specifically 
designated or implied; (correlated with 
this ) the less obvious of two things; such 
(usu. followed by as), pron. The person 
or thing specifically designated or implied; 
who or which, adv. In such a manner, 
to such a degree, conj. Introducing a 
clause stating a fact or supposition; so 
that, in order that; implying result, con¬ 
sequence, etc.; because, since. 

thatch (th&ch) [A.-S. these], ». A roof- 
covering of straw, rushes, eto. vU. To 
cover with this, thatcher, n. 

thaumaturge (thaw'm&-terj) [Gr. thauma, 
- atos, wonder, - ergos, working], n. A 
worker of miracles; a magician or con¬ 
jurer. thaumatur'gic, o. thauma- 
turgy, n. 

thaw (thaw) [A.-S. thawiari], v.i. To become 
liquid (of ice, snow, etc.); to become so 
warm as to melt ice, etc. (of weather); (fig.) 
to unbend, to become genial, v.t. To 
melt; (fig.) to infuse geniality into. n. 
Act of thawing or state of being thawed; 
warm weather that thaws. 

the (thb, tht) [A.-S.], a. Applied to a 
person or thing or persons or things 
mentioned or definitely understood, and 
to a singular noun to denote a species; 
prefixed to adjectives used absolutely, 
giving them the force of a substantive; 
before nouns expressing a unit to give 
distributive force (as * 4d. the pint’); 
emphatically (r/i§) to express the chief of 
several (as ‘ the Duke of Wellington ’). 
adv. Used before adjectives and adverbs 
in the comparative degree, to that extent, 
by so much. 

theatre (the'4-t6r) [Gr. theatron], n. A 
play-house; a hall for lectures, demonstra¬ 
tions, etc.; the room in a hospital used 
for operations; (fig.) the drama, the stage; 
the scene of an action, etc. theat'rical, a. 
theatricals, n.pl. Dramatic perform¬ 
ances, esp. private. 

theft (theft) [A.-S. thlefth (THIEF, -TH)], n. 
Act of thieving or stealing; that which is 
stolen. 

theism (thS'izm) [Gr. theos , god, -ism], n. 
Belief in a righteous God supernaturally 
revealed, as opp. to Deism, theist. n. 
theis'tic, a. 

theme (them) [Gr. thema -atos], n. A 
subject on which a person writes or speaks; 
a short essay; (Mus.) a melodic subject 
usu. developed with variations, thematic 
(th6-m&t'-ik), o. 

themselves (fltem-selvz') [THEM, selves], 
pron. The emphatic and reflexive form 
of the third plural personal pronoun. 

then (<Aen) [A.-S. thanne, thonne, thoenne ], 
adv. At that time; soon after, next; at 
another time. conj. Therefore; this 


being so, accordingly, a. Of or existing 
at that time. 

thence (*Aens) [M.E. thennes, A.-S. thanon , 
thonan ], adv . From that place, source, 
or time; for that reason, thenceforth, 
thenceforward, adv. From that time 
onward. 

theo- [Gr. theos, god], comb. form, theo¬ 
cracy (th6-ok'r&-si) [Gr. theokraiia 
(-CRACY)], n. Government by the imme¬ 
diate direction of God or through a 
sacerdotal class; a State so governed, 
theodolite (th6-od'o-lIt) [?], n. A portable 
surveying-instrument for measuring 
angles. 

theology (th6-ol'6-ji) [THEO-, -LOGY], n. 
The science of God, His relations to the 
universe, etc.; the science of religion, esp. 
Christianity, theologian (-lo'ji-an), theo¬ 
logical (-loj'i-kal), a. theol'ogize, v.t. 
theorem (the'-6-r6m) [Gr. thedrein, to be¬ 
hold], n. A proposition to be proved; a 
principle to be demonstrated by reasoning; 
a rule expressed by symbols, 
theoretic, -al (thg-6-ret'ik, -&1) [Gr. 
theOritikos , as foil.], a. Pertaining to or 
founded on theory, not practical, specula¬ 
tive. theoretically, adv. theoretics, n. 
The speculative parts of a science, theo¬ 
retician (-tish'an), n. 

theory (th§'6-ri) [Gr. thebria , from theOrein , 
to behold, to contemplate], n. Supposi¬ 
tion or generalization explaining something; 
mere hypothesis; speculation, abstract 
knowledge; an exposition of the general 
principles of a science, etc. theorist, n. 
One given to forming theories, theorise, 
v.t. theoriza tion, n. 
theosophy (thS-os'6-fi) [THEO-, Gr. sophos, 
wise], n. A form of speculation, mystic¬ 
ism, or philosophy aiming at the knowledge 
of God by means of intuition, contempla¬ 
tion, or direct communion, theos'ophist, 
theos'ophism, n. 

therapeutic (ther-A-pu'tik) [Gr. therapeuein t 
to wait on (also to heal) from tneraps , 
servant], a. Pertaining to the healing art; 
curative, n.pl. The branch of medical 
science dealing with the treatment of 
disease. 

there ( th&r, thb r) [A.-S. that, thir ], adv. In 
or at that place, point, or stage; to thaf 
place, thither, frequently used before the 
verb in interrogations, negative sentences, 
etc. n. That place, int. Expressing 
direction, confirmation, triumph, alarm, 
etc. thereabout', -bouts', adv. Near 
that place, degree, etc. thereafter, adv. 
After that; according to that, thereat', 
adv. At that place; thereupon; on that 
account, thereby, adv. In consequence 
of that; thereabouts, therefor', adv. 
For that object, therefore, adv. For 
that reason, consequently, therefrom', 
adv. From this or that time, place, etc. 
therein', adv. In that or this time, place, 
respect, etc. thereof (-ov'), adv. Of 
that or it. thereon', adv. On that 
or it. thereto (-too'), adv. To that or 
this; besides, over and above, there- 
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upon', adv. In consequence of that; 
immediately after that. therewith 
(-wi th'), adv. With that; thereupon, 
therewithal (-wi-f/jawl'), adv. With all 
this, besides. 

therm (thSrm) [Gr. therm?, heat], n. The 
amount of heat required to raise one gram 
of water at its maximum density one degree 
centigrade. 

thermal, a. Pertaining to heat, 
thermo- [Gr. thermos , warm], comb. form. 
thermometer (th6r-mom'6-t6r) [THERMO-, 
-meter], n. An instrument for measuring 
temperature, thermomet'ric, -al, a. 
thesis (the'sis) [G-r.], n. ( pi . theses, -s6z) 
A proposition advanced or maintained; a 
dissertation submitted by a candidate for 
a degree. 

Thespian (thes'pi-An), a. Pertaining to 
Thespis, traditional Greek dramatic poet; 
relating to tragedy or the drama, n. An 
actor. 

thew (thii) [A.-S. thSaw, habit], n. (usu. in 
pi.) Muscles, sinews; strength. thewed,a. 
they (</i&) [A.-S. thd], pron. (obj . them, 
poss. their, absol. theirs) The plural of 
the third personal pronoun (he, she , or 
it). 

thick (thik) [A.-S. thicce], a. Having extent 
or depth from one surface to the opposite; 
set or planted closely, crowded together, 
abounding (with), following in quick 
succession; dense, turbid, cloudy, foggy; 
indistinct (of articulation), thickhead, n. 
A blockhead, thick-headed, o. thick¬ 
set, a. Planted or growing close to¬ 
gether; solidly built, thick-skinned, a. 
Not sensible to taunts, reproaches, etc. 
thicken, v. thicket [A.-S. thiccet], n. A 
thick growth of small trees, bushes, etc. 
thickness, n. State of being thick; 
extent from upper surface to lower, the 
dimension that is neither length nor 
breadth. 

thief (thef) [A.-S. thSof], n. (pi. thieves) 
One who steals, esp. without violence, 
thieve (A.-S. getheofian], v.i. To practise 
theft; to be a thief, v.t. To take by theft, 
thievery, thievishness, n. thievish, o. 
thigh (thl) [A.-S. theoh ], n. The thick, 
fleshy portion of the leg between the hip 
and knee. 

thimble (thimbl) [A.-S. thjjmel, thumb- 
stall], n. A metal cap worn to protect 
the finger in sewing; a ferrule, 
thin (thin) [A.-S. thynne ], a. Of little 
thickness, slender; not dense; scanty, 
meagre; lean, not plump; easily seen 
through, adv. Thinly, v.t. To make 
thin or less crowded, v.i. To become 
thin or thinner; to waste away, thin- 
skinned, a. Sensitive, easily offended, 
thinly, adv. thinnish, a. 
thing (thing) [A.-S.], n. Any object or 
thought; an inanimate object as dist. 
from a living being; an affair, circum¬ 
stance, etc.; a person regarded with 
commiseration; (pi-) clothes, belongings, 
the tiling: The proper thing (to do, etc.), 
think (think) [A.-S. thencan ], v.t. (past 


and p.p. thought, thawt) To examine In 
the mind, to reflect, to ponder (over, etc.); 
to consider, be of opinion, to intend, v.i. 

To exercise the mind, to reason; to 
meditate, cogitate. thinkable, a, 
thinker, n. thinking, a. and n. 
third (thSrd) [A.-S. thridda, from thii, 
THREE], a. Coming next after the second, 
n. One of three equal parts (of anything); 
the sixtieth part of a second of time or 
angular measurement; (Mus.) an interval 
between a tone and the next but one on the 
regular scale, third-class, -rate, a. 

Of the elass coming next to the second; 
inferior, thirdly, adv. 
thirst (thgrst) [A.-S. thurst], n. Uneasiness 
or suffering caused by want of drink; 
desire for drink; (Jig.) eager longing. «.*, 

To feel thirst (for or after), thirsty, a. 
thirteen (thir-ten') [A.-S. thriotine (three, 
-TEEN)], a. Consisting of one more than 
twelve, n. Ten and three; IS, xiii. 
thirteenth, a. and n. 

thirty (thSr'ti) [A.-S. thrltig, thritlig (THREE, 
-TY)L a. Consisting of three times ten. n. 
Thrice ten ; 30, xxx. thirtieth, a. and n. 
Tenth after the twentieth, 
this (this) [A.-S. thes], a. or pron. (pi. these, 
thlz) Used to denote the person or thing 
that is present or near or already mentioned, 
implied, or familiar. 

thistle (thisl) [A.-S. thisteT], n. A plant of 
the aster family with prickly stems, eto.; 
the Scottish national emblem, 
thither (thith'tor) [A.-S. thider], adv. To 
that place; to that end, point, or result, 
thole (thdl) [A.-S. thol], n. A pin in the 
gunwale of a boat serving as fulcrum for 
the oar, also called thole pin. 
thong (thong) [A.-S. thwang ], n. A strip of 
leather used as a whip-lash, reins, etc. 
thorax (thdr'&ks) [Gr.], n. (pi. thoraces, 
th6-r&'s§z) The part of the trunk between 
the neck and the abdomen; the middle 
division of the body of insects, thoracic 
(-r&s'ik), a. 

thorn (thdra) [A.-S.], n. A spine, a 
prickle; a thorny shrub or tree; (fig.) an 
annoyance, thornback, n. The British 
skate, thorn-bush, n. thorny, a. 
thorough (thiir'6) [THROUGH], a. Com¬ 
plete, perfect, not superficial, thorough¬ 
bred, a. Of pure breed; mettlesome, n. 1 
A thoroughbred animal, esp. a horse, 
thoroughfare, n. An unobstructed road 
or street, thoroughly, adv. thorough¬ 
ness, n. 

thorp, thorpe fthOrp) [A.-S.], n. A 
village, a hamlet (esp. in place-names), 
thou (fAou) [A.-S. thii], pron. (obj. thee, 
thl) The second personal pronoun 
singular, denoting the person spoken to. 
though (thl) [M.E. thogh , A.-S. theoh, 
thceh, conj. Notwithstanding that; 

even if; supposing that; (ellipt.) and yet; 
however. 

thought (thawt) [A.-S. that ; see THINK], a. 
Act or process of thinking; reflection, 
meditation; solicitude; the faculty of 
thinking or reasoning; that which is 
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thought; an idea, a reflection, a con¬ 
clusion ; (pi.) one’s views, ideas, opinions, 
•tc. thought-reader, n. One who 
perceives by telepathy what is passing in 
another person’s mind, thought-read¬ 
ing, n. thoughtful, n. thoughtfully, 
adv. thoughtless, a. thoughtlessly, 
adv. 

thousand (thou'z&nd) [A.-S. thfLsend], a. 
and n. Ten hundred, 1000, M.; a great 
many, thousandfold, a. and adv. 
thousandth, a. and n. 
thrall (thrawl) [Icel. thrall], n. A serf; 
bondage, thraldom, a. In thrall, v.t. 
To enthral, to enslave, thraldom, n. 
thrash (thrash), thresh (thresh) [A.-S. 
therscan ], v.t. To beat out the grain from 
(corn, etc.); to beat soundly, esp. with a 
stick or whip; to defeat, conquer, 
thrasonical (thrft-son'i-kal), a. [ Thraso , 
braggart m Terence’s comedies], m. Bragg¬ 
ing, boastful. 

thread (thred) [A.-S. thread ], n. A slender 
cord; a single filament of cotton, silk, 
wool, eto.; anything resembling this; a 
thin seam or vein; the spiral on a screw. 
v.t. To pass a thread through the eye of; 
to string (beads, etc.) on a thread; (fig .) 
to pick (one’s way) through; to streak 
(the hair) with grey, etc.; to cut a thread 
on (a screw), threadbare, a. Worn 
so that the thread is visible, having the 
nap worn off; (fig.) trite, hackneyed, 
thready, a. 

threat (thret) [A.-S. threat], n. A declara¬ 
tion of intention to inflict punishment, 
injury, etc., a menace, threaten, v.t. 
To use threats to; to announce intention 
(to inflict Injury etc.), v.t. To use 
threats; to have a threatening appearance, 
three (thr5) [A.-S. threo, thri ], a. Con¬ 
sisting of one more than two. n. One 
more than two; the figure representing this, 
8, III. three-decker, n. A vessel 
carrying guns on three decks; a pulpit in 
three stories, threepence (threp-£ns), n. 
The sum of three pence, threepenny, a. 
three-ply, a. Having three strands, 
thicknesses, etc. three-quarter, a. Of 
three-fourths the usual size or number; 
ihowing three-fourths of the face, or going 
down to the hips (of portraits), three¬ 
score, a. Sixty, n. The age of sixty, 
threefold, a. and adv. 
threnody (thren'6-di) [Or. thrinos , dirge, 
ODE], n. A song of lamentation; a poem 
on the death of a person, 
threshold (threshold) [A.-S. therscold ], n. 
The stone or plank at the bottom of a door¬ 
way; (fig.) an entrance, a beginning, 
thrice (thris) [M.E. thries], adv. Three 
times. 

thrift (thrift) [as THRIVE], n. Frugality; 
economical management; the sea-pink, 
thriftless, a. thriftlessness, n. thrifty, 
a. Frugal, careful, economical, thriftily, 
adv. 

thrill (thril) [A.-S. thyrlian ], v.t. To affect 
with emotion so as to give a sense as of 
vibrating or tingling; to go through one 


(of emotion), v.t. To vibrate or quiver 
(through, etc., of emotion); to have a 
shivering or tingling sense of emotion, n. 
wave of emotion, thrilling, a. 
thrive (thrlv) [Icel. thrlfa , to seize (reflex.) 
to thrive], v.i. (past, throve, thrived, pp. 
thriven, thrived) To prosper, to be 
successful; to grow vigorously, 
throat (thrdt) [A.-S. throte ], n. The front 
part of the neck; the gullet, the pharynx, 
the windpipe, etc. 

throb (throb) [M.E. throbben , prob. imit.], 
v.i. To beat rapidly or forcibly (of the 
heart or pulse); to quiver, n. A strong 
pulsation, a palpitation, 
throe (thrfi) [Icel. thrd], n. A. violent pain, 
a pang. 

throne (thron) [Gr. thronos , seat, support], 
n. A royal seat, a chair of State for a 
sovereign, bishop, etc.; (fig.) sovereign 
power. 

throng (throng) [A.-S. thringan, to crowd], 
n. A close multitude of persons or living 
things, a crowd, v.i. To crowd or press 
together; to come in multitudes, 
throstle (throsl) [A.-S.], n. The song- 
thrush. 

throttle (throtl) [dim. of throat], n. The 
windpipe, the throat; a throttle-valve. 
v.t. To strangle; to shut off (the flow of 
steam in a steam-engine), throttle- 
valve, n. A valve regulating the supply 
of steam to a cylinder, 
through (throo) [A.-S. thurh ], prep. From 
end to end or side to side of, between the 
sides or walls of; in the midst of, through¬ 
out; by means or fault of, on account of. 
adv. From end to end or side to side, from 
beginning to end; to a final issue, o. 
Going through or to the end, proceeding 
right to the end or destination, through¬ 
out, adv. Right through, in every part. 
prep. Right through, from beginning to 
end of. 

throw (thrd) [A.-S. thrdwan, to twist, to 
hurl], v.t. (past threw, throo, p.p. 
thrown, thrdn) To fling, hurl, cast, esp. 
to a distance with some force; to cause to 
fall, to prostrate; to drive, to impel; to 
make (a cast) with dice; to turn quickly 
or suddenly (the eyes, etc.); to cast off 
(the 6kin, as a snake); to bring forth 
(young, of rabbits, etc.); to twist, to wind 
into threads, v.i. To hurl a missile (at, 
etc.); to cast dice. n. Act of throwing, 
a cast; distance to which a missile is 
thrown; the extent of motion (of a crank, 
etc.), to throw back: To reflect, as 
light, etc.; to revert (to ancestral traits), 
thrum (thrum) [A.-S. tungethrum], n. The 
fringe of warp-threads left when the web 
has been cut off, one of such threads; a 
tassel; (pi.) coarse yarn, 
thrush (1) (thrush) [A.-S. thrysce], n. A 
common bird, the song-thrush or throstle, 
thrush (2) [Scand.], n. A disease of the 
mouth and throat; an inflammatory affec¬ 
tion of the frog in the feet of horses, 
thrust (thrust) [M.E. thrusten, Icel. 
thrysta], v.t. To push suddenly or forcibly; 
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to stab. v.t. To make a sudden push or 
stab (at); to force or squeeze (in, etc.), n. 
A sudden or violent push; an attack with 
a pointed weapon, a stab; horizontal 
outward pressure, as of an arch against its 
abutments. 

thud (th&d) [?], n. A dull sound as of a 
blow on something soft. v.t. To make a 
thud; to fall with a thud, 
thumb (thum) [A.-S. thilma ], n. The short 
thick digit of the hand. v.t. To handle 
awkwardly; to soil or mark with the 
thumb, thumb-nut, n. A nut with 
wings for screwing up with the thumb, 
thumb-screw, n. A screw for turning 
with the finger and thumb; an old instru¬ 
ment of torture for compressing the 
thumb, thumb-stall, n. A covering 
for an injured thumb. 

thump (thiimp) [imit.], v.t. To strike with 
something giving a dull sound, v.i. To 
knock, to hammer (on, at, etc.), n. A 
blow giving a dull sound; the sound, 
thunder (thun'd&r) [A.-S. thunor ], n. The 
sound following a flash of lightning; a 
loud noise; a vehement denunciation or 
threat, v.t. To make the noise of 
thunder; to make strong denunciations, 
etc. v.t. To emit or utter as with the 
sound of thunder, thunderbolt, n. A 
flash of lightning; a missile formerly 
believed to be discharged in this; (fig.) an 
irresistible force, a daring denunciation, 
etc. thunder-clap, -peal, n. thunder¬ 
cloud, n. A cloud from which lightning 
and thunder are produced, thunder¬ 
storm, n. A storm with thunder, 
thunder-struck, a. Struck by light¬ 
ning, amazed, astounded, thunderous, 
thundery, o. 

thurible (thur'ibl) [L. thnribulum , from 
thus tharis , frankincense], n. A censer, 
thurifer, n. One who carries a censer. 
Thursday (thgrz'da. -di) [A.-S. ThUres 
doeg , Thor’s day, after dies Jovis , Jupiter’s 
dav], n. The fifth day of the week, 
thus (thfa) [A.-S.], adv. In the way In¬ 
dicated or about to be indicated; accord¬ 
ingly ; to this extent, 
thwart (thwart) [M.E., from Icel. thvert], 
a. Transverse, oblique, n. A transverse 
plank in a boat serving as seat for a rower. 
v.t. To cross, to frustrate, 
thy (thl) [A.-S. thin , gen. of thU, THOU], pron. 
and a. (before vowels usu. and absolutely 
thine) Of or pertaining to thee (poss. 
corresp. to THOU). 

thyme (tlm) [O.F. tym, Gr. thumos ], n. 

A pungent aromatic herb used in cookery, 
thyroid (thl'roid) [Gr. thureos , shield, 
-OID], a. Shield-shaped; applied esp. to 
the thyroid gland, a large ductless organ 
consisting of two lobes situated on each 
side of the larynx and the upper part of 
the windpipe, and to a large cartilage in 
the larynx, the Adam’s apple, 
thyrsus (thgr'sus) [Gr. thursos], n. (pi. 
-si, -si) (Or. Ant.) A shaft wrapped with 
ivy and tipped with a fir-cone, an attribute 
of Bacchus, 


thyself (fM-self') [THY, SELF], pron. A 
reflexive and emphatic form used after or 
instead of * thou.’ 

tiara (ti-a'rA) [L. and Gr.], n. The head¬ 
dress of the ancient Persian kings; the 
triple crown worn by the Pope, hence, the 
papal dignity; a jewelled headband worn 
by women. 

tibia (tib'i-&, tTbi-A) [L.], n. The Bhin- 
bone. an ancient flute, tibial, a. 
tic (tik) [F.], n. An habitual convulsive 
twitching of muscles, esp. of the face; 
facial neuralgia. 

tick (1) (tik) [A.-S.], n. Various parasitio 
insects 

tick (2) [L. thSca], n. A case for the 
filling of mattresses; the material for this, 
ticking. 

tick (3) [TICKET], n. (colloq.) Credit, trust, 
tick (4) [M.E. tek, a light touch], v.i. To 
make a small regularly recurring sound like 
that of a watch, v.t. To mark (off) with 
a tick. n. The sound made by a watch 
or clock; a tiny mark used in checking 
items, tick-tack, n. A recurring, pulsa¬ 
ting sound. 

ticket (tik'St) [O.F. etiquet, from G. 
stecken % to stick], n. A card, etc., entitling 
the holder to admission, to conveyance 
train, etc., or to some privilege; a price or 
other label; (slang) the correct thing; the 
principles or programme of a political 
party, v.t. To put a ticket on. ticket 
of leave : A licence to a prisoner to be at 
large under certain restrictions, 
tickle (tiki) [freq. of TICK (4)], v.t. To 
touch lightly so as to cause a sensation 
usu. producing laughter; (fig.) to please, 
gratify, amuse, v.t. To feel the sensation 
of tickling, n. Act or sensation of 
tickling, tickler, n. ticklish, a. 
tide (tld) [A.-S. tld, time, hour], n. Time, 
season, the alternate rise and tall of the 
sea; (fig.) a rush of water, a torrent; the 
tendency of events, to tide over: To 
surmount difficulties by the help of cir¬ 
cumstances. ti'dal, a. Pertaining to 
the tides; periodically rising and falling 
as the tides. 

tidings (ti'dingz) [A.-S. as prec.], n.pl. 

News, intelligence, a report, 
tidy (tl'di) [orig. seasonable, tide, -y], a. 
Orderly, neat, trim; (colloq.), pretty large. 
v.t. To make tidy, to put in order, 
tie (tl) [A.-S. tlegan], v.t. (pres.p. tying) 
To fasten with a cord, etc., to secure, to 
bind; to draw into a knot or bow; to 
unite; to confine, restrict, v.t. To 
be exactly equal (with) in a score, n. 
Something used to tie or hold things 
together; a neck-tie; an obligation; an 
equality of votes, score, etc.; a match 
between any pair of a number of players 
or teams, tie-beam, n. A horizontal 
beam connecting rafters, 
tier (t§r) [O.F. tire), n. A row, esp. one of 
several placed one above another, 
tierce (tSrs) [L. tertius, third], n. A cask 
of 42 gallons, one-third of a pipe; a 
sequence of three cards of the same suit; 
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( Fencing ) the third position for guard, 
parry, or thrust. 

tiercel (tAr'sAl) [O.F., dim. from prec.], ». 
A male falcon. 

tiff (tif) [Scand.], ». A fit of peevishness, 
a slight quarrel. 

tiffany (tif'A-ni) [orig. a Twelfth Night 
dress], n. A kind of thin silk-like gauze, 
tiffin (tif'ln) [TIFF], n. {Ang.-Ind.) A 
light meal between breakfast and dinner, 
tiger (tl'gAr) [L. and Gr. tigris], n. A 
large Asiatic carnivorous feline mammal, 
tawny with black stripes; the jaguar, the 
cougar, etc.; a liveried groom, tiger- 
cat, n. A wild cat. tiger-lily, n. A 
lily with orange-spotted flowers, tiger¬ 
ish, a. tigress, n. 

tight (tit) [Scand.], a. Compactly put 
together, not leaky; fastened, held, or 
fitting closely; tense, taut; neat, trim; 
parsimonious; not easily obtainable (of 
money); ( colloq .) awkward, difficult. 
adv. Tightly, v. Tighten, tightly, adv. 
tightness, n. tights, n.pl. Tight-fitting 
clothes worn by acrobats, etc. 
tike (tik) [Scand.], n. A cur; a low fellow, 
tile (til) [A.-S. tig tie], n. A thin slab used 
for covering roofs, paving floors, etc. v.t. 
To cover with tiles; ( Freemasonry ) to 
secure against intrusion, tiler, n. One 
who makes or lays tiles; ( Freemasonry) 
the door-keeper of a lodge, tiling, n. 
till (1) (til) [A.-8. tilian , from til, goodness], 
v.t. To cultivate, tillage, n. tiller n. 
till (2) [Icel. «Z], prep. Up to the time of, 
until, coni. Up to the time when, 
till (3) [A.-S. tyllan , to draw], n. A money- 
drawer in a counter. 

tiller (til'Ar) [M.E. tillen], n. The lever by 
which a rudder is turned, 
tilt (1) (tilt) [A.-S. teld], n. A covering for 
a cart; an awning over the stern-sheets of 
a boat. 

tilt (2) (tilt) [A.-8. tealt , unsteady], v.i. 
To heel over, to be In a slanting position; 
to charge with a lance, v.t. To raise at 
one end, to tip, to incline; to aim (a lance), 
n. A slanting position; a charge with the 
lance, a tournament, tilt-yard, n. A 
place for tilting. 

tilth (tilth) [till (1), -TH], n. Tillage, 
cultivation; the depth of soil tilled, 
timber (tim'bAr) [A.-S.], ». Wood suitable 
for building, carpentry, etc.; ( collect .) trees, 
esp. those yielding such wood; a piece of 
prepared wood, esp. one of the ribs of a 
ship. v.t. To furnish or construct with 
timber, timber-yard, n. A yard where 
timber is stored, timbered, a. Wooded, 
timbering, n. 

timbre (tanbr) [F.], n. Tha quality of 
tone distinguishing particular voices, 
instruments, etc. 

timbrel (timTnAl) [M.E., as prec.], n. An 
ancient instrument like the tambourine, 
time (tlm) [A.-S. tima], n. Duration or 
continuous existence, a particular portion 
of this, esp. for a specific purpose, available, 
or at one’s disposal; a period having 
certain characteristics, an epoch, an era; a 


particular moment or hour; a date, an 
occasion; (Gram.) the relation of a verb 
as regards past, present, or future; {Mus.) 
the relative duration of a note or rest; 
rate or style of movement, rhythm, v.t. 
To adapt to the time or occasion; to 
regulate as to time; to ascertain or mark 
the duration or rate of. time-expired, 
a. Applied to soldiers whose period of 
service is completed, time -fuse, n. A 
fuse arranged to ignite a charge at a certain 
time, time-honoured, a. Of venerable 
age. timekeeper, n. A clock or watch; 
a person who records time, esp. of work¬ 
men. timepiece, n. A clock or watch, 
time-server, n. One who suits his 
conduct, etc., to those in power, time¬ 
table, n. A list of the times of departure 
and arrival of trains, etc.; a record of times 
of employees, lessons, etc. time-worn, 
a. Antiquated, dilapidated, timely, a. 
Seasonable, opportune, premature, 
timid (tim'id) [L. timere , to fear], a. Easily 
frightened, shy. timidity, n. Habitual 
shyness or cowardice, timidly, adv. 
timorous (tim'6-nls) [L. timor , fear, as 
prec.], a. Fearful, timid, timorously, adv. 
tin (tin) [A.-S.], n. A lustrous white metal 
easily beaten into thin plates; a container 
or utensil made of thin plates of iron coated 
with tin; {slang) money, v.t. To coat 
with tin; to preserve (meat, fruit, etc.) in 
tins, tinfoil, n. A tin-like alloy beaten 
into foil for wrapping, tinman, tin¬ 
smith, n. One who makes or deals in 
articles of tin or tin-plate, tin-plate, n. 
Iron-plate coated with tin. v.t. To coat 
with tin. tinware, n. {collect.) Utensils 
of tin or tin-plate, tinner, ». tinny, a. 
tincture (tlnk'chfer) [L. tinctUra, as TINGE], 
n. A solution of some principle, used in 
medicine; a tinge, a tint; a slight flavour 
(of), v.t. To imbue with a tint, to tinge; 
to flavour. 

tinder (tin'dAr) [A.-S. tyndre , from tendon, 
to kindle], n. Any combustible substance 
used to kindle fire from a spark, 
tine (tin) [A.-S. tind ], n. The prong or 
spike of an antler, fork, harrow, etc. 
tinge (tinj) [L. tingere], v.t. To colour 
slightly, to stain (with); {fig.) to modify 
the qualities of. a. A tint; {fig.) a 
flavour. 

tingle (tingl) [imit.], v.i. To feel a sting¬ 
ing, prickly sensation; to give this 
sensation. 

tinker (ting'kAr) [M.E. tinkers, from tinken , 
see foil.], n. An itinerant mender of pots, 
kettles, pans, etc.; a rough-and-ready 
worker, a botcher, v.t. To mend pots, 
etc.; to patch up in a clumsy, makeshift, 
or ineffective manner, 
tinkle (tinkl) [M.E. tinklen, freq. of tinken , 
to ring], v.i. To make a succession of 
sounds as of a bell. v.t. To cause to 
tinkle, to ring. n. Such a sound, 
tinsel (tin'sAl) [O.F. estincelle, as SCINTILLA], 
n. Brass or other lustrous substance used 
in strips or spangles to give a sparkling 
effect to dresses, hangings, etc.; a fabric 
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adorned with this; cloth of silk and silver; 
superficial brilliancy, a. Gaudy, showy, 
int (tint) [as TINCTURE], n. A. colour pro¬ 
duced by admixture with another, esp. 
white; a slight tinge (of another colour); 
an effect of shading obtained by a series of 
parallel lines, v.t. To give a tint to; to 
tinge, tinty, a. Inharmoniously tinted, 
tintinnabulum (tin-tl-nSb'u-lfim) [L.], n. 
(pi. -la) A bell for fitting to harness, etc.; 
a tinkling or jingling of bells, plates, etc. 
tintinnabular, a. tintinnabula'tioii, n. 
tiny (tl'ni) [?], a. Very small. 

-tion [L. -tidnem, accus. sing, of nouns In 
- tio y cp. -ion], suf. Denoting action or 
condition, as mention , expectation , vacation. 
tip (1) (tip) [M.E. typ], n. The point or 
end, esp. of a small or tapering thing; a 
small piece forming a point or end as a 
ferrule, v.t. To put a tip on; to form 
the tip of. tipstaff, n. A metal-tipped 
staff carried by a sheriff’s officer; a sheriff’s 
officer, tiptoe, adv. On the tips of the 
toes. v.i. To walk or stand on tiptoe, 
tip-top, n. The highest point, the very 
best. a. Of the very best, 
tip (2) [M.E. tippen], v.t. To cause to lean; 
to overturn; to discharge (the contents of a 
cart, etc.) thus; to tap, touch; ( colloq.) 
to give a small gratuity to. t».t. To lean 
over, to tilt; to upset, n. A small 
present in money; private information, 
esp. for betting. 

tippet (tip'6t) [A.-S. tappet] J, n. An outer 
covering for the neck and shoulders, worn 
by women, footmen, and by judges when 
robed. 

tipple (tipi) [freq. of TIP (1)], v.i. To 
drink alcoholic liquors habitually, n. 
Strong drink; one’s favourite beverage. 

tippler, n. 

tipster (tip'stGr) [TIP (2), -ster], n. One 
who supplies tips about races, etc. 
tipsy (tip'si) [?], o. Fuddled, partially In¬ 
toxicated. tipsily, adv. 
tirade (ti-rad') [It. tirata], n. A vehement 
speech or harangue, esp. of censure, 
tire (1) (tir) [A.-S. tyrigan ], v.t. To ex¬ 
haust the strength of by toil; to fatigue, 
weary, v.i. To become weary or ex¬ 
hausted. tireless (1), o. Unwearied, 
tiring, a. 

tire (2), tyre (tir) [?], n. A band of metal, 
rubber, etc., placed round the rim of a 
wheel, tireing, n. tireless (2), a. 
tire-smith, n. 

tiresome (tir'sbm) [TIRE (1), -SOME], a. 
Fatiguing; wearisome, tedious, annoying, 
’tis (tiz) [short for IT IS], 
tissue (tish'u) [F. tissu, L. teTtus , woven], 
n. Any gauzy woven fabric; (Biol.) a 
fabric of cells and their products, the 
elementary substance of plant and animal 
organs; (fig.) a fabrication, tissue- 
paper, n. A thin unsized paper, 
tit (1) (tit) [Icel. fittr], n. A titmouse or 
other small bird; a small horse, titbit, n. 
A dainty morsel, titlark, n. A small 
bird, the meadow-pipit, titmouse, n. 
(pi. -mice) A small insectivorous bird. 


tit (2) [?], n. A tap, a slight blow, tit for 
tat: Retaliation. 

Titan (tl't&n) [Ur.], ft. (Gr. Myth.) One 
of the giant deities; a person of super¬ 
human strength or genius. Titanesqu* 
(-nesk'), Titan'ic, a. 

tithe (tilA) [A.-S. teodha ], n. The tenth part 
of anything; a tax of one-tenth, esp. for the 
■upport of the clergy and Church, v.t. 
To impose tithes upon, tithable, a. 
tither, n. tithing, n. The taking or 
levying of tithes. 

titillate (tit'i-iat) [L. titill&re , to tickle], 
v.t. To tickle; to excite pleasurably, 
titilla'tion, n. 

titivate (tit'i-vat) [?], v. To dress up, to 
adorn, make smart. 

title (tltl) [L. titulus], n. A name or 
designation, as of a book, poem, etc.; the 
contents of a title page, or a part of this ; 
the distinguishing formula at the head of a 
statute, etc. ; a division of a document as 
arranged for reference; a personal appel¬ 
lation denoting office, nobility, distinc¬ 
tion, etc.; (Law) the right to ownership 
of property; a title-deed, title-deed, n. 
A legal instrument proving a person’s right 
v to property, title page : The page at the 
beginning of a book giving the title, 
author’s name, etc. title-rdle, n. The 
character from whose name tjje title of a 
piece is taken, titled, a. Bearing a title 
of nobility. 

titter (tit'6r) [M.E. titeren], v.i. To giggle. 

n. A restrained laugh, 
tittle (titl) [M.E. fifei], n. A particle, an 


iota. 

tittle-tattle (tttTt&tl) [redupl. from tattle], 
n. Gossip, v.i. To gossip, 
titular (tit'u-lhr) [as TITLE], o. Existing 
in name only, holding a title without the 
office or duties attached, titularly, adv. 
Nominally, titulary, a. 
to (t6, too) [A.-S.], prep. In a direction to¬ 
wards; as far as; no less than in com¬ 
parison with, etc.; concerning; in the 
relation of, for, as; preceding the indirect 
object; the sign of the infinitive mood, 
expressing purpose, consequence, etc., 
limiting the meaning of adjectives, or 
forming verbal nouns, adv. Toward the 
condition or end required, 
toad (t5d) [A.-S. tadige ], n. A tailless 
amphibian like a frog; (fig.) a repulsive 
person, toad-eater, n. A sycophant, 
toadstool, n. An umbrella-shaped fun¬ 
gus. toady, n. A toad-eater, v.t. To 
fawn upon, toadyism, n. 
toast (test) [L. tostus, parched], n. A slice 
of bread browned at the fire; a drinking 
or a call for drinking a health; the person 
or other object of this; a woman often 
toasted, v.t. To brown (bread), cook 
(bacon, etc.), or warm (the feet, etc.) at 
an open fire; to drink to the health or in 
honour of. toast-master, n. An official 
who announces the toasts at public 
dinners, toasting-fork, n. A fork to 
hold bread for toasting, 
tobacco (to-bak'O) [Sp. tabaco ], n. An 
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American plant with narcotic leaves; the 
leaves dried and prepared for smoking, 
tobacco-pipe, n. A pipe nsed in smok¬ 
ing tobacco, tobacconist, n. A dealer in 
tobacco. 

toboggan (t6-bog'&n) [Algonkin], n. A 
long low sled used for sliding down snow- 
covered slopes, v.i. To slide on a to¬ 
boggan. 

tocsin (tok'sin) [O.F. toquer, to touch, 
signal], n. An alarm-bell; the ringing of 
this. 

tod (tod) [Icel. toddi], n. A bush, esp. of 
thick ivy; a bunch; an old weight for 
wool, usu. 28 lb. 

to-day (td-dfi') [A.-S. todcege , for or on 
(this) day], adv. On, during, or at the 
present day. n. This day. 
toddle (todl) [TOTTER], v.i. To walk with 
short unsteady steps, as a child; to 
saunter, n. A toddling walk; a stroll, 
toddler, n. 

toddy (tod'i) [Hind, tddi, from tdr, palm], n. 
A juice obtained from certain palms and 
fermented; spirits and hot water sweetened, 
to-do (t6-doo') [TO, DO], n. Ado, com¬ 
motion. 

toe (tfi) [A.-8. ta, cp. Dut. teen, G. tehe, 
Icel. td, Dan. taa ], n. One of the five 
digits of the foot, the part of a boot, etc., 
covering the toes. 

toffee, toffy (tof'i) [as RA TAPIA], n. A 
sweetmeat of boiled sugar or molasses and 
butter. 

toga (td'gS) [L.], n. A loose flowing robe, 
the outer garment of an ancient Homan 
citizen. 

together (t6-geM'6r) [A.-S. tdgaedere ], adv. 
Conjointly, unitedly; in the same place or 
at the same time; into union; without 
cessation. 



toil (1) (toil) [A.-F. toiler , to strive], v.i. 
To labour painfully; to move or progress 
laboriously, n. Hard and unremitting 
labour, drudgery, toiler, n. toilsome, a. 
toil (2) [F. toile , cloth], n. A net or snare, 
toilet (toiiet) [F. toilette, dim. of prec.], n. 
Act or process of dressing; dress, style of 
dress; a dressing-table with looking-glass, 
etc. toilet-cover, n. A cloth for a toilet- 
table. toilet-service, -set, n. A set of 
utensils for a toilet-table. 

Tokay ftd-ka'), n. A rich wine made at 
Tokay In Hungary from white grapes, 
token (tdkn) [A.-S. taceri], n. A sign or 
symbol representing or recalling some 
thing, event, etc.; an Indication, symp¬ 
tom ; a keepsake; a piece of metal like a 
coin, formerly Issued privately and repre¬ 
senting money. 

tolerate (tol'er-at) [L. tolerdre], v.t. To 
permit by not preventing or forbidding; 
to abstain from judging harshly or con¬ 
demning; to sustain, endure (pain, toil, 
etc.), tolerable, a. Endurable, sup¬ 
portable; fairly good, tolerance, n. 
tolerant, a. toleration, n. Act of 
tolerating; the spirit of tolerance; recog¬ 


nition of the right of private Judgment, esp. 
In religious matters. 

toll (1) (t51) [A.-S.]. n. A tax charged for 
the use of a road, bridge, market, etc.: a 
portion of grain taken by a miller as com¬ 
pensation for grinding, toll-bar, -gate, 
n. A bar across a road to stop passengers 
till toll is paid. 

toll (2) [M.E. tollen ], v.t. To cause (a bell) 
to sound slowly; to give out (a knell, etc.) 
with a slow, measured sound, v.i. To 
sound or ring (of a bell) with slow, regular 
strokes, a. A tolling or a stroke of a 
bell. 

tom (tom) [short for Thomas], n. A male 
animal, esp. a tom-cat. tomboy, n. A 
romping girl, a hoyden, tom-cat, n. A 
male cat. tom-fool, ». A ridiculous fool, 
a trifler. tom-foolery, n. tom-tit, », 
A small bird, esp. a titmouse, 
tomahawk (tom'*-hawk) [Algonkin], ». 

A N. American Indian battle-axe. 
tomato (td-ma'tfi) [Mex. tomatl ], n. (pi. 
-toes) The pulpy edible fruit of a trailing 
plant of the nightshade family, orig. S. 
American; the plant itself, 
tomb (toom) [Gr. tumba ], n. A grave; a 
sepulchral monument, v.t. To bury, to 
entomb, tombstone, n. A stone me¬ 
morial over a grave, 
tome (tflm) [F.], n. A volume, 
tommy (tom'i) [TOM], n. A British private 
soldier (from Tommy Atkins ); (slang), 
food, provisions. 

to-morrow (to-mor'fl) [to, morrow], n. 
The next day after to-day. adv. On of 
during this. 

tom-tom (tom'tom) [Hindi, tam-tam ], n. 
A native drum used in India, Africa, etc. 
-tomy (Gr. - tomia, from temnein, to cut], 
suf. Used of surgical operations, as in 
tracheotomy. 

ton fl) (t&n) [tun], n. A measure of 
weight, 20 cwt. 

ton (2) (ton) [F., tone], n. The prevailing 
fashion or mode, tonish, a. 
tonal (td'n&l) [TONE, -al], a. Pertaining to 
tone or tonality, tonal'ity, n. (Mus.) 
Character or quality of a tone, 
tone (t6n^ [L. tonus , Gr. tonos ], n. Sound, 
with reference to pitch, quality, and 
volume; a musical sound; modulation of 
the voice; timbre; (Jig.) mood, prevailing 
sentiment, spirit; syllabic stress; degree 
of luminosity of a colour; the general 
effect of a painting, photographic print, 
etc.; healthy general condition, v.t. 
To give tone or quality to; (Mus.) to 
tune. v.i. To harmonize in colour; to 
receive a particular tone or tint, to tone 
down : To subdue, to soften; to become 
emphatic. 

tongs (tongz) [A.-S. tange, sing.], n.pl. An 
implement used for grasping coals, etc. 
tongue (tung) [A.-S. tunge ], n. A fleshy 
muscular organ in the mouth, used in 
tasting, swallowing, and (in man) speech; 
the clapper of a bell, the pin in a buckle, 
a piece of leather at the front of a laced 
shoe, a projecting edge for fitting into 
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a groove in matchboard, a long low pro¬ 
montory, a long narrow inlet, or other 
tongue-shaped thing or part; (Jig .) speech, 
the voice, manner of speech; a language, 
tongue-tied, a. Impeded in speech; 
prevented from speaking freely, 
tonic (ton'ik) [TONE, -10], a. Invigorat¬ 
ing, bracing; of or pertaining to tones; 

( Phonet.) denoting a voiced sound; 
stressed, n. A tonio medicine; ( Mus.) 
the key-note. 

to-night (td-nlt') [TO, NIGHT], n. The 
present night, adv. On or during this, 
tonnage (tun'ij) [TON (1), -AGE], n. The 
carrying capacity of a vessel expressed in 
tons; the aggregate freightage of a num¬ 
ber of vessels, esp. of a country’s merchant 
marine; a duty on ships, 
tonneau (ton'o, td-no') [F., cask], n. The 
part of a motor-car containing the back 
seats. _ _ 

tonsil (ton'sil) [L. tonsilla , a sharp stake], 
n. Either of two organs in the hinder 
part of the mouth, tonsilii'tis, n. 
Inflammation of the tonsils, 
tonsor.al (ton-sdr'i-fii) [L. tonsor , barber], 
a. Pertaining to a barber or his art. 
tonsure (ton'shur) [L. tonsUra , from tonsus , 
shaved], n. The shaving of the crown or 
of the whole head on admission to the 
priesthood, etc.; (Jig.) admission Into Holy 
orders. 

tontine (ton-t8n') [Lorenzo Tonti , It. 
banker, c. 1653], n. A form of annuity in 
which the shares of subscribers who die are 
added to the profits shared by the sur¬ 
vivors. 

too (too) [TO], adv. More than enough; as 
well, also, in addition; moreover; (colloq.) 
superlatively. 

tool (tool) [A.-S. uq, ». A simple imple¬ 
ment, esp. one used in manual work; (Jig.) 
anything used in one’s occupation; a 
person employed as an instrument, a cat’s- 
paw. v.t. To impress designs on (a book- 
cover. etc.), tooling, ». Designs im¬ 
pressed, etc., on a book-cover, 
toot (toot) [imit.], v.i. To make a noise 
like that of a horn; to give out such a 
sound, v.t. To sound (a horn, etc.), 
tooth (tooth) [A.-S. <«A], ». (pi- teeth) 
One of the hard structures growing in the 
mouth and used for mastication; an 
artificial tooth; a tooth-like projection or 
part. v.t. To furnish with teeth; to 
indent, toothache, n. Pain in the teeth, 
toothpick, n. A pointed instrument for 
removing particles of food from between 
the teeth, toothless, a. toothsome, o. 
Palatable, pleasing to the taste, 
top (1) (top) [A.-S.], n. The highest part 
of anything; the upper side or surface; 
the head of a page in a book; the upper 
*nd or head of a table; the highest posi¬ 
tion, rank, etc.; the culmination, the 
height; (Naut.) a platform round the head 
of a lower mast. v.t. To remove the top 
of (a plant, etc.); to put a top on; to 
surmount; to surpass, a. Being on or 
at the top or summit; highest in position. 


degree, etc. top-boot, n. A boot having 
hi g h tops, top-coat, n. An overcoat, 
top-dress, v.t. To manure on the sur¬ 
face, as distinguished from digging or 
ploughing in. top-dressing, n. top¬ 
gallant, a. Applied to the mast, rigging, 
and sail next above the topmast, top- 
hamper, n. The light upper sails and 
rigging; tackle encumbering the deck, 
top-hat, n. A tall silk hat. top-heavy, a. 
Having the upper part too heavy for the 
lower, top-knot, n. An ornamental bow 
worn on the top of the head; a tuft growing 
on the head, topmast, n. The mast next 
above the lower mast, topsail (topsl), n. 
A square sail next above the lowest sail 
on a mast; a fore-and-aft sail above the 
gaff, topmost, o. Highest, uppermost, 
topping, a. 

top (2) [A.-S. topp ], n. A toy made to 
rotate with great velocity on a point under¬ 
neath, by the rapid unwinding of a string, 
etc. 

topaz (td'pfiz) [Qt. topazos], n. A trans¬ 
parent or translucent variously coloured 


gem. 

tope (1) (tfip) [?], v.i. To drink alcoholic 
liquors excessively or habitually, to tipple, 
toper, n. 

tope (2) (tSp) [?], n. A small shark, the 

dog-fish. 

topgallant, [TOP (1)]. 
topic (top'ik) [G-r. topikos , local], n. The 
subject of a discourse, literary composi¬ 
tion, etc. topical, a. Pertaining to a 
topio, or consisting of allusions, esp. to 
current or local topics, topically, adv . 
topography (td-pog'ra-fi) [Gr. topos, place, 
-GRAPHY], ». The detailed description of 
particular places; the features of a dis¬ 
trict. topographer, n. topograph'ic, 
•al, a. 

topple (tool) [freq. of top (1)], v.i. To 
totter and fall; to project as if i 
fall. 


! about to 


topsy-turvy (top-si-t5r'vi) [top (1), so. 
obs. teros A.-S. tearjlian % to turn], adv. and 
a. Upside down; in a disordered con¬ 
dition. 

toque (tfik) [F.], n. A small, brimless, 
close-fitting headdress, 
tor (tflr) [A.-S. torr], n. A prominent hill, 
torch (tbrch) [F. torche , from L. tortus , 
twistea], n. A light made of twisted hemp, 
etc., soaked in oil, for carrying in the hand: 
any light for carrying, esp. when raised 
aloft on a pole, etc. 

toreador (tor-e-a-d5r') [Sp.], ». A bull¬ 
fighter, esp. one who fights on horseback, 
torment (tOr'm^nt) [L. tormentum, from 
torquirs , to twist], n. Extreme pain or 
anguish; a source or cause of this. v.t. 
(torment') To subject to torment, to afflict, 
vex. tormentor, »• One who or that 
which torments. 

tornado (tOr-na'dS) [Sp. tronada , thunder¬ 
storm], n. (pi. -does) A storm of extreme 
violence, usu. having a rotary motion with 
electric discharges. 

torpedo (tdr-pg'dfi) [L. torpere , to be 
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numb], n. (pi. -does) A long, cigar¬ 
shaped explosive engine propelled under 
water or through the air; an electric ray, 
a sea-fish having an electrical apparatus 
for killing its prey. v.t. To attack, blow 
up, or sink with a torpedo, torpedo- 
boat, n. A small swift vessel fitted for 
firing torpedoes. 

torpid (tor'pid) [L. torpidus , as prec.], o. 
Having lost the power of motion; be¬ 
numbed; dormant; sluggish, inactive, 
torpidity, torpor, n. 
torque (t6rk) [L. torqulre , to twist], n. A 
twisted necklace. 

torrent (tor'Gnt) [L. torrens , parching], n. 
A violent rushing stream; a flood (of 
abuse, passion, etc.), torrential (t6-ren'- 
sh&l), o. 

torrid (tor'id) [L. torridus, as prec.], a. 
Dried up with heat, parched, very hot. 
torrid'ity, n. 

torsion (tOr'shhn) [F., from"L. torguire, to 
twist], n. Act of twisting or state of being 
twisted; the force with which a body tends 
to return to its original state after being 
twisted. 

torso (tbr'sC) [It., stump], n. (pi. -sos) 
The trunk of a statue without the head and 
limbs. 

tort (t6rt) [F., wrong], n. (Law) A private 
or civil wrong, tortious (tfir'shfis), a. 
tortoise (tflr'tfis, -toiz) [Late L. tortuca], n. 

A terrestrial or freshwater turtle, 
tortuous (tfir'tu-fis) [as TORT], o. Twist¬ 
ing, crooked; (Jig.) roundabout, devious, 
torture (t6r'ch6r) [L. tortura . as prec.], 
a. The infliction of extreme physical pain 
excruciating pain or anguish, v.t. To 
subject to torture; (fig.) to distort; to 
pervert the meaning of (a statement, eto.). 
torturer, n. 

Tory (tori) [Ir., a moss-trooper], n. Orig. 
one of the party opposed to the exclusion 
of James II from the throne; a Con¬ 
servative. a. Pertaining to the Tories. 
Toryism, n. 

-tory [-ORT, cp. -TOR], suf. Forming nouns 
and adjectives, as factory , oratory , perfunc¬ 
tory. 

toss (tos) [Norw. tossa ], v.t. To throw up 
with the hand; to pitch, fling; to throw 
back (the head) with a jerk; to throw 
about, to cause to rise and fall, to agitate. 
v.i. To tumble about, to be agitated; to 
throw oneself from side to side. «. Act 
of tossing; state of being tossed, toss- 
up, n. The tossing up of a coin to decide 
a wager, etc., by seeing which way it falls, 
an even chance. 

tot (1) (tot) [Scand.], n. Anything small 
or insignificant; a small child; a dram of 
liquor. 

tot (2) [L., so many], n. A sum in addi¬ 
tion. v. To add or mount (up), 
total (tS'tAl) [L. tdtus, entire], a. Complete, 
comprising the whole or everything; 
absolute, thorough, n. The total sum; 
the aggregate, totality, n. totally, 
adv. 

totem (to't6m) [Algonkin], n. A natural 


object taken by savages as a badge on 
account of supposed relationship; an 
image of this, to'temism, n. 
totter (tot'6r) [for toiler, cogn., tilt (2),] 
v.i. To stagger; to be on the point of 
falling, tottery, a. 

toucan (too'kan) [Braz. tucana ], n. A 
tropical American bird with an enormous 
beak. 

touch (tiich) [O.F. tuchier t tochier ], v.t. To 
meet the surface of, to be in or come into 
contact with; to cause (two objects) to 
come into contact; to reach, to attain; 
to meddle; to injure slightly; to compare 
with; to relate to; to treat of hastily; to 
tap, to play upon lightly, to put (in) fine 
strokes with the brush, etc.; to affect, esp. 
with tender feeling; to rouse, to irritate. 
v.i. To come into contact (of two or more 
objects); to deal with (usu. with on) in a 
slight manner; to call (at a port, etc.), n. 
Act of touching; contact; the sense by 
which contact, pressure, etc., are perceived; 
a slight effort, a light stroke with brush or 
pencil; a twinge; a minute quantity; 
characteristic impress; (Football) the part 
of the field outside the touch-lines and 
between the goal-lines, touch-hole, n. 
The priming hole or vent of a gun. touch¬ 
stone, n. A stone used for testing the 
purity of gold and other alloys; (fig.) a 
criterion, touching, a. Affecting, moving, 
pathetic, prep. Concerning, with regard 
to. touchwood, n. Tinder, 
touchy (tfich'i) [corr. of tetchy], a. Apt 
to take offence, irascible, irritable, touchi¬ 
ness, n. 

tough (tfif) [A.-S. tOh\ a. Flexible without 
being brittle; able to endure hardship; 
stiff, tenacious; stubborn; laborious, diffi¬ 
cult. toughen, v. toughish, a. 
tour (toor) [F., as TURN], n. A journeying 
from place to place; an extended excur¬ 
sion, a circuit, v.i. To make a tour, 
tourist, n. 

tournament (toor'nA-m6nt) [O.F. torneie- 
menl as foil.], n. A contest or pageant in 
which mounted knights contested; a contest 
in which a number of persons take part, 
tourney (toor'ni) [O.F. tomei , as TURN], n. 
A tournament, v.i. To engage in a 
tournament. 

tourniquet (toor'ni-ket) [F., as turn], n. 

An instrument for compressing an artery, 
tousle (touzl) [freq. of obs. iousg], v.t. To 
pull about; to rumple, dishevel, 
tout (tout) [A.-S. tbtian , to peep out], v.i. 
To solicit custom obtrusively; to spy 
(esp. on horses training), n. One em¬ 
ployed to tout. 

tow (1) (tO) [A.-S. togian], v.t. To pull (a 
boat, etc.) through the water by a rope, 
eto.; to drag behind one. n. tow-boat, 
n. A tug. 

tow (2) [?], n. The coarse broken part of 
hemp or flax after heckling, etc. towy, a. 
toward -wards (t6-wbrd', -z, tfird, -z) 
[A.-S. tOweard ], prep. In the direction 
of; as regards; for, for the purpose of; 
about. 
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towel (tou'61) [O.F. toaille ], n. A cloth for 
drying onself on, etc. 

tower (tou-er) [M.E. tour , A.-S. torr, L. 
turris], n. A lofty building, circular, 
square, or polygonal, frequently of several 
stories; (Jig.) a place of defence, a pro¬ 
tection. v.i. To rise to a great height, 
to soar, towering, o. Very high; (Jig.) 
violent (of passion, etc.), 
town (toun) [A.-S. /tin], n. A collection of 
dwelling-houses larger than a village; the 
people of a town; the chief town of a 
district, town-clerk, n. The clerk to a 
municipal corporation; the keeper of the 
town records, town-council, n. The 
governing body in a town, town hall : 
A building for transaction of municipal 
business, meetings, etc. townsfolk, n.pl. 
(collect.) The people of a town, 
tox-, toxi-, toxico- [Or. toxikon (phar- 
makon ), poisonous (drug for arrows), from 
toxa, arrows], comb. form. Pertaining to 
poison, toxic (tok'sik) a. Pertaining to 
poison; poisonous, toxicology [-logy], 
n. The branch of medicine treating of 
poisons and their antidotes, toxin, n. 
A poisonous compound causing a particular 
disease. 

toxophilite (tok-sofl-llt) [Or. toxon , bow, 
-Phil, -ITE], ». One skilled in or devoted 
to archery, a. Pertaining to archery, 
toy (toi) [?], n. A plaything; something of 
an amusing or trifling kind, not for actual 
use. v.i. To trifle, to dally, toy 
spaniel, etc. A pigmy variety of dog. 
tra- [TRANS], pref. As in tradition , travesty. 
trace (1) (tr&s) [as TRAIT], n. One of the 
two straps by which a vehicle is drawn, 
trace (2) [F., from L. tractus , drawn], n. 
A track, a footprint, rut, etc. (usu. in pi.) ; 
ft eigri of something that has been; a 
Kninute quantity, v.t. To follow the 
traces of; to note the vestiges of; to 
ascertain the course of: to pursue one’s 
way along; to mark or sketch out; to copy 
(a drawing, etc.) on transparent paper, 
etc., laid upon it. traceable, a. tracery, 
n. Ornamental open-work in Gothic 
windows; any decoration resembling this, 
tracing-paper, -cloth, -linen, n. A 
transparent paper or linen used for trac¬ 
ing drawings, eto. 

trachea (tra-kS'A) [Gr. tracheia, rough], n. 
(pi. -cheae) The windpipe; (Bot.) a duct, 
tracheot'omy (-TOMY], n. The opera¬ 
tion of m aking an opening into the wind¬ 
pipe. 

track (tr5k) [O.F. trac ], n. A series of 
marks left by the passage of a person, 
animal, or thing, a trail; a path, esp. one 
beaten by use; the route followed by 
ships; a racing-path; a line of railway. 
v.t. To follow the track of; to follow out 
(the course of anything); to tow. tracker, 
n. trackless, a. Pathless; untravelled, 
leaving no track. 

tract (1) (tr&kt) [L. tractus , drawn], n. An 
area of land or water of a considerable 
extent; ( Anat .) the region of an organ or 
system. 


tract (2) [L. tract &re, to treat], n. A 
pamphlet, esp. on religion or morals, 
tractable (tr&k'tabl) [as prec.], a. That 
may be easily managed or controlled; 
docile, tractabil'ity, n. tractably, adv. 
traction (tr&k'shun) [tractio, from trahere , 
to draw], n. Act of drawing something 
along a surface; state of being so drawn, 
trade (tr5d) [M.L.G., track], n. A busi¬ 
ness or occupation, etc., dist. from agricul¬ 
ture, unskilled labour, the professions, 
etc.; commerce; the amount of business 
done in a particular year, place, etc.; 
persons in a particular trade; (colloq.) a 
deal, a bargain (in business or politics); 
(pi.) the trade-winds, v.i. To barter, to 
traffic, to deal (in); to carry on business 
(with); to carry merchandise (between, 
etc.), v.t. To sell or exchange in com¬ 
merce. to trade on : To take advantage 
of. trade-mark, n. A registered symbol 
used to guarantee the genuineness of 
goods, tradesman, n. A retail dealer, 
trade-union, n. An organized body of 
workmen in any trade, formed for the 
promotion and protection of their com¬ 
mon interests. trade-unionism, n. 
trade-unionist, n. trade-wind, n. A 
wind blowing from the north or south 
toward the thermal equator and deflected 
in a westerly direction by the easterly 
rotation of the earth; (pi.) these and the 
anti-trades, trader, n. One engaged in 
trade ; a vessel employed in trade, 
tradition (trh-dish'un) [L. tr&ditio , from 
trader e, to hand over], n. The handing 
down of opinions, customs, etc., to pos¬ 
terity, esp. by oral communication; a 
belief, custom, etc., so handed down; 
principles, maxims, etc., derived from the 
usage and experience of artists, drama¬ 
tists, actors, etc. traditional, a. tradi¬ 
tionally, adv. 

traduce (trh-dCis') [TRA-, L. dHcere t to 
lead], v.t. To defame, to misrepresent, 
traducer, n. traducible, a. 
traffic (tr&f'ik) [F. trafique\ y n. The ex¬ 
change of goods, trade, commerce; trans¬ 
portation by road, rail, steamer, etc.; 
the passage of persons, vehicles, etc., on a 
road, etc., amount of this. v.i. To 
trade, to have business (with), v.t. To 
barter, trafficker, n. 
tragedy (tr&j'S-di) [Gr. tragOidld ], n. A 
drama dealing with a lofty theme of a sad 
or terrible kind, usu. with an unhappy 
ending; a calamitous event, tragedian 
tr&-je'di-An), n. A writer of tragedies; 
an actor in tragedy, tragedienne, n. A 
tragic actress, trag'ic, -al, a. Of the 
nature of tragedy; lamentable, calamitous, 
trail (tral) [M.E. trailen], v.t. To drag 
along behind, esp. along the ground; to 
carry (a rifle) in a horizontal position. 
v.i. To be dragged along behind, to hang 
down loosely or grow to some length along 
the ground, over a wall, etc. n. Any¬ 
thing trailing behind a moving thing; 
the end of a gun-carriage resting on the 
ground; a track left by an animal, etc.; 
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the scent followed in hunting; a beaten 
track through wild country, 
train (tr&n) [F.], n. That which is trailed, 
trailing part of a gown, the long tail- 
feathers of a bird, etc.; a retinue, a 
suite; a long series of persons or things; 
a line of railway carriages or trucks drawn 
by an engine; a trail of combustible 
material leading fire to a charge; process, 
orderly succession, v.t. To instruct, to 
drill, to accustom (to perform certain acts); 
to prepare by diet and exercise (for a race, 
etc.); to bring (a plant) into a desired 
shape, etc.; to aim (a gun upon), v.t. 
To prepare oneself or come into a state of 
efficiency for (a contest); to go by train, 
trainer, ». One who trains, esp. one who 
prepares men or horses for races, train¬ 
ing, a. 

train-oil (tr&n'oil) [M.Dut. traen , resin], ». 
Oil from the blubber or fat of whales, 
trait (trft) [F.], n. A distinguishing or 
peculiar feature; a stroke, a touch (of), 
traitor (trS'tbr) [L. trdditor , from tradere, 
to hand over], n. One who violates his 
allegiance; one guilty of treason or 

treachery, traitorous, a. traitress, n. 
trajectory (trAjek'tor-i) [tra-, L. jectus, 
thrown], ». The path described by a 
projectile, etc., under the action of given 
forces. 

tram (trim) [L.G. traam , balk, beam], n. 
A line of beams or rails, a pair of which 
form a tramway; a tramway; a tram- 
car; a four-wheeled truck used in coal¬ 
mines. tram-car, n. tram-road, n. 
A road laid with tracks of timber, stone, or 
iron, tramway, n. A street railway on 
which cars are drawn usu. by electricity, 
trammel (triml) [M.F. tramail], n. A 
net for fish or birds; a fetter used in 
teaching a horse to amble; anything 
restraining freedom or activity (usu. pi.), 
v.t. To confine, hamper, restrict, 
tramontane (tra-mon'tan, tr5m-on-t&n) 
[L. transmontdnus], a. Situated or com¬ 
ing from beyond the Alps; foreign, bar¬ 
barous. 

tramp (tr&mp) [Scand.], v.t. To walk or 
tread heavily; to go on foot. v.t. To 
trample; to traverse on foot. n. An 
act of tramping, the tread of persons 
marching; a journey on foot; a vagrant; 
a freight-vessel having no regular line, 
trample (tr&mpl) [freq. of tramp], v.t. 
To tread under foot; to crush thus; to 
treat with contemptuous indifference. 
v.i. To tread heavily or in contempt (on), 
trance (trans) [L. transire (trans-, Ire, to 
go)], n. A state of insensibility with 
suspension of some of the vital functions, 
catalepsy; ecstasy, rapture, 
tranquil (tr&ng'kwil) [L. tranquillus], a. 
Calm, peaceful, serene, tranquillity, n. 
tran quillize, v.t. 

trans- [L., across, cross-wise; beyond; 
through; into another state or place], 
pref. 

transact (tr&n-sakt') [TRANS-, L. actus , 
acted], v.t, To do, perform, carry out. 


v.t. To do business, to conduct matters 
(with), transaction, n. The manage¬ 
ment or carrying out of a piece of busi¬ 
ness, etc.; an affair, a proceeding; (pi.) 
the reports of the proceedings of learned 
societies. 

transcend (trfin-send') [trans-, L. scandere. 
to climb], v. To rise above, surpass, 
exceed; to pass or be beyond the range 
(of human understanding, etc.), trans¬ 
cendent, a. Surpassing, supremely excel- 
lent; beyond the sphere of knowledge or 
experience, transcendence, -dency, n. 
transcendental (-dental), a. Beyond 
the sphere of experience; explaining matter 
and the universe as products of mental 
conception; abstruse, vague, transcen- 
den talism, n. transcendentalist, n. 
transcribe (tr&n-skrib') [trans-, L. 
scribere], v.t. To copy in writing, tran'- 
script, n. A written copy, transcrin'- 
tion, n. * 

transept (tr&n'sept) [trans-, L. septus, 
enclosed], n. Either of the transverse 
arms extending north and south in a cruci¬ 
form church. 

transfer (tr&ns-fgr') [trans-, L. ferre, to 
bear], v.t. To shift from one place or 
person to another; to make over the 
possession of; to convey (a design) from 
one surface to another, as in lithography. 
n. (tr&ns'fgr) The removal of a thing from 
one person or place to another; (Late) act 
of conveying a right, property, etc., thus, 
the deed by which this is effected; that 
which is transferred, transferable, a. 
transferee, n. transference, n. 
transfiguration ftr&ns-fig-u-r&'shun) [L. 
transfigUrdre , to change the figure of], n. 
A change of form or appearance, esp. that 
of Christ on the Mount (Matt. xvii. 1 - 9 ) • 
a festival on 6 Aug. in commemoration of 
this, transfigure, v.t. To change the 
outward appearance of. 
transfix (tr&ns-fiks') [L. transfixus\, v.t • 
To pierce through, to impale, 
transform (trans-form') [trans-, form], 
v.t. To change the form or appearance 
of, to metamorphose; to change in dis¬ 
position, character, etc. 
transforma tion, n. Act of transform¬ 
ing; state of being transformed, a meta¬ 
morphosis. 

transfuse (trSns-fuz') [trans-, L. fdsus, 
poured], v.t. To cause to pass from one 
vessel, etc., into another; (Med.) to 
transfer (blood) from the veins of one to 
those of another, transfu'sion, n. 
transgress (tr&ns-gres') [trans-, L. 
gressus , walked], v.t. To break, to in¬ 
fringe. v.i. To offend by violating a rule, 
to sin. transgression (-gresh'un), n. 
transgressor, n. 

transient (tran'si-6nt) [as trancb], a. 
Not lasting; momentary, brief, trans¬ 
ience, -ency, n. 

transit (trin'sit) [L. transit us, from tran* 
sire, as prec.], n. Act of passing; con¬ 
veyance ; a route; the passage of a 
heavenly body over the meridian of a 
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place or across the disk of another, tran¬ 
sition (-sizh'dn), n. Passage or change 
from one place, state, or action to another; 
a change in architecture, literature, etc., 
from one key to another, or from the major 
to the relative minor, transitional, a. 
transitive (tr&n'si-tiv) [as prec., -TVE], o. 
{Gram.) Expressing an action passing over 
from a subject to an object (of verbs), 
transitively, adv. 

transitory (tran'si-tdr-i) [as prec.], o. 

Lasting but a short time, not durable, 
translate (tr&n-slftt') [L. translatus , p.p. 
of transferred as TRANSFER], v.t. To render 
the sense of in another language; {fig-) 
to express in clearer terms; to remove 
from one office to another, translatable, 
a. translation, ». translator, n. 
translucent (tr&ns-lu's6nt) [TRANS-, L. 
lUcenSd shining], o. Allowing light to pass 
through but not transparent, translu- 
cence -cency, n. 

transmigrate (tr&nz-ml'grat) [TRANS-, 
MIGRATE], v.i. To pass from one body 
into another (of the soul); to migrate. 

transmigrant, a. and n. transmigra'- 
tion, n. 

transmit (tr&nz-mit') [TRANS-, L. mittere, 
to send], v.t. To send or transfer from 
one person or place to another; to act 
as a medium for, to conduct, trans¬ 
missible, o. transmission (-mish'dn), 
n. transmitter, n. 

transmontane (tr&nz-mon-tan') [TRANS-, 
montane], a. Situated beyond the 
mountains. 

transmute (tr&nz-mut') [TRANS-, L. 
m{Uare t to change], v.t. To change from 
one form to another; to transform (into), 
transmutation, n. Act of transmuting; 
( Alch .) the change of base metals into gold 
or silver. 

transom (tr&n'sOm) [M.E. traunsum], n. 
A horizontal strengthening bar across a 
window , doorway, etc. 
transparent (tr&ns-par'cnt) [TRANS-, L. 
parens, appearing], a. Transmitting rays 
of light without diffusion, so that objects 
may be distinctly seen through; plain, 
evident; sincere, transparence, n. 
transparency, n. transparently, adv. 
transpire (trAn-spir') [TRANS-, L. splrare, 
to breathe], v.t. To emit through the 
excretory organs (of the skin or lungs), 
to exhale, v.i. To pass off as vapour 
(of perspiration, etc.); (fig.) to leak 
out, become known, transpiration, n. 
transpir'atory (-splr'a-t6r-i), a. 
transplant (trans-plant') [or TRANS-, 
PLANT], v.t. To remove and plant or 
establish in another place; ( Surg.) to 
transfer (living tissue) from one part or 
person to another, transplantation, n. 
transport (tr&ns-pSrt') [TRANS-, L. portdre, 
to carry], v.t. To carry from one place to 
another; to remove (a criminal) to a penal 
colony; (chiefly in p.p.) to carry away bv 
powerful emotion, to entrance, n. (tr&ns- 
pQrt) Conveyance from one place to 
another; a transport ship, one carrying 


troops, munitions of war, etc.; (fig.) rap¬ 
ture; ecstasy, transportable, a. That 
may be transported; involving transporta¬ 
tion (of an offence), transportation, n. 
Act of transporting; state of being trans¬ 
ported; conveyance; carriage from one 
place to another; banishment to a penal 
colony. 

transpose (tr&ns-pCz') [TRANS-, POSE (1)], 
v.t. To cause to change places; to change 
the natural order of; ( Mus .) to write or 
play in a different key. transpo'sal, 
transposition, n. Act of transposing; 
state of being transposed, 
transubstantiate (tr5n-sub-st&n'shi-at) 
[TRAN-, SUBSTANCE], v.t. To change the 
substance of. transubstantia'tion, n. 
A change of essence; conversion of the 
substance of the bread and wine in the 
eucharist into the body and blood of Christ, 
transverse (tr&nz-vers') [trans-, L., 
turned], o. Lying or acting across or in a 
cross direction, transversal, a. Trans¬ 
verse ; running or lying across, 
trap (trip ) [A.-S. treppe ], n. A oontrivanoe 
for catching anim als; an ambush, a 
stratagem; a device for releasing a bird or 
propelling an object to be shot at; trap- 
ball, the device used in this; a contriv¬ 
ance in a drain, etc., for preventing the 
return of foul gas; a two-wheeled vehicle; 
a trap-door. v.t. To catch in a trap; 
to furnish (a drain) with a trap. v.i. To 
catch animals in traps; to be impeded (of 
gas, etc., in a pipe), trap-door, n. A 
door in a floor or roof opening like a valve, 
trapper, n. One who traps animals, esp. 
for furs. 

trapeze (tr4-p5z') [Gr. trapezion], n. A 
suspended bar on which gymnasts per¬ 
form. 

traps (tr&pz) [F. drap, cloth], n. One’s 
personal belongings; luggage. 

Trappist (trip'ist), n. A member of a 
Cistercian order, following the strict rule 
of La Trappe (French monastery founded 
in 1140). 

trash (trish) [?], ». Any waste matter, 
rubbish: loppings of trees; a rubbishy 
production of any kind. v.t. To lop. 
trashy, a. 

trauma (traw'ma) [Gr., wound], n. An 
external injury; the morbid condition pro¬ 
duced by this, traumatic, a. Pertain¬ 
ing to the cure of wounds, n. A medicine 
for wounds. 

travail (trSv'al) [O.F. travailler , to toil], n. 
Painful toil, exertion, or effort; the pangs 
of childbirth, v.i. To toil painfully; to 
suffer the pangs of childbirth, 
travel (trav'61) [travail], v.i. To make a 
journey, esp. to distant lands; to move 
(along, etc., of machinery); to move 
through space; to make journeys as a com¬ 
mercial traveller, n. Act of travelling; 
(pi.) an account of travelling; length of 
stroke of a piston, etc. travelled, a. 
traveller, n. 

traverse (tr&v'6rs) [transverse], n. Any¬ 
thing crossing something else; a gallery 
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between opposite sides of a church, etc.; 
a zigzag line described by a ship owing to 
contrary winds; act of travelling across; 
the sideways travel of part of a machine; 
{Law) a denial of a formal allegation by the 
opposite party; the horizontal sweep of a 
gun. v.t. To travel across; to lie across 
or through; to examine or discuss thor¬ 
oughly; to thwart, to bring to nought; 
{Law) to deny (a plea or allegation), 
travesty (trav'6s-ti) [TRA-, L. vestire , to 
clothe], n. A burlesque imitation, v.t. 
To make a travesty of, to misrepresent 
absurdly. 

trawl (trawl) [?], n. A net for dragging 
along the sea-bottom; a trawl-line. v.i. 
To fish with a trawl, trawl-net, n. 
trawler, n. One who trawls; a fishing- 
vessel using a trawl-net. 
tray (tra) [A.-S. trig], n. A flat shallow 
vessel for carrying small articles on. 
treacherous (trech'er-fis) [O.F. trecheros, 
from trecheur, traitor], a. Disloyal, per¬ 
fidious ; deceptive, illusory, treacher¬ 
ously, adv. treachery, n. 
treacle (trekl) [L. theriaca , an antidote 
against bites or poison], n. A syrup 
drained from sugar in refining, 
tread (tred) [A.-S. tredari ], v.i. {past 
trod, trod, trode, trdd, p.p. trodden, 
trodn) To set the foot on the ground; to 
walk; (Jig.) to deal (cautiously, etc.); to 
copulate (of a male bird), v.t. To step 
on; to crush with the feet; to trample on; 
to dance (a measure, etc.), n. Act or 
manner of walking; a footstep; the flat 
part of a step, a piece of rubber, metal, etc., 
placed on this to reduce wear or noise; 
the part of a wheel that bears upon the 
ground, of a sole that rests on the ground; 
(Jig.) wearisome monotony or routine, 
treadle (tredl) [A.-S. tredel ], n. A lever 
worked by the foot giving motion to a 
lathe, etc. 

treason (tr§'zdn) [M.B. trayson , as tradi¬ 
tion], n. A violation of allegiance by a 
subject against his sovereign or Govern¬ 
ment; an act of treachery, treason - 
felony, n. Act of attempting to depose 
the sovereign, intimidating Parliament, or 
stirring up foreign invasion, treason¬ 
able, a. 

treasure (trezh'iir) [Gr. th&sauros], n. 
Precious metals in any form, or gems; a 
quantity of these hidden away or kept for 
future use; accumulated wealth; any¬ 
thing highly valued; a hoard; a person 
greatly valued, v.t. To lay (up) as 
valuable; to prize, treasure trove 
(trov) [A.-F. tresor trove, treasure found] : 
Gold, silver, etc., found in the earth or 
private place, the owner thereof being un¬ 
known. treasurer, n. One who has 
charge of a treasury or of funds, treasury, 
n. A place in which treasure is stored or 
where the public revenues are kept; a 
Government Department in charge of the 
public revenue; the officers of this, 
treat (tret) [M.E. treten , L. tractdre, to 
handle], v.t. To act or behave towards; 


to deal with for a particular result, to apply 
a particular process to; to handle or 
present (a subject, etc.) in a particular 
way; to supply with food, drink, or enter¬ 
tainment at one’s expense; to discuss; to 
arrange terms (with), n. An entertain¬ 
ment ; an unusual pleasure, treatise 
(tre'tiz), n. A literary composition dis¬ 
cussing some particular subject, treat¬ 
ment, n. Act or manner of treating a 
subject, behaving towards a person, apply¬ 
ing remedies, etc. treaty, a. An agree¬ 
ment formally concluded and ratified be¬ 
tween different States; negotiation, 
treble (trebl) [O.F., as triple], a. Triple, 
threefold; soprano, n. A soprano voice, 
singer, or part. v. To multiply by three 
or become threefold, trebly, adv. 
tree (trS) [A.-S. treo ], n. A perennial 
woody plant with a single trunk; a 
genealogical table; a gibbet; a cross of 
crucifixion; a timber beam or framework; 
a boot-last. 

trefoil (trg'foil) [TRI-, L. folium, leaf], n. 
A plant with three leaflets or three-lobed 
leaves; a three-lobed ornament in window- 
tracery, etc. 

trek (trek) [Dut. trekken], v.i. (S. Afr.) 
To travel by ox-wagon; to journey, esp. 
in search of a new settlement, n. A 
journey with a wagon; a day’s march, 
trekker, n. 

trellis (trel'is) [O.F. trelis, from TRI-, L. 
llcium, thread], n. Open-work of strips 
of wood crossing each other and nailed 
together. 

tremble (trembl) [F. trembler, as tremul¬ 
ous], v.i. To shake involuntarily , to be in 
a state of fear or agitation; to be alarmed 
(for); to totter, n. Act or state of 
trembling; fear, tremblingly, adv. 
tremendous (tr6-men'dus) [L. tremendus ], 
o. Of overpowering magnitude, violence, 
etc.; dreadful; extraordinary, 
tremor (trem'dr) [L. tremor , as foil.], n. A 
trembling, quivering; a thrill, 
tremulous (trero'u-lus) [L. tremulus, from 
iremere, to tremble], a. Trembling, 
shaking, quivering; irresolute, 
trench (trench) [O.F. trenche ], n. A long, 
narrow furrow in the earth; a long narrow 
ditch with a parapet formed by the ex¬ 
cavated earth to cover troops, v.t. To 
cut trenches in (ground, etc.); to turn over 
(ground) by cutting a successive series of 
trenches and filling in with the excavated 
soil. 

trenchant (tren'chant) [O.F., cutting], a. 
Sharp, keen; biting, incisive, 
trencher (tren'ch6r) [A.-F. trenchour, as 
TRENCH], n. A wooden plate for use at 
table, now for cutting bread upon; *(fig.) 
the pleasures of the table; a trencher-cap. 
trencher-cap, n. A college cap, with a 
flat top, a mortar-board, 
trend (trend) [A.-S. trendan ], v.i To 
extend in a particular direction; to incline ; 
to have a general tendency, n. Bent, 
inclination. 

trepan (tr6-p&n') [Gr. trupanon , borer], rt. 
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A surgeon’s cylindrical saw for removing 
portions of the skull, v.t. To perforate 
with a trepan. 

trepidation (trep-i-d&'shhn) [L. trepidd- 
tio, from trepidus, agitated], n. A state 
of alarm, or agitation, 
trespass (tres'p&s) [O.F. trespas (TRANS-, L. 
pass&re, to pass)], n. A transgression, an 
offence; {Law) a wrongful act involving 
injury to another, v.i. To commit an 
illegal intrusion (upon the property or 
rights of another); (Jig.) to encroach or 
make undue claims (upon), trespasser, n. 
tress (tres) [F. tresse , L. tricia , three-fold], 
n. A plait of hair; (pi.) hair, 
trestle (tresl) [O.F. trestel , as TRANSOM], n. 

A movable frame for supporting a table, 
etc.; a framework of timber or iron for 
supporting the horizontal portion of a 
bridge. 

tret (tret) [?], n. An allowance to pur¬ 
chasers of goods for damage or deteriora¬ 
tion during transit. 

trews (trooz) [trousers], n.pl. (Sc.) 

Trousers, esp. made of tartan, 
tri- [L., three], pref. Three; triple, 
triad (trl'ad) [Gr. trios triados], n. A col¬ 
lection of three. 

trial (tri'Al) [TRY, -AL], n. Act or process 
of trying or testing; an examination, an 
experiment; that which tests strength, 
endurance, etc.; hardship, suffering, etc.; 
the judicial examination and determina¬ 
tion of the issues in a cause between 
parties. 

triangle (trf'&ngl) [TRI-, angle], n. A 
figure bounded by three lines; anything 
of this shape; a steel rod bent into a 
triangle and sounded by striking with a 
steel rod. triang'ular, o. Having the 
shape of a triangle; three-cornered, 
triangulate, v.t. To divide into triangles, 
esp. (an area) in surveying, triangula'- 
tion, n. 

tribal (tri'b&l) [TRIBE, -AL], a. Belonging 
or pertaining to a tribe, tribalism, n. 
tribe (trlb) [L. tribtu), n. A group of 
people ethnologically related and forming 
a community; a clan or group of clans; 
a group of plants or animals, 
tribrach (trib'r&k) [TRI-, Gr. brachus, short], 
n. A metrical foot of three short syll¬ 
ables. 

tribulation (trib-u-l&'shun) [L. trlbuldre, 
to oppress], n. Severe affliction, suffering, 

tribunal (tri-bfi'nal) [foil.], n. A court 
of justice; a board of arbitrators; a 
judgment-seat. 

tribune (1) (trib'un) [L. tribdnus , as tribe], 
n. (Rom. Hist.) One of the representa¬ 
tives elected by the people to protect 
them against the patricians; a civil, fiscal, 
or military officer, tribunate, tribune - 
ship, n. 

tributary (trib'u-t&r-i) [as foil.], a. Pay¬ 
ing or subject to tribute; subsidiary, con¬ 
tributory. n. A tributary person or 
State; a stream flowing into another, 
tribute (trib'fit) [L. tributus, paid, given], 


n. Money or other valuable paid by one 
State to another in token of submission, 
etc.; the state of being obliged to pay 
this; (fig.) a gift or offering (of praise, 
etc.). 

trice (tris) [M.Dut. trisen], v.t. (NaxU.) 
To haul; to tie (up), n. An instant, 
triceps (tri'seps) nL. (TRI-, - ceps , from 
caput, head)], n. The large muscle at the 
back of the upper arm. 
trick (trik) [O.F. trique], n. An artifice, a 
stratagem; a practical joke; a feat of 
dexterity or sleight of hand; a knack; a 
mannerism, a personal peculiarity; (Cards) 
the whole number of cards played in one 
round; a round, v.t. To cheat, to 
delude; to inveigle (into, out of, etc.); to 
deck (out or up), trickster, n. trickery, 
n. tricky, a. trickily, adv. tricksy, a. 
Playful, sportive. 

trickle (trikl) [M.E. triklen], v.i. To flow in 
drops or in a small stream, n. A trick' 
ling; a rill. 

tricolour (trl'k6-16r) [TRI-, COLOUR], n. A 
flag having three colours, esp. in three 
colours divided vertically, as that of France 
of blue, white, and red. 
tricycle (trl'sikl) [TRI-, cycle], n. A three¬ 
wheeled cycle, tricyclist, n. 
trident (trl'd6nt) [TRI-, L. dens, tooth], n. 
A three-pronged implement, sceptre, or 
spear, esp. the emblem of Neptune as god 
of the sea, and of Britannia as ruling the 
waves. 

triennial (trI-en'i-41) [TRI-, L. annus , year], 
a. Lasting for three years; happening 
every three years. 

trier (tri'6r) [TRY, -ER], n. One who tries 
or tests in any way; a person appointed 
to determine whether a challenge to a 
juror is well founded, 
trifle (trifl) [O.F. truffe, mockery], n. A 
thing of no importance; a small amount 
of money, etc.; a light confection of cake, 
jam, wine, eto. v.t. To act with levity; 
to jest. v.t. To waste or fool away 
(time), trifler, n. trifling, a. Trivial, 
worthless. 

triforium (trl-fSr'i-dm) [TRI-, L. foris, 
door], n. (pi. -ia) An arcade over the 
arches of the nave, choir, or transepts in 
a large church. 

trigger (trig'6r) [Dut. trekken , to pull], n. 
A catch for releasing the hammer of a 
gun-lock, or a spring, 
trigonometry (trig-o-nom'6-tri) [Gr. tri - 
gbnon, triangle, -METRY], n. The branch 
of mathematics treating of triangles, 
with their application to astronomy, 
navigation, surveying, etc. trigono¬ 
metric, -al, a. 

trill (tril) [imit.], v.i. To give forth a 
sound with a tremulous vibration, n. 
A tremulous or quavering sound ; a rapid 
alternation of two notes a tone or semitone 
apart. 

trillion (tril'ydn) [TRI-, after million], n. 
The product of a million raised to the third 
power; (Am. and F.) a million million. 

trillionth, a. 
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trilogy (tril'6-ji) [tri-, -logy], n. (Or. 
! Ant.) A series of three plays, novels, etc., 
each complete in itself, but connected by 
! the story or theme. 

trim (trim) [A.-S. trymian , to make firm], 
v.t. To put In good order; to remove 
irregularities, superfluous, or unsightly 
parts from; to decorate (with trimmings, 
etc.); to adjust (a ship) by arranging the 
cargo, ballast, sails, etc. v.i. To adopt 
a middle course between parties, opinions, 
etc. a. Properly adjusted, in good 
order; neat, tidy. n. State of fitness, 
esp. of a ship or her cargo, ballast, masts, 
etc. trimly, adv. trimmer, n. One 
who trims between parties, esp. in politics, 
trimming, n. Material sewn on a 
garment for ornament, 
trinity (trin'i-ti) [L. triniti w], n. A union 
of three; the threefold state; the union of 
three persons (the Father, the Son, and the 
Holy Ghost) in one Godhead. Trini¬ 
tarian, a. Of or pertaining to the doctrine 
of the Trinity. 

trinket (tring'kSt) [ ?], n. A small personal 
ornament or fancy article of no great value, 
trio (tre'3) [It.], n. A set of three; a 
musical composition for three voices or 
instruments. 

triolet (tre'6-let) [dim. of prec.], n. A 
poem of eight lines with two rimes arranged 
abaaabab. 

trip (trip) [O.F. treper ], v.i. To step 
lightly; to go evenly (of rhythm); to 
stumble so as nearly to fall; to err. v.t. 
To cause to fall; to detect in a fault, 
etc.; (. Naut .) to loosen (an anchor) from 
the bottom, n. A light nimble step; 
a short excursion; a stumble; a mistake, 
tripper, n. One who trips, or who trips 
up another; an excursionist, 
tripartite (trf-par'tlt) [tri-, L. partUus, 
divided], o. Divided into three parts; 
having three copies; made between three 
parties. 

tripe (trip) [F.], n. A part of the stomach 
of ruminating animals prepared for food, 
triphthong (trif'thong) [after diphthong], 
n. A combination of three vowels forming 
one sound, triphthongal (-thong'g&l), a. 
triplane (trf'-plSn) [plane (3)], n. An 
aeroplane with three supporting planes, 
triple (tripl) [L. triplus], a. Consisting of 
three, threefold; multiplied by three. 
v.t. To treble, triplet, n. A set of 
three; each of three children at a birth; 
three verses rhyming together, triplicate, 
a. Threefold; a document corresponding 
to two others of the same kind. v.t. To 
make triplicate, to treble, 
tripod (tri'pod) [1111-, Gr. pous podos , 
foot], n. A three-legged stand, stool, 
support for a camera, etc. 
tripos (tri'pds) [L. tripu *], n. (pi. -ses) 
(Camb. Univ .) The examination for 
honours, the successful candidates being 
arranged in three grades, 
triptych (trip'tik) [tri-, Gr. ptuchg, fold], 
n. A picture, carving, etc., on three 
hinged panels. 


trireme (tri'rem) [tri-, L. remus, oar], n. 
{Class. Ant.) A war-galley with three 
benches of oars. 

trisect (tri-sekt') [TRI-, L. seclus, cut], v.t. 
To divide into three equal parts, tri¬ 
section (-sek'shiin), n. 
trisyllable, n. A word of three syllables, 
trisyllabic, a. 

trite (trit) [L. trltus, rubbed], a. Common¬ 
place, hackneyed, stale, 
triton (tri'tdn) [Gr. myth, a minor sea-god], 
n. A genus of aquatic salamanders, 
triturate (trit'u-rat) [L. trlturatus , rubbed], 
v.t. To rub down to a fine powder, 
triturable, a. tritura'tion, n. 
triumph (tri'iimf) [L. triumphus , Gr. 
thriambos , hymn to Bacchus], n. (Rom. 
Ant.) A pageant in honour of a victorious 
general; state of being victorious; vic¬ 
tory; exultation for success, v.i. To 
enjoy a triumph; to gain a victory; to 
exult, trium'phal, a. Pertaining to a 
triumph, triumphant, a. Victorious; 
exultant. 

triumvir (tri-um'vgr) [L. trium, of three, 
vir % man], n. Any one of three united in 
office, triumvirate, n. The office of a 
triumvir; a group of triumvirs, 
triune (tri'un) [tri-, L. Unus, one], a. 

Three in one. triunity, n. 
trivet (triv'6t) [A.-S. trefet (TRI-, L. pgs 
pedis , foot)], n. A three-legged stand, 
esp. for supporting cooking-vessels at a fire, 
trivial (triv'i-41) [L. trivialis, ordinary], o. 
Of little value or importance, trifling; 
commonplace, triviality, n. trivially, 
adv. 

trochee (tr5'k6) [Gr. trochaios , running], n. 
A metrical foot of two syllables, long and 
short, trochaic (trd-k&'ik), o. and n. 
troglodyte (trog'16-dlt) [Gr. trOgli , cave, 
duein, to enter], n. A cave-dweller. 
Trojan (trfi'jdn) [L. Trdjdnus], a. Per¬ 
taining to ancient Troy. n. An in¬ 
habitant of ancient Troy; (fig.) a plucky 
person. 

troll (1) (trfil) [G. trollen , to roll], v.t. To 
reel out (a song) in a careless manner; 
to pass round, v.i. To fish by trailing 
or spinning a revolving bait, esp. behind 
a boat; to sing in a free and easy way. 
troll (2) [Icel.], n. (Scand. Myth.) , A 
familiar and impish dwarf, 
trolley, -ly (troll) [troll (1)], n. A low 
four-wheeled truck; a grooved wheel on 
a pole used for conveying current to the 
motor on electric tramways, etc. 
trollop (trol'op) [?], n. A careless, 
slovenly woman, a slattern, 
trombone (trom-bfin') [It.], n. A power¬ 
ful brass wind-instrument with a sliding 
tube. 

troop (troop) [F. troupe ], n. An assem¬ 
blage, a crowd, a company; a band of 
performers, a troupe; (Mil.) the unit of 
cavalry formation; (pi.) soldiers, v.i. 
To come together, to assemble; to move 
in a troop, troop-ship, n. A transport 
for soldiers, trooper, n. A cavalry- 
soldier, esp. a private; a troop-ship. 






trope 


444 


trunnion 


trope (tr5p) [Gr. tropos , turn], n. A 
figurative use of a word, 
trophy (tro'fi) [Gr. tropaion, from tropi f, 
defeat], n. Any captured thing preserved 
as a memorial of victory; an ornamental 
group of symbolical objects placed on a 
wall, etc. trophied, o. 
tropic (trop'ik) [Gr. trope, turning, solstice] 
n V Either of the two parallels of latitude 
at 22° 2V N. ( Cancer ) or S. ( Capricorn ) of 
the equator; (pi.) the region between 
these, o. Pertaining to the tropics, 
tropical, tropical, o. 
trot (trot) [F. trotter ), v.t. To move at a 
steady rapid pace; to run with short 
brisk strides, v.t. To cause to trot; to 
cover (a distance) by trotting, n. The 
pace or motion of a horse, etc. in trotting, 
a brisk steady pace; *an old woman, 
trotter, n. A horse trained for fast 
trotting; (pi.) animals’feet as food, 
troth (troth) [A.-S. treowth , truth], n. 

Faith, fidelity, truth. . . 

troubadour (troo'b&-door) [ProT jrota^], 
n. One of a class of Provengal lyric poets 
of the 11th cent. 

trouble (trubl)[L. lurftul^dim.rflurta 
crowd], v.t. To annoy, to molest to 
distress; to inconvenience. e.t. To be 
disturbed; to take pants, n. Affliction, 
worry, perplexity, misfortune; exertion, 
inconvenience, troublesome, fl. Giving 

rtrof) [A.-S. trog], n. A long, 
narrow, open vessel for holding water, 
fodder, etc., for animals, washing ore, 
etc.; a narrow depression 0“ 

trounce^trouns) [O.F. irons], v.t. To beat 
severely, trouncing, n. 
troupe (troop) [F., troop], n. A company 
of actors, performers, etc. 
trouser (trou'zfer) [? Ir. t nubh ™}' n : 
two-legged outer garment reaching from 
the waist to the ankles, worn by men (t mm. 
in pi.), trousering, n. Cloth for making 

trousseau (troo'sd) [F., bundle], ». 

(vl -eaux) The general outfit of a bride, 
trout (trout) [A.-S. truht ], n. A fresh¬ 
water game-fish affled to the salmon. 

•trow^tro, trou) [A.-S. truwian], v. To 
think, to suppose, to believe, 
trowel (trou'el) [L. truella , dim. of trua, 
ladle], n. A tool used by masons for 
spreading mortar; a tool used in digging 

troy P (troi)’[? Troyes, town S.E. of Paris], 
n. y A system of weights (12 oz. av. to 
1 lb.) used for gold, silver, and gems, also 
called troy weight. 

truant (troo'ant) [K.-T .truaunt, Gael. 
truaghan, a wretched creature], a. Shirk¬ 
ing. n. One who neglects duty ; a 

loiterer; one who stays away from school 
without leave. _ . 

truce (troos) [A.-S. triovo, see TRUE], ». A 
temporary oebsatiou of hostilities; an 
armistice. 


truck (1) (trfik) [A.-F. troquier, from O.F. 

troque , barter], v. To exchange; to 
peddle, hawk. n. Exchange of com¬ 
modities; commodities suitable for barter; 
intercourse, dealings, 
truck (2) [Gr. trochos , wheel], n. A strong 
vehicle for conveying heavy goods; an 
open railway wagon; a low barrow for 
moving luggage, etc.; a frame and *et 
of wheels for supporting a railway carriage, 
etc.; a small wooden disk at the top of a 
mast or flagstaff. 

truckle (triikl) [Gr. trochalia , pulley], v.i 
To give way obsequiously; to cringe, 
truckle-bed, n. A low bed on castor* 
for rolling under another, 
truculent (triik'\i-16nt) [L. truculentus , 
from trux, savage], o. Ferocious, violent, 
truculence, -lency, n. truculently, 
adv. 

trudge (triij) [F. trucker, to beg], v. To 
travel on foot with labour and fatigue, 
n. A walk of this kind, 
true (troo) [A.-8. treowe), a. Conformable 
to fact, not false; not deceptive or 
spurious, genuine; legitimate, rightful; 
corresponding to type; in perfect tune 
(of a voice, etc.); loyal, constant; honest, 
truffle (trull) [O.F. trufle ], n. A fleshy 
fungus used for seasoning, etc. 
truism (troo'izm) [TRUE, -ISM], n. A self- 
evident truth; an obvious statement, a 
platitude, tru'ly, adv. Sincerely, In 
accordance with truth, accurately; 
genuinely; honestly, loyally, 
trump (1) (trump) [O.F. trompe ], 

To impose (a thing) upon, to trump up : 
To fabricate, concoct, trumpery, ». 
Worthless finery; rubbish, 
trump (2) [F. triomphe , a card-game], n. 
Any card of a suit ranking for the time 
being above the others; (colloq.) a good 
fellow; (fig.) an infallible expedient, 
trumpet (trhm'pfet) [dim. of TRUMP (1)], 
n. A musical wind instrument, usu. of 
brass, with a cup-shaped mouthpiece; a 
thing resembling this, as a funnel, an ear- 
trumpet ; a sound of a trumpet, v.t. 
To proclaim by or as by a trumpet, t.t. 
To make a loud sound (esp. of the ele¬ 
phant). trumpeter, n. One who sounds 
a trumpet, esp. a cavalryman, 
truncate (trung'k&t) [L. truncatum, muti¬ 
lated], vJ. To cut the top or end from, 
a. Out short; terminating abruptly, 
trunca'tion, n. 

truncheon (triin'chdn) [O.F. trongon, dim. 
of tronc, trunk], ». A short club; a 
staff of authority. 

trundle (trundl) [L.G. trOndeln ], n. A 
small broad wheel; a truck, v. To roll, 
t nmk (triink) [L. truncus, stem], ». 
The main stem of a tree; the body of an 
animal apart from the limbs, head, and 
tail; main body of anything; a trunk¬ 
line; a chest for packing clothes, etc., in 
for travel; the proboscis of an elephant, 
trunk-line, n. The main line of a railway, 
telephone-system, etc. 
trunnion (trun'yon) [F. trognon], n, A 










truss 


445 


tumbrel 


cylindrical projection from the side of a 
ca nnon, two of which serve as supports, 
truss (trtis) [O.P. trusser], v.t. To support 
or brace with a truss; to fasten (the wings 
of a fowl, etc.) before cooking, n. A 
supporting and strengthening structure in 
a roof, bridge, etc.; a padded belt worn 
round the body for preventing or com¬ 
pressing a hernia; a bundle of hay or 
straw. 

trust (trfist) [M.E.], n. Confident reliance 
on or belief in a person or thing; firm 
expectation (that); that on which reliance 
la placed; commercial credit; property 
held in trust; the legal relation between 
such property and the holder; {Comm.) a 
combination of a number of businesses for 
the purpose of defeating competition, 
creating a monopoly, etc. v.t. To place 
confidence in, to rely upon; to believe, 
to have a confident expectation; to 
entrust; to give credit to. v.i. To have 
trust or confidence, trustee', n. One to 
whom property is committed in trust for 
the benefit of another; one of a body 
managing an institution, trusteeship, 
n. trustful, a. Full of trust; confiding, 
trustless, a. Not worthy of trust, 
trustworthy, a. Deserving of con¬ 
fidence. trusty, a. Trustworthy; not 
liable to fail in time of need, 
truth (trooth) [A.-S. treowthu], n. State 
or quality of being true; conformity to 
fact or reality; a fact, a verity; honesty, 
veracity; fidelity; true religion, truth¬ 
ful, o. Habitually speaking the truth, 
conformable to truth, truthless, a. 
try (trl) [F. trier, as trite], v.t. ( past and 
p.p. tried) To test; to find out by 
experiment or experience; to attempt; 
to strain; to afflict; to investigate (a 
charge, etc.) judicially, to subject (a 
person) to judicial trial, v.i. To en¬ 
deavour, to make an attempt, n. An 
attempt; ( Football ) the right to toy to 
kick a goal, triable, a. 

•tryst (trist, trist) [O.F. triste, a watching- 
station in hunting], n. An appointment; 
a rendezvous, v.t. To agree to meet; 
to appoint (a time or place) for meeting, 
trysting-day, n. trysting-place, n. 
Tsar (tsar, zar) [Hus. tsari, L. Copsar], n. 
The title of the former Emperors of 
Russia. Tsarevitch, n. The son of a 
Tsar. Tsarevna (-ev'nA), n. The 
daughter of a Tsar. Tsarina (-e'nA), 
Tsaritza (-it's 4), n. The wife of a Tsar; 
an Empress of Russia, 
tsetse (set's!) [native], n. A S. African 
fly, the bite of which is often fatal to 
cattle, horses, etc. 

tub (tfib) [M.Dut. tobbe], n. An open 
wooden (usu. round) vessel; a small 
cask; a bath in a tub; a clumsy boat. 
v.t. To place in a tub; to bathe in a tub. 
v.i. To take a bath in a tub; to row in 
a tub. 

tube (tub) [L. tubus, a trumpet], n. A long 
hollow cylinder, a pipe; a cylindrical case 
of thin flexible metal for holding pigment. 


etc.; ( colloq .) a tubular electric railway. 
v.t. To furnish with or enclose in a tube, 
tubing, n. 

tuber (tuT>6r) [L., hump], n. A short, 
thick part of an underground stem, set 
with modified buds, as in the potato; a 
truffle. 

tubercle (tu'btokl) [F., from L. tUberculum t 
dim. of prec.], n. A 6mall prominence; 
a small granular tumour formed within 
an organ tending to set up degeneration, 
etc. tuber'cular, -lous, a. tuber* 
culo'sis, n. A diseased condition charac¬ 
terized by the presence of tubercles in 
the tissues, esp. consumption, 
tuberose (tu'b6r-5s), a. Tuberous, n. 
( incorr . pron. tub'roz) A bulbous plant 
with fragrant white flowers, tuberous, 
a. Having prominent knobs or excre¬ 
scences; like or bearing tubers, 
tubular (tfi'bu-lAr) [L. tubulus , as TUBE], 
a. Tube-shaped; having or consisting 
of a tube. 

tuck (tuk) [M.E. tukkeri], v.t. To fold in 
or roll up the loose ends of; to cover up 
closely; to gather into small compass, 
n. A horizontal fold in a dress, etc. 
tucker (tfik'6r) [as prec.], n. One who or 
that which tucks; a frilling round the top 
of a woman’s dress. 

-tude [L. -t€do], suf. Forming abstract 
nouns, as altitude, beatitude, fortitude. 
Tuesday (tuz'dA, -di) [A.-S. Tiwes dag, 
day of Tlio , the god of war], n. The 
third day of the week, 
tufa (tu'f A) [It.], n. A soft calcareous rock, 
tuft (tuft) [F. touffe , from Teut.], n. A 
cluster of hairs, threads, feathers, etc., 
bound at one end. tufted, tufty, a. 
tug (t&g) [M.E. toggen], v.t. To pull with 
great effort; to haul, to tow. v.i. To 
pull violently (at), n. Act or a spell of 
tugging; a vigorous pull; a small power¬ 
ful steam-vessel for towing others, 
tuition (tQ-Ish'un) [L. tuitio , from tu&ri, to 
watch], n. Instruction, esp. in a par¬ 
ticular subject. 

tulip (tQ'lip) [Turk, tulbend , turban], n. A 
bulbous plant of the lily family, with 
gorgeous bell-shaped flowers, tulip-tree, 
«. A large N. American tree of the 
magnolia family. 

tulle (tool, tul) [city in France], n. A 
fine silk net, used for veils, etc. 
tumble (tfimbl) [M.E. tumblen , freq. from 
A.-8. tumbian ], v.i. To fall suddenly or 
violently; to roll about; to perform 
acrobatio feats, v.t. To toss forcibly, to 
push (down, etc.); to cause to fall; to 
rumple, n. A fall; an acrobatic feat, 
a somersault, tumble-down, a. Dilapi¬ 
dated. tumbler, n. One who or that 
which tumbles; an acrobat; a variety 
of pigeon; a stemless drinking-glass; a 
spring-latch in a lock, 
tumbrel (tfim'brAl) [O.F.], n. A two¬ 
wheeled covered cart for ammunition and 
tools for mining and sapping; a dung- 
cart ; the cart for victims of the guillotine 
in the Fr. Revolution. 
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tumid (tii'mid) [L. tumlre , to swell], a. 
Enlarged, distended; (Jig.) pompous, 
bombastic, tumescent (-mes'ent), a. 
tumid'ity, v.t. 

tumour (tu'mor) [L. tumor , as prec.], ft. 
A morbid swelling on some part of the body, 
tumult (tu'mhlt) [L. tumultus , as foil.], ft. 
The commotion of a multitude, esp. with 
confusion of sounds; a confused outbreak; 
riot; excitement, tumultuary, tumul¬ 
tuous, a. 

tumulus (tu'mu-lus) [L., from tumfre , to 
6well], n. (pi. -li) A mound of earth, 
usu. sepulchral; a barrow, tumular, a. 
tun (tfin) [A.-S. tunne], n. A large cask; 

a wine-measure, 252 galls, 
tune (tun) [A.-F. tun , as TONE], n. A 
melodious succession of musical tones, a 
melody; correct intonation; proper 
adjustment of an instrument for this; 
(fig.) concord, frame of mind, mood. 
v.t. To put in tune; (fig.) to adjust, 
attune, tunable, a. tuneful, a. Me¬ 
lodious, musical, tuneless, a. Not in 
tune; inharmonious; (fig.) silent, tuner, 
n. One who tunes musical instruments, 
tuning-fork, n. A two-pronged steel 
Instrument giving a fixed note when 
struck. 

tungsten (tiing'stta) [Swed. tung, heavy, 
sten , stone], n. A heavy, greyish metallic 
element. 

tunic (tfi'nik) [L. tunica], n. A short- 
sleeved body-garment; a surcoat worn 
over armour; a military coat, 
tunnel (tfinl) [O.F. tonnel ], ft. An under¬ 
ground passage, artificial or burrowed by 
an animal, v. To make a tunnel through 
(a hill, etc.}; to shape like a tunnel, 
tunny (tun'i) [Or. thunnos ], n. A large 
Mediterranean sea-fish, 
tup (tfip) [M.E. tuppe], n. A ram. 
Turanian (tu-r&'ni-an) [ Turan , mythical 
founder of the Turkish race], a. Applied 
to the Asiatic languages that are neither 
Aryan nor Semitic. 

turban (tgr'b&n) [Turk, tulbend ], n. An 
Oriental head-dress consisting of a scarf 
wound round the cap; a woman’s head¬ 
dress imitating this. 

turbid (ter'bid) [L. turba, crowd], a. 
Muddy, thick; (fig.) disturbed, turbid' - 
ity, n. 

turbine (ter'bin, -bln) [L. turbinem , nom. 
turbo, wheel, top], n. A water-wheel or 
motor enclosed in a tube and acted upon 
by a flowing stream, steam, or air; a 
vessel propelled by a turbine, 
turbot (ter'bot) [as prec.], n. A large 
flat-fish. 

turbulent (tSr'bu-16nt) [TURBID], a. Dis¬ 
turbed, tumultuous; insubordinate, tur¬ 
bulence, n. 

tureen (t&-, tu-ren') [F. terrine, earthen¬ 
ware pot], n. A deep covered dish for 
soup. 

turf (tSrf) [A.-S.], n. Surface earth filled 
with the matted roots of grass, etc.; a 
sod; growing grass, v.t. To cover or 
line with turfs, turfy, o. 


turgid (tSr'jid) [L. turgSre, to swell], a. 
Bloated, morbidly distended; (fig.) pom¬ 
pous, bombastic, turges'cent, a. Swell¬ 
ing. turgescence, n. turgid'ity, n. 

Turk (terk), n. One of the Mohammedan 
race ruling in Turkey; (Jig.) a trouble¬ 
some person, esp. a boy. Turkish, o. 

turkey (tSr'ki) [from belief that it came 
from Turkey], n. A large gallinaceous 
bird, allied to the pheasant, orig. from 
America. 

turmeric (tSr'mArik) [F. terre-merUe ], n. 
An E. Indian plant of the ginger family; 
a dye-stuff, stimulant, and condiment 
made from this. 

turmoil (tSr'moil) [?], n. Commotion, 
tumult. 

turn (tern) [A.-S. tumian , L. tomus, lathe, 
Q-r. tomos ], v.t. To cause to move round, 
to give a rotary motion to; to cause to 
go, look, etc., in a different direction; to 
invert, reverse; to revolve in the mind; 
to change in form, condition, nature, etc.; 
to go round; to blunt (a knife-edge, 
etc.); to cause to ferment; to nauseate; 
to shape in a lathe or on a wheel; (fig.) 
to round (a sentence, etc.), v.i. To 
rotate, revolve, move round or about; to 
change front; ' to change in posture, 
attitude, or position; to be changed in 
nature, form, condition, etc.; to become 
sour: to become unsettled or infatuated; 
to Decome nauseated; to result, n. 
Act of turning, rotary motion; a revolu¬ 
tion ; state of being turned; a change of 
direction, a deflexion; a bend, a corner; 
a single coil of rope, etc.; a vicissitude; 
a short stroll; a spell (of doing some¬ 
thing), an occasion or time (for doing 
something) coming in succession; alter¬ 
nation, rotation; (fig.) mould, character, 
temper, turn-coat, n. One who deserts 
his party or principles, turncock, n. 
One who turns water on or off from a 
main, turner, n. One who turns 
articles in a lathe; a variety of tumbler- 
pigeon. turnery, n. turning, n. Act 
of one who or of that which turns; the 
point where a road meets another; such 
a road, turning-point, n. The de¬ 
cisive point, turnkey, n. One in charge 
of the keys of a prison, a warder, turn¬ 
out, n. A turning out for duty; a 
quitting of employment; a strike; a 
large party; a showy equipage; a quan¬ 
tity manufactured in a given time, turn¬ 
over, n. An upset; a tart made by turn¬ 
ing over half the crust; the amount of 
money turned over in a business in a 
given time, turnpike, n. A gate set 
across a road to stop carriages, etc., from 
passing till the toll is paid; a road on 
which toll-gates were established, turn¬ 
stile, n. A post with revolving arms at 
the entrance to an enclosure, building, etc., 
allowing persons to pass only after the 
toll is paid, turn-table, n. A rotating 
platform for shifting rolling-stock from 
one line of rails to another. 

turnip (t Sr'nip) [L. ndpus], n. A plant 
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with a fleshy globular root used as a 
vegetable and for feeding sheep, 
turpentine (t§r'pen-tln) [terebinth], n. 
An oily resin exuding from several coni¬ 
ferous trees; oil or spirit of turpentine, 
turpitude (tSr'pi-tfid) [L. turpi* , base], n. 
Baseness, aepravity. 

turquoise (tSr'koiz, -kwoiz) [O.P., Turk¬ 
ish], n. A bluish-green precious stone, 
turret (tur , 6t) [P. tourette, , dim. of tour, 
tower], n. A small tower on a building; 
a revolving, cylindrical, armoured tower 
on a warship or fort, turreted, a. 
turtle (1) (tfirtl) [A.-S., from L. turtur ], n. 
The common wild dove, the turtle-dove, 
turtle (2) (tertl) [as tortoise], n. A 
marine tortoise, with flippers used in 
swimming; a reptile used for soup; turtle- 
soup. 

Tuscan (tCis'k&n), a. Pertaining to Tus¬ 
cany, or to the simplest of the five classic 
orders of architecture, a Roman modi¬ 
fication of Doric, n. A native or the 
language of Tuscany; the Tuscan order, 
tusk (tusk) [A.-S. tusc ], n. A long pointed 
protruding tooth as in the elephant; a 
spike, as in a harrow, lock, etc. 
tussle (tfisl) [tousle], v.i. To struggle, to 
scuffle (with or for), n. A struggle, a 
scuffle. 

tussock (tfis'dk) [?], n. A tuft or hillock 
of growing grass; a lock of hair, etc. 
tut (tfit) [instinctive], int. An exclama¬ 
tion of impatience, rebuke, or contempt, 
tutelage (tu't6-!Aj) [L. tiitela, as foil.], n. 
Guardianship; state of being under a 
guardian; the period of this, tutelar, 
-lary, a. Having the care of a person 
or thing, protective. 

tutor (tu'tor) [L., from tutus , looked after], 
n. A private teacher; ( Univ .) an officer 
directing studies of undergraduates in 
college, v.t. To act as a tutor to; to 
teach, train, tutorage, n. tutorial, o. 
tutorship, n. 

twaddle (twodl) [as tattle], v.i. To talk 
unmeaningly, n. Unmeaning talk, silly 
chatter, nonsense, twaddler, n. 

♦twain (tw&n) [A.-S. twegen ], o. Two. 
». A pair, in twain : In two, asunder, 
twang (twSng) [tang (3)], v.t. To make 
a ringing sound as by plucking the string 
of an instrument; to speak with a nasal 
sound, n. Such a ringing metallic 
sound; a nasal tone. 

tweak (twek) [A.-S. twiccian], v.t. To 
pinch and twist or pull with a sudden 
Jerk, to twitch, n. A sharp pinch or 
pull, a twitch. 

tweed (twed) [TWILL, through Sc. lweel\, n. 
A twilled woollen fabric used for outer 
garments. 

tweezer (tw§'z6r) [F. ttui , a small case for 
instruments], n. (in pi.) Small pincers 
for plucking out hairs, etc. 
twelfth (twelfth) [A.-S. twelfta ], a. Next 
after the eleventh, n. One of twelve 
equal parts. 

twelve (twelv) [A.-S. twelf ], a. Consisting 
of the sum of two and ten. n. The 


sum of two and ten, 12, xii. twelve- 
month, n. A year. 

twenty (twen'ti) [A.-S. twentig (i twegen. 
twain, -ty)], a. Twice ten, 20, xx. n. 
The number of twice ten. twentieth, a. 
and n. 


>• vA LUJU. 


iwice (.cwis; [A.-s. twiges , gen. c 
adv. Two times; doubly, 
twiddle (twidl) [?], v. To twirl idly 
fiddle with. 


to 


twig (1) (twig) [A.-S.], n. A small shoot, 
a branchlet. twiggy, a. 
twig (2) [? Ir. tuigim , I understand], v.t. 
To comprehend; to notice, 
twilight (twl'llt) [A.-S. tun-, two, light 
( 1)], n. The diffused light a little before 
sunrise and after sunset; obscurity; 
(Jig.) indistinct perception or knowledge! 
a. Pertaining to the twilight; dim 

shady. ’ * 

twill (twil) [A.-S. twilic, two threaded], n. 
A fabric in which the weft- and warp- 
threads produce diagonal ribs or lines, 
twin (twin) [A.-S. getwinne , cogn. with 
two], o. Being one of two born at a 
birth; similar, or closely related; double, 
twofold, n. One of two produced at a 
birth; an exact counterpart, 
twine (twin) [A.-S. twin , twisted thread], 
v.t. To twist; to coil round, to embrace; 
to form by interweaving, v.i. To be 
interwoven; to entwine; to meander. 
n. A twist, a coil; act of twining or 
entwining; a tangle; strong string made 
of two or three strands, 
twinge (twinj) [A.-S. iwengan ], v.t. To 
affect with a sharp, sudden pain. n. A 
sharp, sudden, shooting pain; a pang, as 
of remorse or sorrow. 


twinkle (twinkl) [A.-S. twinclian \, v.t. To 
gleam fitfully, to sparkle; to appear and 
disappear in rapid alternation; to blink, 
n. A tremulous gleam, a sparkle; a 
wink; a rapid tremulous movement, 
twinkling, n. A twinkle; the time of 
this, an instant. 

twirl (twerl) [A.-S. thweran , to turn], v.t. 
To cause to rotate rapidly, to spin; to 
whirl (round); to twist, to curl (the 
moustache, etc.). 

twist (twist) [A.-S. twist, rope], v.t. To 
wind a thread, etc., round another; to 
make spiral by turning the ends in opposite 
directions, v.t. To be turned round and 
round upon itself; to move in a winding 
or irregular path; to writhe, n. Act or 
manner of twisting or state of being 
twisted; a quick or vigorous turn; a 
sharp bend; (Jig.) a peculiar tendency, a 
bent; strong silk thread or cotton yarn 
made from twisted strands; twisted 
tobacco. 


twit (twit) [A.-S. cetwltan (at, witan, to 
blame)], v.t. To reproach, taunt, upbraid, 
twitch (twich) [M.E. twicchen, as TWEAK], 
v.t. To pull with a sudden or sharp jerk, 
v.i. To move with a spasmodic jerk. n. 
A sudden pull; a sudden involuntary 
contraction of a muscle, 
twitter (twit'er) [freq. of twit, imit.], 
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v.i. To utter short, tremulous, inter¬ 
mitted notes; to chirp, n. Such a 
succession of sounds, a chirping; ( colloq.) 
a state of excitement, 
two (too) [A.-S. twegeri], a. One more than 
one, 2, ii. n. The sum of one and one. 
two-edged, a. Having an edge on both 
sides; cutting both ways, two-faced, a. 
Deceitful, insincere, twofold, a. Double. 
adv. Doubly, twopence (tfip'Sns), n. 
The sum of two pence. 

-ty [F. -t€], suf. Forming abstract nouns 
as bounty , cruelty, ; [A.-S. -tig, cogn. with 
TEN], as in fifty, twenty. 
tympanum (tim'p&-num) [L., from Or. 
tumpanon , drum], n. (pi. -na) The 
middle ear; the ear-drum; (Arch.) a 
triangular area, usu. recessed, in a pedi¬ 
ment. 

type (tip) [L. typus, Or. tupos, stamp, 
character], n. A distinguishing mark, a 
symbol, emblem; a representative speci¬ 
men of a class of things; (Art) a model 
or guide to later artists; a piece of metal 
or hard wood bearing a letter or character 
for printing with; (collect.) a set or 
quantity of these, v.t. To typewrite, 
type-founder, n. One who casts types, 
type-foundry, n. type-setter, n. A 
compositor, typewriter, n. A machine 
for producing printed characters as a 
substitute for handwriting; (incorr.) a 
typist, typewrite, v. To write with 
this, typewriting, n. typewritten, o. 
typhoid (ti'foid) [typh-us, -oid], a. 
Pertaining to or resembling typhus, n. 
An infectious fever characterized by red 
spots on the chest and abdomen, severe 
intestinal irritation, inflammation, diar¬ 
rhoea, etc., enteric. 

typhoon (ti-foon') [Arab, tafan , cogn. with 
foil.], n. A violent cyclonic hurricane 
occurring in the China Seas, typhon'ic, a. 
typhus (ti'fus) [Gr. tuphos , smoke, stupor], 
«. A contagious fever marked by an 
eruption of dark purple spots, great 
prostration, stupor and delirium, ty¬ 


phous, a. „ 

typic (tipTk) [as TYPE], a. Figurative, 
typical, typical, o. Of the nature of 
or serving as a type; emblematic or 
characteristic (of); embodying the charac¬ 
ters of a group, class, etc. typically, 
adv. typify (tip'i-fl), v.t. To represent 
by a type; to prefigure; to exemplify, 
typiflca'tion, n. typist (tl'pist), n. One 
who works on a typewriter, 
typography (ti-pog'ra-fi) [TYPE, -GRAPHY], 
n. The art of printing; the arrangement, 
character, or appearance of printed 
mattter. typographer, n. typograph¬ 
ic, o. typographically, adv. 
tyrannicide (ti-ran'i-sld) [TYRANT, -OIDE], 
n. The act of killing a tyrant; one who 
does this, tyrannici'dal, o. 
tyrannize (tir'a-niz), [TYRANT, -IZE], v.t. 
To act the tyrant; to rule oppressively 
(over), v.t. To rule (a person, etc.) 
despotically, tyrannous, o. tyranny, 
n. Arbitrary or despotic exercise of 


power; an oppressive act; the office or 
rule of a tyrant; the period of this ; 
harshness, severity. 

tyrant (tlr'ant) [L. tyrannus, Gr. turannos], 
n. An oppressive or cruel master; a 
despot, an autocrat, esp. when a usurper, 
tyran'nical, a. Acting like or charac¬ 
teristic of a tyrant; despotic, imperious. 
Tyrian (tir'i-an), a. Pertaining to ancient 
Tyre; purple, n. A native or in¬ 
habitant of Tyre. 

tyro (tir'd) [L. tiro, a newly enlisted 
soldier], n. A beginner, a novice. 
Tyrolese (tir-6-lez'), a. Pertaining to 
Tyrol, n. A native of Tyrol. 

U 

ubiquity (fi-bik'wi-ti) [L. ublque, every¬ 
where], ». The quality or state of being 
everywhere or in many places at the same 
time, omnipresence, ubiquitous, a. 
udder (Gd'6r) [A.-S. Oder], n. The milk- 
secreting organ of a cow, ewe, etc. 
ugly (ug'li) [Icel. uggr, fear, -LY], a. Un¬ 
pleasing to the sight; ungraceful, not 
comely; morally repulsive, suggesting evil; 
threatening, formidable, ugliness, n. 
Uhlan (oo'-, u'lan) [G. and Pol. ulan, 
Turk, ogldn, son], n. A German cavalry¬ 
man armed with a lance, 
ukase (G-kfts') [Bus. ukazu], n. An edict 
or decree of the Russian Government, 
ulcer (Gl'sOr) [L. ulcus - ceris, sore], n. An 
open sore accompanied by a secretion of 
pus or other discharge; (fig.) a source of 
corruption, ulcerate, v.t. To affect with 
an ulcer, v.i. To become ulcerous, 
uicera'tion, n. ulcerous, a. 

-ule [L. -ulus], dim. suf. As in globule , 
pustule. 

ulna (Gl'nA' [L., elbow], ». (pi. -nae) 
The largei and longer of the two bones of 
the fore-arm. 

ulster (Gl'stdr) [prov. of Ireland], «. A 
long, loose overcoat, usu. with a belt, 
ulterior (ul-ter'i-or) [L., comp, of ulter, 
whence], a. Lying beyond or on the other 
side of any boundary; more distant; not 
at present under consideration; not yet 
disclosed. 

ultimate (ul'ti-mat) [L. ultimus, superl., as 
prec.], a. Last, final; incapable of further 
analysis; fundamental, primary; most 
remote, ultimately, adv. ultima'tum, 
n. A final proposal, the rejection of 
which may involve war; anything final, 
essential, or fundamental, ultimo, adv. 
Last month. 

ultra (Gl'trA) [see foil.], a. Extreme, 
advocating extreme measures; uncom¬ 
promising. n. An extremist, 
ultra- [L., beyond; excessively; beyond 
the normal, reasonable, etc.], pref. 
ultra-conservative (fil'trA-k6n-s6r'vA- 
tiv), a. Extravagantly conservative, 
ultramarine (01-tra-mA-rSn') [ULTRA-, 
marine], a. Situated or being beyond 
the sea. n. A deep-blue pigment; the 
colour of this. 
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ultramontane (ul-trA-mon'tAn) [ultra-, 
MOUNTAIN], a. Being or lying beyond the 
mountains, esp. the Alps, esp. on the 
Italian side; hence, supporting the 
absolute power and infallibility of the 
pope. 

ultramundane (fil-trA-mfin'dAn) [ultra-, 
mundane], o. External to the world or 
the solar system; pertaining to another 
life. 

umbel (fim'bAl) [L. vmbella , parasol, dim. 
of umbra , shade], n. An inflorescence in 
which the flower-stalks spring and spread 
from one point, as in parsley, umbellate, 
umbelliferous [-FEROU8], a. 
umber (um'bAr) [F. ombre , in terre d’ombre , 
L. umbra, shadow], n. A dark-brown 
pigment, a. Of the colour of umber, 
dusky. 

umbilical (fim-biTi-k&l) [L. umbilicus, 
navel], a. Pertaining to or situated near 
the navel; central, umbilicus, n. The 
navel; a navel-shaped depression, as at 
the axial base of some univalve shells. 
umbiTiform, a. 

urnbles (umblz) [O.F. nombles , L. lumbus , 
loin], n.pl. The entrails of a deer, 
umbra (um'brA) [L., shadow], n. (pi. 
-brae) The part of the shadow of a 
planet or moon in which the light of the 
sun is entirely cut off. 
umbrage (um'braj) [F. ombrage , as prec.], 
n. A sense of injury, offence, um¬ 
brageous (-bra'jfis), a. Shady, shaded, 
umbrella (um-brel'A) [It. ombrella, dim. 
of ombra , as UMBRA], n. A light, circular 
folding screen on a stick, for protection 
of the person against rain or sun. 
umpire (um'pir) [M.E. nompere (NON-, 
peer (1)), peerless], n. A person chosen 
to enforce rules and settle disputes, a 
referee; (Law) a third person called in to 
settle a disagreement between arbitrators. 
v. To act as umpire. 

un- [A.-S.], pref. (1) Giving a negative 
sense to adjectives, adverbs, and nouns; 
(2) used with verbs to denote reversal or 
annulment of the action of the simple 
verb (sometimes ambiguous, thus unrolled 
may mean * not rolled,’ or * opened out 
after having been rolled up % ). Since 
there is no limit to the use of this prefix 
the meaning of words not given in the 
following selection can be ascertained by 
reference to the simple verb, adjective, etc. 
unaccount'able, a. Not accountable or 
responsible; inexplicable, 
unanimous (u-nin'i-mus) [L. Unanimus 
(unus , one, animus, mind)], a. Being all 
of one mind; formed, held or expressed 
with one accord, unanimity , n. unan' - 
imousiy, adv. 

unap'petizing, a. Unpleasant to the 
palate; not enticing (of food), un¬ 
assuming, a. Not arrogant or pre¬ 
suming; modest. unawares, adv. 
Without warning; by surprise,unexpected¬ 
ly; undesignedly. unbal ance, v.t. To 
throw off one’s balance, unbalanced, a. 
Not balanced; not brought to an equality 


of debit and credit; unsteady, erratic, 
unbearable, a. Not to be borne, in¬ 
tolerable. unbelief', n. The withhold¬ 
ing of belief; incredulity; scepticism; 
disbelief (in, esp. divine revelation), 
unbeliever, ». unbelieving, a. un¬ 
bend', v.t. To straighten; to relax from 
exertion, constraint, etc.; untie. un¬ 
blushing, o. Shameless, barefaced, im¬ 
pudent. unbosom (-buz'tim), v.t. To 
disclose (one’s feelings, etc.), v.i. To 
disclose one’s secret feelings, opinions, or 
intentions; to open one’s heart, unbowed 
(-boud'), a. Not bowed; (fig.) unconquered, 
uncalled for: Not necessary; not asked 
for, gratuitous, impertinent, uncan'ny, 
a. Weird, mysterious; incautious, un¬ 
ceasing (-se'sing), a. Not ceasing, 
incessant, continual. uncer'tain, a. 
Not sure; doubtful; not certainly or 
precisely known; not to be relied on; 
fickle, capricious. unchris'tian, a. 
Heathen; not according to or befitting 
the spirit of Christianity. 

uncial (CLa'shAl) [L. uncia, inch, ounce], a. 
Denoting a kind of writing resembling 
modern capitals used in MSS. of the 4th- 
8th cents, n. An uncial letter or MS. 

uncircumcised (iin-ser'kum-sizd) [UN-, 
circumcise], a. Not circumcised; not 
Jewish; (fig.) heathen, profane. 

uncle (unkl) [A.-F., L. avunculus ], n. 
The brother of one’s father or mother; the 
husband of one’s aunt; (slang) a pawn¬ 
broker. 

unclean (&n-klen') [UN-, clean], a. Foul, 
dirty; unchaste; not ceremonially clean, 
uncleanly (-klen'li), a. uncom'mon, a . 
Not common, unusual, remarkable, extra¬ 
ordinary. uncon'scious, a. Not con¬ 
scious. ignorant, unaware (of); tem¬ 
porarily .deprived of consciousness; not 
perceived by the mind, unconsidered 
(-kdn-sid'Ard), a. Not taken into con¬ 
sideration. uncork', v.t. To take the 
cork out of; (fig.) to give vent to (one’s 
feelings, etc.). 

uncouth (un-kooth') [A.-S. uncuth (cuth, 
p.p. of cunnan, to know)], a. Awkward, 
clumsy; outlandish, odd, ungainly, un¬ 
couthness, n. uncover (-kuv'6r), v.t. 
To remove a covering from; to make 
known, to disclose, v.i. To take off the 
hat in salutation, uncreated (-kre- 
A'tAdX a. Not yet created; existing 
independently of creation, uncrossed 
(-krost'), a. Not crossed (as a cheque); 
not opposed. 

unction (unk'shfin) [L. unctio, from ungere, 
to anoint], n. Act of anointing with oil 
in consecration or for medical purposes; 
that which is used in anointing, an un¬ 
guent or ointment; (fig-) anything 
soothing or ingratiating; a quality in 
speech conveying deep fervour; effusive 
emotion, gush; relish; ( Theol .) grace, 
unctuous, a. Greasy, soapy to the 
touch; full of unction; (fig.) hypocritic¬ 
ally or affectedly fervid, unctuously, 
adv. 
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uncut', a. Not cut; having the margins 
untrimmed (of a book), undam (-dam'), 
v.t. To remove a dam or obstruction, 
undamaged (-dSm'ajd), a. 

under (un'd6r) [A.-S.], prep. Below; at 
the foot of; beneath the surface of; (fig.) 
beneath the disguise of; inferior to; 
subject or subservient to; governed or 
directed by; on condition or pain of; by 
virtue of; in the time of; attested by; 
sown with. adv. In a lower or subordin¬ 
ate plaoe, condition, or degree, a. Lower, 
inferior, subordinate. 

under- [prec.], pref. Under, below (the 
substantive to which it is prefixed); be¬ 
neath, lower than, subordinate; insuffi¬ 
ciently, incompletely, immaturely. Only 
a selection of compounds with this prefix 
is given; others can be explained by refer¬ 
ence to the simple adjective, noun, or verb, 
underbid', v.t. To bid less than (as 
at an auction), underbred', a. Not 
thoroughbred; ill-bred, un'derclothes, 
n.pl. Clothes worn under others, esp. 
next to the skin, un'derclothing, n. 
un'dercurrent, n. A current running 
below the surface; (fig.) a secret or un- 
apparent tendency or influence, under¬ 
cut', v.t. To cut under (coal, etc.) so as to 
remove it easily; to cut away the material 
beneath (a carved design), n. (fin'-) A 
blow upward; the under side of a sirloin, 
the tenderloin, underdone, (-dfin'), a. 
Insufficiently cooked, underfoot', adv. 
Under the feet; beneath, v.t. To under¬ 
pin. undergo', v.t. (past -went, p.p. 
-gone) To experience, to pass through, 
to suffer; to bear up against, under- 
grad'uate, n. A member of a University 
who has not yet taken a degree, under¬ 
ground, a. Situated below the surface of 
ftie earth, n. An underground railway. 
adv. (-ground') Below the surface of the 
earth, un'dergrowth, n. Small trees or 
shrubs growing under large ones, under¬ 
hand', adv. Secretly, not openly; slyly, 
by fraud; with the hand underneath (of 
bowling), a. (fin'd6r-hfind) Clandestine; 
sly, unfair. underlay, past [UNDER¬ 
LIE]. underlie' [LIE (2),]r.f. (past -lay, 
p.p. -lain) To lie under or beneath; to 
be the basis or foundation of. underline', 
v.t. To mark with a line underneath, esp. 
for emphasis. 

underling (un'der-ling) [UNDER, -LING (1)], 
n. An inferior agent or assistant, under¬ 
mentioned, a. Mentioned below or later, 
undermine', v.t. To dig an excavation 
under; to render unstable by digging away 
the foundation of; (fig.) to injure by 
underhand means; to wear away (one’s 
strength, etc.) by imperceptible degrees, 
un'dermost, a. Lowest in place, position, 
rank, etc. underneath', adv. and prep. 
Beneath, below, underpay', v.t. (past 
and p.p. -paid) To pay inadequately, 
underpin', v.t. To support (a wall, etc.) 
by propping up with timber, masonry, etc. 
underproof', a. Containing less alcohol 
than proof spirit, undersell' , v.t. To sell 


cheaper than. the un'dersigned ; The 
person or persons signing a document, 
etc. 

understand (fin-d6r-stand') [A.-S. under - 
standan (under-, STAND)], v.t. (past and 
p.p. -stood) To know or perceive the 
meaning of; to comprehend fully; to 
take as meant or implied, to assume; 
to supply (a word, explanation, etc.) 
mentally, v.i. To have or exercise the 
power of comprehension; to be told, to 
hear, understanding, a. Intelligent; 
sensible, n. . Act of one who understands; 
comprehension; the power or faculty of 
apprehension or of drawing inferences; 
discernment; accord; an informal agree¬ 
ment. 

understrapper, n. An inferior or subor¬ 
dinate agent, un'derstudy, v.t. To 
study (a part) in order to play it if the 
usual actor is unable; to study the acting 
of (an actor) thus. n. One who studies a 
part or actor thus. 

undertake (fin-der-tak') [M.E. undertaken 
(UNDER-, TAKE)], V.t. (past -took, p.p. 
-taken) To take upon oneself, to enter 
upon (a task, enterprise, etc.); to engage 
oneself; to guarantee, to answer for it 
(that), v.i. To promise, to be guarantee 
(for), un'dertaker, n. One who under¬ 
takes ; a tradesman who manages funerals, 
underta king, n. Act of one who under¬ 
takes any business; that which is under¬ 
taken, a task, enterprise, agreement, 
stipulation. 

undertone (fin'der-ton) [under-, tone], n. 
A low or subdued tone, esp. in speaking; a 
subdued colour, un'derwear, n. Clothes 
worn underneath others, underclothing, 
underwood, n. Undergrowth, un'der- 
world, n. The infernal regions; (colloq.) 
the lowest classes of society, under¬ 
write, v.t. To execute and deliver (a 
policy of marine insurance); to engage to 
buy all the stock in (a new company, etc.) 
not subscribed for; to subscribe, v.i. 
To act as an underwriter, to practise 
marine insurance, underwriter, n. 
underwriting, n. 

undig'nified, a. Not dignified; not con¬ 
sistent with one’s dignity, 
undiplomatic (fin-dip-ld-m&t'ik) [UN-, 
diplomatic], a. Not diplomatic, undis¬ 
tinguished, a. Possessing no distinguish¬ 
ing mark or characteristic; not famous, 
undone (-dfin'), a. Not done; unfast¬ 
ened ; ruined, destroyed, 
undoubted (fin-dou't6d) [UN-, DOUBT], a. 
Not called in question; unsuspected, 
undoubtedly, adv. Without doubt, un¬ 
dress', v.t. To divest of clothes, to strip; 
to take the bandages, etc., from (a wound, 
etc.). v.i. To undress oneself. n. 
Ordinary dress, opp. to full dress or 
uniform; negligent attire, a. Pertain¬ 
ing to everyday dress; ,(fig.) common¬ 
place. 

undulate (fin'dfi-lat) [L. unda , wave], a. 
Wavy, bending in and out or up and down. 
v.i. (-lat) To have a wavy motion; to rise 
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and fall (of water), undula'tion, n. Act 

of undulating; a wavy or sinuous form or 
motion, a gentle rise and fall, undula'- 
tory, a. 

unearth (Gn-8rth / ) v.t. To dig up or bring out 
of the earth; (Jig.) to bring to light, to find 
out. unearthly, a. Not of this world, 
supernatural; weird, ghostly, unequiv'o- 
cal, a. Not equivocal, not ambiguous; 
plain, manifest, une'ven, a. Not level 
or smooth; not uniform, regular, or 
equable; not divisible by 2 without a 
remainder, odd. unexpired (-eksplrd'), 
o. Not having come to an end or termina¬ 
tion. unfettered, o. Freed from re¬ 
straint; without control, unfit', a. Not 
fit (to do, to be, for, etc.); improper, 
unsuitable, v.t. To make unfit or un¬ 
suitable; to disqualify, unfrock', v.t. 
To deprive of the character and privileges 
of a priest, unfun'ded, a. Not funded, 
floating (of a debt, etc.), 
ungainly (fin-gftn'li) [M.E. vngeniliche 
(Icel. gegn , serviceable, see GAIN (2), 
LY)], a. Clumsy, awkward, unglazed 
(-glSzd'), a. Deprived of glazing; not 
furnished with glass (of window-frames, 
pictures, etc.), ungroun'ded, a. Un¬ 
founded, baseless. 

ungual (fing'gwAl) [L. unguis , nail, claw], 
o. Pertaining to, or having a nail, claw, 
or hoof. 

unguarded (iin-gar'd6d) [UN-, GUARD], a. 
Not guarded; careless; incautiously said 
or done. 

unguent (ung'gw^nt) [L. unguens -ntis, 
anointing], n. Any soft composition used 
as an ointment or for lubrication, un- 
guen'tary, a. 

unhallowed (un-h51'Sd) [UN-, hallow], a. 
Profaned, desecrated; not consecrated 
unhand', v.t. To take the hand or hands 
off; to let go from one’s grasp, unhan'dy, 
a. Not handy; clumsy, awkward, un¬ 
hoped (-hopt'), a. Not hoped for; un¬ 
expected, beyond hope, 
uni- [L. anus, one], comb. form, uniarticu- 
late (u-ni-ar-tik'u-14t) [ARTICULATE], a. 
Single-jointed. 

unicorn (u'ni-kCrn) [L. anicomis (UNI-, 
cornu, horn)], n. A fabulous animal like a 
horse, with a long, straight, tapering horn, 
uniform (fi'ni-form) [uni-, -form], a. 
Having always one and the same form, 
appearance, character, etc., always the 
same, homogeneous; conforming to one 
rule or standard, n. A dress of the same 
kind and appearance as that worn by other 
members of the same body, unifor'mity, 
n. Quality or state of being uniform; 
consistency, sameness, uniformly, adv. 
unify (u'ni-fi) [uni-, -fy], v.t. To make a 
unit of; to regard as one; to reduce to 
uniformity, uniflca'tion, n. 
unilluminated (un-i-lu'mi-na-t6d) [un-, 
ILLUMINATE], a. Not illuminated; dark; 
ignorant, unimaginable (-m5j'i-nabl)’ 
a. That cannot be imagined; inconceiv¬ 
able. unimaginative, a. Lacking in 
imagination, unintelligent, a. Not 


showing intelligence; dull, stupid, un¬ 
intelligible, a. Not understandable; 
meaningless, unintentional, a. Done 
without intent or design, 
union (Q'nydn) [L. unio -nis, from Gnus t 
one], n. Act of uniting; state of being 
united; junction, coalition; agreement, 
concord; a combination forming a whole, 
a confederation, a league; two or more 
parishes consolidated for administration of 
the Poor Laws; a workhouse established 
by this; (Ot. Brit.) a device emblematic of 
union borne in the upper corner next the 
staff of a flag; this used as a flag, called a 
union jack or union flag, unionism, n. 
The principle of combining, esp. the system 
of combination among workmen engaged 
in the same occupation or trade, and (Polit.) 
the principles of the Unionist party, 
unionist, n. A member of a trade- 
union; a promoter of trade-unionism; 
a member of a political party formed to 
oppose Irish Home Buie, 
unique (u-nek') [F., from L. Gnicus, as 
UN1-], a. Having 'no like or equal; un¬ 
matched, unparalleled, uniquely, adv. 
uniqueness, n. 

unison (fi'ni-zdn) [UNI-, L. sonus, sound], 
n. Coincidence of sounds, unity of pitch; 
an interval of one or more octaves; act 
or state of sounding together at the same 
pitch; concord, agreement, harmony, a. 
Sounding together; coinciding in pitch, 
unisonal, -nant, a. 

unit (u'nit) [UNITY], n. A single person, 
thing, or group, regarded as one and 
individual; a quantity adopted as a 
standard, the number one. Unitarian 
(-t&r'i-An), n. A member of a Christian 
body that rejects the doctrine of the 
Trinity, a. Pertaining to the Unitarians. 
Unitarianism, n. u'nitary, a. Per¬ 
taining to a unit; of the nature of a unit, 
whole, integral. 

unite (u-nit') [L. Gnitus, united, as UNI-] 
v.t. To join together so as to make one; 
to combine, to amalgamate, v.i. To be¬ 
come one; to become consolidated, to 
combine, to agree, to co-operate, unitedly. 
adv. * 9 

unity (u'ni-ti) [A. F. unity L. Gnitas, as 
UNI-], n. State of being one or individual, 
oneness; state of being united, union’ 
structural coherence; concord, agreement^ 
harmony; a thing forming a coherent 
whole; the number one. 
universal (u-ni-vgr'sAl) [as foil.], a. Per¬ 
taining to the whole world or all persons 
or things in the world or in the class under 
consideration; unlimited, general, n. A 
universal proposition or concept; a general 
idea, universally, adv. 
universe (u'ni-vgrs) [L. Gniversus, com¬ 
bined into a whole (UNI-, versus, turned)], 
n. All created things viewed as constitut¬ 
ing one system or whole, the cosmos; all 
mankind. 

university (u-ni-v6r'si-ti) [A.-F. university 
a school for universal knowledge], n. An 
institution for instruction and examination 
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In the higher branches of knowledge with 
the power to confer degrees; the members 
of this collectively. 

unkempt (fin-kempt”) [M.E. kempt, p.p. of 
kemben , A.-S. cemban, to comb], a. Un¬ 
combed; rough, unpolished, unkind”, a. 
Not kind; harsh, hard, cruel, unknown 
(-non'), a. Not known; untold, incal¬ 
culable, inexpressible; (Math.) unascertain¬ 
ed (of quantities, etc.), unlatch (-lach”), 
v.t. To unfasten the latch of (a door, etc.). 

unless (fin-les”) [ON, LESS], conj. If it be 
not the case that; except when. 

unlettered (fin-let'6rd) [UN-, letter], a. 
Illiterate, unlike', a. Not like; dis¬ 
similar; *improbable. unlikely, a. Im¬ 
probable ; unpromising. adv. Improb¬ 
ably. unlimited, a. Not limited; in¬ 
definite, unmeasured, unnumbered; un¬ 
restrained. unload', v.t. To discharge 
the load from; to discharge (a load); 
to withdraw the charge from (a gun); 
(- Stock Exch.) to sell heavily, v.t. To 
discharge a load or freight; ( Stock Exch.) 
to sell stock, etc., freely, unlock', v.t. 
To unfasten the lock of; (Jig.) to disclose, 
unlooked-for (-lukt'for), a. Unexpected, 
unluck'y, a. Not lucky or fortunate; 
unsuccessful; disastrous;'ill-omened, un¬ 
mask”, v.t. To remove the mask from; 
to expose, v.i. To reveal oneself, un¬ 
meaning, a. Having no meaning; 
senseless, unmen'tionable, a. Not fit 
to be mentioned; n.pl. (facet.) Trousers, 
unmind'ful, a. Not mindful, heedless 
(of), unmitigated, a. Not mitigated; 
unqualified, unconscionable, unmoor”, 
v.t. To loose the moorings of. v.i. To 
weigh anchor, unmoun'ted, a. Not 
on horseback; not mounted (of a 
drawing, gem, etc.), unnat'ural, a. 
Contrary to nature; monstrous, in¬ 
human ; artificial, strained, affected, 
unnecessary (-nes'6-sdr-i), a. Not neces¬ 
sary; needless, superfluous, unnerve', 
v.t. To deprive of nerve, strength, or 
resolution, unno'ted, a. Not heeded, 
unnum'bered, a. Not marked with 
numbers; countless, unparalleled, a. 
Not paralleled; unequalled, unprece¬ 
dented. unpick”, v.t. To loosen, take 
out, or open, by picking; to remove the 
stitches from, unpleasant (-plez'&nt), 
a. Not pleasant; disagreeable, unpolled, 
(-pold”), a. Not polled, not having 
registered one’s vote, unpo'sted, a. 
Not posted (of a letter, eto.); not posted 
up; without Information, unprece¬ 
dented (-pres'6-den-ted), a. Being with¬ 
out precedent, unparalleled, unprofes¬ 
sional (-pr6-fesh'6-nal), a. Not pertaining 
to one’s profession; contrary to the rules 
or etiquette of a profession; not belonging 
to a profession, unprogres'sive, a. 
Not progressive, conservative, unques'- 
tionable, a. Not to be questioned or 
doubted. Indisputable, unquestioned, 
a. Not called in question, not doubted; 
having no questions asked, not inter¬ 
rogated. unquestioning, a. Not doubt¬ 


ing; implicit. unrav'el,t?.«. To separate 
the threads of; to disentangle; (Jig.) to 
solve, to clear up (the plot of a play, etc.). 
v.i. To be disentangled; to be opened 
up or revealed, unready (-red'i), o. 
Not ready; not prompt to act, etc. un- 
remit'ting, a. Not relaxing; incessant, 
continued. unrest”, n. Restlessness, 
agitation, disquiet, uneasiness, unhappi¬ 
ness. unrighteous (-ri'chfis), a. Not 
righteous, not just; contrary to justice 
or equity; evil, wicked, sinful, un¬ 
ruffled (-rufld”), a. Calm, tranquil, not 
agitated or perturbed, unru'ly, a. Not 
submitting to restraint; lawless, turbu¬ 
lent, ungovernable, unruliness, n. un¬ 
sanitary, o. Unhealthy, unsa'voury, 
a. Unattractive, repellent, disgusting, 
unscalable (-ska”14bl), o. That cannot 
be climbed, unscathed (-ska^d), a. Not 
harmed, uninjured, unscrew”, v.t. To 
withdraw or loosen (a screw); to unfasten 
thus, unscrupulous, a. Having no 
scruples of conscience; unprincipled, 
unseal”, v.t. To break or remove the 
seal of; to open, unseat”, v.t. To 
remove from one’s seat; to throw from 
one’s seat on horseback; to deprive of a 
seat in the House of Commons, unseeing, 
a. Blind; unobservant, unsuspecting, 
unseen”, a. Not seen; invisible; not 
seen previously (as a piece to be trans¬ 
lated). unsel'flsh, a. Regarding or 
prompted by the interests of others rather 
than one’s own. unsettle (-setl”), v.t. 
To change from a settled state or position; 
to make uncertain; to derange, to dis¬ 
turb. unsettled, a. unshapely (-shSp'- 
li), a. Misshapen, unsheathe (-sh eth'), 
v.t. To draw from its sheath, unsightly 
(-sitli), a. Unpleasing to the sight, ugly, 
unskilled (-skild”), a. Not possessing 
skill or special knowledge; produce*! 
without or not requiring special skill or 
training, unslum'bering, a. Sleepless, 
vigilant, unsophis'ticated, o. Simple, 
artless, free from artificiality, inexperi¬ 
enced ; not corrupted or adulterated, pure, 
genuine, unsound”, o. Not sound; 
weak, decayed; unreliable; diseased; 
ill-founded, not valid, fallacious, un- 
sports'manlike, o. Unbecoming a 
sportsman, unstable (-stabl”), o. In¬ 
constant, irresolute; wavering. un¬ 
steady (-sted'i), a. Not steady, not 
firm; changeable; unstable, precarious; 
irregular in habits, unstop”, v.t. To free 
from obstruction; to remove the stopper 
from, to open, unstring”, v.t. (past and 
p.p. -strung) To take away or to loosen 
the string or strings of; to relax the ten¬ 
sion of (nervee, etc.); to remove (pearls, 
etc.) from a string, unsubstantial 
(-stfin'sh&l). a. Not substantial; not 
very solid; unreal, unsuited (-sfl't&i), 
a. Not suited, not fit or adapted (for or 
to), unsworn”, a. Not sworn; not 
bound by an oath, untangle (-tangl”), 
v.t. To disentangle, untaught (-tawt”)* 
o. Not instructed, illiterate: ignorant* 
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unten'antable, a. Not in suitable con¬ 
dition for a tenant, untenanted, a. 
unten'der, a. Not tender, unkind, 
unten'dered, a. Not offered. un¬ 
thinkable, a. Incapable of being 
thought or conceived; ( colloq.) highly 
improbable, unthinking, a. Heedless, 
careless; done without thought or care, 
untie (-tl'), v.t. To undo (a knot); to 
unfasten, untied, a. 

until (fin-til') [M.E. var. of tfNTO], prep. 
Till. 

unto (ftn'tu) [O.Fris. und t to, TO], prep. 
To. 

untold (tin-tfild') [UN-, told], a. Not told 
or communicated; not counted, in¬ 
numerable. ’untoward (-tti'&rd), o. Un¬ 
lucky, awkward; froward, perverse, 
refractory, untroubled (trfibld'), a. 
Not disturbed by care, sorrow, business, 
etc.; calm, unruffled, untrue', 0. Not 
In accordance with facts, false; disloyal, 
inconstant; not conforming to the correct 
standard, untruth', n. Contrariety to 
truth; a lie; want of veracity; faithless¬ 
ness. unu'sual, 0.. Not usual; un¬ 
common, strange, remarkable, unut'- 
terable, a. Unspeakable, inexpressible, 
indescribable, unvalued (-vfil'ud), a. 
Not esteemed; not appraised, unvar¬ 
nished (-var'nisht), 0. Plain, simple, 
unveil (-val'), v.t. To remove a veil or 
covering from, esp. with public ceremony; 
(fig.) to reveal, to disclose, v.i. To take 
one’s veil off; to be revealed, unvera'- 
cious, 0. Untruthful. unversed 
(-vSrst'), 0. Not versed or skilled (in), 
unwarrantable (-wor'An-t&bl), 0. Not 
defensible or justifiable, inexcusable; 
Improper, illegitimate, unwell', 0. Not 
well; sick, indisposed, unwieldy (-wgl'- 
di), 0. That cannot be easily wielded; 
bulky, ponderous, clumsy, unwil'llng, 
0. Not willing; averse, reluctant, un- 
desirous (of, to, for, etc.); involuntary, 
unwise (-wlz'h 0. Not wise, without 
judgment; foolish, unwished (-wisht'), 
a. Not desired; not sought (for), un- 
wit'ting [WIT ( 1 )], 0. Unconscious, 

unintentional, inadvertent, unwittingly, 
adv. unwonted (-won'tfed), a. Not 
accustomed, unworthy (-wfir'fAi), 0. 
Not worthy, not deserving (of); not 
becoming, not seemly, discreditable, 
unwritten (-rit'6n), 0. Not written; 

traditional, unyoke (-yok'), v.t. To 
loose from or as from a yoke. 

up (fip) [A.-8. fip], adv. To a higher place, 
degree, amount, pitch, etc.; to a capital, 
university, or a place farther north; to 
or in an erect position, out of bed, in the 
saddle; under arms; in a state of pro¬ 
ficiency; above the horizon; so as to be 
level with; completely, entirely, effec¬ 
tually. prep. In an ascending direction, 
towards the higher part of or the interior 
of. 0 . Moving, sloping, or directed, 
towards a higher or more central part; 
towards the capital, n. That which is 
up. 


up- [as prec.], pref. 

upas (u'p&s) [Malay, poison], n. The 
upas-tree; its poisonous sap; (Jig.) 
corrupting or pernicious influence, upas- 
tree, n. A Javanese tree the juice of 
which contains a virulent poison, 
upbraid (up-brad') [A.-S. upbregdan , to lay 
hold of, to upbraid], v.t. To charge; to 
reproach (with); to reprove severely. 
v.i. To chide. 

upbringing (up'bring-ing) [UP-, BRING¬ 
ING], n. Bringing up, education, up¬ 
heave (-hev'), v.t. To lift up from 
beneath, v.i. To heave up. upheaval, 
n. uphill (fipTiil), a. Leading or going 
up a hill; (fig.) difficult, arduous, adv. 
(up-hil') In an ascending direction, 
upwards. 

uphold (tip-hold') [UP-, HOLD ( 1 )], v.t. 
(past and p.p. upheld) To hold up, keep 
erect; to support, sustain, maintain; to 
defend; to approve, countenance, up¬ 
holder, n. 

upholster (Qp-hSl'st6r) [from upholsterer, 
formerly upholdster (UP-, holder, -ster)], 
v.t. To furnish with curtains, carpets 
etc.; to furnish (chairs) with cushion 
coverings, etc. upholsterer, n. up¬ 
holstery, n. 

upkeep (fip'kSp) [UP-, KEEP], n. Main¬ 
tenance. upland (Gp'lAnd), n. The 
higher part of a district. 0 . Pertaining 
to the uplands, uplift', v.t. To lift up, 
to raise. n. (up'lift) An exaltation; 
an upheaval. 

upon (fi-pon') [UP, ON], prep, and adv. On. 
upper (fip'6r^ [comp, of UP], 0. Higher 
in place, rank, dignity, etc. n. The part 
of a boot or shoe above the sole, upper 
hand : Superiority, mastery, upper¬ 

most, 0. Highest in place, etc.; pre¬ 
dominant. 

uppish (tip'ish) [UP, -ISH], 0. Self- 
assertive. 

upraise (fip-rSz') [UP-, RAISE], v.t. To 
raise up; to lift, uprear (-rgr'), v.t. To 
rear up. 

upright (tip'rit, predicatively , -rit'), a. 
Erect, perpendicular; righteous, honest. 
adv. Erect, vertically. n. An ypright 
part of a structure; an upright piano, 
etc. uprightly, adv. 
uprising (up-riz'ing) [UP-, RISING], n. 
Act of rising, esp. from bed; an insur¬ 
rection, a riot, ’uprist, past. 
uproar (fip'ror) [Dut. oproer (UP-, roeren , 
to stir)], n. A noisy tumult; bustle and 
clamour, uproarious, 0 . 
uproot (tip-root') [up-, ROOT], v.t. To 
tear up by the roots; to unsettle com¬ 
pletely. 

upset (fip-set') [up-, set ( 1 )], v.t. To 
overturn; to put out of one’s normal 
state, to put out of sorts, v.i. To be 
overturned, n. (fip'set) The act of 
upsetting; the state of being upset, 
upset price : The reserve price at auction 
upshot (up'shot) [UP-, shot], n. The 
final issue, result, or conclusion (of a 
matter). 
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upside-down (up'sld-doun') [M.E. up so 
down , up as it were down], adv. and a. 
With the upper part under; (Jig.) in 
complete disorder. 

upstairs, adv. In or to an upper story, 
up'start, n. One who rises suddenly 
from a humble position to wealth or 
power, upstroke (fip'strSk), n. An up¬ 
ward line in writing. 

upward (up'ward) [UP-, -WARD], a. 
Directed or moving towards a higher 
lace. upwards, adv. Towards a 
igher place, in an upward direction, 
uranium (u-ra'ni-um) [in compliment to 
Herschel, see URANUS], n. A rare, heavy, 
white, metallic element found in pitch¬ 
blende, etc. 

Uranus (ur'a-nfis) [Gr. ouranos. heaven], 
n. (Gr. Myth.) The most ancient of the 
Greek gods; a planet between Saturn and 
Neptune, discovered by Sir Wm. Herschel 
(1781). 

urban (Sr'b&n) [L. urbs, city], a. Per¬ 
taining to, or situated or living in, a city 
or town. 

urbane (dr-ban') [as prec.], a. Courteous, 
polite, suave, urbanity (-ban'i-ti), n. 
urchin (gr'chin) [M.E. urchon , O.F. 
herichun , L. ericius , from #r, hedgehog], n. 
A roguish, mischievous boy; a sea urchin, 
urethra (Q-rS'thrA) [Gr. ourithra], n. The 
duct by which urine is discharged from the 
bladder, urethral, a. 
urge (Srj) [L. urgere ], v.t. To drive, 
impel, force onwards; to importune; to 
insist on. urgency, n. Quality or state 
of being urgent ; pressure of necessity, 
urgent, a. 

urine (ur'in) [L. firina, cogn. with Gr. 
(see urethra)], n. A pale-yellow fluid 
secreted from the blood by the kidneys, 
stored in the bladder, and discharged 
through the urethra, uric, a. 
urn (5rn) [L. uma], n. A vase with a foot 
and a swelling body; (fig.) something in 
which the remains of the dead are pre¬ 
served 4 

ursine (gr'sln) [L. ursus , bear], o. Per¬ 
taining to or resembling a bear, 
use (us) [L. Hsus], n. Act of using; state 
of being used; employment in a purpose; 
occasion or liberty to use; quality of 
serving a purpose; utility, custom, wont, 
usage; ritual peculiar to a church, diocese, 
or country; (Law) enjoyment of lands 
and tenements held in trust, v.t. To 
employ, to apply to a purpose; to turn 
to account; to treat in a specified way; 
to wear out; to make a practice of; 
(usu. in p.p.) to accustom, habituate. 
v.i. (usu. in past) To be accustomed, to 
be wont, to make it one’s constant prac¬ 
tice (to), usage (u'zaj), n. Manner of 
using, treatment; customary practice, 
useful (fis'ffil), a. Of use, serving a 
purpose; beneficial, advantageous, use¬ 
fulness, n. useless, a. Not of use; 
unavailing, ineffectual, uselessness, n. 
user (n'zer), n. One who uses; (Law) 
continued use or enjoyment of a thing. 


usher (ush'er) [A.-F. usser, L. ostiarius 
(< ostium , door)], n. A doorkeeper (esp. 
in a court or public hall); one who intro¬ 
duces strangers or walks before a person 
of rank; an assistant in a school, v.t. 
To introduce, to bring or show (in), 
usual (u'zhu-al) [as USE], a. Customary, 
habitual, common, ordinary, usually, 
adv. 

usufruct (u'zu-frukt) [L. Hsusfructus (USE, 
fructus % fruit)], n. Right to the use of 
another’s property without waste or 
destruction of it. 

usurer (u'zhur-6r) [O.F. usurier , from L. 

< isUra, use, interest, as USE], n. One who 
lends money at exorbitant interest, 
usurious, a. Exacting exorbitant in¬ 
terest; pertaining to or of the nature of 
usury, usury (u'zhfi-ri), n. 
usurp (u-zerp') [L. Usurpdre, to employ, 
acquire], v.t. To seize or take possession 
of without right. usurpa'tion, n. 
usurp'er, n. 

ut (ut) [L., see gamut], n. The first or 
key note in Guido’s musical scale (see 
GAMUT). 

utensil (u-ten'sil) [L. fUensilis , fit for use], 
n. An implement, an instrument, esp. 
one used in domestic work, 
uterine (u'ter-in) [L. uterus , womb], a. 
Pertaining to the womb; born of the 
same mother but not the same father, 
uterus, n. The womb, 
utilitarian (u-til-i-tar'i-an) [UTILITY, 
-ARIAN], a. Pertaining to utility or to 
utilitarianism, n. An advocate of utili¬ 
tarianism. utilitarianism, n. The 
ethical doctrine that actions are right in 
proportion to their usefulness or as they 
tend to promote happiness, the doctrine 
of * the greatest happiness of the greatest 
number.’ 

utility (u-till-ti) [L. Utilitas , as USE], n. 
Usefulness, serviceableness; that which is 
useful, utilization, n. utilize, v.t. To 
make use of, to turn to account, 
utmost (ut'mSst) [A.-S. Merriest , superl. 
of ut % out], a. Being at the farthest point 
or extremity; extreme, greatest, ultimate. 
n. The utmost extent or degree. 

Utopia (u-to'pi-A) [Gr. ou, not, topos, place, 
nowhere, title of Mere’s book (1516) de¬ 
scribing a perfect social and political sys¬ 
tem], n. A state of ideal perfection. 
Utopian, a. Ideal; highly desirable but 
impracticable, n. An ardent but vision¬ 
ary reformer. 

utter (1) (ut'6r) [A.-S. uttera % comp, of flf, 
out], v.t. Complete, perfect, entire; un¬ 
conditional. utterly, adv. uttermost, a. 
utter (2) [M.E. uttren , as prec.], v.t. To 
give forth audibly; to put notes, base 
coin, etc., into circulation, utterance, n. 
Act of uttering; vocal expression; speech, 
uvula (u'vu-iA) [dim. of L. Mm, a bunch 
of grapes], n. (pi. -lae) A fleshy body 
hanging over the root of the tongue, 
uxorious (iik-sor'i-us) [L. uxor, wife], a. 
Excessively or foolishly fond of one’s wifa, 
* doting, uxorial, a. 
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vacant (vA'kant) [L. vacans - ntem , pres.p. 
of vacare , to be empty], a. Empty, un¬ 
occupied; at leisure; unintelligent, silly, 
vacancy, n. State of being vacant, empti¬ 
ness ; mental vacuity, inanity; empty 
space; an unfilled post or office, vacate 
(vA-kat'), v.t. To give up occupation or 
possession of; to annul, vacation, n. 
The act of vacating; a period of cessation 
of business or studies, a holiday, 
vaccinate (vAk'si-n&t) [L. vacclnus. a., from 
vacca, cow], v.t. To inoculate with vaccine 
or virus, to procure immunity from disease, 
esp. smallpox, vaccina'tion, n. vac¬ 
cine (vik'sin), a. Pertaining to, or ob¬ 
tained from cows; pert aining to vaccina¬ 
tion. n. The virus of cowpox prepared 
for use in vaccination; any agent used for 
inoculation. 

vacillate (v&s'i-lat) [L. vacilldtus , p.p. of 
vacilldre ], v.i. To sway to and fro; to 
waver between opinions; to be irresolute, 
vacillation, n. 

vacuous (vAk'u-fis) [L. vacuus , as VACANT], 
a. Empty, void; unintelligent, blank, 
vacuity (vA-ku'i-ti), n. 
vacuum (viku-iim) [L., neut. of prec.], n. 
A space completely devoid of matter; a 
vessel from which the air has been ex¬ 
hausted. 

vagabond (vig'A-bdnd) [L. vagabundus, 
from vag&rl, to wander], a. Wandering 
about, nomadic; drifting, aimless, n. A 
wanderer, esp. an idle or disreputable one, 
a vagrant; a rogue, vagabondage, n. 
vagary (vA-gAr'i) [as prec.], n. A whim¬ 
sical idea, a freak, vagarity (-gar'i-ti), n. 
vagrant (v&'grant) [O.F. waucrant , pres.p. 
of walcrer , as walk], a. Without a settled 
home; itinerant, strolling; unrestrained, 
n. A wanderer, a vagabond, a tramp, esp. 
one without visible means of subsistence, 
vagrancy, n. 

vague (v&g) vagus t wandering], o. 
D oubtful, ambiguous, indefinite, vaguely, 
adv. vagueness, n. 

vain (van) [L. t anus'], a. Empty, unreal, 
worthless; unavailing; unprofitable; fal¬ 
lacious; proud of petty things, conceited, 
self-admiring; foolish, vainglor'y, n. 
Excessive vanity; pride, boastfulness, 
vainglorious, a. vainly, adv. 
valance (vAl'Ans) [? Valence , France], n. 
The hanging round the frame of a bed¬ 
stead, etc. 

vale ( 1 ) (v&l) [L. vallis,], n. A valley, 
vale (2) (vft'le) [L.], int. and n. Farewell, 
valediction (vil-6-dik'shtin) [as prec., L. 
dictus , said], n. A bidding farewell; an 
adieu, valedictory, a. Bidding fare¬ 
well; pertaining to or of the nature of a 
farewell, n. A parting oration, 
valentine (v5J'6n-tin), n. A sweetheart 
chosen on St. Valentine’s day (14 Feb.), 
when birds were supposed to begin to 
mate; an amatory or satirical letter or 
picture sent to one of the opposite sex on 
this day. 


valerian (va-ler'i-an) [late L. valeriana], n. 
An herbaceous plant with clusters of pink 
or white flowers; a preparation from this 
used as a mild stimulant, etc. 
valet (vAl'et, -A) [F., as varlet], n. A 
man-servant who attends on his master’s 
person. 

valetudinarian (vAl-6-tfi-di-nar'i-An) [L. 
valet ado - dinis , health], a. Sickly; seeking 
to recover health; morbidly anxious about 
one’s health, n. An invalid, 

Valhalla (val-hAl'a) [Icel. vaimi, hall of 
the slain], n. The palace where the souls 
of heroes slain in battle were carried by 
the valkyries; a final resting-place of the 
great men of a nation, 
valiant (v&l'yAnt, -i-Ant) [O.F. valant , being 
worth], o. Brave, courageous, intrepid, 
valiantly, adv. 

valid (v&l'id) [L. validusl, a. Well- 
grounded, sound, cogent; binding, vali¬ 
date, v.t. To make valid, to confirm, 
valid ity, n. 

valise (v*-l§g') [F.], n. A case for holding 
a traveller’s clothes, etc., a small portman¬ 
teau. 

valkyrie (vAl'kir-i) [Icel. valkyrja , chooser 
of the slain], n. One of twelve maidens 
of Valhalla who selected those destined to 
be slain in battle and conducted their souls 
to Valhalla. 

valley (vAl'i) [O.F. valee, as VALE (1)], n. 
A depression in the earth’s surface bounded 
by hills; any hollow between elevations 
of a surface. 

valour (v&l'or) [L. valor , from valere , to 
be strong], n. Courage, esp. in fighting; 
prowess, valorous, a. 
value (v&l'u) [F., fem. of valu , p.p. of valoir t 
to be worth, as VALOUR], n. Worth; the 
desirability of a thing, the qualities that 
are the basis of this; market price; an 
equivalent; estimation; signification, v.t. 
To estimate the value of, to appraise: to 
rate highly, to prize, val uable, a. Hav¬ 
ing great value, costly; capable of being 
appraised; estimable, valua'tion, n. Act 
of valuing; estimation of the value of a 
thing; estimated worth, val'uator, val¬ 
uer, n. One who values, an appraiser, 
valueless, a. 

valve (v&lv) [L. valva , leaf of folding door], 
n. A contrivance for permitting or pre¬ 
venting passage of a fluid, as water, gas, 
or steam, valvular, a. Acting as a 
valve; containing valves; valve-like, 
vamp (v&mp) [M.F. avant-pied ], n. The 
part of a boot upper in front of the ankle 
seams; (fig.) a patch for appearance’ sake; 
(Mus.) an improvised accompaniment. 
v.t. To furbish (up); (Mus.) to improvise 
an accompaniment to. 
vampire (vAm'pIr) [Serbian vampir), n. A 
ghost of some outcast, supposed to leave 
the grave at night and suck the blood of 
sleeping persons; (fig.) one who preys upon 
others; a blood-sucking bat. 
van (1) (vAn) [vanguard], n. The fore¬ 
most division of an army or fleet; (fig.) 
leaders, the forefront. 
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van (2) [caravan], n. A large covered 
vehicle for furniture, etc.; a closed railway- 
carriage for luggage or the guard. 

Vandal (van'dal) [L. Vandalus, from Tent.], 
n. One of a Teutonic race that overran 
Gaul, Borne, etc., in the 6th cent., destroy¬ 
ing works of art; (Jig.) one who destroys 
or dislikes a work of art. vandalism, n. 
vane (v5n) [A.-S. /ana, small flag], n. A 
weathercock; a device on an axis tamed 
by a current, as in a meter, 
vanguard (v&n'gard) [F. a rant, before, 
GUARD], n. The troops who march in the 
front of an army, an advance-guard, 
vanilla (vA-nil'a) [Sp. vainilla , small pod], 
n. A genus of orchids, of tropical Asia 
and America, bearing fragrant flowers; the 
fruit of some species; an extract from 
this as a flavouring. 

vanish (van'ish) [M.B. vanissen , L. Svdnes- 
cere , as VAIN], v.i. To disappear suddenly; 
to become imperceptible, to pass away, 
vanity (van'i-ti) [L. vdnitas, as VAIN], n. 
Quality or state of being vain; empty 
pride; ostentation; futility, unreality; 
that which is unreal or deceptive, 
vanquish (v&ng'kwish) [L. vincere], v.t. To 
conquer, to subdue; to refute, van¬ 
quisher, n. 

vantage (van'taj) [ADVANTAGE], n. Ad¬ 
vantage; a situation, etc., favourable to 
success; (Lawn-tennis) the point scored 
by either side after deuce or five all. 
vantage-ground, n. Superiority of posi¬ 
tion or place. 

vapid (vAp'id) [L. vapidus ], a. Insipid, 
flat, spiritless, vapid'ity, n. 
vapour (vA'pbr) [L. vapor], n. Moisture 
in the air, light mist; the gaseous form of 
a substance that is normally liquid or 
solid; (fig.) a vain imagination, v.i. To 
give out vapour; to brag, to bluster, 
vaporize, v. To tom or be turned into 
vapour. 

variable (var'i-4bl) [L. varidbilis , as VARY], 
a. Capable of varying; changeable, fickle; 
able to be varied or adjusted; (Math.) 
quantitatively indeterminate; (Biol.) tend¬ 
ing to variation, variability, n. vari¬ 
ably, adv. 

variance (vftr'l-Ans) [L. varidntia , as prec.], 
n. State of being variant; difference of 
opinion, dissension; (Law) disagreement 
between the allegations and proof or be¬ 
tween the writ and the declaration, 
variant, a. Showing variation, differing, 
tending to vary. n. A variant form, 
reading, type, etc. 

variation (var-i-fi'shdn) [L. varidtio, as 
prec.], n. Act, process, or state of varying; 
alteration, deviation, mutation; (Gram.) 
inflexion. 

varicose (v&r-i-kos) [L. varix, a dilatation 
of a vein], a. Permanently dilated (of 
veins); intended for the cure of such veins, 
variegate (v&r-i-g&t) [L. variegdtus, com¬ 
posed of different colours], v.t. To diver¬ 
sify in colour; to dapple, to chequer, 
variega'tion, n. 

variety (va-ri' 6 -ti) [L. varietas , as VARI¬ 


OUS], n. Quality or state of being various; 
diversity, versatility; a collection of 
diverse things; a kind, a sort; (Biol.) an 
individual or group differing from type, a 
■ub-species. 

variorum (v&r-i-6r'6m) [L., gen. of foil.], a. 
With notes of commentators inserted (of a 
work). 

various (vAr'i-ns) [L. vanus], a. Differing 
from each other; several; uncertain, not 
uniform. 

varlet (var'ldt) [O.F. vaslet, dim. of VASSAL], 
n. A page, esp. one preparing to be a 
squire; a menial, a knave, 
varnish (var'nish) [F. vermis], n. A thin 
resinous solution for giving a hard, shiny 
coating to wood, etc.; any lustrous appear¬ 
ance on leaves, of pottery, etc.; (fig.) super¬ 
ficial polish, v.t. To cover with varnish; 
(fig.) to gloss over. 

vary (v&r'i) [L. varidre, as VARIOUS], v.t. 
(past and p.p. varied) To alter in appear¬ 
ance, form, or substance; to modify, v.i. 
To be altered in any way; to differ, to be 
of different kinds. 

vascular (vAs'ku-lir) [L. vas, vessel], a. 
Of, consisting of, or containing ducts; 
containing or rich in blood-vessels, 
vase (vaz, vawz, Sc. vAs, Am. vAs) [L. 
vasum], n. A vessel of pottery, etc., of 
various forms but usu. circular and orna¬ 
mental. 

vaseline (vAs'6-lSn) [G. xcasser , water, Gr. 
elaion, oil], n. An unctuous substanoe 
obtained from petroleum, used as ointment 
and lubricant. 

vassal (vas'Al) [F., from Celt.], n. One 
holding land by feudal tenure; a slave; 
a low wretch, a. Servile, vassalage, n. 
vast (vast) [L. vastus], a. Of great extent, 
huge, boundless; very great in numbers, 
amount, etc. vastly, adv. • vasty, a. 
vat (v&t) [A.-S. fast], n. A large tank or 
other vessel used in brewing and in many 
operations in which substances are boiled 
or steeped, v.t. To put into or treat in 
a vat. 

vaticinate (vA-tis'i-nAt) [L. vdticindrl, to 
prediot], v. To prophesy, vaticination, 
n. vatic'inator, n. 

vaudeville (vod'vil) [F., Vau ( Val ) de Vire , 
Valley of the Vire], «. A slight dramatic 
sketch interspersed with songs and dances; 
a variety entertainment; a topical song, 
vault (1) (vawlt) [O.F. voute, vaulted, L. 
voldtus, rolled], n. An arched roof or 
chamber, esp. underground; a cellar; a 
place of interment under a church or hi a 
cemetery; (Jig.) the sky. v.t. To cover 
with a vault. 

vault (2) [M.B. volter , as prec.], v.i. To 
leap, to spring, esp. from the hands or 
with a pole. v.t. To leap over thus. a. 
Such a leap. 

vaunt (vawut) [F. vanier, as VAIN], v.i. 
To boast, to brag. v.t. To boast of. n. 
A boast, vauntingly, adv. 
veal (vSl) [O.F. veil, L. vitellus, calf], n. 
The flesh of a calf as food, 
vedette (v6-det') [F., from L. videre , to 
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see], n. A mounted sentinel in advance 
of an outpost; (Nav.) a small scouting 
vessel. 

veer (vfir) [F. virer, L. virice , armlets], v.i. 
To change its direction (of the wind); to 
change about in opinion, etc. 
vegetable (vej'6-tAbl) [L. vegetHbilis , from 
veget&re , to quicken], n. A plant used for 
culinary purposes or for feeding cattle, 
o. Pertaining to or resembling a plant or 
made of or pertaining to culinary vege¬ 
tables ; applied to the kingdom or division 
of organic nature comprising plants, veg' - 
etal, a. Pertaining to or of the nature of 
plants; common to plants and animals 
(of the functions of nutrition, growth, etc.), 
vegetarian (-t&r'i-&n), n. One who lives 
on vegetable food, and usu. eggs, milk, 
etc. a. Pertaining to vegetarians, vege¬ 
tarianism, n. veg'etate, v.i. To grow 
in the manner of a plant; (Jig.) to live an 
idle, monotonous life, vegeta'tion, n. 
vegetative, a. 

vehement (v8'6-m6nt) [O.F., from L. vehe¬ 
ment], a. Proceeding from or exhibiting 
intense fervour; ardent, passionate, im¬ 
petuous. vehemence, n. 
vehicle (vg'ikl) [L. vehiculum , from vehere , 
to carry], n. Any kind of carriage or 
conveyance for use on land, having wheels 
or runners; a liquid medium for pigments, 
medioinal substances, etc.; an agent or 
medium for the transmission of thought, 
feeling, etc. vehicular (ve-hik'-), a. 
veil (v&h [L. velum], n. A semi-transparent 
piece of muslin, etc., concealing or shading 
the face; a drapery for concealing or pro¬ 
tecting an object; (fig.) a disguise, a 
pretext, v.t. To cover with a veil; to 
hide, to disguise. 

vein (vftn) [L. vena], n. A tubular vessel 
conveying blood to the heart; (loosely) 
any blood-vessel; a rib in an insect’s wing 
or a leaf; a fissure in rock filled with 
material deposited by water, a seam; a 
streak of different colour in wood, marble, 
etc.; a distinctive trait; particular mood. 
v.t. To fill or cover with, or as with veins, 
veiny, a. 

veldt (felt) [Dut. veld, field], n. (3. Afr.) 
Open treeless country suitable for pas¬ 
turage. 

vellum (vel'dm) [F. velin, as VEAL], n. A 
fine parchment orig. made of calf-skin, 
velocity (v6-los'i-ti) [F. vilocitt , L. vildci- 
tas, from vilox, swift], n. Swiftness, rapid 
motion; rate of motion, 
velure (vel'iir) [F. velours , from L. villus, 
shaggy hair], n. Velvet, or fabric re¬ 
sembling this. 

velvet (vel'vfrt) [as prec.], n. A closely 
woven silken fabric with a cut pile on one 
side; the furry skin over growing antlers. 
a. Velvety, velvety, a. velveteen', n. 

A cotton velvet or cotton fabric with a 
velvet-pile; (pi.) a gamekeeper, 
venal (ve'nAl) [L. vindlis, from venus, sale], 
a. Beady to be bribed or to sacrifice 
honour or principle for sordid considera¬ 
tions; mercenary, venal'ity, n. 


vend (vend) [L. vendere, as VENAL], v.t. To 
sell, vender, vendor, n. vendible, a. 
vendetta (ven-det'a) [It., L. vindicta, as 
vindictive], n. A blood-feud (often car¬ 
ried on for generations), esp. in Corsica, 
Sardinia, and Sicily; this practice, 
veneer (vAner') [G. fumiren, to inlay], v.t. 
To cover with a thin layer of fine wood; 
to put a superficial polish on, to gloss 
over. n. A thin layer of superior wood ; 
(fig.) superficial polish, 
venerable (ven'6r-abl) [L. venerObilis, as 
foil.], a. Worthy of veneration; rendered 
sacred; applied as a title to archdeacons, 
and to one who has attained the first 
degree in canonization ( R.-C. Ch.). 
venerate (ven'6r-at) [L. veneratus, adored], 
v.t. To regard or treat with profound 
deference, to revere, venera 'ti on, n. 
Venetian (v6-ng'shan), a. Pertaining to 
Venice, in N. Italy, n. A native of 
Venice; (pi.) a heavy kind of tape or 
braid used in Venetian blinds. Venetian 
blind : A window blind made of slats of 
wood arranged so as to turn, 
vengeance (ven'jans) [F., from venger , to 
avenge, as VINDICATE], n. Punishment in 
return for an injury, retribution; chief, 
evil, vengeful, a. Vindictive, revengeful, 
venial (ve'ni-al) [L. venia , pardon], a. 
That may be pardoned or excused, 
venison (ven'zbn) [L. vgruUiOnem (nom. 
-/to), as VENERr], n. The flesh of the deer 
as food. 

venom (ven'om) [L. venenum, poison], n. 
Poison secreted by serpents, etc.; (fig.) 
spite, malignity, venomous, a. 
vent (vent) [F. fente, from L. findere , to 
cleave], n. A hole for the passage of air, 
water, etc., an outlet ; free play, utterance, 
etc. v.t. To give vent to; to utter, to 
pour forth. 

ventilate (ven'ti-lat) [L. ventilatus , win¬ 
nowed, from ventus, wind], v.t. To supply 
with fresh air; (fig.) to give publicity to. 
ventila'tion, n. ventilator, n. 
ventral (ven'tr&l) [L. venter, stomach], a. 
Situated on the anterior surface (of fins), 
ventriloquism (ven-trU'6-kwizm)[L. venter , 
stomach, loqul, to speak], n. The act or art 
of producing sounds that appear to come 
from elsewhere than the person speaking, 
ventriloquist, n. ventriloquy, n. 
venture (ven'chur) [adventure], n. The 
undertaking of a risk, a hazard; a risky 
undertaking; a commercial speculation; 
that which is risked, v.t. To expose to 
risk, to hazard, to stake, v.i. To dare; 
to have the presumption (to), venture¬ 
some, venturous, a. 
venue (ven'u) [F., arrival], n. (Law) The 
place or country where a crime is alleged 
to have been committed, 
veracious (v6-r5'shus) [L. verax, from virus, 
true], a. Habitually truthful; character¬ 
ized by truth and accuracy, veracity 
(-as'i-ti), n. J 

veranda (v6-ran'd&) [Port, varanda ], n. A 
light gallery with a roof on pillars, along 
the outside of a house. 
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verb (vSrb) [L. verb urn, word], n. That 
part of speech which predicates, a word 
that asserts something in regard to some¬ 
thing else (the subject), verbal, a. Per¬ 
taining to words; respecting words only, 
not ideas, etc.; literal; (Gram.) pertaining 
to a verb; spoken, not written, verbally, 
adv. verba'tim, adv. Word for word, 
verbena (v6r-be'n&) [L.], ». A large genus 
of plants, of which the common vervain 
is the type. 

verbiage (v6r'bi-aj) [as VERB], n. The use 
of many words without necessity, wordi¬ 
ness. verbose (-bos'), «• Using or con¬ 
taining more words than are necessary, 
verbosity (-bos'i-ti), n. 
verdant (v8r'dant) [O.F., from L. viridans , 
growing green, from viridis , green], a. 
Green; covered with growing grass; fresh, 
flourishing; (slang) easily taken in. ver¬ 
dancy, ». 

verdict (vSr-dikt) [L. viri, truly, DICTUM], 
n. The decision of a jury in a trial; 
decision, judgment. 

verdigris (v§r-d6-gris) [A.-F. vert de Qrece, 
green of Greece], n. A green crystalline 
substance formed on copper by the action 
of dilute acetic add; greenish rust on 
copper, etc. 

verdure (vSr-dyur) [F., as VERDANT], n. 

Greenness of vegetation or foliage, 
verge (1) (vSrj) [L. virga, rod], n. The 
extreme edge; the grass-edging of a bed; 
a rod or staff of authority, esp. one carried 
before a bishop; a spindle in a watch, loom, 
etc. verger, ». An officer carrying the 
verge before a bishop or other dignitary; 
a church official acting as usher, 
verge (2) [L. vergere, to incline], v.i. To 
approach, come near, border (on), 
veridical (vd-rid'i-k&l) [L. virus, true, 
dicere , to sayl, a. Truthful, veracious, 
verify (ver'i-fi) [L. virus, true, -FT], v.t. 
To confirm or to inquire into the truth of, 
to authenticate; (Law) to affirm under 
oath, verifiable, a. veriflca'tion, n. 
•verily (ver'i-li) [M.B. veraily (VERY, -LY)], 
adv. In very truth, assuredly, 
verisimilitude (ver-i-si-mil'i-tud) [L. virus, 
true, similis, like], n. The appearance of 
or resemblance to truth; probability, like¬ 
lihood. 

veritable (ver'i-t&bl) [as foil.], a. Real, 
genuine; actual, true, veritably, adv. 
verity (ver'i-ti) [L. veritas , from virus , true], 
n. Truth; a true statement; a fact, 
verjuice (vSr'joos) [F. vert , green, JUICE], n. 
An acid liquid expressed from crab-apples, 

vermicelli (vgr-mi-sel'i) [It., pL of vermi- 
cello, dim. of verme , worm], n. A wheaten 
paste in the form of long slender tubes 
like macaroni. 

vermicide (vgr'mi-sld) [L. vermis , worm, 
-CIDE], n. A medicine that kills worms, 
vermicidal, a. vermic'ular, a. Per¬ 
taining to a worm; resembling the motion 
or track of a worm; worm-eaten in appear¬ 
ance; vermiform, vermiform, o. Worm¬ 
shaped, 


vermilion (ver-mil'y6n) [F. vermilion , from 
L. vermiculusy dim. of vermis , worm], n. 

A brilliant red pigment; the colour of 
this. a. Of a beautiful red colour, 
vermin (vgr'min) [F. vermine , from L. 
vermis, a worm], n. A collective name 
for mischievous, noxious, or offensive 
animals, birds, insects, etc. verminate, 
v.i. To breed vermin, to become infested 
with parasites, verminous, a. 
vermuth (vfir'mooth) [G. wermuth. worm¬ 
wood], n. A liqueur flavoured with worm¬ 
wood. 

vernacular (vir-nik'fi-lir) [L. vemdculus, 
pertaining to home-born slaves], a. Be¬ 
longing to the country of one’s birth (of 
language, idiom, etc.). One’s native 
tongue, idiom, or dialect, 
vernal (vSr'nAl) [L. vemus , pertaining to 
spring], a. Pertaining to, prevailing, done, 
or appearing in spring, 
vernier (v5r y nl-4r) [Pierre Vernier (d. 1637), 
inventor!, n. A movable scale for measur¬ 
ing fractions of the divisions of the scale 
on a measuring instrument, 
veronica (v6-ron'i-ka) [Gr. Berenikiy 
woman’s name], n. A herb, with blue, 
purple, or white flowers; the speedwell, 
versatile (v&r'sA-til) [L. vers&tiliSy from 
versare, to turn], a. Readily applying 
oneself to new subjects, etc., many-sided; 
inoonstant. versatility (-til'i-ti), n. 
verse (vSrs) [L. versus , a turning, as prec.], 
n. A metrical line consisting of a certain 
number of feet; (pop.) a stanza; metrical 
composition as dist. from prose; a division 
of a chapter of the Bible, versicle, n. 
A short verse, esp. one of a series recited 
in divine service by the minister alternately 
with the people, versify, vj. To turn 
(prose) into verse; to narrate in verse; 
v.i. To make verses, versification, n. 
versifier, n. A rhymster. 
versed (vSrst) [L. vers&tus , as VERSATILE], o. 
Skilled, experienced, proficient (in); (Trig.) 
reversed (of sines). 

version (vSr'shun) [L. versio , from vertere, 
to turn], n. A translation; act of trans¬ 
lating; the rendering of a passage into 
another language; an account or descrip¬ 
tion of something from one’s point of view, 
ver'so, n. A left-hand page of a book; 
the reverse of a coin or medal, 
verst (vfirst) [Rus. verstd], n. A Russian 
measure of length, nearly two-thirds of a 
mile. 

vertebra (ver'tt-bri) [L., from vertere , to 
turn], n. (pi. -brae) One of the bony 
segments of the spine, vertebral, a. 
vertebrata, n.pl. A division of animals 
comprising those with a backbone, ver¬ 
tebrate, a. and n. 

vertex (v£r't6ks) [L., whirlpool], n. (pi. 
-tices, -ti-sSz) The highest point, the 
apex; the zenith, vertical, a. Pertain¬ 
ing to, or situated at the highest point; 
situated at or passing through the zenith; 
perpendicular to the plane of the hori¬ 
zon. 

vertigo (vSr'ti-go) [L., as prec.], n. Dizzi- 
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ness; a feeling as if one were whirling 
round, vertiginous (-tij'i-nbs), a. 
verve (verv) [F.], n. Spirit, energy, 
very (ver'i) [as veracious], o. Real, true, 
genome, self-same. adv. In a high de¬ 
gree; greatly, extremely, exceedingly, 
vesper (ves'p6r) [L.], n. The evening star, 
Venus; (Jig.) evening: (pi.) the sixth of 
the seven canonical Lours, the evening 
service, o. Pertaining to the evening or 
to vespers. 

vessel (ves'61) [O.F. vaissel, L. vascellurn], 
n. A hollow receptacle, esp. for holding 
liquids; a ship; ( Anat .) a duct in which 
blood or other fluids are conveyed, 
vest (vest) [L. vestis, garment, from vestlre, 
to clothe], n. A waistcoat; a singlet, v.t. 
To invest or endow (with authority, etc.); 
to confer an immediate fixed right of 
possession of (property in a person), v.t. 
(of property, right, etc.) To come or take 
effect (in a person), vested, a. Robed; 
(Lav) held by or fixed in a person, not 
subject to contingency. 

Vesta (vea'tA) [L.], n. (Rom. Myth.) The 
goddess of the hearth and the hearth-fire, 
vesta, n. A wax match igniting by fric¬ 
tion. vestal, a. Pertaining to Vesta or 
to her priestesses, the vestal virgins, who 
were vowed to perpetual chastity; (Jig.) 
pure, chaste, n. A woman of spotless 
chastity; a nun. 

vestibule (ves'ti-bul) [L. vestibulum ], n. A 
hall or lobby next the outer door of a 
house. 

vestige (ves'tfO [L. vestigium , footstep], n. 
A sign, a mark or trace of something no 
longer present or in existence; a particle, 
vestment (vest'mint) [L. vestimentum , as 
VESTh n. A garment, esp. a robe of state 
or office, 

vestry (ves'tri) [L. vesti&rium, wardrobe], n. 
A room in a church in which the vestments 
are kept; a meeting of the ratepayers of a 
parish or of their representatives for dealing 
with parochial business, vestryman, n. 
A member of a vestry, 
vesture (ves'tyur) [L, vestltura, as VEST], n. 

(poet.) Dress, apparel; a covering, 
vetch (vech) [O.F. vece, L. vi eta], n. A 
plant of the bean family used for forage, 
veteran (vet'6r-an) [L. veterdnus , from vetus , 
old], a. Grown old or experienced, esp. 
in the military service; pertaining to 
veterans, n. One who has had long 
experience in any occupation, esp. a soldier, 
veterinary (vet'6r-i-nar-i) [L. veterlndrius], 
a. Pertaining to treatment of the diseases 
of domestic animals, n. A veterinary 
surgeon. 

veto (vg'tfl) [L., I forbid], n. The power 
or right of forbidding or negativing; the 
act of exercising such right; any authori¬ 
tative prohibition or refusal, v.t. To 
refuse approval to (a Bill, etc.); to prohibit, 
vex (veks ) [L. vexare], v.t. To cause trouble 
to, to irritate, vexation, n. Act of vex¬ 
ing or state of being vexed; irritation, 
annoyance, trouble; that which causes 
this, vexatious, a. vexed (vekst), a. 


Annoyed, worried; much debated or con¬ 
tested. 

via (vi-&) [L.], adv. By way of, through. 

viaduct (vTA-dfikt) [L. via ducta (VIA, ducta , 
fern. p.p. dUcere , to lead)], u. A bridge 
composed of a considerable number of 

arches. 

vial (vTal) [PHIAL], n. A small cylindrical 
glass vessel for liquids. 

viand (vi'And) [L. vivenda, things to live 
on, from vlvere , to live], n. (pi.) Articles 
of food. 

vibrate (vi'brat, vl-br&t') [L. vibrdtus , 
shaken], v.t. To. move to and fro rapidly; 
to thrill, quiver, throb, v.t. To cause to 
swing, oscillate, or quiver, vibrant, a. 
Vibrating, tremulous; resonant, vlbra'- 
tion, n. Aot of vibrating; oscillation. 

vicar (Vik'ar) [L. vic&rius, see vice-], n. 
A parish priest who receives a stipend, 
not the tithes, vicar apostolic (R.-C. 
Ch.) A titular bishop, vicar-general, n. 
An officer appointed by a bishop as his 
assistant, vicarage, n. The benefice of 
a vicar; his residence, vicarious (vi- 
k&r'i-ils), a. Deputed, delegated; per¬ 
formed, done, or suffered for or instead of 
another. 

vice (1) (vis) [L. return], ». An evil 
praotioe or habit; gross immorality, de¬ 
pravity ; a fault, a defect. 

vice (2) [F. vis, screw, L. vltis, vine], n. 
An instrument with two jaws between 
which an object may be clamped securely; 
(fig.) a grip, a grasp. 

vice (3) (vTs6) [as VICE-], prep. In place of. 

vice- [L., by change], pref. Denoting one 
acting as deputy of another or one next 
in rank. 

vicegerent (vis-jer' 6 nt) [VICE-, L. gerens 
- ntem , carrying on], n. An officer exer¬ 
cising delegated authority, a deputy, 
vicegerency, n. 

viceregal (vUs-rS'g&l), a. Viceroyal, vice¬ 
reine (-ran) [F., queen], ». The wife of a 
viceroy. 

viceroy (vls'roi) [VICE-, F. roi, king], w. 
A ruler acting with royal authority in a 
colony, dependency, etc. viceroyal, a. 
viceroyalty, n. 

vice versa (vTs6 vSr'sA) [VICE ( 3 ), L. versa , 
turned], adv. The relation being inverted, 
the other way round. 

vicinage (vis'i-nAj) [F. voisinage , from 
voisin, neighbour], n. Neighbourhood, 
vicinity, vicin'ity, n. The neighbour¬ 
hood, the surrounding district; proximity. 

vicious (vish'us) [F. vicieux , as vice (1)], a. 
Characterized by some vice; imperfect, 
corrupt; contrary to moral principles; 
depraved; spiteful. viciously, ,adv. 
viciousness, n. 

vicissitude (vi-sis'i-tud) [L. vicissim , by 
turns], n. A change of condition, circum¬ 
stances, fortune, etc. 

victim (vik'tim) [L. victima], n. A living 
creature sacrificed to some deity, or 
destroyed or injured in pursuit of some 
object; a dupe, victimize, v.t. To make 
a victim of; to swindle, victimization, ». 
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victor (vik'tdr) [L., from vietus, conquered], 
n. One who conquers in battle or wins in 
a contest. 

victoria (vik-tdr'i-a) [Queen Victoria (1819, 
1837-1901), as foil.], n. A four-wheeled 
carriage for two persons with a falling top. 
Victorian, a. Pertaining to or flourishing 
in the reign of Victoria, n. A person, 
esp. a writer, flourishing then, 
victory (vik'to-ri) [L. victoria , as VICTOR], n. 
The defeat of an enemy or opponent, 
victorious (-tdr'i-fls), o. Having con¬ 
quered in battle or any contest, triumph¬ 
ant. 

victual (vitl) [L. victualis, pertaining to 
nourishment], n. (usti. in pi.) Food, pro¬ 
visions. v. To supply with or lay in 
provisions, victualler, n. One who sup¬ 
plies victuals, esp. an innkeeper. 
vide (vi'de) [L., see], v. imper. See (in 
reference to a passage in a book, etc.). 
videlicet (vi-de'li-s6t) [L., for vidSre licet , 
it is allowable to see], adv. Namely, to 
wit (abbrev. to viz.). 

vie (vl) [M.E. envien, as INVITE], v.i. To 
strive for superiority; to be equal or 
superior (with or in), vying, a. 
view (vu) [O.F. veue, fem. p.p. of voir , to 
see], n. A look; range of vision; power 
of seeing; a scene, a prospect; a picture 
of this; a mental survey; manner of look¬ 
ing at things; judgment, opinion; inten¬ 
tion, design, v.t. To examine with the 
eye; to survey intellectually; to consider, 
to form a mental impression of. 
vigil (vij'il) [L., awake], n. Keeping awake 
during hours of rest, watchfulness; the 
eve of a festival; (pi.) nocturnal devotions, 
vigilance, n. State of being vigilant, 
vigilant, a. 

vignette (vin-yet') [F.], n. (Arch.) An 
ornament of tendrils and vine-leaves; an 
ornamental flourish; an engraving without 
a definite border; head-and-shoulders por¬ 
trait with a background shading off 
gradually. 

vigour (vig'or) [L. vigor], n. Active 
strength or energy; vital force, robust¬ 
ness; exertion of strength; forcibleness, 
vigorous, a. 

viking (vTking) [Icel. vikingr], n. A pirate, 
esp. a Scandinavian warrior of the 8 th- 
10th cent. 

vile (vil) [L. vilis , base], a. Worthless, 
depraved, villainous, odious; abominable, 
vilely, adv. vileness, n. vilify (vil'i-fl), 
v.t. To traduce, to defame, viliflca'tion, 
n. Defamation, abuse, 
villa (vil'A) [L., farm-house], n. A country 
house; a suburban house, 
village (vil'Aj) [L. villdticus, pertaining to 
a villa], n. A small assemblage of houses. 
a. Rustic, countrified, villager, ». An 
inhabitant of a village, 
villain (vil'an) [O.F. vilein, servile,], «. A 
person guilty or capable of crime; a scoun¬ 
drel ; (Hist.) a feudal serf, villainage, n. 
villainous, a. Characteristic of a villain; 
depraved, vile, villainously, adv. vil¬ 
lainy, n. 


vim (vim) [L., acc. of vis], n. Energy, 
vigour. 

vinaigrette (vin-a-gret') [F.], n. An orna¬ 
mental bottle or perforated case for holding 
aromatic vinegar, a smelling-bottle, 
vindicate (vin'di-kSt) [L. vindicatus , p.p. 
of vindictive , to lay claim to], v.t. To 
maintain (a claim, etc.) against attack or 
denial; to defend; to prove to be valid, 
to establish, justify, vindica'tion, n. 
vindicative, a. vindicator, n. vindi¬ 
catory, a. Tending to vindicate or justify; 
punitory. 

vindictive (vin-dik'tiv) [VINDICATIVE], a. 
Revengeful; characterized or prompted by 
revenge. 

vine (vin) [F. vigne, L. vlnum, wine], ft. 
A slender climbing plant, esp. the grape¬ 
vine. vinery, n. A greenhouse for vines, 
vineyard (vin'yard), n. A plantation of 
grape-vines, viniculture, n. The cul¬ 
tivation of grape-vines, vinous (vi'nfis), 
a. Pertaining to, or having the qualities 
of wine. 

vinegar (vin'A-gAr) [L. vlnum , wine, O.F. 
aigre , keen], n. An acid liquid obtained 
by acetous fermentation from wine, etc.; 
(Jig.) anything sour, vinegarish, vine¬ 
gary, a. 

vintage (vin'tAj) [F. vendange , L. vind&mia , 
grape-harvest], n. The yield of a vine- 
district for a particular season; the season 
of gathering grapes; wine, vintner, n. 
A wine-merchant. 

viol (vJ'61) [F. viole, as fiddle], ft. A 
mediaeval stringed musical instrument; a 
violoncello, viola (1) (ve'6-, vi'd-lA) [It.], 
n. The alto or tenor violin, 
viola (2) (vl'd-lA) [L., violet], n. A plant of 
the genus containing the violet and pansy, 
violate (vi'6-lat) [L. violdtus , injured], v.t. 
To infringe, break, or disobey (a law, 
obligation, duty, etc.); to profane, dese¬ 
crate; to outrage, violable, a. viola'- 
tion, n. violator, n. 
violence (vi'6-lens) [L. violentia ], n. State 
or quality of being violent; injury, out¬ 
rage; vehemence, impetuosity of feeling, 
action, etc. violent, a. Vehement, im¬ 
petuous, furious; intense, immoderate; 
not natural (of death), violently, adv. 
violet (vT6-16t) [viola (2)], n. The sweet 
violet, the dog violet, and some other 
species of the genus Viola, with small blue, 
purple, or white flowers, a. Of the colour 
of violet. 

violin (vi-6-lin') [It. violino , dim. of 
VIOLA (1)], n. A musical instrument with 
four strings, played with a bow. violinist, 
w. 

violoncello (v§-6-lon-chel'o), ». A large 
and powerful violin played while rested 
on the ground between the legs, violon¬ 
cellist, n. 

viper (vl'p6r) [L. vlpera], n. A venomous 
snake, the only poisonous British snake; 
(fig.) a mischievous or malignant person, 
viperine, viperish, viperous, a. 
virago (vi-ra'go) [L.], n. An impudent, 
turbulent woman; a termagant. 
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virelay (vir'6-14) [O.F. virelai], n. An old 
form of French verse with two rhymes to 
a stanza and a refrain, 
virgin (vgr'jin) [O.F. virgins, L. virgo 
-ginis ], n. A maiden; a member of an 
order of women under vows of chastity; 
Virgo, one of the ancient zodiacal con¬ 
stellations. a. Being or befitting a vir¬ 
gin ; pure, chaste; maidenly, modest ; 
untried, not brought into cultivation, 
virginal, a. Pertaining to or befitting a 
virgin; chaste, maidenly, virginity (-jin 7 - 
i-ti), n. 

viridescent (vir-i-des'6nt) [L. viridis , 
green], a. Greenish; becoming slightly 
green, viridescence, n. virid'ity, n. 
Greenness, the colour of fresh vegeta¬ 
tion. 

virile (vir'il) [L. virllis, from vir, man], a. 
Pertaining to man or the male sex; mas¬ 
culine, manly, virility, n. 
virtu (vir-too 7 ) [It.], n. Love of or taste 
for the fine arts, virtuo'so, n. A con¬ 
noisseur of articles of virtu; a skilled 
exponent of some fine art. virtuosity, n. 
virtue (v§r'tu) [M.E. vertu, L, virtue , as 
VIRILE], n. Moral excellence, goodness, 
rectitude; conformity with morality or 
duty; chastity, esp. in women; inherent 
power or efficacy, virtual, a. Being such 
in essence though not in name; equivalent 
in effect, virtually, adv. virtuoso, etc. 
[VIRTU], virtuous, a. Morally good; 
chaste, virtuously, adv. virtuousness, n. 
virulent (vir 7 fi-16nt) [L. virulentus, from 
foil.}, a. Extremely poisonous; (Jig.) ex¬ 
tremely bitter or malignant, virulence, 
n. virulently, adv. 

virus (vir'us) [L., slime, poison], i». A 
morbid poison, esp. the germ in contagious 
disease; (Jig.) any moral taint or corrupt¬ 
ing influence; malignity, 
vis (vis) [L.], n. (Mech.) Force, energy, 
visage (viz'aj) [F., from L. visas], n. The 
face, the countenance. visaged,a. Hav¬ 
ing a visage or look of a particular type. 
vis-k-vls (ve-za-ve 7 ) [F.l, adv. Face to 
face, opposite to. n. A person facing 
another; a carriage for two sitting vis-d~ 
vis. 

viscera (vis 7 4r-4) [L., pi. of viscus], n.pl. 
The internal organs of the great cavities 
of the body, esp. the intestines, visceral, a. 
viscid (vis'id) [L. viscidus], a. Sticky; 
semifluid in consistency, viscidity, n. 
viscous, a. 

viscount (vi'kount) [VICE-, COUNT ( 2 )], n. 
A noble ranking next below an earl, and 
above a baron, viscountcy, n. vis¬ 
countess, n. 

vls6 (v8'z&) [F., p.p. viser, to inspect], n. 
An official endorsement on a passport 
showing that it has been examined and 
found correct. 

visible (viz'ibl) [L. vlsibilis], a. Percept¬ 
ible by the eye; in view, conspicuous, 
visibility, ». State of being visible, 
visibly, adv. 

vision (vizh'un) [L. vlsio], n. Act or 
faculty of seeing, sight; that which is seen ; 


a supernatural or prophetic apparition; a 
creation of the imagination, visional, a. 
visionary, a. Existing in a vision or in 
the imagination only; unreal, 
visit (viz'it) [L. visitare, freq. of visere, to 
behold], v.t. To go or come to see; to 
come upon, to afflict (of diseases, etc.); 
to bless, v.i. To call on or visit people; 
to keep up friendly intercourse, n. Act 
of visiting; a call; a stay or sojourn (with 
or at), visita'tion, n. Act of visit¬ 
ing; a formal or official visit for the 
purpose of inspection, correction, etc.; a 
divine dispensation, esp. a chastisement or 
affliction, visiting-book, n. One in 
which calls received or intended are 
entered. visiting-card, n. A small 
card, bearing one’s name, etc. visitor, n. 
One who makes a call; one who visits a 
place; an inspecting officer* 
visor (viz'dr) [A.-F. visere , as VISAGE], n. 
The movable part of a helmet defending 
the face; a mask. 

vista (vis't4) [It., from L. videre , to see], n. 
A long view shut in at the sides, 
visual (vizh'fi-41) [F., from L. visits , sight], 
a. Pertaining to or used in sight or 
seeing, visualize, v.t. To make visible; 
to give a visible form to (an idea, etc.), 
vital (v!'t41) [F., from L. vita, life], a. Per¬ 
taining to, necessary to, supporting, or 
affecting life; indispensable, n.pl. The 
organs essential to life, as the heart, brain, 
eto. vitality, n. vitalize, v.t. To give 
life to; to animate, vitally, adv. 
vitamine (vi 7 ta-min) [L. vita, life, 
ammonia], n. One of a group of sub¬ 
stances, found in very small amounts in 
fresh vegetables, which are essential to 
normal metabolism. 

vitiate (vish'i-at) [L. vitiate , as VICE (1)], 
v.t. To impair the quality of; to corrupt; 
to render ineffectual, vitia tion, n. 
vitreous (vit'r6-fis) [L. vdrum, glass], a. 
Consisting of, resembling, or obtained from 
glass, vitreoslty, n. vitric, a. Of or 
like glass, vitrify, v.t. To convert into 
glass or a glassy substance by heat and 
fusion, vitrifica'tion, n. 
vitriol (vit'ri-61) [L. vitreolus], n. Sulphuric 
acid, or any salt of this, a sulphate; (Jig.) 
malignancy, caustic criticism, etc. 
vitriolic, a. 

vituperate (vl-tfi 7 p6r-at) [L. vitium,\iCE (1), 
par&re, to get ready], v.t. To upbraid, to 
abuse, rail at. vitupera'tion, n. vitu'- 
perative, a. 

vivacious (vl-va'shus) [L. vivere, to live], a. 
Lively, animated, gay; (Bot.) living 
through the winter, perennial, vivacity, 
n. Animation, charm, 
viva voce (ve 7 vA-v6's6) [L., with the living 
voice], adv. and a. By word of mouth, 
orally. 

vivid (vivid) [L. vivas , living], a. Lively; 
very bright, brilliant; clear, highly 
coloured. 

vivify (viv'i-fi) [as prec., -FT], v.t. To give 
life to; to enliven. 

viviparous (vi-vip'a-rus) [L. vivus , alive, 
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parere, to produce], a. Bringing forth 
young alive. 

vivisection (viv-i-sek'shfln) [L. vlvus, alive, 
SECTION], n. The dissection of or experi¬ 
mentation on living animals, viv'isect, 
v.t. To dissect (a living animal), vivi- 
sector, n. 

vixen (vik'sto) [A.-S. fyxen ], n. A she- 
fox; (fig.) a shrewish woman; a scold, 
vixenish, a. 

vizier (ri-zgr') [Arab, voazxr, counsellor], n. 
A high officer of State in Mohammedan 
countries. 

vocable (vd'k&bl) [L. voc&re , to call], n. 
A word. 

vocabulary (vd-k&b'u-lar-i) [as prec.], n. 
A list of words used in a language, science, 
book, etc.; the stock of words st one’s 
command. 

vocal (vo'kAl) [L. vOc&lis , as VOICE], a. 
Pertaining to the voice; having a voice; 
uttered or produced by the voice; (Phon.) 
not surd; (Oram.) having the character 
of a vowel, vocal ic, a. Pertaining to 
or consisting of vowel sounds, vocalist, 
n. A singer, vo'cally, adv. 
vocation (v6-k&'shun) [as VOCABLE], n. A 
call to follow a particular career, or under¬ 
take a duty, occupation, etc.; one’s 
calling, vocational, a. 
vocative (vok'A-tiv) [L. voc&tlvus, as prec.], 
a. Pertaining to or used in addressing a 
person or thing, n. The case of a noun 
used in addressing a person or thing, 
vociferate (v6-sif'er-5t) [VOICE, L. ferre, to 
bear], v.t. To bawl, to shout, vocifera¬ 
tion,?^ vociferous, a. vociferously, adv. 
vodka (vod'kA) [Bus.], n. A strong 
spirituous liquor distilled from rye, used 
in Russia. 

vogue (vog) [F.], n. Fashion prevalent at 
any particular time; currency, popular 
acceptance, usage. 

voice (vois) [M.E. and O.F. vois, L. vox\ n. 
The sound in speaking, singing, etc.; the 
faculty of vocal utterance, language; ono’s 
opinion, one’s right to express this, one’s 
choice or vote; one expressing the will 
or judgment of others; (Phon.) sound 
produced by the breath acting on tne vocal 
cords; (Oram.) the verb-form expressing 
the relation of the subject to the action. 
v.t. To give utterance to, to express, 
voiced, a. Sonant. 

void (void) [O.F.], a. Empty; having no 
holder or occupant; free from; ineffectual; 
null, invalid, n. An empty space. 
v.t. To nullify; to evacuate, voidable, a. 
volatile (vol'a-til) [F.,from L. volare, to fly], 
a. Readily evaporating; (fig.) lively, 
sprightly; changeable, volatility, n. 
volcano (vol-ka'no) [L. volc&nus, VULCAN], n. 
A mountain from the top of which lava, 
cinders, gases, etc., are ejected, volcanic, 
a. Pertaining to or produced by a volcano, 
vole (v61) [Icel. vdllr, field], n. A mouse-like 
rodent; the water-rat. 

volition (vo-lish'un) [L. volitio], n. Exercise 
of the will; the power of willing, 
volley (vol'i) [F. voice, flight], n- A flight 


of missiles; the missiles thus discharged; 
(fig.) a noisy outburst or emission of many 
things at once; a return of the ball at ». 
tennis, etc., before it touches the ground. 
v.t. To discharge or return in a volley. 
v.i. To fly in or discharge a volley; to 
fire together (of guns), 
volplane (vol'pl&n) [L. vol&re , to fly, 
plane (3)], v.i. (Aeroplane) To fly 
downwards at a high angle, 
volt [VOLTA-], n. The unit of electromotive 
force. 

volta- (Alessandro Volta (1746-1827), It. 
physicist], comb. form, voltage, n. 
Electromotive force as measured or 
expressed in volts, volta'ic, a. Per¬ 
taining to electricity produced by chemical 
action or contact, galvanic, voltaism 
(vortA-izm), n. 

voluble (vol'ubl) [L. vol&bilis, from volvere , 
to roll], a. Fluent, glib, garrulous, 
volubility, n. volubly, adv. 
volume (rorfim) [L. volUmen, as VOLUBLE], 
n. A book, esp. as forming one of a set; a 
tome; a roll or scroll constituting a book; 
a rounded, swelling mass, a coil (usu. in pi.) ; 
mass, bulk; (Mus.) fullness or roundness ; 
of tone, volu'minal, a. Pertaining to 
volume, volu'minous, a. Consisting of 
many volumes; producing many books 
(of a writer); of great b ulk. 
voluntary (vol'fin-tAr-i) [L. voluntas , free 
will], a. Proceeding from one’s own free 
will, not under constraint; spontaneous; 
willing; subject to the will (of muscles, 
movements, etc.); supported by voluntary 
action (of a church, school, etc.), n. 

An organ solo played in a church, volun¬ 
tarily, adv. voluntariness, n. 
volunteer (vol-dn-ter') [as prec.], n. One 
who enters into any service of his own free 
will. a. Voluntary, v.i. To offer one’s 
services voluntarily. 

voluptuary (vd-lup'tfi-Ar-i) [as foil.], n. 

One given to luxury or sensual pleasures. 
a. Pertaining to sensual pleasure, 
voluptuous (y6-10p'tu-fis) [L. voluptas ], a. 
Pertaining to, contributing to, or producing 
sensuous or sensual gratification, 
volute (v6-lfit') [L. vol&tus , rolled], n. A 
spiral scroll used in Ionic, Corinthian, and 
Composite capitals. 

vomit (vom'it) [L. vomitus], v.t. To eject 
from the stomach by the mouth; to dis¬ 
gorge. v.i. To elect the contents of the 
stomach by the mouth, n. Matter 
ejected thus; an emetic, 
voracious (vd-rA'shfis) [L. vor&re, to 
devour], a. Greedy in eating; gluttonous, 
voracity, n. 

-vorous [L. vor&re, to devour], suf. Feed¬ 
ing on, living on, as carnivorous, herbivorous. 
vortex (vfir'teks) [L.], n. (pi. vortices, 
-ti-sSz). A rotating mass of fluid, a whirl¬ 
pool. vortic'ity, n. vortig'inous, a. 
votary (vo'ta-ri) [as foil.], n. One con¬ 
secrated by a vow or devoted to some 
particular service, study, etc. votaress, n. 
vote (v6t) [L. vdtum, wish, vow], n. A 
formal expression of choice in regard to 
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the election of a candidate, etc.; that by 
which this is expressed, as a ballot, ticket, 
eto.; that which is voted; aggregate 
votes; the suffrage, v.i. To give one’s 
vote; to express one’s approval (for), v.t. 
To give one’s vote for; to enact by a 
majority, voter, n. 

votive (vd'tiv) [as prec.], o. Given or 
dedicated in fulfilment of a vow. 
vouch (vouch) [O.P. voucher , L. vocdre , to 
call], v.t. To nphold by assertion, proof, 
etc., to confirm, v.i. To give testimony, 
to answer (for), voucher, n. One who 
or that which vouches for; a document 
confirming or establishing something, 
vouchsafe (vouch-s&f') [vouch, safe], v.t. 
To concede, v.i. To deign, to condescend 
(to). ^ 

vow (vou) [as VOTE], n. A solemn promise 
undertaking a sacrifice, obligation, etc. 
v.t. To promise or affirm solemnly; to 
dedicate by a vow. v.i. To make a vow. 
vowel (vou'61) [as VOCAL], n. A sound able 
to be sounded alone; a letter representing 
this, esp. o, e, i, o, u. 

voyage (voi'&j) [L. via, way], n. A Journey 
by water, esp. to a distance, v.i. To 
make a voyage, voyager, n. voyageur 
(vwa-ya-zhgr') [F.], n. A trafficker 
between the Hudson Bay and North-West 
Companies’ trading-posts; a Canadian 
boatman. 

Vulcan (vfiTkAn), n. (Rom. Myth.) The 
god of fire and metal-working, vulcanic, 
-ism, etc. [volcanic,-ism, etc.], vulcanite, 
n. Vulcanized rubber, ebonite, vulcanize, 
v.t. To treat (india-rubber) with sulphur 
at a high temperature to increase its 
strength and elasticity, 
vulgar (vOTg&r) [L. vulgus, the common 
people], a. Pertaining to or characteristic 
of the people, common, low, boorish; in 
common use. vulgarian, a. Vulgar. 
n. A rich person with low ideas, manners, 
etc. vulgarism, n. vulgarity, n. 
vulgarize, v.t. vulgarly, adv. Vulgate, 
n. The Latin translation of the Bible 
made by St. Jerome, 383-405. 
vulnerable (vul'ner-&bl) [L. vulner&rc, to 
wound], a. Capable of being wounded; 
liable to injury, attack, etc. vulnerabil ¬ 
ity, n. 

vulpine (vtil'pln, -pin) [L. vulpes , fox], a. 

Characteristic of a fox; crafty, cunning, 
vulture (vfil'tyur) [L. vultur], n. A large 
falconoid bird feeding chiefly on carrion; 
(Jig.) a rapacious person, vulturine, a. 

W 

wabble, wobble (wobl) [M.E. quappen , to 
palpitate], v.i. To go unsteadily, to 
stagger. 

wad (wod) [Scand.], n. A small, compact 
mass of soft material; a felt or paper 
disk keeping the charge in place in a 
cartridge, wadding, n. A fibrous 
material usu. of cotton or wool, used for 
stuffing garments, cushions, etc. 
waddle (wodl) [freq. of wade], v.i. To 


walk with a swaying motion and with 
short, quick steps, n. A waddling gait, 
waddy (wod'i) [native], n. An Australian 
war-club wdth a thick head, 
wade (wad) [A.-S. wadan], v.i. To walk 
through water, snow, mud, eto.; to make 
one’s way with difficulty, v.t. To pass 
through or across by wading, wader, n. 
One who wades; a high waterproof boot; 
a long-legged bird that wades, as the 
stork, heron, etc. 

wafer (wa'fer) [A.-P. wafre ], n. A thin, 
sweet biscuit; (R.-C. Ch.) a disk of 
unleavened bread, used in the eucharist; 
a disk for sealing letters, v.t. To seal 
or attach with a wafer, 
waft (waft) [as wave], v.t. To convey 
through the air; to carry lightly along, 
wag (wag) [A.-S. wegan, to carry], v.t. To 
shake lightly and quickly, esp. in play, 
reproof, etc. v.i. To oscillate; (Jig.) to 
keep going, n. An act of wagging, a shake; 
a wit, a joker, waggery, n. Facetious¬ 
ness, jocularity, waggish, a. 
wage (wftj) [O.F., as gage], n. Fixed 
periodical pay for labour (usu. in pi.); 
recompense, requital, v.t. To engage in, 
to carry on. 

wager (wi'j6r) [M.E. wageovre , low L. 
wadi&re, to pledge, as prec.], n. Something 
hazarded on the event of a contest, etc.; 
a bet. v. To stake, to bet. 
waggle (w&gl) [freq. of WAG], v. To wag 
quickly and frequently, n. A short, 
quick wagging. 

wagon (w&g'on) [wain], n. A strong four- 
wheeled vehicle for heavy loads; an open 
railway truck, wagon-roof, «. A semi- 
cylindrical ceiling, wagoner, n. One 
who drives a wagon; the constellation 
Auriga, wagonette 7 , n. A four-wheeled 
pleasure carriage with two seats facing 
each other. 

wagtail (wig't&l) [WAG, TAIL ( 1 )], n. A 
small black and grey or white or yellow bird, 
waif (waf) [O.F., from Norse], n. A person 
or thing found astray or ownerless; a 
forsaken or unowned child, 
wail (wftl) [Icel. vcela , as WOE], v.t. To 
lament loudly over, to bewail, v.i. To 
lament; to make a plaintive sound (as the 
wind), n. A loud, high-pitched lamenta¬ 
tion, a plaintive cry. 
wain (wftn) [A.-S. woegri], n. A wagon, 
wainscot (w&n'skbt) [Dut. wagenschot , a 
grained oak-wood], n. A wooden lining 
of the walls ot rooms, v.t. To line with 
this, wainscoting, n. 
waist (wftat) [M.E. wast ], n. That part 
of the human body below the ribs and 
above the hips; (Jig.) the middle, con¬ 
tracted part of anything; the part of a 
ship between the quarter-deck and fore¬ 
castle. waistcoat (wes'kut), n. A gar¬ 
ment, usu. without sleeves, extending 
from the neck to the waist, 
wait (w&t) [O.F. waiter], v.i. To remain 
inactive or in the same place until some 
certain time, to tarry; to be in a state of 
watchfulness or readiness; to attend at 
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table, v.t. To wait for, to bide; to 
postpone, defer, n. Act of waiting; 
delay; watching, ambush; (pi.) a band 
of singers performing in the streets at 
Christmas-time, waiter, waitress, n. 
An attendant on the guests at a restaurant, 
etc. waiting-room, n. A room where 
persons can rest while waiting, 
waive (wSv) [A.-F. weiver], v.t. To forgo, 
to relinquish, to refrain from using, 
wake (1) (w&k) [A.-8. wacan, to arise], v.i. 
(past and p.p. woke, waked) To be 
aroused from sleep, a trance, or death; 
to be awake, to be unable to sleep; to 
be roused or to rouse oneself from inaction, 
etc. v.t. To rouse from sleep, to awake; 
to revive, to raise from the dead; to stir 
(up); to disturb; to hold a wake over. n. 
The feast of the dedication of a church; 
a merry-making held in connexion with 
this; (Ir.) the watching of a dead body, 
prior to burial. 

wake (2) (w&k) peel, rdfrr, a hole in ice], n. 
The track left by a vessel passing through 
water. 

wakeful (w&k'fid) [WAKE tt), -ful], o. Not 
disposed to sleep, restless; disturbed: 
watchful. 

waken (w&kn) [A.-S. wcecnan, to arise], v.t. 
To rouse from sleep or to action, v.i. To 

walk (wawk) [A.-S. wealcan , to roll], v.i. 
To go along on the feet without running; 
to go at the ordinary pace; to show itself 
(of a ghost); to be off, to be dismissed. 
v.t. To walk over, on, or through ; to 
cause to walk. n. Act of walking; the 
pace of one who walks; a stroll, the route 
chosen for this; a foot-path, promenade, 
etc.; a hawker’s round; (Jig.) one’s 
occupation, walking-stick, n. A stick 
carried in walking. 

wall (wawl) [A.-S. t oeal y L. valium], n. A 
continuous structure of stone, brick, etc., 
forming an enclosure, an internal partition 
of a building, etc.; a rampart (usu. in pi.) ; 
a cliff, a mountain-range, etc.; the 
enclosing sides of cavity, v.t. To furnish, 
enclose, or defend with a wall, wall¬ 
flower, n. A sweet-smelling plant with 
yellow, brown, and crimson flowers; 
(slang) a lady without a partner at a dance, 
wall-paper, n. Paper, usu. decorative, 
for the walls of rooms, 
wallaby (wol'a-bi) [Austral.], n. One of 
the smaller species of kangaroo, 
wallet (wol'6t) [?], n. A bag for carrying 
necessaries for a journey ; a small case 
for papers, tools, etc. 

wall-eye (waw'li) [Icel. vagi , beam, eygthr , 
eyed], n. An affection of the eye due to 
opacity of the cornea or to squinting; an 
eye with a very light-coloured iris; a large, 
glaring eye. wall-eyed, a. 
wallop (wol'ffp) [O.F. waloper , as GALLOP], 
r.t. To boil with a noisy bubbling, v.t. 
To thrash, to flog, walloping, n. A 
thrashing, a. Big, whopping, 
wallow (wol'o) [A.-S. t oealwiari], v.i. To 
tumble about in mire, water, etc. ; (Jig.) 


to revel grossly (in vice), w. Act of wallow¬ 
ing; a place in which animals wallow, 
walnut (wawl'nflt) [A.-S. wealh, foreign (cp. 
WELSH). HUT], n. A tree bearing a nut 
enclosed In a green fleshy covering; the 
fruit or timber of this, 
walrus (wawl'rtis) [Scand.], n. A large, 
amphibious, long-tusked, seal-like mammal 
of the Arctic. 

waits (wawlta) [Q. walzen, to revolve], n. 
A dance in triple time in which the partners 
whirl round each other; the music for 
this. v.i. To dance a waltz; to trip. 

waltzer, n. 

wampum (wom'phm) [N. Am. Ind.], n. 
Small shell beads used by the Indians as 
money or ornaments. 

wan (won) [A.-S. i oann, black], a. Sickly in 
hue, pallid, worn, wanness, ». 
wand (wond) [Icel. tdndr], «. A long, 
slender rod. 

wander (won'ddr) [A.-S. wandrian , freq. of 
wendan , to WEND], v.i. To ramble about 
without any definite object, to rove, roam; 
to go astray; to get lost; to talk or think 
senselessly, to be delirious, v.t. To 
traverse in a random way. wanderer, n. 
wandering, a. and n. 
wane (w&n) [A.-S. Iranian], v.i. To 

di minish m the illuminated portion of the 
moon; to decrease In power, etc., to 
decline, n. Act or process of waning, 
decrease. 

want (wont) [Icel. eanf], n. Lack, defi¬ 
ciency, Deed (of); privation, poverty; a 
longing for something that is required for 
happiness, etc.; that which Is so desired. 
v.t. To be without; to need, to require; 
to crave, to desire the presence or assistance 
of. v.i. To be In need; to be deficient (in); 
to be lacking, wanting, a. Absent, 
lacking; (colloq.) daft. prep. Without, 
less, save. 

wanton (won'thn) [M.E. iran/own], a. 
Sportive, playful; wild, unruly, luxuriant; 
licentious; heedless, reckless, n. A lewd 
person, esp. a woman; a trifler. v.i . To 
sport, to frolic; to act or grow unre¬ 
strainedly. wantonness, n. 
war (wdr) [O.F. werre], n. A contest 
carried on by force of arms between nations, 
or parties in the same State; a state of 
hostilities; hostile operations, armed 
attack; the military art, strategy; (fig.) 
active enmity, strife, v.i. To make or 
carry on war: to contend; to be in 
opposition, to be inconsistent, war-cry, 
n. A name or phrase formerly shouted 
in charging, etc.; a watchword; a party 
cry. war-horse, n. A charger; (fig.) 
a veteran, warlike, a. Fit or ready for 
war; fond of war, martial; threatening 
war, hostile, war-paint, n. Paint put 
on the body by savages before going into 
battle; (fig.) full dress, warship, n. 
An armed ship for use in war. 
warble [M.B. werblen, O.F. tverbler ], v.i. 
To sing in a continuous quavering or 
trilling manner (of birds); to make such 
a sound (of streams), v.t . To sing or 
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utter thus. n. Act or sound of warbling, 
warbler, n. One of a family of small 
birds comprising the nightingale, hedge- 
sparrow, robin, etc. 

ward (ward) [A.-S. weard , watchman], n. 
Watch, guard, act of guarding; confine¬ 
ment, custody; guardianship; a person 
under guardianship; an administrative or 
electoral division of a town or city; a 
separate division of a hospital, etc.; a 
projection in a lock preventing the turning 
of any but the right key. v.t. To turn 
aside, to keep (off), ward-room, n. A 
room on a warship for commissioned officers 
below the rank of commander, wardship, 
n. Guardianship, tutelage. 

-ward, -wards [A.-S. -weard , from 

weorthan , to become], tuf. Expressing 
direction as in backward, forward, out¬ 
wards, etc. 

warden (wdr'dto) [A.-F. wardein , as 
GUARD], «. A keeper, a guardian; a 
governor or president; a watchman, 
warder (whr'dfcr) [ward, -er], ». A 
keeper, a jailor, wardress, n. 
wardrobe (wor'drOb) [O.F. warderobe (as 
warden, ROBE)], n. A cabinet, cup¬ 
board, etc., where clothes are hung; a 
person’s Btock of wearing apparel, 
ware (1) (war) [A.-S. waru], n. Manu¬ 
factured articles, esp. pottery; (pi.) 
articles of merchandise, warehouse, n. 
A building in which goods are stored; a 
wholesale or large retail store, v.t. To 
deposit (furniture, bonded goods, etc.) in 
a warehouse, warehouseman, n. One 
who keeps or is employed in a warehouse, 
ware (2) (war) [A.-S. war, whence warian, 
to guard], a. Conscious, aware; cautious. 
v.t. (imper.) Beware ! keep clear of. 
warfare (wbr'f&r) [war, fare], n. A 
state of war, hostilities; (Jig.) conflict, 
strife. 

warlock (wbr'lok) [A.-S. warloga , traitor], 
n. A wizard, a sorcerer, 
warm (warm) [A.-S. wearm ], a. Being 
at a rather high temperature; ardent, 
zealous, cordial; emotional, amorous; 
excited, vehement; violent, brisk, lively 
(of a skirmish, etc.); predominantly red or 
yellow (of colours); fresh (of scent); well 
off; unpleasant, uncomfortable, v.t. To 
make warm; to excite, v.i. To become 
warm, animated, sympathetic, or enthusi¬ 
astic. warm-hearted, a. Having affec¬ 
tionate, kindly, or susceptible feelings, 
warming-pan, n. A closed metal pan 
with a long handle for holding live coals, 
formerly used to warm a bed; (fig.) a 
person who holds a post till another is 
qualified for filling it. warmly, adv. 
warmth, n. 

warn (wfirn) [A.-S. weamian, cogn. with 
WARY], v.t. To inform beforehand; to 
caution or put on one’s guard against; to 
admonish, warning, n. Act of caution¬ 
ing against danger, etc.; previous notice, 
esp. to quit one’s service; that which 
warns. 

warp (worp) [A.-S. wearp], n. The threads 


running the long way of a woven fabric; 
a rope used in towing; state of being 
twisted, a distortion in timber, etc.; a 
perversity of mind or disposition, v.t. To 
twist out of shape; to make crooked, 
distort, bias; (Naut.) to tow or move with 
a line attached to a fixed point; to run 
(yarn) off for weaving, v.i. To become 
twisted or crooked; to turn aside; to 
become perverted. 

warrant (wor'&nt) [O.F. waranf J, v.t. To 
give assurance for, to guarantee; to Justify, 
n. Authorization; sanction; anything 
that attests or bears out a statement, etc., 
a voucher; an instrument giving power to 
arrest a person, levy a distress, etc.; a 
certificate of office, warrant-officer, n. 
An officer next below a commissioned officer, 
acting under a warrant, warrantable, a. 
Defensible; old enough to be hunted (of 
deer), warrantor, n. (Law) warranty, 
n. A warrant, an authorization; (Law) a 
vendor’s undertaking that the thing sold is 
his and is fit for use, etc. 
warren (wor'6n) [O.F. warenne , as GARRI¬ 
SON], n. A ground where rabbits live and 
breed. 

warrior (wor'i-6r) [O.F. guerreier , as war], 
n. A man experienced in war, a dis¬ 
tinguished soldier. 

wart (wart) [A.-S. wearte], n. A small 
hard excrescence on the skin; a spongy 
growth on the hinder pastern of a horse, 
wart-hog, n. A large-headed African 
hog with warty excrescences on the face, 
warty, a. 

wary (war*!) [WARE ( 2 ), -Y], a. Cautious, 
watchful, etc.; circumspect; character¬ 
ized by caution, warily, adv. wariness, 
n. Caution. 

was (woz), wast, were (wSr), wert [A.-S. 
was, ware, was, waron (wceran, warun ), 
wesan, infln. (see also BE, am)], past tense 
of the v. TO BE. 

wash (wosh) [A.-S. wascari], v.t. To 
cleanse with water, etc.; to purify; to 
moisten, or dash against (as dew, waves, 
etc.); to separate the earthy parts from 
(ore); to cover with a thin coat of colour 
or metal, v.t. To cleanse (oneself); to 
wash clothes; to stand washing without 
being injured; to sweep along, etc. (of 
water), n. Act or operation of washing; 
state of being washed; a quantity of linen, 
etc., washed at one time; the motion of a 
body of water; waste kitchen-stuff used 
as food for pigs; slops; a cosmetic, a 
lotion; a thin coating of colour or metal, 
washhouse, n. A building furnished for 
washing clothes in, a laundry, wash- 
leather, n. Chamois leather, wash- 
stand, «. A piece of furniture for holding 
the ewer, basin, etc., for the toilet, washer, 
n. One who or that which washes; a 
washerwoman; a ring of metal, rubber, 
leather, etc., for placing beneath a nut 
to tighten a joint, washerwoman, n. A 
laundress, washing, n. > 
wasp (wosp) [A.-S. waps'], n. A predatory 
insect with black and yellow stripes and a 
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powerful sting; (Jig.) a spiteful or irritable 
person. 

wassail (wosl) [A.-S. wees hdl , be thou of 
good health], n. A festive occasion, a 
carouse; spiced liquor prepared for a 
wassail, wassailer, n. 
waste (w&st) [O.F. vast, L. vastus , vast], a. 
Desolate, unoccupied, untilled, devasted; 
unproductive; dismal, cheerless; super¬ 
fluous. v.t. To devastate; to wear away 
gradually; to use up unnecessarily or 
lavishly, to squander. o.<. To dwindle, 
to wither, n. Act of squandering, or 
throwing away to no purpose; state or 
process of being wasted, gradual diminu¬ 
tion of substance, strength, etc.; food, etc., 
rejected as superfluous, useless, or value¬ 
less ; a wilderness, a dreary scene, a void, 
waste-pipe, n. A discharge-pipe for 
used or superfluous water, wastage, n. 
Loss by use, decay, leakage, etc. waste¬ 
ful, a. Extravagant, using recklessly or 
unnecessarily. wastefully, adv. was¬ 
trel, n. An abandoned child, a waif; a 
profligate; a wasteful person, 
watch (woch) [A.-S. wcecce, from wacian, 
to watch], n. Act or state of watching; 
vigil, look out, waiting in a state of 
expectancy, dread, etc.; a watchman, 
a guard; a division of the night; a 
small timepiece for carrying on the 
person; the period during which each 
division of a ship’s crew is alternately 
on duty; either half into which the officers 
and crew are divided, taking duty alter¬ 
nately. v.i. To be on the watch, to be 
vigilant or expectant; to act as a guard 
(over); to keep vigil, v.t. To observe 
closely, to keep one’s eyes on; to look out 
for, to await, watch-case, n. The metal 
case enclosing the works of a watch, 
watch-dog, n. A dog kept to guard 
premises, watch-fire, n. A camp-fire, 
a signal-fire, watch-house, n. A house 
occupied by a watch or guard; a look-up. 
watchmaker, n. watchmaking, n. 
watchman, n. A guard, a sentinel, esp. 
a member of a former street patrol; one 
who guards a building, etc., at night, 
watch-night, n. The last night of the 
year, watch-spring, n. The main¬ 
spring of a watch, watch-tower, n. A 
tower of observation, watchword, n. 
A password; a motto or phrase symbolizing 
the principles of a party, etc. watcher, n. 
watchful, a. Vigilant, observant, wary, 
water (waw'Wr) [A.-S. vweter], n. A 
colourless, transparent liquid, destitute of 
taste and smell, a compound of hydrogen 
and oxygen; a sea, lake, river ( often in pL) ; 
tears, sweat, urine, and other animal 
secretions; the transparency or lustre of 
a diamond, pearl, etc. «.*. To apply 
water to; to irrigate; to furnish with water 
for drinking; to overflow with water (of 
the mouth, eyes, etc.); (Comm.) to increase 
(nominal capital) by issue of stock without 
corresponding increase of assets; (in p.p.) 
to give an undulating sheen to (silk, etc). 
v.i. To secrete, shed, or run with water 


(of the mouth, eyes, etc.); to take in 
water; to drink (of cattle, etc.), water- 
cart, n. A wheeled tank for carrying 
water or for watering the streets, water- 
closet, n. A privy with a water-supply 
for flushing, water-colour, n. A pig¬ 
ment ground up with water and mucilage; 
a water-colour painting; the art of paint¬ 
ing in water-colours, watercourse, «. 

A stream; a channel for conveyance 
of water, watercress, n. A creeping 
aquatic plant eaten as salad, waterfall, 

n. A steep descent of a river, a cascade, 
waterfowl, n. (sing, or collect, pi.) A 
bird that frequents rivers, lakes, etc. 
water-hen, n. The moor-hen. water¬ 
ing-place, n. A place where water may 
be procured for cattle, etc.; a place to 
which people resort to drink mineral 
waters or for bathing, a spa, a seaside 
resort, watering-pot, n. A vessel with 
a perforated nozzle for sprinkling water 
on plants, watering-trough, n. A 
drinking-trough for horses or cattle, 
waterish, o. water-level, n. The level 
of the sea used as datum, water-lily, n. 
A plant with large floating leaves and white 
or coloured flowers, water-line, n. 
The line up to which the hull of a vessel 
is submerged in the water, waterlogged, 

o. Soaked or flooded (of a vessel) with 
water so as to lie like a log. waterman, n, 
A boatman plying for hire; a (good or 
bad) oarsman. * water-mark, n. A mark 
indicating the level to which water rises; 
the limits of the rise and fall of the tide, 
watermark, n. A translucent design 
stamped in paper in the manufacture, 
water-mill, n. A mill driven by the 
agency of water, water-proof, a. 
Impervious to water, n. Cloth rendered 
impervious to water, a coat or other 
garment of this. v.t. To render water¬ 
proof. water-rat, n. A large aquatic vole, 
water-shed, n. A ridge between two 
river-basins or drainage-systems, water¬ 
side, n. The margin of a river, lake, 
or the sea. waterspout, n. A pheno¬ 
menon in which a whirling columa 
of water descends towards the sea, some¬ 
times connecting sea and cloud, water- 
supply, n. A system for storing and 
supplying water; the amount of water 
stored for the use of a house, works, etc. 
watertight, a. So tightly fitted as to 
retain or exclude water, waterway, n. 
A navigable channel; a fairway, water¬ 
wheel, n. A wheel moved by water and 
turning machinery, waterworks, n.pl. 
(usu. as sing.) An establishment for the 
collection and distribution of water for 
use of communities, watery, a. Con¬ 
taining much water; sodden; thin, 
transparent, like water; rainy-looking; 
consisting of water; tasteless. 

watt (wot) [James Watt (d. 1819), engineer], 
n. The unit of electric power or rate of 
work, the rate when the electromotive 
force is one volt and the intensity of 
current one ampere. 
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wattle (wotl) [A.-S. watel, hurdle, cogn, with 
waetla , bandage], ». A hurdle of wicker¬ 
work ; the fleshy lobe under the throat of 
the turkey, eto.; one of various species of 
acacia, the bark of which is used la tanning. 
v.t. To interlace, to plait, wattle-work, 
n. Wicker-work. 

wave (w&v) [A.-S. wafian\ v.i. To more 
to and fro as a flag in the wind, to flutter, 
to undulate; to be wavy; to signal (to) 
by waving, v.t. To cause to move to and 
fro, to brandish; to make wavy; to indi¬ 
cate by a waving signal, n. A moving 
ridge or long curved body of water, esp. 
one on the surface of the sea that breaks 
on the shore; {poet.) the sea; an undu¬ 
lation; act or gesture of waving; an 
intensity of some force, influence, emotion, 
etc. wavelet, n. wavy, a. wavlness, n. 
waver (wa'v6r) [freq. of wave], v.t. To 
flicker, to quiver; to falter, hesitate, 
vacillate, waverer, n. 
wax (1) (w&ks) [A.-S. wear], n. A yellow, 
plastic substance excreted by bees, bees¬ 
wax; any substance resembling beeswax, 
as vegetable wax, bee-bread, sealing-wax, 
eto. a. Waxen, v.t. To smear or treat 
with wax. wax-cloth, n. A floor-cloth, 
waxwork, n. Modelling in wax in imita¬ 
tion of living persons, fruit, flowers, eto.; 
(pi.) an exhibition of wax figures, waxen, 
a. Made or consisting of wax; resembling 
wax. 

wax (2) (w5ks) [A.-S. weazan], v.i. To 
increase gradually (esp. of the moon 
between new and full); to grow in numbers, 
strength, eto.; to become gradually, 
way (wft) FA.-S. weg], n. A road, path, 
traok; distance traversed; course or 
route between two places; direction; 
method or manner of doing something; 
a usual mode of action, an idiosyncrasy; 
one’s line of business, sphere, range; 
relation, point; condition; onward move¬ 
ment, progress, headway (esp. of a ship); 
(**.) the framework over which a ship is 
launched, way-bill, n. A list of pas¬ 
sengers in a public conveyance or of goods 
sent by a common carrier, wayfarer, n. 
A traveller, esp. a pedestrian, waylay, 
v.t. To wait in the way of with a view to 
rob, etc., to lie in wait for. way-leave, n. 
A right of way over the land of another, 
wayside, n. 

-ways [A.-8. wege*> gen. of prec.], suf. 
Forming adverbs as always , lengthways , 
straightway. 

wayward (wi'wArd) [away, -ward], o. 
Perverse, froward, freakish, obstinate, 
wa (wj) [A.-S. Dut.], nom. pi. of 1st pers. 
pron. The plural of I; used by a sove¬ 
reign, editor, writer of an unsigned article, 
etc. 

weak (w5k) [A.-8. wdc], a. Deficient in 
strength; feeble, infirm, easily fatigued; 
feeble-minded, lacking resolution or power 
of resistance, easily led; fragile, brittle, 
pliant; unreliable; deficient in quantity, 
weight, etc.; inadequate, trivial; uncon¬ 
vincing; (Gram.) inflected by the addition 


of -ed, -d, or -I to the stem in for min g the 
past tense and p.p. (of verbs), weak- 
kneed, a. Giving way easily; lacking 
in resolution, weaken, v. To make or 
become weak or weaker, weakling, n. 
A feeble person, weakly, adv. In a weak 
manner, a. Not strong; infirm, sickly 
weakness, n. Quality or state of being 
weak; a particular defect, one’s weak 
point. 

weal (1) (w51) [A.-S. t vela], %. A healthy 
or prosperous state. 

weal (2) [A.-S. walu), n. A ridge made by 
a rod or whip on the flesh. 

weald (weld) [M.E. weeld, wald ], n. A tract 
of open forest land. 


wealth (welth> [weal (1), -th], n. Biches, 
large possessions, affluence; a profusion, 
great plenty (of), wealthy, a. Bich. 
wean (w£n) [A.-S. wenian , to accustom], 
v.t. To accustom (a child or animal) to 
deprivation of the breast; to estrange 
from a habit, indulgence, etc. n. (Sc.) 
A child. 

weapon (wep'6n) [A.-S. waspen], n. A 
thing used to inflict bodily harm; any¬ 
thing used for attack or defence, 
wear (1) (war) [A.-S. uman], v.t. (past 
wore, p.p. worn) To carry on the person, 
to have on; to maintain, to exhibit; to 
waste, impair, or alter by rubbing or use; 
to fatigue or weary; to produce (a hole, 
eto.) by attrition, v.i. To be consumed, 
d imini shed, effaced, altered, etc., by 
rubbing or use; to be exhausted; to stand 
continual use (well, badly, eto.); to 
endure, to last; to pass gradually (away, 
etc.), n. Act of wearing; 6tate of being 
worn; fashion, vogue; damage by attri¬ 
tion, use, etc. wearable, o. wearer, n. 
wear (2) [veer], v.t. (past and p.p. wore) 
To bring (a ship) about tack by putting 
the helm up. v.i. To come round thus 
(of a ship). 

weary (wer'l) [A.-S. wing], a. Tired, 
exhausted; dispirited, sick (of); tiresome, 
irksome, v.t. To tire, to fatigue; to 
make weary or impatient (of), v.i. To 
become tired or fatigued; to become 
weary (of); (Sc.) to yearn, wearily, 

adv. weariness, n. wearisome, o. 
Tedious, tiresome, causing weariness, 
weasel (w6'z61) [A.-S. wesle], n. A small 
British quadruped related to the stoat, 
weather (we*/»'6r) [A.-S. weder\ n. State 
of the atmosphere with reference to 
temperature, clouds and rain, wind, 
electrical conditions, etc. v.t. To en¬ 
counter and pass through (bad weather) 
in safety; to get to windward of (a cape, 
etc.) in spite of inclement weather; to 
expose (corn, eto.) to the weather; (usu. 
in p.p.) to disintegrate or discolour (rock, 
masonry, etc.) by this. v.i. To stand the 
effects of weather; to disintegrate, etc. 
through exposure, weatherbeaten, a. 
Seasoned by exposure to storms, weather¬ 
bound, a. Detained by bad weather, 
weathercock, n. A revolving vane to 
show the direction of the wind; (fig.) ao 
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Inconstant person, weather-glass, «. 
A barometer, weather-wise, a. Skilful 
in forecasting the weather, weatherly, a. 
Presenting such lateral resistance to the 
water as to make little leeway (of a ship), 
weathermost, a. Farthest to windward, 
weave (wev) [A.-S. toefan ], v.t. (past 
wove, p.p. woven, wove) To form 
(yarns, etc.) into a fabric by interlacing; 
to produce (cloth, etc.) thus; (fig.) to 
interweave (details) into a story, theory, 
etc. v.t. To make fabrics by interlacing 
threads, etc. weaver, n. One who 
weaves; a finch-like bird of warm 
climates, constructing nests of woven grass, 
web (web) [A.-S.], n. A woven fabric; a 
cobweb or similar structure woven by 
caterpillars; a large roll of paper from the 
mill; membrane between the toes of 
swimming-birds, etc. web-foot, ». One 
with the digits connected by a web. web¬ 
footed,-toed, o. webbed, a. webbing, 
n. A strong woven band used for girths, 
seat-bottoms, etc. 

wed (wed) [A.-S. weddiari] % v.t. (past and 
p.p. wedded) To marry; to give in 
marriage, v.t. To marry, wedded, a. 
Married; pertaining to matrimony; 
intimately united, wedding, n. A mar¬ 
riage ceremony with the accompanying 
festivities, wedding-day, n. The day 
of a marriage or its anniversary, 
wedge (wej) [A.-S. wecg], n. A tapering 
piece of wood or metal used for splitting 
wood, rocks, etc., for exerting pressure, etc., 
forming one of the mechanical powers; 
anything in the shape of a wedge, v.t. 
To cleave, fix, or fasten with a wedge; to 
crowd or push (in), as a wedge forces its 
way. 

wedlock (wed'lok) [A.-S. wedl&k ], n. 

Matrimony, the married state. 

Wednesday (wenz'da, -di) [A.-S. Wodnes 
dceg , Woden’s day], n. The fourth day 
of the week. 

wee (w5) [M.E., a bit], a. Very small, 
tiny. 

weed (wed) [A.-S. wSod], n. A useless or 
troublesome wild plant; (fig.) any useless 
intrusive thing; a leggy horse; (colloq.) 
a cigar, v.t. To clear (ground) of weeds; 
to sort out useless or inferior elements, etc. 
the weed : Tobacco, weedy, a. 
weeds (wedz) [A.-S. t ocede, garment], n.pl. 

Mourning worn by a widow, 
week (wek) [A.-S. vice], n. A period of 
seven days, esp. from Sunday to Saturday 
inclusively; the six working days, exclud¬ 
ing Sunday, weekday, n. Any day 
except Sunday, week-end, n. The days 
ending one and beginning the following 
week (usu. Saturday-Monday); v.t. To 
make a holiday, etc., on these, week¬ 
ender, n. weekly, a. Happening, 
issued, or done once a week or every week; 
lasting a week; reckoned by the week. 
adv. Once a week; week by week. n. 
A weekly periodical. 

: ween (wen) [A.-S. wenari], v.i. To be of 
opinion; to think, fancy. 


weep (w§p) [A.-S. toepan ], v.i. (past and 
p.p. wept) To shed tears; (fig.) to drip, 
to exude, v.t. To lament, to bewail; to 
exhaust with weeping, weeping-ash, 
-willow, n. An ash or willow with 
delicate pendulous branches, 
weevil (we'vil) [A.-S. wifel], ». A small 
beetle feeding on grain, nuts, etc. wee- 
villed, weevilly, a. 

weft (weft) [A.-S. from t oefan, to weave], n. 
The threads passing through the warp 
from selvedge to selvedge, the woof; a 
web. 

weigh (w5) [A.-S. vegan, to carry], v.t. To 
find the weight of; to be equivalent to in 
weight; (fig.) to ponder, to estimate the 
relative value of; to raise fan anchor), 
v.t. To have a specified weight; to be 
weighed; (fig.) to have influence; to be 
oppressive (upon); to start on a voyage, 
weigh-bridge, n. A machine with a 
platform on which carts, etc., are weighed, 
weight (w5t) [A.-S. getoilit, as prec.], n. 
Heaviness, ponderosity, esp. as expressed 
in terms of some standard unit; a scale 
of units of weight; a piece of metal of 
known weight used with scales for weigh¬ 
ing; a heavy mass used for mechanical 
purposes, as in a clock; a heavy load, a 
burden, pressure; importance, conse¬ 
quence. v.t. To attach a weight to, to 
burden (lit. and fig.); to load, to adulter¬ 
ate. weighty, a. 

weir (wer) [A.-S. i oer], n. A dam across 
a stream for raising the level of the water 
above it; stakes, nets, etc., set in a stream 
to catch fish. 

weird (werd) [A.-S. vyrd], n. Fate, 
destiny, a. Pertaining to this; un¬ 
earthly, uncanny; strange, weirdness, n. 
welcome (wel'kdm) [A.-S. villa, pleasure, 
cuma, comer], a. Admitted or received 
with pleasure; producing satisfaction; 
gladly permitted fto do, etc.), n. A kind 
or cordial reception or entertainment of 
a new-comer; a willing acceptance of an 
offer, v.t. To greet (a new-comer) 
cordially; to entertain with kindness; to 
receive with pleasure, 
weld (weld) [well (2), to boil up], v.t. 
To unite (pieces of metal) by hammering 
after they have been softened by heat; 
to make thus; (fig.) to unite into a coherent 
mass. n. A joint or junction by welding, 
welfare (wel'far) [well (1), pare], n. 
Prosperity, health, well-being, success, 
welkin (wel'kin) [A.-S. wolcnu, clouds], n. 
(poet.) The sky, the vault of heaven, 
well (1) (wel) [A.-S. toeC], adv. (comp. 
better, superl. best) In a good manner, 
properly, satisfactorily; happily, fortu¬ 
nately, successfully; fully, perfectly, 
sufficiently; heartily; with kindness, on 
good terms; justly, fairly, befittingly. a. 
(predicative only) In good health; in a 
satisfactory state or circumstances, int. 
Expressing astonishment, resignation, 
etc.; often introductory to resuming one’s 
discourse, well-advised, a. Prudent, 
judicious, wise, well-being, n. Welfare. 
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well-bred, a. Of good manners; of 
pure stock, well-found, a. Well-ap¬ 
pointed. well-meaning, a. Having 
good intentions, wellnigh, adv. Almost, 
nearly, well-read, o. Having wide 
knowledge gained from books, well- 
spoken, a. Speaking well, eloquent; of 
good disposition, well-to-do, a. In 
good circumstances, prosperous, well- 
wisher, n. A person who wishes well to one. 
well (2) (wel) [A.-S. t oella\ n. A shaft 
bored in the ground to obtain water, oil, 
etc.; a hole more or less resembling this ; 
a space in the middle of a building enclosing 
the stairs or a lift or for light and ventila¬ 
tion; (Jig.) a source, v.i. To spring 
(forth) as a fountain, well-sinker, n. 
One who digs or sinks wells. 

*weliaday (wel-A-da'), wellaway (-wa') 
[A.-S. wa IS id d, woe, lo l woe], int. An 
exclamation of sorrow or despair. 
Wellington (wel'ing-ton) [after the first 
Duke], n. A boot coming to the knee and 
cut away behind it. 

Welsh (welsh) [A.-S. wcelisc. foreign], a. 
Pertaining to Wales or its inhabitants, n 
The language of the Welsh; the Welsh 
people, v. To cheat on a racecourse 
by making off without paying, welsher, 
». One who welshes, welsh rarebit, 
often rabbit: Cheese melted and spread 
over toasted bread. 

welt (welt) [M.E. welie] % n. A strip of 
leather between the upper and the sole 
of a boot for sewing them together, 
welter (1) (wel't6r) [M.E. toeltren ], v.i. To 
roll, to tumble about; to wallow. ». A 
turmoil, a confusion. 

welter (2) [?}, a. ( Horse-racing , etc.) 

Heavy-weight. 

wen (wen) [A.-S. wenri), ». An indolent 
tumour, usu. occurring on the neck; 
(Jig.) an abnormal growth, 
wench (wench) [A.-S. wencel, infant], n. 
(now vulg.) A girl or young woman. 

*wend (wend) [A.-S. wendan , to turn], v.t. 
To go or direct (one’s way). *.*. To go. 
werwolf (wer'wuif) [A.-S. werewolf (from 
wer, man, WOLF)], n. A person turned or 
supposed to have the power of turning 
himself into a wolf. 

Wesleyan (wes'li-4n), a. Of or belonging 
to the Church founded by John Wesley 
(d. 1791). ». A member of this, 
west (west) [A.-8.], adv. At or towards the 
quarter opposite the east, or where the 
sun seta at the equinox, n. The cardinal 
point exactly opposite the east; the region 
lying opposite to the east; a wind blowing 
from the west. o. Being, lying, or living 
in the west; blowing from the west, 
west-south-west, a., n., and adv. 

westering, a. Passing to the west (of 
the sun), westerly, o. Being in, situ¬ 
ated, or directed towards the west; 
blowing from the west. adv. Towards 
the west, western, adv. n., and a. 
westerner, n. westing, n. Distance 
travelled or amount Of deviation towards 
the west, westward, a. and adv. 


wet (wet) [A.-S. wdkt\ a. Moistened, soaked, 
covered with, or containing water or other 
liquid; rainy; all owing sale of alcohol, 
opp. to prohibitionist, n. Wetness, 
moisture; rain, v.t. To make wet; to 
moisten, drench, or soak with liquid, 
wet-nurse, n. A woman employed to 
suckle a child not her own. wettish, a. 
wether (weth'tr) [A.-S.], n. A castrated 
ram. 

wey (wft) [A.-S. wcege, weight], ». A 
weight varying with different articles (of 
wool, 182 lb.; oats and barley, 48 bushels; 
cheese, 224 lb.; salt, 40 bushels), 
whack (hw&k) [imit.], v.t. To strike 
heavily, to thwack, n. A heavy blow, 
a thwack; (slang) a share, whacking, n. 
A thrashing. 

whale (hwal) [A.-S. AirceZ], n. A large 
marine fish-like mammal, v.i. To engage 
in whale-fishing, whalebone, n. A horny, 
elastic substanoe occurring in long, thin 
plates, found in the palate of certain 
whales, whaler, n. A whale-man; a 
ship employed in whaling, whaling-gun, 
n. A gun for firing harpoons at whales, 
whale-oil, n. Oil obtained from the 
blubber of whales; spermaceti, 
wharf (hworf) [A.-S. hwerL bank, dam], n. 
(pi. -ves) A landing-place for cargoes, 
a quay, a pier. v.t. To moor at a wharf; 
to deposit goods on a wharf, wharfage, n. 
wharfinger (hwOr'fin-jer), n. One who 
owns or has charge of a wharf, 
what (hwot) [A.-S. hwcet, nent. of hwd, 
WHO], pron. (interrog.) Which thing or 
things (often used ellipt.); (rel.) that 
which, those which, the things that; how 
much 1 (as an exclamation), a. Which 
thing, kind, amount, etc. (in questions); 
how great, remarkable, ridioulous, etc. (ex¬ 
clamatory); (rel.) such as, as much or as 
many as, any that. adv. (interrog.) To 
what extent, in what respect? whate’er 
(-&T), pron. (poet.) Whatever, what¬ 
ever, pron. Anything soever that; all 
that which, a. No matter what (thing 
or things), whatnot, n. A piece of 
furniture with shelves for ornaments, 
books, etc. 

whatsoever (hwot-so-ev'6r), -soe’er (-fir') 
pron. and a. (poet.) whatever. * 

wheat (hwet) [A.-S. hwcete], n. An annual 
cereal grass the grain of which is ground 
into flour for bread, wheat-ear, n. An 
ear of wheat, wheaten, a. 
wheatear (hwet'er), n. The stone-chat 
or whitetail. 

wheedle (hwedl) [?], v.t. To gain over, to 
persuade by coaxing or flattery; to 
cajole; to obtain from thus, wheed- 
lingly, adv. 

wheel (hw€l) [A.-S. hwiol], n. A circular 
frame or solid disk turning on its axis; a 
machine consisting principally of a wheel, as 
a spinning-wheel, potter’s wheel, steering- 
wheel, etc.; an old instrument of torture 
for breaking the limbs; act of wheeling, a 
revolution, v.t. To move (a wheeled 
vehicle) in some direction; to cause to 
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turn on a pivot, v.i. To turn or swing 
round thus; to change direction; to 
gyrate; to ride a cycle, wheelbarrow, 
n. A barrow on a single wheel, with two 
handles, wheel-house, n. A shelter 
for the steersman, wheelwright, n. A 
man who makes wheels, etc. 

wheeze (hwSz) [A.-S. hwSsan ], v.i. To 
breathe with an audible sound, as in 
asthma, wheezy, a. 

whelk (hwelk) [A.-S. w'ZecI, n. A marine 
spiral-shelled sea-snail used for food. 

whelp (hwelp) [A.-S. hwdp], n, A pup; 
a cub; an offensive or ill-bred youth. 

when (hwen) [A.-S. hwasnne. interrog. 
proa., WHO], adv. (interrog.) At what or 
which time? (pel.) at which (time), at 
the time that, at whatever time; as soon 
as; at or Just after; and then; while 
(often eilipt. with pres.p.). pron. What 
or which time, whenever, whene’er, 
adv. At whatever time, whensoever, 
adv. At what time soever. 

whence (hwens) [M.E. tohennes , A.-S. 
hwanan\ adv. (interrog.) Prom what 
place or which, where from? how? (rel.) 
from which place, source, etc.; wherefore; 
(eilipt.) to or at the place from which. 
pron. What or which place. 

where (hw&r) [A.-S. Awdr], adv. (interrog.) 
At or in what place, oase, circumstances, 
etc.; whither, in what direction; (rel.) in 
which (place or places), in or to the 
direction, etc., in which, pron. What or 
which place, whereabouts', adv. Near 
what or which place roughly, n. (war'-) 
The approximate locality, whereas (-&z'), 
conj. The fact or case being that, consider¬ 
ing that; when in reality, whereat (-St'), 
adv. At which, whereby, adv. By 
whieh means, where'fore, adv. For 
what reason? why? on which account, n. 
The reason why. wherein (-in'), adv. 
In what place, respect, etc., 1 b which 
thing, place, respect, etc. whereof (-o/), 
adv. Of what? of which or whom, 
whereon (-on'), adv. On which or what, 
wheresoev'er, adv. In or to what place 
soever, whereto (-too'), adv. To what 
place or end. whereupon', adv. Upon 
which; In oonsequenee of or immediately 
after which, wherev'er, (poet.) where’er 
(-ar'), adv. At, in, or to whatever plaoe. 
wherewith (-wi*A'), adv. With what? 
with which, wherewithal (-awl'), adv. 
Wherewith, n. (w&r'-) The necessary 
means, esp. money. 

wherry (hwer'i) [7], n. A light shallow 
rowing-boat for plying on rivers, wherry- 
man, n. 

whet (hwet) [A.-S. hwast, keen], v.t. To 
sharpen by rubbing on a stone; (fig.) to 
excite, stimulate, whetstone, n. A piece 
of stone for sharpening cutlery. 

Whether (hwe/A'^r) [A.-S. hwcether], pron. 
Which of the two? coni. Introducing an 
indirect question in the form of an alterna¬ 
tive clause followed by an alternative or, 
or not, or or whether t or with the alternative 
unexpressed. 


whey (hwft) [A.-S. hwoeg], n. The watery 
part of milk that remains after the curds 
have been separated, wheyey, a. 
which (hwich) [A.-S. hwile, whilic (WHO, 
-LIKE)], pron. (interrog.) What person, 
thing, person(») or thing(s) of a definite 
number; (rel.') representing in a clause 
a noun in tne principal sentence, a. 
(interrog.) What (person, etc.) of a definite 
number; (rel.) used with a noun defining 
an indefinite antecedent, whichever, 
whichsoever, a. and pron. (emphat.) 
Which (person or thing) of two or more, 
whiff (hwif) [imit.], n. A sudden expulsion 
of smoke, etc., a puff, a light gust of odour. 
v. To puff or blow lightly, 
whig (hwig) [obs. whiggamer , Sc. nickname 
for buyers of corn at Leith], n. A member 
of the political party opposed to the Court 
party or Tories; a Liberal, whiggery, 
whlggism, n. whiggish, a. 
while (hwfl) [A.-S. hwil\, n. A space of 
time, esp. during which something happens. 
conj. During the time that, as long as, at 
the same time as ; whereas, whilst, 
conj. While. 

whim (hwim) [Teel, hvima, to wander with 
the eyes], n. A sudden fancy, a caprice, 
whimsical, a. Pull of whims; odd- 
looldng, curious, fantastic. whimsical'- 
ity, n. 

whimbrel (hwim'br^l) [imit. of cry], n. 
A small curlew. 

whimper (hwim'pte) [freq. of WHIM], v.i. 
To cry with a low, whining voice; to 
whine, v.t. To utter in such a tone. n. 
A low, querulous cry. 

whin (hwin) [Scand.], n. Furze, gorge, 
whinchat, n. A small bird, the stone- 
chat. 

whine (hwin) [A.-S. hwlnan ], v.i. To make 
a plaintive, long-drawn cry; to complain 
in a peevish way. v.t. To utter with a 
whine or peevishly, n. A whining cry; 
a mean or unmanly complaint, 
whinny (hwin'i) [freq. of whine], v.i. To 
neigh gently; act or sound of this, 
whinstone (hwin'stdn) [?], n. A very 
hard unstratified rock, as basalt or 
quartzoee sandstone. 

whip (hwip) [Teut.], v.t. To snatch, to jerk 
(away, etc.); to lash, flog; to urge (on) 
with a whip; to beat (cream, etc.) into a 
froth; to fish (a stream) by casting a line 
over the water; to bind closely with 
twine, etc.; to oversew (a seam) with 
close stitches, v.i. To move or start 
suddenly, to dart (out, in, etc.), n. A lash 
tied to a handle or rod for driving horses, 
etc., or for punishing persons; a coachman 
or driver; a whipper-in; a M.P. appointed 
unofficially to summon the members of 
his party to divisions, etc.; a summons 
sent out thus, whip-cord, n. A hard 
twisted cord for making a whip, whip- 
hand, n. The hand holding the whip; 
(fig.) the advantage, whip-top, n. A 
top kept spinning with a whip, whipper, 
n. whipper-in, n. A man employed 
to assist the huntsman by looking after 
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tilt hounds, whipper-snapper, n. A 
presuming, insignificant person, 
whippet (hwip'St) [?], n. A racing-dog, 
a cross between the greyhound and terrier, 
whir (hwer) [M.E. whirr], v.i. To move or 
fly quickly with a whizzing sound, n. 
This sound. 

whirl (hw€rl) [Ioel. hvirfla ], v.t. To swing 
round and round, or cause to fly round, 
with great velocity; to carry (along) 
rapidly; to hurl. v.i. To turn round and 
round rapidly, to spin; to travel rapidly 
in a circular course; to move along swiftly; 
to be giddy, n. A whirling motion, 
whirlpool,«. An eddy or vortex, whirl¬ 
wind, n. A funnel-shaped column of 
air moving spirally round an axis and 
progressing, whirligig, ». A child’s 
spinning toy; a merry-go-round; (fig.) 
a rotation. 

whisk (hwisk) [Scand.], v.t. To sweep or 
flap (away or off); to carry off suddenly; 
to wave about quickly; to beat up 
(eggs, etc.), v.i. To move swiftly or 
suddenly, n. A whisking movement; 
a small brush for flapping away flies, 
dust, etc.; an instrument for beating up 
eggs. etc. whisker, ». Hair growing 
on the cheeks of a man, or on tbe upper 
lip of a cat or other animal, whiskered, 
a. Having whiskers. 

whisky (1) (hwis'ki) [Gael, uisge (beatha), 
water (of life), usquebaugh)], n. An 
ardent spirit distilled from barley, rye, 
etc. 

whisky (2) [WHISK], n. A light one- 
horse gig. 

whisper (hwis'p6r) [0. Northumbrian, 
hvisprian], v.i. To speak in a low voice 
so as not to be overheard; to converse 
privately; to plot. v.t. To tell or bid 
in s whisper; to disseminate thus. n. A 
whispering tone or voice; a whispered 
remark; an insinuation, a rumour, whis¬ 
pering, n. 

whist (1) (hwist) [imit.], int. Hush! 
silence ! 

whist (2) [whisk, in alln. to the sweep¬ 
ing up of the cards], n. A card game, 
usu. for four, played with the full pack of 
52 cards. 

whistle (hwisl) [A.-S. hwistlian (imit.)], 
v.i. To make a shrill musical sound by 
forcing the breath through the lips or 
with an instrument; to emit such a 
sound (of an engine, birds, a flying missile, 
the wind, etc.), v.t. To emit (a tune, 
etc.) by whistling; to signal to thus. n. 
A whistling sound or note; an instrument 
for producing such. 

whit (hwit) [A.-S. wiht ], n. A jot, an 
iota. 

white (hwit) [A.-S. hwli], a. Being of the 
colour produced by reflection of all the 
visible rays in sunlight as of pure show, 
common salt, eto.; pale, light-com- 
plexioned, bloodless, colourless; pure, 
stainless; innooent; silvery or hoary, 
as from age. n. A white colour; a 
member of one of the paler races, a Euro¬ 


pean; a white part of anything; (pi.) 
white clothes; superior flour, white¬ 
bait, n. The fry of several kinds of fish, 
white frost: Hoar-frost, white heat: 
The degree of heat at which bodies be¬ 
come incandescent; (fig.) a high pitch of 
passion, eto. white-hot, a. white lead : 
Carbonate of lead, esp. used as basis of 
white oil-paint. white-livered, a. 
Cowardly, white metal; A cheap 
alloy imitating silver, whitesmith, -w. 
A tinsmith; one who finishes or gal¬ 
vanizes ironwork, whitethorn, n. The 
hawthorn, whitethroat, n. A small 
warbler, whitewash, n. A mixture used 
for whitening walls, ceilings, etc.; (fig.) 
a false colouring given to one to counter¬ 
act disreputable allegations. v.t. To 
cover with whitewash; (fig.) to dear 
from imputations; to clear a bankrupt 
of his debts by judicial process, whiten, 
v.t. and t. whiteness, n. whitening, n. 
Act of making white; state of becoming 
white; whiting for whitewashing, etc. 
whitish, a. 

whither (bwil/Zer) [A.-S. hwider], adv. 
(interrog To what or which place, 
where; (rel.) to which; wheresoever. 
whithersoeVer, adv. To what place 
soever. 

whiting fhwi'ting) [white, -ing], n. 
Fine chalk prepared for use in white¬ 
washing, polishing, etc.; a small sea- 
fish, used for food. 

whitlow (hwit'15) [ quick-flaw, a flaking 
off of the skin round the quick], n. An 
inflammatory tumour, esp. on a finger. 

whitsun (hwit'sun) [white, Sunday, from 
the white garment commonly worn at 
this festival], a. Pertaining to Whit¬ 
suntide. Whitsuntide, n. Whit-Sunday 
and the following days. 

whittle (hwitl) [A.-S. thwitan , to pare], 
v.t. To trim, shave, or cut slices off with 
a knife; to reduce, pare away. 

whity (hwl'ti) [white, -y], a. Whitish (as 
in tohity-brown, between white and brown). 

whiz (hwiz) [imit.], v.i. To make a hissing 
sound, n. A whizzing sound. 

who (hoo) [A.-S. hwS], pron. (obj. whom, 
hoom, post, whose, hooz) (interrog.) 
What or which person or persons? (rel.) 
that (identifying the subjeet or object 
in a relative clause with that of the 
principal clause), whoev'er, whoe’er 
(-ar') (poet.), whosoev'er, pron. (obj. 
whomever, etc.) Any one, no matter 
who. 

whole (bSl) [A.-S. hal, hale (1)], a. Sound, 
in good health; unimpaired, intact; 
composed of units, not fractional, n. A 
thing complete in all its parts, units, etc.; 
the entirety; a complete system, an 
organic unity, whole-hearted, a. Done 
or intended with all one’s heart; cordial, 
sincere, whole-length, a. Exhibiting 
the whole figure (of a portrait), whole 
meal; Flour not deprived of a portion 
of its constituents by bolting, whole¬ 
sale, n. The sale of goods in large 
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quantities as dist. from retail, a. Buy¬ 
ing or selling thus. 

wholesome (hol'som) [whole, -some], a. 
Tending to promote health; promoting 
moral or mental health, not morbid; 
dean; ‘healthy, sound, 
wholly (hfil'li) [WHOLE, -LY], adv. En¬ 
tirely, completely; totally, exclusively, 
whoop (hoop) [M.E. houpen\ v.i. To cry 
out loudly in excitement, encouragement, 
exultation, etc.; to hallo, v.t . To urge 
(on) or to mock at with loud cries, n. 
The cry “ whoop ”; a loud shout of ex¬ 
citement, encouragement, etc.; the sound 
made in whooping-cough, whooping- 
cough, n. An infectious disease, esp. of 
children, characterized by a violent 
cough. 

whore (hor) [Icel. hOra , adulteress], n. 
(not in polite use) A prostitute, a courtezan. 
v.i. To patronize prostitutes, whore¬ 
dom, n. whoremonger, ». A forni¬ 
cator. 

whorl (hwOrl) [WHIRL], n. A ring of 
leaves, sepals, or other organs on a plant; 
one turn of a spiral. 

whortleberry (kwertl'b6r-i) [A.-S. horta, 
BERRY], n. The bilberry, 
why (hwl) [A.-S. hw i], adv. (interrog.) For 
what reason ? (rel.) on account of which. 
n. The reason, explanation, or purpose 
of anything, int. Expressing surprise, 
etc. 

wick (wik) [A.-S. trice], n. A piece of 
fibrous material used in a eandle or lamp 
to convey the melted grease or oil to the 
flame. 

wicked (wik'6d) [obs. wikke, cogn. with 
weak], a. Sinful, addicted to evil or 
vice; immoral, depraved; mischievous, 
wickedness, n. 

wicker (wik'er) [Scand.], n. Twigs or 
osiers plaited, a. Made of this, wicker¬ 
work, n. and a. 

wicket (wik'6t) TA.-F. wiket], n. A small 
door, esp. one close to or forming part of 
a large one; (Cricket) a set of three 
stumps surmounted by two bails at which 
the bowler directs the ball; the ground 
on which this is set up. 
wide (wld) [A.-S. trid], a. Having great 
relative extent from side to side, broad; 
far-extending; spacious; not restricted, 
free, liberal, comprehensive; considerably 
distant from a mark, point, purpose, etc. 
adv. Widely; to a great distance, ex 
tensively; far from the mark. n. 

(Cricket) A ball bowled too far to the 
side, wideawake, a. Alert, wary; know¬ 
ing. n. A soft felt hat with a broad 
brim, widespread, o. Widely dissemi¬ 
nated. widen, v. widish, a. 
widgeon (wij'on) [L. vipio, a small crane], 
n. A migratory wild duck, 
widow (wid'd) [A.-S. widwe], n. A woman 
who has lost her husband by death and 
remains unmarried, v.t. To bereave of a 
husband, widower, n. A man who has 
lost his wife by death and remains un¬ 
married. widowhood, n. 


width (width) [WIDE -TH], n. Extent 
from side to side, breadth. 

wield (w§ld) [A.-S. wealdan, to govern], 
v.t. To have the management of; to 
sway; to use or employ, wieldable, o. 
wielder, wieldy, a. Manageable. 

wife (wif) [A.-S. w\f\ n. A married woman, 
esp. in relation to her husband, wife¬ 
hood, n. wifely, o. 

wig (wig) [periwig], n. A false head of 
hair, worn to conceal baldness, as a 
disguise, or (by judges, livery servants, eto.) 
as part of an official costume, wigged, a. 
wigging, n. A reprimand, a scolding. 

•wight (wit) [as whit], n. A person. 

wigwam (wig'wom) [Algonkin, weekouo- 
mut, in his house], n. A N. Am. Indian 
hut or tent. 

wild (wild) [A.-S. wilde], a. Living in 
a state of nature; not tamed or culti¬ 
vated (of animals and plants); aavage; 
irregular, desert, uninhabited; disorderly 
in conduct, lawless, reckless, rash; 111- 
considered, imprudent, extravagant; un¬ 
governed; stormy, furious; anxiously 
eager; mad (with); excited (about); 
shy, easily startled, n. A desert, wild¬ 
fowl, n. (collect.) Birds pursued sis game, 
esp. waterfowl, wildish, a. wildly, 
adv. wildness, n. 

wilderness (wiTd6r-n6s) [A.-S. wilder , wild 
animal, -NESS], n. An uninhabited or 
uncultivated land; a waste, a scene of 
disorder. 

wile (wll) [A.-S. wll], n. A trick, a 
stratagem, v.t. To entice, to cajole 
(into, etc.). 

wilful (wil'fCil) [WILL (2), -FUL], a. Inten¬ 
tional, deliberate; done of one’s own free 
will, not accidental; due to malice; self- 
willed, perverse, wilfully, adv. wilful- 
ness, n. 

will (1) (wil) [A.-S. willan], v.t. (past 
and cond. would, wud, 2nd sing, wouldest, 
wouldst, colloq. neg. won’t, wont, 
wouldn’t, wudnt), v.t. To desire, wish, 
choose, want (a thing, that, etc.); to 
consent (to); to resolve, to determine; 
to direct or cause (a hypnotized person) 
to act in a specified way; to bequeath by 
will. v.i. To exercise will-power, v.aux. 
(in 2nd and Zrd pers., or in 1st pers. in 
reported statement) To be about or going 
to; (in 1st pers.) to intend, have a mind 
to; to be certain or probable, must, 
willing, a. Not averse or reluctant (to); 
cheerfully acting, given, etc. willingly, 
adv. willingness, n. will-power, n. 
would-be, pref. Desirous, vainly aspir¬ 
ing to be. 

will (2) (wil) [A.-S. willa], n. The mental 
power by which one initiates or controls 
one’s activities; exercise of this power, 
a choice, an intention, a fixed purpose; 
determination, energy of character; that 
which is willed or determined upon; 
arbitrary disposal; disposition towards 
others; the legal declaration of one’s 
intentions as to disposal of his property 
after death. 
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will-o’-the-wisp (wil'6-fAA-wisp') [TFtl- 
xam % wisp], n. An ignis fatuus. 
willow (wil'6) [A.-S. v>elig] % n. A tree or 
shrub with long, slender, pliant branches, 
usu. growing near water; a cricket-bat 
made from its wood, willowy, a. 
Graceful, like a willow, 
willy nilly (wil'i-nil-i) [will A«, nill he], 
adv. Willingly or unwillingly, a. Vacil¬ 
lating. 

wilt (wilt) [?], v.i. To wither, to droop; 
to lose freshness, v.t. To cause to tvilt. 
wily (wITi) [wile, -T], o. Using or full of 
wiles; cunning, crafty, wilily, adv. 
wiliness, n. 

wimple (wimpl) [A.-S. winpet] t n. A 
covering for the head, formerly worn by 
women and still by some nuns, 
win (win) [A.-S. winnan , to fight], v.t. 
(past and p.p. won, wfin) To gain or 
achieve by struggling, superiority, toil, 
etc., to earn; to be victorious in; to 
reach; to charm (in pres.p .); to per¬ 
suade, to gain over. v.i. To be success¬ 
ful in a fight, contest, wager, etc.; to 
make one’s way by effort (to, etc.), n. 
(colloq .) A success, a victory, winner, n. 
winning, a. That wins; attractive, 
charming, n.pl. Amount won. win¬ 
ning-post, n. A post marking the end 
of a race. 

wince (wins) [cogn. with WINK], v.i. To 
shrink or recoil, as from trouble or a blow, 
n. Act of wincing. 

wincey (win'si), [ ?fn. A cotton cloth with 
wool filling. 

winch (winch) [A.-S. wince], n. A wind¬ 
lass ; a crank turning an axle, etc. 
wind (1) (wind, poet, wind) [A.-S.], n. 
Air in motion, a breeze, a gale; {collect.) 
wind-instruments; breath; long power; 
a part near the stomach a blow on which 
causes temporary inability to breathe; 
(Jig.) meaningless talk; flatulence; scent 
carried on the wind; a hint or Indication 
(of), v.t. (wind, past and p.p. wound) 
To sound (a horn, etc.) by blowing; 
(wind, past and p.p. winded) to perceive 
the presence of by scent; to put out of 
breath; to enable to recover breath by 
resting, etc. wind-bag, n. A bag in¬ 
flated with wind; (Jig.) a man of mere 
words, a long-winded speaker, windfall, 
n. Something blown down by the wind; 
(Jig.) unexpected good fortune, wind- 
gauge, «. An instrument for showing 
the force or pressure of the wind, wind¬ 
hover (wind'hfiv-fcr), ». The kestrel, 
wind-instrument, «. A musical instru¬ 
ment in which the tones are produced by 
the vibration of an air-column forced into 
the pipes, reeds, etc., by a bellows or the 
mouth, windmill, n. A mill driven by 
the action of the wind on sails; (Jig. pi.) 
chimeras, windpipe, n. The breathing 
passage, the trachea, windward, n. 
The direction from which the wind blows. 
a. Lying in or directed towards this. 
adv. In this direction, windy, a. 
wind (2) (wind) [A.-S. windan] t v.i. (past 


and p.p. wound, wound) To turn, go, oi 
be twisted in a spiral or tortuous course 
or shape; to meander; to proceed cir* 
cuitously, to insinuate oneself (into, etc.). 
v.t. To cause to turn spirally, to wrap, 
twine, or ooil; to entwine; to pursue 
(one’s course) in a sinuous way; to hoist 
by means of a windlass, eto. to wind 
up: To coil up; (Jig.) to put ready for 
activity; to conclude; to arrange the 
final settlement of the affairs of (a busi¬ 
ness, etc.); to go into liquidation, wind* 
ing-engine, n. A hoisting engine, 
winding-sheet, ft. The sheet in which a 
corpse is wrapped. 

windlass (wind'l&s) [M.K. windelas , led. 
vinda. to WIND (2), Oss t pole], n. A 
cylinder on an axle turned by a crank, 
used for hoisting or hauling, 
window (win'do) [Icel. vindaugd], n. An 
opening in a building, vehicle, etc., with 
the glazed framework filling it, for the 
admission of light and air. window*, 
sash, «. A frame in which panes at 
glass for windows are set. 
wine (win) [A.-S. td», L. ef num], n. The 
fermented juice of grapes, or of certain 
fruits in imitation of this, wineglass, n. 
A small glass for drinking wine from. wine¬ 
press, ». An apparatus in which grapes 
are pressed; the place in which this Is 
done. 

wing (wing) [M.E. wingi, vtenge , Icel. vccngr], 
n. One of the organs of flight in birds, 
insects, etc.; a supporting part of a fiying- 
machlne; (Jig.) flight, power of flight; 
a part of a building, army, bone, etc., 
projecting laterally; (Theat., pi.) the sides 
of the stage, v.t. To furnish with wings; 
to traverse on wings; to wound in the 
wing, wing-case, sheath, n. The homy 
cover protecting the wings of ooleop- 
terous insects. 

wink (wink) [A.-S. trinaan], v.i. To dose 
and open (of an eye); to give a sign or 
signal by such a motion; to blink; (Jig.) 
to twinkle, v.t. To close and open (an 
eye or the eyes), n. Act of winking, 
esp. as a signal; a hint, 
winkle (wink!) [A.-S. wine-wincla], n. An 
edible sea-snail, a periwinkle, 
winnow (win'S) [A.-S. windwian], v.t. To 
separate and drive the chaff from (grain); 
(fig.) to sift, sort; to analyse thoroughly, 
winsome (win'sdm) [A.-S. wynn , joy, 
-SOME], a. Winning, charming, attrac¬ 
tive. 

winter (win't6r) [A.-S.], n. The cold 
season of the year; (Jig.) a period of 
inactivity, a cheerless state of things, 
winter-garden, n. A large conservatory 
for plants, wintry, a. 
wipe (wip) [A.-8. i oipian]. v.t. To rub 
with something soft in order to clean or 
dry. v.i. To strike (at), ft. The act 
of wiping; a sweeping blow, 
wire (wir) [A.-S. tcir], n. Metal drawn out 
into a thread of uniform diameter; such 
a rod, thread, or strand of metal; (fig.) 
the telegraph, a telegraphic message. 
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v.t. To apply wire to, to fasten, bind, 
stiffen or snare with wire. ( colloq .) to tele¬ 
graph to. v.i. To send a telegram, wire¬ 
draw, v.t. (p.p. -drawn) To draw (metal) 
into wire; (Jig.) to over-refine (an argument, 
etc.), wire-haired, a. Having stiff, 
wiry hair, wire-puller, n. (fig.) A 
politician, etc., working behind the scenes, 
wireworm, n. A larva destructive to 
roots of vegetables, etc. wireless, a. 
Without a wire. n. Wireless telegraphy, 
v. (colloq.) To communicate with by this, 
wiry, a. wiriness, n. 
wisdom (wiz'dbm) [wise (1), -DOM], n. 
Quality or state of being wise; knowledge 
and experience, with ability to make use 
of them rightly, sagacity, common sense, 
wise (1) (wiz) [A.-S. wls ], a. Having the 
power of discerning rightly, sagacious, 
sensible, discreet; experienced, under¬ 
standing. wisely, adv. 
wise (2) [A.-S.], n. Manner, way, guise, 
-wise [WISE (2)], suf. Forming adverbs 
of manner, as lengthwise , likewise , other¬ 
wise. 

wiseacre (wl'z&-k6r) [M.H.GK wixzago , a 
prophet], n. One pretending to learning 
or wisdom. 

wish (wish) [A.-S. wyscari], v.t. To have 
a strong desire or craving (that, etc.), to 
want; to express a desire concerning, to 
invoke, to bid. v.i. To have a strong 
desire (for), to. A desire, a longing, an 
aspiration; an expression of this, a peti¬ 
tion, invocation; that which is desired, 
wishful, a. wish-bone, n. The merry¬ 
thought. 

wisp (wisp) [M.B.], n. A small bunch of 
straw, hay, etc. wispy, a. 
wistaria (wis-tar'i-a) [Caspar Wistar, d. 
1818], n. A climbing shrub with lilac- 
coloured flowers. 

wistful (wist'ful) [?], a. Full of vague 
yearnings, sadly longing; pensive. 

*wit (1) (wit) [A.-S. witan] y v. (l$f sing. 
wot, 3rd sing, wottest, past, wist; no 
other parts used) To know (esp. in the 
infin. “ to wit,” namely), witting, a. 
wittingly, adv. Knowingly, intention¬ 
ally. 

wit (2) [A.-S. witt, knowledge, from prec.], 
n. Intelligence, sense (often in pi.); the 
power of perceiving other relations be¬ 
tween apparently incongruous ideas; a 
person distinguished for this power, 
witticism, to. A witty saying, a jest, 
witless, a. witty, a. wittily, adv. 
witch (wich) [A.-S. wicca (masc.)], n. A 
woman dealing with evil spirits or prac¬ 
tising sorcery; a fascinating woman; an 
old and ugly hag. v.t. To bewitch, to 
fascinate, witchcraft, n. The practices 
of witches; sorcery, magic, witchery, n. 
witching, a. 

witenagemot (wit'6-na-g6-m5t) [A.-S., 

meeting of wise men], n. The Anglo- 
Saxon parliament. 

with (wi th) [A.-S., from wither , against], 
prep. In the company of or association; 
having, possessed of, characterized by; 


in the possession or care of; by the 
means, use, or aid of; by the addition 
of; because of; in regard to, in respect 
of, concerning; in opposition to, against, 
withal (wi-fAawl') [with, all], adv. With 
the rest, in addition, at the same time, 
moreover. 

withdraw (wifh-draw') [WITH, DRAW], v.t. 
(past -drew, p.p. -drawn) To draw 
back or apart; to remove, retract, v.i. 
To retire; to go apart or aside, with¬ 
drawal, n. 

withe (with, wlfA) [WITHY], n. A tough, 
flexible branch used in binding; a tie 
made of osiers, twigs, straw, etc. 
wither (wiM'6r) [M.B. widren , as WEATHER], 
v.t. To shrivel and dry (up); to cause 
to lose freshness, soundness, or vigour. 
v.i. To become dry and wrinkled; to 
dry and shrivel (up); to fade away, 
languish, droop, withering, a. 
withers (wiM'6rz) [A.-S. wither , against], 
n.pl. The ridge between the shoulder- 
blades of a horse. 

withershins (wi/A'6r-shinz) [Icel. vithr t 
against, A.-S. wither , sinni t movement], 
adv. In the contrary direction, esp. 
opposite to the direction of the sun. 
withhold (wi/A-hold') [with, HOLD], v.t. 
(past and p.p. -held) To keep from 
action, to hold back, to refuse to grant, 
within (wi-fAin') [with, in], adv. Inside, 
in or to the inner part or parts; internally; 
indoors, prep. In or to the inner part 
of, inside; in the range or compass of; 
not beyond; in no longer a time than, 
without (wi-f/jout') [with, out], adv. In, 
at, or to the outside, outside; externally; 
out of doors, prep. Not having, desti¬ 
tute of, free from; outside of; out of the 
compass or range of, beyond, 
withstand (wi/A-st&nd') [with, stand], 
v.t. (past and p.p. -stood) To resist, 
to oppose. 

witness (wit'nte) [WIT (1), -ness], n. 
Attestation of a fact, etc., testimony, 
evidence; one who has seen or known 
an incident, one present at an event; 
one who gives evidence in a law-court; 
one who testifies to the genuineness of a 
signature, v.t. To see or know by per¬ 
sonal presence, to be a spectator of; to 
attest, to sign as witness; (Jig.) to show, 
to prove, v.i. To give evidence; to 
serve as evidence (against, for, etc.), 
witness-box, n. An enclosure in a law- 
court for witnesses. 

wizard (wiz'ard) [M.E. wisard ( wls , wise 
(1), -ARD)], n. A sorcerer, a magician; 
(fig.) one who works wonders, wizardry, n. 
wizen (wizn) [A.-S. wisnian], v. To 
wither, dry up, shrivel, a. Wizened, 
woad (wod) [A.-S. wad], to. A plant 
yielding a blue dye. 

woe (wo) [A.-S. wd, ink], n. Sorrow, 
calamity, overwhelming grief, woebe¬ 
gone, a. Overcome with woe, sorrowful- 
looking, woeful, a. woefully, adv. 
wold ';v$ld) [A.-S. weald (wald , forest)], n. 
A tract of open country, esp. downland. 




wolf 


475 


work 


wolf (wulf) [A.-S. toulf], n. (pi. wolves) 
A greyish, carnivorous quadruped, allied 
to the dog, preying on sheep, etc., and 
hunting in packs; (fig.) a rapacious, 
greedy, or cruel person, v.t. To devour 
ravenously, to gulp greedily, wolf¬ 
hound, n. A large powerful dog of 
Russian or Irish breed, wolf’s-bane, n. 
A species of aconite, wolfish, a. wolf- 
ishly, adv. 

wolverine (wul'v6r-§n) [dim. of WOLF], n. 
A small N. American carnivorous animal, 
the glutton or carcajou, 
woman (wum'an) [A.-S. tolfman (wife, 
MAN)], n. (pi. women, wimfen), n. 
An adult human female; womankind, the 
female sex; a lady-in-waiting, women¬ 
folk, n. One’s womenkind; women 
collectively, womankind, n. Women 
collectively, the female sex; the women 
of one’s household, womanhood, n. 
womanish, a. Having the character or 
qualities of a woman, effeminate, woman¬ 
ly, a. Having the qualities becoming a 
woman, truly feminine, adv. In the 
manner of a woman. 

womb (woom) [A.-S. w amb], n. The 
uterus; (fig.) the place where anything 
is brought into existence, 
wombat (wom'bit) [Austral, womback'], n. 
A nocturnal marsupial resembling a small 
bear. 

wonder (wun'd6r) [A.-8. wundor , a por¬ 
tent], n. A strange or marvellous thing, 
event, etc., a prodigy* the emotion 
excited by the unexpected, extraordinary, 
or inexplicable; surprise mingled with 
admiration, v.i. To be struck with 
surprise; to feel doubt or curiosity 
(about, etc.), wonderful, a. Exciting 
wonder or admiration, astonishing, strange, 
wonderfully, adv. wonderland, ». A 
fairyland. 

wont (w6nt) [M.E. woned, aocustomed], a. 
Used, aocustomed (to); using or doing 
habitually, n. Custom, habit, use. v. 
aux. To be accustomed or used (to), 
wonted, a. Customary, habitual, usual, 
woo (woo) [A.-S. tcOgian , in], v. To court, 
to solicit in marriage; to coax, to impor¬ 
tune. wooer, n. 

wood (wud) [A.-S. icudu ], n. A large and 
thick collection of growing trees, a forest 
(often in pi.); the fibrous, solid substance 
of a tree; timber, woodbine, n. The 
wild honeysuckle, woodblock, n. A die 
cut in wood for striking impressions from; 
a woodcut, woodcock, n. A game- 
bird related to the snipe, wood-craft, n. 
Skill in anything pertaining to life in the 
woods, woodcut, n. An engraving on 
wood, a wood-block; a print from this, 
wood-cutter, n. One who cuts timber; 
an engraver on wood, wooded, a. 
wooden, a. Made of wood; (fig.) stiff, 
clumsy, ungainly, spiritless, wood-en¬ 
graving, n. The art of cutting wood¬ 
blocks; an impression or print from one 
of these, woodland, n. Wooded coun¬ 
try. o. Pertaining to this, sylvan. 


wood-lark, n. A European lark smaller 
than the skylark, wood-louse, n. A 
wingless creeping insect infesting decayed 
wood, woodpecker, n. A bird living 
in woods and tapping trees to discover 
insects, wood-pigeon, n. The ring¬ 
dove, a European pigeon whose neck is 
nearly encircled by a ring of whitish 
feathers, woodwork, n. Things made 
of wood; the part of a building composed 
of wood, woody, a. Abounding in 
woods. 

woof (woof) [A.-S. Owef], n. The threads 
that cross the warp, the weft; cloth; 
texture. 

wool (wul) [A.-S. tvull], n. The fine, soft 
hair forming the fleece of sheep, etc., 
used as the raw material of cloth; under- 
fur or down, resembling this; the hair 
of a negro; woollen yarn, worsted, wool¬ 
len, a. Made or consisting of wool. n. 
Cloth made of wool; (pi.) woollen goods, 
wool-gathering, a. (fig.) In a brown 
study, absent-minded, n. Inattention* 
wool-pack, n. A bale of wool, formerly 
240 lbs.; (fig.) a fleecy cloud. Woolsack, 
n. The sert of the Lord Chancellor in 
the House of Lords (a large, square 
cushion, without back or arms), woolly, 
a. Consisting of, or resembling, or 
naturally covered with wool; fleecy, 
word (werd) [A.-S.], n. An articulate 
sound uttered or written, printed, etc., 
expressing an idea and forming part, or 
the whole, of a sentence; discourse, talk; 
news, a message; an order, an injunction; 
a password, watchword, motto; one’s 
promise; (pi.) terms expressive of angei 
or reproach, v.t. To express in words, 
to phrase, the Word : The Scriptures, 
or any part of them, wordy, o. Ver¬ 
bose, prolix; consisting of words, verbal, 
work (w6rk) [A.-S. weorc ], n. Exertion 
of energy (physical or mental), effort; 
labour, toil; an undertaking, task; 
materials used in this; occupation; an 
action, performance, achievement; pro¬ 
duct of nature, art, or labour; a large 
engineering structure, a fortification; a 
book, a literary, musical, or other artistic 
production; (pi.) a manufactory; building 
operations, esp. under a public authority; 
the mechanism (of a watch, etc.); (Theol.) 
moral duties or the performance of meri¬ 
torious acts, as opp. to grace, v.i. (past 
and p.p. worked, ‘wrought (rawt) 
To exert physical or mental energy, to 
labour, to be employed or occupied (at, 
in, etc.); to be in continuous activity, 
to act, operate; to take effect, to exercise 
influence; to ferment, v.t. To exert 
energy in or upon; to employ, to keep 
busy; to carry on, to manage; to effect, 
to produce as a result; to mould, to 
fashion; to solve; to excite, workaday, 
a. Pertaining to or suitable for work¬ 
days, everyday, ordinary, worker, n. 
worker-bee, n. A partially developed 
female bee doing the work of the hive, 
workhouse, ». A public establishment 
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for paupers, working, a. Engaged in 
work, esp. manual labour, n. Act of 
labouring; operation, mode of operation; 
a mine or quarry, disused or in which work 
Is going on; fermentation, movement, 
workman, n. Any man employed in 
manual labour, an operative, workman¬ 
like, a. Done in the manner of a good 
workman, workmanship, n. Skill or 
finish shown in making something or 
in the thing made ; the result of working or 
making, workshop, n. A room or 
building in which a handicraft or other 
work is carried on. 

world (wSrld) [A.-S. weoruld ], n. The 
universe, everything; a system of things, 
a cosmos; the earth with its lands and 
seas; a celestial body; a large division 
of the earth; mankind, human society, 
the public; fashionable people; human 
affairs, social life; a particular class of 
people, animals, or things, a realm, 
domain, sphere; a vast quantity (of); 
the present state of existence; secular 
interest as opp. to spiritual; the unre¬ 
generate portion of mankind, worldling, 
». A worldly person, worldly, o. 
Pertaining to the material world; earthly, 
secular, not spiritual, worldly-wise, a. 
Wise in the things of this world. 

worm (werm) [A.-S. tvyrm , cogn. with L. 
vermis, see VERMICULAR], n. An Inverte¬ 
brate creeping animal with a long limbless 
segmented body; an Intestinal parasite; 
a grub, caterpillar, maggot, etc.; (Jig.) a 
poor grovelling creature; a spiral part or 
thing, v.i. To crawl or progress with a 
worm-like motion ; (fig.) to work stealthily. 
v.t. To insinuate (oneself); to draw out 
by craft and perseverance, worm-cast, 
n. A cylindrical mass of earth voided by 
am earth-worm, worm-eaten, a. Gnawed 
or bored by worms, wormy, a. 

wormwood (werm'wud) [A.-S. wermOd], 
n. A perennial herb having bitter and 
tonic properties; (fig.) bitterness, gall, 
mortification. 

Worry (wur'i) [A.-S. wyrgan], v.t. To 
pull about with the teeth (of dogs); to 
harass, bother, persecute, or wear out with 
importunity, etc. v.i. To bite, pull 
about, etc. (of dogs); to be unduly 
anxious, to fret. n. Act of worrying; a 
worrying person; care, anxiety, vexation, 
fret (often in pi.), worrier, n. 

worse (wSrs) [A.-S. « oyrs], a. (comp, of 
BAD) More bad; (predicatively) in a poorer 
state of health, position, or circumstances. 
adv. More badly; into a poorer state; 
less. n. A worse thing; loss, defeat, 
•worsen, v. 

Worship (wer'ship) [A.-S. voeorthschipe 
(WORTH (1), -ship)], n. Act of paying 
divine honour to God, esp. in religious 
services; act or feeling of adoration or 
loving or admiring devotion or submissive 
respect; deference, respect (used as a 
title of respect in addressing magistrates, 
mayors, etc.), v.t. To pay divine honours 
to; to perform religious service to; to 


reverence, adore, treat as divine, v.i. 
To take part in a religious service, wor¬ 
shipful, a. 

worst (werst) [A.-S. wyrst (WORSE, -EST)], 
a. Bad in the highest degree, adv. 
Most badly, n. The most bad, evil, 
severe, or calamitous part, state, etc. 
v.t. To get the better of, to defeat, to 
best. 

worsted (w5rs't6d) [Worsted (now Wor- 
stead), Norfolk], n. Woollen yarn used 
for stockings, carpets, etc. a. Made of 
worsted. 

wort (w€rt) [A.-S. royrt], n. A plant, a 
herb (usu . in comb., as soapioort ); an 
infusion of malt for fermenting into beer, 
worth (wSrth) [A.-S. voyrth, value}, a. Equal 
in value to; deserving; having property to 
the value of. n. That which a person or 
thing is worth, the equivalent of anything, 
esp. in money; merit, desert, worthless, a. 
worthy (wgr'fAi) (WORTH (1), -Y], a. 
Having worth, estimable; deserving of 
honour, respectable; fit, suitable, ade¬ 
quate. n. A person of note in his time, 
locality, etc. worthily, adv. worthi¬ 
ness, n. 

wound (1) (woond) [A.-S. round ], n. An 
Injury (esp. a cut) to the flesh of an 
animal or the substance of plants; (fig.) 
any hurt or pain to feelings, reputation, 
etc. v.t. To inflict a wound on. 
wrack (r&k) [wreck], n. Seaweed thrown 
upon the shore; a cloud-rack; wreck, 
ruin. 

wraith (rath) [?], «. The double at a 
living person; an apparition, 
wrangle (rangl) [A.-S. terang], v.i. To 
dispute or quarrel angrily or peevishly, to 
brawl, n. An angry or noisy quarrel, 
an altercation, wrangler, n. One who 
wrangles ; (Camb. Unit.) one placed 
in the first class in the mathematical 
tripos. 

wrap (r5p) [?], v.t. To fold or arrange so 
as to cover something; to muffle, surround, 
or conceal in soft material; to enfold 
thus; (in p.f.) to absorb, to engross 
(with up), n. A cloak, shawl, rug, etc. 
wrapper, n. That in which anything is 
wrapped, a covering for a book, or for 
a newspaper for posting; a woman’s 
loose outer garment, wrapping, n. 
wrath (rawth) [WROTH], ». Deep or violent 
anger, indignation, wrathful, a. 
wreak (rek) [A.-S. tore can], v.t. To carry 
out, to inflict, to execute, 
wreath (reth) [A.-S. t orceth], n. A ring of 
flowers or leaves tied or twisted together, 
a garland; this in wood, stone, etc.; a 
circlet of twisted silk, etc.; a curl (of 
cloud, smoke, etc.), wreathe (reth), vJ. 
To form (flowers, etc.) into a wreath, 
wreck (rek) [A.-S. wrote, expulsion], «. 
Destruction, ruin, esp. of a ship; a vessel 
seriously crippled or shattered; the 
remains of anything dilapidated or worn- 
out ; wreckage, v.t. To destroy (a 
vessel) by collision, driving ashore, etc.; 
to ruin. v.i. To suffer shipwreck. 
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wreckage, n. The debris from a wreck, 
wrecker, n. One who causes shipwreck 
with intent to plunder; a person or ship 
employed in recovering a wreck, 
wren (ren) [A.-S. wrenna], n. A small 
bird with a short erect tail and short 
wings. 

wrench (rench) [A.-S. wrenc], n. A violent 
twist or sideways pull; a sprain; (fig,) 
pain or distress caused by a parting, loss, 
etc.; a tool for twisting screws, nuts, eto. 
v.t. To wrest or twist with foroe; to 
strain, to sprain; ( fig .) to distort, 
wrest (rest) [A.-S. wrcestan ], v.t. To twist, 
to turn aside violently; to pull or extort 
forcibly; (fig.) to pervert, deflect from its 
natural meaning, n. A violent wrench 
or twist; a turning implement, 
wrestle (resl) [freq. of prec.], v.t. To con¬ 
tend by grappling with and trying to 
throw one’s opponent; (fig.) to struggle, 
to strive vehemently, v.t. To contend 
with in a wrestling-match, n. A bout at 
wrestling, wrestler, n. 
wretch (rech) [A.-S. wrecca , an outcast], n. 
A miserable, unfortunate, despicable, or 
vile person, wretched (rech'6d), a. 
Miserable, sunk in deep affliction or 
distress; calamitous, pitiable; worthless, 
paltry. 

wriggle (rigl) [freq. of obs. vcrig], v.i. To 
twist the body to and fro with short 
motions; to move with contortions or 
twistings, n. A wriggling motion, 
wright (rit) [A.-S. wyrht , work], n. One 
in some mechanical business, an artificer, 
a workman (esp. in comb, as wheel¬ 
wright). 

wring (ring) [A.-S. wringari], v.t. (past 
and p.p. wrung) To twist and squeeze; 
to turn, forcibly; to press (water, etc., 
out) thus; (fig.) to distress; to extort, 
wrinkle tt) (rinkl) [cogn. with prec.], n. 
A small furrow caused by the contraction 
of a flexible surface, v. To fold or 
contract Into furrows, creases, or ridges, 
wrinkly, a. 

wrinkle (2) [dim. of A.-S. wrenc, trick], n. 
A useful bit of information, a bright idea, 
a tip. 

wrist (rist) [A.-S., as WRITHE], n. The 
joint uniting the hand to the forearm, 
writ (rit) [A.-S. gewrit, a writing], n. A 
writing; a written command issued by a 
court in the name of the sovereign, 
write (rit) [A.-S. wrUan), v.t. (past wrote, 
♦writ, p.p. written, *writ) To form 
words in letters or symbols, with a pen, 
etc., on paper or the like; to set (down), 
to record, to convey by writing, to produce 
as an author, v.i. To trace letters or 
symbols representing words on paper, 
etc.; to write or send a letter; to compose 
books, etc., as an author, writer, n. 
One who writes; an author, journalist, 
etc.; a clerk; (Sc.) a solicitor, writing, 
n. Act of one who writes; that which 
is written; a literary composition, a legal 
Instrument. 

writhe (rIM) [A.-S. wrUhan] t *,4. To 


twist or roll the body about, as in pain; 
to squirm, v.t. To twist or distort (the 
limbs, etc.). 

wrong (rong) [A.-S. wrang , a wrong thing], 
a. Not morally right, wicked; not the 
right (one, etc.); not according to reality; 
out of order, not suitable, etc.; false, 
mistaken, adv. Wrongly, unjustly, n. 
That which is wrong; an injustice, tres¬ 
pass, or injury, hurt or pain; error. 
v.t. To treat unjustly, to do wrong to. 
wrongdoer, n. wrongdoing, n. wrong¬ 
headedness, n. wrongful, a. Injuri¬ 
ous, unjust, wrong, wrongfully, adv . 
wrongly, adv. 

wroth (rflth) [A.-S. wrdth , perverted, as 
writhe], a. (poet.) Angry, wrathful. 

wry (ri) [A.-S. wrigian ], a. Twisted, dis¬ 
torted, skew; showing distaste, disgust, 
etc. wry-mouthed, a. Having a dis¬ 
torted or cynical expression, wryneck, 
n. A bird allied to the woodpeckers, 
which twists its head round as on a pivot: 
stiffneck. 

wych-hazel (wlch), n. A N. American 
shrub with several large branching trunks. 


X 

x (eks), n. (Alg ., x) The first unknown 
quantity or variable. X-rays, n. Ront- 
gen rays. 

xanthous (z&n'thfls), a. (Ethn.) Of the 
fair-haired type. 

xiphoid (zif'oid) [Gr. xiphos , sword, -oid], 
a. Sword-shaped. 

xyl-, xyio- [Gr. xulon, wood], comb. form. 


Y 

-y [L. -<tw], suf. Forming (1) abstract 
nouns, etc., as in memory , remedy, (2) 
[A.-S. - ig ] adjectives as in mighty , trusty, 
(3) diminutives and pet names, as horsy , 
sonny ; (4) [F. -£], forming nouns as army, 
treaty. 

yacht (yot) [Dut.], ». A light sailing- 
vessel, esp. for racing* a vessel propelled 
by sails or power used for pleasure cruis¬ 
ing, as a state vessel, etc. v.i. To cruise 
about in a yacht, yachting, n. yachts¬ 
man, n. One who keeps or sails a yacht. 

yahoo (ya-hoo') [coined by Swift in 
'* Gulliver’s Travels ”], n. One of a race 
of brutes in human shape; a brutish or 
degraded person. 



yam (ySm) [W. Afr. native], n. The 
fleshy edible tuber of a tropical climber; 
the plant. 


Yankee (ySng'ki) [Am. Ind., corr. of F. 
Anglais , the English], ». An inhabitant 
of New England; an American, o. 
Pertaining to America, 
yard (1) (yard) [A.-S. gyrd, stick], n. 
The British standard of length, 3 ft. or 
36 in.; a spar slung on a mast to extend 
a sail, yard-arm, n. Either half of a 
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sail-yard from centre to end. yard- 
measure, n. A tape or stick, three feet 
in length, used for measuring. 

yard (2) (yard) [A.-S. geard , Icel. garthr, 
L. hortus, as GARDEN], n. A small piece 
of enclosed ground, esp. adjoining a 
house; such an enclosure used as a 
dockyard, graveyard, timber-yard, etc. 

yarn (yarn) [A.-8. gearri ], n. Any spun 
fibre prepared for weaving, rope-making, 
etc.; ( colloq .) a long or rambling story, esp. 
one of doubtful truth, v.i. To tell or 
spin yarns. 

yarrow (v&r'o) [A.-S. gasruwe ], n. Milfoil, 
a perennial herb with white flowers. 

yaw (yaw) [Icel. jaga, to hunt], v.i. To 
steer out of the direct course, to move 
unsteadily (of a ship). 

yawl [Dut. jot], n. A ship’s jolly-boat; a 
small sailing-vessel cutter-rigged with a 
jigger-mast. 

yawn (yawn) [A.-S. g&nian ], v.i. To gape, 
to stand wide open; to open the mouth 
through drowsiness, boredom, etc. n. 
The act of yawning. 

ye (ye, y6) [A.-S. ge ], pron., 2nd pers. pi. 
The nominative of YOU. 

yea (y&) [A.-S. gid], adv. Tea; truly, 
indeed; not only so but also. n. An 
affirmative. 

year (ySr, yfir) [A.-S. glar], n. The period of 
time occupied by the revolution of the 
earth round the sun: 366 days, divided 
into 12 months; (pi.) age, length or time 
of life, old age. yearling, n. An 
animal more than one and less than two 
years old. yearly, a. Happening or 
recurring once a year or every year; 
lasting a year. adv. Annually; by the 
year. 

yearn (y5rn) [A.-S. giernari ], v.i. To feel 
a longing desire, tenderness, etc. (for), 
yearning, a. and n. 

yeast (y§st) [A.-S. gist], n. A growth of 
fungous cells developed in contact with 
saccharine liquids and producing alcoholic 
fermentation; (fig.) mental or moral fer¬ 
ment. yeasty, a. Containing or resem¬ 
bling yeast; (Jig.) frothy; empty, super¬ 
ficial. 

yell (yel) [A.-S. gellan ], v.i. To cry out 
with a loud, sharp cry as in rage, terror, 
or uncontrollable laughter, v.t. To utter 
or express thus. n. Such a shout, esp. 
a war-cry of savages, students, etc. 

yellow (yel'o) [A.-S. geolo, geolu ], a. Of 
the colour of gold, brass, sulphur, or lemon; 
(fig.) jaundiced, jealous, n. This colour; 
a yellow pigment, dye, etc. v. To make 
or turn yellow, yellow-hammer [A.-S. 
amore ], n. A bunting with yellow head, 
neck, and breast. 

yelp (yelp) [A.-S. gilpan, to boast], v.i. 
To utter a sharp, quick cry, as a dog. n. 
Such a cry. 

yeoman (yo'm&n) [M.E. yeman ], n. (pi. 
-men) A freeholder not ranking as one 
of the gentry; a farmer, a small land- 
owner ; a member of the yeomanry, 
yeoman’s service: Good service, hearty 


support, yeomanly, a. yeomanry, n. 

(collect.) Yeomen; a British force of 
volunteer cavalry. 

-yer [var. of -ER], suf. Denoting an agent, 
as in lawyer , sawyer. 

yes (yes) [A.-S. gise], adv. As you say; 
indicating affirmation or consent, or that 
the speaker hears and understands. 
*yester- [A.-S. geostra, as in (acc.) geostran 
dceg, yesterday], pref. Pertaining to that 
preceding this, yesterday, n. The day 
immediately before to-day; (fig.) time in 
the immediate past. adv. On or during 
yesterday. 

yet (yet) [A.-S. git], adv. Still, up to this 
or that time; by this or that time, so 
soon as the present, in addition, further; 
eventually; even (with compar.). conj. 
Nevertheless, but still, 
yew (u) [A.-S. f w], n. A dark-leaved 
evergreen tree with spreading branches 
and durable timber; Its wood. 

Yiddish (yid'ish) [G. jddisch, Jewish], n. 
A Germanized Hebrew dialect written in 
Hebrew characters, spoken by German 
Jews. 

yield (y51d) [A.-S. gieldan, to pay], v.t. 
To produce, to bring forth; to give up, 
surrender, relinquish, v.i. To give a 
return, to repay; to give way, to assent, 
to comply; to make submission (to), n. 
That which is yielded; output, return, 
yielding, a. Compliant, 
yoke (yok) [A.-S. geoc ], n. Gear fitting 
over the necks of two draught animals 
and attaching them to a plough, etc.; a 
frame for carrying a pair of buckets sus¬ 
pended from the shoulders; a frame or 
cross-bar for some similar purpose, a tie- 
beam, tie-rod, etc.; a part of a garment 
made to support the rest; (fig.) a bond, 
a tie; a pair of draught animals, esp. 
oxen; servitude, submission. v.t. To 
put a yoke upon; to couple, join, link; 
to enslave. 

yokel (yfj'kei) [prob. from prec., plough¬ 
man], n. A rustic, a country bumpkin, 
yolk (yok) [A.-S. geolca, yellow], n. The 
yellow part of an egg. yolked, yolky, a. 
yon, yonder (yon'dSr) [A.-S. gem], a. That 
over there; being at a distance, but in the 
direction indicated, adv. Over there; at 
a distance but within view, 
yore (yor) [A.-S. gedra, gen. pi. of giar, 
YEAR], n. Long ago, old time, of yore: 
Formerly. 

you (u, yu) [A.-S. eow; sing. THOU, obj. 
THEE, poss. YOUR, YOURS], 2nd pers. prm. 
sing, and pi. (with pi. v.) The person, 
persons, or things, etc., addressed; (reflex.) 
yourself, yourselves; (indef.) anyone, 
young (yung) [A.-S. geong], a. Being in 
the early stage of life or development; 
of recent beginning, newly produced, etc.; 
vigorous, fresh; raw, inexperienced; 
characteristic of youth, n. Offspring, 
esp. of animals, youngster, n. A young 
person, a (fhild, a lad. 
your (ur, yur, ydr) [A.-S. lower, gen. pi. 
of YE], a. Pertaining or belonging to 
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you. yours, pron. That or those be¬ 
longing or pertaining to you. a. (predi- 
catively ) Belonging to you; at your 
service, yourself (-self'), pron. (pi. 
-selves) You, you alone; you in par¬ 
ticular or in your normal condition, 
health, etc. (also used reflexively). 
youth (Gth) [A.-S. geoguth ], n. (pi. 
youths, uthz) State of being young; 
the period of life following infancy, youth¬ 
fulness, the vigour, inexperience, etc., of 
this period; a young man; young people, 
youthful, a. youthfully, adv. 
yule (ul) [A.-S. gjfold], n. Christmas time, 
the festival of Christmas, yule-tide, n. 
ywis (i-wis') [A.-S. gewis], adv. Certainly, 
verily. 

Z 

zany (za'ni) [It. Giovanni , John], n. A 
buffoon who mimicked the clown; a 
simpleton. 

zaptieh (z&p'ti-a) [Turk.], n. A Turkish 
policeman. 

zeal (zel) [L. zSlus], n. Ardour, earnest¬ 
ness, enthusiasm, zealot (zel'dt), n. 
One full of or carried away by zeal; a 
fanatical partisan, zealous (zel'us), a. 
zealously, adv. 

zebra (z§'bra) [Afr. native], n. A striped 
ass-like mammal allied to the horse, 
from S. Africa. 

Zend (zend) [a commentary], n. The 
ancient Iranian language; the Zend- 
Avesta, a collection of the sacred scrip¬ 
tures of the Parsees or Zoroastrians. 
zenith (zen'ith) [O.F. cenith , Arab, samt , 
way, road], n. The point in the heavens 
directly overhead to an observer; (Jig.) 
the highest or culminating point, 
zephyr (zef'ir) [L. zephyrus], n. The 
west wind personified; any gentle breeze; 
light worsted or woollen yarn; a shawl 
or other garment made of this. 

Zeppelin (zep'6-lin) [Count Ferdinand 
Zeppelin (1838-1918)], n. A large dirigible 
airship invented by Count Zeppelin, 
zero (zer'o) [Arab, cipr, cipher], n. (pi. 
-oes) The figure 0, a cipher, nil; the 
point on a scale from which positive or 
negative quantities are reckoned; the 
lowest point. 

zest (zest) [O.F., the woody skin dividing 
the kernel of a walnut], n. As flavouring; 
piquancy, relish; keen enjoyment, 
zigzag (zig'zSg) [G. zickzack, redupl. from 
zacke , tooth], a. Having sharp alternate 
turns or angles, to. A zigzag line, path, 
pattern, etc. adv. In a zigzag course or 
manner. 

zinc (zink) [G. zink ], n. A bluish-white 


metallic element used in alloys, as roofing- 
material, for printing-blocks, etc. v.t. 
To coat or cover with zinc, zinc-blende, 
to. Native sulphide of zinc. 

zither (zither) [cither], n. A simple 
musical instrument with strings plucked 
by the fingers. 

zodiac (zS'di-Sk) [Gr. zddiakos, pertaining 
to animals], to. The zone or broad belt 
of the heavens, extending about 8° to 
each side of the ecliptic, which the sun 
traverses during the year, anciently 
divided by twelve equal parts called the 
signs of the zodiac which orig. corresponded 
to the zodiacal constellations bearing the 
same names, but now, through the pre¬ 
cession of the equinoxes, coincides with the 
constellations bearing the names next in 
order, zodi'acal, a. Pertaining to the 
zodiac. 

zone (zSn) [Gr. z6ne, girdle], to. *A girdle, 
a belt; a well-marked stripe encircling an 
object; one of the five great divisions of 
the earth (two temperate, two frigid, and 
one torrid) bounded by circles parallel to 
the equator; any well-defined belt or 
tract of land. 

zoo- [Gr. zoon, animal], comb. form. Per¬ 
taining to animals or to animal life. 

zoology (z5-ol'6-ji) [ZOO-, -LOOT], w. The 
natural history of animals, the branch of 
biology dealing with the structure, physio¬ 
logy, classification, habits, and distribution 
of animals, zoological (zo-6-loj'i-kil), o. 
zoologist (zS-oI'd-jist), TO. 

zoophyte (z5'6-flt) [ZOO-, -PHYTE], to. An 
invertebrate animal resembling a plant, as 
a coral, sea-anemone, sponge, etc. 

Zoroastrian (zor-o-&s'tri-An), a. Pertain¬ 
ing to Zoroaster or his religious system set 
forth in the Zend-Avesta, the ancient 
Persian religion still held by the Parsees, 
or fire-worshippers, to. A follower of 
Zoroaster. Zoroastrianism, ». 

Zouave (zoo-av') [N. Afr. zuawa, a Kabyle 
tribe], to. A soldier in a French infantry 
corps, orig. composed of Kabyles and still 
wearing an Oriental uniform; a short, 
round-fronted jacket, usu. sleeveless, worn 
by women. 

zounds (zoundz) [contr. from God's wounds , 
an obsolete oath], int. An exclamation 
of anger, etc. 

Zulu (zoo'loo) [native], to. A member of a 
warlike tribe of Bantu or Kafir race, in 
S.E. Africa. 

zymotic (zi-mot'ik) [Gr. zume, leaven], a. 
Pertaining to or produced by fermentation; 
applied to epidemic, endemic, or contagious 
diseases produced by the multiplication 
of germs introduced from without. 





FOREIGN PHRASES AND WORDS IN 
ENGLISH USE 


Many foreign words , etc., that have become semi-naturalized are given 
in the main body of the Dictionary 


k bas [F.]. Down I down with ! 
ab initio [L.]. From the beginning, 
ab origine [L.l. From the commencement, 
ab ovo [L.]. From the egg, from beginning, 
absit omen. Let there be no ill omen, 
ab urbe condita or A.U.C. [L.l. From 
the building of the city (Rome), 754 B.O. 
k cheval [F.]. On horseback. 
k compte [F.J. On account, in part pay¬ 
ment. 

actum est [L.]. It is all over, 
ad astra [L.]. To the stars, 
ad captandum vulgus [L.]. To attract 
or please the rabble. 
k demi [F.]. By halves, 
ad hoc [L.J. For this particular purpose, 

specially. 

ad hominem [L.] [see argumentum]. 
ad infinitum [L.]. To infinity, 
ad nauseam [L.]. So as to disgust or 
nauseate. 

ad rem [L.]. To the point, 
adsum [L.]. I am present, 
ad unguem [L.J. To a nicety, exactly, 
ad usum [L.]. According to the custom 
(of). 

ad valorem [L.]. According to value, 
advocatus diaboli [L.J. The devil’s advo¬ 
cate. 

aequo animo [L.]. With a calm mind, 
aetatis suae [L.]. Of his (or her) age. 
affaire d’honneur [F.]. An affair of 
honour, a duel. 

k fond [F.]. To the bottom, thoroughly. 
k jamais [F.]. For ever. 
k la [F.]. According to; in the style of. 
a la carte [F.]. By the bill of fare, 
a la mode [F.]. In fashion, 
al fresco [It.]. In the open air. 
allez-vous-en [F.]. Begone, off with you 1 
allons 1 [F.]. Come, let us be off ! 

Alma Mater [L., fostering mother]. One’s 
school, college, or university, 
alter ego [L.]. One’s second self, 
alter idem [L.]. Another exactly similar, 
amari aliquid [L.]. A touch of bitterness, 
fime damn6e [F., lost soul], (Jig.) One’s 
catspaw. 


amende honorable [F.]. Public apology, 

public amends. 

a mensa et toro [L.]. From bed and 
board. 

& merveille [F.J. Admirably, perfectly, 
amicus curiae [L.]. A friend of the court, 
an adviser with no personal interest, 
amour-propre [F.]. Self-esteem, vanity, 
anguis in herba [L.]. A snake in the 
grass, an unforeseen danger, 
anno Domini [L.]. In the year of oar 
Lord. 

anno mundi [L.]. In the year of the world, 
anno salutis [L.J. In the year of redemp¬ 
tion. 

annus mirabilis [L.J. A year of wonders, 
ante bellum [L.]. Before the war. 
ante meridiem [L.]. Before noon, 
a outrance [F.J. To the end, to ex¬ 
tremities. 

h pied [F.]. On foot. 
k plaisir [F.]. At pleasure, at will, 
a posteriori [L.]. From effect to cause; 
inductive. 

a priori [L.J. From cause to effect; 

deductive. 

k propos de bottes [F., with regard to 
boots]. Irrelevantly. 

arbiter elegantiarum [L.]. A judge in 

matters of taste. 

Arcades ambo [L.]. Two of similar tastes, 
etc. 

k reculons [F.]. Backwards, 
argent comptant [F.]. Ready money, 
argumentum ad hominem [L.]. An 
appeal to personal interests, etc. 
armes blanches [F.J. Swords, bayonets, 
etc. 

ars est celare artem [L.J. The art is to 

conceal art. 

ars longa, vita brevis [L.]. Art is long, 

life short. 

artium magister [L.]. Master of Arts, 
assez bien [F.]. Moderately well, 
a tout prix [F.]. At any price, 
atra cura [L.l. Black care. 
k travers [F.J. Across, through, 
au contraire [F.]. On the contrary. 
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au courant de [P.]. Fully informed about. 

audi alteram partem [L.]. Hear the 
other side. 

au fait [F.J. Familiar, well-acquainted 
with. 

au fond [F.]. At bottom, 
au gratin [F.]. (Cooked) with bread¬ 
crumbs or grated cheese, 
au naturel [F.]. In its natural state, 
au pied de la lettre [F.]. Literally, pre¬ 
cisely. 

au pis aller [F.]. At the very worst, 
au revoir [F.]. Till we meet again, 
auri sacra fames [L.]. Accursed lust of 

gold. 

au s*rieux [F.]. Seriously, 
aut Caesar aut nullus [L.j. Either Caesar 
or nobody; either first or nowhere, 
aux armes ! [F.l. To arms I 
avant-propos £F.]. Preface, preliminary 
remarks. 

ave, atque vale [L.]. Hall! and farewell! 
ave Imperator, morituri te salutant [L.]. 
Hail Cffisar (or Emperor) 1 Those who are 
about to die salute thee, 
avertissement [F.j. Notice, warning, 
a vinculo matrimonii [L.]. From the 
marriage bond, complete divorce. 

& votre sant* I [F.J. To your health l 

Bacheliar 6s lettres, sciences £F.]. 

Bachelor of Letters, of Science, 
ballon d 'essai [F.l. A feeler. 


xue uiessea virgin. 

beau sabreur [F.]. A dashing cavalry¬ 
man. 

beaux esprits [F.]. Men of wit. 
beaux yeux [F.J. Fine eyes, good looks, 
bel esprit £F.]. A brilliant mind, man of 
parts. 

bell a ! horrida bella ! [L.]. War 1 hor¬ 
rid war 1 

belle amie [FJ. A female friend, 
ben trovato [It.]. Well invented, 
ben venuto [It.]. Welcome, 
beso las manos [Sp.]. I kiss your hands, 
bete noire [F.J. A bugbear, one's aversion, 
bien aimc [F.]. Jem . aimde) Well- 
beloved. 

bien entendu [F.]. To be sure, of course, 
bis dat qui cito dat [L.]. He gives twice 
who gives speedily, 
blague [F.]. Humbug, 
bon accueil [F.]. A good reception. 
bon mal [F.]. Willingly or 

unwillingly whether one will or not. 
bona fide [L.J. In good faith, 
bonjour [F.J. Good day. 
bon march* [F.]. A cheap shop: cheap, 
bon mot [F.J. A witty saying, 
bonne [F.j. A nurse-maid, 
bonne-bouche [F.l. A dainty morsel, 
bonsoir [F.l. Good evening, 
bon ton [F.j. Fashion, good style, 
bon vivant [F.J. One fond of good living, 
bon voyage [F.]. A pleasant journey, 
farewell. 

brevet* [F.J. Patented, 


brevi manu [L.]. Extempore, summarily, 
brutum fulmen [L.]. A random thunder¬ 
bolt, an empty threat. 

C* ira [F.J. That will go, that’s the thing, 
canaille [F.]. The rabble, 
caramba! [Sp.]. Wonderful I 
car&me [F.J. Lent. 

carpe diem [L.J. Enjoy the dav, seize 
the present opportunity, improve the time, 
casus belli [L.]. A ground of war. 
casus foederis £L.]. A case provided for 
by treaty. 

causa vera [L.]. A true cause, 
cause c*l*bre [F.]. A notable case or trial, 
cave canem [L.]. Beware of the dog. 
caveat actor (emptor, viator) [L.J. Let 
the doer (purchaser, traveller) beware, 
cead mile failte [Ir.]. A hundred thousand 
welcomes. 

cedant arma togae [L.]. Let arms yield 
to the gown; let violence give place to law. 
cela va sans dire [F.]. That goes without 
saying. 

** “'•■* que le premier pas qui coftte 

[F.J. It is only the first step that is 
troublesome. 

c'est-h-dire [F.]. That is to say. 
c’est *gal [F.J. It’s all the same, 
cetera desunt [L.J. The rest are wanting, 
ceteris paribus [L.]. Other things being 

chacun A son gofit [F]. Every one to his 
taste. 

chapeaux bas I [F.J. Hats off 1 
chapelle ardente [F.]. A chapel or room 
lighted with candles for a lying-in-state, 
chateaux en Espagne [F.J. Castles in 
bpain. 

chef-d’oeuvre [F.]. A masterpiece, 
chemin de fer [F.]. A railway, 
cherche* la femme [F.J. Look for the 
woman, there’s a woman at the bottom 
of It. 

che sara, sara [It.]. What will be, will be. 
cheyal de bataille [F.]. A favourite sub¬ 
ject. 

chose Jug te [FJ. A closed subject. 

' -d^ant [F.l, Formerly, of a past time, 
ci-glt [F.J. Here hes. 
circa [L.]. About. 

clarum et venerabile nomen [L.]. An 
illustrious and venerable name, 
cogito, ergo sum [L.J. I think, therefore 
I exist. 

comme 11 tout [F.]. As it should be. 
correct. * 

communique [F.]. An official report, 
compos mentis [L.]. Sound of mind, 
compte rendu [F.J. An official report, 
con amore [It.]. With affection, with zeal, 
conseil d 'l$tat [FJ. A council of state, 
con spirito [It.]. With animation, 
consummatum eat [L.]. It is finished, 
contra bonos mores [L.]. Contrary to 
good manners. J 

contra jus gentium [L.]. Against the law 
of nations. 

corpus delicti [L.]. The substance of the 
offence. 
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corpus juris canonic! or civilis [L.]. The 
body of canon or civil law. 
corpus vile [L.]. Worthless matter, 
coup de grace [F.j. A finishing stroke, 
coup de main [F.]. A sudden attack, 
enterprise, or undertaking, 
coup d’Etat [F.]. A stroke of policy; a 
sudden, esp. unconstitutional, change of 
government. 

coup d’oeil [F.]. A rapid glance, 
cofite que cofite [F.]. Cost what it may. 
credat Judaeus Apella [L.]. Let Apella 
the Jew believe it; tell that to the marines, 
crime de la crime [F.j. The very best, 
crescit eundo [L.]. It increases as it goes, 
crimen falsi [L.]. Forgery, 
crimen laesae majestatis [L.J. High 

cucullus non facit monachum [L.]. The 

cowl does not make the monk, 
cui bono ? [L.]. For whose advantage? 
cum grano sails [L.]. With a grain of 
salt: with some allowance, 
cum privilegio [L.J. With 
cur rente calamo [L.]. Oft- hand, fluently. 


de trop [F.]. Superfluous, not wanted, 
deus ex machina [L.]. A god from the 
machine (in the Gr. theatre); a romantic 
denouement. 

Deus vobiscum [L.]. God.be with you. 
Deus vult [L.]. God wills it. 
Deutschland fiber alles [G.]. Germany 

above everything. 

Dichtung und Wahrheit [G.]. Poetry and 

truth (title of Goethe’s autobiography), 
dies irae [L.]. The Day of Judgment, 
dies non [L.]. A day when business is 
not transacted. 

Dieu et mon droit [F.j. God and my 

right. 

Dieu vous garde ! [F.J. God protect you 1 
dis aliter visum [L.]. The gods have 
decided otherwise, 


d’accord [F.J. Agreed; in time 
dame d’honneur [F.]. A maid of honour, 
damnosa haereditas [L.]. A legacy en- 

date^bolum Belisarlo [L.]. Give an 
obolus to Belisarius (a celebrity reduced 

DavusPsum, non CEdipus [L.]. I am 
Davus, not CEdipus; I am a bad hand at 

de bonne grfice [F.]. With good will, 

de die^in diem [L.J. From day to day. 
de facto [L.]. In reality, actually, 
defense de fumer [F.J. Smoking not 
allowed • 

de gustibus non est disputandum [L.]. 

There is no disputing about tastes, 
de haut en bas [F.]. From head to foot; 
contemptuously. 

SStSSS EUftK: °Luncheon. 

a w. c«u»ge 

must be utterly destroyed, 
delineavit [L.]. He (or she) drew it. 

de luxe TF.|. Luxurious. _ , 

de minimis non curat lex [L.]. The law 
does not concern itself with trifles, 
de mortuis nil nisi bonum [L.]. Let 
nothing be said of the dead but what is 
good. 

de novo [L.]. Anew. 

Deo gratias [L.]. Thanks be to God. 
de omnibus rebus [L.]. Concermng all 
things. .... 

Deo volente [L.]. God willing, 
de pis en pis [F.J. From bad to worse, 
de profundis [L.J. Out of the depths, 
de proprio motu [L.J. On one s own 

de^rigueur [F.]. According to strict 

dernier ressort] F.]. A last resource. 


doctor utriusque legis [L.]. Doctor of 
both laws (i.e. canon and civil), 
dolce far niente [It.]. Sweet idleness. 
Domine, dirige nos [L.J. 0 Lord direct 
us (the motto of the City of London). 
Dominus illuminatio mea [L.]. The 
Lord is my light (the motto of Oxford 
Univ.). 

Dominus vobiscum [L.]. The Lord be 
with you. 


oi nomewaiu. 

dulce est desipere in loco [L.J. It is 
pleasant to play the fool at times, 
dulce et decorum est pro patria mori 
[L], It is sweet and glorious to die for 
one’s country. , . 

dum spiro, spero [L.J. While I breathe, 
I hope. 

dum vivimus, vivamus [L.]. Let us live 
while we live; let us enjoy life. 


ecce agnus Dei [L.]. Behold the lamb of 
God. 

ecce homo [L.]. Behold the man! 
ecce signum [L.]. Behold the proof. 
Edition de luxe [F.]. A sumptuous edition, 
editio princeps [L.J. A first printed 
edition. 


decided. otnerwise. 

disjecta membra [L.J. Scattered remains, 
divide et impera [L.]. Divide and govern. 

< __I fT 1 Ft rwrtfrtr rtf 1 


wiiu you. 

dulce, domum [L.J. Sweet is the strain 
of “ Homeward/* 


II 


UlllUii* 

sgo et rex meus [L.]. I and my king, 
sheu ! fugaces labuntur anni [L.]. Alas 1 
the fleeting years slip away, 
ejusdem generis [L.]. Of the same kind, 
embarras de richesse [F.]. A superfluity 
of anything wanted or desirable, 
en arrifere [F.]. In the rear, behind, 
en avant [F.]. Forward, 
en bloc [F.J. In the mass, 
en d^shabill* [F.]. In undress; in one s 
true colours. „ . _ . 

en effet [F.l. Substantially, m effect, 
en famille [F.]. With one’s family, at 

home. . . 

enfants perdus [FJ. A forlorn hope, 

enfant terrible [F.J. A precocious young¬ 
ster. 

en f«te [F.]. In festivity, 
en garcon [F.]. As a bachelor, 
en grande tenue [F.j. In full dress, 
en masse [F.]. In a body. 
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en passant [F.]. By the way. 

en pension [F.]. On boarding-house terms, 
en rapport [F.]. In sympathy with, 
en r&gle [F.]. In order, as it should be. 
6 satTon anC * ie [F.]. In return, as compen 
en route [F.]. On the way. 
en suite [F.]. In a set, in succession, 
entente cordiaie [F.]. A good under¬ 
standing. 

entre nous [F.]. Between ourselves, in 
confidence. 

e pluribus unum [L.]. One out of or 
composed of many. (Motto of the U.S.A.) 
6puis6 [F.]. (fern. -s£e) Worn out; out 
of print. 

errare est humanum [L.l. To err is 
human. J 

esprit de corps [F.j. Animating spirit of 
a collective body; pride in one’s school 
regiment, etc. 

esse quam videri [L.]. To be rather than 
to sdtem. 

est modus in rebus [L.]. There is a 
middle course in all things. 

6tat-major [F.]. A staff of officers, 
et id genus omne [L.]. And everything 
of the sort. 6 

et sic de ceteris [L.j. And so of the rest 
et similia [L.j. And the like. 

e lJ u , Bl [ ute * M* And too Brutus 
(the last words of Caesar). 

Ewigkeit [G.j. Eternity, 
ex animo [L.j. Heartily, sincerely. 

CX ^ at 5f dra From the c bair, with 

authority. 

exceptio probat regulam [L.l. The ex¬ 
ception proves the rule, 
exceptis excipiendis [L.]. Due allow¬ 
ances having been made, 
exegi monumentum acre perennius [L.]. 

I have reared a monument more lasting 
than bronze. 

exempli gratia [L.]. By way of example, 
exeunt omnes [L.j. All go out. 
ex gratia [L.j. As an act of favour. 
e thesI?° theSi Accord ^ Q ^ to the hypo- 

ex mero motu [L.j. Of his own free will, 
ex nihilo nihil fit [L.j. Out of nothing 
nothing comes. 

ex officio [L.j. By virtue of one’s office, 
ex parte [L.j. From one side only. 

pcde Herculem [L.j. You may judge 
of Hercules by his foot, the whole by the 
part. 

experientia docet [L.j. Experience 
teaches. 

expert 0 crede [L.j. Believe one who has 
tried it. 

ex post facto [L.j. After the deed is done 
e* Proprio motu [L.j. Of one’s own 
initiative. 

ex tempore [L.j. At the time, off-hand 
extra muros [L.j. Outside the walls, 
ex ungue leonem [L.j. You may tell the 
lion by his claw. 


f ?hief Princeps The acknowledged 

facills descensus Averno [L.j. The de¬ 
scent to hell is easy. 1 J ae 

fa f on de parler [F.j. Manner of speaking. 

non verba [L.j. Deeds not words, 
factum est [L.j. It is done, 
fait accompli [F.]. An accomplished fact, 
fama clamosa [L.j. A current scandal, 
far niente [It.]. Doing nothing, 
fata obstant [L.j. The Fates oppose, 
faute de mieux [F.j. In default of some¬ 
thing better. 

faux pas [P.]. A. blunder, a slip. 

?r‘* lln K gul ? P-1- Pa ™ir your 

tongues, be silent. J 

Jfjl* He ^ or she ) made or drew ^ 
“wo n r n mPrlSe Aa ““W 

festina lente [L.j. Don’t be impetuous, 
flat justitia ruat ccelum [L.j. Let justice 
fall d ° ne though the heavens should 
J®* /*ix [L*j* Let there be light. 

Sh! 1 defe ? so f C l 0- Defender of the faith. 
5 d . e ® Punlc a [ L -]- Punic faith; treachery, 
fl done ! [F.j. For shame 1 
fldus Achates [L.j. Faithful Achates 

(companion of uEneas); a true friend, 
fllle de chambre [F.j. A chamber-maid, 
flnem respice [L.j. Look to the end. 
theworif 11 ** ° pus ^0* -T* 16 cud crowns 

"^ra n te delic to [L.]. In the very act. 
floreat [L.j. May (it) flourish, 
fons et origo malorum [L.j. The source 
and origin of our miseries, 
force majeure [F.j. Superior power, 

circumstances not under one’s control. 

f? CS *> rtana J uvat [D.]. Fortune 

favours the brave. 

fortiter in re, suaviter in modo [L.j. 
Acting forcibly yet in gentle fashion, 
front a front [F.j. Face to face, 
fuimus Troes [L.j. We once were Tro- 
jans; we have seen better days, 
fuit Ilium [L.j. Troy has been (but is no 
more). 

furor loquendi [L.j. A rage for speaking, 
furor poeticus [L.j. Poetical frenzy, 
furor scribendi [L.j. A rage for writing. 


faber quisque fortunae suae [L.j. Every 
man is the architect of his own fort un e. 


gage d’amour [F.j. a love-token, 
garde du corps [F.j. A body-guard, 
gardez bien [F.J. Take good care, be 
careful. ’ 

gaudeamus igitur [L.j. Therefore, let us 
reioice. ’ 

Geist [G.j. Spirit, animating principle, 
gens d’affaires [F.J. Business people, 
gens de lettres [F.J. Literary men. 
genus irritabile vatum [L.j. The irrit¬ 
able tribe of bards. 

gloria in excelsis Deo [L.j. Glory to 
God in the highest. 

gloria Patri [L.J. Glory be to the Father, 
gr&ce A Dieu [F.j. Thanks be to God. 
gradatim [L.j. Step by step, 
gradus ad Parnassum [L.j. A step t* 
Parnassus: aid in writing Latin poetry. 
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grande parure, tenue, or toilette [F.]. 
Full dress. 

grande passion [F.]. A serious love- 
affair. 

guerra al cuchillo [Sp.]. War to the knife. 

hie et ubique [L.]. Here and everywhere, 
hie labor, hoc opus est [L.]. This is the 
labour, this the toil, 
hie sepultus [L.l. Here [lies] buried, 
hlnc illae lacrimae [L.l. Hence these 
tears; this is the cause of the trouble, 
his non obstantibus [L.]. Notwithstand¬ 
ing this. 

hoc age [L.]. This do: attend, 
hoc genus omne [L.]. All this sort of 
(people, etc.). 

hodie mihi, eras tibi [L.]. It is my turn 
to-day, yours to-morrow, 
homme de bien [F.]. A man of worth, 
homme d ’esprit [F.]. A wit, a genius, 
homo sum; human! nihil a me alienum 
puto [L.]. I am a man, and I consider 
nothing that concerns mankind a matter 
of indifference. 

honi soit qui mal v pense [F.]. Shame 
be to him who thinks evil of it (motto of 
the Order of the Garter), 
honn&te homme [F.]. A worthy man. 
honoris causa or gratia [L.]. For the 
sake of honour, honorary, 
horse canonicse [L.]. Hours prescribed 
for prayers. 

horae subsecivae [L.]. Leisure hours, 
horas non numero nisi serenas [L.]. I 
count none but shining hours (on sun¬ 
dials). 

horresco referens [L.]. I shudder as I 
tell the story. 

horrlbile dictu [L.]. Horrible to tell, 
horribile visu [L.]. Horrible to see. 
hors concours [F.]. Not for competition, 
hors de combat [F.]. Disabled, 
hdtel garni [F.]. Furnished apartments, 
humanum est errare [L.]. To err is 
human. 

ich dien [G.]. I serve (Prince of Wales’s 
motto). 

ici on parle fran^ais [F.]. French is 
spoken here. 

id6e fixe [F.]. A fixed idea, monomania, 
ignorantia legis neminem excusat [L.]. 
Ignorance of the law is an excuse for no 
one. 

ignoratio elenchi [L.]. Ignoring the 
point in dispute. 

ignotum per ignotius [L.]. (To explain) 
a thing not understood by one still less 
understood. 

il faut de l’argent [F.]. Money is neces¬ 
sary. 

il n’y a pas de quoi [F.]. There is no 
need, don’t mention it. 
il n’y a pas que le premier pas qui 
coftte [F.j. It is only the first step that 
is troublesome. 

ils n’ont rien appris ni rien oubli6 [F.]. 
They have learned nothing and forgotten 
nothing (said of the Bourbons). 


il va sans dire [F.]. It goes without 
saying. 

in aeternum [L.}. For ever, 
in articulo mortis [L.]. At the moment 
of death. 

in camera [L.]. In the judge’s chamber, 
not in open court. 

in capite [L.]. In chief, (holding) directly 
from the Crown. 

in commendam [L.]. (Holding a vacant 
benefice) in trust for the successor, 
inconnu [F.]. (Jem. -nue) Unknown, 
in curia [L.j. In open court, 
in Deo speravi [L.]. In God have I 
trusted. 

index verborum [L.]. An index of words, 
in esse [L.]. In actual being, 
in excelsis [L.J. In the highest, 
in extenso [L.J. At full length, 
in extremis [L.]. At the point of death, 
in flagrante delicto [L.]. In the very 
act. 

in forma pauperis [L.]. As a pauper, 
infra dignitatem (infra dig.) [L.]. Be¬ 
neath one’s dignity. 

in hoc signo vinces [L.]. By this sign 
thou shalt conquer (motto of Constantine 
the Great). 

in infinitum [LJ. For ever, 
in initio [L.]. In the beginning, 
in limine [L.J. As a preliminary, 
in loco [L.]. In the place (of), 
in loco parentis [L.]. In the place of a 
parent. 

in manus tuas commendo spiritum 
meum [L.]. Into Thy hands I commend 
my spirit. 

in medias res [L.]. Into the very midst 
of the business. 

in memorlam [L.]. To the memory of. 
in nomine [L.]. In the name (of), 
in nubibus [L.]. In the clouds; vague, 
in pace [L.]. In peace, 
in partibus infldelium [L.]. In the 
countries of unbelievers, 
in perpetuum [L.T. For ever, 
in petto [It.], within the breast, in 
reserve. 

in posse [L.]. In possibility, potentially, 
in propria persona [L.]. In one’s own 
person. 

in purls naturalibus [L.]. In a state of 
nature; naked, 
in re [L.]. In the matter of. 
in rerum natura [L.]. In the nature of 
things. 

in saecula sseculorum [L.]. For ever and 

ever. 

in situ [L.]. In (its original or proper) 

position. 

in statu quo [L.]. In the same state as. 
integer vitae scelerisque purus [L.]. 

Blameless in life and clear of crime, 
in tenebris [L.]. In the dark, in doubt, 
inter alia [£».]. Among other things, 
inter arma leges silent [L.J. In the time 
of war the laws are silent, 
inter canem et lupum [L.]. Between the 
dog and the wolf, twilight, 
inter nos [L.j. Between ourselves. 
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in totidem verbis [L.]. In so many 

words. 

in toto [LJ. Entirely, 
in transitu [LJ. On the way, en route, 
intra vires TL.j. Within the powers (of), 
in utroque jure [L.]. Under both (canon 
and civil) laws. 

in vacuo [LJ. In a vacuum, in empty 
space. 

invenit [LJ. He (or she) devised this, 
in vino veritas [LJ. Drunkenness makes 
a man let out the truth, 
ipse dixit [L J. He himself has said it: a 
mere assertion. 

ipsissima verba [L.]. The identical 
words. 

ipso facto [LJ. By the fact itself, 
ita lex scripta [LJ. Thus the law stands 
written. 

I acta alea est [LJ. The die is cast, 
am satis 1 [L.j. Enough now of this 1 
e ne sals quoi [F.l. I know not what, 
something indefinable. 

Je ne sals trop [FJ. I don’t know pre¬ 
cisely. 

je suls prfet [FJ. I am ready, 
jeu de mains [F.]. A practical joke: a 
pun. 

leune premier [F.]. A stage lover, 
jeunesse dor6e [FJ. The gilded youth, 
jubilate Deo [LJ. O be joyful in the 
Lord. 

j ure divino [LJ. By divine law. 
ure humano [L.]. By human law. 
uris peritus [L.]. One learned in the 
law. 

juris utriusque doctor [L.]. Doctor 
of both (oanon and civil) laws. 

|us canonicum [L.]. Canon law. 

I us civile [LJ. Civil law. 

Jus divlnum [L.]. Divine law. 

)us et norma loquendl [L.]. The law 
and rule of speech. 

Jus gentium [LJ. The law of nations, 
juste milieu [L.J. The golden mean, 
juvante Deo [LJ. God helping, 
j ’y suis et j ’y reste [F.]. Here I am and 
here I stay. 


!^ C ? nv ? nances CFJ. The proprieties. 

teate“ tm0llF - 1 - TheStfttel I — 

. The * enCTal <*<><*• 
i - 1 ; A curtain-raiser. 

^custom^ aW °* P^ ace > local 

{“ ?°“ “ ri r P‘a ILJ. The unwritten law. 
1« talionis [L.j. The law of retaliation. 
I homme propose et Dieu dispose [F.l. 

Man proposes and God disposes. 

licet [L.J. It is permitted, it is legal 
limbus fatuorum [L.j. A fool’s paradise. 

1 inconnu [F.]. The unknown. 

1 incroyable [F.j. The incredible, the 
marvellous. 

lite pendente [L.j. During the trial, 
litera scripta manet [L.J. The written 
word remains. 

loco citato [L.J. In the place quoted, 
locus in quo [L.J. The place in which, 
locus slgllll [L.J. The place of the seal, 
locus standi [L.J. Recognized place or 
position authorizing appearance in 
court, etc. 

longo intervallo [L.J. At a long interval, 
loquitur [L.J. He (or she) speaks, 
lucernam olet [L.J. It smells of the lamp 
lucus a non lucendo [L.J. Lucus (a 
grove) is derived from lucere (to shine) 
because it is dark; (Jig.) anything in¬ 
consequent and absurd, 
iupus in fabula [L.J. The wolf in the 
fable; talk of the devil and he will appear 
lusus naturae [LJ. A freak of nature, 
lux in tenebris [LJ. Light in darkness. 
[L.J. The 


fie light of the world.* 


labor omnia vincit [LJ. Labour over¬ 
comes all difficulties, 
isesa majestas [LJ. Lese-majesty, 
lapsus calami (linguae, memoriae) [LJ. 
A slip of the pen (tongue, memory), 
lares et penates [LJ. Household gods, 
lasciate ogni speranza, voi ch’ entrate 
[It.]. All hope abandon ye who enter 
here. 

laudator temporis acti [LJ. One who 

praises the good old days, 
laus Deo [LJ. Praise be to God. 
le beau monde [FJ. The world of fashion, 

society. 

le pas [F.]. Precedence, 
le roy, or la reyne, le veult [N.-F.J. The 
King, or the Queen, wills it (royal assent 
to a Bill). 

les absents ont toujours tort [FJ. The 
absent are always wrong. 


lux mundi [ 

ma ch&re [FJ. My dear (fern.), 
magna est veritas et praevalet IX 1 
Truth is great and all-powerful, 
magnas inter opes inops [LJ. Poor in 
the midst of great wealth, 
magni nominis umbra [LJ. The shadow 
of a mighty name. 

magnum bonum [LJ. A great good, 
magnum opus [L J. A great undertaking, 
the great work of a man’s life, 
maison de santt [FJ. A private asylum 
or hospital. 

maison de ville [FJ. A town hall, 
maitre d’hdtel [FJ. A house steward, 
mal k propos [FJ. Unseasonably, 
mala fide [L J. In bad faith, treacherously, 
mal de mer [FJ. Sea-sickness, 
malentendu [FJ. A misunderstanding, a 
mistake. 

mal entendu [FJ. Misunderstood. 
mal£r£ nous [F J. In spite of us. 
mail exempli [LJ. Of bad example, 
malo modo [LJ. In an evil manner, 
manet [LJ. (pi. manent) He (or she) 
remains. 

manu fort! [LJ. With the strong hand, 
manu propria [L J. With one’s own hand, 
mardi gras [FJ. Shrove Tuesday, 
mare clausum [LJ. A closed sea. 
marque de fabrique [FJ. A trade-mark, 
mauvaise honte [FJ. False shame, 
mauvais sujet [FJ. A worthless fellow. 
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mauvais ton [F.]. Bad style, 
mea culpa [L.]. By my fault, 
medio tutissimus ibis [L.]. You will 
travel safest in a middle course, 
me judice [L.]. In my opinion- 
memoriter [L.]. From memory, 
mens invicta manet [L.]. The mind 
remains unconquered. 

mens sana in corpore sano [L.]. A sound 
mind in a sound body, 
mens sibi conscia recti [LJ. A mind 
oonscious of its own rectitude, 
meo periculo [LJ. At my own risk, 
meo voto [LJ. By my own wish, 
merum sal [LJ. Pure salt, true wit. 
meum et tuum [L.]. Mine and thine, 
mi-cardme [F.]. Mid-Lent, 
mirabile dictu [L.]. Wonderful to relate, 
mirabile visu [L.]. Wonderful to see. 
miserere mei [L.]. Have mercy upon me. 
mon ami [F.]. (fem . amie) My friend, 

mon Dieu ! [FJ. Good heavens I 
gracious ! 

more majorum [LJ. After the manner of 
our ancestors. 

more suo [L.]. In his usual way. 
morituri morituros salutant [L.]. Those 
about to die salute those about to die. 
mors janua vitae [L.]. Death is the gate 
of life. 

mors omnibus communis [L.]. Death 
is common to all men. 
motu proprio [LJ. Of his own accord, 
moyen ftge [FJ. The Middle Ages, 
multum in parvo [L.]. Much in little, 
multum non multa [L.]. Much not many, 
mutatis mutandis [L.J. The necessary 
changes being made. 

natale solum [L.]. The land of one’s birth, 
ne cede malls [L.]. Do not yield to 
misfortune. 

necessitas non habet legem [L.]. 

Necessity knows no law. 
nec pluribus impar [L.]. No unequal 
match for many (motto assumed by 
Louis XIV.). 

ne exeat [L.]. Let him not depart, 
negatur [L.]. It is denied, 
nemine contradicente [L.]. No one con¬ 
tradicting. 

nemine dissentiente [L.]. No one dis¬ 
senting. 

nemo me impune lacessit [L.]. No one 
provokes me with impunity, 
ne nimium [L.]. Not too much; avoid 
excess. 

ne plus ultra [LJ. Nothing further; 
perfection. 

nervi belli pecunla [L.]. Money Is the 
sinews of war. 

ne sutor supra crepidam [L.]. The 
shoemaker should not go beyond his last, 
nihil ad rem [LJ. Nothing to the 
purpose. 

nihil tetigit quod non ornavit [L.]. He 

touched nothing without embellishing it. 
nil admirari [L.]. To be astonished at 
nothing. 

nil desperandum [LJ. Never despair. 


n’importe [F.]. It is of no consequence, 
nisi Dominus frustra [L.]. Unless the 
Lord (build the house, they labour) in 
vain (that build it). 

noblesse oblige [F.]. Bank impose* 
obligations. 

nolle prosequi [L.]. To be unwilling to 
prosecute. 

nolo contendere [L.]. I will not contest 
it; guilty. 

nolo episcopari [L.]. I do not wish to be 
a bishop (formal reply to offer of 
bishopric). 

non compos mentis [L.]. Not of sound 
mind, mentally deranged, lunatic, 
non est inventus [L.]. (He) is not to be 
found. 

non libet [L.]. It does not please me. 
non mi ricordo [It.]. I do not remember, 
non multa, sed multum [L.]. Not many 
things, but much, 
non nobis [L.]. Not unto us. 
non obstante [L.]. Notwithstanding, 
non omnis moriar [L.]. I shall not 
wholly die. 

non placet [LJ. A formula expressing a 
negative vote. 

non possumus [L., we cannot]. A state¬ 
ment of inability or a refusal to act. 
non sequitur [L., it does not follow]. An 
illogical inference; an irrevelant con¬ 
clusion. 

nosce teipsum [L.]. Know thyself, 
nota bene [L.]. Note well. 

Notre-Dame [F.]. Our Lady, the Virgin 
Mary. 

nous avons change tout cela [F.]. We 
have changed all that, 
nous verrons [F.]. We shall see. 
nouveau riche [F.]. (pi. nouveaux 
riches) A newly-ricn man, a parvenu, 
null! secundus [L.]. Second to none, 
nunc aut nunquam [L.]. Now or never, 
nunquam non paratus [L.]. Never un¬ 
prepared. 

obiit [L.1. He (or she) died, 
obiter dictum [L.]. A thing said Inci¬ 
dentally. 

obscurum per obscurius [L.]. (Ex¬ 
plaining) an obscurity by something still 
more obscure. 

odi profanum vulgus et arceo [L.]. I 
hate the vulgar rabble and keep it aloof, 
odium theologicum [L.]. Hatred among 
theologians, 
oeuvres [FJ, Works, 
omnia mors aequat [L.]. Death levels 
all distinctions. 

omnia munda mundis [L.]. To the pure 
all things are pure. 

omnia mutantur, nos et mutamur in 
illis [L.]. All things are subject to 
change, and we change with them, 
omnia vincit amor [L.]. Love conquers 
all things. 

omnibus idem [LJ. The same to all 
men. 

onus probandl [LJ. The burden of 
proving. 
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opere citato [L.J. In the work cited, 
ora e sempre [It.]. Now and always, 
ora et labora [L.]. Pray and work, 
ora pro nobis [L.]. Pray for us. 
orate pro anima [L.]. Pray for the soul 
(of). 

ore rotundo [L.]. With impressive 
utterance. 

O ! si sic omnia I [L.]. O if only all had 
been (spoken or acted) thus I 
O tempora ! O mores ! [L.]. Alas for 
the times and the manners I 
otium cum dignitate [L.]. Dignified 
leisure. 

pace [L.]. By leave of, with the consent of. 
pacta conventa [L.]. The conditions 
agreed on. 

pallida mors [L.]. Pale Death, 
palmam qui meruit ferat [L.]. Let him 
bear the palm who has deserved it. 
panem et circenses [L.]. Bread and the 
circus-games; food and amusement, 
parbleu I [F.]. An exclamation of sur¬ 
prise, etc. 

par-ci par-lh [F.]. Here and there, 
par complaisance [F.]. Out of politeness, 
par excellence [F.j. Pre-eminently, 
par exemple [F.]. For instance, 
pari passu [L.J. A* the same rate or 
pace. 

parole d’honneur [F.]. Word of honour, 
particeps criminis [L.]. A partaker in 
the crime; an accessory, 
parturiunt montes, nascetur ridicuius 
mus [L.]. The mountains are in labour 
and the result will be a ridiculous mouse, 
pas de deux [F.T. A dance for two. 
pas possible I [F.1. Impossible I 
pas seul [F.]. A dance for one person, 
pax Romana [L.]. The peace of the 
Roman Empire. 

pax vobiscum [L.]. Peace be with you. 
peine forte et dure [F.]. Very severe 
punishment (a kind of judicial torture), 
per angusta ad augusta [L.T. Through 
trial to triumph. » 

per aspera ad astra [L.]. Through rough 
ways to the stars; through suffering to 
renown. 

per contra [L.]. On the contrary, 
per fas aut nefas [L.]. Through right or 
wrong. 

per mare, per terras [L.]. By sea and 

land. 

per mensem [L.]. Monthly, 
per saltum [L.]. At a leap, 
per se [L.]. By itself, 
persona grata [L.]. An acceptable 
person. 

petitio principii [L.]. Begging the chief 
point, begging the question, 
peu & peu [F.]. Little by little, by degrees. 
pi£ce de resistance [F.]. The most sub¬ 
stantial dish at a meal, 
pied-a-terre [F.]. A footing, a temporary 
lodging. 

pis aller [F.]. A makeshift, 
plein air [F.]. The open air. 
pleno jure [L.]. With full authority. 


poco k poco [It.]. Little by little, by 
degrees. 

poco curante [It.]. Indifferent, apathetic, 
poeta nascitur, non fit [L.]. The poet is 
born, not made. 

point d’appui [F.]. A base for action, 
post hoc, ergo propter hoc [L.j. After 
this, therefore on account of this, 
post obitum [L.]. After death, 
pour ainsi dire [F.]. So to speak, 
pour encourager les autres [F.]. To 
encourage the others, 
pour faire rire [F.]. To raise a laugh, 
pour prendre cong6 (P.P.C.) [F.]. To 
take leave. 

preux chevalier [F.]. A brave knight, 
prima facie [L.]. At first sight, 
primus inter pares [L.]. First among 
equals. 

pro aris et focis [L.]. For our altars and 
hearths. 

probatum est [L.]. It has been proved, 
pro bono publico [L.]. For the public 
good. 

procul, O procul este, profani [L.]. 

Hence, oh get hence, ye profane, 
pro forma [L.]. As a matter of form, 
pro hac vice [L.]. For this occasion, 
proh pudor l [L.]. For shame, 
pro patria et rege [L.]. For country and 
king. 

proprio motu [L.]. Of one’s own accord, 
pro rata [L.]. In proportion, 
pro rege, lege, grege [L.]. For the king, 
the law, the people. 

pro re nata [L.]. As occasion may arise, 
prosit tibi [L.]. May it be well with thee, 
pro tanto [L.]. For so much, to that 
extent. 

pro tempore [L.]. For the time being, 
proxime accessit [L.]. He (or she) came 
nearest. 

Punica fldes [L.]. Punic faith, treachery. 

quaere [L.]. Inquire, 
quaeritur [L.]. It is asked, 
quae vide [L.]. Which (things) see. 
quantum libet [L.]. As much as you like, 
quantum meruit [L.]. As much as he (or 
she) deserved. 

quantum sufficit [L.]. As much as 

suffices. 

quantum valeat [L.]. So much as it may 
be worth. 

quelque chose [F.]. Something; a trifle, 
que vouiez-vous? [F.]. What would you 
have ? 

quern deus vult perdere, prlus dementat 

[L.]. Whom a god means to destroy he 
first makes mad. 

quern di diligunt, adolescens moritur 

[L.]. He whom the gods love dies young, 
quid faciendum? [L.]. What is to be 
done? 

quid pro quo [L.]. Something in return, 
quid rides? [L.]. Why do you laugh? 
quidn sabe? [Sp.]. Who knows? 
qui facit per alium, facit per se [L.]. He 
who acts through another acta through 
himself. 
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qu’importe? [F.j. What does it matter? 
quis custodiet ipsos custodes? [L.]. 

Who will watch the watchers? 
qui s’excuse, s’accuse [F.]. He who 

excuses himself accuses himself, 
quis separabit? [L.]. Who shall separate 
us? (the motto of the Order of St. 
Patrick). 

qui va lh? [F.]. Who goes there ? 
quoad hoc [L.]. To this extent, 
quo animo? [L.]. With what intention? 
quocunque modo [L.]. In whatever 
manner. 

quod absurdum est [L.]. Which thing 
is absurd. 

quod avertat Deus ! [L.]. Which God avert 1 
quod dixi, dixi [L.j. What I have said, I 
have said. 

quod erat demonstrandum (Q.E.D.) [L.]. 

Which was to be proved, 
quod erat faciendum (Q.E.F.) [L.]. 

Which was to be done, 
quod vide JTL.]. Which (thing) see. 
quo jure? [L.]. By what right? 
quomodo? [L.]. By what means? 
quot homines, tot sententiae [L.]. As 
many minds as men; so many men, so 
many minds (sometimes incorr. quoted 
TOT HOMINES, etc.). 

quo vadis? [L.]. Whither goest thou? 

raison d ’fctre [F.]. The reason for a thing’s 
existence. 

rara avis [L.]. A rare bird; a prodigy, 
reculer pour mieux sauter [F.]. To 
retire in order to advance better, 
reductio ad absurdum [L.]. Proof by 
demonstrating the absurdity of the 
contrary. 

re infecta [L.]. With the business un¬ 
finished. 

rem acu tetigisti [L.]. You have touched 
the matter with a needle; you have 
described it accurately. 
r£pondez s’il vous plait (R.S.V.P.) [F.]. 
Please reply. 

requiescat in pace [L.]. May he rest in 
peace. 

res angusta domi [L.]. Matters straitened 
at home, poverty. 

res judicata [L.]. An issue that has been 
settled in a court. 

respice flnem [L.]. Look to the end. 
resurgam [L.]. I shall rise again, 
revenons a nos moutons [F.]. Let us 
return to our sheep, let us come back to 
our subject. 

ruat caelum [L.] Let the heavens fall, 
ruse de guerre [F.]. A military 
stratagem. 

rus in urbe [L.]. Country in town. 

s&va indignatio [L.]. Fierce indignation, 
sal Attlcum [L.j. Attic salt, wit. 
salus populi suprema lex [L.]. The 
public safety is the supreme law. 

Silvo jure [L.]. Without prejudice, 
salvo pudore [L.]. Without offence to 
modesty. 

sans doute [F.]. Doubtless. 


sans pareil [F.j. Unequalled, 
sans peur et sans reproche [F.]. With¬ 
out fear and without blame, 
sans phrase [F.]. Without circumlocution* 
sans souci [F.l. Free from care, 
sapere aude [L.]. Dare to be wise, 
satis quod sufficit [L.]. What suffices is 
enough. 

sat pulchra, si sat bona [L.]. Fair 
enough if good enough; handsome is as 
handsome does. 

sauve qui peut [F.]. Save yourselves who 
can. 

savoir faire [F.j. Tact; skill, 
savoir vivre [F.]. Good breeding, 
scandalum magnatum [L.j. The defa¬ 
mation of exalted personages, 
sculpsit [L.]. He engraved or carved this, 
secundum artem (naturam, regulam) 
[L.]. According to art (nature, rule), 
selon les rfegles [F.j. According to the rules, 
semper eadem [L. pi.], (sing, idem) 
Always the same. 

semper fldelis [Is.]. Always faithful, 
semper paratus [L.]. Always ready. 
Senatus Populusque Romanui 
(S.P.Q.R.) [L.]. The Roman Senate and 
People. 

seniores priores [L.]. Those who are 
older first. 

se non & vero, fe ben trovato [It.]. If it 
is not true, it is cleverly invented, 
servare modum [L.]. To keep within 
bounds. 

servus servorum Dei [L.]. The servant 
of the servants of God (a title of the Pope), 
sic in original! [L.]. Thus in the original, 
sic itur ad astra [L.]. Such is the way to 
the stars (or to fame), 
sic semper tyrannis [L.]. Ever thus to 
tyrants. 

sic transit gloria mundi [L.]. So earthly 
glory passes away, 
sicut ante [L.]. As before, 
sic vos non vobis [L.j. So you do not 
(labour) for yourselves, 
s’il vous plait [F.]. If you please, 
si monumentum requiris, circumspico 
[L.]. If you seek his memorial look 
around you. (In St. Paul’s Cathedral, of 
the architect, Sir Christopher Wren.) 
simpliciter [L.]. Absolutely, without 
qualification. 

sine cura [L.j. Without charge or office, 
sine die [L.j. Without any day (being 
fixed). 

sine mora [L.]. Without delay, 
sine prole [L.]. Without offspring, 
sine qua non [L.]. An indispensable 
condition. 

siste, viator I [L.]. Stay, traveller ! 
sit tibi terra levis [L.]. May the earth lie 
light upon thee. 

si vis pacem, para bellum [L.J. If you 
want peace be ready for war. 
solitudinem faciunt, pacem appellant 

[L.]. They make a solitude and call it 
peace. 

solvitur ambulando [L.]. It is proved 
as you go along. 
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spero meliora [L.]. I hope for better 
things. 

splendide mendax [L.]. Magnificently 
false. 

spolia opima [L.]. The richest spoils, 
sponte sua [L.]. Of one’s own accord, 
statim [L.]. At once, 
status quo ante [L.]. The same state as 
before. 

stet fortune domus ! [L.]. May the for¬ 
tune of the house endure ! 

Sturm nnd Drang [G.j. Storm and stress, 
sua cuique voluptas [L.]. Every man 
has his own pleasures, 
sua viter in modo, fortiter in re [L.]. 

Gentle in manner, resolute in execution, 
sub colors juris [L.]. Under colour of 
law. 

sub judice [L.]. Under consideration. 

* U Sea? ede SlglU1 Undef the Qreat 

sub poena [L/J. Under penalty (of), 
sub rosa [L.]. Under the rose, con¬ 
fidentially. 

sub silentio [L.]. Without notice being 
taken. 

succ&s d ’estime [F.]. A success with more 
credit than profit. 

suggestio falsi [L.]. A suggestion of 
something that is untrue, 
sui generis [L.]. Of its (his, or her) own 
kind. 

sui juris £L.]. Of his (or her) own right. 

summum jus, summa injuria [L.]. The 
rigour of the law is the height of op¬ 
pression. 

sunt lacrimse rerum [L.]. There are 
tears for mortal things, 
suo Marie [L.]. By hi3 own powers or 
skill. 

suppressio veri suggestio falsi [L.]. The 
suppression of the truth is the suggestion 
of a falsehood. 

sursum corda [L.]. Lift up your hearts, 
suum cuique [£.]. To each his own. 
suus cuique mos [L.]. Every one has his 
own particular habit. 


toties quotles [L.T. As often as. 
toto caelo [L.]. By the whole sky, dia¬ 
metrically (opposite), 
totus in toto [L.]. Complete as a whole, 
toujours perdrix [F.]. Always partridge, 
too much of a good thing, 
toujours prfet [F.l. Always ready. 

t0 8km de force A feafc oi stren & th or 

tout k coup [F.]. Suddenly, 
tout k fait [F.]. Wholly, entirely, 
tout k 1 ’heure [F.]. Instantly, 
tout de suite [F.]. Immediately, 
tout ensemble [F.J. The general effect, 
tout est perdu hors 1’honneur [F.l. All 
is lost but honour. 

tria juncta in uno [L.]. Three things 
combined in one (motto of the Order of 
the Bath). 

trium literarum homo [L.]. A man of 
three letters (L. fur, thief); a thief. 

Troja fuit [L.]. Troy was; Troy has 
perished. 

tu quoque [L.]. You also. 

uberrima fldes [L.l. Implicit faith, 
ubi bene, ibi patria [L.]. Where one is 
well off there is one’s country, 
ubique [L.j. Everywhere, 
ultima ratio regum [L.l. The last re¬ 
source of kings (war.) 
ultimus Romanorum [L.]. The last of 
the Romans (used by Brutus of Cassius), 
ultra posse nemo obligatur [L.j. No one 
Is obliged to do more than he can. 
ultra vires [L.]. Beyond one’s (legal) 
powers. 6 ' 

uno animo [L.]. With one mind, unani¬ 
mously. 

urbi et orbi [L.]. To the city and the world, 
usus loquendi [L.]. The usage of speech, 
ut infra [L.]. As (mentioned) below, 
uti possidetis [L.]. As you now have in 
your possession. 

ut mos est [L.]. As the custom is. 
ut supra [L.]. As (mentioned) above. 


tabula rasa [L.J. A smooth tablet (•• a 
clean slate ”). 

tsedium vitae [L.]. Weariness of life, 
tant mieux [F.]. So much the better, 
tant pis [F.]. So much the worse, 
tantum quantum [L.]. Just as much as 
(is required). 

teipsum nosce [L.]. Know thyself, 
tempora mutantur, nos et mutamur in 
illis [L.]. The times are changed and 
we with them. 

tempus edax rerum [L.]. Time the 
devourer of things, 
tempus fugit [L.]. Time flies, 
terminus ad quern [L.l. The goal, 
terminus a quoJTL.]. The starting-point, 
terra incognita [L.]. An unknown land, 
tertium quid [L~], A third something, 
teste [L.]. By the evidence (of), 
timeo Danaos et dona ferentes [L.]. I 
fear the Greeks even when they offer 
gifts. 


vade in pace [L.]. Go in peace, 
vse victis ! [L.j. Woe to the vanquished ! 
vat J* tas vanitatum, et omnia vanitas 
[L.J. Vanity of vanities, all is vanity, 
varia lectio [L.]. {pi. variae lectiones) 
A variant reading. 

vedi Napoli e poi muori [It.]. See Naples 
and then die. 

veluti in speculum [L.j. As in a mirror, 
veni. Creator Spiritus [L.l. Come, Holy 
Spirit, Creator. J 

veni, vidi, vici [L.]. I came, I saw, I 
conquered. 

verbatim et literatim [L.]. Word for 
word and letter for letter, 
verbera, sed audi [L.]. Strike, but hear, 
verbum satis sapient! [L.]. A word is 
enough to the wise. 

veritas omnia vincit [L.]. Truth con¬ 
quers all things. 

vexata quaestio [L.]. A disputed question, 
via crucis via lucis [L.]. The way of the 
Cross is the way of light. 









490 


via media [L.]. A middle course, 
vicisti, Galilaee! [L.]. Thou hast con¬ 
quered, O Galilean 1 

victi vicimus [L.]. Conquered, we 
conquer. 

video meliora proboque, deteriora 
sequor [L.]. I see the better and ap¬ 
prove it, yet pursue the worse, 
vide ut supra [L.]. See as above, 
vi et armis [L.] By force and arms, 
vigilate et orate [L.]. Watch and pray, 
vincet amor patriae [L.]. The love of 
country will prevail. 

vires acquirit eundo [L.]. It acquires 
strength as it goes. 

virginibus puerisque [L.]. For maidens 
and boys. 

virtute officii [L.] By virtue of one’s office, 
vis inertiae [L.]. The power of inertness, 
visum visu [L.]. To see and to be seen, 
vis unita fortior [L.]. Strength united is 
the more powerful. 

vita brevis, ars longa [L.]. Life is short, 
but art is long. 

vivat rex (regina) l [L.]. Long live the 
king (queen) ! 

Vive la R6publique l [F.]. Long live the 
Republic l 


vive 1 ’empereur! [F.]. Long live the 
Emperor ! 

vixere fortes ante Agamemnona [L.]. 

There were brave men before Agamemnon, 
vogue la gal&re [F.]. Row the galley, 
happen what may. 
voilh [F.]. See there, there it is. 
voilh tout [F.]. That’s all. 
volens et valens [L.]. Willing and able, 
volenti non fit injuria [L.]. No injury is 
done to a consenting party, 
volo, non valeo [L.]. I am willing but 
unable. 

vox et praeterea nihil [L.]. A voice and 

nothing more. 

vox faucibus haesit [L.]. His voice stuck 
in his throat; he was dumb with amaze¬ 
ment. 

vox (pi. voces) populi [L.]. The voice of 
the people, popular feeling, 
vox populi vox Dei [L.]. The voice of the 
people is the voice of God. 

Weltgeist [G.]. The world-spirit. 
Weltschmerz [G.]. World-sorrow, pessi¬ 
mism. 

Zeitgeist [G.]. The spirit of the age. 


PRONUNCIATION OF PROPER NAMES 

For Key to Pronunciation see p. 4 . 


Aachen, a'ch6n 
Abana, 4b'4-n4 
Abbasside, a-b&sld 
Abdera, &b-der'4; Ab- 
derite, 4b'd6r-it 
Abednego, 4-bed'n6-g5 
Abergavenny, 4b-6r-gen'i 
Abinger, ab'in-j6r 
Abrantes, a-bran'tes 
Abruzzi, a-brood'z5 
Abydos, a-bl'dos 
Aceldama, 4-sel'd4-m4 
Achates, 4-ka'tez 
Acheron, &k'er-on 
Achilles, 4-kil'ez 
Achitophel, a-kit'6-fel 
Acroceraunia, 4k-r5-se- 
raw'ni-a 

Actaeon, ik-te'6n 
Adonai, a-d8'ni, 4d-6-n&'I 
Adonais, 5d-6-na'is 
/Egeus, e'joos 
/Eneas, e-ne'as 
iEneid, §'n6-id 
/Eschylus, es'ki-lhs 
Agamemnon, 4g-a-mem'- 
non 


Agesilaus, 4-jes-i-ia'ds 
Agulhas, a-gool'yas 
Ahriman, a'ri-man 
Aida, a-S'd4 
Aileen, I-len' 

Aisne, 4n 

Aix-la-Chapelle, ftks-la- 
sha-pel' 

Aix-les-Bains, 4ks-l&-ban 
Alaric, 5.1'a-rik 
Albania, &l-ba'ni-4 
Albany, awl'ba-ni 
Albemarle, 41'b6-marl 
Albuera, al-bu-4'ra 
Alcazar, 41-ka'zar, -ka'tAar 
Alcester, awls't6r 
Alcibiades, il-si-bl'4-dez 
Alcides, 3,1-si'dez 
Alcinous, 41-sin'6-fc3 
Alcoran, 41-k6-ran' 
Alcyone, 41-si'o-n5 
Alenfon, 4-len's6n, a-lan- 
so n' 

Alethea, Sl-e-te'4 
Aleutian, 41-i-oo'shi-4n, 
a-lu'sh4n 
Alfieri, al-fyar'i 


Algeciras, 4l-j4-s6r'4s 
Alhambra, 41-h4m'br4 
Alighieri, a-le-gyftr'e 
Alleghany, Sl'e-gi-ni 
Alnwick, 4n'ik 
Alpheus, 41-f§'iis 
Alsace-Lorraine, il-s&s'ld- 
r4n' 

Althaea, 41-th8'4 
Amadeus, 4m-4-de'tis 
Amalfi, 4-m&l'fi 
Amaryllis, am-4-ril'is 
Amati, a-ma'te 
Amici, a-me'chg 
Amiens, 4m'i-enz, a-myan' 
Ammergau, 4m'er-gou 
Amphion, am-fi'on 
Amphitrite, 4m-fi-trTti 
Amundsen, a'mun-s6n 
Amyot, a-mg-5' 

Anacreon, 4-n4k're-on 
Anaxagoras, 4n-&k-s&g / 6 
r4s 

Anchises, an-ki'sez 
Andrassy, on'dra-shi 
And rod es, an'dro-klgz 
Andromache, an-drom'4- k§ 
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Andronicus, Sn-dro-nl'kus, 

(Shak.) Sn-dron'i-kus 

Angelique, an-zha-lek' 
Angelus, fin'je-lus 
Angevin, &n'j6-vin, an-zh6- 

va n' 

Angoulgme, an-goo-lam' 
Anjou, Sn'joo, an-zhoo' 
Annunzio, a-noond'zi-6 
Anthony, 4n't6-ni 
Antibes, a n-teb' 

Antigone, fin-tig'6-nS 
Antinous, an-tin'6-iis 
Antoine, an-twan' 

Anubis, a-nu'bis 
Apelles, 4-pel'ez 
Aphrodite, 4f-r6-dI'tS 
Apollyon, 4-pol'i-on 
Appomattox, 5p-d-m&t'- 
oks 

Apuleius, Sp-u-IS'iis 
Apulia, 4-pu'li-4 
Aquarius, a-kwar'i-iis 
Aquinas, 4-kwI'nas 
Aquitaine, &k-wi-tan' 
Aramis, a-ra-mes' 

Arbela, ar-b6'la 
Archangel, ark-an'j61 
Archimago, ar-ki-ma'gd 
Archimedes, ar-ki-me'd6z 
Areola, ar'ko-14 
Arcole, ar-kS'la 
Arcturus, ark-tur'tis 
Areopagus, ir-6-op'a-gtis 
Ares, ar'€z 
Arezzo, a-red'z6 
Argentine, ar'j6n-t6a 
Argolis, ar'go-lis 
Ariadne, 5r-i-&d'ni 
Arian, ar'i-4n 
Arion, 4-rJ'on 
Aristides, ftr-ls-tlMEz 
Aristobulus, 4-ri.s-to-bfi'16s 
Aristophanes, Sr-is-tof'a- 
n§z 

Aristotle, ar'is-totl 
Arius, 4-rI'ils, 4r'i-ds 
Arkansas, (Stale) ar'k4n- 
saw ; (City) ar-k5n'z4s 
Armida, ar-m§'d4 
Arras, a-ras' 

Artaxerxes, ar-tak-z5rk'- 
s§z 

Artemis, ar't6-mis 
Artois, ar-twa' 

Asclepius, 4s-kle'pi-4s 
Ashanti, a-sh&n'ti 
Asmodeus, 4s-m6-de'tis 
Aspasia, a.^-pa'shi-4 
Assisi, a-se'zi 
Assuan, as-u-an' 

Astraea, 4s-tre'4 
Astrophel, as'trb-fel 
Asturias, as-toor'g-is 
Ate, a'ti 
Athalie, a-ta-15' 

Athene, 4-the'nS 
Auber, o-b4r' 

Aubigng, 6-be-nya' 
Aubusson, 6-bu-son' 


Aucassin, S-ka-s&n' 
Auchinleck, af'lek, awn'lek 
Augereau, dzh'ro 
Augsburg, ougz'boordi 
Austerlitz, ou'st6r-lits 
Auteuil, 5-tu'y6 
Autolycus, aw-tol'i-kds 
Auvergne, fi-varn' 
Auxerre, o-sar' 

Avalon, 5v'4-lon 
Avebury, (place) fi'b6r-i 
(title) ftv'ber-i 
Averroes, 4-ver'6-6z 
Avicenna, Sv-i-sen'4 
Ayesha, I'6-sha 
Ayscough, Ss'kd 
Azrael, 4z'r4-el 

Bach,ba ch 
Baedeker, ba'd6-k6r 
Bahia, ba-e'a 
Baiae, ba'y§ 

Baikal, bl-kal' 

Balaclava, b51-4-kla'v4 
Balearic, b41-6-5r'ik 
Baliol, ba'li-ol 
Balliol, bai'i-61 
Balzac, b&l'z4k. bal-zak' 
Bamfylde, b4m'feld 
Banff, bamf 
Baptiste, ba-tgst' 

Barbauld, bar'bawld 
Barberini, bar-ba-re'nS 
Bamardiston, bar-nar- 
dis'tbn 

Barraclough, bar-4-kliii' 
Barras, ba-ra' 

Bartholdi, bar-t51-d€' 
Bartimeus, bar-ti-mg'ds 
Bartolozzi, bar-td-lot'si 
Baruch, bar'uk 
Barwick, bar'ik 
Bashkirtseff, b4sh-k§rt'sef 
Basil, baz'il 
Basque, bask 
Bastien-Lepage, bas-te- 
aw'le-pazb' 

Bastille, bas-t§l' 

Batavia, b4-ta'v5-4 
Bathsheba, bfith'sh6-b4 
Batthyani, bot-yan'yg 
Baugh,baw 
Bayard, ba-yar' 

Bayeux, ba-ySr' 

Bayonne, ba-yon' 

Bayreuth, bi-roit' 

Bazaine, ba-z4n' 

Beaucaire, bo-k&r' 
Beauchamp, be'ch4m 
Beauclerc, bo'k!4r, -klSrk 
Beauclerk, bS'klark 
Beaujolais, b5-zho-ia' 
Beaumarchais, bo-mar- 
sha' 

Beaumaris, bo-mar'is 
Beauvais, bd-va' 

Bechstein, bec/i'shtln 
Beethoven, ba't5-ven 
Belle Isle, bel li', -el 
Bellona. b6-15'na 


Belvoir, be'v6r 
Bentivoglio, ben-ti-vo'lyfl 
Beowulf, ba'6-wulf 
Berenice, ber-6-n!'s6 
Bergerac, bgr-zhe-rak* 
Berkeley, bark'li 
Berkshire, bark'shir 
Berlioz, b6r-li-os' 
Bermuda, b6r-mu'd4 
Bernadotte , bdr-na-dot' 
Bernhardt, b&'nart, b£r- 
nar' 

Berthelot, ber-te-15' 

Bertie (title and surname 
bar'll * 

Bertillon, bSr-ti-yon' 
Berwick, ber'ik 
Besant (1) [Annie], bes'4nfc 
Besant (2) [Sir Walter], b6- 
zant' 

Bethlehem, beth'16-h6m 
Bethmann-Holweg, bat'- 

man-hol'vag 

Bethune (1), bg-tdn, bd- 
thun' 

Bethune (2) [F.], ba-tun' 
Bettws-y-Coed, bet'us-1- 

k5-6d 

Beulah, bu'14 
Bewick, bu'ik 
Bianchi, be-4ng'ki 
Biarritz, bi-a-retz' 
Bicester, bis'ter 
Bingen, bing'6n 
Blrkbeck (family), bSr'bek 
Biron, be-ron' 

Bismarck, bis'mark 
Bizet, be-zft' 

F jdrnson, by6rn's6n 
Blenheim, blen'im 
Bligh, bll 

Blind (Karl, Mathilde), blint 
Blois, blwa 
Blouet, bloo-ft' 

Bliicher, bloo'cA6r 
Blumenbach, bloo'm6n- 
bach 

Boadicea, bo-a-di-sS'4 
Boccaccio, b6-ka'ehd 
Bode, bo'd6 
Boehm, b6rm 
Boeotia, be-5'shi-4 
Boethius, bo-e'thi-iis 
Boileau, bwa-15' 
Bolingbroke, bul'in-bruk 
Bolivia, b6-liv'i-4 
Bompas, bfim'p4s 
Bonifacio, bon-e-fa'ch5 
Bootes, bo-o'tez 
Borghese, bor-g&'za 
Borromeo, bor-o-ma'5 
Borrowes, bur'oz 
Bosanquet, bo'san-ket 
Boscawen, bos'ko-en 
Bossuet, bo'swa 
Botticelli, bot-i-chel'i 
Boucher, boo-sha' 
Boucicault, boo-si-k6' 
Bouillon, boo-yon' 
Boulanger, boo-lan-zhk 
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Boulogne, boo-15n'y6 
Bourbon, boor'bbn, boor- 

bow' 

Bourget, boor-zha' 

Bourke, berk 
Bovary, b5-va-rg' 
Braban^onne, bra-ban-son' 
Brahe, bra'h4 
Breadalbane, br6-dawl'b4n 
Brechin, brecft'in 
Breda, bra-da' 

Brescia, bra'sha 
Brillat-Savarin, br8-ya'sa- 
va-ran' 

Brindisi, bren'de-zS 
Broglie, bro'i 
Bronte, bron'ti 
Brough, brfif 
Brougham, broo'4m, broom 
Bruges, broozh 
Bruneti&re, brun-ty&r' 
Buccleuch, bu-kloo' 
Buchan, buk'an 
Buchanan, bu-k&n'an 
Buenos Ayres, b5-nas-ar'- 
iz 

Burghclere, ber'kiar 
Burghersh, b§r'g6rsh 
Burleigh, bSr'li 
Bury, (town and Albemarle 
family) ber'i; (viscount) 
bar'i 

Busiris, bu-slr'is 
Bysshe, bish 

Cabot, k&b'dt 
Cadillac, ka-de-yak' 
Cadogan, k4-dug'an 
Cadwaladr, kad-wol'4-d6r 
Caen, kan " 
Cagliostro, ka-lyos'tro 
Caillard, kl'ar 
Cairo, kir'5 

Caius, (pers. name) ka'us: 
(the Cambridge college) 
kez 

Calais, k41'4s, kil'a 
Caldcleugh, k&ld-klQf' 
Calhoun, ka-hoon' 
Callisthenes, k4-lis'th6-nez 
Calv6, kal-va' 

Cambrai, kan-bra' 
Campagnia, kam-pa'nya 
Campden, k&m'dgn 
Campeggio, k4m-peg'5 
Candide, kan-ded' 

Cannes, kan 
Canrobert, kan-r5-b&r' 
Caracci, ka-ra'ch§ 
Caravaggio, ka-ra-va'jd 
Carew, xar'i, ka-roo' 
Carnegie, kar-neg'i 
Carnot, kar-n5' 

Carpentier, kar-pon'ti-a, 
-tya 

Caruso, ka-roo'zS 
Casaubon, ka-saw'bdn 
Cassilis, kaslz 
Cassiopceia, k4s-i-6-p8'y4 
Castiglione, kas-te-ly5'n4 


Castlereagh, k&sl-rft' 
Catriona, ka-tr8'6-n4 
Cavan, k4v'4n 
Cavanagh, k&v'a-na 
Cavendish, kiv'an-dish, 
k&n'dish 

Cavour, ka-voor' 

Cayman, kl-man' 

Cayster, k4-is't6r 
Cecrops, se'krops 
Cellini, ch6-le'n8 
Cenci, chen'chS 
Cepheus, se'fus, -f6-hs 
Ceres, ser'gz 
Cetinje, tset'in-yft 
C6vennes, sa-ven' 

Chalons, sha-lon' 
Chamonix, sha'm5-n8 
Champ-de-Mars, shan-dA 
mar' 

Champs-Ely s^es, shan- 

za-ie-za' 

Chandos, sh&n'dos 
Charlemagne, shar-le-mftn' 
Charon, kar'6n 
Charteris, char't8rz 
Charybdis, ka-rib'dis 
Chastelard, shat-lar' 
Chateaubriand, sha-to- 
br§-an' 

Chautauqua, sha-taw'kw4 
Cheops, kg'ops 
Cheyne, cha'ni 
Chicago, shi-ka'go, {Am). 
-kaw'gd 

Chichele, chich'6-U 
Chill on, shg-yon' 
Chisholm, chiz'dm 
Chloe, kl5'8 
Cholmondeley, chum'li 
Chopin, sh5-pan' 

Cicero, sis'er-0 
Cid, sid 

Cinq-Mars, san-mar' 
Circe, ser'sS 
Cirencester, sis'i-t6r 
Clanricarde, kl4n-rik'4rd 
Clausen, klou'sfen 
Claverhouse, klSv'erz 
Cleopas, kle'6-p4s 
Cleopatra, kle'6-pa'-, pa'- 
tr4 

Clough, kluf 

Clytemnestra, kli-t6m- 
nes'tr4 

Cnidian, nid'i-4n 
Cnut, kg-nut' 

Cockburn, k5'b8rn 
Codes, kok'lez 
Colclough, kok'li 
Coleridge, kSl'rij 
Colon, ko-lon' 

Colquhoun, k6-hoon' 
Compiegne, kon-pe-a'-nyg 
Compton, kump'tdn 
Comte, kont 
Connaught, kon'awt, -4t 
Connecticut, ko-net'i-k&t 
Constable, kun'stabl 
Conybeare, kun'i-b4r 


Conyngham, k&n'ing-im 
Coquelin, kok-lan' 
Coriolanus, kd-ri-d-l&'ntu 
Corioli, kd-ri'6-11 
Corneille, kdr-ni'ye 
Coruna, k6-roon'y4 
Corunna, kd-run'a 
Couch, kooch 
Coverley, khv'6r-li 
Creagh, kr4 
Creighton, kri'tdn 
Crepaud, kr4-p5' 
Crespigny,krep'i-nl, krip'ni 
Crichton, kri'ton 
Croesus, krg'sus 
Cromwell, krum'-, krom'- 
wgl 

Cuvier, ku-vyft 
Cuyp, koip 
Cybele, sib'8-le 
Cyclades, sik'14-dez 
Cymbeline, 8im'b8-18n 
Cymry, kim'ri, sim'ri 
Cyprian, sip'ri-4n 
Czech, chek 

Dahomey, da-hd'mi 
Dalhousie, d&l-hoo'zi 
Dalmeny, d41-men'i 
Dalzell, Dalziel, de-el' 
Dandin, dan-dSn' 

Dante, dSn'ti, dan't4 
Danton, dan-ton' 

Darien, dar'i-6n 
Darius, da-ri'us 
Daubigny, d5-b8-ny§' 
Daudet, dd-dft' 
da Vinci, da-vin'chi 
Decies, de'shez 
Delacroix, d8-la-krwa' 

De la Pasture, d§-14p'4- 
tur 

Delhi, del i 

De Moleyns, dem-d-18n*' 
d’Eon, da-on' 

Deptford, det'fdrd 
Derby, dar'bi, der'bi 
De Ros, de-roos' 

De Saumarez, d8-s5'm4- 
rez 

Descartes, d4-kart' 
Deschanel, d4-sha-nel' 
Dettingen, det'iDg-gn 
Deutsch, doitzh. Deutsch¬ 
land, doitzh'lant 
Devereux, dev'8r-oo 
Dewar, du-4r / 

Diana, di-an'4 
Diderot, d8d-r5' 

Dieppe, de-ep' 

Dijon, de-zhon' 

Dinant, de-nan' 

Diogenes, dI-oj'e-n8z 
Dionysius, di-o-nish'i-ds 
Dionysus, di-6-ni'sus 
Disraeli, diz-rft'li 
Dives, di'vez 

Divina Commedia, de-v8' 
na-kom-ma'di-a 

Dnieper, ne'p6r 
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Dniester, nes't&r 
Dolgelly, dol-geth'li 
Dominica, dom-i-ne'k4 
Donegal, don-6-gawl' 
Donizetti, d5-ngd-zet'g 
Don Juan, don-joo'an 
Donoghue, dun'6-hoo 
Don Quixote, don kwik'- 
s6t, 

Dor£, d5-r4' 
d’Orsay, ddr'sa 
Dostoevski, dos-t6-ef'ski 
Douay, doo-4' 

Dreyfus, dra-fus' 
Dryburgh, drl'bu-rd 
Drysdale, driz'dal 
Du Guesclin, du-ga-kia»' 
Dulcinea, dul-sin'6-4, -si- 
ng'a 

Dulwich, dai'ij 
Dumas, du-ma' 

Du Maurier, du-mor'i-a 
Dumfries, diim-fres' 
Dundalk, diin-dawk' 
Dunsany, ddn-sa'ni 
Dunsinane, d£in-si-nSn' 
Dupuy, du-pw§' 

Durazzo, du-rad'z6 
Dus6, doo'z* 

Edinburgh, edn'bd-rd 
Egalitg, a-ga-lg-ta 
Eiffel Tower, I-fel'tou'gr 
Eildon, el'don 
Eileen, &-18n', I'len 
Elcho, el'kd 
Eleusis, 6-lu'sis 
Elia, §'li-4 
Elsinore, el-si-ndr' 
iSmile, ft-m§r 
Emmaus, 6-ma'ds 
Endymion, en-dim'i-6n 
Enghien, an-g&n' 

Eothen, 8-5'th£n 
Ephraim, 5'fr4-im 
Epictetus, ep-ik-te'tds 
Epicurus, ep-i-kur'us 
Erebus, er'6-bus 
Erigena, 4-rij'g-n4 
Eros, §r'os 

Esaias, 4-za'y4s, 4-tI'4s 
Este, es'ta 
Esther, es'tgr 
Etienne, a-tyen' 

Eugene, u-jgn' 

Eugene, u-zhan' 

Eugenie, u-zha-nS' 
Eulenspiegel,oi'16n-sp8 g£l 
Eumenides, u-inen'i-dez 
Euphrosyne, u-fros'i-n€ 
Euphues, (i'fu-Sz 
Euripides, ti-rip'i-d8z 
Euroclydon, u-rok'li-d6n 
Eurydice, u-rid'i-sg 
Eusebius, ii-sg'bi-iis 
Euterpe, G-tgr'pe 
Euxine, uk'sin 
Evelyn, ev'lin 
Eyck, ik 
Eyre, sir 


Farnese, far-ne'sa 
Farquhar, far'kwar, -kar 
Faucit, faw'sit 
Faust, foust 
Fayal, fi-al' 

Fayette, fa-et' 

Fenwick, fen'ik 
Fermanagh, f£r-mSn'a 
Feuerbach, foi'gr-bacft 
Fichte, fi ch'U 
Fiennes, finz 
Fiesole, fi-a'zo-14 
Fildes, fildz 
Firdausi, fgr-dou'sg 
Fiume, fu'ma 
Flaubert, flg-b&r' 

Flotow, flg'tS 
Foljambe, foo'jam 
Foscari, fos'ka-r6 
Fouchg, foo-sha' 

Foulis, foulz 

Fra Diavolo, fra-dg-a'vC-lo 
Francois, fran-swa' 
Frankenstein, frSng'kgn- 
stin 

Friedland, frgd'14nd, -lant 
Froebel fru'bel 
Froude, frood 
Fuchs, fuks 

Gaboriau, ga-bo-ryfl' 
Gaeta, ga-ft'ta 
Gairdner, gard'ndr 
Galatia, g4-ia'shi-A 
Galileo, gSl-i-lg'd 
Gallagher, gai'4-hgr 
Ganymede, g4n'i-med 
Garibaldi, gar-i-b&l'di 
Gautama, gaw'ta-ma 
Gautier, go-tya' 

Gawain, ga'wan 
Geikie, gg'ki 
Genevieve, jen'6-v5v 
Genevieve, zhen-v8-av / 
Genoa, jen'6-4 
Geoghegan, ga'g&n 
Georges, zhOrzh 
Geraint, j6r-ant' 

Gervinus, ger-v§'nus 
Gethsemane, geth-sem'A- 
n« 

Ghent, gent 

Ghirlandajo, gSr-lan-da'- 

yo 

Gibraltar, 1ib-rawl't4r 
Gilboa, gil-b6'4 
Gilchrist, gil'krist 
Gilkes, jilks 
Gillespie, gi-les'pl 
Gilzean, gi-lgn' 

Gioconda, j5-kon'da 
Giorgione, j6r-jo'na 
Giotto, jot'6 
Giovanni, j6-va'n8 
Gironde, ji-rond', zhg rond' 
Giuseppe, joo-sep'-a 
Glamis, glamz 
Gneist, gnlst 
Godiva, g6-dl'v4 
Goethe, ger'te 


Goetz, ggrts 

Gortschakoff, gor-cha-kof' 
Goschen, go'shgn 
Gotha, go'ta 
Gotham, got'Am 
Gottingen, ggr'ting-6n 
Gough, guf, gof 
Goulburn, gool'bfirp 
Gounod, goo-no' 

Graeme, gram 
Granada, gr4-na'd4 
Greaves, gravz, grevz 
Greenwich, grin'ij 
Greig, greg 

Grenada [W. Indies], gr6 
na'da, [U.S.A.], gre-na'da 



Grosvenor, grov'ndr 
Grouchy, groo-shg' 
Guadeloupe, gaw-de-loop' 
Guelders, gel'dgrz 
Guiana, ge-a'na 
Guicciardini, gwg-char- 
de'ng 

Guido Reni, gwg'dS-rft'ng 
Guilbert, gel-bar' 
Guildford, gil'ford 
Guinevere, gwin'e-vgr 
Guinness, gin'gs 
Guiscard, ges-kar' 

Guise, ggz 
Guizot, gg-zo' 

Guzman, gooth-man' 
Gwydyr, gwi'dgr, gwid'-i-gr 
Gyges, gi'jez 

Habana, ha-va'na 
Hague, hag 
Haiti, ha'ti 
Halcyone, hSl-sI'6-ng 
Haldane, hawl'dan 
Harlech, har'lec/> 

Haroun al-Raschid, ha- 
roon'al-ra'shgd 
Harz, harts 
Haughton, hfi'tdn 
Hauptmann, houpt'man 
Haussmann, 6s-man' 
Havre, avr 
Hawaii, ha-wl'g 
Haw arden, (place) har'dAn : 

(title) ha'w6r-d6n 
Haweis, haw'is 
Haydn, hadn, hldn 
Hebe, he'bg 
Hecate, hek'4-t8 
Hegel, ha'ggl 
Heidelberg, hi'del-bgrg 
Heidsieck, hid'sek 
Heine, hf'ng 
Heinrich, hin'ric* 

Hgloise, 4-16-gz' 

Henri, an-rg' 

Heraclitus, her-a-kll'tus 
Herat, hg-rat' 

Hermione, hgr-ml'6-n8 
Herries, her'is 
Hertford, har'ford 







494 


Hervey, har'vi 
Heytesbury, hats'bti-ri 
Hiawatha, hI-4-woth'A 
Hippolyta, hi-pol'i-tA 
Hobbema, hob'6-ma 
Hoboken (N.Y.), h5'b5-k8n 
Hoche, Osh 

Hohenzollern, h0-6n-tsol 
6rn 

Holbein, hOl'bln 
Holburn, hO'burn 
Holmes, h5mz 
Holyhead, hol'i-hed 
Holyoke, hol'yCk 
Honduras, hon-dur'As 
Hotham, huth'Am 
Hough, hfif 

Hougoumont, oo-goo-mon' 
Houston, hoos'tOn 
Huish, hu'ish 
Hunstanton, htin'stdn 
Huygens, hi'genz 
Huysman, hois'man 
Huvsmans, us-man' 
Hyeres, i-&r' 

Hypatia, hl-pa'shi-A 
Hyperion, hl-p6r'i-6n 

Iago, I-a'gO, ya'gO 
Iamblichus, I-Sm'bli-kus 
Ian, 8'4n 
Icarus, ik'4-rtis 
Ichabod, ik'4-bod 
Idaho, I'd&-hO 
Illinois, il-i-noi', -noiz' 

Ines, 8'nez, I'ngz 
Inge, ing 
Ingres, an'grA 
Iowa, I'6-wa 
Iphigenia, if-i-jg-ni'A 
Iquique, 5-k8'ka 
Iran, I-ran' 

Isaiah, I-zI'4 
Iser, §'zgr 
Iseult, O-soolt* 

Islay, na, is 'll 
Isolde, i-sold' 

Ito, 6'tO 

Ivan, I'v4n, 5- van' 

Iveogh, i'va 

Jael, ja'el 
Jairus, ja-Ir'ds 
Japheth, ja'fgth 
Jaques, (Pr.) zhak; (sur¬ 
name) jaka; (Shak.) ja'- 
kwez 

Jeaffreson, jef'gr-son 
Jeanne d’Arc, zhan-dark' 
Jekyll, jek'il 
Jena, ya'na 
Jeremiah, jer-A-ml'A 
Jervis, jar'via 
Jeyes, jaz 
Jocelyn, jos'lin 
Jordaens, yOr'dans 
Jourdain, zhoor-dAn' 
Jowett, jou'6t 
Jules, zhul 
Jungfrau, yung'frou 


Junot, zhu-nO' 
Jusserand, zhus-ran' 


Kaiser, M'z6r 
Kashmir, kish-mgr' 
Kavanagh, k&v'4-n4 
Kearsarge, kSr'sarj 
Keble, kObl 
Kedleston, kel'sdn, 
18s-t6n 


ked'- 


Keighley, kgth'li 
Keightley, kgt'li 
Keiller, k6'16r 
Keogh,kyO 
Ker, Kerr, kar 
Keswick, kez'ik 
Keynes, kgnz 
Khayyam, kl-yam' 

Khiva, kg'va 
Kiev, ke'6f 
Kilmorey, kil-mfir'i 
Kingscote, kingz'kdt 
Kinnoul, ki-nool' 

Kirghiz, kir-gSz' 
Kirkcaldy, kir-kaw'dl 
Kirkcudbright, kir-koo'bri 
Knollys, Knowles, nOlz 
Knyvett, niv'gt 
Koch, kocA 
Korea, k6-r8'4^ 
Kosciuszko, kos-i-tls'kO 
Kurdistan, koor-dis-tan' 
Kynaston, kin'As-ton 
Kyoto, kyO'tO 
Kyrle, kgrl 


Labouchere, l&b-oo-sh&r' 
Lacedaemon, 14s-8-dg'm6n 
Lachesis, 14k'6-sis 
Lafayette, la-fa-yet' 

La Fontaine, la-fon-tAn 
La Harpe, la arp' 

Laing, l&ng 
Lais, lft'Ls 

L’Allegro, la-la'grfl 
Lamech, la'mdk 
Lanier, la-ngr 
Laocoon, la-ok'5-6n 
Laodamia, la-0-d4-mI'A 
Ldo-tsze, la'ot-zgr 
Laplace, la-plas' 

La Rochefoucauld, la-r5sh- 
foo-k6' 

Laseelles, lis'glz, 14-selz' 
Lassalle, la-sal' 

Laurier, 15-rya' 

Lausanne, 15-zan' 

Lavater, l4-va't8r, la-va- 
tar' 

Lavoisier, la-vwa-zyA' 
Layamon, la'A-mdn 
Leamington, lem'ing-tdn 
Leander, 16-4n'd8r 
Lechmere, 18ch'm8r 
Leconte de Lisle, 16-kont'- 
d6-181' 

Lefebvre, 16-fevr' 

Lefevre, 16-f8'v8r 
Legh, Ie 

Lehmann, l&'m4n 


Leibnitz, Up'nits 
Leicester, les'tgr 
Leigh, Id 
Leighton, lft'tdn 
Leila, 18'1A 
Leinster, len'stdr 
Leipzig, llp'slk 
Leishman, ISsh'mAn 
Leith, 18th 
Lely, 18'li 
Lend os, lan-kld' 
Leominster, lem'stgr 
Leonardo, 14-5-nar'dd 
Leopardi, 14-6-par'dd 
Leopold, le'6-p51d 
Le Poer, 18-p8r 
Lerwick, lgr'ik 
Le Sage, 16-sazh' 
Letitia, 16-tish'4 
Leveson, loo'sdn 
Lewes, lil'is 
Lewis [Hebrides], loos 
Ley, 18 

Leyden, U'd6n 
Li£ge, li-ftzh' 



Lima, I8'm4 
Limcjes, 15-m5zh' 

Lincoln, ling'kdn 
Linlithgow, lin-lith'gd 
Listowell, lis'tCl 
Liszt, list 

Llanberis, hlSn-ber'is 
Llandudno, hl4n-did'n5 
Llanelly, hl4n-eth'li 
Llangollen, hl4n-goth'18n 
Llewelyn, hloo-el'in 
Lochaber, locA-a'b6r 
Lochiel, locA-81' 
Lochinvar, loch-in-var' 
Lohengrin, 18'6n-grin 
Loire, lwar 
Lopez, Id'pAs 
Lorelei, 18r-8-lI 
Los Angeles, los-an'Je-18* 
Louis, loo'i, -is 
Louisiana, loo-g-zi-4n'-A 
Lourdes, loord 
Louvain, lu-vAn' 

Louvre, loovr 
Lovat, l&v'At 
Lowell, ld'81 
Lusitania, lu-si-fca'-nl-A 
Luther, loo'thgr 
Luxembourg, luk-san-boor' 
Luxemburg, iuk-s6m-bgrg 
Lycidas, lis'i-d&s 
Lyly, lil'i 
Lympne, lim 
Lyons, 18-on' 

Lys, 18s 

Macao, m4-ka'G 
M‘Crea, m4-krft' 
M’Culloch, mA-kfiTodb 
M‘Evoy, m4k'8-voi 
M‘ Gillycuddy, ma-gll'l- 

kftd-i 

Machiavelli, ma-kS-a-rel'i 
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M* II wraith, mAk-il-rath' 

Mackarness, mfik'A-n6s 
Mackay, mA-kl' 

Mackie, mik'i 
Maclachlan, mA-klawcA'lAn 
Maclean, mA-klan' 
Macleod, McLeod. mA- 
kloud' 

Macmahon, mAk-man' 
Macquoid, mA-koid' 
Macready, mA-kr§'dI 
Maecenas, mg-s§'nAs 
Maeterlinck, ma'tgr-llnk 
Mafeking, ma'fg-king 
Magdala, (1) mAg'dA-lA; 

(2) [Abyssinia] m&g-da'la 
Magdalen, [Oxf.] Magda¬ 
lene, [Camb.] mawd'lin 
Magellan, mA-jel'An 
Maggiore, ma-jdr'ft 
Mahabharata, ma-ha- 
ba'rA-tA 

Mahan, man, mA-han' 
Mahon, mA-hoon' 

Mahony, ma'ni 
Maintz, mints 
Main waring, min'Ar-ing 
Malaga, m&rA-gA 
Malcolm, mai'kdm 
Malines, mA-lgn' 
Malmaison, mal-mA-zon' 
Malmesbury, mamz'bil-ri 
Malplaquet, mal-pla-ka' 
Manon Lescaut, ma-non'- 
les-kd 

Mansergh, m&n'zAr 
Marat, ma-ra' 

Marazion, mir-A-zI'An 
Marconi, mar-ko'ne 
Mardi Gras, mar'dg-gra 
Marengo, mA-reng'gd 
Margot, mar-gfl' 

Marie, ma-rg' 

Marischall, mar'shAl 
Marius, mAr'i-ds 
Marjoribanks, marsh'bAnks 
Marlborough, mawl'bd-r6 
Marseille, mar-sA'yd 
Marseilles, mar-sAlz' 
Martinique, mar-ti-nek' 
Marylebone, mAr'i-bun 
Mascagni, mas-ka'ny§ 
Masham, (1) [name] mish' 
Am; (2) [placs in Yorks] 
m&s'Am 

Massgna, ma-sA-na' 
Mathers, mArA'An 
Maughan, mawn 
Maunsell, mAn'sAl 
Maupassant, m6-pa-san' 
Maupertuis, m6-p6r-twg' 
Mauretania, maw-rg-tA'ni-A 
Mayence, ma-yana' 
Meagher, ma'Ar 
Meaux, m6 

Medici, med'i-chg, mS'dg- 
ehS 

Meiklejohn, mikl'jon 
Meissonier, mA-sO-nya' 
Melhuish, mel'ish 


Menai, men 'I 
Mentone, men-to'na 
Menzies, ming'ia 
Meroe, mer'6-g 
Merope, mer'6-pg 
Mesopotamia, mes-6-pd- 
tA'mi-A 

Methuen, meth'a-gn 
Meuse, mflz, mgrz 
Meyerbeer, mrgr-b&r 
Meynell, men'gl 
Michelet, mgsh-la' 
Michelham, mikl'Am 
Mignon, mgn-yo n' 

Miguel, mg-gar 
Millais, mi-la' 

Mincio, mgn'chfl 
Miraflores, mg-ra-flS'ras 
Mirandola, mg-ran'd5-la 
Mnemosyne, ng-mos'i-ne 
Mobile, m6-bgl' 

Mocha, m6'kA 
Moli&re, mg-lyAr' 

Moltke, mdlt'kA 
Molyneux, mfU'i-ntiks, -nQ 
Monaco, mon'A-k5 
Monaghan, mon'A-hAn 
Mona Lisa, m6-nA-lg'zA 
Monier, m5'ni-6r 
Monro, Monroe, mftn-rg' 
Montaigne, mon-tan' 

Mont Blanc, mon-blan' 
Monteflore, mon-ti-fg-6r'A 
Montesquieu, mon-tes-ku 
mon-tes-kygr' 

Montmorency, munt-mg- 
ren'zi 

Montpellier, mon-pel-ya' 
Morant, m6-rant' 

Moray, miir'i 
Morgante, mOr-gan'ta 
Mosheim, m6s'him 
Mozambique, mg-zAm-bek' 
Mozart, mg'zart 
Mudie, mfl'di 
Muir, mflr 

Mulhausen, mul'hou-zgn 
Munich, mu'nik 
Murat, mu-ra' 

Musset, mu-sa' 

Mycenae, ml-sg'nS 
Mytilene, mit-i-lg'nfl 

Naas, nas 
Nantes, nSnts, nant 
Naomi, na'6-, na-6'm! 
Napier, na'pi-6r, na-pgr' 
Nassau, (Eng.) nAs'aw; 

(Ger.)na'sou; (Pr.)nA-so' 
Nauheim, nou'hlm 
Nauslcaa, naw-sik'a-A 
Navarino, nAv-A-rg'nd 
Navarre, na-var' 

Neilson, ngl'sdn 
Neoptolemus, ng-op-tol'6- 
mhs 

Nepal, nA-pawl' 

Nepos, ng'pos 
Neuch&tel, Neufch&tel, 
ngr-sha-tel' 


Neuilly, nu-yg' 
Newfoundland, nfi-found'« 

lAnd 

Newnes, nfinz 
Ney, na 

Nibelung, ng'bd-lung 
Nice, ngs 
Nlemen, ng'mgn 
Nietzsche, ng'chd 
Nigel, nl'jgl 
Niger, nl'jgr 
Nimes, nem 
Niobe, nl'6-bg 
Nizam, ne-zam' 

Noailles, n6-I'yg 
Norwich, nor'ich, -i] 

Notre-Dame, nCtr-dam' 

Ober-Ammergau, o-b6r 

a'mgr-gou 

Ochterlony, ocA-tgr-15'ni 
Odoacer, 6-d6-a'sAr 
O’Donoghue, 6-dfin'o-hoo 
Odysseus, 6-dis'tis 
Odyssey, 6d'i-si 
(Edipus, S'di-pds 
(Enone, g-n6'ng 
Ogilvy, 6gl'vi 
O’Hagan, 6-ha'gAn 
Ohio, 6-hI'5 
Ohnet, 6-na' 

Oise, waz 
Omar, 6'mAr 
O’Meara, 6-mftr'A 
Omphale, om'fA-lg 
Onesimus, 6-nes'i-miis 
Ophir, 6'fir 
Orfeo, 6r-fa'5 
Oriana, 6r-i-a'nA 
Origen, or'i-jgn 
Orinoco, or-i-n6'k5 
Orion, 6-rf'6n 
Orleans, br'lg-Anz 
Orleans, 6r-la-an' 

Orpheus, br'ftls 
Orsini. 6r-sg'nl 
Orvieto, 6r-vg-a't6 
O’Shea, 3-shA' 

Osiris, 6-8ir'is 
Ossian, os'i-An 
Oudh, oud 
Oughtred, 6'trgd 
Ouida, wg'dA 
Outram, oo'trAm 

Paderewski, pa-dg-rev'ski 
Paganini, pa-ga-ng'ne 
Pagliacci, pa-lva'che 
Palaemon, pA-fe'mon 
Palamedes, pAl-A-mg'd5a 
Palestrina, pa-ias-tre'na 
Pall Mall, pel-mel' 

Palmer, pA'mgr 
Pamir, pa-mgr' 

Panama, p&n-A-ma' 
Panhard, pA-nar' 

Panizzi, pA-nit'si 
Pantagruel, p&n-t&g'ru-el 
Paradiso, pa-ra-dg'so 
Paraguay, pa-ra-gwl' 
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Paros, p&r'os 
Parrhasius, p4-r4'si-ds 
Parthenope, par-then'6-pe 
Pasteur, pas-tur' 

Patiala, put-i-a'lA 
Pauncefote, pawns'! at 
Pavia, pa-vg'a 
Paysandu, pl-zan-doo' 
Pechili, pa-ch6-le' 

Peer Gynt, par-gunt 
Peleus, pSlus 
Peloponnesus, pel-6-pd- 
ne^sus 

Penelope, p6-nel'6-pe 
Penmaenmawr, pen-men- 
mawr' 

Pennycuick, pen'i-kuk 
Penthesilea, pen-thes-i- 
le'4 

Pepys, pgps, pep'is, peps 
Perdita, p6r'di-t4 
Peres, pdr'gz 
Perier, par-yS' 

Pdrigord, par-g-gflr' 
Perrault, per-6' 
Persephone, p6r-sef'6-ng 
Perseus, pgr'sus 
Peshawar, p6-shawr' 
Petruchio, p6-troo'chi-d 
Phaethon, fa'6-thon 
Pharaoh, far'd 
Phayre, far 
Phidias, fid'i-is 
Philae, file 
Philemon, fl-le'mdn 
Philippe, fe-lep' 

Philippi, fi-lip'i 
Phlegethon, fleg'-, flej'6- 
thon 

PhtBbe, f6T)6 
Phryne, frl'ng 
Pichegru, pgsh'groo 
Piedmont, pgd'mont 
Pierre, pyar 
Pierrepont, per'point 
Pilatus, pg-la'tus 
Pincio, pgn'chd 
Pinero, pi-nftr'g 
Piozzi, pg-ot'si 
Piraeus, pl-rS'ds 
Pirithous, pl-rith'd-ds 
Pizarro, pi-zar'o 
Plantin, plan-tan' 

Plautus, plaw'tug 
Pleydell, pled'el 
Plotinus, pl6-tl'n6s 
Poe, po 

Poincard, pw5n-ka-r&' 
Poitiers, pwa-tya' 

Poitou, pwa-too' 

Pole Garew, pool-kar'i 
Polignac, pd-le-nyak' 

Polk, pok 

Polyphemus, pol-i-fg'miis 
Polyxena, pd-lik'si-na 
Pompadour, pon-pa-door' 
Pompeii, pom-pa'yg 
Poniatowski, pd-ng-a-tov'- 
ski 

Ponsonby, pda's on-bi 


Pontefract, pom'frgt, pon'- 
t6-fr4kt 

Portia, p5r'shi-4 
Poseidon, pd-sl'ddn 
Posthumus, pos'td-mtis; 

( Shak .) pos-td'mds 
Potomac, pd-td'mak 
Poughkeepsie, pd-kip'si 
Poulett, paw'let 
Poussin, poo-s&n' 

Powell, pou'61, pd'61 
Powhatan, pou-4-tan' 
Powlett, paw'let 
Praed, prad 

Praxiteles, prak-sit'6-lez 
Prevost, prey'd; [F.] pra- 

vo 

Prideaux, prid'd, pre'dd 
Probyn, prob'in 
Procyon, pr8'si-6n 
Prometheus, prd-mg'thds 
Proserpina, prd-ser'pi-n4 
Proserpine, pros'er-pln 
Proteus, prd'ttls, -t6-ils 
Psyche, sl'kg 
Ptolemy, tol'g-mi 
Puccini, poo-che'ng 
Puebla, pwd'bla 
Pugh, pfi 
Pulci, pool'chg 
Puleston, pil'stdn 
Pullein, pul'gn 
Pulteney, polt'nO 
Pwll-heli, puth-lel'i, pul- 
hel'i 

Pyramus, pir'4-mds 
Pyrenees, pir'6-ngz 

Quatre Bras, katr-bra 
Quesnel, ka-nel' 
Quiberon, kg-bg-ron' 
Quiller-Couch, kwil'gr- 
kooch 

Quirinal, kwi-rl'n&l 
Quito, kd'td 

Rabelais, ra-b6-lft' 

Racine, ra-sgn' 

Ralph, raf; (Am.) r41f 
Ramayana, ra-ma'ya-ni 
Ramillies, r4m-i-lez 
Raoul, ra-ul', roul 
Raphael, r4f'4-61 
Ravaillac, ra-va-yak' 
Rayleigh, ra'li 
Reading, red'ing 
Reay, ra 

Regnault, rg-nyS' 

Regnier, ra-nya' 

Rehan, re'h4n 
Reichsland, ric/is'lant 
Reims, remz, raws 
Rgjane, ra-zhan' 

Rgnan, r6-nan' 

Renwick, ren'ik 
Reszke, resh'kd 
Reuss, rois 
Reuter, roi'tgr 
Reykjavik, ra'ky4-vgk 
Rhodes, rods 


Rhodesia, rd-dg'zya 
Rhys, r§s 
Ricci, rg'chg 
Riccio, rg'chd 
Richelieu, resh'6-lfl 
Richter, ricA'tdr 
Rienzi, rg-en'*g 
Riga, rg'ga 
Rigoletto, rg-gd-let'd 
Rio de Janeiro, re'5-da- 
zha-nar'6 

Rio Grande, rg'd-gran'da 
Riordan, rgr'dan 
Riviera, rg-vg-ar'a, rg- 

vyar'a 

Rizzio, rgt'sg-d 
Robbia, rob'6-a 
Robespierre, rdbz'pi-ar 
Rochefort, rdsh-fdr' 
Rochelle, rd-shel' 

Rodin, rd-ddn' 

Roget, rd-zha' 

Rohan, r8-an' 

Rolleston, rdl'stdn 
Romanes, rd-ma'nes 
Romanov, r8-ma'nof 
Romford, rGm'ford 
Romney, rGm'ni 
Romsey, rGm'zi 
Ronsard, ron-sar' 
Rontgen, runt'ggn 
Roosevelt, rd'z6-velt, rocs'* 
velt 

Roscius, rosh'i-tia 
Rosny, rd-n8' 

Rossetti rd-set'i 
Rossini, r6-se'n8 
Rothes, roth'6* 

Rothesay, roth'sa 
Rothschild, roths'chlld 
Roubiliac, roo-bg-yak' 
Rouen, roo-an 
Rousseau, roo-sd' 
Roussillon, roo-sg-yon' 
Roux, roo 
Rowton, rd'tdn 
Rubaiyat, roo-bl-yat' 
Rustchuk, rust-chook' 
Ruthven, riv'6n, rooth'ver 
Ruy Bias, roo'e-blas 
Ruy Lopes, roo'e-ld'pgx 
Ruysdael, rois'dal 


Sacheverell, sA-shev'gr-el 
Sachs, Baks 
Sadowa, sa'dd-va 
Sahara, s4-ha'r4 
Saint Albans, s&nt-awl' 
banz 

Sainte-Beuve, sant-bgrv' 
St. Clair, sin'klar 
Saint-Cyr, s4n-ser' 

St. Cyres, sin-cer' 
Saint-Germain, s4n-zher 
m 4n' 

Saint Helena, sant-6-le'n4 
St. John, (pers. name) sin'- 
jdn 

1 Saint-Just, s&n-zhoost' 
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St. Leger, (pers. name) 
sil'gn- j er; (horse-race) 

sAnt-lej'gr 

Saint-Pierre, sftn-py&r' 
Saint-Saens, s&n-sans' 
Saint-Simon, sAn-se-mon' 
Sakhalin, sa-cAa^lygn' 

Sala, s&'lA 
Salome, sA-18'mA 
Salonika, sa-ld-ng'kA 
Sandes, Sandys, sAndz 
Sanquhar, s&ng'kgr 
San Remo, san-rA'mfl 
Sans G£ne, san-zh&n' 

Sans Souci, san-soo-s8' 
Santiago, san-tg-a'go 
Sardou, sar-doo' 
Saumarez, Sausmarez, 
so'mA-rgz 
Savoy, sA-voi' 

ScafeU, skaw'fAl 
Scheherazade, sh6-ha-rA- 
za'dg 

Scheldt, skelt 
Schiehallion, shg-h&l'i-6n 
Schiller, shil'gr 
Schlegel, shla'gAl 
Schley, sll 
Schmidt, shmlt 
Schofield, sk6'fgld 
Schonbrunn, shon'brun 
Schopenhauer, sho'pgn- 
hou-6r 

Schreiner, Bhrf'ngr 
Schubert, shoo'bgrt 
Schumann, shoo'man 
Schuyler, skllAr 
Sclater, slA'tgr 
Scone, skoon, skGn 
Scrymgeour, skrim'jgr 
Scylla, sil'A 
Seleucus, sd-lfl'k&s 
Selous, s6-loo' 

Semele, sem'g-lg 
Semiramis, s6-mir'A-mis 
Sennacherib, se-n&k'gr-ib 
Seoul, s&-ool' 

Sergeant, Serjeant, sar'- 

jgnt 

SAvigng, sfi-vgn-ft' 

Sfcvres, s&vr 
Seychelles, sA-shel' 
Seymour, se'mCr 
Sheila, she'lA 
Sicyon, sish-, sis'i-on 
Siegfried, sgg'fred 
Sigurd, sg'gurd 
Simois, sim'6-is 
Sinope, sl-nC'pg 
Sioux, soo 
Sisyphus, sis-i-fds 
Skrine, skren 
Sluis, slots 
Socinus, sd-sTnfis 
Sofia, s8-f§'yA 
Soissons, swa-son' 
Solferino, sol-fg-re'nd 
Somers, stim'grz 
Sotheby, su/A'6-bi 
Soult, soolt 


Southey, sou'fAi, suth'i 
Southwark, sufA'Ark 
Spa,spaw 
Speight, spat 
Spohr,shpflr 
Spree, spra 
Stael, sta'gl 
Stanhope, stSn'dp 
Stapley, stApli 
Stein, shtln 
Steyne, stln 
Stolypin, st6-lip'in 
Strachan, Strahan, strawn 
Strachey, strA'chi 
Strauss, strous, shtrous 
Stuckley, stuk'li 
Suarez, swa'rat.h 
Suchet, su-shA' 

Suetonius, su-g-t8'ni-ds 
Sully, sul'i; (Fr.) su-lg' 
Sumatra, soo-ma'trA 
Sweyn, swan 
Sybaris, sib'A-ris 
Symonds, slm'ond* 
Symons, rim'onz 
Syracuse, ( Sicily ) slr'A- 
kus; ( U.8.A.) sir'A-kus 

Taglioni, tA-lyd'ng 
Tahiti, ta'hg-tg 
Taj Mahal, tazh-ma-hal' 
Taliesin, tAl'i-A-sin 
Tampico, tam-pe'kfi 
Tanagra, tAn'A-grA 
Tangier, tAn-jer' 

Tangye, tAng'i 
Tannhauser, tan'hol-zgr 
Tarifa, ta-rg'fa 
Tartuffe, tar-tnf' 
Tauchnitz, toueA'nits 
Teheran, tA-hg-ran' 
Teignmouth, tin'muth 
Tel-el-Kebir, tel-el-kg-bgr' 
Telemachus, tg-lem'A-kiis 
Tenedos, ten'g-dos 
Tenerife, ten-8r-gf' 

Teniel, ten'ygl 
Teniers, ten'ygr* 

Tereus, tg'rus, tArig-ds 
Terpsichore, tgrp-sik'6-rg 
Tetrazzini, tA-trat-se'ne 
Teucer, tu'sgr 
Thais, thA'is; [F.] ta-gs' 
Thalia, thA-li'A 
Thames, temz 
Theobald, th8'6-bawld, 
nib'ald 

Theophilus, the-of'i-lds 
Thgrese, fcA-rAz' 

Thersites, ther-gTtSz 
Theseus, thg'siis, -s8-ds 
Thessalonica, thes-A-lo- 
ni'kA 

Thiers, ty&r 
Thom, tom 
Thoreau, thOr'fl 
Thorold, thfir'61d 
Thorwaldsen, t6r'vAl-sgn 
Thucydides, thu-sid'i-dez 
Thule, thu'le 


Thyrsis, thgr'sis 
Ticino, te-chg'nS 
Tieck, tek 
Tientsin, tg-ent-sgn 
Tierra del Fuego, tyer'a- 
del-fwa'gfi 
Tighe, tl 

Tintagel, tin-t&j'gl 
Tiresias, tl-re'shi-£s 
Tisiphone, tI-sif'6-nS 
Tissot, te-s6' 

Titania, tl-tAn'i-A 
Titian, tish'-l-An 
Tityrus, tit'-i-rus 
Tivoli, tiv'6-li 
Tmolus, mo'Jus 
Tokio, to'ki-6 
Tollemache, tol'mash 
Torphichen, tor'fi-kgn 
Torquay, t6r-ke' 

Toups, toor 
Townshend, toun'zend 
Trafalgar, trAf-Al-gar', trA- 
fAl'gAr 

Traquair, trA-kwar' 
Traviata, tra-vi-a'tA 
Tredegar, trg-de'gar 
Trefusis, trg-fu'sis 
Treloar, trg-lor' 

Treves, trgvz 
Treviso, trA-vg'so 
Trier, trer 
Trieste, trS-es'tA 
Trinidad, trin-i-dfid' 
Trocadero, trok-A-der'5 
Troilus, tr8'i-lus 
Troubridge, troo'brij 
Trovatore, tro-va-tor'A 
Tschaikovsky, chl-kof'skg 
Tuileries, twg'ler-iz 
Tullibardine, tGl-i-bar'dgn 
Turgenev, tur-gen'yef 
Tussaud, fcu-s6' 
Tynemouth, tin'muth 
Typhon, ti'fdn 
Tyrol, tir'dl 
Tyrone, tl-rOn' 

Tyrtaeus, tir-te'ils 
Tyrwhitt, tir'it 
Tytler, tlt'lgr 

Ufflzi, oo-fet'sS 
Uhland, 00 '1 ant 
Ukraine, u'krAn 
Ulysses, u-lis'ez 
Upanishad, oo-pAn'i-shAd 
Upsala, up-sa'la 
Ural, ur'Al 
Urquhart, gr'kArt 
Uruguay, u'ru-gwA 
Ushant, ush'Ant 
Utah, u'ta 
Uttoxeter, uk'sg-tdr 

Vallombrosa, v&l-om-br5' 

sA 

Valois, val-wa' 

Valparaiso, vAl-pa-ri'z5 
Vambgry, vam'bar-e 
Vanbrough, vSn'broo 
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Vannucci, va-noo'chg 

Vasa, va's4 
Vauban, v5-ban 7 
Vaud, v8 
Vaughan, yawn 
Vauvenargues, vSv-narg 7 
Vaux, v5, v5ks 
Vauxhall, yawks-, voks- 
hawl 7 

Vecchio, vek'I-8 
Vega, va 7 g4 
Veitch, vech 
Vendee, van-da 7 
Venezuela, ven-g-zw§ 7 14 
Venice, ven'is 
Vercelll, ver-chel'g 
Verdi, v4r-de 7 
Verestchagin, ver-es-cha 7 - 
gin 

Veronese, var-5-na'sa 
Veronica, vg-ron 7 i-k4 
Verrocchio, va-rok'S-S 
Versailles, vgr-saiz 7 , ver- 
sa'ye 

Vespucci, ves-poo'chg 
Vichy, vish'i, vg-she 7 
Vieuxtemps, vygr-tan 7 
Vigny, vg-nye 7 
Vigo, vS 7 -, vl'gS 
Villars, vg-lar 7 
Villiers, vil'erz, -y4rz 
Villon, vg-yon 7 , vg-lon 7 
Vincennes, van-sen 7 
Viola, vI'6-14, vg-Q'14 
Viollet-le-Duc, vy6-l& 7 lg- 
duk 7 

Vischer, fish'er 
Visconti, ves-kon'td 


Vogel, f5 7 g41 
Volpone, vol-pd 7 n4 
Voltaire, vol-t&r 7 
Vosges, vdzh 

Wagner, vag'ngr 
Wagram, va'gram 
Walcheren, val 7 c44r-gn 
Waldemar, wol 7 -, yal'dg- 
mar 

Walewski, va-lev 7 skg 
Wallachia, wA-la'ki-4 
Wallenstein, val 7 6n-shtln 
Walmesley, wawmz'li 
Waltham, waw]"«4m 
Warwick, wor'ik 
Watteau, wot-5 7 , va-td 7 
Waugh, waw 
Weber, v&'bgr 
Wednesbury, wenz'bd-ri 
Weir, wgr 

Weismann, v!s 7 man 
Wellesley, welz'li 
Werayss, weraz 
Wenceslaus, ven'ses-lous 
Werther, ver'tgr 
Whewell, hfl'gl 
Wieland, vg'lant 
Wiesbaden, vgs-ba 7 den 
Wilhelm, vil 7 helm 
Willesden, wilz'dgn 
Winckelmann, ving'kel- 
man 

Windsor, win 7 z<lr 
Witte, vit 7 * 

Wodehouse, woodTious 
Wo mb well, woom'wel 

woom'bel 


Wortley, wgrt 7 li 
Wouverman, vou 7 v6r-man 
Wrotham, root'am 
Wrottesley, rots'll 
Wiirtemberg, vnr'tem- 
bgrgh 

Wymondham, wind 7 4m 
Wyndham, wind'am 
Wyoming, wl'6-mong, wi- 
fi'ming 


Xanadu, z&n 7 4-doo 
Xanthippe, z4n-tip 7 8 
Xavier, za'vi-gr 
Xenophon, zen 7 6-fdn 
Xeres, zer'gs 


Yeats, y&ts 
Yenisei, yen-i-sa 7 fi 
Yerburgh, yar'bh-rft 
Yonge, yfing 
Yosemite, y6-sem'i-t8 
Ypfes, gpr 
Ysaye, e-za'yg 
Yucatan, d-k4-tAn 7 
Yves, gy 


Zacchaeus, zA-kg'ds 
Zachary, z5k 7 4-ri 
Zarathustra, za-rA-thoos'- 
tr4 

Zephyrus, sef'i-nls 
Zeus, zhs 

Zoroaster, z5-r6-4s 7 t4r 
Zuider Zee, zoi'dAr-zi 
Zurich, zoo'rik 


ABBREVIATIONS 


A», Aeademy, Academician; 
America; Associate. 

f . For, at, to (in prices). 

1, First-class (esp. ship). 
A.A., Automobile Associa¬ 
tion. 

A.B. [L. Artium Bacca- 
laureus ], Bachelor of Arts ; 
able-bodied seaman. 
ABC, The alphabet: a 
railway guide. 

A.G., Aero, or Alpine Club; 
[L. Ante Christum 1, before 
Christ. 

a/c, Acoount. 

Acad., Academy, 
acct., Account, account¬ 
ant. 


AJ>. [L. anno Domini ], In 
the year of our Lord. 

A.D.G., Aide-de-camp. 

Adj., Adjutant. 

Adj.-Gen,, Adjutant-Gene¬ 
ral. 

ad lib, [L. ad libitum ], To 
any desired extent. 

Adm., Admiral, Admiralty. 

ad val. [L. ad valorem ], 
According to the value, 
advt., Advertisement. 

iE, 0 Shipping ) 3rd class at 
Lloyd’s. 

aet., aetat. [L. cetatis], In 
the year of his age, aged. 


A.E.U., Amalgamated Bn 
glneers’ Union. 

A.-G., Adjutant-, Account 
ant-. Agent-, or Attorney 
General. J 

A.H. [L. anno Hegira] Ii 
a of the H egira. 

A.I.M.E., Associate of th< 
Institute of Mining Engi 

A .1 .Mech .E., Associate o 
the Institute of Mechanics 
Engineers. 

Ala., Alabama. 

Alas., Alaska. 

Alta., Alberta, Canada. 
A.M. [L. Artium Magister] 
Master of Arts; Albeil 
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Medal; [L. anno mundi ], 
In the year of the world. 

a.m. [L. anti meridiem ], 
Before noon. 

Am., America, American. 

A.M.I.G.E., Associate Mem¬ 
ber of the Institute of Civil 
Engineers. 

AJM.I.E.E., Associate Mem¬ 
ber of the Institution of 
Electrical Engineers. 

A.M.I.Mech.E., Associate 
Member of the Institute 
of Mechanical Engineers. 

A.-N., Anglo-Norman. 

anat., Anatomy. 

anc.. Ancient. 

antiq., Antiquary, antiqui¬ 
ties. 

A.N.Z.A.C., Australian 
and New Zealand Army 
Corps. 

A.O., Army Order. 

A.O.C. [R.A.O.O.]. 

A.O.D., Ancient Order of 
Druids. 


A.O.P., Ancient Order of 
Foresters. 

A.P.C., Army Pay Corps. 

Apoc., Apocalypse. 

Apocr., Apocrypha. 

app., Appendix. 

appro.. Approbation, ap¬ 
proval. 

approx., Approximate. 

Apr., April. 

aq. [L. aqua], Water. 

A.Q.M.G., Assistant-Quar¬ 
termaster-General. 

A.R.A., Associate «f the 
Royal Academy. 

A.R.A.M., Associate of the 
Royal Academy of Music. 

A.R.C.A., Associate of the 
Royal College of Art. 

A.R.G.M., Associate of the 
Royal College of Music. 

A.R.G.O., Associate of the 
Royal College of Organists. 

A.R.G.S., Associate of the 
Royal College of Science. 

A.R.I.B.A., Assodtate of 
the Royal Institute of 
British Architects. 

Aria., Arizona. 

Ark., Arkansas. 

A.R.S.A., Associate of the 
Royal Scottish Academy, 
or of the Royal Society 


of Arts. 


A.R.S.L., Associate of the 
Royal Society of Litera¬ 


ture. 

A.R.S.M., Associate of the 
Royal School of Mines. 
A.R.W.S., Associate of the 
Royal Society of Painters 
in Water Colours. 

A.-S., Anglo-Saxon. 

A.S.C. [R.A.S.O.]. 


A.S.E., Amalgamated 
Society of Engineers. 

A.S.G.B., Aeronautical 
Society of Great Britain. 

A.S.R.S., Amalgamated 
Society of Railway Ser¬ 
vants. 

Ass. -Com.-Gen., Assist¬ 
ant-Commissary- General. 

assoc., Associate, associa¬ 
tion. 

Assoc. Inst.C.E., Associate 
of the Institution of Civil 
Engineers. 

A.T.C., Art Teachers’ 
Certificate (South Ken¬ 
sington). 

A.T.C.L., Associate Trinity 
College (of Music), Lon¬ 
don. 

At.-Gen., Attorney-Gene¬ 
ral. 

Ath., Athabasca. 

A.U.C. [L. ab urbe eondita ], 
From the year of the 
building of the City 
[Rome, 754 B.O.], 

Aug., August. 

A.V. ( Bib .), Authorized 
version; artillery volun¬ 
teers. 

av.. Average; avoirdupois. 

A. V.C., Army Veterinary 
Corps. 

avdp.. Avoirdupois. 

b.. Born; (. Naut .) blue 
sky. 

B. A., Bachelor of Arts; 
British Academy, or As¬ 
sociation. 

B.Agr., Bachelor of Agri¬ 
culture. 

Balt., Baltimore. 

B. & F.B.S., British and 
Foreign Bible Society. 

B.Arch., Bachelor of Archi¬ 
tecture. 

Bart., Baronet. 

Bart’s., St. Bartholomew’s 
Hospital. 

batt., Battalion; battery. 

B.C., Before Christ; Board 
of Control; British Colum¬ 
bia. 

B.Ch. [L. Baccalaureus 

Chirurgioe ], Bachelor of 
Surgery. 

B.C.L. [L. Baccalaureus 

Civilis Legis ], Bachelor of 
Civil Law, or [Canonicce 
Legis], of Canon Law. 

B.G.S., Bengal Civil Service. 

B.D., Bachelor of Divinity. 

B.D.S., Bachelor of Dental 
Surgery. 

B.E.F., British Expedition¬ 
ary Force. 

B.Eng., Bachelor of En¬ 
gineering. 


B. is L. [F. Bachelier is 
Lettres ], Bachelor of 

Letters. 

B. is S. [F. Bachelier is 
Sciences ], Bachelor of 
Science. 

B.Hy., Bachelor of Hygiene. 

B.I., British India. 

Bib., Bible, biblical. 

biol.. Biology. 

bkrpt.. Bankrupt. 

BX., Black letter; Bachelor 
of Law; breech-loader. 

B/L, BUI of lading. 

B.Lltt., Bachelor of Letters. 

B.LL., Bachelor of Laws. 

B.M., Bachelor of Medicine; 
Brigade Major; British 
Museum. 

B.M.A., British Medical 
Association. 

B.Mus., Bachelor of Music. 

Bodl., Bodleian. 

B. of E., Board of Educa¬ 
tion. 

B. of T., Board of Trade. 

Bom.G.S., Bombay Civil 
Service. 

Bom.S.G., Bombay Staff 
Corps. 

bot.. Botany. 

B.P., British public. 

Bp., Bishop. 

Braz., Brazil, Brazilian. 

BJR.C.S., British Red Cross 
Society. 

Brig. -Gen., Brigadier- 
General. 

Brit., Britain, British, 
Britannia. 

bros., brothers. 

B.S., Bachelor of Science 
(U.S.A.), or of Surgery. 

B.S.A., British South 
Africa; Birmingham 

Small Arms Co. 

B.S.G., Bengal Staff Corps. 

B.Sc., Bachelor of Science. 

Bt., Baronet; bought. 

B.Th., Bachelor of Theo¬ 
logy. 

B.T.U., (Elec.) Board of 
Trade unit, or kilowatt 
hour. 

B.V., BibleVersion (Psalms). 

B.V.M., The Blessed Virgin 
Mary. 

B.W.I., British West Indies. 


G., Centigrade; common 
metre (hymns); con¬ 
servative. 

c.. Cent; (Naut.) cloudy; 

circum (about). 

C.A., Chartered Accountant. 
Cal., California. 

Camb., Cambridge. 
Cambs., Cambridgeshire, 
Can., Canada. 
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Cantab. [L. Cantabrigiensis], 
Of Cambridge. 

Cantuar. [L. Canluariensis], 
Of Canterbury (signature 
of Archbishop), 
cap., Capital; [L. caput], 
chapter; foolscap. 

Capt., Captain. 

Cath., Catholic; Cathedral. 
Cav., Cavalry. 

C.B., Cape Breton; Com¬ 
panion of the Order 
of the Bath; (Mil.) con¬ 
fined to barracks. 

C.B.E., Commander of (the 
Order of) the British 
Empire. 

C.C., Chamber of Com¬ 
merce ; City or County 
Council, or Councillor; 
Common Councilman; 
Cricket or Cycling Club, 
c.c., Cubic centimetre. 
C.C.P., Court of Common 
Pleas; Chief Commis¬ 
sioner of Police. 

C.C.S., Ceylon Civil Service, 
cd. (official papers), Cata¬ 
logued. 

C.E., Chief or Civil Engi¬ 
neer; Church of England, 
cent., Centigrade; century. 
C'estr. [L. Cestriensis], Of 
Chester (Bishop’s signa¬ 
ture). 

C.E.T.S., Church of Eng¬ 
land Temperance Society. 
C.F., Chaplain to the Forces, 
-f. [L. confer], compare. 
c.f.l., Cost, freight, and 
insurance. 

C.G., Coast-Guard; Gold- 
stream Guards; Consul- 
General, 
eg.. Centigram. 

C.G.H., Cape of Good Hope. 
C.G.M., Conspicuous Gal¬ 
lantry Medal. 

cli., Chairman; champion (of 
dogs); chapter; church. 
Chap., Chaplain; chapter. 
Chas., Charles. 

Ch.B. [L. Chirurgiae Bac- 
calaureus]. Bachelor of 
Surgery. 

C.I., Channel Isles; (Im¬ 
perial Order of the) Crown 
of India. 

Cicestr. [L. Cicestriensis], 
Of Chichester (Bishop’s 
signature). 

C.I.D., Criminal Investiga¬ 
tion Department. 

C.I.E., Companion (of the 
Order) of the Indian 
Empire. 

c.i.f.. Cost, insurance, and 
freight. 

C.-in-C,, Commander-in- 
Chief. 


C.I.V., City Imperial Volun¬ 
teers. 

C.J., Chief Justice. 

C.L., Commander (of the 
Order) of Leopold, 
clar., (Print.) Clarendon 
type. 

C.L.R., Central London 
Railway; Common Law 
Reports. 

C.M., Certified Master or 
Mistress; [L. Chirurgiae 
Magister]. Master of Sur¬ 
gery; common metre (of 
hymns). 

cm.. Centimetre, 
cmdg.. Commanding. 
C.M.G., Companion of (the 
Order of) St. Michael and 
St. George. 

G.M.S., Church Missionary 

Society. 

G.O., Colonial, Crown or 
Criminal Office; Com¬ 
manding Officer. 

Co., Company; County, 
c/o. Care of. 

C.O.D., Cash or collect 
on delivery. 

Col., Colonel; Columbia 
Dist. (U.S.A.). 
coll., Colleague; college, 
collect., Collective, 
colloq., Colloquial. 

Colo., Colorado. 
Col.-Sergt., Colour-Ser¬ 
geant. 

Comdr., Commander. 
Comdt., Commandant. 
Comm., Commodore, 
comp., Comparative, com¬ 
pare ; compositor; com¬ 
pound. 

conch., Oonchology. 
conj., Conjunction. 

Conn., Connecticut. 

Cons.-Gen., Consul- 

General. 

Gonsols, Consolidated 

(Funds). 

cont., Containing; con¬ 
tinued. 

Copt., Coptic. 

Cor. (Bib.) Corinthians. 
Corn., Cornish; Cornwall. 
Corr. Fel., Mem., Sec., 
Corresponding Fellow, 
Member, Secretary. 
C.O.S., Charity Organisa¬ 
tion Society. 

Cott. MSS., Cottonian 

Manuscripts. 

C.P., Clerk of Peace; College 
of Preceptors; Common 
Pleas; Common Prayer; 
[L. Congregatio Passionis], 
Passionist Fathers; Court 
of Probate, 
cp.. Compare. 

Cpl., Corporal. 


C.P.R., Canadian Pacifio 
Railway. 

C.P.S., [L. Custos Privati 
Sigilli], Keeper of the 
Privy Seal. 

C.R., Caledonian Railway; 
[L. Custos Rotulorum ], 
Keeper of the Rolls. 

Cr., Credit, creditor; Crown; 
crown (size of paper). 

C.S., Civil Service; [L. 
Custos Sigilli] Keeper 
of the Seal. 

C.S.C., Conspicuous Service 
Cross. 

C.S.I., Companion of (the 
Order of) the Star of 
India. 

C.T., Certificated Teacher. 

Ct., Count; Court. 

C.T.C., Cyclists’ Touring 
Club. e 

Ctesse. [F. comtesse ], 
Countess. 

Ctss., Countess. 

C.U., Cambridge Univer¬ 
sity. 

C.U.A.C., Cambridge Uni¬ 
versity Athletic Club. 

cub.. Cubic. 

cum. div., With dividend. 

cur.. Currency, current. 

C. V.O., Commander of (the 
Royal) Victorian Order. 

cwt., Hundredweight. 

d. [L. denarius], penny. 

D. A.G., Deputy-Adjutant- 
General. 

Dak., Dakota. 

D.A.Q.M.G., Deputy-As¬ 
sistant - Quartermaster - 
General. 

d.b.. Day-book. 

D.B.E., Dame Commander 
of (the Order of) the 
British Empire. 

D.C., District Court; Dis¬ 
trict of Columbia; [It. da 
capo], (Mus.) repeat. 

D.C.L., Doctor of Civil Law. 

D.C.L.I., Duke of Corn¬ 
wall’s Light Infantry. 

D.C.M., Distinguished Con¬ 
duct Medal. 

D.D. [L. Divinitatis Doctor ], 
Doctor of Divinity. 

D.D.D. [L. dot, dicat , 
dedicat], He gives, devotes, 
and dedicates; [L. dono 
dedit dedicavit]. He gave 
and consecrated as a gift. 

DJD.S., Doctor of Dental 
Surgery. 

Dec., December. 

Del., Delaware. 

del. [L. delineavit]. He (or 
she) drew it. 

dept., Department. 

Deut., Deuteronomy. 
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D .G., Director-General; 
Dragoon Guards; [L. 

Dei gratia], by the grace 
of God. 

D.G.M., Deputy Grand 
Master. 

dim. [L. dimidius], One 
half; diminutive. 
dipl M Diploma, 
dist., Distinguished; dis¬ 
trict. 

div., Divided; dividend. 
DX., Deputy-Lieutenant. 
DX.I., Durham Light In¬ 
fantry. 

D.Lit M Doctor of Literature. 
DXitt., Doctor of Letters. 

D.M., Doctor of Medicine 
(Oxford). 

D.M.D., Doctor of Dental 
Medicine. 

D.N.B., Dictionary of 
National Biography, 
do.. Ditto, the same. 

Dom. Proc. [L. Domus 

S 'ocerwri], {Law) The 
ouse of Lords. 

D.O.R.A., Defence of the 
Realm Act. 
doz., Dozen. 

D.P.H., Department of, 
or Diploma in, Public 
Health. 

D.Ph., Doctor of Philo¬ 
sophy. 

D.R. ( Naul .) Dead reckon¬ 
ing. 

Dr., Debtor; Doctor. 

D.S.C., Distinguished Ser¬ 
vice Cross. 

D.Sc., Doctor of Science. 

D.S.M., Distinguished Ser¬ 
vice Medal. 

D.S.O., Distinguished Ser¬ 
vice Order. 

d.s.p. [L. decessit sine prole], 
Died without issue. 

D.T., The Daily Telegraph, 
d.t., Delirium tremens. 

D. Ter., Dakota Territory. 

D.Th., Doctor of Theology. 
Dunelm. [L. Dunelmensis], 
Of Durham (Bishop’s sig¬ 
nature). 

D.V. [L. Deo volente ], God 
willing. 

dwt. [L. denarius]. Penny¬ 
weight, 24 grains troy. 

E., Earl; east; second- 
class merchant ship at 
Lloyd’s. 

E. & O.E., Errors and 
omissions excepted. 

E.B., Encyclopaedia Britan- 
nica. 

Ebor. [L. Eboracuni], York; 
[L. Eboracensis], of York 
(signature of the Arch¬ 
bishop). 


E.C., Eastern Central (Lon¬ 
don); Established Church. 
Ecua., Ecuador, 
ed., Edition, editor. 

Edin., Edinburgh. 

E.E., Early English; errors 
excepted. 

E.E.T.S., Early English 
Text Society. 

e. g. [L. exempli gratia ], For 
example. 

E.I., East India; East 
Indies. 

E.I.C., East India Com¬ 
pany. 

E.I.C.S., East India Civil 

E.M., Earl Marshal; [L. 
Equitum Magister ], Master 
of the Horse. 

Ency. Brit., Encyclopmdia 
Britannica. 

E.N.E., East-north-east. 
Eng., England, English, 
engineering; engraved, 
engraver, engraving. 

Ent. Sta. Hall, Entered at 
Stationers’ Hall. 

E.R., East Riding (of York¬ 
shire) ; [L. Edwardus 

Rex], King Edward, 
erron.. Erroneous, -ly. 

E.S.E., East-south-east. 
esp. t Especially. 

Esq., Esquire, 
et al. [L. et alibi], And else¬ 
where. 

E.T.C., Eastern Telegraph 
Company. 

etc. [L. et cetera ], And the 
rest. 

et seq. [L. et sequens ], (pi.) 
et sqq.. And the follow¬ 
ing. 

etym., Etymological. 

E. U., Evangelical Union, 
ex.. Examined; example; 

exchanged; executed, 
executive. 

Exc., Excellency. 

Exch., Exchange, 
ex div., Without next 
dividend. 

Exon. [L. Exoniensis], Of 
Exeter (signature of the 
Bishop). 

exor., Executor, 
exrx., Executrix. 

F. , Fahrenheit; Fellow. 

f. . Fathom; feet; fern.; 
[L. forte], (Mus .) loud. 

Fahr., Fahrenheit. 

F.A.I., Fellow of the Auc¬ 
tioneers’ Institute, 
fam., Familiar. 

F.C., Football Club; Free 
Church of Scotland. 

F.G.A., Fellow of the Char¬ 
tered Accountants. 


F.G.S., Fellow of the 
Chemical Society. 

F.D. [L. fidei defensor ], 
Defender of the Faith. 

Feb., February. 

fee. [L. fecit]. He (or she) 
made it. 

fem., Feminine. 

F.F. ( Naut .), thick fog. 

ff. [It. fortissimo], (Mus.) 
Louder than forte, very 
loud. 

F.F.A., Fellow of the 
Faculty of Actuaries. 

fff. [It. fortississimo], (Mus.) 
As loud as possible. 

F.F.P.S., Fellow of the 
Faculty of Physicians 
and Surgeons. 

F.G.S., Fellow of the 
Geological Society. 

F.I.A., Fellow of the Insti¬ 
tute of Actuaries. 

F.I.C., Fellow of the Insti¬ 
tute of Chemistry. 

F.I.G.A., Fellow* of the 
Institute of Chartered 
Accountants. 

F.I.D., Field Intelligence 
Department. 

Fid. Def. [L. fidei defensor], 
Defender of the Faith. 

fig.. Figurative; figure. 

F.IJHL, Fellow of the Insti¬ 
tute of Hygiene. 

F.I. Inst., Fellow of the 
Imperial Institute. 

Fin. Sec., Financial Secre¬ 
tary. 

F.K.Q.G.P.I., Fellow of the 
King’s and Queen’s Col¬ 
lege of Physicians, Ireland 
[F.R.C.P.I.]. 

fl. [L. floruit ], flourished. 

Fla., Florida. 

flor. [L. floruit]. He (or 
she) flourished. 

FX.S., Fellow of the Lin- 
nean Society. 

F.M., Field Marshal. 

F.O., Field Officer; Foreign 
Office. 

fo.. Folio. 

f.o.b., Free on board. 

fol., foil., Following. 

F.P., Fire-plug. 

Fr., France, French. 

F.R.A.I., Fellow of the 
Royal Anthropological 
Institute. 

F.R.A.M., Fellow of the 
Royal Academy of Music. 

F.R.A.S., Fellow of the 
Royal Astronomical or 
Asiatic Society. 

F.R.G.I., Fellow of the 
Royal Colonial Institute. 

F.R.C.O., Fellow of the 
Royal College of Organ¬ 
ists. 
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F.R.C.P., Fellow of the 
Royal College of Physi 

F.R.C.S., Fellow of the 
Itoyal College of Surgeons. 

F.R.C.V.S., Fellow of the 
Itoyal College of Veterin¬ 
ary Surgeons. 

F.R.G.S., Fellow of the 
Itoyal Geographical Soc. 

F.R.H.S., Fellow of the 
Itoyal Horticultural Soc. 

F.R.Hist.S., Fellow of the 
Itoyal Historical Society. 
Fri., Friday. 

F.R.I.B.A., Fellow of the 
Itoyal Institute of British 
Architects. 

FJl.Met.Soc., Fellow of 
the Royal Meteorological 
Society. 

FJR.M.S., Fellow of the 
Itoyal Microscopical Soc. 
FJR.P.S., Fellow of the 
Royal Photographic Soc. 

F.R.S., Fellow of the Royal 
Society. 

F.R.S.A.I., Fellow of the 
Royal Society of Anti¬ 
quaries, Ireland. 

F.R.S.L., Fellow of the 
Royal Society of Liter¬ 
ature* Fellow of the 
Royal Society of London. 
F .R.S.S., Fellow of the 
Royal Statistical Society. 
F.S.A., Fellow of the 
Society of Antiquaries. 
F.S.I., Fellow of the Sani¬ 
tary or of the Surveyors' 
Institute. 

F.S.S. [F.R.S.S.]. 

F.T.CJD., Fellow of Trinity 
College, Dublin, 
fur., Furlong, 
fut.. Future. 

F. Z.S., Fellow of the Zoo¬ 
logical Society. 

G. , German, 
g. ( Naut .) gloomy. 

Ga., Georgia. 

Gael., Gaelic. 

G. & S.W.R., Glasgow and 

South-Western Railway. 

G.B., Great Britain. 

G.B. & I., Great Britain 
and Ireland. 

G.B.E., Knight (or Dame) 
Grand Cross of (the Order 
of) the British Empire. 

G.C.B., Knight Grand Cross 
of (the Order of) the Bath. 
g.c.f., (Math.) Greatest 
common factor. 

G.C.H., Knight Grand Cross 
of Hanover. 

G.C.I.E., Grand Com¬ 
mander of (the Order of) 
the Indian Empire. 


G.C.L.H., Knight Grand 
Cross of the Legion of 
Honour. 

g.c.m., (Math.) Greatest 
common measure. 
G.C.M.G., Knight Grand 
Cross of St. Michael and 
St. George. 

G.C.R., Great Central Rail¬ 
way. 

G.G.S.I., Knight Grand 
Commander of the Star 
of India. 

G.C.T., Greenwich Civil 
Time. 

G.C.V.O., Knight Grand 
Cross of the (Royal) Vic¬ 
torian Order. 

Gen., General; Genesis, 
gen.. Gender; generally; 
genitive. 

gent., Gentleman. 

Geo., George, 
geog., Geography. 

geol. . Geology. 

geom. . Geometry. 

G.E.R., Great Eastern Rail 

way. 

G.G., Grenadier Guards. 
G.L., (Freemasonry) Grand 
Lodge. 

G.M., General Manager; 

Grand Master, 
gm., Gram. 

G.M.T., Greenwich Mean 
Time. 

G.N.R., Great Northern 
Railway. 

G.O.G., General Officer 
Commanding. 

G .O.M., Grand Old Man (Rt. 

Hon. W. E. Gladstone). 
Gov.-Gen. f Governor- 
General. 

GJ*., (Med.) General paral¬ 
ysis ; general practitioner; 
Graduate in Pharmacy. 
G.P.M., (Freemasonry) 
Grand Past Master. 
G.P.O., General Post Office. 
G.R. [L. Georgius Rex], 
King George; [L. GulieU 
mus Rex], King William, 
gr.. Grain; gram, 
gram.. Grammar. 

G.S. & W.R., Great 

Southern and Western 
Railway (Ireland), 
gt., (Pharrn.) [L. gutta]. 
Drop. 

Gt. Br. [QJi.], Great Britain. 
G.W.R., Great Western 
Railway. 


h. f (Naut.) Hail, 
hab. corp. [L. habeas 
corpus , you may have the 
body], A writ. 

H.A.C., Honourable Artil¬ 
lery Company. 


h. & c.. Hot and cold 
(water). 

Harl. MSS., Harleian 

Manuscripts. 

H.B.M., His (or Her) 
Britannio Majesty. 

H.C., Heralds’ College; 
High Church; House of 
Commons. 

h.c .f., (Math.) Highest com¬ 
mon factor. 

H.C.M., His (or Her) 
CathoUo Majesty. 

H.C.S., Home CiVil Service, 
hdqrs., Headquarters. 

H.E., His Eminence or 
Excellency. 

H.E.I.C., Honourable East 
India Company. 

Hel., Helvetia (Switzer¬ 
land). 

her., Herald, heraldry. 

H.G., His (or Her) Grace; 
Horse Guards; High 
German. 

H .H., His (or Her) Highness; 

His Holiness (the Pope). 
Hib., Hibernian. 

H.I.H., His (or Her) Im¬ 
perial Highness. 

Hil., Hilary. 

H.I.M., His (or Her) Im¬ 
perial Majesty. 

Hind., Hindustani. 

HX.I., Highland Light In¬ 
fantry. 

H.M., His (or Her) Majesty. 
H.M.C., His (or Her) 
Majesty’s Customs. 
H.M.I., His (or Her) 
Majesty’s Inspector. 
H.M.O.W., His (or Her) 
Majesty’s Office of Works. 
H.M.S., His (or Her) 
Majesty’s Service or Ship. 
H.M.S.O., His (or Her) 
Majesty’s Stationery 
Office. 

Hon., Honourable, Honor¬ 
ary. 

Honble., Honourable. 

H JP., Half-pay; high- 
pressure; hot-pressed (of 
paper). 

h.p., Horse-power. 

II.Q., Headquarters. 

H.R., House of Representa¬ 
tives. 

H.R.H., His (or Her) Royal 
Highness. 

H.S.H., His (or Her) 
Serene Highness. 

H.S.M., His (or Her) 
Serene Majesty, 
h.w., (Cricket) Hit wicket. 

H. W.M., High-water mark. 

I. [L. Imperator , -trix], Em¬ 
peror, Empress; Idaho; 
island. 
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la., Iowa. 

ib., ibid. [L. ibidem], In the 
same place, 
i/c.. In charge. 

I.C.E., Institute of Civil 
Engineers. 

Icel., Iceland, Icelandic. 

I.C.S., Indian Civil Service. 

I.D., Intelligence Depart¬ 
ment. 

id. [L. idem], The same. 

I.D.B., ( S . Afr.) Illicit 

diamond buyer, or buying, 
i.e. [L. id est], That is. 

I.E.E., Institute of Elec¬ 
trical Engineers. 

I.G., Inspector-General. 
i.h.p., Indicated horse¬ 
power. 

IHS [Gr. /«], Jesus. 

Ill., Illinois. 

I.L.P., Independent Labour 
Party. 

I.M.DI, Indian Medical De¬ 
partment. 

I.M.N.S., Imperial Military 
Nursing Service, 
imp.. Imperative; imper¬ 
fect; imperial; imprima¬ 
tur. 

Imp. Inst., Imperial In¬ 
stitute. 

I.M.S., Indian Medical 
Service, 
in.. Inch. 

I.N.A., Institute of Naval 
Architects, 
inc., incorporated, 
incog., Incognito. 

Ind., Indian; Indiana. 
Indo-Eur., Indo-European. 
Indo-Ger., Indo-Germanic. 
Ind. T., Indian Territory, 
inf.. Infantry; infinitive, 
infra dig. [L. infra digni¬ 
tatem ], Beneath one’s 
dignity. 

I.N.R.I. [L. Iesus Nazarenus 
Rex Iudasorum], Jesus of 
Nazareth, King of the 
Jews. 

Ins.-Gen., Inspector- 
General. 

I.N.S.T. [L. in nomine 
tianctce Trinitatis ], In the 
Name of the Holy Trinity, 
inst.. Institute, institution; 

instant (of this month). 
Inst. Act., Institute of 
Actuaries. 

Inst.C.E., Institute of Civil 
Engineers. 

Inst. E.E., Institution of 
Electrical Engineers. 
Inst.M.E., Institute of 
Marine Engineers. 
Inst.Mech.E., Institution 
of Mechanical Engineers. 
Inst .N. A., Institution of 
Naval Architects. 


int., Interjection. 

Inter. Arts, Sc., Inter¬ 
mediate in Arts or Science, 
interj., Interjection, 
internat., International, 
interrog.. Interrogative. 
I.O., India Office. 

I.O.F., Independent Order 
of Foresters. 

I.O.G.T., Independent 

Order of Good Templars. 
I.O.O.F., Independent 

Order of Oddfellows. 
I. 9 .P., Institute of Painters 
in Oil Colours. 

I O U, I owe you. 

I.R., Inland Revenue. 

Ir., Ireland, Irish. 

I.S., Irish Society. 

1.5. C., Indian Staff Corps. 
Isl., island, isle. 

1.5. M., Incorporated So¬ 
ciety of Musicians. 

I.S.O. (Companion of the) 
Imperial Service Order. 
I.T., Indian Territory. 

It., Italian, Italy, 
ital.. Italics. 

I.W., Isle of Wight. 
I.W.W., International 
Workers of the World. 

I. Y., Imperial Yeomanry. 

J. A., Judge-Advocate. 

J./A., Joint account. 

Jam., Jamaica. 

Jan., January. 

Jas., James. 

J.C., Jesus Christ; Justice- 
Clerk. 

J.C.D. [L. Juris Civilis 
Doctor], Doctor of Civil 
Law. 

J .G. W., ( Freemasonry) 

Junior Grand Warden. 
JHS [IHS]. 

Jno., John, 
jnr.. Junior. 

J.P., Justice of the Peace. 

J.R. [L. Jacobus Rex], 
King James, 
jr.. Junior. 

J. U.D. [L. Juris utriusque 
Doctor ], Doctor of both 
Civil and Canon Law. 

Jun., Junior. 

K„ King. 

k., ( Meteor .) Cumulus. 

Kan., Kansas. 

K. A.R., King’s African 
Rifles. 

K.B., King’s Bench; Knight 
Bachelor. 

K.B.E., Knight Commander 
of (the Order of) the 
British Empire. 

K.G., King’s College; King’s 
Counsel; Kennel Club. 

K.C.B., Knight Commander 
of (the Order of) the Bath. 


K.C.H., Knight Commander 
of the Hanoverian Guel- 
phic Order. 

K.C.I.E., Knight Com¬ 
mander of (the Order of) 
the Indian Empire. 

K.C.M.G., Knight Com¬ 
mander of (the Order 
of) St. Michael and St. 
George. 

K.G.S.I., Knight Com¬ 
mander of the Star of 
India. 

K.C.V.O., Elnighfc Com¬ 
mander of the Royal 
Victorian Order. 

K.D.G., King’s Dragoon 
Guards. 

Ken., Kentucky. 

K.G., Knight of (the Order 
of) the Garter. 

kg., Kilogramme. 

K.G.G., Knight Grand 
Cross. 

K.G.F., Knight of the 
Golden Fleece. 

K.G.H., Knight of the 
Hanoverian Guelphic 
Order. 

K.H., Knight of the Hano¬ 
verian Guelphic Order. 

K.H.C., P., S., Honorary 
Chaplain, Physician, or 
Surgeon to the King. 

kilo., Kilogram. 

K.K.K., Ku-Klur-Klan. 

kl. , Kilolitre. 

K.L.H., Knight of the 
Legion of Honour. 

K.M., Knight of Malta. 

km. . Kilometre. 

Knt., Knight. 

K.O.B., King’s Own Bor¬ 
derers. 

K.O.S.B., King’s Own Scot¬ 
tish Borderers. 

K.O.YX.I., King’s Own 
Yorkshire Light Infantry. 

K.P., Knight of (the Order 
of) St. Patrick. 

K.R.C., Knight of the Red 
Cross. 

K.R.R., King’s Royal Rifles. 

K.S., King’s scholar. 

K. T., Knight of the Order 
of the Thistle; Knight 
Templar. 

Kt., Knight. 

Kt. Bach., Knight Bachelor. 

kw., ( Elec .) Kilowatt (1,000 
watts). 

Ky., Kentucky. 

L. , Latin; Lake; ( Theat .) 
left; Liberal; licentiate; 
[F. litre], pound. 

L.A., Law Agent; Library 
Association; Literate in 
Arts. 

La., Louisiana. 
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Lab., ( Polit .) Labour; 

Labrador; laboratory. 
L.A.C., London Athletic 
Club. 

LAJH., Licentiate of Apo¬ 
thecaries' Hall (Ireland). 
L. & N.W.R., London and 
North-Western Railway. 
L. & S.W.R., London and 
South-Western Railway. 
L. & Y.R., Lancashire and 
Yorkshire Railway. 
L.A.O., Licentiate in Ob- 
stetrio Science. 

Lapp., Lappish. 

L.A.S., Lord-Advocate of 
Scotland* Licentiate of 
the Apothecaries’ Society. 
Lat., Latin, 
lat.. Latitude, 
lb. [L. libra, -bras]. Pound, 
pounds. 

L.B. & S.C.R., London, 
Brighton, and South Coast 
Railway. 

l.b.w., ( Cricket ) Leg before 
wicket. 

L.G., Lord Chancellor or 
Chamberlain; Lower 
Canada. 

l.C. [L. loco citato], In the 
place cited; lower case 

„ (? typ«). 

L.G.G., London County 
Council, or Councillor. 
L.Ch., Licentiate in Surgery. 
L.GmJ., Lord Chief Justice. 
Lean., Least common mul¬ 
tiple. 

L.CJP., Licentiate of the 
College of Preceptors. 
L.Gpl., Lance-corporal. 
LJDlv., Licentiate in Di¬ 
vinity. 

L.D.S., Licentiate in Dental 
Surgery. 

LJD.Sc., Licentiate in 
Dental Science. 

£E., Egyptian pound. 

Leg .Hon .Fr., (Member of 
the) Legion of Honour, 
France. 

L.F.P.S., Licentiate of the 
Royal Faculty of Physi¬ 
cians and Surgeons. 

L.G., Life Guards. 

L.H.D. [L. Litter arum Hu- 
maniorum Doctor ], Doctor 
of Humane Letters. 

L.I., Long Island (U.S.A.). 
Lie. Med., Licentiate in 
Medicine. 

Lieut., Lieutenant. 

Lieut.-Col., -Gen., -Gov., 

Lieutenant-Colonel, -Gen¬ 
eral, -Governor. 

Linn., Linneean. 

lit., Literal, literary. 

Lit.D. [L. Literarum Doc¬ 
tor ], Doctor of Letters. 


Lith., Lithuanian. 

Lit .Hum. [L. Liter at Hu- 
manioruL Final school of 
classics at Oxford. 

Litt.D. [L. Literarum Doc¬ 
tor]. Doctor of Letters. 

L.K.Q.C JP.I., Licentiate of 
the King’s and Queen's 
College of Physicians, 
Ireland [L.R.o.P.1.]. 

LL., Of laws. 

LX., Late, law, or low 
Latin; Lord-Lieutenant. 

LL.B. [L. Legum Bacca- 
laureus], Bachelor of Laws. 

LLJ>. [L. Legum Doctor], 
Doctor of Laws. 

LL.M. [L. Legum Magister]. 
Master of Civil and of 
Canon Law. 

L.M., Licentiate in Medi¬ 
cine or Midwifery; long 
metre (of hymns). 
L.M.R.GJP., Licentiate in 
Midwifery, Royal College 
of Physicians. 

L.M.S., Licentiate in Medi¬ 
cine and Surgery; London 
Missionary Society. 

L.M.S.R., London, Midland 
and Scottish Railway. 

L.M.S.S.A., Licentiate in 
Medicine and Surgery, 
Society of Apothecaries, 
London. 

L.N.E.R., London and 
North-Eastern Railway. 

loc. cit. [L. loco citato]. In 
the place cited. 

log.. Logarithm. 

long.. Longitude. 

loq. [L. loquitur ], He (or 
she) speaks. 

LJP., Large paper (copy of 
a book); Lord Provost. 

L’pool, Liverpool. 

L.R.C.P., Licentiate of the 
Royal College of Physi¬ 
cians. 

L.R.G.S., Licentiate of the 
Royal College of Surgeons. 

L.R.C.V.S., Licentiate of 
the Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons. 

L.R.F.P.S., Licentiate of 
the Royal Faculty of 
Physicians and Surgeons. 

L.S., Linnean Society; [L. 
locus sigillx J, the place of 
the seal. 

L.S.A., Licentiate of the 
Society of Apothecaries. 

L.s.d. [L. librae, solidi, 
denarii]. Pounds, shillings 
and pence. 

£T., Turkish pound. 

Lt., Lieutenant. 

L.T.G.L., Licentiate of 
Trinity College (of Music), 
London. 


Lt. - Col., Lieutenant 

Colonel. 

Ltd., Limited. 

Lt.-Gen., Lieutenant 

General. 

Lt. Inf., Light Infantry. 
L.U., Liberal Unionist. 

L. WX., Load-water-line. 
LXX, The Septuagint (70). 

M. , Master; majesty; mem¬ 
ber ; militia; Monsieur. 

m., Male; married; [L. 

meridies], noon; metre; 
mile; (Med.) minim; 
minute; (Waal.) mist. 
MA., Master of Arts. 
M.A.B., Metropolitan Asy¬ 
lums Board. 

Maj., Major. 

Maj.-Gen., Major-General. 
Man., Manit., Manitoba, 
masc., Maschline. 

Mass., Massachusetts, 
math.. Mathematics. 
Matrlc., Matriculation, 
max., Maximum. 

M.B. [L. Medicines Bacca- 
laureus ], Bachelor of 
Medicine. 

M.B.E., Member of (the 
Order of) the British 
Empire. 

M.C., Master of the Cere¬ 
monies ; [L. Magister 

Chirurgias ], Master of 
Surgery (U.S.A.); the 
Military Cross. 

M.C.C., Marylebone Cricket 
Club; Middlesex County 
Council. 

M.Ch. [L. Magister Chirur¬ 
gias], Master of Surgery. 
M.Ch.D., Master of Dental 
Surgery. 

M.D. [L. Medicince Doctor ], 
Doctor of Medicine. 

Md., Maryland. 

Mdlle [mlle]. Mdme 
[MME]. 

M.D.S., Master of Dental 
Surgery. 

M.E., Mechanical, Military, 
or Mining Engineer; 
Middle English. 

Me., Maine (U.S.A.). 

M« [F. maitre]. Advocate. 
M.E.G., Member of the 
Executive Council, 
mech., Mechanics, 
med.. Medical, 
mem.. Memorandum. 
M.Eng., Master of Engineer 
ing (Dublin). 

Messrs., Messieurs, 
meteor., Meteorological. 
Meth., Methodist. 

Met. R., Metropolitan Rail¬ 
way. 

Mex., Mexican, Mexico. 
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mf. [It. mezzo-forte], (Mus.) 
Moderately loud. 

M.F.B., Metropolitan Fire 
Brigade. 

M.F.H., Master of Fox¬ 
hounds. 

mg. , Milligram. 

M.G.C., Machine Gun 

Corps. 

Mgr.* Monseigneur, Mon- 
signor. 

M.H.G., Middle High Ger¬ 
man. 

M.H.K.* Member of the 
House of Keys (Isle of 
Man). 

MJU1., Member of the 
House of Representatives. 

MJ., Mounted Infantry. 

MJ.C.E. [M.INST.0.E.1. 

M.I.E.E.* Member of the 
Institute of Electrical 
Engineers. 

mil.. Military. 

M.I.M.E., Member of the 
Institute of Mining Engi¬ 
neers. 

M.I.Mech.E., Member of 
the Institute of Mechanical 
Engineers. 

Member of the 
Institute of Mining and 
Metallurgy. 

min.* Mineralogy; minim. 

M.I.N.A., Member of the 
Institute of Naval Archi¬ 
tects. 

Minn.* Minnesota. 

M.Inst.C.E.* Member of 
the Institute of Civil 
Engineers. 

misc.* Miscellaneous. 

Miss.* Mississippi. 

Mk., Mark (German coin). 

M.L.* Licentiate in Mid¬ 
wifery or Medicine. 

M.L*A., Member of the 
Legislative Assembly; 
Modem Language Asso¬ 
ciation. 

M.L.C., Member of the 
Legislative Council. 

M.L.G., Middle Low Ger¬ 
man. 

Mile, Mademoiselle. 

MM., Majesties; messieurs. 

M.M.* ( Freemasonry ) Mas¬ 
ter Mason; the Military 
Medal. 

mm.. Millimetre. 

Mme* Madame. 

M.N.S., Member of the 
Numismatical Society 
(U.S.A.). 

M.O., Money Order; Medical 
Officer. 

Mo., Missouri. 

mo.. Month. 

M.O.H., Medical Officer of 
Health. 


Mon., Monday; Monmouth¬ 
shire. 

Mons., Monsieur (it is an 
insult to use this abbre¬ 
viation). 

M.P., Member of Parlia¬ 
ment ; Metropolitan Police. 

M.P.S., Member of the 
Pharmaceutical or Philo¬ 
logical Society. 

M.R., Master of the Rolls; 
Midland Railway; Muni¬ 
cipal Reformer. 

Mr., Mister. 

M.R.A.S., Member of the 
Royal Asiatic Society or 
of the Royal Academy of 
Scienoe. 

M.R.C.C., Member of the 
Royal College of Chemis¬ 
try. 

M.R.G.O., Member of the 
Royal College of Organ¬ 
ists. 

M.R.C.P., Member of the 
Royal College of Physi¬ 
cians. 

M.R.C.S., Member of the 
Royal College of Surgeons. 

M.R.C.V.S., Member of the 
Royal College of Veterin¬ 
ary Surgeons. 

M.R.I., Member of the 
Royal Institution. 

M.R.I.A., Member of the 
Royal Irish Academy. 

Mrs., Missis, Mistress. 

M.R.S.A., Member of the 
Royal Society of Arts. 

M.R.S.L., Member of the 
Royal Society of Litera¬ 
ture. 

M.R.U.S.I., Member of the 
Royal United Service In¬ 
stitution. 

MS. (pi. MSS.), Manu¬ 
script. 

M.S., Master of Science or 
of Surgery; [L. memoriae 
sadrum ), sacred to the 
memory. 

M.S.A., Member of the 
Society of Apothecaries, 
or of Arts. 

M.S.C., Madras or Medical 
Staff Corps. 

M.Sc., Master of Science. 

MSS., Manuscripts. 

M.T., Motor Transport. 

Mt., Mount; mountain. 

M.U., Motor or Mothers’ 
Union. 

Mus.B., Bac. [L. Musicce 
Baccalaureus] Bachelor of 
Music. 

Mus.D., Doc. [L. Musicce 
Doctor ], Doctor of Music. 

Mus.M. [L. Musicce Magis¬ 
ter], Master of Music 
(Cambridge). 


M.V.O., Member of the 
Royal Victorian Order. 

M. W., Most Worshipful or 
Worthy. 

myth.. Mythological, myth¬ 
ology. 

N. , ( Polit .) Nationalist; 

north, northern. 

n.. Neuter; noon; noun. 
N.A., National Academy; 
North America or Ameri¬ 
can.. 

n/a., ( Banking ) No account. 
N. & Q., Notes and Queries. 
Nat., Natal; national, 
nat. hist.. Natural history, 
naut., Nautical, 
nav., Naval. 

N.B., New Brunswick; 

North Britain (Scotland). 
N.B. [L. nota bene], Mark 
well. 

N.B Jl., North British Rail¬ 
way. 

N.C., North Carolina. 
N.C.O., Non-commissioned 
officer. 

N.G.U., National Cyclists* 
Union. 

N.D., North Dakota, 
n.d.. No date. 

N.DI,, Norddeutscher 
Lloyd. 

N.E., North-Eastern. 
Nebr., Nebraska. 

N.E.D., New English Dic¬ 
tionary (the Oxford Eng¬ 
lish Dictionary). 
netn. con. [L. nemine con- 
tradicente]. No one con¬ 
tradicting. 

netn. diss. [L. nemine dis- 
sentiente], No one dis¬ 
senting. 

N.E.R., North Eastern 
Railway, 
neut.. Neuter. 

Nev., Nevada, 
n.g., No good. 

N.H., New Hampshire. 
N.H.C., National Hunt 
Committee. 

Nicar., Nicaragua. 

N.I.D., Naval Intelligence 
Department. 

N.J., New Jersey (U.8.A.). 
N.L.C., National Liberal 
Club. 

NX.F., National Liberal 
Federation. 

N.L.I., National Lifeboat 
Institution. 

N.L.R., North London 
Railway. 

N.N.E., North-north-east. 
N.N.W., North-north-west. 
No. [It. Numero], {pi. Nos.) 
Number. 

Non-Coll., Non-Collegiate. 
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non-com., Non-commis¬ 

sioned. 

Noncon., Nonconformist, 
non obst. [L. non obstante ], 
N otwithstanding. 
non seq. [L. non sequitur ], 
It does not logically follow. 
Norvic. [L. Norvicensis ], Of 
Norwich (Bishop’s signa¬ 
ture). 

Nov., November. 

N.P., Notary-Public. 

N.R., North Riding (of 
Yorks), 
nr.. Near. 

N.R.A., National Rifle As¬ 
sociation. 

N.S., New Series; New 
Style; Nova Scotia; Nu¬ 
mismatic Society. 

N.S.L., National Sunday 
League. 

N.S.S., New Shakspeare 

Society. 

N.S.P.G.G., National 
Society for the Prevention 
of Cruelty to Children. 
N.S.W., New South Wales. 
N.T., New Testament; 
Northern Territory (Aus¬ 
tralia). 

N.U.I., National University 
of Ireland. 

N.U.R., National Union of 
Railwaymen. 

N.U.T., National Union of 
Teachers. 

N.U.W.W., National Union 
of Women Workers. 

N.W., North Wales; north¬ 
west. 

N.W.T., North-Western 
Territory. 

N.Y., New York. 

N. Z., New Zealand. 

O. , Ohio (U.S.A.); Order, 
ob. [L. obiit], He (or she) 

died. 

O.B.E., Officer of (the 
Order of) the British 
Empire. 

obj.. Object, objective. 
ob. s.p. [L. obiit sine prole], 
Diea without issue. 

O.C., Officer commanding. 
Oct., October. 

O.E.D., Oxford English 
Dictionary. 

O.F., Odd Fellows; Old 
French. 

O.F.M., Order of Friars 
Minor. 

O.F.S., Orange Free State. 
O.H.B.M.S., On His (or 
Her) Britannic Majesty’s 
Service. 

O.H.G., Old High German. 
O.H.M.S., On His (or Her) 
Majesty’s Service. 


Ol., Olympiad. 

O.L.G., Old Low German. 

O.M. (Member of the) Order 
of Merit. 

o.m.. Old measure (of 
hymns). 

O.N.F., Old Norman- 

French. 

onomat.. Onomatopoeia. 

Gnt., Ontario. 

O.P., Old Playgoers’ (Club); 
the Order of Preachers 
(Dominicans). 

o.p., ( Theat .) Opposite the 
prompt side; out of print 
(of books). 

op. [L. opus], Work. 

op. cit. [L. opere citato ], In 
the work cited. 

O.R.G., Orange River 
Colony; Order of the Red 
Cross. 

Ore., Oregon (U.S.A.). 

orig.. Origin, original. 

omith., Ornithology. 

O.S., Old Saxon (language); 
old series; Old Style; 
ordinary seaman. 

O.S.A., Order of St. Augus¬ 
tine. 

O.S.B., Order of St. Bene¬ 
dict. 

O.S.F., Order of St. Francis. 

O.S.N.G., Oriental Steam 
Navigation Company. 

O.T., Old Testament. 

O.T.C., Officers’ Training 
Corps. 

O.U., Oxford University. 

O.U.D.S., Oxford Univer¬ 
sity Dramatic Society. 

Oxon, Oxford; [L. Oxon- 
iensis ], of Oxford (Bishop’s 
signature). 

oz., Ounce, ounces. 


P.C., Parish, or Privy, 
Council or Councillor; 
Police Constable, 
p.c.. Post card. 

P.C.R.S., Poor Clergy Re¬ 
lief Society, 
pd.. Paid. 

P.E.I., Prince Edward 
Island. 

per cent. [L. per centum], 
By the hundred, 
perf., Perfect; perforated 
(of stamps). 

Pers., Persia, Persian, 
pers., Person, personal. 
Peru., Peruvian. 

P.G.M., Provincial Grand 
Master. 

Ph.B., [L. Philoshiopa Bac- 
calaureus]. Bachelor of 
Philosophy. 

Ph.D. [L. Philosophies Doc- 
tor]. Doctor of Philo¬ 
sophy. 

Phil., Philadelphia. 

Phil. Soc., Philological 
(London) or Philosophical 
(U.S.A.) Society. 

Phil. Trans., Philosophical 
Transactions of the Royal 
Society of London, 
phon.. Phonetics, 
phr., Phrase. 

P.H.S., Pennsylvania His¬ 
torical Society. 
pi ox. [L. pinxit]. He (or 
she) painted it. 

P.L. [L. Pharmacopoeia 
Londinensis], London 
Pharmacopoeia. 

P.L.B., Poor Law Board. 
P.M., Past Master; Post¬ 
master ; post-mortem, 
p.m. [L. post meridiem]. 
Afternoon. 


P., ( Polit .) progressive, 
p., Page; ( Naut .) passini 
showers; past; pole 
(Mus.) soft. * 

Pa., Pennsylvania. 

P./A., Power of attorney. 
Pan., Panama. 

P- & O., Peninsular anc 
Oriental (Steam Naviga 
tion Company). 

>ar., Paragraph. 

?ara., Paraguay. 

Pari., Parliament, parlia¬ 
mentary, 
part., Participle, 
pass.. Passive. 

Pata., Patagonia, 
path.. Pathology. 

Pat. Off., Patent Office. 
P.B. [L. Pharmacopoeia 
Britannica ], British Phar¬ 
macopoeia; Plymouth 
Brethren; Prayer Book; 
Primitive Baptists. 


P.M.G., Paymaster or Post¬ 
master-General. 

P.M.O., Principal Medical 
Officer. 

P.O., Petty Officer; postal 
order; post office. 

P.O.D., Pay on delivery; 
Post Office Department 
or Directory. 

Pol., Poland, Polish. 

P.0.0., Post office order. 

P.O.P., (Phot.) Printing out 
paper. 


*.. f a vt vufjai, Auriuuuesc. 
P.O.S.B., Post Office Sav¬ 
ings Bank, 
poss.. Possessive. 

P.P., Parish priest; Past 
President, 
pp.. Pages. 

pp [It. pianissimo]. (Mu *.) 
Very soft. 

p.p.. Past participle, 
p.p.c. [F. pour prendre 
congi ], To take leave. 
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ppp [It. pianissimo], (Mus.) 
As softly as possible. 

P.Q., Province of Quebec. 

P.R., Porto Rico; prize 
ring. 

P.R.A., President of the 
Royal Academy. 

pref., Prefix; preference. 

Pres., President. 

P.R.I., President of the 
Royal Institute (of Paint¬ 
ers in Water-colours). 

P.R.I.B.A., President of the 
Royal Institute of British 
Architects. 

pro., Professional. 

Prof., Professor. 

Prog., Progressiva, 

prol., Prologue. 

pron.. Pronoun; pro¬ 

nounced. 

pro tem. [L. pro tempore ], 
For the time being. 

Prov., Provencal; pro¬ 

vince. 

Prov. Batt., Provisional 
Battalion. 

prox, [L. proximo ], Next 
month. 

prox, acc, [L. proxime 
accessit ], He (or she) came 
next. 

P.R.S., President of the 
Royal Society. 

P.R.S.A., President of the 
Royal Scottish Academy. 

P.S. [L. postscriptum]. 
Postscript; ( Theca.) prompt 
side. 

Pa., Psalm, Psalms. 

P.S.A., Pleasant Sunday 
Afternoon. 

p. 8 .c., (Mil.) Passed Staff 
College. 

P.S.N.C., Pacifio Steam 
Navigation Company. 

P.T., Pupil teacher. 

Pte., (Mil.) Private. 

P.T.O., Please turn over. 

P.W., Prime Warden. 

P. WJ)., Public Works De¬ 
partment. 

Q. , Queen; question; 

(Rata.) squalls. 

Q.B., Queen's Bench. 

Q.C., Queen’s Counsel. 

Q.E.D. [L. quod erat demon¬ 
strandum], Which was to 
be proved. 

Q.E.F. [L. quod erat facien¬ 
dum ], Which was to be 
done. 

Q.E.I. [L. quod erat inven¬ 
iendum], Which was to be 
found out. 

Q.F., Quick-firing (of guns). 

Q.M., Quartermaster. 

Q.M.G., Quartermaster- 
General. 


Q.M.S., Quartermaster- 
Sergeant. 

qq. v. [L. qua vide], Which 
(things, etc.) see. 

qr. . Quarter (weight); quire. 

Q.S., Quarter-Sessions. 

q.s. [L. quantum sufficit], 

A sufficient quantity. 

qt.. Quantity; quart. 

quant, surf, [Q.8.], 

Que., Quebeo. 

Queensl., Queensland. 

Q. U.I., Queen’s University 
of Ireland. 

q. v, (L. quod vide]. Which 
see; [L. quantum vis], as 
much as you will. 

qy., Query. 

R. , Radical; railway; 

(Thermom.) Rdaumur; [L. 
rear]. King; (Theat.) right 
side; river; Royal. 

R.A., Royal Academy 

or Academician; Royal 
Artillery. 

R.A.A., Royal Academy of 
Arts. 

R.A.C., Royal Agricultural 
College; Royal Automo¬ 
bile Club. 

R.-Adm., Rear-Admiral. 

R.A.F., Royal Air Force. 

R.A.G.C.,Roy aland Ancient 
Golf Club (St. Andrews). 

R.A.M., Royal Academy of 
Music. 

R.A.M.G*, Royal Army 
Medical Corps. 

R.A.OJB., Royal Antedi¬ 
luvian Order of Buffaloes. 

R.A.O.C., Royal Army 
Ordnance Corps. 

R.A.S., Royal Agricultural 
Asiatic, or Astronomical 
Society. 

R.A.S.C., Royal Army 
Service Corps. 

R.B., Rifle Brigade. 

R.B.A., Royal (Society of) 
British Artists. 

R.C., Roman Catholic. 

r. -c.. Right of centre (of 
stage). 

R.C.A., Royal Cambrian 
Academy; Royal College 
of Art. 

R.G.I., Royal Colonial In¬ 
stitute. 

R.C.M., Royal College of 
Music. 


R.D., Rural Dean. 

R./D., ( Banking ) Refer to 
drawer. 

R.D.G., Rural District 

Council. 

R.D.S., Royal Dublin 

Society. 

R.D.Y., Royal Dockyard. 

R.E., Reformed Episcopal; 
Royal Engineers; Royal 
Society of Painter-Etchers 
and Engravers. 

Ref. Ch., Reformed Church. 

Reg., Regent; [L. Regina ], 
Queen. 

Reg.-Gen., Registrar- 

General. 

Reg. Prof., Regius Pro¬ 
fessor. 

Regr., Registrar. 

regt., Regiment. 

rel., Relative, relatively, 

repr.. Representing. 

res. . Reserve; resident. 

ret. , Retired. 

Rev., Reverend. 

R.F. [F. Ripublique fran- 
caise], French Republic. 

R.F.A., Royal Field Artil¬ 
lery. 

R.F.G., Royal Flying Corps. 

R.G.A., Royal Garrison 
Artillery; Royal Guern¬ 
sey Artillery. 

R.G.S., Royal Geographical 
Society. 

R.H., Royal Highness. 

R.H.A., Royal Hibernian 
Academy; Royal Horse 
Artillery. 

R.H.G., Royal Horse 
Guards. 

R.H.S., Royal Horticul¬ 
tural or Humane Society. 

R.Hist.S., Royal Historical 
Society. 

R.I., Rhode Island; Royal 
Institute (of Painters in 
Water-colours). 

R.I.A., Royal Irish Aca¬ 
demy. 

R.I.A.M., Royal Irish 
Academy of Music. 

R.I.B.A., Royal Institute 
of British Architects. 

R.I.M., Royal Indian 
Marines. 

R.I.P. L. [Requiescat in 
pace]. May he (or she) 
rest in peace. 

R.L.O., Returned Letter 


R.G.O., Royal College of 
Organists. 

R.C.P., Royal College of 
Physicians, or of Pre¬ 
ceptors. 

R.G.S., Royal College of 
Surgeons. 

R.C.V.S., Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons. 


Office. 

Rly., Railway. 

R.M., Resident 
Royal Mail 
Marines. 

R.M.A., Royal Marine Artil¬ 
lery ; Royal Military Aca¬ 
demy ; Royal Military 
Asylum. 


Magistrate: 
; Royal 
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R.M.C., Royal Military 

College (Sandhurst). 
R.M.L.I., Royal Marine 
Light Infantry. 

R.M.S., Royal Mail Service 
or Steamer; Royal Micro¬ 
scopical Society; Royal 
Society of Miniature 
Painters. 

R.N., Royal Navy. 
R.N.A.S., Royal Naval Air 
Service. 

R.N.A.V., Royal Naval 
Artillery Volunteers. 
R.N.D., Royal Naval 

Division. 

R.N.R., Royal Naval 

Reserve. 

R.N.V.R., Royal Naval 

Volunteer Reserve. 

R.O. ( Receiving office or 
officer; relieving or re¬ 
turning officer; Royal 

Observatory. 

Roffen. (L. Rojfensis], Of 
Rochester (the Bishop’s 
signature). 

R.O.I., Royal Institute of 
Oil Painters. 

Rom., Roman. 

R.P., Reformed Presby¬ 
terian. 

R.P.A., Rationalist Press 
Association. 

P-P-D., Regius Professor of 
Divinity; [L. Rerum 
Politicarum Doctor ], 

Doctor of Political Science. 
R.R.G., Royal Red Cross. 
R.S., Royal Society. 
r.8., ( Theat .) Right side. 
R.S.A., Royal Scottish 
Academy or Academi¬ 
cian; Royal Society of 
Antiquaries. 

R.S.E., Royal Society of 
Edinburgh. 

R.S.L., Royal Society of 
Literature or of London. 
R.S.M., Regimental Ser¬ 
geant-Major; Royal 

School of Mines. 

R.S.O., Railway sub- or 
sorting-office. 

R.S.P.C.A., Royal Society 
for the Prevention of 
Cruelty to Animals. 

R.S.S. [L. Regies Societatis 
Socius ], Fellow of the 
Royal Society. 

R.S.V.P. [F. ripondez s'il 
vous plait ], Please reply. 
R.S.W., Royal Scottish 
Society of Painters in 
W ater-Colours. 

Rt. Hon., Right Honour¬ 
able. 

Rt. Rev., Right Reverend. 
R.T.S., Religious Tract 
Society. 


R.U., Rugby Union. 

R.U.I., Royal University of 
Ireland. 

R.U.S.I., Royal United 
Service Institution. 

R.V., Revised Version (of 
the Bible); Rifle Volun¬ 
teers. 

R.W., Right Worshipful; 

Right Worthy. 

R.W.S., Royal Society of 
Painters in Water- 
Colours. 

Ry., Railway. 

R. Y.S., Royal Yacht 
Squadron. 

S. , Saint; Saxon; Signor; 
Socialist; south, southern. 

8 ., Second; shilling; singu¬ 
lar; (Naut.) snow; son. 

$, Dollar. 

S.A., Salvation Army; 
South Africa, America, 
or Australia. 

Sansk., Sanskrit. 

S.A.R., South African Re¬ 
public. 

Sarum, Of Salisbury (the 
Bishop’s signature). 

S.B., Bachelor in Science 
(America). 

S.G. [L. Senatus Consul- 
turn J, Decree of the 
Senate; South Carolina; 
Special Constable; Staff 
College; Supreme Court. 
Sc., Science; Scotch. 
sc. [L. sculpsit ], He en¬ 
graved it. 

Sc.B. [L. Sciential Bacca- 
laureus ], Bachelor of 
Science. 

Sc.D. [L. Scientice Doctor ], 
Doctor of Science. 

S.G.U., Scottish Cycling 
Union. 

S.E., South-east or Eastern. 
S/E, Stock Exchange. 

Sen., Senate, senator; senior. 
Sept., September; Sep - 
tuagint. 

s eg*(.pl') seqq. [L. sequent]. 
The following. J ’ 

S.E.R., South-Eastern Rail¬ 
way. 

S.G., Solicitor-General. 

Sgt., Sergeant. 

S.G.W., Senior Grand 
Warden ( Freemasonry ). 
Shak., Shakespeare. 

S.H.S. [L. Societatis His- 
torice Sonus], Fellow of the 
Historical Society. 

Sig., Signor. 

S.I.M., Sergeant Instructor 
of Musketry, 
sing., Singular. 

S.J., Society of Jesus 
(Jesuits). 


S.M., Senior Magistrate* 
Sergeant-Major; short 
metre (of hymns). 
Smith. Inst., Smithsonias 
Institution (Washington. 
U.S.A.). ^ * 

S.M.O., Senior Medical 
Officer. 

S.O., Stationery Office; sab- 
office. 

s - of M., School of 
Musketry. 

Sol. - Gen . .Solicitor-General, 
S.O.S., Wireless signal of 
ship in great distrosi 
(arbitrary; but usu. ex- 
tended to “ Save our 
souls ”). 
sov., Sovereign. 

Sp., Spain, Spanish. 
S.P.C.K., Society for the 
Promotion of Christian 
Knowledge. 

S.P.G., Society for the 
Propagation of the Gospel. 
S P- Specific gravity. 
S-P-Q.R. [L. Senatus popu- 
lusqut Romanus], The 
Senate and people of 
Rome. 

S.P.R., Society for Psychi¬ 
cal Research, 
sq., Square. 

Ski.I. [L. Sacrum Roman- 
orum Imperium], The 
Holy Roman Empire. 
S.R.S. [L. Societatis Regiae 
Socius], Fellow of the 
Royal Society. 

5.5., Secretary of State; 
steamship; Straits Settle¬ 
ments. 

55., Saints. 

5.5. G., Solicitor before the 
Supreme Court. 

5.5. E., South-south-east. 

5.5. M., Squadron Sergeant- 
Major. 

5.5. U., Sunday School 
Union. 

5.5. W., South-south-west. 
St., Saint; strait; street. 
Sta. [It. santd]. Female 

saint. 

S.T.B. [L. Sacrce Theologies 
Baccalaureus ], Bachelor of 
Theology. 

S.T.D. [L. Sacrce Theologies 
Doctor], Doctor of Theo¬ 
logy. 

Ste. [F. sainte ], Female 
saint. 

stg., Sterling. 

S.T.P. [L. Sacrce Theologies 
Professor], Professor of 
Sacred Theology, 
suf., suff., Suffix, 
supp., Supplement, 
supt., Superintendent, 
surg., Surgeon, surgery. 










509 


Surg.-Gen., Surgeon- 
General. 

S.V. [L. Sancta Virgo], Holy 
Virgin; [L. Sanctitas 

Vestra ], Your Holiness. 

s.v. [L. sub voce]. Under the 
word, heading, etc. 

s.v.p. [P. s'il vous plait], If 
you please. 

S.W., Senior Warden; South 
Wales; south-west. 

S. W.B., South Wales Bor¬ 
derers. 

s.w.g., Standard wire 
gauge. 

T. C., Town Councillor. 

T.C.D., Trinity College, 

Dublin. 

T.C.O., Trinity College, 
Oxford. 

T.D., Territorial Decora¬ 
tion. 

Tenn., Tennessee. 

Test., Testament. 

Teut., Teuton, Teutonic. 

Tex., Texas. 

T.F., Territorial Force. 

theat., Theatrical. 

Thos., Thomas. 

T.N.T., Trinitrotoluol ( ex¬ 
plosive). 

T.N.X., Trinitroxylol (ex¬ 
plosive). 

T.O., Telegraph Office. 

T.R., Tariff Reform. 

T.R.C., Teachers’ Registra¬ 
tion Council; Thames 
Rowing Club. 

T.R.H., Their Royal High¬ 
nesses. 

Trin. H., Trinity Hall, 
Cambridge. 

Trip., Tripos. 

Truron. [L. Truronensis], 
Of Truro (signature of the 
Bishop). 

T.S.S., Twin-screw steamer. 

T.T., Teetotaler. 

T.U., Trade Union. 

T. U.C., Trade Union Con¬ 
gress. 

U. ( Polit .), Unionist. 

U.C., University College. 

U.CX., University College, 

London. 

U.C.S., University College 
School (London). 

U.D.C., Urban District 
Council. 

U.E., University Extension. 

U.E.I.C., United East India 
Company. 

U.F.C., United Pree Church 
of Scotland. 

U.J.D. [L. Utriusque Juris 
Doctor], Doctor of both 
(Civil and Canon) Law. 

(J.K., United Kingdom, 


U.K.A., United Kingdom 
Alliance. 

Unit., Unitarian. 

Univ., University, 

unm.. Unmarried. 

unop.. Unopposed. 

U.P., United Presbyterian. 

u.p.. Under proof (of 
spirits). 

U.P.C., United Presby¬ 
terian Church. 

Uru., Uruguay. 

U.S., United States; United 
Service. 

u.s., [L. ubi supra]. In the 
place above mentioned. 

U.S.A., United States of 
America; United States 
Army. 

U.S.C., United States of 
Colombia. 

U.S.I., United Service In¬ 
stitution. 

U.S.N., United States 

Navy. 

U.S.S., United States 

Senate, ship or steamer. 

U.S.S.C., United States 
Supreme Court. 

U. T., Utah Territory. 

Ut., Utah. 

ut sup . [L. ut supra]. As 
above. 

V. , Vice; Viscount; Volun¬ 
teers. 

V.A., Vicar-Apostolic; Vice- 
Admiral ; (Royal Order 
of) Victoria and Albert; 
Volunteer Artillery. 

Va., Virginia. 

V.A.D., Voluntary Aid De¬ 
tachment. 

V. & A. Mus., Victoria and 
Albert Museum. 

Vat., Vatican. 

V.B., Volunteer Battalion. 

V.C., Vice-Chairman, -Chan¬ 
cellor, or -Consul; Vic¬ 
toria Cross. 

V.D., Volunteer Decoration. 

V.D.M. [Verbi Dei Min¬ 
ister], Minister of the 
Word of God. 

Ven., Venerable. 

Venez., Venezuela. 

verb, sap., or sat. [L. 
verbum satis sapienti ], A 
word is enough for a wise 
man. 

Vet., Veterinary Surgeon. 

V.G., Vicar-General. 

Vic., Viet., Victoria. 

Visct., Viscount Viscoun¬ 
tess. 

viz. [L. videlicet]. Namely. 

V.M.H., Victoria Medal of 
Honour (R. Hort. So¬ 
ciety). 

V.-P., Vice-President. 


V.R. [L. Victoria Regina] 
Queen Victoria. 

V.R.C., Volunteer Rifle 
Corps. 

V.R. et I. [L. Victoria 
Regina et Imperalrix ], 
Victoria Queen and Em¬ 
press. 

V.S., Veterinary Surgeon. 

v.8. [L. vide supra], see 
above. 

V.S.C., Volunteer Staff 
Corps. 

Vt., Vermont (U.S.A.). 

Vulg., Vulgate. 

V.W., Very worshipful. 


W., Wales; warden; west; 
western. 

W.A., Western Australia. 

W.A.A.C., Woman’s Army 
Auxiliary Corps. 

W.A.F.F., West African 
Frontier Force. 

W. & M., William and 
Mary. 

W.C., Wesleyan Chapel; 
Western Central London 
postal district. 

w.c., Water-closet. 

W.D., War or Works De¬ 
partment. 

w.f., (Print.) Wrong fount. 

W.F.L., Woman’s Freedom 
League. 

w.g., Wire gauge. 

W.I., West Indies. 

Winton. [L. Wintoniensis], 
Of Winchester (the Bishop 
of Winchester’s signature). 

W.I.R., West India Regi¬ 
ment. 

Wise., Wisconsin. 

W.L.F., Women’s Liberal 
Federation. 

Wm., William. 

W.M.S., Wesleyan Mission¬ 
ary Society. 

W.N.W., West-north-west. 

W.O., War Office. 

Wor., Worshipful. 

W.P.B., Waste-paper 

W.R., West Riding (Yorks). 

W.R.A.F., Woman’s Royal 
Air Force. 

W.R.N.S., Woman’s Royal 
Naval Service. 

W.S., Writer to the Signet. 

W.S.P.U., Women’s Social 
and Political Union. 

W.S.W., West-south-west. 

Wyo., Wyoming (U. 8 .A.). 

Wy. Ter., Wyoming Terri¬ 
tory. 


X., Christ. 

x.d., Ex (without) dividend. 
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X.I., Ex (without) next 
interest. 

Xmas., Christmas, 

Xn., Christian. 

Xt., Christ. 


Y., Year. 

Yeo., Yeomanry, 


Y.L.I., Yorkshire Light 
Infantry. 

Y.M.C.A., Young Men’s 
Christian Association. 
Y.M.Cath.A., Young Men’s 
Catholic Association. 
Y.M.C.U., Young Men’s 
Christian Union, 
yr., Year; younger; your. 


Y.W.C.A., Young Women’s 
Christian Association. 

Y. W.C.T.U., Young 

Women’s Christian Tem¬ 
perance Union. 

Z. G., Zoological Cardens, 
zool ., Zoological. 

Z.S., Zoological Society. 


BRITISH AND METRIC WEIGHTS AND 
MEASURES 


BRITISH 

MEASURES OF LENGTH 

12 inches = 1 foot. 

3 feet = 1 yard =-36 inches. 

51 yards = 1 pole = 161 feet » 198 
inches. 

40 poles = 1 furlong = 220 yards = 
660 feet. 

8 furlongs =» 1 mile =- 1,760 yards = 
5,280 feet. 

3 miles. =» 1 league =» 5,280 yards = 
15,840 feet. 

Nautical and Geographical Measure 

6 feet = 1 fathom. 

120 fathoms =» 1 cable. 

2,027-3 yards =* 1-152 miles — 1 nautical 
(or geographical mile, or knot). 

3 nautical miles = 1 nautical league 
= 3-466 ordinary miles. 
Surveying Measure 

1 link = 7-92 inches. 

100 links =* 1 chain = 66 feet *■ 22 
yards. 

80 chains = 1 mile = 5,280 feet. 

MEASURES OF AREA 

144 square inches = 1 square foot. 

9 square feet = 1 square yard = 
1,296 square inches. 

301 square yards = 1 square pole (Note • 

3 °* a * 5 D- 

40 square poles = 1 rood — 1,210 
square yards. 

4 roods = 1 acre =■ 4,840 square 
yards. 

16 square poles = 1 square chain = 
484 square yards ( » 22 x 22). 

10 square chains = 1 acre = (22 x 
220 yards). 

640 acres = 1 square mile. 

MEASURES OF CAPACITY 

1,728 cubic inches = 1 cubic foot. 

27 cubic feet = 1 cubic yard. 

40 cubic feet = 1 shipping ton. 


Liquid and Dry Measure 

gills = 1 pint (20 avoirdupois oz. of 
water). 

pints = 1 quart, 
quarts — 1 pottle, 
quarts — 1 gallon (10 avoirdupois 
lb. of water), 
gallons = 1 peck, 
pecks = 1 bushel = 8 gallons. 
Bush ®J Barle 7» 47 lb.; beans, 
ik’* oats * * Peas, 

60 1b b * J ^ 53 Ib * ; Wbeat * 
bushels = 1 quarter, 
quarters = 1 wey or load, 
weys — 1 last, 
gallons — 1 firkin, 
firkins =■ 1 kilderkin, 
firkins = 1 barrel = 36 gallons, 
gallons = 1 hogshead ale. 
gallons — 1 hogshead wine, 

84 gallons = 1 puncheon. 

126 gallons — 1 pipe or butt. 

2 pipes = 1 tun. 


8 

5 

2 

9 

2 

4 

54 

63 




• *uiu iucaaure 


60 minims = 1 drachm - -216 cublo 
inches. 

8 drachms = 1 ounce - 437 J grains 
(1 ounce avoirdupois of water). 
20 ounces - 1 pint = 8,750 grains. ' 


measures of weight 


16 

16 

14 

2 

4 

20 


Avoirdupois Weight 

drams = 1 ounce =» 4374 grains, 
ounces = 1 pound = 7,000 grains, 
pounds =. 1 stone, 
stones = 1 quarter — 28 pounds, 
quarters =■ 1 hundredweight (cwt.) 
= 112 pounds. 

cwts. = 1 ton = 2,240 pounds. 
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Troy Weight 

24 grains =* 1 pennyweight (dwt.). 

20 dwts. — 1 ounce — 480 grains. 

12 ounces ■= 1 pound ■=* 5,760 grains. 

Apothecaries* Weight 

20 grains — 1 scruple (written B). 

3 scruples — 1 drachm (written 3 ). 

8 drachms — 1 ounce = 4 80 grains 
(written %). 

12 ounces = 1 pound — 5,760 grains. 


METRIC 

Measures of Length 

10 millimetres — 1 centimetre = *3937 
inch. 

10 centimetres ■■ 1 decimetre. 

10 decimetres «*» 1 metre ■» 39*370113 
inches. 

10 metres = 1 decametre. 

100 metres = 10 decametres = 1 hecto¬ 
metre = 109*36 yards. 

1,000 metres = 10 hectometres = 1 kilo¬ 
metre = *62138 mile. 

L 0,000 metres = 10 kilometres = 1 myria- 
metre = 6*2138 miles. 


Measures of Capacity 

1,000 cubic centimetres (1 cubic decimetre) 
= 1 litre = 61*024 cubic inches. 

The tenth, hundredth, and thousandth of a 
litre are called decilitre, centilitre, and milli¬ 
litre respectively, while ten, a hundred, and 
a thousand are deca-, hecto-, and kilo-litres 
respectively. 

Measures of Weight 

The weight of 1 cubic centimetre of dis¬ 
tilled water at 4° Centigrade (39*2° P.) is 1 
gramme. As with the other units, the tenth, 
hundredth, and thousandth are the deci-, 
centi-, and milli-gramme respectively, while 
ten, a hundred, and a thousand are called 
deca-, hecto-, and kilo-gramme respectively. 

1 gramme = 15*43235 grains. 

1 kilogramme = 2*20462 lb. avoirdu¬ 
pois. 

Measures of Area 

1 square metre ■» 10*7644 square feet- 
100 square metres = 1 square deca¬ 
metre ■* 1 are. 

10,000 square metres — 1 square hecto. 

metre = 1 hectare = 11,960*46 
square yards = 2*471 acres. 
100 hectares — 247*1169 acres. 
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